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UNITED  STATES 


HRISTIAN    COMMISSION. 


FIRST    ANNIVERSARY. 

Thurfiday  ITight,  Jamiary  29, 1863, 


The  Anniversar}'  was  a  meeting  of  great  numbers,  enthusiasi 
and  power*    The  American  Acadcniy  of  Music  was  filled,  thonsani 
having  applied  for  tickets  of  admission ^  who  could  not  obtain  tlieu 
George  H*  Stuart,  E&q,j  ChaiiTQanj  presided. 

After  singing  the  National  Hj^nn,  written  by  Eev.  T,  H,  Stocl 
ton  J  "  In  the  name  of  Jehovah^  our  banner  we  raise,"  prayer  waj 
offered  by  Rev.  Kichard  Newton,  B.B.j  and  the  Scriptarea  read  b^ 
Eev,  tToseph  H.  Kennard^  D.D. 

Eev.  W.  E.  Boardman  read  an  abstract  from  the  First  Annual 
Report. 

The  Chairman  read  com mnni cations  from  the  Secretary  of  War, 
Bi&hop  McIlYaine^  Admiral  Foote,  and  Colonel  McKean. 

The  meeting  was  addressed  by  Rev.  EobeH  Patterson,  D.D.,  of 
Chicago,  Rev.  Bishop  Simpson,  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
Colonel  S.  M.  Bowmanj  of  the  Army,  William  E.  Bodge,  Esq,,  of 
l^QW  York,  and  Oovernor  Pollock,  of  Pennsylvania. 

A  telegrana  was  received  and  read  from  E.  D,  Jones,  Esq,,  Chair- 
man of  the  Western  Army  Committee,  St.  Louis,  Missouri. 

Singing  was  interspersed,  and  at  a  late  hour  the  meeting  was 
dosed  by  the  benediction,  pronounced  by  Rev.  Dr.  Morrison. 

The  occasion  was  one  to  cheer  the  heart  of  every  patriot  and 
Christian  in  the  land. 

This  was  followed  by  great  and  enthusiastic  meetings  in  iV  ^ 
Academy  of  Music,  New  York,  Music  Hall,  Boston,  the  Hall  o 
Representatives  of  the  Capitol,  Washington,  New  Haven,  Harris- 
burg,  Pittsburg,  St*  Louis,  Cincinnati,  and  many  other  places,  awak- 
ening a  wide  and  deep  interest  for  the  bodily  and  spiritual  benefit 
of  tiie  men  of  uur  Army  and  Navy,  and  encouraging  enlarged  plans 
for  its  accomplishment. 
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Other  committees  may  haye  been  organized,  bat  not  reported  to  the  Central  Office. 
Many  are  in  process  of  organisation  in  different  States  of  the  Union.  These  are  all 
yet  reported. 


E  E  P  0  R  T. 


EISTOBICAL    SKETCH. 

The  United  States  Christian  Commission  respectfully  pre- 
sent their  First  Annual  Report. 

At  a  convention  of  delegates  from  Young  Men's  Christian  As- 
sociations, held  in  the  city  of  New  York,  Nov.  16th,  1861,  the 
following  persons  were  appointed  as  a  United  States  Christian 
Commission : 

Rev.  Rollin  H.  Neale,  D.D.,  Boston;  Geo.  H.  Stuart,  Esq., 
Philadelphia;  Charles  Demond,  Esq.,  Boston;  John  P.  Crozer, 
Esq.,  Philadelphia;  Rev.  Bishop  E.  S.  Janes,  D.D.,  New  York; 
Rev.  M.  L.  R.  P.  Thompson,  D.D.,  Cincinnati ;  Hon.  Benj.  F. 
Mannierre,  New  York;  Col.  Clinton  B.  Fisk,  St.  Louis;  Rev. 
Benj.  C.  Cutler,  D.D.,  Brooklyn;  John  V.  Farwell,  Esq.,  Chi- 
cago; Mitchell  H.  Miller,  Esq.,  Washington;  John  D.  Hill, 
M.D.,  Buffalo. 

The  object  of  the  Commission  was  to  promote  the  spiritual 
and  temporal  welfare  of  the  officers  and  men  of  the  United  States 
army  and  navy,  in  co-operation  with  chaplains  and  others. 

Immediately  after  its  appointment,  the  Commission  met  in 
Washington,  and  organized  by  choosing  Geo.  H.  Stuart,  Chair- 
man, B.  F.  Mannierre,  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  and  Geo.  H. 
Stuart,  Rev.  Bishop  E.  S.  Janes,  D.D.,  Rev.  Dr.  Cutler,  C. 
Demond,  and  B.  F.  Mannierre  an  Executive  Committee.  A  plan 
of  operations  was  arranged ;  the  approbation  and  commendation 
of  the  President,  Secretary  of  War,  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and 
General  in  command,  secured,  as  will  appear  by  their  letters,  and 
the  work  entered  upon. 

The  headquarters  were  established  at  New  York. 

Subpequently,  the  offices  of  Secretary  and  Treasurer  were  sepa- 
rated, and  Rev.  A.  M.  Morrison,  appointed  Secretary. 
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During  the  year,  B.  F.  Mannierre  and  Rev^Dr,  Cutler  resigned, 
and  their  places  were  filled  by  the  appointment  of  Jay  Cooke, 
Esq.,*  of  Philadelphia,  and  Rev.  Jas.  Eells,  D.D.,  of  Brooklyn, 
New  York,  on  the  Commission ;  J.  P.  Crozer  and  Jay  Cooke  on 
the  Executive  Committee,  and  Jos.  Patterson,  Esq.,  of  Philadel- 
phia, Treasurer.  The .  Secretary,  Rev.  A.  M.  Morrison,  after 
having  served  gratuitously  and  eflSciently  several  months,  also 
resigned,  and  Rev.  W.  E.  Boardman  was  appointed  in  his  place, 
and  the  headquarters  were  changed  to  Philadelphia. 

DESIGN. 

The  design  of  the  Commission  has  been  to  arouse  the  Christian 
Associations  and  the  Christian  men  and  women  of  the  loyal  States 
to  such  action  towards  the  men  in  our  army  and  navy,  as  would 
be  pleasing  to  the  Master;  to  obtain  and  direct  volunteer  labors, 
and  to  collect  stores  and  money  with  which  to  supply  whatever 
was  needed,  reading  matter,  and  articles  necessary  for  health  not 
furnished  by  Government  or  other  agencies,  and  to  give  the  officers 
and  men  of  our  army  and  navy  the  best  Christian  ministries  for 
both  body  and  soul  possible  in  their  circumstances. 

EXTRAORDINABT  FACILITIES. 

To  carry  out  this  design.  Christian  men,  ministers,  merchants, 
lawyers,  surgeons  and  others,  have  oflFered  their  services  freely, 
in  numbers  ample  to  distribute  all  the  stores  and  publications 
contributed,  and  all  the  Commission  has  had  means  to  purchase. 

Our  Chairman,  Geo.  H.  Stuart,  a  merchant  of  Philadelphia, 
has  given  the  Commission  office  room  and  room  for  storage ;  the 
services  of  clerks,  porters,  &c.,  and  his  own  time  and  labors,  free 
of  all  charge;  and  we  have  thus  been  enabled  to  collect  and  dis- 
tribute our  stores,  select,  send  and  direct  our  delegates,  and  con- 
duct our  correspondence  in  the  best  business  manner,  without 
expense. 

The  Government,  various  Generals,  and  other  officers  in  com- 
mand, the  Surgeon-General,  Medical  Directors  and  Surgeons  in 
charge,  have  kindly  aided  us  by  passes,  stores,  ambulances,  trans- 
portation, and  opportunities  of  labor. 

All  railroads  applied  to,  have  given  free  passes  to  our  delegates, 
and  telegraph  companies,  free  transmission  of  our  messages. 
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The  American  Bible  Society  has  freely  given  us  Testaments 
for  distribution ;  the  Tract  and  Publication  Societies  and  Boards 
have  generously  contributed  publications,  and  the  people  have 
given  stores, — not  enough  to  save  the  necessity  of  buying  many 
things  to  meet  emergencies  and  special  demands,  yet  very  liberally. 

ECOVOXT  AND  DIRECTNESS  OF  THE  WOBE. 

These  generous  aids  and  valuable  facilities  have  enabled  us  to 
do  a  great  work  at  small  cost,  and  confer  untold  blessings  upon 
our  brave  men  at  little  outlay  of  money ;  our  stores  have  all  gone 
directly  to  them  from  the  hands  of  our  own  delegates,  or  of  those 
known  by  them  to  be  worthy  of  all  confidence. 

The  money  expended  in  arousing  the  people  at  home  to  co- 
operate with  the  Commission,  has  been  very  little  indeed.  The 
Christian  men  who  have  gone  without  pay  as  delegates  to  relieve, 
supply,  and  instruct  the  soldier,  in  hospital  and  camp,  have  just 
as  freely  told  the  story  of  their  work,  and  of  the  soldier's  necessi- 
ties, which  has  served  to  interest  the  people,  and  secure  their 
prayers,  money,  and  stores  better  than  any  paid  agency  could 
possibly  have  done,  while  the  Association  and  their  rooms  have 
served  without  cost,  as  the  agency  to  receive  stores,  and  forward 
everything  without  cost,  and  thus  an  economy  unequalled  in  any 
great  work  since  the  days  of  the  Apostles,  has  been  secured,  both 
at  home  and  in  the  field,  in  collection  and  distribution. 

PXTBLIC  INTEREST. 

An  amazing  feature  in  this  work,  is  the  interest  it  has  excited 
wherever  it  has  become  known.  Meetings  under  the  auspices  of 
the  various  Associations  and  Committees,  have  been  thronged 
from  first  to  last,  and  full  of  interest.  Stores  have  come  in  un- 
sought, and  contributions  have  been  liberal  and  cheerful. 

Our  Anniversary,  held  in  the  Academy  of  Music  in  Philadel- 
phia, Thursday,  January  29th,  and  the  great  meetings  at  the 
Academy  of  Music  in  New  York,  over  which  Lieutenant-General 
Scott  presided,  at  Music  Ha]l»  Boston,  and  at  the  Capitol,  in  the 
Hall  of  Representatives,  Washington,  were  meetings  such  as 
the  world  has  seldom  known  for  weight  of  numbers  and  influencoi 
and  depth  of  power  and  pathos. 
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WOBK  Am)  SCEITES  AT  THE  CENTBAL  OFFICE. 

Steadily  the  labor  at  headquarters  in  Philadelphia  has  in- 
creased. Relief  has  been  sought,  and  by  division  of  work  and 
systematic  arrangement,  found.  Much  that  was  done  at  first  in 
the  central  oflSce,  has  been  turned  over  to  the  agencies  at  Washing- 
ton,  Baltimore,  and  elsewhere,  and  yet  the  growth  of  this  work 
has  been  so  great,  that  the  burden,  instead  of  diminishing,  has 
grown  from  day  to  day.  Besides  the  constant  and  ever-increas- 
ing work,  there  come  with  great  battles  and  grand  emergencies, 
special  occasions  calling  for  almost  superhuman  activity,  energy, 
endurance,  and  skill. 

An  incident  or  two  may  illustrate  the  stirring  scenes  at  head- 
quarters. 

Stores  Oathered  by  Magic  and  sent  Free  by  the  Lightning  Train. 

A  large  delegation  had  been  despatched  at  night  for  Murfrees- 
boro  with  trunks  of  stores  and  letters  of  introduction  and  credit 
addressed  to  our  agents  in  Louisville  and  Nashville.  The  news 
of  Monday  morning  rendered  evident  the  necessity  for  another 
delegation  with  more  abundant  stores  for  immediate  use,  and  it 
was  resolved  to  send  them  forward  if  possible  by  the  Express 
train.  An  hour  and  a  half  only  remained  to  purchase,  pack, 
mark,  invoice,  and  get  them  to  the  depot,  three-quarters  of  a 
mile  away.  Passes  had  also  to  be  obtained  for  the  delegates, 
and  an  order  for  the  free  transmission  of  the  stores  by  Express 
train.  A  letter  was  written  to  the  Vice-President  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania Railroad  asking  for  these.  Half  a  dozen  clerks  were 
despatched  here  and  there  to  buy  the  stores.  Porters  and  dray- 
men were  set  to  work  gathering,  packing,  and  getting  oflF  boxes 
and  barrels  to  the  depot.  At  ten  minutes  to  eleven  the  messen- 
ger sent  with  the  letter  to  the  Vice-President  of  the  Railroad  re- 
turned, saying :  "  There  are  twenty  men  or  more  before  the  door, 
and  the  door  is  locked;  it's  no  use  trying  to  see  him."  Thirty- 
five  minutes  only  remained  then  until  the  train  would  start.  Five 
or  six  loaded  drays  were  already  on  their  way  to  the  depot.  The 
delegates  were  all  fitted  out  and  ready.  Instantly  Mr.  Stuart 
started  for  the  office  of  the  Vice-President,  but  instead  of  be- 
sieging it  in  front  with  the  twenty  waiting  applicants,  he  went 
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round  through  a  private  way  into  a  communicating  oflSce,  and 
said  to  the  gentleman  occupying  it :  "I  must  see  Mr.  Scott ;  I 
have  not  a  moment  to  spare;  just  open  the  door."  The  door 
was  opened.  Mr.  Scott  seen  overwhelmed  with  letters  and  work;, 
bat  the  passes  were  signed,  the  order  was  written,  and  written 
permission  given  for  its  use  beyond  Pittsburg  to  influence  other 
roads.  And  Mr.  Stuart  was  back  before  the  clock  struck  eleven, 
and  then  before  the  twenty-five  remaining  minutes  were  gone, 
the  stores,  thirty-five  boxes,  &c.,  were  piled  in,  all  marked,  num- 
bered, and  invoiced,  and  went  on  with  the  delegates,  free  too,  all 
the  way  to  Nashville. 

A  Thanksgiving  Dinner  for  the  Men  on  the  Heights  near 
Harper's  Ferry.    How  it  was  Despatched. 

Mrs.  Dr.  Harris  wrote  Mr.  Stuart  what  the  fare  of  the  soldiers 
would  be  at  Bolivar  Heights. 

For  breakfast,  chunks  of  bread,  brought  in  on  boards,  and  mix- 
tures called  tea,  served  in  tincups,  in  which  they  had  cooked  for 
months.  For  dinner,  on  the  same  board,  is  bread  and  half-boiled 
beef,  and  a  mixture  of  grease  and  water  called  soup,  served  in 
the  same  tin-cups. 

Mrs.  Harris  was  in  Philadelphia  to  recruit.  Thanksgiving  was 
at  hand.  She  knew  that  our  brave  soldiers  would  have  a  cheer- 
less Thanksgiving  of  it  on  the  Heights,  with  nothing  but  these 
dry  rations.  She  wrote  Mr.  Stuart,  describing  it,  and  asking  for 
apples  to  cook  for  them,  and  some  other  things  to  give  a  pleasant 
variety.     Roast  turkeys  and  mince  pies  were  not  thought  of. 

Owing  to  the  press  of  business  at  the  oflSce,  Mrs.  Harris's  letter 
remained  unread  until  the  time  for  procuring  and  sending  forward 
the  necessary  things  for  the  dinner  was  too  far  gone  to  have 
done  it  for  any  other  than  such  an  occasion.  Mrs.  Harris,  how- 
ever, was  ready  to  go  with  the  supplies,  push  them  through,  and 
have  the  dinner  prepared  and  served.  Presuming  upon  the  dis- 
position of  the  railroad  authorities  to  do  extraordinary  things  for 
the  soldiers,  and  for  Mrs.  Harris  and  the  Christian  Commission, 
the  articles  were  procured  with  the  greatest  despatch,  and  hurried 
down  to  the  railroad  depot,  to  go  on  by  the  express  passenger 
train.  The  railroad  authorities  consented  to  take  them,  and  put 
them  aboard  as  speedily  as  possible.    Notwithstanding  the  extra- 
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ordinary  exertions  of  all  parties,  the  snpplies  could  not  be  hurried 
into  the  cars  in  time,  but  the  train  was  delayed  until  they  were 
all  in,  and  so  they  wen^  forward  from  Philadelphia.  All  honor  to 
the  gentlemen  of  the  Philadelphia,  Wilmington,  and  Baltimore 
Railroad  Company. 

From  Baltimore,  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  Company 
sent  Mrs.  Harris  and  her  supplies  for  the  dinner  forward  in  a 
special  car  detailed  for  the  purpose, — the  same  car  they  had  de- 
tailed for  the  President,  when  he  visited  the  Army  of  the  Poto- 
mac, after  the  battle  of  Antietam. 

And  so  she  reached  Harper's  Ferry,  and  so  the  dinner  was 
there,  and  served  to  the  happy  soldiers,  filling  their  hearts  with 
gladness  and  thanksgiving. 

It  is  worthy  of  note  too,  that  the.  special  car  was  run  off  upon 
a  side  track  at  Harper's  Ferry,  and  left  there,  to  be  the  home 
and  storehouse  of  Mrs.  Harris  for  weeks,  while  she  pursued  her 
noble  work  for  the  soldiers. 

Telegraph  Scenes. 

After  a  battle,  there  are  many  thrilling  scenes  at  our  head- 
quarters. Fathers,  mothers,  brothers,  sisters  and  friends  gather 
to  inquire  for  loved  ones  on  the  battle-field;  the  name  of  the  sol- 
dier and  his  company  are  taken,  entered  in  a  book  with  the  name 
and  address  of  the  inquirer;  the  message  flashes  across  the  wire 
(our  messages  go  free)  to  the  delegate,  and  soon,  it  may  be,  an 
answer  of  joy  or  sadness,  is  sent  to  the  anxious  heart. 

After  the  battle  of  Murfreesboro,  Mr.  Stuart  received  a  letter 
from  a  lady  in  New  York  State,  saying  she  was  a  widow  of  a 
Presbyterian  clergyman.  Her  only  son  was  in  the  battle;  she 
wished  to  send  to  him  what  money  she  could  spare,  and  inclosed 
$2.50.  At  once  the  order  went  to  the  delegate  to  find  the  only 
son  of  a  widow,  and  give  him  the  savings  of  his  beloved  mother. 

Thus  we  bring  the  home  very  near  to  the  battle-field. 

One  Sabbath  day  several  despatches  from  the  battle-fields  of 
Maryland  (so  urgent  were  the  occasions),  were  received  in  church 
and  answered. 


ARMY  AND  NAVY  WORK  AND  INCIDBNTS.  11 

OEKEBAL  DIVISIONS  OF  LABOB. 

The  Commission  has  had  two  general  divisions  of  labor,  the 
one  at  a  distance  from,  and  the  other  at  the  seat  of  war. 

The  work  in  camps  and  hospitals  at  a  distance  from  the  scenes 
of  conflict,  has  been  under  the  charge  of  Young  Men's  Christian 
AssodatioBa,  in  such  places  as  have  loyal  associations  in  them 
willing  to  undertake  it,  and  of  Army  Committees  formed  for  the 
purpose  in  other  places. 

The  work  at  the  seat  of  war  has  been  done  by  the  Commission, 
aided  by  the  Associations  and  Committees  near  the  scenes  of 
conflict. 

The  various  Associations  and  the  Committees  at  a  distance 
from  the  seat  of  war,  have  done  a  great  and  noble  work  in  sup- 
plying the  men  who  were  in  hospitals  and  camps  near  them,  and 
those  passing  on  to  the  war,  with  religious  reading  matter  and 
various  needed  stores,  relieving  and  counselling  the  sick  and 
wounded,  holding  meetings '  amongst  them,  and  gathering  stores 
and  money  for  the  Commission. 

Reports  of  this  work,  as  far  as  we  have  been  able  to  gather 
the  facts,  will  be  given  hereafter. 

First,  however,  we  submit  a  brief  and  partial  exhibit  of  the 

WOBK  OF  THE  V.  S.  CfiBISTIAN  COHHISSION  AT  THE 
SEAT  OF  WAB. 

This  has  been  of  two  classes,  special  and  generaL 

The  relief  and  care  of  the  wounded,  during  and  immediately 
after  battle ;  and  meeting  the  wants  of  men  in  such  places  as 
parole  and  convalescent  camps,  and  other  emergencies,  may  be 
called  "Special  Work." 

Whilst  the  supply  of  religious  service  in  aid  of  chaplains,  or 
in  their  place,  for  hospitals  and  regiments  without  chaplains,  the 
supply  of  reading  matter  to  men  in  hospitals  and  throughout  the 
army,  the  distribution  of  bodily  comforts,  and  the  promotion  of 
intercourse  with  home,  may  be  called  "  General  Work." 

Both  classes  of  work,  however,  are  done  mainly  by  voluntary 
delegates,  with  aid  and  counsel  from  the  Committees  near  the 
seat  of  war. 
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Delegates  are  fitted  out  at  our  headquarters,  in  Philadelphia, 
each  with  his  commission  with  railroad  passes  indorsed  on  it,  his 
memorandum-book  to  take  notes  in  and  instructions  to  guide  him, 
his  haversack,  stored  with  food  for  body  and  soul  to  those  needing 
it,  his  blanket  and  strap,  to  be  his  bed  at  night,  in  a  strait,  and 
if  going  to  the  battle-field,  his  bucket  and  cup,  and  lantern  and 
candle,  to  enable  him  to  give  drink  to  the  famishing,  by  night  as 
well  as  by  day. 

Supplies  of  stores  and  publications  are  sent  forward  for  them 
to  the  rooms  of  our  committees  or  agents  nearest  the  field  of 
their  work ;  and  for  the  battle-field,  a  trunk  for  each  company 
of  three,  five,  or  six  delegates,  as  the  case  may  be,  packed  with 
choicest  and  best  articles,  for  instant  use  for  the  suffering  on  the 
field,  is  taken  with  them  as  personal  baggage,  to  make  sure  that 
they  have  them  the  moment  they  get  there. 

They  are  divided  into  companies,  and  each  company  has  its 
captain  appointed,  and  they  are  each  supplied  with  a  metallic 
badge  neatly  engraven, — 
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to  be  pinned  upon  the  breast  of  his  coat,  and  worn  to  distinguish 
him  in  any  company. 

And  in  some  unexpected  emergencies  whole  car-loads  of  special 
stores  have  been  bought  and  gathered  in  an  incredibly  short  space 
of  time  by  the  magic  of  an  energy  that  removes  all  obstacles,  and 
sent  forward  free  with  the  Express  trains  to  reach  the  field  as 
quick  as  steam  could  take  them.  Forewarned  of  a  coming  battle, 
stores  are  sent  in  advance.  These  trunks  are  kept  on  hand  ready 
packed,  and  stores  are  kept  packed  in  preparation  for  a  battle 
whenever  it  may  occur,  in  boxes  and  barrels,  marked  "  Stores  for 
the  next  battle.''  And  when  forewarned  of  a  battle  approach- 
ing, they  are  sent  to  the  most  convenient  place  in  the  vicinity  of  it. 

Our  delegates  are  instructed  to  report  themselves  in  all  possible 
eases  to  the  proper  authorities,  whether  oflScers,  surgeons,  or  chap- 
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lains,  as  the  proposed  work  may  require,  for  instruction  and  di- 
rection, and  in  every  case  to  respect  the  established  regulations. 

Three  hundred  and  fifty-six  delegates  have  been  sent,  and  three 
thousand  six  hundred  and  ninety-one  boxes,  &;c.,  of  stores  and 
pubh'cations  have  been  distributed  by  them  in  person. 

These  delegates  have  aided  in  the  relief  of  many  thousands  of 
the  wounded  on  the  field,  and  in  their' removal  to  comfortable 
hospitals.  They  have  washed  and  dressed  them,  taken  off  their 
bloody,  filthy  garments,  and  put  on  those  that  were  clean  and 
comfortable ;  cooked  and  given  them  food ;  prepared  and  given 
them  drink  by  the  way.  They  have  prayerfully  pointed  the  dying 
to  Jesus,  and  when  dead  given  them  Christian  burial ;  in  some 
instances  digging  the  grave  with  their  own  hands.  They  have 
written  and  mailed  letters  for  them  to  their  friends,  have  met 
their  yearnings  for  sympathy,  attended  to  dying  requests,  and 
m  manj  other  ways  comforted,  instructed,  cheered,  and  benefited 
them. 

They  have  preached  the  Gospel  in  camps  and  hospitals,  from 
man  to  man,  tent  to  tent,  to  little  groups  and  vast  assemblies,  in 
temporary  chapels  and  under  the  broad  canopy  of  the  heavens, 
and  afforded  Christian  ministries  in  all  the  many  forms  needed 
by  our  brave  men. 

The  Work  of  the  Commission  for  AIL 

Men  of  all  sections  of  our  country,  and  of  all  regiments  of 
our  army,  have  been  alike  and  impartially  cared  for  by  our  dele- 
gates. They  do  not  ask  what  State  a  suffering  soldier  is  from,  or 
what  regiment  he  belongs  to,  before  giving  him  relief,  but  first  pour 
in  the  oil  ^nd  wine  into  his  wounds,  and  get  him  to  the  hospital, 
where  his  wants  will  be  attended  to,  and  then  ask  him  all  about 
himself,  so  as  to  inform  his  friends  at  home ;  or  if  he  has  lost  his 
descriptive  list,  write  for  it  for  him. 

Even  the  wounded  of  the  enemy,  falling  into  our  hands,  are 
not  *^  passed  by  on  the  other  side."  In  many  instances  kindness 
to  them  has  opened  their  hearts,  and  induced  free  expression  of 
petiitence  as  well  as  gratitude. 

They  have  visited  nearly  all  the  battle-fields  of  the  war  with 
their  blessed  ministrations,  and  labored  in  nearly  all  the  camps 
and  hospitals  of  the  whole  army. 
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Stores  and  publications,  amounting  in  value  to  one  hundred  and 
forty-two  thousand  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  have  been  dis- 
tributed to  soldiers  in  hospitals  and  camps. 

They  have  given  personally  to  our  brave  men,  one  hundred  and 
two  thousand  five  hundred  and  sixty  Bibles  and  Testaments,  one 
hundred  and  fifteen  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty-seven  books, 
large  and  small,  thirty-four  thousand  six  hundred  and  fifty-three 
magazines  and  pamphlets,  religious  and  secular,  one  hundred  and 
thirty  thousand  six  hundred  and  ninety-seven  Soldiers'  and 
Sailors'  hymn  and  psalm  books,  three  hundred  thousand  temper- 
ance documents,  and  ten  million  nine  hundred  and  fifty-three 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  six  pages  of  tracts. 

Aid  has  also  been  given  in  the  formation  of  libraries,  and  in 
securing  newspapers  and  the  larger  periodicals  for  reading-rooms 
in  some  of  the  United  States  General  Hospitals. 

A  connected  history,  embracing  all  the  details  of  this  work, 
with  its  many  thrilling  scenes  and  incidents,  would  swell  our  re- 
port to  a  mammoth  volume.  All  we  can  attempt  is  a  few  brief 
sketches  of  campaigns,  battle-fields,  and  camps,  with  a  few  spe- 
cimen incidents  as  illustrations  of  the  whole  work. 

THE  BATTLE  OF  SHILOH,  OB  PITTSBTTBO  LAlTDIirO, 

Galled  out  a  large  number  of  delegates  from  the  Chicago  Asso- 
ciation. With  their  stores,  they  travelled  sever  or  eight  hundred 
miles,  to  reach  and  relieve  our  noble  sufferers. 

Largo  numbers  of  the  wounded  were  taken  to  St.  Louis,  and 
there  came  under  the  influence  of  the  Western  Army  Committee 
and  their  excellent  helpers. 

THE  PENINSTTLAB  CAMPAIGN 

Was  the  first  to  call  forth  good  men  in  any  great  numbers  to 
go  as  delegates  of  the  Commission,  and  the  first  to  induce  the 
public  to  send  stores  in  freely  for  our  delegates  to  distribute. 
Many  men  of  high  standing  and  great  worth  offered  themselves, 
and  were  commissioned  and  sent.  Their  labors  were  abundant, 
and  the  good  done  was  immeasurable.  By  their  unwearied 
labors  and  self-forgetful  exposures  and  hardships,  some  of  them 
were  prostrated,  and  driven  to  return,  long  enough  to  recruit 
strength;  in  most  instances,  however,  only  to  go  again  and  again. 
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The  sick  and  wounded  soldiers  saffering  for  help,  the  eager  desire 
of  the  well  and  the  ill  to  receive  religious  counsel,  and  the  scenes 
of  thrilling  interest  incident  to  their  work,  haunted  them  when 
away,  and  constrained  them  to  go  back,  and  nerved  them  then  to 
work  beyond  their  powers  of  endurance. 

A  Martyr  to  the  Work. 

Rev.  F.  D.  Ladd,  pastor  of  the  North  Penn  Presbyterian  Church, 
Philadelphia,  overworked  himself,  and  induced  an  attack  of  fever, 
terminating  in  his  death.  At  home,  he  was  abundant  in  labor. 
His  sympathies  for  sufferers  and  for  sinners  were  large,  generous, 
and  warm ;  his  affections,  deep  and  strong.  Our  country  had  no 
truer  patriot  amongst  its  sons.  The  work  of  the  Commission 
took  such  deep  hold  of  his  noble  nature,  as  to  lead  him  on, 
irresistibly  and  insensibly,  until  he  was  completely  overborne, 
and  fell  a  martyr  to  his  love  of  Christ,  our  country,  and  our 
brave  men  of  the  army.  He  was  buried  from  his  own  church, 
amidst  the  tears  of  his  people,  and  of  a  great  concourse  of  minis- 
ters and  citizens. 

In  all,  there  were  forty-six  delegates  sent  to  the  Peninsula,  and 
some  of  them  have  never  left  the  work  of  the  Commission.  They 
visited  the  hospitals  called  "Hygei^,"  at  Fortress  Monroe,  "Mill 
Creek,"  ** The  Seminary,"  "Harrison  House,"  and  the  various 
field  hospitals  at  White  House,  Savage's  Station,  and  the  field  hos- 
pitals and  hospitals  in  the  houses  appropriated  to  hospital  purposes 
before  Richmond,  and  aided  in  the  care  of  the  wounded  of  the 
battles  of  Williamsburg,  Fair  Oaks,  Seven  Pines,  and  the  seven 
days  before  Richmond ;  they  ministered  to  thousands  prostrated 
by  sickness,  exposure  and  hardships  at  Yorktown,  and  in  the 
Chickahominy  swamps;  attended  to  the  sick  and  wounded  on 
their  way  to  hospitals  at  Philadelphia  and  elsewhere,  on  board 
steamboats ;  distributed  religious  reading  matter;  held  meetings ; 
wrote  letters  for  the  soldiers,  and  pointed  many  souls  to  Jesus. 

Lives  Saved. 

Rev.  Mr.  Bringhurst,  an  Episcopal  clergyman  of  Philadelphia, 
writing  from  Yorktown,  says : 

"The  soldiers  declare,  that  had  it  not  been  for  the  aid  of  the 
deputation  of  the  Commission,  many  more  of  them  must  have 
died;"  and  he  adds, "  Send  on  good  working  men — men  who  can 
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attend  to  the  body  as  well  as  the  soul ;  men  who  are  willing  to 
work  as  well  as  to  preach.*' 

That  Mr.  Bringhurst  himself  could  preach  as  well  as  work,  and 
carQ  for  the  soul  as  well  as  the  body,  is  evinced  by  the  following 
incident,  selected  from  many  related  by  him : 

One  of  the  ''Lost  Children''  Found. 
After  a  prayer-meeting  at  Yorktown,  in  the  month  of  July,  as 
I  was  returning  to  my  quarters,  my  attention  was  arrested  by 
footsteps  behind  me.  Turning,  I  met  the  gaze  of  a  young  soldier 
belonging  to  a  regiment  called  the  "Lost  Children."  "  0,  sir," 
said  he,  "  won't  you  please  tell  me  how  I  can  be  a  Christian?  I 
was  at  prayer-meeting  to-night,  and  felt  as  though  I  could  talk 
with  you."  "What  made  you  think  of  being  a  Christian?"  I 
asked.  "  Why,  sir,  when  I  was  on  guard  I  was  thinking  of  a 
beautiful  hymn  I  had  read  in  my  Soldier's  Hymn-book,  begin- 
ning, '  Rock  of  ages,  cleft  for  me,'  and  I  wondered  if  I  could  not 
be  built  upon  that  rock."  "Certainly  you  can,"  I  replied; 
"shall  we  pray  together?"  Then  on  the  dusty  roadside,  beneath 
the  stars,  a  prayer  went  up  to  God  which  sent  the  weary  soldier- 
boy  to  his  duties  with  a  light  and  happy  heart.  I  afterwards  fell 
in  with  him,  and  found  him  resting  on  the  "  Rock." 

The  Soldier's  Blessing 

Comes  upon  the  donors  at  home,  the  delegates  in  the  work,  and 
the  Christian  Commission,  from  thousands  of  grateful  hearts. 
Often  and  often  the  tender  and  earnest  "  God  bless  you  and  them 
that  send  you !"  or, "  God  bless  you  and  the  good  people  at  home !" 
or,  "  God  bless  you  and  the  Christian  Commission !"  falls  upon  the 
ears  of  our  delegates  from  the  soldier  when  they  have  relieved 
bodily  suffering;  and  when  they  have  been  the  means  of  leading 
them  to  Jesus,  their  gratitude  has  been  still  deeper  and  more 
abiding. 

The  following  Letter  from  a  Soldiery  received  by  Rev.  George 
J.  Mingins  after  he  had  returned  from  the  Peninsula,  is  an  evi- 
dence of  this: 

«*  Yorktown,  Jnne  25th,  1862. 

"  It  is  with  pleasure  I  now  sit  down  to  express  such  praise  as 
my  language  will  admit  in  admiration  of  one  who,  although  a 
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Stranger,  has  impressed  my  mind  with  a  sense  of  religion.  .  .  « 
I  resolved  to  stand  up  for  Jesus,  to  acknowledge  my  sins  before 
the  world  and  God.  So  the  other  evening  I  went  to  church,  and  . 
amidst  my  comrades  stood  up,  told  them  I  was  a  sinner,  and 
asked  them  to  pray  for  me.  This  was  granted  in  full  earnest, 
and,  sir,  I  am  in  hopes  their  prayers  were  heard.  What  I  want 
to  speak  of  most  is  this :  we  want  the  prayers  of  those  at  home. 
How  easy,  sir,  it  would  be  for  your  congregation  to  meet  and 
pray  God  to  assist  us.     I  know  He  will  hear  your  prayers." 

This  man  was  known  afterwards  as  leading  a  godly  and  con- 
sistent  life. 

From  Yorktown,  Mr.  Mingins  himself,  by  letter,  gave  a  very 
touching  instance  of  grateful  expression  from  a  soldier.    He  says: 

'^  As  we  entered  a  tent,  we  were  much  struck  with  the  appearance 
of  a  man  evidently  fast  passing  away.  He  was  fine-looking,  dark 
hair,  full  intellectual  face,  lustrous  eyes.  He  had  no  bed,  but 
straw  on  the  bare  ground.  His  blanket  was  filthy ;  his  under- 
clothing full  of  vermin.  We  washed  him  ;  changed  him  ;  made 
a  cot  for  him ;  placed  him  on  it:  gave  him  nourishing  food ;  spoke 
to  him  of  home,  of  mother,  of  Jesus.  Slowly  turning,  he  took 
my  hand,  drew  it  to  his  face,  tried  to  thank  me — could  not.  What 
then  ?  Tears  fell  upon  the  hand  he  held.  His  gratitude  was 
made  more  manifest  than  words  could  tell." 

This  incident  illustrates  the 

Eleventh  Hour  Opportunities 
of  our  delegates  for  leading  men  to  Jesus.    No  other  field  afi'ords 
80  many  or  those  so  favorable. 

The  good  seed  sown  in  the  Sunday-school,  the  church,  the 
home,  after  long  lying  dormant,  is  suddenly  caused  to  germinate, 
grow,  and  ripen  by  the  certainty  of  death  near  at  hand.  Then 
comes  the  delegate  with  his  counsels,  pointing  the  way  of  life. 

Rev.  J.  0.  Sloane,  in  the  voluminous  report  of  his  abundant 
labors   on   the   Peninsula,  gives  many  instances  of  this   kind. 

Amongst  others.  Sergeant  L ,  of  Company  E,  Michigan  2d. 

He  was  shot  through  the  lungs,  and  almost  gone.     He  was  not 
able  to  say  much,  but  as  death  approached  he  was  led  to  lean 
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upon  Jesus.  In  a  second  interview  be  requested  Mr.  Sloane  to 
read  the  twelfth  chapter  of  Hebrews.  His  words  were  scarcely 
audible  and  very  few,  but  plainly  showed  that  he  was  applying 
the  truth  to  himself;  that  bis  own  sufferings,  hard  as  they  were  to 
bear,  were  yet  for  his  profit;  that  he  might  partake  of  the  holi- 
ness and  joy  of  the  Savior.  Next  morning  he  passed  peacefully 
away. 

Another  instance  is  that  of  Andrew  B ,  Company  I,  1st 

Massachusetts.  He  had  been  well  taught  as  to  the  way  of  salva- 
tion, and  had  no  hope  of  recovery.  He  spoke  tenderly  of  his 
mother  and  of  his  wVe  and  child.  He  felt  anxious  that  his  child 
should  be  trained  up  for  God.  He  was  counselled  by  Mr.  Sloane 
to  cast  bis  care  for  himself  and  his  loved  ones  upon  the  Lord 
Jesus,  and  leave  all  with  Him.  A  second  visit  in  the  night  was 
made  to  him.  He  calmly  expressed  his  firm  trust  in  the  Savior. 
When  Mr.  Sloane  rose  to  leave,  the  dying  soldier  said  :  "  Now 
you  will  not  see  me  in  the  morning;  I  shall  be  gone.  Offer  one 
more  prayer  with  me.  Ask  God  to  give  me  strong  faith  for  the 
dark  valley."  The  prayer  was  offered,  and  he  said:  "There, 
now  you  may  go.  I  hope  to  meet  you  in  heaven.'*  In  the  morn- 
ing he  was  gone. 

Comfort  afforded  by  Delegates  to  Wounded  and  Dying  Hen. 

(lUv.  Mr.  Corey's  lUport,  p.  4,  July  24tb,  1862.) 

I  assisted  in  taking  one  young  man  on  board  one  of  the  hospital 
steamers.  He  was  scarcely  nineteen  years.  I  saw  that  he  was 
dying,  and  watched  to  see  him  breathe  his  last.  As  I  bathed 
bis  hands,  reaching  up  his  arms,  he  threw  them  around  my  neck 
and  drew  my  face  down  to  his.  I  could  only  learn  that  his  name 
was  Watkins.  Amid  the  din  I  heard  him  murmur  something 
about  "drill."  Poor  fellow,  his  drilling  was  over.  In  the  dead- 
house  next  morning  I  recognized  him,  his  eyes  unclosed,  form 
stiffened  in  death. 

Home  in  the  Heart  of  our  Soldiers.    Christian  Burial  to  the 

Soldier. 

A  fine-looking  youth  was  brought  in  from  his  regiment  to  the 
general  hospital,  ill  only  three  or  four  days.     He  had  a  likeness 
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of  his  sister  and  of  his  dead  mother  suspended  from  his  neck  in 
a  beantifal  golden  locket.  All  through  the  night  he  exclaimed 
in  his  delirium,  '^  I  have  a  sister  on  my  heart ;  I  have  a  sister  on 
my  heart."  Next  afternoon  we  buried  him  beneath  the  over- 
hanging branches  of  a  tree.  Two  or  three  contrabands  and  three 
or  four  others  were  there.  There  were  sobs  and  tears  from  stran- 
gers over  his  humble  grave.  0,  it  is  impossible  to  describe  one's 
feelings  when  burying  our  braves.  One  thinks  of  the  loved  ones* 
far  away  all  unconscious  of  their  great  loss. 

He  writes  from  Pamunkey  River:  "Opportunities  to  relieve 
suffering  and  to  reach  the  heart  with  the  truths  of  salvation, 
which  in  ordinary  circumstances  are  spread  over  many  years,  if 
they  are  found  at  all,  are  here  to  be  found  in  days  or  hours. 
They  are  so  grateful  for  things  which  are  scarcely  valued  at 
home,  and  with  what  solemnity  and  earnestness,  often  with  eyes 
overflowing  with  tears,  they  listen  to  the  word  of  life,  atid  unite 
in  praise  or  prayer !  I  know  of  no  other  expenditure  of  means 
or  men  which  promises  so  much  good." 

Wisdom  of  relieving  Bodily  Sufferings  before  giving  Spiritual. 
Instruction  Illustrated. 

Christian  sympathy  seeks  to  benefit  men  soul  and  body.  When 
a  man  is  starving,  Christianity  offers  him  bread  first,  not  a  Bax- 
ter's Call ;  and  if  famishing  with  thirst,  it  gives  hi  mi  the  cup  af 
cold  water,  in  the  name  of  a  disciple,  not  a  Testament;  and  the 
Christian  Commission  sends  its  delegates  and  fills  their  hands 
with  stores,  that  they  may  first  give  food  and  drink  to  the  sufier- 
ing,  and  wash  and  dress  their  wounds,  and  put  clean,  comfortable 
clothing  upon  them ;  and  then,  as  disciples,  tell  them  of  Jesus, 
in  whose  name  it  is  done,  and  lead  them  to  Him  for  salvation. 

The  wisdom  of  this,  is  illustrated  by  an  instance  in  which  the 
mistake  was  made, — 

A  Mistake  not  made  a  second  time,— 

Of  giving  religious  instruction  before  bodily  relief. 

Mr.  Jones  describes  the  garret  of  the  old  Harrison  msRsion, 
at  Harrison's  Landing,  with  its  eighty-five  men  stowed  away  under 
the  scorching  roof.  He  says,  their  boots  were  so  hardened  by 
the  intense  heat^  that  they  bad  to  cut  them  off  with  a  knife,  in 
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order  to  bathe  their  feet.  The  attendants  refused  to  work  there. 
The  delegates  undertook  to  do  what  they  could.  They  prepared 
buckets  of  cool,  nice  lemonade,  and  took  them  up  on  the  stairs 
leading  to  the  garret;  the  stairs  were  so  narrow  that  only  one  at 
a  time  could  ascend.  Leaving  the  lemonade  out  of  sight  on  the 
stairs,  Rev.  Mr.  S.  proposed  a  short  religious  service,  read 
some  of  the  comforting  words  of  Jesus,  from  the  Gospel  by  St. 
John,  and  talked  very  tenderly  of  home,  of  heaven,  and  of  the 
Savior.  Good  was  done,  no  doubt ;  but  not  so  much  as  if  the 
lemonade  had  come  first.  After  the  service,  they  passed  around 
their  buckets  and  cups,  and  more  than  one  said  to  Mr.  Jones, 
*'Ah!  -Doctor!  Doctor!  this  is  better  than  talk!"  and  to  Mr. 
S.  others  said,  ''Pardon  me,  sir;  your  talk  was  excellent,  but 
this  cooling  drink  is  the  best  now." 

A  Brother's  BoriaL 

Many  a  sad  necessity  like  that  revealed  by  the  touching  inci- 
dent which  follows,  has  been  altogether  saved  or  greatly  relieved 
of  its  lonely  sadness,  by  our  delegates.  A  lad  not  quite  sixteen, 
asked  by  Mr.  Sloane  whether  he  had  any  brothers  in  the 
army,  answered,  "I  had  one,  but  he  was  killed  at  Williamsburg; 
he  fell  at  my  side.  I  found  him  after  the  battle  dying ;  all  he 
could  say  was,  '  Try  and  get  a  box  to  bury  me  in.'  I  could  not 
find  one,  but  got  three  cracker-boxes,  took  the  ends  out,  placed 
them  end  to  end,  and  put  his  body  into  them ;  then  with  my 
bayonet  and  my  hands,  I  hollowed  out  a  place,  not  very  deep, 
though  I  worked  hours  at  it,  and  there  I  laid  him,  with  no  one 
to  help  me,  and  there  his  body  is  now."  Mr.  Sloane  writes  of 
burying  between  fifteen  and  twenty  from  one  hospital,  and  more 
than  fifty  from  another. 

Desire  for  Meetings.    Tents  fitted  up  by  the  Soldiers  for  them. 

Rev.  Anthony  Simpson  writes  from  Fortress  Monroe,  Sept. 
16th,  1862: 

"  A  little  while  ago  I  left  an  exceedingly  blessed  and  solemn 
prayer-meeting,  held  in  a  hospital  tent.  We  hold  them  daily. 
We  doubted  at  first,  but  they  have  been  a  glorious  success.  The 
soldiers  seem  to  enjoy  them.     Without  saying  anything  about  it, 
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they  fitted  up  two  large  vacant  hospital  tents  for  the  purpose. 
They  placed  them  end  to  end,  and  being  square,  the  two  make  a 
respectable  chapel  tent.     Our  meeting  this  evening  was  there." 

Hard  Work. 

Men  do  not  volunteer  as  delegates  of  the  Commission  because 
the  work  is  easy,  and  a  pleasant  recreation.  Never  was  there  a 
service  requiring  or  exciting  more  self-denying  and  ceaseless  toil. 
Many  things  done  by  them  cheerfully,  for  the  love  they  bear  to 
the  soldier,  the  Master,  and  the  country,  money  could  not  have 
hired  them  to  do. 

Rev.  Mr.  Sloane  writes  from  Yorktown,  saying :  *'  Those  who 
have  labored  in  this  noble  cause,  have  found  that  far  more  is 
to  be  done  than  talking,  distributing  publications,  and  praying. 
They  have  had  to  nurse,  dress  wounds,  strip  oflF  filthy  garments, 
wash  the  blood  and  dust  of  hard  fights  and  hard  marches  off 
from  helpless  soldiers;  cleanse  them  of  vermin,  and  put  upon 
them  clean  and  comfortable  clothing ;  dig  graves  for  the  dead, 
lift  and  open  boxes,  make  wearisome  visits  on  foot,  sleep  on  the 
ground,  or  floor,  or  bags,  or  boxes,  and  often  work  from  daylight 
until  midnight,  or  all  night  long,  with  little  to  eat  except  dry 
bread  or  crackers,  and  meat  without  cooking." 

And,  closing  his  report  of  the  Peninsular  service  for  the 
Christian  Commission,  Mr.  Sloane,  speaking  for  the  delegation 
generally,  says :  "  We  found  many  sinking  with  fever  and  other 
diseases,  unable  to  help  themselves,  with  few  to  help  them, 
in  a  most  wretched  condition ;  clothes  not  changed,  or  face  and 
hands  not  washed  for  weeks.  We  spent  days,  basin,  soap  and 
towel  in  hand,  going  from  man  to  man  to  wash  them  and  change 
their  clothes. 

"Others  with  us,  were  engaged  in  like  manner.  Mrs.  Dr.  Harris, 
of  Philadelphia,  so  widely  known  for  her  good  works ;  Mrs.  S., 
from  Maine,  and  Judge  Clark,  of  Michigan. 

"  And  in  all  this  work,  everywhere,  we  distributed  our  stores 
with  our  own  hands,  directly  to  the  soldiers;  gave  them  religious 
reading  matter,  and  had  precious  opportunities  to  whisper  in 
their  ears  words  of  salvation,  and  breathe  prayers  for  God's 
blessing,  and  guide  the  dying  to  Jesus,  and  oft^n  to  addrefSs  the 
groups,  larger  or  smaller,  as  we  found  them  collected  together.*' 
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POPE  S  BATTLES  BEFOBE  WASHINGTON. 

Leaving  the  Peninsula  with  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  Rev. 
W.  H.  Corey,  of  New  Hampshire,  one  of  our  delegates,  hastened 
up  to  Warrenton,  where  he  met  the  wounded  from  the  battle  of 
Cedar  Mountain,  and  rendered  signal  service  to  them. 

Besides  all  other  kind  and  Christian  offices  for  them,  he  saved 
four  car-loads  from  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  With  such  assist- 
ance as  some  of  the  wounded  themselves  could  render  him,  he 
rolled  the  four  cars  with  their  living  freight  of  mangled  men, 
three  or  four  miles,  to  a  point  where  locomotives  could  take  them. 
In  doing  this,  he  wore  his  shoes  off  entirely,  and  came  into  Fair- 
fax Court  House  barefoot,  then  down  to  Fairfax  Station,  where 
he  was  ready  for  the  further  work  thrown  upon  our  men  by  the 
later  battles. 

As  another  illustration  of  the  self-sacrificing  spirit  of  the  men 
who  have  so  freely  given  time  and  toil  to  this  Christ-like  service, 
it  ought  not  to  go  untold,  that  Mr.  Corey  worked  on  until,  when 
he  returned  to  his  church  and  home,  in  New  Hampshire,  he 
almost  died  from  the  effects  of  it. 

The  Second  Bull  Bnn  Battle, 

With  the  famous  despatches  of  General  Pope,  electrified  the 
whole  country,  and  the  Commission  sent  forward  a  delegation  of 
twenty-two  men  to  aid  in  the  relief  and  removal  of  the  wounded. 

The  ways  to  the  battle-fields,  both  by  the  wagon-road  from 
Washington  to  Manassas,  and  by  the  railroad  through  Alexan- 
dria, were  so  overcrowded  and  choked  up,  and  the  difficulties  of 
getting  to  the  field  so  great,  that  but  for  the  efficient  aid  of  the 
gentlemanly  master  of  transportation  of  the  Baltimore  a^d  Ohio 
Railroad,  Mr.  Smith,  and  General  Haupt,  the  Military  Director 
of  the  Railroad,  the  delegation  would  have  failed  entirely  to  get 
to  the  scenes  of  carnage.  As  it  was,  about  half  of  them  re- 
mained at  Washington  and  Alexandria  to  assist  in  giving  food 
and  drink  to  the  sufferers  as  they  came,  train  after  train,  by  the 
cars,  and  in  removing  them  from  the  cars  to  the  hospitals.  The 
otberfi^  pressed  on,  and  were  the  first  on  the  field. 
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The  Scene  at  Fairfax  Station, 

Where  the  wounded  were  broughj  from  the  battle-field,  as  it  met 
the  eyes  of  the  delegates  on  their  arrival,  was  strange  and  heart- 
rending. Acres  of  mangled  men  were  there  lying  on  the  ground. 
Many  of  them  had  neither  had  food  or  drink  for  twenty-four  or 
some  even  forty-eight  hours,  and  besides  the  agony  of  their 
wounds  they  were  almost  dead  of  hunger  and  thirst. 

We  did  not  then  understand  how  to  fit  out  our  men  as  we  do 
now.  They  had  no  lanterns,  and  had  to  make  a  candlestick  of 
one  hand,  whilst  with  the  other  they  served  the  men.  They  had 
taken  no  buckets  or  cups  from  home,  and  could  find  in  Washing- 
ton only  some  butter- tubs  with  bales,  instead  of  buckets.  These, 
however,  were  immensely  useful,  and  helped,  no  doubt,  to  save 
many  lives.  A  contraband  was  charged  with  the  business  of 
making  cofiee  in  a  large  camp-kettle,  and  as  fast  as  it  was  made 
the  delegates  filled  their  buckets,  and,  candle  in  hand,  went  from 
group  to  group  and  man  to  man,  giving  coffee  to  the  poor  sufi*er- 
ers,  who  were  crying  out ;  "  Give  me  some  coffee ;  I  have  had 
none  for  a  whole  day,"  or  for  two  days,  as  the  case  might  be. 
And  whenever  the  cofi*ee-kettle  failed  them,  the  delegates  laid  a 
poor  reluctant  spring  near  by  under  tribute  for  water  not  over 
clear,  and  gave  that  instead. 

Before  morning,  all  had  been  served  at  least  with  the  cup  of 
cold  water  and  with  a  soft  cracker,  if  no  more ;  and  about  seven 
hundred  had  been  helped  aboard  the  cars,  the  helpless  carefully 
carried  and  laid  in  on  hay  spread  on  the  floor ;  those  who  could 
walk  were  arranged  on  top. 

With  the  morning.  Dr.  Ranch,  Medical  Director  of  Pope's 
army,. came  from  another  field,  and  Rev,  Mr.  Boardman,  who 
was  in  charge  of  the  delegation,  reported  to  him.  Dr.  Ranch 
received  the  party  with  great  gladness,  and  greatly  increased 
their  means  of  relieving  the  wounded. 

A  Mirade  of  Camp  Cooking 

Was  wrought  by  Dr.  Vanderkieft,  who  had  charge  of  that  de- 
partment under  Dr.  Ranch.  An  incredibly  short  space  of  time 
availed  him  to  have  nice  soup,  good  coffee,  bread  and  beef  ready 
and  served  to  seven  thousand  men,  wounded  and  well.     A  whole 
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row  of  camp-kettles  for  coffee,  and  another  for  soup,  with  con- 
trahands  to  run  them,  supplied  the  delegates  and  others  as  fast 
as  they  could  make  distributjjon,  until  the  whole  multitude  was 
satisfied.  The  jams  and  jellies  and  lemons  of  the  Commission 
also  were  made  up  with  sugar  and  water  into  a  delicious,  healthy, 
and  nutritious  beverage,  and  given  to  every  man  as  he  was  brought 
in  from  Bull  Run. 

Whilst  this  was  going  on,  the  roar  of  cannon  broke  upon  them, 
announcing  the  battle  of  Fairfax  Court  House.  A  night  of 
alarms  and  toil,  without  sleep,  ended,  morning  brought  the 
wounded  of  the  evening's  battle,  followed  by  our  own  retreating 
forces ;  and  by  the  afternoon  we  had  aided  in  removing  the  last  of 
the  sufferers  onward  to  Alexandria  and  Washington,  thirty-five 
hundred  in  all.  Just  in  time,  for  as  the  last  of  them  left,  the 
torch  was  applied  to  the  forage  yet  unmoved,  and  an  hour  after- 
wards the  enemy  were  on  the  ground,  but  our  brave  martyrs  were 
all  safe. 

MABTLAITD  nrVASION . 

Immediately  after  the  battle  of  South  Mountain,  several  of  our 
delegates  left  Washington  with  four  ambulances  loaded  with 
stores  and  medicines,  and  arrived  at  Middletown,  Boonsboro',  and 
Antietam  in  advance  of  any  other  stores,  and  were  enabled  to 
afford  most  essential  aid  to  the  surgeons  and  wounded  heroes,  at 
a  time  when  the  destitution  was  almost  entire,  and  the  calls  for 
aid  overwhelming.  At  the  same  time,  delegates  were  sent  from 
Philadelphia  and  Baltimore,  by  way  of  Frederick,  and  a  day  or 
two  after,  more  from  Philadelphia,  by  way  of  Hagerstown,  until 
there  were  over  seventy  Christian  men  at  work  upon  these  battle- 
fields, and  among  the  hospitals. 

Some  of  them  were  at  the  Stone  Bridge,  near  Gen.  McClellan's 
headquarters,  and  worked  all  day  during  the  battle  of  Antietam, 
under  the  observation  of  the  commander,  the  shells  often  passing 
over  the  place,  far  beyond  them,  and  others  were  in  all  the  field 
hospitals  during  that  terrible  day,  doing  whatever  good  sense, 
sympathy,  and  Christian  love  could  suggest;  dressing  wounds; 
giving  nourishment  and  stimulants  to  sustain  the  men  till  the 
surgeons  could  attend  them;  bathing  them,  taking  their  last 
messages  and  tokens  of  love,  and  praying  by  the  dying,  and 
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pointing  to  Jesus.  Their  exertions  and  labors  were  commended 
by  Gen.  McClellan  himself  on  the  field,  and  by  the  surgeons  who 
welcomed  their  aid.  * 

After  the  battles,  they  sought  out  the  wounded,  aided  in  bring- 
ing them  in,  and  in  many  cases,  buried  the  dead  with  their  own 
hands. 

A  large  number  of  them  remained  till  the  wounded  were 
all  cared  for,  and  those  able  to  endure  it  were  removed  to  the 
hospitals  in  other  places. 

Some  of  them  paid  particular  attention*to  the  Corn  Exchange 
Begiment,  of  Philadelphia,  and  were  the  means  of  great  comfort 
to  friends,  by  finding  the  bodies  of  the  dead,  and  bringing  home 
some  mementoes  from  them ;  one  delegate  returning  with  articles 
thus  taken  from  the  bodies  of  loved  ones.  The  Corn  Exchange 
gave  votes  of  thanks  for  these  services,  and  a  generous  contribu- 
tion to  the  Commission. 

The  wounded  at  Frederick  were  also  materially  aided  and  com- 
forted by  some  of  these  delegates,  who  found  great  need  of  their 
stores  and  services  in  that  city  of  hospitals. 

In  the  confusion  caused  by  this  invasion,  and  the  great  de- 
mand for  transportation,  it  was  diflBcult  to  forward  our  stores  from 
Frederick.  In  this  we  were  most  eflEiciently  aided  by  Mr.  Gideon 
Bants  of  that  city,  who  acted  as  our  agent,  received  and  trans- 
mitted our  stores,  overcoming  all  obstacles  in  his  zeal  for  the 
canse,  and  in  every  way  in  his  power  giving  facilities  to  our 
delegates. 

After  the  battles,  all  those  who  were  wounded  so  severely  as 
to  be  unable  to  bear  removal  to  a  distance  were  gathered  toge- 
ther at  Smoketown,  and  one  of  our  delegates,  who  has  been  in 
our  service  ever  since  May  last,  and  who  is  eminently  qualified 
by  nature  and  grace  for  the  work.  Rev.  Mr.  Sloane,  remained 
with  them  for  three  months,  doing  a  great  work  in  consoling  the 
wonnded  and  in  leading  them  to  the  great  Physician.  When  he 
left,  the  surgeon  in  charge,  a  devout  Catholic,  gave  him  a  letter, 
which  is  below.  Soon  after  he  received  a  letter  from  the  sur- 
geon and  from  one  of  the  soldiers,  calling  him  back ;  extracts 
from  which  we  give.  Mr.  Sloane  returned,  and  is  now  there,  reap- 
ing the  fruits  of  his  long  and  self-denying  labors. 
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Temporal  Belief  and  Comfort.    Opening  the  Way  for  Spiritnal 

Instruction. 

Rev.  Mr.  Torrence  says :  *♦  After  the  battle  of  South  Moun- 
tain, I  found  over  thirty  in  barns,  sheds,  &c.,  without  any  com- 
fort, medicine,  or  clothing,  or  any  attention  except  Such  as  was 
given  by  a  few  of  their  comrades,  in  one  barn  nine  rebels  and 
three  Union  men  lying  on  the  floor. 

*'  After  doing  all  we  could,  we  read  the  fourteenth  chapter  of 
John  and  talked  ten  minutes,  prayed ;  and  then  to  hear  the  poor 
fellows  pray,  who  before  had  been  ashamed  to  pray,  was  very 
touching.  Once  led  in  the  way,  they  continued  of  their  own  ac- 
cord, and  we  left  them  comfortable  and  comforted  by  the  Com- 
forter, proved  to  those  who  ask  for  Him." 

The  Faith  of  an  Unbeliever. 
Rev.  G.  J.  Mingins  says :  "  One  day  we  were  burying  some 
poor  fellows  who  had  fallen  in  the  battle  of  Antietam,  and  a  sol- 
dier was  helping  us.  He  told  us  how  he  had  passed  through  the 
fierce  conflict  unharmed;  *for  which,'  said  he,  *I  thank  God.* 
^  Thank  the  rebels  for  being  such  bad  marksmen/  said  a  man  near 
us.  The  soldier,  looking  him  in  the  face,  said :  ^  I  ain't  no  Chris- 
tian, God  knows.  After  what  we  passed  through  I  ought  to  be 
a  better  man.  You  may  think  as  you  like ;  I  think  God  saved 
me,  not  the  rebels'  bad  shooting.'  Here  was  ground  to  work 
upon." 

Soldiers'  Gratitude. 

One  day  when  visiting  the  field  hospitals  of  Antietam,  we  met 
a  drummer-boy  who  was  suffering  from  dysentery.  Bravely  had 
the  little  fellow  passed  through  the  wars^  with  McClellan.  Dis- 
ease had  seized  upon  his  tender  frame,  and  he  was  weak  and  sick 
and  sad.  He  was  from  Massachusetts ;  had  followed  his  father 
to  the  wars.  His  father  had  fallen,  and  he  was  alone.  We  took 
him  to  our  ambulance,  gave  him  soma  blackberry  cordial,  which 
bad  been  sent  from  his  native  State  through  the  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association  of  Boston.  We  told  him  this.  Looking 
up  in  our  face,  while  the  tears  streamed  down  his  own,  he  said : 
"Maybe,  sir,  mother  made  this;  she  was  always  good.  Any- 
how, God  bless  you  and  them  who  sent  it.  Good-by,  sir." 
From  the  general  to  the  drummer-boy  all  appreciate  the  good 
accomplished  by  the  Commission. 
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Sonpi  in  the  Night 
Rev.  Mr.  Beattj  of  Philadelphia  says :  "  After  laboring  all 
day  among  the  woanded  at  Antietam  amid  the  roar  of  cannon, 
with  shells  above  and  around  us,  about  eleven  o'clock  at  night  I 
lay  down  on  the  ground,  completely  exhausted,  in  the  midst  of 
acres  of  wounded,  to  get  some  rest.  I  had  just  fallen  asleep 
when  I  was  aroused  by  the  request  to  visit  a  dying  soldier  who 
desired  to  see  me.  I  went,  and  found  him  lying  in  a  wagon,  evi- 
dently near  his  end,  and  desiring  to  know  the  way  to  Christ. 
As  briefly  as  I  could  I  spoke  of  Jesus,  his  death,  his  love,  and 
then  raised  my  voice  in  prayer.  As  soon  as  the  sound  of  prayer 
went  out  upon  the  night  air  over  those  thousands  of  wounded 
men,  every  moan  and  groan  was  hushed,  and  amidst  the  most 
profound  and  solemn  silence  I  prayed  for  that  soul  soon  to  meet 
the  Judge,  and  for  all  who  were  near  us.  After  prayer  a  lady 
sang  most  sweetly  the  words : 

*'  In  the  Christian's  home  of  glory, 
There  remains  a  land  of  rest, 
There  my  Savior's  gone  before  me, 
To  ftilfil  my  soul's  request. 

CBORCS. 

There  is  a  rest  for  the  weary, 
There  is  a  rest  for  the  weary, 
There  is  a  rest  for  the  weary. 

There  is  a  rest  for  you, 
On  the  other  side  of  Jordan, 
In  the  sweet  fields  of  Eden, 
Where  the  tree  of  life  is  blooming. 

There  is  rest  for  yon.'* 

And  then  Mrs.  Harris  stooped  down  and  kissed  him.  We  left 
him,  and  early  in  the  morning,  as  we  visited  him,  we  found  a 
kind  friend  just  closing  his  eyes,  his  spirit  having  gone, — may  we 
not  hope  to  forever  behold  the  Savior  whom  he  so  desired  to  know." 

An  incident  showing  the  connection  between  home  and  thid 
leork^  is  worthy  of  mention. 

A  delegation  was  about  to  leave  Philadelphia  for  Antietam, 
and  Mr.  P.  B.  Simmons  commended  the  members  to  God  in 
prayer,  and  asked  that  they  might  be  blessed  in  their  labors  and 
made  a  comfort  to  the  soldiers  and  their  friends.  He  had  a  son 
in  the  army,  but  did  not  then  know  he  was  hurt.  The  delegates 
went,  and  one  of  them  on  the  battle-field  found  the  body  of  Mr. 
Simmons's  son,  and  had  it  tenderly  oared  for  and  sent  home  to 
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the  mourning  father.     Thus  God  answered  his  prayer  in  a  way 
he  had  not  thought  of. 

Piteous  Appeal. 
W.  A,  Duff,  Esq.,  of  Philadelphia,  writes:  "The  writer,  with 
some  three  or  four  others,  found  in  a  stable  and  barnyard  some 
fifteen  dead  and  wounded  lying  together.  Those  who  were  yet 
alive,  begged  in  the  most  piteous  tones  that  we  would  have  their 
wounds  examined  and  dressed,  and  remove  them  to  less  exposed 
quarters.  This  was  attended  to  as  soon  as  possible,  the  delegates 
aiding  personally  in  the  burial  of  the  dead  and  in  relieving  the 
wants  of  the  living,  and  finally  removing  them  to  a  place  where 
they  would  be  regularly  cared  for." 

A  Surgeon's  Thanks. 

Headquarters  118th  Begfc.  P.  V. 
.   Sharpbburo,  Sept.  22d,  1862. 

Geo.  H.  Stuart, 

Chairman  Christian  Commission. 

Dear  Sir:  I  take  great  pleasure  in  thanking  you  in  behalf  of 
the  118th  Regiment  P.  V.,  for  the  very  kind  and  opportune  as- 
sistance the  Christian  Commission  rendered  us  in  the  sad  calamity 
which  befell  our  regiment  in  the  engagement  with  the  enemy  on 
the  20th  inst.,  and  most  especially,  in  the  person  of  Dr.  G.  A. 
Kingsbury,  who  was  untiring  in  his  labors,  engaged  night  and  day 
in  operating,  dressing  wounds,  and  aiding  the  afflicted  in  a  thousand 
ways.  His  presence  here  was  most  opportune  and  fortunate  for 
us.  Mr.  Cummings,  and  in  fact  every  one  connected  with  the 
Commission,  aided  us  very  materially  in  every  instance  where 
they  could  make  themselves  useful.  I  deem  this  acknowledg- 
ment due  to  Dr.  Kingsbury  from  me,  for  no  one  else  can  fully 
appreciate  the  amount  of  service  rendered  us. 
Very  respectfully, 

Joseph  Thomas, 

Surgeon  118th  Regt.  P.  V. 

P.S.  Col.  0.  M.  Prevost,  to  whom  I  have  just  shown  the  above 
acknowledgment,  joins  most  heartly  in  the  indorsement  of  it, 
and  he  would  have  written  also,  if  he  had  been  able  to  do  so. 

JosBPH  Thomas, 

Surgeon. 

Geo.  H.  Stuart. 
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Another  Surgeon's  Testimony. 

Gekbbal  Hospital,  Smokbtown,  Mo., 
November  15th,  1862. 

It  gives  me  much  pleasure  to  testify  to  the  eminently  Christian 
senrice  of  the  Bev.  Dr.  Sloane,  at  this  hospital  since  the  battle  of 
Antietam.  He  has  volunteered  his  services  here,  and  his  kind- 
oess  and  self-sacrifice,  in  ministering  to  our  sick  and  wounded 
soldiers,  are  beyond  all  praise. . 

He  has  been  assiduous  in  procuring  and  distributing  supplies 
from  charitable  associations,  thereby  greatly  contributing  to  the 
comfort  of  our  patients.  As  a  gentleman  and  as  a  Christian  min- 
ister, Mr.  Sloane  has  won  golden  opinions  from  all  with  whom  he 
has  associated. 

F.  Vanderkeift, 

Sargeon  in  charge. 

Public  Services  aid  Private  Efforts. 

Mr.  Sloane  says:  "At  Smoketown  and  Hoflfman's  farm,  where 
I  gave  my  services  as  chaplain  for  three  months,  I  found  great 
good  resulting  from  holding  services  in  the  tents,  consisting  of 
singing,  reading  the  Scriptures,  remarks  and  prayer,  and  some- 
times only  a  few  remarks  and  prayer.  By  this  means,  an  interest 
in  religious  things  was  kept  up  in  all  the  wards,  and  men  were 
more  easily  approached  personally  on  the  great  question  of  the 
souFs  salvation.  These  meetings  were  generally  in  the  even- 
ing." 

Soldiers  eager  for  the  OospeL 

Mr.  Sloane  says :  "  In  the  main  part  of  the  barn  on  the  Hoff- 
man farm,  were  about  two  hundred  wounded.  I  went  up  one 
evening  after  supper,  and  proposed  holding  religious  services. 
A  general  expression  of  satisfaction  and  joy  was  heard  in  every 
part  of  the  building.  I  held  the  meeting.  All  was  quiet.  Be- 
fore, groans  and  complaints  filled  the  place ;  now  silence  reigned, 
that  each  one  might  hear  of  Christ  and  His  salvation.  At  the 
conclusion,  many  said,  *Come  again;  be  sure  and  come  every 
evening;  that's  what  we  want  now.'  After  this  I  held  a  service 
every  evening,  and  have  reason  to  believe  that,  by  the  blessing  of 
God,  some  were  led  to  Christ. 
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"As  Tfe  were  bidding  them  good-night  aft^r  service  one  even- 
ing, some  one  called  to  me.  I  went  and  sat  down  by  the  young 
man  who  called  me.  As  I  took  his  hand,  he  said,  'I  want  you 
to  sit  down  by  my  side  and  talk  to  me  of  God,  and  being  saved. 
Since  I  was  brought  to  this  barn,  I  have  thought  over  how  my 
mother  used  to  take  me  and  my  brother  and  sister,  and  talk  of 
those  things  and  pray  with  us,  and  now  I  have  determined  to 
seek  God,  to  be  a  soldier  of  the  Cross.'  I  sat  down  on  the  straw 
by  his  side,  saying  to  a  soldier  n6xt  to  him  about  the  same  age, 
'And  will  not  you,  William,  make  this  good  resolve  too?*  'I 
will,*  said  he;  'I  want  to  be  a  Christian;  show  me  the  way.* 

"I  endeavored  to  open  the  way  of  life  to  them.  They  seemed 
to  seek  the  pearl  of  great  price  earnestly,  and  I  trust,  found  it. 
One,  after  great  suffering,  died  in  peace ;  the  other  recovered,  his 
leg  having  been  amputated,  and  the  day  before  leaving  the  hospital 
for  home,  told  us  that  his  life  should  be  spent  in  God*s  service; 
he  saw  His  goodness,  and  all  bis  life  he  hoped  to  praise  and 
bless  His  holy  name. 

Hymn-books  are  Aids. 
**At  the  hospitals  in  Smoketown  I  supplied  nearly  every  one, 
patients  and  nurses,  with  the  Soldier's  Hymn-book.  Singing 
might  be  heard  almost  every  evening  in  most  of  the  wards ;  and 
our  meetings  on  the  Sabbath,  and  in  the  tents  with  the  wounded 
during  the  week,  the  good  singing  made  it  doubly  interesting. 
The  distribution  of  these  Hymn-books  had  a  good  effect  upon  the 
general  spirits  of  the  men;  and  in  many  cases  led  to  serious 
thoughts,  which  resulted  in  conversion.** 

Kindness  and  Care  open  the  Heart. 

Mr.  Sloane  says :  "  Henry  C ,  of  the  19th  Massachusetts 

regiment,  was  brought  to  Hoffman*s  barn,  wounded  badly  in  the 
thigh,  and  having  lost  the  use  of  his  arms.  He  was  about  twenty 
years  old,  an  only  child,  tenderly  nurtured.  I  gave  particular 
attention  to  him  in  his  helplessness,  fearing  he  might  be  neg- 
lected ;  talking  with  him,  and  giving  him  needed  articles  and 
books.  He  was  very  patient,  and  never  complained,  though  his 
wound  was  very  painful.  From  the  first  he  was  anxious  about 
his  soul,  and  desired  me  to  remember  him  in  my  prayers.     The 
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first  intimation  I  had  that  he  had  obtained  a  hope,  was  an 
expression  of  joy  and  praise  at  the  close  of  onr  nsual  evening 

prajer.     He  called  Mr.  R ,  of  Boston,  and  me,  to  his  side, 

and  expressed  his  confidence  in  God,  and  his  desire  to  submit  to 
his  will,  and  seemed  happy.  Ever  after  that  he  appeared  cheer- 
ful, and  said  he  felt  no  fear  of  death.-  He  believed  Jesus  was 
able  and  willing  to  save  him.  He  loved  the  voice  of  prayer ; 
and  if  I  was  delayed  by  any  press  of  business  beyond  the  usual 
time  of  evening  worship,  he  would  send  his  nurse  to  ask  me  to 
corae, — sending  once  after  eleven  o'clock  at  night. 

"  The  nurse  was  led  to  reflection  by  being  sent  at  such  an 
hour,  on  such  an  errand ;  and  on  this  night  I  found  him  outside 
of  the  bam,  weeping  bitterly.  He  came  up  to  me,  and  said :  '  I 
never  had  such  feelings  in  my  life.  It  seems  as  if  all  my  wicked 
life  and  bad  acts  have  come  up  before  me.'  I  found  he  had  been 
a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church  at  home,  but  in  the  army  had 
wandered  far  away.  The  message  of  Henry  had  brought  him  to 
consider  his  ways,  and  to  resolve  to  go  back  to  his  Father's 
house. 

"  When  it  became  evident  Henry  could  not  live,  I  told  him,  as 
kindly  as  I  could,  that  we  felt  he  could  not  recover.  He  calmly 
said :  '  I  am  safe,  living  or  dying,  in  God's  hands ;'  and  wished 
to  see  his  mother,  for  whom  we  had  already  sent.  She  came, 
was  much  shocked  at  his  situation  and  surroundings,  and  said  to 
him :  *  Henry,  my  son,  are  you  not  sorry  you  entered  the  army, 
and  left  home,  to  come  out  and  suffer  all  this  ?*  Looking  steadily 
at  her,  in  a  voice  stronger  than  usual,  he  said :  *  Oh  mother,  how 
can  you  ask  me  such  a  question  as  that  ?  You  know  I  am  not 
sorry.  I  lovtd  my  country,  and  for  her  cause  I  came.'  His 
mother  remained  constantly  with  him.  His  sufferings  were  great, 
but  his  confidence  in  the  Savior  never  faltered. 

^'  He  had  expressed  to  his  mother  the  desire  to  be  baptized ; 
and  early  one  Sabbath  morning  she  sent  for  me.  I  went,  and 
found  him  in  great  distress,  though  conscious,  and  able  to  reply 
to  the  questions  I  asked.  I  briefly  explained  the  nature  of  the 
ordinance,  and  directed  him  to  trust  not  in  it,  but  in  Christ.  It 
was  a  novel  sight.  There  on  the  stretcher  lay  that  only  child  ; 
by  his  side  knelt  his  weeping  mother.  It  was  early.  Only  the 
sorrow-stricken  mother  was  present  at  that  baptismal  scene.     I 
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took  the  canteen  that  be  had  carried  in  battle,  as  it  lay  by  the 
side  of  the  stretcher,  left  by  the  nurse,  filled  with  water  for  use 
in  the  night,  and  baptized  him  in  the  name  of  the  sacred  Trinity, 
as  a  sign  of  an  inward  renewal  and  working  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

"  Henry  died  for  his  country, — first  having  found  Jesus,  the 
great  Captain  of  his  salvation,  who  had  died  for  him." 

Song  on  the  Amputating  Table. 
Rev.  Mr.  Sloane  says :  "  There  was  a  young  man  from  Massa- 
chusetts, Charles  Warren,  severely  wounded  in  the  leg.  At  first 
there  was  some  hope  of  saving  it ;  but  mortification  setting  in,  it 
became  necessary  to  amputate  it,  as  a  last  resort,  and  this  with 
little  hope  of  saving  his  life.  A  townsman  was  with  him,  and 
cared  for  him,  who  wished  me  try  and  awaken  him  to  his  condi- 
tion, and  point  him  to  the  Savior,  saying :  *  I  know  he  cannot 
live,  and  it  will  be  a  great  comfort  to  his  pious  mother  to  know  he 
died  in  hope  of  a  blessed  immortality.'  I  had  before  visited  him, 
and  continued  to  see  him,  until  he  was  led  to  cast  himself  upon 
the  mercy  of  Him  who  is  willing  to  save  even  to  the  uttermost. 
I  had  determined  not  to  witness  the  operation,  as  too  painful, 
and  hopeless  of  good,  and  turned  away,  as  they  took  up  the 
stretcher  to  carry  him  to  the  amputating  table.  But  what  was 
our  surprise  to  hear  him  singing,  in  a  clear  and  cheerful  voice, 
as  they  laid  him  on  the  amputating  table,  the  familiar  words : 

'There'll  be  no  more  sorrow  there; 
In  heaven  above,  where  aU  is  love, 
There'U  be  no  more  sorrow  there.' 

"  I  stayed,  feeling  that  Charlie  was  calm,  trusting  in  God. 
The  limb  was  taken  ofi",  and  he  remained  in  a  drowsy  state  for 
twenty-four  hours,  and  then  he  gently  passed  away.  We  buried 
him  in  a  quiet  spot,  with  appropriate  services, — thinking  of  him, 
as  we  left,  as  in  that  heaven  of  which  he  so  cheerfully  sang." 

Happy  Deathbed. 

Mr.  Sloane  says :  "  I  shall  never  forget  the  deathbed  of  Wil- 
liam Eugene  C ,  a  young  man  about  nineteen  years  of  age. 

He  was  the  youngest  of  four  brothers  in  the  army.  I  had 
visited  him  almost  every  day  in  his  tent.  While  hoping  to  re- 
cover, his  mind  became  interested  in  religious  matters.   One  died 
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on  the  cot  opposite,  rejoicing  in  a  Savior's  love.  This  deeply  im- 
pressed him,  and  he  soon  after  gave  his  heart  to  the  Lord,  and 
became  reconciled  to  whatever  might  be  His  will.  He  talked  of 
going  home  to  be  with  Christ;  said  it  was  no  matter  when  or 
where  he  died.  To  his  pious  nurse  he  talked  much  of  dying,  and 
frequently  asked  him  to  pray  with  him.  An  affectionate  and 
beloved  sister  was  with  him  for  a  week  before  his  death.  The 
day  he  died,  Sabbath,  Ifovember  23d,  as  several  of  those  who 
had  become  interested  in  him  were  standing  around  his  cot,  he  bid 
all,  calling  each  one  by  name,  an  affectionate  farewell,  saying  he 
hoped  to  meet  us  all  in  heaven.  As  I  stood  holding  bis  hand,  he 
asked  me  to  pray.  During  the  prayer  he  joined  with  great  earn- 
estness ;  then  wished  us  to  sing.  We  sang  a  few  verses  of  the 
hymn, 

'How  sweet  the  name  of  Jesus  soonds  in  a  belierer's  ear.' 

After  this  he  stretched  out  his  arms,  saying,  *Take  me,  take  me 
away.'  I  asked,  '  Where  shall  we  take  you  to,  William  V  He 
said,  '  O  take  me  to  heaven,  take  me  to  heaven  to  my  Savior.' 
Soon  after,  calmly  and  peacefully,  he  went  to  his  Savior. 

BATTLE  OF  FBEDEBICKSBUBO. 

In  anticipation  of  a  battle,  special  stores  had  been  packed  in 
boxes  and  barrels  and  forwarded  from  headquarters  in  Philadel- 
phia to  the  rooms  in  Washington,  as  a  reserve  supply  to  be  sent 
on  to  the  battle-field ;  and  other  stores  selected  and  packed  in 
trunks  for  the  delegates  to  take  with  them  for  instant  use. 

Before  the  battle.  Rev.  J.  M.  Barnett,  a  delegate  with  a  quan- 
tity of  stores,  went  on  to  Falmouth,  and  was  there  when  the 
battle  was  fought,  and  aided  in  bringing  the  wounded  across  the 
Rappahannock  from  Fredericksburg  to  Falmouth. 

Soon  after,  Rev.  Mr.  Read,  as  general  superintendent  for  the 
Commission,  with  a  delegation,  reported  himself  and  party  at 
Falmouth  to  Dr.  Letterman,  Medical  Director  of  the  army,  who 
assigned  them  the  grateful  duty  of  receiving  and  feeding  the 
thousands  of  wounded  at  Falmouth  station,  as  they  were  trans- 
ferred from  ambulances  to  the  cars ;  and  at  Acquia  Creek  (in  con- 
nection with  the  Sanitary  Commission),  where  they  were  removed 
from  the  cars  to  the  boats. 
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A  portion  of  our  delegates  were  assigned  to  this  specific  work 
(which  continued  nine  days),  while  others  were  directed  by  Mr. 
Read  to  visit  all  the  various  hospitals,  to  aid  surgeons  and  chap- 
lains, distribute  supplies  in  their  possession,  and  minister  in  every 
way  to  the  temporal  and  spiritual  necessities  of  the  patient  suf- 
fering heroes. 

Ten  thousand  Testaments  and  hymn-books,  and  other  reading 
matter  in  proportion,  were  distributed.  Numerous  letters  for  the 
dying  were  written,  burial  services  performed,  meetings  for  prayer 
were  often  held,  personal  appeals  made.  All  which  work  was 
most  gratefully  received  without  a  single  exception.  On  one  oc- 
casion, after  a  meeting  had  been  held  in  a  dimly  lighted  railroad 
car  filled  with  prostrate  wounded  soldiers,  every  man  expressed 
his  determination,  by  God^s  help,  to  be  a  Christian.  What  a  pre- 
cious hour ! 

At  Washington,  also,  at  the  Sixth  Street  wharf,  the  wounded 
were  received  and  fed  by  our  delegates  with  the  kind  and  cordial 
assistance  of  Captain  Robinson,  the  Quartermaster  in  charge. 
Delegates  also  served  as  nurses  upon  the  boats  between  Acquia 
Creek  and  Washington. 

None  can  compute  the  value  of  such  a  work  as  this.  It  was 
valuable  to  and  highly  appreciated  by  the  Government.  It  pro- 
longed many  a  precious  life  ;  it  received  the  "  God  bless  you!*'  of 
many  an  exhausted,  shivering  sufferer,  and  the  heartfelt  thanks, 
many  times  expressed,  of  anxious  friends  and  kindred.  Ought 
it  not  to  receive  the  sympathy  and  aid  of  all  loyal  Christian 
hearts? 

The  Work  Pays. 

Rev.  George  B.  Buzelle,  of  Bangor,  Maine,  writes  from 
Washington,  December  27th : 

*'  Soon  the  wounded  began  to  arrive,  and  we  found  work.  The 
poor  fellows  were  hungry,  thirsty,  wanting  attention,  everything. 
To  this  work  we  gave  our  time  and  strength.  We  soon  had  our 
operations  reduced  to  something  like  system,  so  that  the  wounded 
who  were  coming  in  by  thousands  might  receive  food,  warm  drinks, 
stimulants,  as  the  case  might*be,  or  words  of  sympathy  and  direc- 
tion to  Christ,  as  far  as  our  means  would  extend.*' 
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'^  In  a  few  days  we  went  to  Falmouth.  Here  we  fed  the  men 
as  they  arrived  from  the  field,  and  remored  them  from  the  amba- 
lanees  to  the  cars.  The  delay  of  the  coming  of  the  cars,  involv- 
ing the  exposure  of  the  men  for  hours  in  the  ambulances  or  on 
the  open  platform,  with  scanty  clothing,  faint  from  loss  of  blood 
or  lack  of  proper  nourishment,  all  this  gave  a  fearful  interest  and 
importance  to  the  work  of  our  delegates  at  Falmouth.  To  as- 
sist in  moving  the  men,  make  their  position  comfortable  with  hay 
or  blankets,  give  them  nourishment,  if  the  wound  be  in  the 
mouth,  something  soft,  and  do  a  thousand  things  which  one  does 
slmoit  without  thinking, — this  was  in  part  our  work  during  those 
fearful  days. 

"  The  work  pays.  *  God  bless  you  !*  *  How  kind  you  are !'  from 
the  wounded,  are  better  than  fat  salaries,  poor  as  I  am. 

"  I  like  our  organization.  I  know  of  no  other  which  does  the 
same  work.  It  comes  into  immediate  contact  with  the  soldier, 
and  helps  him  individually,  and  he  feels  that  there  is  some  heart 
m  the  work." 

Work  on  Steamboats. 

Rev.  F.  N.  Peloubet,  of  Oakburn,  Mass.,  writes: 

"Washington,  D.  C,  December  27th,  1862. 

"  The  first  two  days  after  Brother  Gushing  and  myself  reached 
here,  we  were  busy  with  the  wounded  on  the  steamboats  coming 
from  Acquia  Greek,  giving  them  soft  bread  and  apple-sauce,  and 
helping  them  to  the  ambulances. 

"  Thursday  morning,  as  we  were  by  the  boats,  some  one  came 
to  us  and  said,  that  on  one  of  the  boats  was  a  man  who  had  eaten 
nothing  for  three  days.  With  bread  in  our  hands,  and  brandy 
and  wine  in  our  canteens,  and  hymn-books  in  the  pocket,  we 
crossed  over  two  steamboats  to  one  where  nothing  had  been 
eaten  for  twenty-four  hours.  They  had  been  out  in  the  cold  all 
night, — had  lain  four  hours  at  Acquia  Greek  on  the  cars  in  the 
cold,  and  now,  waiting  hours  before  they  could  be  taken  from  the 
boat's  deck  (3000  wounded  had  come  in  that  night),  they  were 
as  patient  as  if  Job  had  been  the  father  of  every  one.  But  they 
were  glad  for  something  to  eat,  and  of  the  hot  coffee  which  came 
along  soon. 
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"One  man  laughed  as  he  took  his  bread.  *What  are  you 
laughing  at  ?'  asked  another. 

"  *  Who  wouldn't  laugh  to  see  a  piece  of  bread  ?' 

" '  This  looks  like  home/ — *  This  reminds  me  of  home,'  was 
the  expression  of  some. 

"  The  regular  Government  boats  are  nicely  fitted  up,  and  have 
all  the  needful  arrangements  for  the  comfortable  transportation 
of  the  wounded.  But  the  other  boats  used  for  this  purpose  have 
neither  food  nor  medicines,  and  a  weary  time  would  they  have 
had  but  for  the  Christian  Commission.  At  the  chaplain's  request, 
we  held  services,  and  talked  individually  as  we  could.  One  re- 
marked, as  we  were  leaving,  *  I  shall  never  forget  that  fur  cap 
(Cushing's)  wherever  I  meet  it.'  *  Nor  I,'  *  Nor  I,*  was  the  echo ; 
my  own  less  distingue  chapeau  getting  but  a  dimmer  fame." 

Rev.  J.  H.  Seaver,  of  Salem,  Mass.,  writes  from  Washington, 
of  the  wounded  at  Fredericksburg,  whom  he  found  on  the  boats 
as  they  came  up :  *'  Many  of  these  men  were  destitute  of  food 
and  clothing.  Any  heart  would  have  been  touched  at  seeing 
those  brave  men  stretching  out  their  hands  and  craving  a  piece 
of  soft  bread ;  some  of  them  seemed  as  thankful  for  it  and  made 
as  much  of  it  as  if  it  had  been  a  rich  feast.  Thus  all  the  time 
since  my  arrival  have  I  been  on  board  of  these  steamboats,  giving 
them  food  to  eat  and  water  to  drink,  and  helping  them  as  I  could. 
There  is  not  much  opportunity  for  them  to  read  while  lying  in 
such  crowds,  you  would  say,  but  to-day,  after  having  cared  for  their 
bodily  wants,  I  took  a  few  tracts  and  offered  them  to  the  wounded 
men ;  their  hands  were  soon  stretched  out  for  them,  and  whilst 
giving  them  out,  I  spoke  to  the  wounded  about  the  Savior,  who 
was  wounded  for  them.  They  need  and  wish  religious  reading. 
One  said  he  had  not  heard  a  prayer  for  a  year." 

Seventyfiye  Begiments  supplied  by  One  Man. 

(Extract  from  a  letter  of  B.  F.  Bradbarj,  Eiq.,  Bangor,  Maine.) 

Speaking  of  Falmouth, — 

"  My  chief  work  was  in  visiting  various  regiments,  and  bestow- 
ing nice  articles  of  diet,  clothing,  Ac,  for  the  sick  in  the  hos- 
pitals ;  and  in  cases  where  there  was  no  faithful  chaplain,  we 
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almost  always  read  the  Scriptures,  sang  and  prayed,  and  said  a 
few  words  to  them.  There  are  but  few  chaplains  in  the  army, 
and  this  fact  makes  this  kind  of  labor  more  essential.  In  this 
labor,  we  were  always  kindly  received,  and  frequently  expres- 
sions of  deep  gratitude  were  heard  from  the  suffering  ones. 

^In  the  work  of  distributing  reading  matter  among  the  men, 
we  met  with  universal  success.  They  are  hungry  for  good  read' 
tn^.  There  seemed  to  be  no  end  to  the  call  for  papers  and  hymn- 
books,  prepared  expressly  for  the  soldiers,  and  the  Testaments, 
&C.  Everywhere  they  rushed  to  ^et  them,  and  no  one  need 
doubt  the  good  that  has  been  done  by  them.  I  supplied  about 
seventy-five  different  regiments  with  reading  of  this  kind.  We 
would  start  with  an  army  wagon,  two  horses,  in  the  morning,  and 
sometimes  we  did  not  get  back  to  our  tent  till  after  dark.  If  the 
friends  of  our  soldiers  could  see  the  eagerness  with  which  our 
men  read  religious  books  and  papers,  and  could  know  how  inte- 
rested they  are  when  you  speak  to  them  of  Jesus,  how  ready,  in 
many  cases,  they  are  to  be  led  to  the  Savior,  I  think  they  would 
not  relax  their  efforts  for  them. 

**•  The  Commission  is  doing  a  noble  work,  and  we  ought  to  un- 
derstand that  what  we  do  must  be  done  quickly." 

Early  Impressions  Bevived. 

There  was  a  man  wounded  at  the  first  day's  fight  at  Shiloh. 
He  lay  all  Sunday  night  in  a  tent  held  by  the  rebels,  on  the 
ground,  in  the  mud,  uncared  for.  During  that  long  and  terrible 
night,  amid  the  rain  and  the  roar  of  artillery,  there  came  vividly 
back  to  him,  the  text  and  all  the  argument  of  a  sermon  he  had 
heard  twenty  years  before.  The  next  day  when  our  troops  suc- 
ceeded, he  was  rescued,  cared  for,  and  taken  to  St.  Louis,  where 
he  was  found  and  cared  for  by  the  members  of  the  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association.  The  Holy  Spirit  sent  home  the  impres- 
sions of  that  night,  and  that  seed,  twenty  years  buried,  sprang 
np  and  brought  forth  fruit  in  his  conversion.  He  lived  six  weeks 
to  give  testimony  to  God's  goodness,  and  died  in  joy  and  hope, 
his  last  words  being,  "My  God — my  country — my  mother !" 
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A  Oood  and  OrateM  Chaplain. 

"  Hbadquabtbrs  of  the  8th  Miohioan  Inpaktbt, 
"Falmouth,  Virginia,  January  17th,  1863. 

"  To  THE  Agency  op  the  Christian  Commission  : 

'^  Dear  Sir  :  Permit  me,  in  the  name  of  the  sick  of  the  8th 
Regiment  Michigan  Infantry,  to  tender  their  sincere  thanks,  for 
the  very  acceptable  favor  you  presented  them  through  me  the 
other  day,  and  in  thanking  the  Commission  you  represent,  I 
would  confess  the  evidence  of  dn  overruling  Providence,  in  both 
your  operation  and  my  own,  for  as  a  Christian  people,  nothing 
offers  me  so  much  satisfaction  as  the  evidence  that  God  approves. 
When  I  entered  your  tent,  I  was  ignorant  of  the  real  design  and 
extent  of  your  Commission,  and  only  retold  the  tale  of  my  necessi- 
ties, as  a  relief  to  the  fulness  of  my  heart,  supposing  that  your 
Commission  was  organized  for  particular  regiments.  I  did  not 
expect  a  favor,  when  in  the  catholic  spirit  of  a  patriot  Christian, 
you  informed  me  that  you  were  prepared  and  willing  to  relieve 
us.     My  wants  lay  in  the  following  case. 

^'  We  had  a  large  number  of  men  convalescent  and  suffering 
of  want  of  appetite,  and  were  wasting  away  before  the  *  hardtack 
and  bean  soup  of  the  army  fare,'  but  receiving  at  your  hands 
some  soft  bread,  soft  crackers,  and  sweet  butter,  I  mounted  my 
horse,  and  galloped  to  my  camp.  I  succeeded  in  getting  to  the 
hospital  tent,  just  as  the  nurse  entered  with  the  bean  soup  for 
dinner,  and  before  which  many  of  the  pale  faces  turned  paler, 
but  no  sooner  did  they  behold  the  palatable  food  I  had,  than 
every  countenance  lighted  up  with  such  an  unutterable  look  of 
gratitude,  that  it  must  really  be  seen  by  any  one  to  be  realized. 
The  next  day  I  spread  the  crackers  with  butter,  and  then  added 
a  third  layer  of  apple-butter,  from  the  can  you  gave  me,  which 
was  received  with  an  equal  amount  of  gratitude  by  all.  I  availed 
myself  of  the  pleasure  to  honor  the  Commission  you  represent, 
by  informing  the  men  how  I  obtained  these  things,  and  depend 
upon  it,  sir,  the  blessings  and  the  prayers  of  these  poor  but  noble 
men  fell  thickly  upon  you ;  in  the  characteristic  manner  of  the 
soldier,  and  as  no  other  man  can  utter  the  word,  one  of  them  ex- 
claimed, ^  Bully  for  such  a  chaplain  as  you.'  My  dear  sir, 
could  but  the  ladies  and  kind  friends  who  sustain  you  come  and 
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witness  a  few  of  these  eases,  thej  would  really  believe  that  no 
one  could  bestow  even  a  cup  of  cold  water,  but  would  receive 
their  reward.     May  the  blessings  of  heaven  be  upon  you,  and  * 
your  truly  Christian  labors. 

"  G.  Taylor, 

"Chaplain  8th  Michifan  Regiment.'* 

A  Singular  Surprise. 

As  we  were  placing  men  in  the  cars  for  Acquia  Greek,  I  found 
one  poor  fellow  shot  through  the  mouth.  The  bullet  had  cut  his 
tongue  off;  he  could  not  speak.  I  asked  him  "Are  you  from 
New  York?"  He  shook  his  head.  "From  Philadelphia?" 
He  nodded.  I  placed  him  in  the  cars  and  did  all  I  could  for 
him.  I  took  him  on  my  arm  as  a  mother  takes  her  sick  child, 
and  was  pouring  some  wine  down  his  throat ;  he  sprang  up,  made 
an  awful  noise  in  his  throat,  and  pointed  outside  the  car  to  a  man 
who  was  passing.  I  went  out  and  called  the  man,  and  who  should 
it  be  but  the  soldier-boy's  own  father  in  search  for  him.  His 
blessings  upon  me  and  upon  the  Christian  Commission  who  sent 
me,  I  shall  never  forget. 

An  Arm  Lost  and  a  Savior  Found. 

In  the  field  hospital,  after  giving  each  man  something,  just 
what  he  most  needed,  we  talked  six  or  eight  minutes  to  them  and 
prayed  with  them ;  they  seemed  very  glad  and  grateful.  After 
talking  in  one  of  these  field  hospitals  about  salvation  as  the  great 
object,  one  of  the  brave  fellows  came  up  and  said,  pointing  to 
his  shoulder — the  arm  was  gone, — "  I  lost  my  arm,  but  I  am  not 
sorry.  If  I  had  not  lost  my  arm  I  might  have  lost  my  soul.  I 
lost  an  arm,  but  I  have  found  a  Savior,  and  I  can  say  it  is  better 
to  have  Jesus  and  one  arm,  than  to  have  two  arms  and  be  as  I 
have  been  before,  without  a  Savior." 

Song  in  DeaflL 

A  German  captain  had  both  legs  off  and  was  near  death's  door. 
I  gave  him  a  Soldier's  Hymn-book.  He  told  me  he  had  been  very 
wicked  before  he  entered  the  army.  Under  the  influence  of  a 
good  chaplain,  he  had  joined  the  church  in  his  regiment.  He 
said,  ^^I  am  not  afraid  to  die.    I  would  infinitely  rather  die  and 
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go  to  Jesus,  than  live."  He  found  a  hymn  he  had  learned  to 
sing,  and  began  singing  it  in  a  clear,  sweet  voice.  Gradually  his 
voice  died  away  as  if  melting  into  air,  and  I  looked  and  he  was 
dead. 

Twofold  Testimony  of  the  Bravery  inspired  by  True  Beligion. 

At  one  of  these  regimental  hospitals,  I  witnessed  a  wonderful 
scene  in  the  death  of  a  soldier.  His  captain  stood  at  his  side. 
The  dying  man  had  a  wife  and  two  children.  He  spoke  calmly 
and  joyously  of  death ;  said  he  should  soon  be  with  Jesus.  His 
wife  and  children  he  was  not  afraid  to  leave.  God  had  said  he 
would  be  the  father  of  the  fatherless  and  the  husband  of  the  widow ; 
he  could  trust  them  to  God.  He  was  mortifying,  and  as  I  looked 
upon  him  he  seemed  to  me  like  pearl,  one  of  the  pearls  of  the 
Savior's  crown,  and  I  thought  a  pearl  mortifying. 

His  captain  and  all  were  deeply  moved ;  tears  flowed  freely. 
The  captain  said,  ^^  Ah,  he  is  a  true  Christian.  True  religion 
makes  a  man  a  hero.  I  am  not  one,  but  true  religion  makes  a 
man  a  hero.  Hypocrites  are  cowards.  This  man  is  an  example 
of  true  religion."  The  dying  man  rose  up  and  said,  ^*  Captain, 
did  I  ever  shrink  from  duty?"  "Never,"  said  the  captain, 
"never,"  and  he  fell  back  and  died. 

AKKAPOLIS  AGEirCT. 

Early  in  our  work.  Rev.  H.  C.  Henries,  Chaplain  of  the  United 
States  General  Hospital  at  Annapolis,  began  to  render  eflScient 
service  to  the  Commission  as  its  agent.  Through  his  hands, 
nearly  all  the  publications  and  stores  sent  by  us  for  the  hospitals 
in  Annapolis,  and  Parole  Camp  near  by,  have  passed,  and  he  has 
counselled  and  directed  our  delegates  sent  there  to  work. 

Governor  Bradford  and  Judge  Brewer  have  also  kindly  given 
us  the  benefit  of  their  wisdom,  influence,  and  hospitality.  To 
them,  and  their  excellent  wives  and  daughters,  the  suffering  sol- 
diers and  our  bleeding  country  are  indebted  for  most  timely  and 
excellent  service. 

The  Commission,  in  turn,  has  given  Chaplain  Henries  much 
and  valuable  aid  by  its  delegates,  in  his  great  hospital,  with  its 
room  for  three  thousand  men,  and  by  reading-matter  for  distribu- 
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tioD.  A  great  and  good  work  has  been  done  there.  Deep  and 
abiding  religious  interest  has  been  manifested.  Daily  religious 
serviceSy  largely  attended,  have  been  kept  up  much  of  the  time. 
Many  wanderers  have  been  reclaimed,  believers  encouraged,  and 
sinners  converted  to  Ood.  A  single  incident  from  the  many  that 
might  be  given,  must  suffice  as  an  illustration  of  the  good  done. 

Wm  Ton  Got 

Passing  through  the  wards,  according  to  daily  custom,  to  talk, 
pray,  and  give  out  papers  and  tracts,  in  one  of  them  a  cot  was 
found  vacant,  upon  which  a  soldier  had  long  lain.  He  was  so 
far  convalescent  as  to  be  abroad  for  exercise,  air,  and  sunlight. 
Upon  the  clean  white  counterpane,  a  single-leaf  tract  was  placed, 
to  remind  him  that  he  was  remembered.  It  was  the  hymn  com* 
mencing, 

'*  We  are  (raTelling  home,  to  beayen  abore, 
WiUyougo^" 

Next  day,  in  the  crowded  meeting,  in  the  large  library  and 
reading-room,  after  prayer,  singing,  and  addresses  by  Chaplain 
Henries  and  Rev.  Dr.  Patterson,  delegate  of  the  Commission,  the 
question  was  asked,  whether  any  in  the  assembly  desired  to  confess 
Christ  before  their  fellow-soldiers,  and  the  opportunity  given  for 
those  who  did,  to  rise  and  speak.  Slowly  a  tall  military  figure 
rose  up,  and  held  forth  a  tract  to  the  view.  Distinctly,  in  hum- 
ble, touching  tones,  he  said : 

*^  I  have  never  confessed  my  Savior.  I  am  not  ashamed  of 
Jesus.  I  am  ashamed  of  myself,  that  I  have  been  so  long  asham- 
ed of  Him.  I  desire  now  to  confess  Him  before  all  the  world. 
He  is  very  precious  to  me.  This  little  tract  was  the  means  of 
turning  me  to  Him.  I  found  it  on  my  cot,  and  read  it.  It  said, 
*  We  are  travelling  home  to  heaven  above,  will  you  go  ?*  And 
I  said.  Yes,  I  will.  So  I  sat  down  and  wrote  upon  it.  Yes,  by 
the  grace  of  God,  I  will,  and  signed  my  name.  And  now  I  desire 
to  confess  Christ  before  all  the  world,  and  hope  I  am  travelling 
home  to  heaven  above.  Pray  for  me,  that  I  may  serve  my  Sa- 
vior, and  stand  up  for  Him  here,  and  may  at  last  have  a  home 
with  Him  in  heaven  above." 
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Rev.  Mr.  Henries  writes  under  date  January  1,  1868 :  "  Our 
Heavenly  Father  God  is  with  ns,  and  we  are  constantly  witness- 
ing His  power  in  the  salvation  of  soals.  Oh,  what  a  field  white 
unto  the  harvest !  How  every  eflfort  ought  to  be  made  to  redeem 
this  great  multitude  unto  the  Lord. 

"  I  send  a  letter  from  one  of  our  converts,  about  thirty-five  years 
of  age,  who  had  never  given  any  attention  to  religion  till  about 
the  time  of  the  date  of  the  letter.  He  is  warm  iu  his  new  love, 
and  has  taken  part  in  all  our  meetings  and  is  an  active  and  useful 
member,  and  prays  in  his  ward  with  the  sick.  This  is  a  fair 
sample  of  all  who  have  given  their  hearts  to  Christ.  The^  become 
workers  in  the  vineyard  of  the  Master." 

U.  S.  General  Hospital, 
AxNAPOLis,  Maryland,  November  30th,  1862. 

Rev.  Mr.  Hbnribs. 

Sir  :  I  desire,  as  an  intelligent  being,  to  give  my  life,  my  heart, 
and  my  all  to  God,  and  to  become  one  of  the  humble  followers 
of  the  meek  and  lowly  Jesus. 

For  this  end  I  desire  an  interest  in  your  prayers  and  of  all  the 

'  people  of  God,  and  as  soon  as  you  shall  deem  proper,  I  desire  to 

become  a  member  of  the  Christian  Association  of  this  hospital, 

that  I  may  have  a  protection  from  the  temptations  of  the  world 

and  the  Devil,  and  that  I  may  have  piety  promoted  in  my  heart. 

Tours  in  Christ, 

Otis  B.  Fuller, 

Ward«n  Ward  8,  Sect.  3. 

CAHP  PABOLE,  KEAB  AKKAFOLIS. 

At  some  time  during  the  progress  of  the  Peninsular  campaign, 
and  whilst  the  armies  under  General  Banks  and  General  Fre- 
mont were  marching  and  fighting  in  the  Valley  of  Virginia,  op- 
posed by  "Stonewall"  Jackson,  the  practice  of  releasing  priso- 
ners upon  their  parole  came  into  use  extensively  by  the  reoel 
chieftains.  Many  were  taken  and  paroled  by  the  partisan  Gene- 
ral John  Morgan  in  the  West,  by  "  Stonewall'*  Jackson  in  the 
Valley,  and  some  by  the  generals  before  Richmond. 

A  camp  for  these  paroled  soldiers  of  our  own  army  was  esta- 
blished near  Annapolis  first,  and  soon  after  another  near  Alex- 
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ftndria.  That  near  Annapolis  very  soon  numbered  fira  or  six 
thousand,  and  shortly  swelled  to  sixteen  thousand. 

The  men  came  in  from  the  Yallej  and  from  the  West  stripped 
of  eTerythingy  worn  and  weary ;  and  from  Richmond,  covered 
with  rags,  filth,  and  rermin,  destitute,  dejected,  and  miserable. 
The  GoTemment  provided  tents,  rations,  and  an  officer  to  com- 
mand. But  they  needed  clothing,  sympathy,  reading-matter, 
and  hospital  comforts. 

This  was  the  state  of  things  when,  in  response  to  the  earnest 
appeal  of  Rev.  H.  C.  Henries,  Chaplain  of  the  United  States 
General  Hospital  at  Annapolis,  the  Christian  Commission  sent 
stores,  reading-matter,  and  delegates  to  them. 

There  was  no  chaplain.  Many  of  them  had  lost  their  '^  de- 
Bcriptiye  lists,"  and  could  neither  draw  their  pay  or  procure 
clothing.  They  were  in  idleness,  because  their  parole  pledged 
them  to  do  nothing  for  our  Government  until  exchanged.  Idle- 
ness bred  vice,  drinking,  and  gambling.  Riot  followed  in  the 
train,  and  authority  was  set  at  nought. 

These  delegates  were  succeeded  by  others,  amongst  whom  were 
Rev.  Mr.  Rockwood,  of  the  American  Tract  Society,  Mr.  S.  H. 
Thompson,  Hunter  Corbett,  and  many  others.  A  chapel  tent 
holding  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  persons  was  furnished  by 
the  officer  in  command,  in  which  the  daily  evening  prayer-meet- 
ing was  held,  whilst  the  daily  preaching  was  in  the  open  air,  often 
to  a  thousand  or  fifteen  hundred  persons. 

The  fruits  of  their  work  have  cheered  them  on.  A  vast 
amount  of  relief  has  been  bestowed  and  suffering  saved,  many 
letters  written  for  the  soldiers  to  their  friends,  many  descriptive 
lists  obtained  for  them  to  enable  them  to  get  their  pay,  the  cha- 
racter and  condition  of  the  camp  improved,  interest  in  eternal 
things  awakened,  and  many  men  led  to  repent  and  fly  to  the 
Savior. 

A  Olorious  Day. 

Rev.  A.  Read  writes  at  the  close  of  his  first  Sabbath : 

^^  A  glorious  day  !     I  spent  the  morning  among  the  very  sick 

in  the  hospitals,  distributing,  reading,  addressing  men  personally 

and  collectively,  and  praying  with  them.     In  the  afternoon  I 

preached  under  the  trees  in  the  College  grounds  (St.  John's  Col- 
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lege  Hospital)  at  half  past  one,  and  at  half  past  three  in  the  yard, 
and  at  half  past  four  in  Parole  Camp.  All  good  meetings,  espe- 
cially the  one  at  Parole  Gamp.  Five  hundred  men  gathered 
around  the  carriage.  We  distributed  Testaments  and  hymn>books, 
and  they  listened  with  profound  attention  and  interest  to  the  ser- 
mon, which  was  a  running  commentary  on  the  Parable  of  the 
Prodigal  Son.  At  the  close,  we  took  a  vote  as  to  whether  they 
would  attend  a  like  service  next  day  at  the  same  hour.  Four  or 
five  hundred  hands  were  up  instantly. 

"On  Monday  I  went  and  preached  of  the  Great  Physician.  A 
crowd  of  eager  listeners  again,  a  number  of  whom  told  me  they 
would  henceforth,  by  God's  grace,  live  for  heaven. 

"  Oh,  how  eagerly  they  listened !  How  greedily  they  seized  the 
Testaments,  how  anxiously  they  waited  upon  the  ministrations ! 
Could  you  have  seen  but  this  one,  one  of  many  such  instances  of 
the  good  being  done,  I  know  you  would  love  still  more  and  aid 
still  more  the  Christian  Commission. 

"  There  is  no  exaggeration  in  the  accounts  of  their  desire  for 
reading-matter.  I  never  witnessed  such  greedy  avidity  as  theirs 
for  Testaments  and  hymn-books.  Many  inquiries  for  German 
books  were  necessarily  unsatisfied,  as  we  had  none.  I  promised 
they  should  have  them." 

Mr.  Corbett  gives  an  interesting  fact  in  relation  to 

A  Man  who  Missed  the  Cars. 

^^He  had  secured  his  discharge  and  started  for  home,  but 
missed  the  cars,  and  went  back  to  the  camp  and  into  the  prayer- 
meeting.  By  and  by  he  rose  up  and  stated  these  facts,  and  went 
on  to  say :  *'  Since  I  came  into  this  meeting  I  have  been  thinking 
that  the  Lord  had  sent  me  back  to  seek  an  interest  in  the  Savior, 
and  that  if  I  should  not  do  it  I  should  miss  the  cars  for  heaven.' 
He  was  a  fine,  noble,  intelligent-looking  young  man,  and  deeply 
in  earnest.    He  begged  us  to  pray  for  him. 

"  Next  morning  he  called  at  the  tent  for  instruction,  and  gave 
evidence  that  he  had  indeed  given  himself  up  to  Jesus,  and  found 
an  interest  in  Him." 
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'  A  Joyous  Convert. 

'^  Another  man  rose  in  the  prayer-meeting  one  evening  in  great 
agony,  and  hegged  the  prayers  of  all  present.  '  Brethren,  do 
pray  for  me ;  I  am  a  great  sinner ;  I  must  have  Christ  or  be 
lost!' 

"  Two  nights  after,  he  rose  and  said :  *  Brethren,  I  cannot  ex- 
press my  joy!  I  have  found  Jesus!  0  that  all  would  come  to 
Him/  " 

Blot  Quelled  by  the  Cross. 

Rev.  Mr.  Bringhurst  writes  from  Annapolis,  Oct.  27,  1862 : 
"Arriving  at  their  camp,  I  found  a  scene  of  fearful  insubordina- 
tion, caused  by  the  recklessness  of  a  few  inebriated  soldiers. 
Several  buildings  had  been  fired,  others  threatened  with  destruc- 
tion. Fiendish  yells,  accompanied  with  bitter  oaths,  rent  the 
air,  while  six  companies  of  the  131st  New  York  and  three  of  a 
Maryland  cavalry  regiment,  made  desperate  efforts  to  restore 
order.  In  the  midst  of  the  confusion,  I  assembled  about  fifty 
men  around  me,  and  commenced  singing,  '  Say,  brothers,  will  you 
meet  ns?'  Hundreds  replied  practically,  and  soon  I  was  sur- 
rounded by  an  immense  audience.  After  singing,  we  united  in 
prayer,  and  then  with  earnestness  they  listened  to  my  brief 
address,  consisting  of  the  simple,  though  touching  story  of  the 
cross  of  Jesus.  Order  was  restored,  perfect  order ;  not  by  the 
sword,  but  by  the  cross,  which  is  *  the  power  of  God.'  I  was 
gratified  to  hear  subsequently  from  the  colonel  in  command,  that 
a  quieter  night  had  not  been  experienced  in  the  camp.  There 
are  seven  thousand  six  hundred  and  sixty-two  of  our  soldiers 
here.     Each  State  is  represented. 

^^  Sunday  afternoon  I  was  furnished  with  a  horse  by  Judge 
Brewer,  of  Annapolis,  a  gentleman  who  has  manifested  a  deep 
interest  in  the  support  of  our  Government,  and  provided  gene- 
rally for  the  delegates  of  the  Commission  visiting  Annapolis. 
Enveloped  in  a  suit  of  India-rubber,  I  started  through  the 
drenching  rain  for  the  camp.  My  approach  was  hailed  with 
pleasure,  and  the  afternoon  spent  in  meetings  in  the  different 
tents.  Oh  how  they  prize  these  meetings !  How  willing  to  give 
up  everything,  that  they  may  attend !     How  eagerly  they  listen 
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to  those  cheering  words  which  have  illuminated  the  dark  days  of 
so  many  soldiers !  Rest  assured,  my  dear  friend,  the  *•  Christian 
Commission'  is  doing  a  glorious  work;  its  efiForts  are  not 
fruitless. 

Welcome  Visit. 

"  That  visit  of  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Parvin  and  Mingins,  a  few 
weeks  since,  to  this  place,  has  been  richly  blessed.  One' man, 
in  speaking  of  his  love  of  the  Gospel,  alluded  to  these  men,  and 
said  there  was  a  Scotchman  here  from  Pennsylvania  (naming 
Mr.  Mingins),  *  whose  words  are  still  ringing  in  my  ears.'  I 
could  not  but  pray  that  they  would  continue  to  ring,  until  the 
joyful  sound  rings  through  the  courts  of  heaven,  that  another 
soldier  has  been  washed  in  the  blood  of  Christ. 

^'  When  Mr.  Mingins  talked  of  preaching,  men  smiled.  We 
were  determined  to  try.  Myself  and  another  Christian  brother 
drove  to  the  camp  in  an  open  carriage,  and  stopped  in  the 
centre  of  the  encampment.  Soon  the  soldiers  lounged  up  to  us, 
asking  what  we  had  to  sell.  *  Nothing,*  we  replied.  *  Have  you 
anything  to  give  away  ?'  they  asked.  Putting  our  hand  into  our 
satchel,  we  gave  them  a  tract  of  Gospel  Hymns.  One  soldier 
said,  'Ah,  I've  read  these  before.'  We  commenced  singing, 
'  There  is  a  fountain  filled  with  blood.'  Before  we  were  done,  a 
thousand  men  were  collected  around  our  carriage ;  and  a  more 
attentive  audience  we  never  addressed.  After  we  were  done 
preaching,  we  opened  a  parcel  of  books,  to  distribute  them.  The 
scene  which  followed  beggars  description.  So  anxious  were  the 
poor  fellows  to  secure  reading,  that  we  thought  they  would  tram- 
ple each  other  under  feet.  They  climbed  up  in  front,  on  each 
side,  in  at  the  back,  until  we  had  scarcely  room  to  act ;  yet  were 
we  treated  with  the  greatest  respect.  Night  after  night  we  thus 
addressed  them.  One  night,  as  we  were  leaving  them,  a  soldier 
advanced  to  the  carriage,  saying,  '  Sir,  I  want  you  to  pray  for 
me  and  for  my  comrades  in  arms.  We  need  your  prayers, 
appreciate  your  labors,  and  hope  God  will  bless  the  Commission.' 
As  we  were  leaving,  he  took  hold  of  my  hand,  pressed  it,  then 
quickly  passed  through  the  crowd.  He  had  left  something  in 
my  hand.  It  was  a  ragged  one  dollar  bill^  very  likely  his  alL 
It  showed  his  gratitude." 
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Another  Aoconnt. 

Rev,  Mr.  Parvin,  writing  from  Annapolis,  Oct.  8,  1862,  says: 
'*  At  Annapolis  and  vicinity,  oar  work  for  a  few  days  past  has 
been  irith  the  sick  and  wounded  in  the  Creneral  Hospital,  and  the 
four  thousand  Union  soldiers  now  at  Camp  Parole.  The  stores 
of  clothing,  cordials,  fruits,  &c.,  sent  by  the  Christian  Commis- 
sion, were  and  are  of  inestimable  Talue.  I  found,  without  excep- 
tion, the  men  seemingly  grateful  for  the  visits  of  a  Christian 
minister  at  their  bedsides,  and  for  the  words  of  Gospel  cheer 
and  invitation  spoken  to  them,  and  prayers  offered  in  their 
behalf,  and  the  little  books  and  tracts  handed  to  them. 

"  The  chaplain  in  charge.  Rev.  Mr.  Henries,  does  what  he 
can,  and  labors  faithfully ;  but  the  field  is  altogether  too  large 
for  him,  or  for  any  one  man. 

"  Rev.  Mr.  Mingins  and  myself  drove  into  the  Parole  Camp 
inclosnre  on  Wednesday  afternoon  last,  and  again  on  the  follow- 
ing day  about  five  o'clock,  and  were  surrounded  by  a  large  crowd, 
curious  to  know  what  we  had  for  sale.  From  our  conveyance  we 
distributed  a  few  hundred  copies  of  single  sheets  containing  some 
twenty  hymns,  and  explained,  in  a  few  words,  our  mission.  We 
gave  out  the  sweet  Christian  hymn,  ^  There  is  a  fountain  filled 
with  blood;'  and  hundreds  of  voices  took  up  the  strain,  and 
many  hearts  showed  that  they  felt  the  power  of  the  words,  so 
often  heard  in  their  own  churches  at  home.  It  was  not  long 
before  at  least  a  thousand  men  surrounded  us,  and  most  atten- 
tively listened  to  our  addresses  to  them,  and  to  our  prayer  for 
them;  and  then  a  thousand  voices  seemed  to  join  in  the  closing 
doxology,  'Praise  Ood,  from  whom  all  blessings  flow.' 

'^  Our  stock  of  books  and  tracts  was  then  distributed,  and  most 
eagerly  received.  The  men  cheered  us.  They  cried  out,  *  God 
bless  you!  God  bless  you,  for  coming  to  see  us  !'  and  not  a  few 
were  the  warm  grasps  of  the  hand,  accompanied  by  the  tearful 
utterance  of  the  words,  *Pray  for  us ;  pray  for  us,  that  we  may 
not  altogether  forget  the  Lord,  and  our  duty  to  Him.' 

''As  we  drove  out  of  the  camp  grounds,  the  moon  then  shining 
brightly  upon  the  scene,  we  heard,  from  various  quarters,  soldiers 
singing  oar  Christian  hymns,  in  place  of  their  camp  songs." 
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Eagerness  of  the  Men  for  Beligioni  Seading  and  Instruction. 

Rev.  E.  C.  Ambler  writes :  "  Last  Lord's  day  morninff,  my 
wife  and  myself  went  into  the  camp  of  the  paroled  prisoners  and 
distributed  the  very  last  tracts  in  our  possession.  I  tell  you  it 
would  have  done  your  soul  good  to  have  seen  how  eagerly  they 
received  the  tracts  and  papers,  and  to  have  heard  the  expressions 
of  thankfulness  for  them. 

*^  I  made  an  appointment  to  preach  to  them  at  6  p.m.,  and 
preached  from  *  No  man  careth  for  my  soul.'  There  were  present 
about  fifteen  hundred  in  all ;  some  noble,  healthy-looking  officers 
and  men,  some  very  pale  and  sickly,  worn  out  by  disease  and 
hard  labor ;  some  wounded  and  scarcely  able  to  move,  having 
been  in  prison  nearly  a  year  in  Richmond  and  other  places. 
After  services  were  over,  they  flocked  around  us  and  thanked  me 
for  coming  to  preach  to  them,  and  urged  me  to  make  an  appoint- 
ment to  preach  on  a  week-day,  saying  they  had  no  duty  to  per- 
form and  could  attend  a  meeting  one  day  as  well  as  another;  I 
told  them  I  would  do  so." 

Religious  Interest 

Mr.  Jones  says :  "  While  he  was  there  they  held  an  open-air 
prayer-meeting  from  day  to  day.  The  interest  was  such  that 
from  five  to  eight  hundred  were  in  attendance.  All  they  had  to 
do  was  to  open  the  meeting,  then  say,  *  Now,  boys,  pray,*  and 
four  or  five  perhaps  at  once  would  be  ready  to  begin. 

"  In  the  hospital  tent  a  young  man,  dying,  sent  for  Mr.  Jones. 
He  told  him  he  had  been  very  wicked ;  his  parents  were  Christians ; 
he  could  not  die  so.  Said  he,  ^  I  have  read  and  prayed  a  great 
deal.  The  great,  great  question  is,  what  shall  I  do  to  be  saved  ? 
I  cannot  get  hold  of  it.'  ^  All  you  have  to  do  is  to  believe.  Just 
trust  all  to  Jesus.'  *Is  that  all?'  *Yes;  can  you  do  that?' 
Waiting  a  moment,  he  answered,  ^  Yes,  I  can.'  Soon  his  confi- 
dence in  Christ  became  very  strong,  and  at  last  he  said,  ^  Yes,  if 
I  had  a  thousand  souls  I  could  trust  them  all  to  Jesus,'  and  he 
sank  away  and  died." 


ARMY  AHD  NAVY  WORK  AND  INCIDBKTS.  49 

A  Wanderer  Beolaimed. 
There  were  many  such.  One  rose  in  one  of  the  evening  meet- 
ings and  said :  "  Four  years  ago  I  gave  myself  to  the  Savior, 
but  under  temptation,  basely  deserted  Him.  I  came  to  this 
meeting  as  hardened  a  sinner  as  ever  lived,  but  thanks  be  to 
God,  He  has  touched  my  heart.  I  am  now  determined  to  begin 
His  service  anew.     Brethren,  pray  for  me." 

A  Contrast. 

Mr.  Corbett  describes  two  death-scenes,  one  peaceful  and  tri- 
umphant, the  other  hard  and  careless. 

"After  talking  and  praying  with  him,  the  dying  Christian 
broke  forth  in  these  words :  *' The  Lord  is  my  Shepherd:  I  have 
trusted  Him  when  well ;  He  will  not  forsake  me  in  death.  I 
will  aoon  be  home  in  heaven  with  my  mother  and  sisters  and  bro- 
thers.    Won't  you  sing  for  me, 

"  J«nisaltm,  my  happy  hom«!  '* ' 

^'  After  it  was  sung  the  words  of  parting  came,  and  he  passed 
gently  away. 

'^  The  other  man,  dying  on  his  cot,  answered  the  kind  inquiry 
about  his  preparation  to  meet  God,  by  saying,  *  I  don't  care  what 
God  does  with  me,'  and  so  died." 

CAMP  COKTALESCEHT,  NEAB  ALEXAVQBIA. 

Of  all  the  special  work  after  that  of  the  battle-fields,  none  has 
been  more  sadly  earnest  or  hopefully  fruitful  than  that  in  Gamp 
Convalescent.  v 

Three  distinct  camps  clustered  together  have  gone  under  the 
one  name, — Parole  camp,  which,  like  that  near  Annapolis,  has 
been  a  great  gathering-place  of  our  own  men  taken  and  paroled  by 
the  rebels.  Stragglers'  camp,  where  stragglers  from  the  army 
were  retained  until  sent  back  to  their  regiments,  and  Camp  Con- 
valescent proper,  where  the  men  from  various  hospitals  were  sent 
as  soon  as  they  so  far  recovered  as  to  admit  of  it,  in  preparation 
for  taking  their  places  again  in  the  service,  and  where  men  were 
sent  from  their  regiments  to  be  discharged.  At  one  time,  twenty- 
two  thousand  men  were  collected  in  this  threefold  camp.  Tents 
and  rations  were  provided  by  the  Government.  The  condition 
of  the  men,  however,  was  such,  that  it  received  as  its  popular 
name  the  sobriquet  of  ^^  Camp  Misery,"  and  attracted  the  spe« 
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cial  attention  and  action  of  Congress.  Although  this  singular 
camp  was  established  by  Oovernment,  no  chaplain  was  appointed 
for  it  or  assigned  to  it. 

Here  the  Commission  has  been  permitted  to  accomplish  a  long- 
continued  and  excellent  work. 

Belief  and  Sympathy  First,  and  then  the  CtospeL 

Never  anywhere  was  relief  and  sympathy  more  welcome  or 
necessary.  The  suffering  was  unparalleled  and  appalling.  De- 
spondency and  despair,  aided  by  cold,  hunger,  filth,  vermin,  and 
disease,  settled  heavily  upon  thousands  of  hearts.  Appeals  to 
the  Commission  were  urgent,  earnest,  terrible.  The  relief  af- 
forded through  our  delegates,  though  far  from  complete  and  uni- 
versal, warmed  many  a  poor  shivering  soldier,  fed  many  a  conva- 
lescent whose  weak  appetite  rejected  the  hearty  rations  of  well 
men,  cheered  with  hope  many  a  sinking  heart,  and  saved  many 
from  the  grave. 

For  months  past  our  delegates  have  been  constantly  there  by 
day  and  by  night,  occupying  two  tents,  well  supplied  with  stores, 
and  doing  everything  feasible  for  the  relief  of  suffering  humanity. 

They  have  distributed  wagon-loads  of  clothing,  delicacies,  and 
comforts  for  the  sick ;  they  have  aided  in  securing  hundreds  of 
discharges  for  the  disabled,  written  hundreds  of  letters  for  the 
helpless  and  the  dying,  buried  many  dead,  distributed  twenty 
thousand  Testaments,  hymn-books,  and  papers,  and  a  million 
pages  of  traots,  opening  and  sustaining  a  daily  prayer-meeting,  and 
holding  preaching  services  as  frequently  as  opportunity  offered. 

And  this  good  work  still  goes  on,  every  facility  being  afforded 
by  the  authorities.  A  chapel-tent,  capable  of  holding  more  than 
four  hundred  persons,  has  been  purchased  by  the  Commission, 
and  earnest  men  'located''  in  the  camps,  and  thorough  arrange- 
ments made  for  a  systematic  and  constant  supply  of  stores. 

Daily  Work. 
C.  R.  Treat,  of  Boston,  writes  January  2d,  1863: 
"  Our  daily  programme  is  as  follows :  Immediately  after  break- 
fast a  prayer-meeting,  to  which  professing  Christians  ai^e  invited, 
continuing  one  hour.  Then,  with  an  assortment  of  books,  tracts, 
and  supplies,  we  start  to  visit  the  men  in  the  tents.  The  plan  is 
to  give  the  men  writing  paper,  a  comb,  or  some  little  articles  they 
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need ;  then  tracts  and  other  reading,  and  Testaments  when  needed, 
following  np  these  gifts  with  more  or  less  extended  conversation 
on  religions  subjects.  Working  thus  till  sundown,  we  take  supper, 
and  after  a  short  rest  we  go  to  the  prayer-meeting  or  hospitals, 
closing  the  day. 

"  All  seem  to  be  thirsting  for  the  water  of  life.  They  hear 
what  is  said  to  them,  and  seem  quite  disposed  to  consider  at  oncQ 
the  question  of  their  souls'  salvation.  It  is  an  opportunity  for 
doing  good  seldom  met  with." 

The  Oreat  Heed. 

Mr.  Kimball,  son  of  James  W.  Kimball,  of  Boston,  writes 
from  this  camp,  December,  1862 : 

*^  After  all,  the  great  need  is  in  spiritual  matters.  Here  the 
destitution  is  absolute,  nine  thousand  odd  men  with  neither 
church,  chaplain,  or  any  one  to  care  for  their  souls,  except  the 
Christian  Commission.  All  receive  reading  matter  with  avidity, 
many  very  bad  men  reading  a  Testament  in  preference  to  doing 
nothing.  We  have  two  large  tents  and  a  small  one  from  Govern- 
ment. The  Commission  have  bought  a  tent,  which  will  cost  foyr 
hundred  dollars,  for  religious  services.  The  men  come  to  our 
daily  morning  prayer-meetings,  and  to  our  evening  meetings,  and 
won't  give  us  a  chance  to  close  for  two  hours." 

Rev.  J.  M.  Barnett  writes  under  date.  Hillside,  Pa.,  January 
16th,  1863: 

*'*'  Brother  Ellis  (delegate  of  the  Commission  from  Cincinnati, 
Ohio)  and  myself  visited  from  tent  to  tent  all  day  long,  day  after 
day,  supplying,  as  far  as  we  could,  warm  underclothing,  writing 
materials,  and  reading  matter,  accompanying  our  gifts  with  warm 
assurances  of  home -sympathy,  followed  by  earnest  words  for  sal- 
vation. 

"  The  smaller  tents  sheltered  four  or  five,  the  larger  twelve  to 
sixteen.   There  was  no  end  to  the  need  of  underclothing,  socks,  &c. 

"  Many  of  our  interviews  were  touching  and  tendefl  At  first 
some  were  indifferent,  some  playing  cards ;  but  indifference  and 
card-playing  soon  gave  way,  and  the  despondent,  careless  coun- 
tenance kindled  with  hope,  interest,  and  life.  Warm,  earnest, 
often  tearful  thanks  were  expressed,  and  God's  blessing  asked 
upon  the  friends  who  had  sent  the  good  gifts,  and  upon  the  Chris- 
tian Commission. 
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The  Teitament.    The  Soldiers'  Estimate. 
"  Some  had  Testaments  which  they  had  carried  through  all  the 
war,  and  the  frequent  expression  from  thenTwas,  *I  would  not  part 
with  mine  on  any  consideration.'     Others  had  lost  theirs  in  bat- 
tles or  retreats,  but  were  eager  to  be  again  supplied. 

Three  Men  were  Converted  by  the  Daily  Beading 
"  Of  the  Testament  in  their  tent.   The  tent  sheltered  five.   Two 
of  them  were  faithful  Christians,  and  read  the  Testament  every 
day  for  the  benefit  of  all.     And  God  blessed  It  to  the  salvation 
of  their  three  fellow-soldiers. 

A  Hundred  Hands  stretched  out  &r  Beading  Matter. 
^'  In  one  street  of  the  camp^  I  was  asked  by  a  soldier  for  a 
paper,  and  stopped  to  give  it  to  him,  when,  in  a  mon^ent,  a  bun- 
dred  others  gathered  around,  stretching  out  their  hands  and 
eagerly  saying,  *Give  me  a  paper!*  'Give  me  one!'  *Give  me 
one,  too !'  My  stock  was  quickly  exhausted,  and  even  after  I 
told  them  that  they  were  all  gone,  they  still  followed,  beseeching 
me  for  something  to  read. 

The  Camp  Moved  and  Improved. 

The  authorities  have  moved  the  camp  to  better  ground,  and  are 
erecting  comfortable  board  barracks  for  the  men,  and  in  every 
way  improving  the  condition  of  the  men  and  the  camp. 

They  also  have  proposed  to  erect  for  the  Christian  Commission 

A  Board  Chapel, 
provided  the  Commission  will  furnish  the  boards,  and  will  also 
secure  the  permanent  services  of  a  minister,  to  be  known  as  the 
Chaplain  of  the  Camp,  with  such  assistants  as  he  may  need  from 
time  to  time.  The  authorities  propose  to  allow  rations  to  the 
chaplain,  but  cannot  secure  pay  for  his  services  of  the  Govern- 
ment, as  there  is  no  law  authorizing  the  appointment  of  chaplains 
for  camps^of  this  kind. 

The  Commission  have  voted  to  accede  to  these  propositions, 
authorized  Mr.  Miller,  of  Washington,  to  furnish  the  lumber  for 
the  chapel,  and  have  already  secured  the  services  of  a  tried,  ex- 
cellent, and  eflScient  minister  for  the  post. 

Thank  God,  there  is  therefore  a  brighter  future  in  prospect  for 
Camp  Convalescent. 


ABMY  AND  NAVT  WORE  AND  IN0IDBNT8.  53 

POINT  LOOKOirr. 

A  corps  of  delegates  were  sent  bj  appointment  of  Surgeon- 
General  Hammond,  four  in  all,  to  Point  Lookout,  under  Mr.  G. 
L.  Shearer,  who  reports  as  follows: 

The  Place. 

This  is  the  most  southern  part  of  Maryland.  It  is  a  sandy 
peninsula,  separating  the  waters  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Potomac, 
just  before  the  latter  is  lost  in  the  bay.  Previous  to  the  war  it 
was  a  favorite  watering-place  for  Dixie ;  but  six  months  ago  it 
became  Hammond  General  Hospital. 

In  the  beginning  of  December,  this  contained  nine  hundred 
patients.  To  these  were  added  eleven  hundred  from  Fredericks- 
burg, making  two  thousand  of  our  brave  but  suffering  soldiers. 
In  this  bleak  spot,  there  are  no  visits  from  mothers,  wives,  or 
sisters;  nor  can  the  various  Aid  Committees,  so  efficient  else- 
where, distribute  their  comforts.  Their  report  came  to  the 
Christian  Commission.  They  immediately  sent  forward  four 
young  men,  theological  students,  and  a  large  quantity  of  sup- 
plies. 

Delegates  appointed  Medical  Cadets. 

The  Surgeon  in  charge,  Dr.  Wagner,  received  them  very  cor- 
dially, provided  quarters,  furnished  food,  and  in  order  to  further 
facilitate  their  labors,  appointed  them  *^  Acting  Medical  Cadets." 
Thus  assisted  and  directed,  they  labored,  dressing  wounds  and 
relieving  destitution,  speaking  kind  words,  and  writing  for  them 
to  loved  ones  at  home ;  in  short  doing  all  in  their  power  to  in- 
crease the  comfort  of  the  soldiers.  I  need  hardly  say  that  many 
were  made  glad.  Warm  underclothing  especially  was  very  grate- 
fully received.  Their  knapsacks  had  been  left  in  camp  previous 
to  the  battle ;  hence  all  they  brought  with  them  was  what  they 
had  worn  in  the  fight. 

The  hospital  was  able  to  supply  many  hundreds;  but  the 
sudden  increase  of  wounded  more  than  doubled  its  number  of 
patients,  and  its  capacity  was  thus  temporarily  overtaxed.  These 
cases  were  sought  out  and  their  wants  satisfied. 

Act  as  Christian  Cadets. 
But  the  Christian  Commission  also  cares  for  the  souls  of  men. 
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The  chaplain  was  absent  on  a  furlough.  A  Catholic  priest  is 
stationed  there;  he  was  at  his  post  and  was  not  idle.  The 
visit  of  the  Commission  was  opportune.  Among  the  supplies 
was  a  large  quantity  of  American  Messengers,  Banners,  tracts, 
and  religious  reading  from  nearly  every  Evangelical  denomina- 
tion, besides  between  three  and  four  hundred  Testaments  and 
Psalms.  How  welcome  was  this  Word  of  life  !  Their  .dis- 
tribution was  usually  accompanied  with  a  few  earnest  words  from 
the  donor,  and  an  apology  from  the  soldier  for  being  without 
God's  word.  "  I  brought  one  with  me,"  they  say,  **  but  I  left 
it  in  my  knapsack."  They  seem  to  regard  the  Word  as  a  neces- 
sary part  of  their  equipment.  Not  a  few  had  taken  them  from 
their  knapsacks  and  carried  them  through  the  fight. 

A  Bible  Prized  for  Itself  and  for  its  Giver. 
A  soldier  severely  wounded  was  sitting  on  his  bed,  and  a  Bible 
lay  beside  him.  ^'  Friend,"  said  one  of  the  Commission,  *^  I  am 
glad  to  see  you  have  a  Bible ;  where  did  you  get  it  ?  "  "I  brought 
it  with  me  from  Erie  County,  Pennsylvania,"  was  the  reply;  and 
continuing,  he  said,  "my  sister  gave  it  me."  "Ah!  then  you 
carry  it  because  you  love  your  sister  ?  "  "  Yes,  but,  I  love  to 
read  it  because  it  is  God's  word,"  said  he.  The  hearts  of  those 
strangers  were  knit  together;  pleasant  words  were  exchanged, 
and  both  "thanked  God  and  took  courage,"  from  that  interview. 

Beligious  Meetings. 
These  things  fully  occupied  the  daytime;  in  the  evenings, 
meetings  were  held  in  the  chapel.  A  passage  of  Scripture  was 
explained ;  songs  of  praise  and  fervent  prayers  ascended ;  the 
soldiers  frequently  leading  in  prayer,  to  the  edification  of  the 
assembly.  The  services  were  solemn  and  impressive;  men  re- 
newed their  vows  to  God ;  thoughtless  souls  were  aroused,  some 
were  conversed  with,  who  were  seeking  the  Lord  with  tears,  and 
the  faith  of  many  was  strengthened.  A  semi-weekly  prayer- 
meeting  was  established  and  left  under  the  charge  of  C.  C.  Foster, 
an  active  Christian  man.  Numbers  were  asking  the  way  of  salva- 
tion. There  were  two  thousand  patients,  and  the  hospital  had 
been  six  months  in  existence,  yet  they  had  never  had  a  prayer- 
meeting  there  before.     The  surgeons  were  very  kind  and  cordial. 
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As  the  del^ates  were  aboat  to  leave,  and  in  expectation  of  the 
steamboat,  the  surgeons,  in  allusion  to  the  irregularity  and  un- 
certainty of  its  arrival,  said  they  hoped  "there  would  bo  no  boat 
for  a  month,  so  they  would  have  to  stay." 

OEHEBAL  WOBE. 

"We  have  now  given  a  report  of  our  special  work  as  we  could; 
but  no  report  can  give  a  full  idea  of  its  interest  or  importance. 

Our  general  work  has  been  to  supply  religious  services,  aiding 
chaplains,  where  there  were  any,  and  preaching  to  multitudes  of 
soldiers  who  had  no  chaplains  or  means  of  religious  instruction, 
except  what  we  provided;  supplying  reading  matter  for  the 
armies  and  for  hospitals,  regimental  and  general ;  distributing 
bodily  comforts,  and  bringing  home  influences  to  the  camp.  We 
have  had  delegates  in  all  our  great  armies,  who  have  been  wel- 
comed by  the  chaplains  and  by  the  men.  The  generals  and 
officers  have  given  them  free  access,  and  encouraged  them  in 
their  work.  They  have  found  everywhere  great  eagerness  to 
obtain  religious  reading,  great  desire  to  hear  the  preached  word, 
and  great  willingness  to  converse  on  the  subject  of  religion. 
Many,  many  will  rise  up  that  last  day,  to  call  them  blessed. 

They  have  gone  to  the  men,  held  under  the  stern  discipline  of 
war,  and  treated  as  parts  of  a  great  machine;  taken  them  by 
the  hand  as  brethren,  and  revived  the  sympathies  and  affections 
of  their  souls ;  shown  them  that  many  hearts  cared  for  them  at 
home,  and  above  all,  that  there  was  One  who  could  sympathize 
in  all  their  trials. 

We  can  testify  that  our  whole  army  is  prepared  in  an  unusual 
degree  to  receive  the  Gospel.  And  what  we  have  done  is  only 
the  beginning  of  a  mighty  work,  to  fully  accomplish  which  will 
call  for  all  the  resources  of  our  churches. 

We  give  some  of  the  facts  and  incidents  which  illustrate  our 
general  work. 

Field  Work  and  Field  Wants. 
When  the  Commission  first  met  in  Washington,  they  spent  a 
day  in  the  camps.  Just  as  the  sun  was  setting  behind  the  hills 
west  of  Manassas,  they  drove  out  to  Minor's  Hill,  where  were 
stationed  several  regiments  in  a  most  beautiful  encampment.  As 
night  was  coming  on,  they  did  not  intend  to  stop,  lest  they 
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should  fail  of  getting  into  Washington  before  the  guard  was  set; 
but  one  of  their  number  threw  out  a  few  tracts,  and  instantly,  as 
if  bj  magic,  the  men  began  to  appear  from  all  quarters,  rushing 
towards  the  omnibus  with  outstretched  hands.  They  stopped, 
and  in  a  few  moments  were  surrounded  by  from  one  thousand  to 
fifteen  hundred  men,  all  asking  for  reading  matter.  They  gave 
all  they  had ;  and  then  Mr.  Stuart  and  Dr.  Neill  made  them 
short  addresses,  and  Mr.  Stuart,  from  the  top  of  the  omnibus, 
proposed  a  prayer.  Every  cap  was  off  in  an  instant,  and  they 
stood  in  quiet,  as  the  prayer  was  offered.  Their  good-by  was 
said,  and  the  carriage  started  off  at  a  rapid  rate ;  but  the  men 
pursued,  some  of  them  nearly  half  a  mile,  with  hands  reaching 
out  for  tracts. 

Praying  in  a  Bomb-proof;  or  going  Down  to  get  ITp. 

The  members  of  the  Commission  visited  Fort  Albany,  then 
occupied  by  the  14th  Massachusetts.  As  they  were  passing 
around  the  fort,  one  of  the  soldiers  led  them  to  a  square  hole, 
and  said:  "Look  here."  "What  is  that?"  "  It's  the  bomb-proof, 
where  we  hold  our  daily  prayer-meetings,  down  twelve  feet  under 
ground."  "Do  any  come?"  "Yes,  sixty  or  more."  "Do  you 
find  Christ?"  "Tes,"  said  he,  "we  find  Him  here  as  well  as  at 
home."     "  So  you  go  down,  to  get  up  to  Jesus." 

The  Commission  returned  to  Washington,  convinced  that  their 
work  was  welcome  to  the  army.  Thus  began  the  work  of  the 
Christian  Commission. 

Two  delegates,  with  publications  and  stores,  were  despatched 

with 

General  Banks's  Expedition, 

Welcomed  by  the  General  himself,  and  gladly  received  by  the 
good  chaplains  of  his  expedition,  who  by  this  means  may  obtain 
books,  tracts,  and  papers  for  use,  we  may  hope  to  hear  good  news 
in  due  time  from  the  Crescent  City  and  the  Gulf  Department, 
through  them. 

Indeed,  already  intelligence  has  reached  us  from  one  of  the 
chaplains,  of  deep  and  extensive  religious  interest  awakened 
amongst  the  men  of  several  regiments,  during  the  voyage.  Over- 
taken by  a  great  storm,  they  were  in  awful  peril.  Men  who  had 
scoffed  before,  threw  themselves  upon  the  necks  of  those  whose 
praying  they  had  ridiculed,  and  besought  them  to  pray  for  them. 
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Officers  who  went  below  with  their  men,  to  talk  and  pray  with 
them,  won  their  hearts  as  they  never  otherwise  could  have  done 
it;  and,  best  of  all,  as  the  storm  ceased,  the  religious  interest 
increased.  Five  meetings  were  held  on  the  Sabbath-day  on  one 
transport,  and  many  were  hopefully  converted  before  reaching 
New  Orleans. 

From  the  Army  of  the  Potomac. 

Rev.  F.  N.  Peloubet  writes  under  date  Oakham,  Mass.,  Jan. 
14th,  1868: 

"  Never  was  there  a  place  where  the  Gospel  was  more  needed 
than  in  the  army,  and  unfavorable  as  the  moral  atmosphere  is  te 
religion,  it  may  reach  many  a  soldier's  heart. 

"  A  cavalry  captain  told  me,  *  The  Government  thinks  curry- 
combs of  more  importance  than  Testaments.  We  must  carry  our 
curry-combs  whether  we  carry  Testaments  or  not.' 

"  Once  while  ministering  to  the  wants  of  the  wounded,  in  the 
Christian  order  of  caring  for  the  body  to  reach  the  soul,  one 
asked  *  What  is  to  pay  V  *  Nothing,'  was  the  answer ;  Mt  is  as 
free  as  the  Gospel.'  '  Ah !  soldiers  don't  have  much  of  that 
kind.'  *I  hope  you  like  the  Gospel  as  well  as  you  do  this/ 
*Yes,'  he  replied,  'the  Gospel  is  good  too.' " 

Field  Fare  not  the  best,  and  Field  Work  not  easy. 
Mr.  Peloubet  says  further :  "  We  found  that  the  86th  had  just 
escaped  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg,  having  lain  Saturday  night 
in  a  ravine  under  the  enemy's  guns,  and  were  prevented  from 
making  a  charge  next  morning  only  by  a  change  of  general  plans 
and  an  order  to  recross  the  river.  A  sleepless  night  and  a  three 
mile  walk,  carrying  our  baggage  and  bread,  made  us  weary  enough, 
and  we  could  not  do  much  except  talk  over  matters  with  the  chap* 
lain  and  a  surgeon  of  our  acquaintance.  It  was  a  cold,  bluster- 
ing night,  and  we  began  to  taste  the  discomforts  of  a  soldier's 
life.  We  slept  in  tents  with  soldiers  and  officers,  supped  on 
hardtack  and  coffee,  and  took  meals  with  the  officers.  The 
poorest  in  our  village  live  in  more  comfort  than  even  the  officers 
in  the  field. 

The  first  Pray^-Meetinff  in  the  Begiment    Home  Sympathies 
and  Prayers. 

^*  Saturday  morning  we  went  into  the  regimental  hospital,  wrote 
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letters  for  the  sick,  conyersed  with  them  and  held  a  prayer-meet- 
ing, the  first  they  had  enjoyed.  It  was  sweet  to  be  able  to  tell 
them  of  Jesus  and  of  home ;  how  at  home  we  thought  of  them ; 
that  scarcely  a  prayer  was  offered  in  oar  prayer-meetings  or 
church,,  at  the  family  altar  or  in  secret,  in  which  the  soldier  was 
not  remembered.  We  miss  them  at  home,  at  the  prayer-meeting 
and  in  the  social  gathering.  It  was  sweet  to  tell  them  so,  and 
pleasant  for  them  to  know  that  we  loved  them,  thought  of,  and 
prayed  for  them.  But  a  home  in  heaven  is  better,  and  the  love 
of  Jesus  is  sweeter. 

Regimental  Hospitals.    Their  Vecessities. 

''Regimental  hospitals  are  not  so  well  provided  with  food, 
medicines,  or  any  of  the  little  essentials  of  the  sick-room,  as  are 
those  on  a  larger  scale.  There  are  no  places  where  the  Christian 
Commission  can  do  more  than  in  the  regimental  hospital. 

'^  We  left  some  of  our  soft  bread  and  solidified  milk  here,  and 
for  once  at  least,  hardtack  yielded  to  milk  toast.  In  another 
hospital,  some  being  unable  to  eat  the  broth,  I  was  permitted  to 
distribute  the  soft  bread  we  had,  spread  with  marmalade,  which 
they  relished,  and  were  very  grateful  for. 

Sabbath  Regimental  Service  and  Prayer-Meeting. 

*'  Mr.  Cushing  and  I  returned  to  the  86th  in  time  for  the  re- 
gimental service,  in  which  we  took  part ;  then  going  to  the  tents, 
we  talked  with  our  own  parishioners  about  home,  and  finally  held 
a  prayer-meeting,  bringing  in  other  religious  men. 

''  One  remarked,  that  religion  in  the  army  was  like  the  re- 
sources of  the  country, — we  were  living  on  former  capital.  Ano- 
ther wanted  me  to  urge  the  young  not  to  swear ;  he  felt  the  evil 
of  profanity.  Another  said,  that  keeping  religion  burning  in 
the  heart  in  the  army,  was  like  their  green  wood  fires,  hard  to 
get  into  a  bright  flame." 

Eagerness  for  Papers. 
B.  F.  Bradbury,  of  Bangor,  Me.,  writes  Jan.  2d,  1868 : 
^^  The  intense  eagerness  with  which  the  soldiers  lay  hold  of 
^The  Messenger'  and  the  little  Sunday-School  papers  and  the 
little  books  and  Testaments,  is  perfectly  wonderful.  You  can 
imagine  the  eagerness  with  which  the  children  in  the  country 
would  gather  around  a  wagon  where  were  apples  or  oranges  or 
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caady  to  give  away,  and  then  perhaps  you  may  get  BOifle  idea 
how  these  men  seize  these  beautiful  and  valuable  presents.  While 
I  am  distributing  them,  I  try  to  talk  to  them  as  well  as  I  can  about 
Jesns  and  the  great  salvation. 

*'  Wherever  I  go  in  the  great  army,  I  find  a  welcome  greeting 
if  I  only  carry  these  things.  They  are  anxious  to  get  those  pa- 
pers they  have  been  in  the  habit  of  reading  at  home.  I  have 
often  seen  them  sitting  around  their  tents  most  earnestly  reading 
them. 

White  Oak  Chureh. 

'^In  one  regiment  which  we  visited  last  Sabbath,  we  found  it 
almost  impossible  to  supply  the  demand  for  Testaments,  but  after 
giving  so  that  we  thought  there  would  be  at  least  one  in  a  tent, 
we  mvited  them  to  form  in  a  ring  on  the  side  of  the  road,  and 
there  we  had  a  short  service.  (This  was  at  *  White  Oak  Church.') 
Many  an  eye  was  moist  in  that  large  throng,  and  we  could  not 
but  bless  God,  that  we  had  been  permitted  to  convey  to  those 
noble  men  such  a  blessing.  As  we  go  around  in  this  way,  how 
often  I  think  of  the  Scriptures,  where  seventy  were  sent  out  two 
by  two  to  heal  the  sick  and  proclaim  the  glad  tidings." 

Rev.  J.  M.  Bamett  was  at  Falmouth  when  the  battle  was 
fought  at  Fredericksburg.  After  the  pressure  of  caring  for  the 
wounded  was  in  some  measure  passed,  he  went  into  the  camps  to 
do  what  he  could  for  the  well.  He  writes  as  follows,  under  date 
Hillside,  Pa.,  Jan.  15th,  1863. 

^^  I  remained  until  December  28d,  assisting  the  brethren  of  the 
Committee  in  feeding  the  wounded  soldiers  who  were  sent  away 
from  the  station ;  visiting  hospitals,  and  especially  the  hospital 
in  Falmouth,  where  the  sick  and  wounded  of  the  5Sd  Pennsyl- 
vania Volunteers  were;  visiting  regiments,  and  distributing  read- 
ing matter;  and  talking,  as  opportunity  offered.  On  the  Sab- 
bath week  following  the  battle,  I  preached  in  the  morning  to  the 
53d  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  in  a  little  church  on  the  Rappahan- 
nock, within  gunshot  of  the  rebel  pickets.  The  church  is  old ; 
was  used  as  a  union  church  by  several  denominations,  but  is  now 
occupied  by  some  of  our  troops.  The  gallery  still  stands,  but 
the  seats  and  pulpit  are  torn  out.  In  the  afternoon  I  went  to 
the  105th  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  and  held  services  in  the  open 
air.    Both  audiences,  though  the  former  could  hardly  stay  in  the 
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house  for  smoke,  and  the  latter  were  shiveriDg  with  cold,  listened 
with  earnest  attention. 

"  The  soldiers  were  always  ready  to  hear,  and  always  eager  to 
get  Testaments,  when  they  were  not  already  supplied,  and  tracts. 
In  hut  three  or  four  instances  were  Testaments  refused,  and  in 
two  of  these  I  learned  the  persons  could  not  read;  and  in  but 
one  case  did  I  see  a  tract  refused.  The  earnest,  urgent  request 
from  chaplains  and  men  was,  ^Oi^e  us  something  to  read;  do 
send  us  reading  matter.'  One  chaplain  said :  ^  If  possible,  send 
us  something  to  read, — the  men  are  hungry  for  it.  We  have  no 
tent  to  hold  service  in ;  and  while  we  have  nothing  to  give  the 
men  to  read,  our  hands  are  tied,  and  usefulness  hindered.' 

'^  And  thus  it  is  all  over  the  army.  The  cry  comes  alike  from 
those  who  love  Christ,  and  those  who  are  strangers  to  Him. 
Often  was  the  inquiry  made,  *Have  you  any  German  books?' 
*What  do  you  want,  my  friend?'  *The  Testament  and  Hymn- 
book,'  was  generally  the  reply.  Now  shall  this  earnest  cry  pass 
unheeded  by  Christians  at  home?  Shall  the  soldier,  who  so 
much  needs  the  Gospel,  be  allowed  to  suffer  from  this  moral 
and  spiritual  hunger? 

"Everywhere  I  was  received  with  kindness  and  courtesy;  and 
most  of  the  time,  while  on  the  front,  I  boarded  with  the  quarter- 
master of  the  68d  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  free  of  expense. 

"The  work  of  the  Commission  is  a  blessed  work;  and  if  the 
sad  necessity  continues,  I  shall  be  glad,  by  and  by,  to  engage 
in  it  again,  hoping  that  my  experience  may  enable  me  to  do  more 
for  our  noble  soldiers  than  I  have.  Meantime  I  will  strive  to  do 
what  I  can  at  home. 

"I  send  you  copies  of  a  letter  written  by  a  soldier  in  Camp 
Convalescent,  and  of  one  written  by  myself,  by  request  of  Mr. 
Shearer. 

"May  God  bless  you  and  your  great  work." 

The  Field  White,  the  Harvest  Ready. 

Rev.  J.  P.  Janeway  writes  from  Fortress  Monroe:  "Never 
before  have  I  felt  so  much  engaged  in  the  blessed  work  of  Jesus. 
The  ever  fresh  call  for  exertion  which  is  daily  made  in  these 
hospitals,  leaves  a  man  no  time  for  idleness.  The  intensity 
with  which  the  men  listen  to  words  from  a  minister,  the  anxiety 


ARMT  AMD   NAYT  WORK  AMD  IMCIDBMTS.  61 

irith  which  thej  desire  the  Bible  read,  and  the  earnestnees  with 
which  they  want  to  be  taught  to  pray,  fills  one's  heart  so  full, 
that  the  great  expenditure  of  physical  strength  is  not  to  be 
thought  of  for  a  moment. 

"When  we  arrived  here,  they  were  dying  at  the  rate  of  four  a 
day,  without  a  word  to  guide  their  minds  towards  Him  who 
snatches  from  death  its  sting,  from  the  grave  its  victory.  Oh,  sir, 
one  must  see  the  sad  deathbed  of  such,  to  fully  understand  the 
necessity  and  importance  of  the  Christian  Commission  here !  A 
more  inviting  field  can  nowhere  be  found  than  this.  The  ground 
is  good,  and  fully  prepared  for  the  seed.  I  never  imagined*  a 
more  impressible  class  of  men  than  these  wounded  soldiers.  A 
few  words  are  often  enough  to  fill  their  eyes  with  honest  tears, 
and  to  fix  upon  their  minds  an  impression  which  seems  to  be 
listing. 

"Many  of  these  men  have  not  been  accustomed  to  pray,  and 
Borne  have  never  even  known  how ;  yet  they  desire  anxiously  to 
be  taught.  And  when  the  simple  path  of  coming  to  the  mercy- 
Beat  is  shown  to  them,  they  seize  upon  it  with  a  fervor  surprising 
indeed.  I  have  one  poor  Southerner,  who  was  really  so  ignorant 
that  he  could  not  frame  the  simplest  petition,  but  now  spends 
most  of  his  time  in  communion  with  his  Master.  God's  Holy 
Spirit  seems  constantly  present,  to  turn  our  feeble  words  in  the 
right  direction  to  reach  the  heart." 

Temporal  Work  an  Aid. 

The  same  man  writes  from  same  place:  ^'But  besides  afford- 
ing all  the  spiritual  instruction  we  are  able,  there  is  a  large 
amount  of  work  to  be  dpne  for  their  temporal  comfort.  We  sit 
by  their  bedsides,  fan  them,  make  their  beds  sometimes,  cool 
their  lips  with  water,  write  letters,  read  to  them,  and  cheer  up 
their  spirits  in  every  way.  If  a  person  is  faithful  in  these  little 
attentions,  he  soon  reaches  the  heart ;  and  then  any  lesson  they 
should  learn,  is  easily  taught  to  their  willing  minds. 

"We  want  men  to  work  in  this  glorious  cause.  May  God 
bless  our  National  Christian  Commission,  and  put  it  into  the 
hearts  of  many  more  to  give  of  their  substance  to  this  most 
important  work." 
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A  young  man,  daring  one  of  the  battles  before  Richmond^ 
while  lying  upon  his  face  in  a  storm  of  shot  and  shell,  conse- 
crated himself  to  Jesus.  He  lost  an  arm;  but  after  he  was  well, 
said:  ^*  Oh !  I  would  not  have  it  back,  if  I  could,  and  be  as  I  was 
before.  I  have  been  happy,  oh  how  happy,  ever  since !  It  is 
continued  sunshine." 

A  soldier,  after  the  Perrysville  battle,  being  told  by  his  sur- 
geon that  he  must  die  in  five  minutes,  exclaimed,  ^*  This  is  the 
happiest  moment  of  my  life !  It  grows  bright,  brighter,  brighter !" 
and  then  entered  into  the  brightness  of  the  Father's  glory. 

Efforts  Helped  Out 

Rev.  B.  B.  Hotchkin,  of  Pennsylvania,  says:  ^^  At  Falmouth^ 
having  got  all  the  wounded  who  were  ready,  off  in  the  cars,  in 
an  interval  of  rest  I  heard  singing  across  the  common,  and  was 
attracted  towards  it.  I  found  a  circle  of  men  seated  in  the  edge 
of  the  woods,  singing  a  hymn,  and  others  gathering  around. 
They  sang  two  verses,  and  then  were  at  fault.  I  repeated  the 
verse,  and  they  sang,  and  so  on  through  the  hymn.  I  then  said, 
*  You  have  sung  sweetly ;  shall  we  have  a  prayer  ?'  *  Yes,  yes  !* 
all  around.  I  prayed ;  and  then  we  had  a  very  interesting  meet- 
ing, and  an  interested  audience. 

^^  At  another  time  I  saw  a  party  of  soldiers  going  out  to  bury 
the  dead.  I  followed.  They  were  about  to  put  nine  bodies, 
wrapped  in  their  blankets,  into  a  trench,  and  cover  them  up.  I 
said,  *  Boys,  you  ought  not  to  bury  these  men  like  dogs.  No,  no ! 
Shall  we  have  services?'  *Yes.'  The  men  gathered  up,  and  we 
had  services,  and  gave  them  a  Christian  burial." 

Gospel  Ibr  the  Famishing. 

Rev.  A.  Read,  General  Superintendent,  under  date  of  Novem- 
ber 24th,  writes : 

**  I  preached  yesterday,  within  a  mile  of  the  battle-field  of 
Chantilly,  to  men  who  had  not  heard  a  sermon  for  seven  monthe. 
They  were  from  different  regiments  of  cavalry,  Virginia,  Ver- 
mont, New  York,  Pennsylvania,  and  Wisconsin,  and  were  the 
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advance  pickets.  Yesterday's  service  was  an  event  in  their 
history.     There  were  tears  in  many  eyes  when  we  sang 

'  May  I  bat  safely  reach  my  home,  my  God,  my  heayen,  my  all,' 

and  a  solemn  stillness  during  the  sermon  for  forty  minutes. 
They  stood  exposed  to  the  cold  autumn  wind  in  the  wild  pine 
woods  and  listened  to  the  exposition  of  God's  word,  and  when  an 
officer  led  in  the  closing  prayer^  supplicating  with  deep  emotion 
that  God  would  bless  the  special  mercies  of  that  day  to  them, 
protect  their  distant  loved  ones,  and  bring  them  all  to  the  eternal 
Sabbath,  never  to  part,  many  hearts  were  touched.  We  distri- 
buted among  them  tracts,  hymn-books,  &c.,  and  they  received 
them  as  eagerly  as  though  they  were  letters  from  home. 

"  Poor  men  !  Noble  heroes !  Posterity  will  never  fully  ap- 
preciate all  their  toil,  sacrifice,  and  blood. 

Good  ^Men  in  the  Army  Strengthened  and  Encouraged. 

"At  the  Balloon  hospital,  I  wrote  letters  for  the  men,  and 
read  and  talked  with  the  wounded.  In  one  of  the  hospital  tents 
was  a  man  who  had  often  been  at  the  Fulton  Street  prayer-meet- 
ing. He  said  that  when  well,  he  always  had  prayers  in  his  tent, 
and  should  have  in  his  hospital  tent  as  soon  as  he  was  well  enough. 

"  Another,  I  found  of  the  same  college  with  myself,  a  pro- 
fessor of  religion,  who  had  wandered  far  into  error,  but  the  Lord 
was  bringing  him  back. 

"  Then,  again,  came  the  regimental  prayer-meeting.  Two  of 
us,  candle  in  hand,  amid  smoke  and  darkness,  stood  with  a  few 
others,  and  sang,  and  soon  quite  a  crowd  assembled,  and  another 
pleasant  season  of  worship  was  enjoyed. 

"  I  believe  our  visit  did  the  men  much  good,  encouraging  and 
strengthening  them,  especially  in  the  hospital.  They  seemed 
unable  to  express  fully  their  thanks  and  gladness.  I  do  believe, 
the  seed  sown  will  not  all  fall  by  the  wayside,  or  be  choked  by 
thorns." 

Desire  for  Beading  Matter. 

Rev.  John  J.  Pomeroy,  chaplain  8d  Penna.  ReserveSi  writes, 
Dec.  Slst,  1862: 
^'Laat  week  I  determined  to  find  reading  matter  for  my  men. 
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I  rode  fourteen  miles  to  Acquia  Greek  Landing;  found  none  there. 
Was  told  the  Christian  Commission  had  a  committee  at  Hope's 
Landing.  I  went  then  five  miles  above ;  found  none  of  the  Com- 
mission there ;  returned  to  Acquia,  and  learned  that  the  depot  of 
the  Commission  was  at  Falmouth  Station.  Last  Saturday,  with 
ambulances  following  me,  I  started  for  Falmouth  Station,  where 
I  found  your  gentlemanly  and  energetic  agent,  Mr.  Horace  J. 
Smith.  He  packed  me  a  box  of  supplies,  gifts  forwarded  by 
generous  Christian  hearts,  for  our  sick  in  the  hospitals.  I  was 
also  furnished  with  240  Testaments,  a  bundle  of  American  Mes- 
sengers, and  tracts.  I  started  for  our  camp  with  this  precious 
load,  as  proud  as  if  I  had  captured  a  whole  supply  train  from 
the  enemy.  If  those  of  you  at  home  had  witnessed  the  manner 
in  which  these  favors  were  received  by  our  men,  you  would  have 
fresh  encouragement  to  go  on  in  your  noble  work,  I  thank  God 
for  the  establishment  of  the  Christian  Commission." 

Mr.  Shearer  says :  ^^  Chaplain  Brown,  Roundhead  regiment, 
came  to  the  tents  of  the  Commission  at  Falmouth,  and  said  he 
had  received  some  small  books,  tracts  and  papers  the  day  before, 
and  wanted  to  pay  for  them.  I  was  surprised.  He  declared 
that  the  men  were  willing  to  pay,  and  if  not,  he  was.  He  com- 
pelled me  to  accept  pay,  and  insisted  upon  putting  into  my  hands 
an  additional  sum  for  fifty  hymn-books  to  be  sent  to  him. 

^^  There  was  a  regiment  at  Falmouth,  known  as  *Mud  Larks,' 
and  'Forty  Thieves.'  One  member  of  it,  who  was  trying  to 
lead  a  Christian  life,  carried  two  Testaments,  one  in  his  pocket 
and  one  in  his  knapsack^-one  to  read  and  one  to  lend.  Speaking 
to  one  of  our  delegates  of  the  Testament,  he  said,  ^  Even  the 
"  Forty  Thieves"  have  begun  to  read  it.  I  am  often  asked  for  the 
loan  of  mine.'" 

Rev.  F.  N.  Peloubet,  of  Oakham,  Mass.,  says:  "I  have  al- 
ways had  a  deal  of  pity  for  tract  distributers — poor  martyrs ! 
with  the  whole  world  for  their  inquisition,  and  refusals,  and  scorUi 
and  indifierence  for  their  instruments  of  torture,  who 

*  MoU  and  toil  tiU  efening  gray, 
At  thankless  work,  for  scanty  pay.' 

But  in  the  army  I  have  learned  a  *  new  song.'  I  have  seen  men 
hungry  for  reading,  hungry  as  if  they  had  been  more  than  the 
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five  days  in  a  moral  *  Starvation  Valley,*  without  even  the  five 
hardtacks  for  the  five  days.  I  have  seen  men  look  earnestly 
pleading  with  their  eyes  ^  gi^e  me  one  grain  of  corn,  brother/  as 
Aey  saw  little  tracts  given  to  those  near  them ;  I  have  seen  them 
gather  around  the  ambulance  whence  we  were  distributing  Mes- 
sei^rs,  old  and  new — tracts,  old  religious  papers,  hymn-books, 
and  some  periodicals — pressing  eagerly  for  a  drop  of  the  blessing. 
"  Everywhere  men  are  ready  and  waiting — the  religious  paper 
neglected  at  home  is  read  here — the  tract,  scorned  and  wasted  at 
home,  is  grasped  eagerly  here  with  a  '  thank  you.'  We  do  not 
know  in  our  pleasant  towns,  with  reading  as  common  almost  as 
air,  what  it  is  to  hunger  and  thirst  for  something  to  read.  Now 
is  the  time  to  pour  forth  our  good  religious  reading.  Not  that 
written  for  the  soldier  in  particular,  but  that  written  for  the  hu' 
man  $ouL  The  soldiers  love  to  see  the  citizen's  dress  in  their 
reading  as  well  as  on  their  friends.  What  we  like  to  read,  theg 
like  to  read.  After  some  prayer-meetings  in  a  regimental  hos- 
pital, there  was  much  gratitude  expressed ;  they  were  glad  we 
came  and  prayed  with  them ;  they  were  glad  to  see  men  fresh 
from  home,  free  from  all  the  trappings  of  war,  to  converse  with, 
and  pray  with  and  talk  to,  as  in  our  parishes  at  home.  And  it 
is  much  the  same  with  reading." 

A  "Gift  Most  Opportune.*' 

*<Caicp  ih  tbb  Fibld,  near  'White  O&kOhnrob,*  Ya.,  Jan.  12th,  1863. 

^^  Mt  dbar  Sib  : 

^'  On  Saturday  last,  I  was  visited  by  an  agent  of  the  Christian 
Commission  of  the  Toung  Men's  Christian  Associations,  who 
kindly  gave  me  for  distribution  in  this  regiment,  about  forty 
English  and  fifteen  German  Testaments,  about  fifty  Soldier's 
Hymns,  and  some  other  religious  reading  matter. 

"  This  gift  was  most  opportune ;  for  I  have  been  besieged  at 
times  during  the  last  two  months  with  commendable  violence  for 
religious  reading  by  the  diflferent  officers  and  men  of  our  regi- 
ment, but  it  was  painful  to  be  obliged  to  say,  '  I  have  none.' 

^^  Testerday  morning,  after  I  had  distributed  the  mail  to  the 
orderly  sergeants  for  their  various  companies,  I  requested  them 
to  notify  three  companies,  that  after  morning  inspection  I  would 
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distribnte  Testaments  and  other  religious  reading  to  them.  The 
men  came,  and  I  gave  all  away  as  judiciously  as  I  could  in  the 
space  of  half  an  hour.  The  men  were  thankful,  and  on  their  be- 
half, I  tender  through  you  our  thanks  to  the  noble  Society  you 
represent  as  Chairman,  for  these  very  timely  gifts. 

**  I  sincerely  pray  God  to  bless  you  in  your  noble  efforts  to 

promote  the  spiritual  welfare  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  our 

army,  and  specially  ask  your  prayers,  that  God  would  pour  down 

His  richest  blessings  on  the  labors  of  the  chaplains  of  the  army. 

"  Very  respectfully, 

"N.  W.  Camp,  D.D., 

Obsplain  4tb  Regt.  N.  J.  V.,  lit  N.  J.  Brigade,  Brooke's 
Division,  Maj.  Qen.  Franklin's  Left  Grand  Divi- 
sion of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac. 

"George  H.  Stuart,  Esq., 

Chairman.  Ao.,  Ao." 

Good  Effects  of  Beligious  Beading. 

Mr.  Sloane  writes :  "  Said  a  man  who  had  lost  a  limb  and  been 
in  the  hospital  three  months,  to  me  one  day,  'I  like  to  read  those 
books  you  bring  us.  Before  I  came  to  the  war  I  didn't  believe  in 
the  Bible,  but  I  have  very  different  views  now.  After  reading 
some  of  the  books  you  gave  us,  I  got  to  reading  the  Testament, 
and  I  know  now  it  is  God's  own  book ;'  and  he  afterwards  fre- 
quently asked  me  to  have  prayers  in  his  tent. 

Another  young  man,  severely  wounded,  attributed  his  first  seri- 
ous thoughts  and  awakened  consciencfe  to  some  tracts  I  left  with 
him.  He  was  recovering  when  I  left,  and  hopes  to  live  a  Chris- 
tian life. 

One  Tract. 

"  At  Fortress  Monroe,  Rev.  A.  Simpson  gave  out  a  few  tracts 
that  came  in  a  box  of  stores.  One  entitled,  *'  Can  you  die  tran- 
quil ?'  fell  into  the  hands  of  a  convalescent.  He  came  to  me  and 
asked,  *  Was  it  you  who  left  those  tracts  for  us  to  read  ?'  *  Yes.' 
Then  with  tears  rolling  down  his  cheeks,  he  asked  me  to  come 
and  talk  to  him.     I  sat  down  by  him  and  pointed  him  to  Jesus." 

Dr.  Charles  E.  Cady,  Assistant  Surgeon  188th  Regt.  P.  V., 
in  charge  of  Simpson  Hospital,  Relay  House,  Md.,  writes : 

*'  Many  of  our  inmates  are  close  Biblical  students  and  most  de- 
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voted  Christians,  and  their  influence  is  so  keenly  felt,  that  a  pro- 
fiiDe  word  is  not  to  be  heard  in  any  ward.  Such  evidences  of 
the  Christian  influence  is  cheering  to  witness." 

Another  surgeon  says,  *^  The  good,  interesting  reading  matter 
given  to  onr  men  in  the  hospital,  does  them  more  good  than  our 
medicines  by  its  cheering  influence.*' 

Kesults. 

Rev.  W.  E.  Boardman,  writing  from  Alexandria,  speaking  of 
an  address  of  Rev.  M.  C.  Auley,  says : 

'*  He  gave  special  attention  to  profanity  in  the  army,  and  the 
next  day  we  heard  of  two  captains  who,  before  dismissing  their 
men,  gave  peremptory  orders  that  there  must  be  no  more  swear- 
ing in  their  companies.  One  of  the  men,  with  more  muscle  than 
grace  and  more  determination  than  suavity,  told  his  men  that 
the  first  man  of  his  company  who  should  utter  an  oath  in  his 
presence,  he  would  knock  down,  and  the  first  man  who  should 
hear  him,  the  captain,  utter  an  oath,  was  at  liberty  to  knock  him 
down. 

'^  A  colonel  of  a  Massachusetts  regiment  was  addicted  to  this 
habit.  The  chaplain  had  often  spoken  to  him  with  little  effect, 
and  finally  preached  on  profanity  to  two  full  regiments  on  Sun- 
day. After  the  sermon,  the  colonel  addressed  the  regiment,  and 
nobly  said,  ^  The  chaplain  had  done  his  duty,  and  I  will  do  mine. 
I  have  been  guilty  of  profanity.  I  hope  I  have  not  injured  any 
of  you  by  it.  If  I  have,  I  am  sorry.  I  will  do  so  no  more. 
Let  us  altogether  put  an  end  to  swearing  in  the  regiment.' " 

The  Bible  before  Comforts. 

The  102d  Pennsylvania  Regiment  had  a  good  chaplain,  and 
never  intermitted  its  evening  prayers,  even  during  the  terrible 
battles  before  Richmond,  having  the  services  sometimes  amid  the 
roar  of  cannon  and  standing  mid-leg  deep  in  mud  and  water. 
They  had  also  Bible  classes  in  each  company.  They  came  out 
of  those  battles  having  lost  all  their  knapsacks  and  Bibles  and 
Testaments. 

When  Gen.  McClellan  left  Harrison's  Landing,  this  regiment, 
six  hundred  and  twenty-five  strong,  had  the  post  of  honor,  the 
rearguard. 
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On  the  morning  they  left,  Rev.  Dr.  Patterson,  a  delegate  of 
the  Commission,  who  was  there  distribating  stores  and  books,  and 
caring  for  the  men,  preached  to  this  regiment.  At  the  close  of 
the  services,  he  asked  them,  '^Is  there  anything  lean  give  jou?" 
Though  destitute  of  all  personal  comforts,  and  knowing  Dr.  P. 
had  many  such  to  distribute,  they  said,  ^'  We  have  no  Bibles  and 
Testaments.  We  would  like  ten  Bibles  for  our  Bible  class  teach- 
ers, and  three  hundred  Testaments  for  the  men,  as  we  find  it  hard 
work  to  study  the  Bible  without  Bibles  to  study," 

A  Bible  saves  Life. 

C.  S.  Griffith,  Esq.,  writes:  "Just  before  the  engagement  at 
Williamsburg,  a  young  soldier  from  Pennsylvania,  to  disencumber 
himself,  was  about  to  throw  away  his  Bible,  when  a  companion 
said  to  him,  *You  do  not  know  when  you  may  need  it.'  He  re- 
turned it  to  his  pocket,  and  very  soon  after  received  a  shot 
which  went  through  the  Bible  until  it  came  to  this  verse,  '  But 
none  of  these  things  move  me:  neither  count  I  my  life  dear 
unto  myself,  so  I  might  finish  my  course  with  joy.*  The  Con- 
federate who  fired  the  shot  was  afterwards  taken  prisoner,  heard 
the  circumstance,  and  offered  twenty-five  dollars  for  the  Bible, 
but  the  young  soldier  could' not  be  induced  to  part  with  the  pre- 
cious shield  which  had  saved  his  life,  and  we  have  every  reason 
to  conclude,  from  the  great  interest  he  has  since  manifested  in 
studying  its  precious  promises,  that  it  will  work  out  for  him  a 
happy  life  hereafter." 

The  Dying  Christian  Comforted. 

After  the  battle  of  Fair  Oaks,  as  Mr.  Sloane  was  about  lying 
down  on  the  floor  of  the  hospital,  worn  and  weary  with  his  day's 
labor,  a  surgeon  asked  him  to  visit  a  lieutenant,  who  was  in  a  sepa- 
rate tent  apart  from  others,  because  his  wounds  were  so  offen- 
sive, he  having  Iain  on  the  battle-field  some  forty-eight  hours, 
and  who  was  near  his  end.  Mr.  Sloane  at  once  arose  and  en- 
tered the  tent.  The  man  did  not  notice  his  entrance,  and  seemed 
beyond  reach,  and  did  not  at  first  respond  to  questions,  but  at 
the  name  of  Christ,  that  dear  name,  he  revived,  and  responded 
warmly  to  the  grasp  of  the  hand.     He  proved  to  be  a  superin- 
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.tendent  of  a  Sabbath-school,  from  New  York  State,  who  was 
dying  in  the  full  hope  of  a  blessed  immortality.  Mr.  S.  com- 
menced and  prayed  with  him.  What  a  joy  to  the  dying  Ohris- 
tian  to  have  a  brother's  support  and  sympathy  so  unexpectedly 
as  he  was  entering  the  dark  valley ;  and  what  a  priyilege  to  be 
enabled  thus  to  comfort  one  whom  Jesus  loved  !** 

Cheering  Vews  from  Home  to  a  Sufferer  in  the  Hospital 

Rev.  Dr.  Patterson  writes  :  "  I  have  just  returned  from  Balti- 
more, Annapolis,  and  Washington,  where  I  have  enjoyed  oppor- 
tunities long  to  be  remembered,  of  presenting  Christ  to  suffering 
men,  of  praying  by  the  bedsides  of  the  dying,  and  of  cheering 
the  hearts  of  suffering  Christians.  The  last  man  I  shook  hands 
with  in  Trinity  Hospital  said  that,  during  his  illness,  he  had  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  some  of  his  Sabbath-school  scholars  at  home, 
informing  him  of  their  conversion,  and  said  he,  '  The  delirium  of 
the  fever  passed  away,  and  my  soul  has  been  filled  with  peace 
and  thankfulness  for  the  goodness  of  God  ever  since.'  Another 
poor  dying  man,  unable  to  speak  or  hear,  to  whom  I  made  a  sign 
proposing  to  kneel  down  and  pray,  assented,  gazed  at  me  most 
piercingly  and  anxiously  as  I  prayed  beside  him,  and  when  I  took 
his  hand,  held  me  as  if  unwilling  to  let  me  go.  There  is  a  solemn 
eloquence  in  these  looks  and  gestures  of  the  dying,  indescribably 
affecting.  Several  young  men  promised  me  they  would  at  once 
begin  to  pray,  and  I  have  good  reason  to  believe  they  have  not 
prayed  in  vain." 

Good  Effect  of  Articles  Distributed. 

Rev.  J.  0.  Sloane  writes  from  General  McClellan's  army  on 
the  Peninsula : 

"  You  can  have  no  conception  of  the  amount  of  relief  afforded 
by  the  contents  of  the  boxes  sent  to  us.  The  soldiers,  too,  feel 
that  they  are  not  forgotten ;  that  those  at  home  are  thinking 
about  them  and  anxious  to  relieve  them.  Many  a  poor  sinking 
man  has  been  raised  up,  through  the  blessing  of  God,  by  the 
nourishing  food  and  delicacies  which  we  have  been  enabled  to 
give  them. 

"About  four  days  since,  we  visited  some  tents  where  two  hun- 


70  UNITED   STATES   CHRISTIAN   COMMISSION. 

dred  sick  were  gathered  in  the  edge  of  a  pine  woods.  We  found 
two  men  very  sick  from  typhoid  fever  in  a  small  tent  oflF  by  them- 
selves. One  was  delirious,  and  both  seemed  not  far  from  death. 
They  were  lying  upon  the  ground  with  nothing  but  their  over- 
coats under  them.  We  washed  them  and  put  on  clean  clothes, 
furnished  by  friends  at  the  North,  ai^d  gave  them  some  nourish- 
ing food.  To-day  I  was  greatly  surprised  to  find  them  much 
improved,  and  the  surgeon  said  they  would  both  recover.  This  is 
only  one  instance  out  of  many  of  the  same  kind.'' 

Germans  Accessible. 

Rev.  William  E.  Boardman  says  of  the  hospital  in  Glary- 
ville,  Cumberland : 

**  Of  its  six  hundred  and  eleven  inmates,  some  are  from  dif- 
ferent States  and  from  many  divisions  of  the  army,  but  the 
striking  feature  is  German.  And  there  are  so  many  from 
Blenker*8  Division  that  they  call  it  '  Blenker's  Rearguard.'  A 
perfect  famine  of  all  German  literature  seems  to  have  been 
created  by  them.  Nothing  is  in  such  demand  as  German  papers, 
tracts,  and  books.  The  good  chaplain  says  that  no  faces  light 
up  at  his  approach  like  the  faces  of  ^Blenker's  Rearguard,'  es- 
pecially if  he  goes  with  German  papers  or  tracts  in  his  hands. 
Hymn-books,  also,  are  greatly  needed  to  aid  them  in  their  wor- 
ship, such  as  the  Soldier's  Union  Hymn-book." 

All  Connected  with  the  Army  Accessible  to  Religions  Influence. 

Rev.  C.  Gushing,  of  North  Brookfield,  Mass.,  writes  under 
date,  January  8th : 

^*  On  board  of  the  boat  upon  which  two  other  delegates  and 
myself  went  from  Washington  to  Falmouth,  was  a  gang  of  men, 
who  were  going  to  Acquia  Creek  to  work  for  the  Government. 
They  were  of  that  class  of  men  known  as  *Dead  Rabbits,'  and 
their  appearance  and  language  were  such  that  we  did  not  dare  to 
sleep  all  at  a  time,  as  we  had  some  stores  along  with  us.  So  two 
of  us  slept  while  the  other  watched. 

"  Towards  morning  these  men,  being  cold  and  hungry,  began 
to  give  utterance  to  their  feelings  in  such  vile  and  blasphemous 
language  as  I  never  before  heard.  They  seemed  to  vie  with  each 
other  in  inventing  expressions  of  blasphemy  and  wickedness,  so 
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that  it  seemed  to  us  that  we  were  near  the  mouth  of  hell.  Their 
commander  was  a  leader  in  this. 

"  When  they  were  weary  of  this,  we  took  out  our  Soldier's 
Hymn-book,  and  began  by  singing  the  National  songs  in  it,  which 
attracted  their  attention,  and  they  joined  in  them.  We  then 
sang  some  familiar  revival  hymns,  and  they  still  joined.  We 
then  said,  '  You  have  had  your  turn  in  talking,  have  you  any  ob- 
jection to  our  having  a  prayer-meeting  V  Their  leader  assented, 
and  after  some  remarks  prayer  was  offered.  What  was  our  sur- 
prise to  see  those  men  rise  and  reverently  uncover  their  heads 
during  prayer. 

^*  After  the  services  were  closed,  the  leader  came  and  apolo- 
gized for  their  conduct,  and  begged  us  to  give  him  some  of  those 
hymn-books,  as  he  thought  it  would  do  them  good,  saying  their 
hearts  were  not  so  hard  as  their  language  would  indicate.  We 
gave  him  some,  and  cannot  but  hope  good  will  result. 

*^  I  was  suddenly  called  home  by  telegraph  to  attend  the  funeral 
of  my  own  dear  mother.  I. was  gone  eleven  days,  and  did  not 
have  my  clothes  off,  but  devoted  myself  day  and  night  to  alle- 
viate the  sufferings  of  the  soldiers.  I  travelled  nearly  one  thou- 
sand miles,  and  the  expenses  to  the  Christian  Commission  for 
travelling  expenses,  board,  lodgings,  &c.,  was  fifteen  dollars  and 
forty-seven  cents  ;*  surely  not  an  extravagant  charity." 

Home  Influence  Revived. 

A  delegate  writes : 

'^  I  remember  the  case  of  a  young  man  from  Maine.  He  came 
to  my  tent  to  get  me  to  write  a  letter  for  him.  He  had  been 
very  sick,  and  was  then  just  able  to  walk.  We  talked  for  some 
time  on  various  matters,  when  I  asked  him  about  his  home  and 
friends  there.  He  seemed  happy  to  talk  about  it.  He  told  me 
his  parents  were  Christians,  and  they  had  trained  him  up  in  the 
right  way,  but  he  had  departed  from  it  in  the  army. 

"  I  said :  *  But  have  you  not  prayed  to  God  to  help  you  ?  Tour 
father  and  mother  are  praying  for  you,  and  yet  you  never  pray 
for  yourself.'     He  became  much  affected,  and  said,  *  It  is  too 

*  Nine  doU«rf  snd  twenty-flye  oents  of  this  was  for  fare  on  roada  which  now  pase 
ov  delegates  free. 
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true ;  they  are  constantly  praying  for  me.  Oh,  I  wish  yon  could 
see  the  letters  they  write  to  me.  I  must  attend  to  this  matter, 
for  I  feel  unhappy  every  time  I  read  one  of  their  letters,  that  I 
am  not  what  they  wish  and  are  praying  that  I  may  be.'  His  heart 
seemed  too  full  to  allow  him  to  say  more,  and  he  hastened  away. 
I  saw  him  afterwards,  and  I  think  he  has  sought  an  interest  in 
Jesus'  blood,  and  with  those  friends  at  home,  who  have  prayed 
for  him,  become  an  heir  of  heaven." 

Comfort  to  Friends  at  Home. 

**  Albany,  Deeembtr  2Sth,  1862. 

"To  THE  Christian  Commission. 

"  Dear  Friends :  I  take  this  opportunity  of  offering  you  my 
many  thanks  for  your  kindness  shown  to  my  brother  William 
Montgomery,  the  young  man  whom  you  met  last  Sabbath  at 
Acquia  Creek,  and  to  whom,  I  doubt  not,  you  paid  kind  atten- 
tion. You  have  the  grateful  thanks  of  his  afflicted  parents  and 
brother  and  sisters,  and  may  God  bless  you  for  it;  not  only  for 
this,  but  for  your  many  other  deeds  of  kindness  towards  the  poor 
sick  and  wounded  soldiers.  My  brother  died  three  hours  after 
reaching  Washington  in  Island  Hall  Hospital.  He  was  buried 
at  the  Soldier's  Home. 

"  Will  any  one  please  tell  me,  if  you  know,  what  were  his 
feelings  with  regard  to  death,  as  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  some 
of  you  spoke  to  him  on  the  subject,  and  pointed  him  to  the  Savior. 
Oh,  for  one  ray  of  hope  with  regard  to  the  welfare  of  his  soul. 

"May  God  bless  you  in  your  labor  of  love. 

"  Very  respectfully  yours, 

"Mary  Montgomery." 

Happily  they  had  abundant  testimony  to  send  to  his  sister  that 
he  died  in  the  triumphs  of  the  Christian's  hope. 

Paper  and  Envelopes. 

One  of  the  most  grateful  articles  for  the  soldiers  is  a  sheet  of 
paper  and  an  envelope.  Often  they  are  not  able  to  write  home 
for  want  of  them.  All  the  delegates  bear  testimony  to  this.  A 
few  expressions  we  give. 

Mr.  Shearer  says:  "Oh,  how  thankfully  they  received  them. 
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Would  that  friends  at  home  coald  have  seen  their  glad  faces  as 
we  gave  them  paper  and  envelopes,  and  heard  their  many  thanks 
as  they  said  :  *Now  I  will  write  to  my  -wife.*  *  This  is  what  I 
ba?e  long  waited  for.'  ^I  have  not  been  paid  off  for  eight 
months ;  I  could  not  bay ;  this  comes  jost  right.'  " 

Rev.  B.  H.  Creayer  says:  "Nothing  is  received  with  more 
•agemeas  and  gratitude  than  paper,  envelopes,  and  pens." 

A  Kebel  Captain,  from  Alabama, 
Badly  wounded  and  kindly  cared  for  by  Rev.  Mr.  Sloane, 
finally  said :  **  I  never  did  see  any  reason  for  our  rebellion.  I 
felt  no  oppression  from  the  Oovernment,  and  I  am  here  to-day, 
one  of  many,  suffering  with  wounds  on  account  of  our  folly  and 
crime." 
Another, 

A  Forth  Carolina  Soldier, 

Brought  in  from  Fair  Oaks,  saw  he  must  die.  His  wounds 
were  too  offensive  to  allow  him  to  remain  with  the  others.  A 
separate  tent  and  special  nurse  were  provided,  and  every  want 
supplied.  Mr.  Sloane  and  the  good  surgeon  attending  sought  to 
prepare  him  for  death.  The  hour  came.  They  were  by  his  side. 
He  asked  to  have  his  will  written. 

He  gave  some  memento  to  each  of  his  children,  with  messages 
of  love.  Then,  in  answer  to  the  question  whether  he  felt  alarmed 
in  view  of  death,  he  said  '^  No !  I  trust  Ood  has  pardoned  all 
my  sins,  and  will  save  me  for  Christ's  sake.  My  guilt  is  great. 
I  have  sinned  very  much  in  taking  up  arms  against  the  Govern- 
ment, but  I  trust  God  has  forgiven  all."     His  end  was  peaceful. 

Few  Distributers. 

One  scene  on  the  Mississippi  may  suffice  to  call  attention  dis- 
tbctly  to  an  important  feature  of  the  great  work  of  the  Commis- 
sion,— the  distribution  of  Bibles,  Testaments,  and  religious  books, 
tracts,  and  papers. 

Three  valuable  boxes  were  sent  forward  last  fall,  to  Evansville, 
Indiana,  and  reshipped  from  there  to  Memphis,  Tennessee,  soon 
after  the  stars  and  stripes  were  flung  to  the  breeze  over  it.  On 
their  way,  the  guerillas  captured  the  steamboat  on  which  they 
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were  shipped.  They  knocked  open  one  of  the  boxes,  and  finding 
in  it  soldiers'  books  and  tracts,  they  made  an  orderly  distribution 
of  all  in  that  box  to  their  own  men,  supplying  them  abundantly, 
and  then  sent  the  other  two  boxes  on  their  way  to  Memphis, 
which  they  reached  in  safety,  and  were  most  timely  and  welcome, 
as  will  be  seen  by  the  following  letter  from  Rev.  Dr.  Grundy, 
the  heroic  Union  pastor  at  Memphis,  who  stood  the  fire,  and 
came  out  without  the  smell  of  it  upon  him. 

*<  Memphis,  October  26,  1862. 

"Geo.  H.  Stuart. 

"My  dear  Brother:  Through  you  we  have  received  a  valu- 
able present  for  the  army  here,  sent  by  the  Christian  Commis- 
sion. As  soon  as  it  was  known  that  they  had  come,  the  soldiers 
sought  the  books  with  eager  and  grateful  avidity;  and  many 
begged  for  more,  and  said,  when  disappointed,  *•  Our  regiment 
ought  to  hnve  had  some  of  them.' 

"Providentially,  two  brethren.  Rev.  Mr.  Wood,  of  the  Ameri- 
can Tract  Society,  and  Rev.  Mr.  Emory,  pastor  at  Quincy,  dele- 
gates of  the  Army  Committee  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian 
Association,  St.  Louis,  came  along  on  Saturday,  following  up 
your  kindness.  They  are  the  men  for  the  work,  and  are  just  in 
time.     The  soldiers  received  them  as  messengers  of  mercy. 

"  May  the  Lord  bless  you  in  your  good  work,  and  save  our 
bleeding  country  from  litter  ruin." 

As  a  distributing  agency  in  the  army,  the  Christian  Commis- 
sion acts  in  harmony  with  the  American  Bible  Society,  the 
American  Tract  Societies  of  New  York  and  Boston,  and  the 
various  other  Societies  and  Boards  of  Publication ;  and  whilst 
they  generously  aid  its  work  by  grants,  it  affords  them  an 
agency  for  safe,  certain,  and  wise  distribution  in  its  great  field, 
difficult  of  access  by  others. 

Our  ''Commission*'  Known,  Recognized,  and  Valued. 

J.  B.  D.,  of  Camden,  New  York,  writes  from  Antietam:  "I 
found  the  *  commission'  from  the  Christian  Commission,  to  be  an 
^open  sesame,'  with  which  I  entered  the  lines  of  our  armies  at 
all  points,  and  which  secured  me  all  desirable  facilities  in  prose- 
cuting the  object  of  my  mission." 
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Patience  and  Patriotism  of  Men. 

The  same  person  wi-ites:  *'The  patience  and  fortitude  with 
which  these  noble  fellows  endure  their  privations  and  sufferings, 
are  truly  marvellous.  From  painful  wounds  and  uncomfortable 
positions,  many  of  them  spend  sleepless  nights ;  but  their  suffer- 
ing is  in  silence.  You  hear  no  audible  expression.  Indeed,  I 
found  occasion,  several  times,  to  chide  them  for  not  making 
known  their  condition,  when  they  had  an  opportunity  to  do  so. 
Their  patriotism  also  was  intense. 

*^  An  interesting  young  man,  the  son  of  a  minister,  when  dying, 
said:  ^Tell  father,  that  though  life  is  to  me  very  precious,  I 
yield  it  up  cheerfully  for  my  country.'  And  among  all  the  mul- 
titudes I  saw,  I  heard  no  expression  of  regret  that  they  had 
entered  the  army ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  it  was  no  uncommon 
thing  to  hear  them  express  a  determination  to  join  their  regi- 
ments, as  soon  as  they  should  sufficiently  recover  to  do  so." 

Certifieate  of  Surgeons  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  as  to  the 
Practical  Efficiency  of  the  Commission. 

We,  the  undersigned,  having  been  connected  with  the  Medical 
Department  at  Yorktowo,  for  the  past  month,  feel  it  to  be  a 
duty  and  privilege  to  acknowledge,  that  the  assistance  rendered 
us  by  the  Ohristian  Commission,  acting  through  the  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association  of  Philadelphia,  and  the  Ladies'  Aid  Soci- 
ety, which  have  unitedly  and  harmoniously  operated  at  this 
point,  has  been  of  the  most  reliable  character. 

The  poor  soldier  must  have  been  deprived  of  many  a  delicacy, 
as  well  as  the  proper  nutritious  food,  and  much  of  the  best  stimu- 
lants, but  for  their  prompt  and  free  contributions. 

We  feel  like  saying,  "May  the  Lord  reward  them,  for  their 
work  and  labor  of  love." 

J.  Q.  A.  McCoLLBSTER,  Oeo.  0.  Stabbsling, 

Groton,  Mass.  Surgeon  52d  New  York  Yorrs. 

J.  H.  Morse,  M.D.,  J.  A.  Howa,  M.D., 

M assaohnsetts.  Newburyport,  Mass. 

Wm.  D.  Lamb,  M.D.,  P.  B.  Balch, 

Lawrence,  Mass.  An't  Surgeon  18th  N.  York  Yol^rs. 

Rev.  J.  H.  A.  Bomberger,  D.D.,  of  Philadelphia,  writes  thus 
of  a  visit  to  Gen.  McClellan,  at  Antiotam:  "I  visited,  in  com- 
pany with  three  other  brethren  of  our  party,  the  headquarters  of 
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Gen.  McClellan.  He  was  just  starting  out  with  his  staff,  but 
stoppied  for  an  introduction  to  us,  as  clergymen  and  delegates  of 
the  Christian  Commission.  After  replying  to  our  congratula- 
tions and  kind  wishes,  he  avowed  his  sincere  appreciation  of  our 
labors;  thanked  us  and  the  Commission  for  the  services  ren- 
dered; and  said,  that  whatever  was  done  for  his  soldiers,  was 
done  for  himself." 

Dr.  Nordquist,  Medical  Director  of  the  Ist  Army  Corps,  said 
he  desired  to  thank  the  Commission  for  what  they  had  done  to 
relieve  his  men;  that  their  services  were  appreciated  by  himself, 
as  well  as  by  the  sufferers. 

Mr.  Shearer  met  an  old  schoolmate,  who  said :  ^*  Having  heard 
of  the  Christian  Commission,  I  rode  ten  miles  from  camp,  to  find 
some  one  connected  with  it,  but  failed.  Next  day  I  rode  ten 
miles  in  a  different  direction,  and  succeeded." 

Mr.  Ogden  writes  from  Fortress  Monroe:  "The  volunteer 
surgeons  say,  that  but  for  the  stimulants  from  the  Christian 
Commission,  they  would  have  lost  many  lives  by  wounds  and  ty- 
phoid fever,  which  have  been  saved,  and  I  know  they  speak  the 
truth. 

"  I  wish  you  could  hear  the  poor  fefiows  emphasize  as  they 
thank  you  and  bless  you.  You  would  be  grateful  to  God  that 
He  has  permitted  you  to  do  so  much. 

"  An  officer  said  to  Mr.  Shearer,  at  Falmouth,  '  I  told  the 
members  of  the  Commission  at  Falmouth,  their  Christianity  was 
practical,  and  such  as  would  meet  a  sure  reward  in  heaven.* 

Liberality. 
A  workman  who  was  at  a  meeting  held  in  Philadelphia,  for 
the  Commission,  called  the  next  day  on  the  chairman,  with  sev- 
enty-five dollars,  being  the  day's  wages  of  each  man  in  the  estab- 
lishment in  which  he  worked. 

A  servant  girl  in  Philadelphia,  who  has  ninety-one  dollars 
wages  for  last  year,  gave  twenty-five  dollars  to  the  Commission. 

The  following  letter  was  received  by  the  agent  of  the  Boston 
Army  Committee: 

**  NoBTH  Bjbadiho,  Sept.  1862. 

"Mr.  Rowland. 

"  Dkar  Sir  :  Please  accept  of  the  widow's  mite,  who  is  about 
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eighty  years  old.  I  send  a  barrel  of  good  reading,  books,  tracts, 
and  pamphlets  of  various  kinds,  to  amuse  and  instruct  our  poor 
sick  and  woanded  soldiers;  also,  shirts,  pocket-handkerchiefs, 
bandages,  &€.,  and  numerous  articles  of  refreshments  suitable 
for  hospitala.     Please  send  them  to  the  most  needy. 

M.  C. 

"  P.S.  I  have  not  money  to  pay  the  freight ;  how  I  wish  I 
had ;  how  freely  would  I  do  it." 

A  woman  whose  name  is  concealed,  sent  us  fifty  dollars  first, 
then  one  hundred  dollars,  then  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars, 
then  two  hundred  dollars,  and  then  one  hundred  dollars.  Five 
hundred  dollars  came  from  a  gentleman  in  England,  who  had 
seen  an  account  of  the  Commission  in  print.  A  lady  whose 
country-seat,  near  Belfast,  Ireland,  is  named  Mount  Vernon^  with 
her  neighbors,  made  up  and  sent  a  box  of  religious  reading  matter. 
At  the  great  meeting  in  Boston,'  recently  held,  a  collection, 
amounting  to  more  than  three  thousand  dollars,  was  taken ;  and 
about  ten  thousand  dollars  given  unsolicited  in  New  York,  within 
a  few  days  after  the  great  meeting  there. 

With  little  solicitation,  funds  and  stores  have  come  in  upon  us, 
as  our  plans  and  work  have  become  known,  from  those  who  love 
their  country  and  the  souls  of  its  brave  defenders. 

Appeals  from  the  Field. 

From  all  parts  of  the  field,  from  all  ranks  of  officers,  from 
good  men  of  all  denominations  of  Christians,  and  even  from 
those  who  are  not  members  of  any  church,  appeals  come  from 
day  to  day  to  the  Commission,  for  men  of  the  right  stamp  for 
chaplains,  and  for  religious  reading  matter  of  the  right  kind  for 
soldiers. 

The  following  letters  from  two  of  our  Generals  in  the  field — 
one  in  the  East,  and  the  other  in  the  West — are  all  we  have 
space  for. 

Letter  from  General  Bimey. 

*'HBAi>Qir>aiTiRS,  Thibb  Corps,  Armt  of  ths  Potomac, 
Camp,  Febraary  8,  1868. 

"My  dbab  Sib:  I  have  received  your  favor,  and  answer  it 
with  pleasure.  In  this  command  there  are  but  few  chaplains. 
Most  of  them  have  resigned  and  gone  home.    But  few  of  the 
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right  sort  of  men,  physically  and  mentally  adapted  to  the  work, 
have  been  sent  us. 

"Men  like  the  Rev.  Mr.  Shinn,  of  my  old  regiment,  the  28d 
Regiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  have  been  few.  He  preached 
but  little,  and  was  unobtrusive ;  but  on  every  battle-field,  during 
the  whistling  of  bullets  and  scream  of  shell,  he  was  by  the  side 
of  the  wounded,  and  many  a  poor  fellow  in  the  hospital  was 
grateful  for  his  Christian  charities.  During  camp  life,  the  sol- 
diers saw  him  working  faithfully,  during  storm  and  sunshine,  with 
the  mail,  bringing  and  sending  home  messages. 

"God  bless  him,  is  the  prayer  of  every  soldier  of  that  regi- 
ment, and  myself,  as  having  selected  him. 

"  There  are  plenty  of  vacancies,  if  you  will  send  and  recommend 
such  active  men ;  not  the  wretched  broken-down  men  that  often 
seek  refuge  in  an  army  chaplaincy.  Though  not  a  church- 
member,  you  will  have  my  active  co-operation  to  plant  such  men 
as  you  may  select,  in  my  old  division. 

"  Yours,  with  respect, 

"D.  B.  BiRNBY, 

Brigadier  General. 

"  Geo.  H.  Stuart,  Esq.'* 

Two  Letters  from  General  Fisk. 

'*  Headquarters,  Sbcokd  Brigade,  U.  S.  Yoluntbers, 
**  Helena,  Ark.,  Feb.  16,  1863. 

^'My  dear  Brother  Boardman:  I  greet  you  with  a  God 
bless  you,  from  the  sunset  side  of  the  Mississippi,  'way  down 
south,  in  Dixie.' 

^^I  am  Justin  receipt  of  the  programme  of  exercises  of  our 
Commission's  anniversary,  on  the  29th  ult.,  at  the  American 
Academy  of  Music,  in  the  city  of  Brotherly  Love.  I  wish  I 
could  have  been  with  you,  and  told  you  our  neccBsities,  based 
upon  my  own  experience  and  observation  on  the  field.  Oh,  how 
the  soldiers  are  stretching  out  their  hands  for  religious  reading! 
I  assure  you  that  my  hands,  head,  and  heart  find  full  employ- 
ment in  my  new  field  of  labor.  I  devote  all  the  hours  I  can  to 
the  religious  training  of  my  men.  I  preach  to  them  on  the  Sab- 
bath ;  I  bow  with  them  in  prayer  in  their  quarters ;  I  try  to 
encourage  the  doubting,  bring  back  the  wanderer,  and  call  the 
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sinner  to  a  proper  recognition  of  and  obedience  to  the  great  Oap- 
tain  of  oar  salvation.  Oh,  for  more  Christian  courage  in  the 
army !  If  every  man  who  had  named  the  name  of  Jesus  at  home, 
would  have  the  courage  to  stand  by  the  banner  of  the  cross  while 
in  the  army,  it  would  do  much  to  stem  the  tide  of  iniquity  that 
floods  our  camps. 

*^I  would  that  every  Christian  in  the  land,  who  has  an  ac- 
quaintance, son,  brother,  husband  or  father  in  the  army,  would 
write  them  on  this  subject  of  Christian  courage, — ^give  them 
Mine  upon  line.' 

*^I  am  much  in  want  of  Testaments,  hymn-books,  cards,  tracts, 
small  books,  and  papers.  Can  you  send  me  a  large  box?  Adams' 
Express  has  an  agency  at  this  point,  and  you  can  doubtless  send 
(hem  free  of  charge.  I  wish  you  would  have  five  thousand 
hymn-books  put  up  for  me,  with  the  card  on  the  cover  printed, 

'Presented  to ,  of  Fisk's  Brigade,  by  the  Christian 

Commission,'  &c. 

^^  All  this  gives  value  to  the  little  book,  and  leads  the  men  to 
be  more  careful  in  keeping  their  books  clean. 

"I  would  like  one  thousand  of  the  *  Soldier's  Prayer-book,' 
published  by  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Book  Society,  1224  Chest- 
nut Street,  Philadelphia;  five  thousand  ^Roll  Call,'  a  small  tract, 
published  at  the  same  institution;  and  also  their  card  of  ^Pro- 
mise,' *  Gospel  Truth,'  &c.  I  have  one  regiment  mostly  Episco- 
palian. You  cannot  send  me  too  much.  I  will  try  and  be  a 
living,  acting,  fighting  member  of  the  Commission. 

"I  have  never  yet  seen  your  plan  for  organizing  Christian 
Unions  or  Societies  in  the  regiments.  Please  send  me  a  few 
copies.  Direct  mail  or  packages  to  ^  Brigadier  General  Clinton 
B.  Fisk,  care  Rev.  I.  G.  Forman,  Helena,  Arkansas.' 

"  Remember  me  with  much  love  to  Brother  Stuart.  Pray  for 
me. 

^^  Excuse  this  disjointed  written-in-the-field  scrawl. 
*^  Yours  faithfully,  in  Christian  bonds, 

"Clinton  B.  Fisk." 

'<Hblbha,  Ark.,  Feb.  20,  1868. 

"My  mab  Brother  Stuart:  Your  notice  to  me,  of  the 
meeting  of  the  Christian  Commission  at  Philudelphia,  on  the 
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28th  ult,  and  our  anniversary  meeting,  to  be  held  on  the  evening 
of  the  29th  ult.,  has  this  day  reached  me,  after  travelling  around 
on  my  track  for  one  month. 

^^It  would  have  been  a  source  of  great  joy  to  me  to  have  been 
with  you  on  both  of  these  interesting  occasions ;  but  I  celebrated 
the  anniversary  eve  in  my  saddle,  along  the  lines,  in  front  of  the 
enemy.  God  be  with  you  in  your  labor  of  love.  How  much  we 
are  wanting  the  power  of  the  Christian  religion  in  the  -army ! 
Push  on  the  work.  I  will  cheerfully  represent  our  Commission 
in  the  field.  I  bring  your  labors  before  my  command  each 
Sabbath-day.  I  conduct  my  own  religious  services,  and  we  have 
most  blessed  meetings.  I  wrote  Brother  Boardman  at  length,  a 
day  or  two  since,  telling  him  of  my  wants.  J  know  he  will 
respond  to  the  utmost.  There  is  great  destitution  of  all  religious 
matter  in  the  Western  army.  The  tide  flows  eastward.  Give 
us  the  best  books  you  can. 

"  We  are  getting  on  slowly  with  the  fighting  department ;  but 
success  is  certain.  We  shall  conquer  this  rebellion.  We  shall 
have  a  peace  established  in  righteousness  and  justice.  The 
Republic  will  live ! 

'  Praise  Ood,  from  whom  aU  blewingi  flow.' 

"Yours,  faithfully, 

•*  Clinton  B.  Fisk, 

"  Brigadier  General  of  Yoluiiteers." 

With  these  letters,  illustrating  the  urgent  and  universal  wants 
of  the  field,  we  must  close  our  account  of  the  work  of  the  Com- 
mission at  the  seat  of  war.  It  remains  now  to  give  brief  sketches 
of  the  work  of  the  various  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations, 
and  of  our  District  Committees,  in  their  own  various  localities, 
in  co-operation  with  the  Commission. 

THE  BOSTOV  ABMY  COMMITTEE, 

With  its  many  coadjutors,  has  been  most  abundant  in  labors. 
They  have  not  only  accomplished  a  large  and  successful  work  at 
home,  but  they  have  been  a  centre  of  influence  for  all  New  Eng- 
land ;  holding  public  meetings,  circulating  information  concern- 
ing our  work,  establishing  agencies  and  army  committees  in  a 
large  number  of  towns  and  cities. 
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This  committee  has  been  constantly  active  in  collecting  and 
forwaiiling  to  the  armies  of  the  nation,  supplies  of  stores  and 
reading  matter.  More  than  seven  hundred  packages  have  been 
secured  through  their  efforts,  and  as  the  work  of  the  Commission 
becomes  more  widely  known,  this  source  of  supply  is  growing,  like 
the  others,  daily  more  abundant. 

Quite  a  number  of  our  Relegates  have  come  from  this  region, 
visiting  and  ministering  to  the  sufferers  on  every  battle-field  and 
in  every  camp. 

Id  the  work  at  home,  they  have  employed  a  missionary  for  a 
portion  of  the  labor  in  the  hospitals. 

Six  hundred  and  thirteen  meetings  for  prayer  and  conference 
have  been  held  by  members  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Asso- 
ciation, on  board  the  U.  S.  receiving  ship  Ohio,  where  from  time 
to  time,  as  they  have  been  recruited,  have  been  gathered  a  large 
portion  of  the  seamen  now  defending  the  honor  of  our  flag  on 
the  ocean.  Here  they  have  met — Christian  young  men, — in  those 
crowded  meetings,  far  down  below  the  water-line ;  here  respond- 
ed to  the  call  of  the  Gospel,  and  found  Jesus  a  Savior.  These 
brave  tars  are  standing  up  for  Jesus  on  all  seas,  and  are  conduct- 
ing prayer-meetings  on  board  most  of  our  national  vessels,  from 
which  they  often  hear  cheering  reports.  There  has  been  an  al- 
most uninterrupted  revival  on  board  the  Ohio  for  more  than  a 
year,  and  the  work  on  that  ship  gives  abundant  evidence  that 
the  hearts  of  the  sons  of  the  ocean  are  peculiarly  open  to  the 
Gospel  when  brought  to  them  with  words  and  acts  of  kindness 
and  sympathy. 

In  this  work,  thousands  of  Bibles  and  Testaments,  two  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  religious  books,  three  hundred  and  fifty  prayer- 
books,  ten  thousand  religious  papers,  one  hundred  and  eighty- 
seven  thousand  nine  hundred  and  sixty-six  pages  of  tracts,  and 
two  thousand  copies  of  the  Soldier's  and  Sailor's  hymn-books 
have  been  distributed. 

This  .committee  has  held  eight  public  meetings  in  Boston  and 
twenty-eight  in  various  parts  of  New  England,  to  arouse  public 
interest  in  our  work.  They  have  (in  addition  to  four  thousand 
six  hundred  and  five  dollars  sent  to  the  Central  Office),  expended 
two  thousand  nine  hundred  and  seventy-seven  dollars  and  seventy- 
four  cents  in  their  home-work. 

6 
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FEW  TOBK. 

After  long  delay  from  unforeseen  obstacles,  a  committee  in 
every  way  worthy  of  the  great  City  of  New  York,  and  of  our 
great  work  for  the  nation,  its  heroes,  and  our  Divine  Master,  has 
been  fully  organized. 

The  vigor,  enterprise,  and  comprehensiveness  of  eflfort  and  plan, 
evinced  by  their  movements  in  this  the  very  infancy  of  their  pro- 
gress, give  ample  promise  of  great  and  good  things  to  come. 

As  dk  field  of  operations^  they  take, 

1.  The  vessels  of  war  fitted  out  in  this  harbor,  with  their  trans- 
ports, and  the  squadrons  receiving  their  supplies  from  here ;  that 
is,  the  bulk  of  our  entire  naval  force. 

2.  The  forts,  camps,  and  naval  or  military  hospitals  in  New 
York  and  its  vicinity  not  otherwise  cared  for. 

8.  The  armies,  and  military  or  naval  hospitals  on  the  Atlantic 
coast, — at  the  mouth  of  the  Chesapeake,  in  the  sounds  of  North 
Carolina,  the  islands  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  the  main- 
land and  islands  of  Florida  and  Alabama,  and  within  the  military 
department  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

The  aggregate  number  of  sailors  and  soldiers  embraced  within 
these  limits,  is  estimated  at  150,000,  of  whom  not  far  from  one- 
tenth  are  in  hospitals. 

Besides  caring  for  this  immense  interest,  the  Committee  sus- 
tain a  cordial  auxiliary  relation  to  the  General  Commission  in 
Philadelphia,  whose  operations  cover  all  the  remaining  army  de- 
partments ;  and  they  hope  to  furnish  men  and  means  in  liberal 
aid  of  the  national  enterprise. 

As  Si  field  of  supply y  New  York,  Connecticut,  and  Eastern 
New  Jersey  have  been  assigned  to  them. 

Meeting  of  the  Clergy  of  Few  York  and  Brooklyn. 

The  plans  of  the  Committee  having  been  matured  and  publicly 
announced,  the  clergy  were  invited  to  meet  in  Clinton  Hall,  Janu-^ 
ary  28th,  1863,  to  consider  and  act  upon  them.  The  Rev.  Wil- 
liam Adams,  D.D.,  was  in  the  Chair,  and  the  Rev.  John  Cotton 
Smith,  D.D.,  Secretary.  After  the  unfolding  of  the  enterprise 
by  the  Chairman  and  Secretary  of  the  Commission,  and  by  the 
Rev«  Alexander  Reed,  of  Pennsylvania,  a  returned  delegate,  a 
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Committee  was  appointed,  consisting  of  the  Rev.  Drs.  Williams, 
Hitchcock,  Hutton,  Holdich,  Taylor,  and  Smith,  who  reported, 
and  the  meeting  unanimously  adopted  the  following 

Besolntions. 

Resolved,  That  the  aims  and  labors  of  the  Christian  Com- 
mission eminently  commend  themselves  to  the  patriotism  and 
Christianity  of  our  country ;  and  that  engaged  as  the  nation  now 
is,  in  a  fearful  strife  for  the  vindication  and  perpetuity  of  its  own 
unity  and  life,  the  brave  men  of  our  army  and  navy,  who  have 
in  this  behalf  '^  taken  their  lives  in  their  hands,"  are,  when 
beaten  down  by  exhaustion,  disease,  or  battle,  or  when  about  to 
peril  themselves  '^  on  the  high  places  of  the  field,"  the  last  class 
whom  a  Christian  nation  should  leave  anywhere,  or  in  any  de- 
gree to  complain,  "No  man  careth  for  my  soul." 

Resolved,  That  while  we  gratefully  recognize  the  provision 
made  by  the  Government  for  chaplaincies,  and  its  acknowledg- 
ment of  the  rights  of  the  Christian  Sabbath,  and  while  we  admire 
and  sustain  the  extended  and  effective  labors  of  the  Sanitary 
Commission,  all  such  action  remains  imperfect  and  ineffective, 
except  as  sustained  and  supplemented  by  the  churches ;  that  our 
country  has  in  its  past  history,  been  summoned  by  the  providence 
of  God,  to  prove  before  other  people  of  the  earth,  how  a  nation 
without  standing  armies  might  uphold  order  and  security,  and 
how  churches  without  a  state  endowment,  might  liberally  main- 
tain and  widely  diffuse  religion ;  and  that,  in  the  new  emergen- 
cies of  this  vast  war,  God  calls  us  to  the  yet  loftier  task  of  prov- 
ing before  all  gainsayers  how  an  improvised  army  and  an  im- 
provised navy  may  effectually  assert  for  a  republic  its  national 
rights  and  its  energetic  life ;  and  how  too,  in  such  a  time,  the 
voluntary  and  unsalaried  exertions  of  Christian  zeal  can,  under 
God's  blessing,  send  through  all  the  rifts  and  chasms  opened  by 
this  conflict,  the  influences  of  a  warm,  prompt,  and  loving 
charity.. 

Resolved,  That  to  give  new  power  to  our  valiant  champions, 
and  to  make  them  an  effective  moral  police  amid  these  national 
convulsions,  they  need  and  have  full  right  to  expect  that  they 
should  be  followed,  as  far  as  may  be,  to  the  camp,  the  deck,  and 
hospital,  by  the  influences,  remembrances,  and  sympathies  of 
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the  homes  and  the  sanctuaries  from  which  thej  have  gone 
forth,  and  which  some  of  them  may  never  be  permitted  to  revisit ; 
and  that  thus  to  seek  to  render  our  soldiers  and  sailors  yet  more 
and  more  intelligent,  resolute,  conscientious,  and  devout,  is  a 
work  demanded  alike  by  gratitude,  humanity,  patriotism,  and  re- 
ligion ;  and  that  champions  so  followed  and  sustained,  are  the 
more  likely  to  return  as  law-abiding  citizens  and  principled  pa- 
triots, to  the  quiet  pursuits  of  home,  and  the  orderly  administra- 
tion of  the  republic. 

Resolved^  That  heavy  as  are  the  drafts  made  on  the  resources 
and  incomes  of  the  people,  it  is  by  such  sacrifices  resolutely  en- 
countered, that  God  has  trained  nations  for  enduring  freedom ; 
and  that  mere  material  prosperity,  unchecked  and  untasked,  has 
often  ripened  a  people  for  irremediable  ruin ;  that  infinite  wis- 
dom, in  the  symbols  of  that  inspired  dream  by  which  it  analyzed 
prophetically  to  the  Chaldean  king,  the  causes  of  the  ruin  of  the 
world's  old  empires,  showed  a  head  of  gold  toppling  to  inevitable 
overthrow,  because  supported  on  feetr  of  incongruous  and  unassimi- 
lated  iron  and  clay,  a  lesson  remaining  true  for  all  after  times ; 
and  that  a  Christian  republic  must  educate,  humanize,  and  evan- 
gelize its  population  into  moral  sympathy  and  brotherhood,  as 
the  indispensable  precedent  condition  for  the  retention  of  its  life 
and  powers;  that  wealth  finds  its  sweetest  uses  and  its  surest** 
safeguards  in  such  beneficent  activity,  and  knowledge  its  happiest 
honors  in  such  diffusion  of  its  treasures,  and  faith  and  love  so 
busied,  find  in  Providence  unexpected  resources  and  an  invincible 
ally ;  but  that  to  hope  to  build  up  a  Christian  state  in  this  nine- 
teenth Christian  century,  by  steadying  the  power  of  the  few  on 
the  ignorance,  oppression,  venality,  and  corruption  of  the  many, 
is  to  hope  that  the  head  of  gold  may  on  our  Western  shores,  find 
in  the  mingled  but  discordant  iron  and  clay,  a  steadfastness  which 
God  has  always  and  everywhere  denied  to  such  an  experiment ; 
and  that  its  success  here  could  be  hoped  only  by  its  proving 
itself  able  to  erase  principles  that  God  has  deeply  and  repeatedly 
graven  upon  the  history  of  the  nations,  and  only  by  its  outwitting 
and  outworking  the  retributions  of  a  Providence,  that  has  never 
yet  been  seen  to  slumber. 

ReBolvedy  That  we  urge,  therefore,  most  heartily  upon  all  our 
churches,  that  their  prayers  and  alms  and  efforts  be  given  with- 
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out  stiQt  to  the  work  so  wisely  and  effectually  commenced  by  the 
Christian  Commission. 

The  Great  Public  Meeting  of  the  Commission  in  the  Academy  of 
Music  Lientenant-Oeneral  Scott  in  the  Chair.  Major-Oeneral 
Bumside  present. 

One  of  the  most  impressive  public  meetings  in  behalf  of  a 
Christian  cause,  was  held  on  Sabbath  evening,  February  9th,  in 
the  Academy  of  Music.  That  spacious  edifice  was  crowded  to 
its  utmost  capacity,  and  thoilsands  could  not  gain  admittance. 
It  was  estimated  that  a  thousand  persons  stood  the  entire  even- 
ing in  the  aisles  and  lobbies  of  the  building.  On  the  spacious 
platform  were  grouped  scores  of  the  clergy,  military  officers, 
eminent  jurists,  merchants,  and  public  men.  On  the  right  and 
left  of  the  Chair  sat  ex-Governor  Morgan,  of  New  York,  General 
Anderson,  Judges  Allen  and  Woodruff  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
and  other  distinguished  citizens. 

Mr.  William  E.  Dodge  reminded  the  audience  that  it  was  a 
Christian  occasion  that  had  assembled  them  on  the  Lord's  day, 
and  suggested  that  any  demonstrations  of  respect  for  the  venera- 
ble presiding  officer  of  the  evening,  or  others,  should  be  made  by 
the  silent  rising  of  the  assembly.  When  the  majestic  form  of 
General  Scott  appeared,  the  vast  congregation  arose  in  solemn 
stillness, — 4in  unprecedented  act  of  blended  respect  for  a  great 
chieftain,  and  of  reverence  for  the  King  of  kings.  The  simple 
spectacle  was  sublime.  There  was  a  similar  demonstration  when 
General  Burnside  entered. 

General  Scott  silently  bowed  bis  acknowledgments  for  this 
expression  of  Christian  respect,  and  on  assuming  the  chair,  said : 

"  Fbllow-Citizbns  :  The  honor  done  me  on  this  occasion,  in 
calling  me  to  occupy  this  Chair  upon  an  occasion  of  so  much  im- 
portance and  worth,  gladdens  the  heart  of  an  old  soldier,  and 
fills  him  with  gratitude  and  love.  New  York  has  sent  out  her 
thousands  upon  thousands  of  brave  sons,  to  fight  the  battles  of 
our  Constitution  and  Union,  and  has  not  forgot  them  in  the  field, 
or  upon  their  return  home.  Her  care  has  been  incessant.  She 
has  given  them  every  aid,  has  cared  for  their  families,  and 
watched  over  the  wounded,  sick,  lame,  and  halt  upon  their  return. 
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The  objects  of  this  Association  will  be  explained  to  you  by  my 
colleague  in  the  duties  of  the  Chair,  more  fully  than  I  shall  at- 
tempt upon  the  occasion.  With  such  a  cause,  that  God  will 
prosper  our  eflforts  and  give  us  triumph,  no  Christian  man  can 
doubt. 

After  prayer  by  Rev.  Dr.  Van  Norman,  addresses  were  made 
by  Rev.  Dr.  Tyng,  Rev.  Alexander  Reed,  Col.  McEean,  M.  C, 
Rev.  Mr.  Ganse,  Major-General  Burnside,  U.  S.  A.,  Rev.  Mr. ' 
Duryea,  and  George  H.  Stuart^  Esq.,  and  the  meeting  closed  by 
the  benediction,  pronounced  by  Rev.  Dr.  Shedd. 

The  addresses  were  varied,  impressive,  eloquent,  and  powerful. 
Enthusiasm  rose  to  the  end ;  the  whole  city  and  country  felt  the 
force  of  the  meeting,  and  its  benefits  will  extend  to  all  parts  of 
the  army,  the  navy,  and  nation. 

One  of  the  many  great  and  good  results  already  realized  is  the 
voluntary,  unsolicited  contribution  of  about  ten  thousand  dollars 
to  the  treasury  of  the  Committee,  which  is  the  earnest  of  many 
thousands  more. 

Encouraged  by  this  vigorous  and  noble  beginning  in  New 
York,  the  Commission,  confident  of  liberal  and  eflicient  aid  both 
in  men  and  means,  from  this  newly-opened  and  ample  metropoli- 
tan source  of  supply,  feel  warranted  in  entering  upon  enlarged 
systematic  plans  for  extending  thoroughly  and  equally  through- 
out all  the  forces  of  the  Union,  the  grand  benefits  of  a  personal 
agency,  together  with  the  Sacred  Scriptures,  religious  publica- 
tions, and  such  stores  as  may  be  needed. 

BBOOELTN,  NEW  TOBE. 

The  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  of  Brooklyn  has 
been  enterprising,  active,  and  efiScient  in  work,  amongst  the  sol- 
diers of  the  camps  and  hospitals  in  their  own  vicinity,  and  have 
done  much  for  the  army  at  the  seat  of  war.  Fifteen  of  their 
number,  in  connection  with  their  Army  Committee,  assisted  occa- 
sionally by  many  other  members,  have  given  special  attention  to 
this  work,  and  three  special  agents  have  visited  the  battle-fields 
of  Roanoke,  N.  C,  Pittsburg  Landing,  Tenn.,  and  Antietam, 
Md.,  with  the  various  camps  and  hospitals  in  the  region  of  these 
battles. 
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Tbej  have  also  had  a  missionary  agent  constantly  employed 
holding  meetings,  distributing  publications,  and  doing  whatever 
could  be  done  for  the  benefit  of  the  men  in  the  camps  and  hospi- 
tals of  Brooklyn  and  New  York. 

Up  to  January  Ist,  they  had  collected  and  distributed  263 
boxes,  barrels,  &c.,  of  stores,  10,000  bound  volumes,  15,000 
magazines  and  pamphlets,  25,000  papers,  100,000  pages  of  tracts. 

The  stores  and  publications  distributed  are  estimated  at 
f  25,000,  and  the  money  disbursed  amounts  to  $3790  41.  Twenty 
meetings  have  been  h^ld  in  the  churches  in  behalf  of  the  soldiers, 
and  aboat  sixty  meetings  of  various  kinds  with  the  men. 

PHILADELPHIA. 

The  highest  praise  is  due  to  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Asso- 
ciation of  Philadelphia,  and  their  Army  Committee,  for  early 
activity,  unceasing  perseverance,  unflagging  interest,  varied  en- 
terprise, and  abundant  labors  in  army  work.  Their  home  field 
has  been  almost  unbounded,  and  yet  they  have  given  to  the  Com- 
mission the  invaluable  services  of  many  of  their  noble  men,  from 
counting-room  and  pulpit,  workshop  and  office,  to  aid  in  the 
greater  field  of  the  various  scenes  of  conflict. 

The  numerous  camps  in  and  around  the  city,  large  and  small, 
and  the  vast  hospitals  within  the  radius  of  a  few  miles  from  Inde- 
pendence Hall,  might  have  overwhelmed  them,  to  the  neglect  of 
all  effort  for  the  vast  encampments  and  hospitals  along  the  war 
belt,  east,  west,  and  south ;  but  this  home  work  seems  only  to 
have  excited  them  to  greater  interest  in  the  work  abroad. 

The  Army  Meetings, 
Held  by  them  on  behalf  of  the  soldiers,  are  unsurpassed  as  a 
series,  by  any  series  of  meetings  known.  For  more  than  sixty 
Sabbath  evenings  consecutively,  up  to  January  Ist,  if  we  except 
one  or  two  only  in  the  heat  of  summer,  public  meetings  have  been 
held  in  churches  of  all  evangelical  denominations,  in  all  parts  of 
the  city ;  always  full,  always  interesting,  and  often  thrilling  in 
character,  and  densely  crowded  in  numbers.  And  the  contribu- 
tions, though  in  no  case  large,  have  in  almost  every  case  been 
liberal,  making  in  the  aggregate  a  generous  sum. 
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Delegates  for  the  Commission. 

For  about  fifty  delegates,  one  of  whom,  Rev.  Mr.  Ladd,  fell  a 
martyr  to  the  work,  the  Christian  Commission  is  in  debt  to  the 
Philadelphia  Association.  Of  these,  others  besides  the  lamented 
and  beloved  Ladd,  were  brought  to  the  borders  of  the  grave  by 
the  abundance  of  their  labors,  and  the  terrible  ordeal  of  exposure, 
privation,  and  excitement,  through  which  they  sought  the  salva- 
tion of  our  brave  men,  body  and  soul.  Yet  none  ever  murmured 
or  complained,  and  many  have  gone  time  and  again.  Such  a 
cause  only  as  this,  which  combines  all  thatas  sacred  in  the  service 
of  God,  all  that  is  touching  and  thrilling  in  the  relief  and  benefit 
of  man,  and  all  that  is  noble  and  heroic  in  the  salvation  of  our 
nation  in  peril,  could  ever  have  called  pastors  from  their  chur- 
ches, physicians  from  their  patients,  lawyers  from  their  cases, 
merchants  from  their  customers,  and  men  of  all  walks  from  their 
homes,  and  home  comforts  and  duties,  to  go  out  and  sleep  on  the 
ground,  eat  hardtack,  drink  muddy  water,  or  coffee  more  muddy, 
for  the  pleasure  of  washing  and  cleansing  muddy,  bloody,  vermin- 
covered,  infected,  wounded,  foetid  men,  and  of  preaching  to  them 
the  blessed  Jesus,  and  cheering  them  from  home. 

These  fifty  delegates  have  gladdened  the  soldiers  by  their  pre- 
sence, and  words  and  deeds  of  love,  in  all  the  hospitals,  and  on 
all  the  battle-fields  of  the  Peninsula,  of  Pope's  disastrous  campaign, 
of  the  Maryland  invasion,  of  the  Fredericksburg  repulse,  and  of 
the  Murfreesboro'  victory. 

In  the  prosecution  of  the  home  work,  about  two  hundred  mem- 
bers of  the  Association  have  participated,  several  hundreds  of 
meetings  have  been  held  with  the  soldiers,  in  hospitals  and  camps, 
and  fifteen  hundred  Testaments,  twenty-five  Bibles,  thirty  thou- 
sand and  fifty-four  hymn  and  psalm  books,  nine  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eight  other  books,  six  hundred  thousand  pages  of 
tracts,  three  thousand  five  hundred  magazines,  and  thirty-eight 
thousand  seven  hundred  papers  have  been  distributed. 

Two  features  of  the  home  work  in  Philadelphia  deserve  special 
mention.     First: 

Milk  Supplied  to  the  Hospitals. 
A  supply  of  milk  not  having  been  furnished  by  Government, 
the  Association,  by  request  of  the  surgeons,  arranged  with  relia* 
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ble  milkmen  for  a  daily  supply,  to  be  left  at  the  hospitals.   Up  to 
Febroary  14th,  the  quantity  furnished  amounted  to  forty  thou- 
sand two  hundred  and  twenty  quarts,  fifteen  hundred  of  which 
had  been  generously  contributed  by  the  milkmen. 
The  other  home  work  alluded  to,  is 

The  Beoord  of  Pennsylvania  Soldiers  in  Hospitals  in  and  around 
Philadelphia. 

At  the  earnest  solicitation  of  the  Governor  and  Surgeon-Gene- 
ral of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  the  Toung  Men's  Christian 
Association  have  undertaken  to  furnish  and  keep  at  the  Rooms 
of  the  Association,  a  complete  record  of  all  Pennsylvania  soldiers 
in  the  hospitals  in  and  around  the  city,  to  visit  them  weekly, 
attend  to  their  wants  so  far  as  they  may  be  able,  communicate 
with  their  friends  at  home  if  they  desire  it,  and  in  fact,  to  seek 
to  make  their  condition  as  comfortable  as  possible,  and  at  the 
same  time,  to  benefit  them  spiritually  by  religious  conversation, 
gifts  of  tracts  and  books,  and  establishing  prayer-meetings  among 
them. 

To  further  this  work,  they  have  obtained  from  the  Governor 
and  Surgeon-General,  commissions  for  sixty-one  persons,  giving 
them  the  privilege  of  visiting  all  the  hospitals,  and  asking  the  co- 
operation of  the  surgeons  in  charge  to  aid  in  the  work.  This 
work  is  being  prosecuted  with  vigor.  The  Commissioners  meet 
and  report  weekly,  and  a  Secretary  has  been  employed,  whose 
whole  time  is  occupied  in  copying  the  names,  and  having  general 
oversight  of  the  Commissioners. 

THE  BALTIMOBE  ABMT  COMMITTEE, 

Occupying  a  delicate  and  diflicult  position  in  a  community  not 
fully  sympathizing  with  them,  have  been  most  active  and  zealous 
smce  the  hour  of  their  organization.  They  have  sent  out  sixty 
commissioned  delegates,  who  have  ministered  upon  various  battle- 
fields, and  in  the  camps  and  hospitals  at  Baltimore,  Frederick, 
Smoketown,  Antietam,  South  Mountain,  York,  Harper's  Ferry, 
Annapolis,  and  Annapolis  Junction. 

Id  connection  with  this  work  they  have  distributed  five  hundred 
and  four  cases  of  valuable  and  timely  stores,  and  expended 
two  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-one  dollars. 
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No  less  than  four  handred  and  ninety  persons,  male  and  female, 
have  aided  them  in  their  home  work,  holding  (distinct  from  the 
chaplain's  services)  eight  handred  and  sixty  prayer-meetings ; 
distributing  j7er#ona%  five  thousand  six  hundred  Bibles  and  other 
books,  eighty-five  thousand  papers,  twenty  thousand  pamphlets, 
and  four  million  pages  of  religious  tracts.  In  addition,  they 
have  constantly  employed  two  laborious  faithful  men  as  mission- 
aries, who  have  general  supervision  of  this  work,  and  thus  ac- 
complished truly  great  things  for  the  cause  of  our  country  and 
the  cause  of  God.  One  of  these,  Rev.  Mr.  Poerner,  a  German, 
has  had  great  success  among  his  countrymen,  who  have  listened 
with  tearful  interest  to  religious  instruction  from  their  fellow- 
German,  many  of  them  weeping  with  joy  at  hearing  the 
Gospel  preached  in  their  own  language.  Very  interesting 
results  have  been  realized,  as  the  following  incidents  and  state- 
ments will  show : 

At  one  of  the  prayer-meetings  in  a  hospital,  a  young  man  of 
fine  education  arose  and  declared,  that  by  the  influence  of  the 
meetings,  he  had  been  induced  to  review  his  life,  and  was  ashamed 
he  had  so  long  neglected  his  duties  to  God.  He  was  determined 
to  lead  a  religious  life,  and  he  should  ever  thank  God  for  his 
merciful  providence  in  sending  such  Christian  friends  under  such 
strange  and  unexpected  circumstances. 

At  another  meeting  a  Frenchman  arose  and  said,  that  in  early 
life  he  had  frequently  attended  places  of  worship,  "  but  for  many 
years,"  said  he,  *'I  have  not  been  in  any  place  where  there  were 
religious  services,  until  I  came  into  the  hospital.  When  I  was 
getting  better  of  my  sickness,  I  saw  others  going  into  the  prayer- 
meeting,  and  I  went  from  curiosity.  There  I  heard  one  of  my 
fellow-soldiers  tell  how  happy  he  had  been  since  he  had  de- 
termined to  lead  a  religious  life,  and  how  delightful  were  his 
hopes  of  Heaven  and  everlasting  life,  when  the  cares  and  troubles 
of  this  life  should  all  be  past,  and  he  exhorted  all  his  fellow- 
soldiers  to  seek  the  Savior  at  once.  That  speech  led  me  to  de- 
sire to  be  a  Christian.  I  have  been  to  every  prayer-meeting 
since,  and  I  now  feel  it  to  be  my  duty  not  to  rest  till  I  find  I  am 
accepted  of  Christ."  • 

He  is  now  a  devout  and  humble  follower  of  Jesus,  believing  he 
is  accepted  as  a  child  of  God  and  heir  of  His  kingdom. 
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Bey.  R.  Spencer  Vinton^  chaplain  of  McKim's  Hospital,  relates 
the  following  incident  : 

Among  others,  Sylvester  McKinley  of  Pennsylvania,  was  re- 
ceived into  the  hospital,  immediately  after  the  battle  of  Antietam. 
He  was  a  noble-looking  youth,  of  fine  figure  and  intelligent  face. 
He  had  lost  his  left  arm  and  was  much  reduced ;  he  was  in  great 
destitution,  having  neither  coat,  vest,  or  hat.  All  who  saw  him 
were  interested  in  him,  and  the  ladies  of  the  Relief  Association 
took  charge  of  him  and  rendered  him  comfortable.  His  condition 
being  critical,  I  at  once  began  to  give  him  religious  instruction. 
Haying  been  a  Sunday-school  scholar,  he  easily  understood  my 
teachings,  and  listened  with  attention,  desiring  to  know  if  I 
Uiought  Jesus  would  be  his  friend  and  Savior.  He  received  my 
assurances  of  Christ's  interest  in  him  with  joy,  and  was  made 
happy  in  the  belief  that  he  should  reach  heaven.  In  my  daily 
visits  to  him,  I  always  found  him  with  his  Testament  in  his  hand 
or  near  him.  I  prayed  with  him  and  found  him  trusting  in  God 
and  confident  in  his  hope  of  heaven.  His  nurse  was  faithful,  and 
he  was  grateful  for  all  kindness.  Worn  out  by  his  sufferings  and 
almost  fainting,  he  asked  his  nurse  to  hand  him  his  Testament. 
He  opened  it,  read  a  brief  passage :  "Now,*'  said  he,  in  a  feeble 
voice,  "place  it  under  ^ny  head/'  The  nurse  did  as  he  wished. 
He  calmly  laid  his  head  upon  the  treasured  volume,  and  in  a 
moment  was  asleep  in  Jesus. 

WASHINOTON  CITT  TOUNO  HEN'S  CHBISTIAN 
ASSOCIATION. 

The  work  at  their  own  door  has  been  boundless,  and  most  nobly 
done.  For  months  past,  from  twenty  to  thirty  thousand  of  sick 
and  wounded  have  been  distributed  in  the  various  hospitals  in 
the  District,  and  the  Association  has  aided  the  Commission  in 
its  efforts  for  their  relief  and  instruction. 

Immediately  after  the  commencement  of  the  arrival  of  troops, 
and  while  they  were  all  quartered  in  the  city,  it  was  divided  into 
districts,  and  each  district  given  in  charge  to  certain  members  of 
the  Association,  whose  duty  it  was  to  see  that  the  spiritual  wants 
were  meU 

Thirty  delegates  have  also  been  commissioned  at  Washington 
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for  the  battle-fields  and  hospitals,  and  some  of  them  are  still  en- 
gaged in  the  good  work. 

The  Association  subsequently  employed  a  missionary,  paying 
his  salary  and  expenses  from  their  own  treasury,  to  work  amongst 
the  Government  teamsters  and  laborers,  and  in  the  camps  ad- 
jacent to  the  city.  This  mission,  which  commenced  March  1st, 
1862,  deserves  a  more  extended  notice  than  we  are  able  to  give 
it,  for  it  is  one  of  exceeding  interest. 

Mission  amongst  Oovemment  Teamsters. 

Rev.  C.  P.  Lyford,  the  first  one  employed  in  this  mission,  was 
aided  by  members  of  the  Association,  and  by  his  wife,  who  was 
a  charming  singer,  and  whose  presence  with  her  husband  had 
the  restraining  and  subduing  influence  peculiar  to  woman.  The 
field  was  very  unpromising.  The  men  connected  with  the 
Quartermaster's  Department  were  herded  together  in  two  great 
encampments.  There  was  nothing  to  restrain  or  refine  them. 
Their  work  was  rough,  and  they  were  away  from  home,  in  the 
capital  where  temptation  is  rife.  They  knew  no  Sabbath ;  the 
atmosphere  shook  with  profanity;  drink  was  easily  obtained; 
gambling  was  their  passtime ;  and  every  influence  was  corrupting. 

A  church  was  obtained,  but  they  would  not  attend  it.  Soon 
Mr.  Lyford,  accompanied  by  his  wife,  went  into  the  camp,  and 
standing  upon  a  box,  commenced  singing.  The  men  looked  up 
and  exclaimed,  "  What's  up  ! "  and  came  rushing  together.  A 
talk  about  their  homes  and  hardships,  and  the  hardening  in- 
fluences around  them,  and  about  Jesus  and  salvation,  followed  by 
prayer,  started  the  tears  freely,  and  they  urged  them  to  come 
again. 

Shortly  the  teamsters  themselves  arranged  a  canvas  chapel, 
very  large  and  comfortable,  with  bales  of  hay  and  intervening 
planks  for  seats,  and  a  rude  pulpit,  all  of  their  own  accord,  and 
appointed  one  to  go  through  the  camp  to  call  the  men  together 
at  each  service,  and  spoke  of  it  as  their  church.  And  there 
many  a  wanderer  has  been  reclaimed,  and  we  hope  some  sinners 
converted. 

This  led  to  a  similar  movement  in  the  other  great  camp  of  the 
teamsters.  There  they  used  a  schoolhouse  which  was  within 
their  limits,  and  added  to  it  a  great  wide  awning  in  front,  so  that 
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the  missionary  could  stand  in  the  doorway  and  speak  to  the  men 
both  inside  and  out. 

Rev.  0.  P.  Pitcher  succeeded  Mr.  Lyford,  and  is' successfully 
carrying  on  the  work,  the  arrangements  in  the  great  dining- 
halls  of  mess-houses,  both  for  preaching  on  the  Sabbath  and 
prayer-meetings  on  week-day  evenings,  being  much  more  satis- 
factory than  in  the  early  progress  of  the  work.  The  Quarter- 
master's Hospital  has  also  been  much  enlarged, — now  capable  of 
accommodating  over  one  hundred  patients,  over  which  the  mis- 
sionary acts  as  chaplain,  and  where  he  holds  one  of  the  five 
regular  services  of  the  Sabbath,  and  visits  through  the  week. 

They  have  distributed  about  eighteen  thousand  nine  hundred 
and  sixty  Testaments ;  four  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  three 
hundred  and  eighty-four  pages  of  books,  pamphlets,  and  tracts ; 
twenty-five  thousand  six  hundred  and  twenty  religious  papers, 
and  have  held  more  than  five  hundred  preaching,  prayer,  and 
other  religious  meetings. 

The  ladies  have  aided  them,  and  committees  of  ladies  and 
gentlemen,  authorized  by  Government,  have  visited  each  hospital 
and  seen  the  patients  individually,  to  ascertain  their  wants,  tem- 
poral and  spiritual,  and  supply  them.  They  have  placed  their 
gifts  in  the  hands  of  the  men,  and  have  not  allowed  them  to  go 
through  the  nurses  and  other  officers  of  the  hospital. 

The  Association  has  also  greatly  helped  the  Commission  in 
their  general  work.  Before  the  Commission  was  formed,  they 
obtained  from  Government  the  free  use  of  a  room  in  the  Post 
Office  building  and  one  in  the  Patent  Office  building,  for  operations 
in  the  army,  which  they  tendered  to  the  ^Commission  upon  its 
establishment.  Afterwards  it  was  found  that  their  rooms  on 
Pennsylvania  Avenue  were  better  adapted  for  our  work,  as  it 
became  more  extensive,  and  now  they  are  used  for  our  office  and 
store-room,  and  also  for  sleeping-rooms  for  all  of  our  delegates 
while  they  are  in  Washington,  and  all  this  free  of  charge.  They 
have  also  been  of  great  service  to  us  in  securing  for  the  Com- 
mission the  use  of  ambulances  and  other  Government  facilities. 

The  Commission  are  under  great  obligations  to  Mr.  Wm. 
Ballantyne,  the  Chairman  of  our  District  Committee  in  Washing- 
ton, for  the  use  of  his  store,  for  much  of  his  time  given  to  the 
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direction  of  the  work,  and  for  his  valuable  suggestions  from  time 
to  time. 

BUFFALO, 

George  H.  Stuart,  Esq., 

Chairman  of  the  United  States  Christian  Commission. 

The  report  of  the  Army  Committee  of  the  Young  Men's  Chris- 
tian Association  of  Buffalo,  ^N".  Y.,  must  be  given  principally  in 
generalities.  The  Secretary  of  the  Committee,  having  himself 
recently  joined  the  army,  and  left  only  a  portion  of  the  records 
obtainable  by  the  Committee,  we  are  therefore  left  without  the 
statistical  facts  necessary  to  make  our  report  as  complete  as  would 
be  desirable. 

The  Committee,  nevertheless,  feel  themselves  obligated,  not 
only  to  the  Commission,  but  to  the  Christian  public,  to  acknow- 
ledge the  contributions  received,  and  to  make  an  exhibit  of  the 
disbursements  of  funds  committed  to  their  care. 

It  would  add  much  to  the  value  and  interest  of  this  report,  if 
it  contained  a  history  of  all  the  religious  meetings,  Bible  classes, 
the  specific  kind  and  quantity  of  religious  and  secular  reading 
distributed  at  Camp  Morgan,  with  the  incidents  connected  with 
the  few  who  professed  to  have  obtained  hope  in  the  atoning 
merits  of  Jesus.  These  with  many  others  have  left  us  to  defend 
our  country's  liberty,  some  of  whom  will  never  return  to  gladden 
the  heart  of  parent,  brother,  sister,  or  wife,  but  having  offered 
their  life  upon  their  country's  altar,  may  now  be  waiting  in  the 
mansions  of  our  Father,  to  adorn  the  coronet  of  him  who,  in  the 
labor  of  love,  was  instrumental  in  winning  them  to  Christ. 

The  Committee  have  the  satisfaction  to  state,  that  the  soldiers 
at  Camp  Morgan  were,  with  but  few  exceptions,  very  willing  re- 
cipients of  religious  instruction,  and  eager  for  religions  reading. 
The  greatest  difficulty  which  the  Committee  experienced,  was 
that  the  demand  was  greater  than  the  supply. 

The  plan  adopted  by  the  Committee  to  meet  the  religious 
wants  of  the  camp,  was  on  each  Sabbath  morning  to  distribute 
tracts,  religious  papers,  and  periodicals ;  in  the  afternoon  to  have 
Bible  classes  and  public  preaching  by  some  one  of  the  city  pastors, 
and  in  the  evening,  prayer- meeting,  interspersed  with  short  ad- 
dresses and  exhortations,  and  at  the  solicitation  of  some  of  the 
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officers  and  men,  a  week-day  evening  prayer-meeting  was  con- 
dacled  with  marked  interest  and  apparent  good  results.  The 
prayer-meetings  and  preaching  were  usually  held  in  the  mess- 
room,  which  would  accommodate  between  nine  hundred  and  one 
thousand  persons.  The  meetings  were  generally  well  represented 
by  the  officers  and  men  in  camp,  and  who  very  generally  partici- 
pated in  the  exercises  of  the  meetings. 

It  is  but  due  to  state,  that  a  large  portion  of  the  reading 
matter  distributed  by  the  Committee,  was  the  voluntary  contri- 
bution of  citizens  of  Bu£falo.  ^ 

The  following  are  the  principal  varieties,  and  the  estimated 
quantities  distributed  to  the  soldiers  while  at  Gamp  Morgan : 
1200  copies  Buflfalo  Christian  Advocate,  600  Gospel  Messenger, 
200  Christian  Banner,  200  Sunday-School  Times,  2000  Sunday- 
School  Banner,  1000  Child's  Paper,  400  pamphlets,  400  volumes 
library  books,  40,000  pages  religious  tracts,  besides  Bibles  and 
Testaments. 

The  total  of  money  received  by  the  Committee,    .  $671  05 

Forwarded  to  United  States  Christian 

Commission, $590  25 

Local  disbursements,    .         •         .         .       56  80 

Money  and  subscriptions  on  hand, .         .       24  00 

8671  05 

In  conclusion,  the  Committee  would  express  their  deep  interest 
in  the  work,  and  acknowledge  that  they,  while  endeavoring  to 
water  others,  have  themselves  been  greatly  refreshed.  It  has 
been  a  happy  privilege  to  them,  to  extend  the  hand  of  friendship 
to  the  defenders  of  our  country's  rights,  and  assure  them  that 
they  have  a  deep  interest  in  the  prayers  and  warm  sympathies 
of  the  Christian  hearts  of  this  nation. 

John  D.  Hill,  John  F.  Ernst, 

N.  A.  Halburt,  E.  a.  Swan, 

Francis  P.  Wood,  S.  D.  Sikes, 

Wm.  L.  French,  J.  S.  Fosdick, 

Committee. 

CHICAGO. 

A  great  work  has  been  done  by  this  Committee.  They  have 
sent  out  twenty-six  gentlemen  and  four  ladies  as  commissioned 
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delegates.  These  good  Samaritans  have  visited  the  camps,  hos- 
pitals, and  battle-fields  at  Madison,  Wisconsin ;  Peoria,  Spring* 
field,  Cairo,  Mound  City,  and  Rockford,  Illinois ;  ludianapolis, 
and  Laporte,  Indiana;  Golambus  and  Louisville,  Kentucky; 
Cincinnati,  Ohio;  Corinth  and  Memphis,  Tennessee;  Helena, 
Arkansas ;  Fort  Henry,  Fort  Donelson,  Shiloh,  Memphis,  and 
Murfreesboro,  Tennessee.  They  have  distributed  over  four 
hundred  packages  of  stores. 

In  their  home  work  they  have  had  the  co-operation  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  members  of  their  Association,  and  several 
hundred  Christian  gentlemen  and  ladies  of  that  city  and  else- 
where. More  than  twelve  hundred  religious  meetings  have  been 
held  by  them.  They  have  built  a  chapel  in  Camp  Douglass, 
near  the  city,  that  would  hold  over  one  thousand  persons.  They 
furnished  the  materials,  and  the  soldiers  with  hearty  good  will 
did  all  the  work  of  building.  Here  daily  meetings  have  been 
held,  both  among  our  own  soldiers  and  rebel  prisoners.  Some  of 
these  meetings  were  seasons  of  unsurpassed  interest;  over  a 
thousand  were  present  on  some  occasions  at  the  prayer-meetings, 
and  revivals  were  in  progress  for  weeks  at  a  time,  and  from  twelve 
to  twenty  came  forward  every  night,  sorrowing  for  sin  and  asking 
prayer.  Quantities  of  playing-cards  were  obtained  in  exchange 
for  religious  reading. 

To  keep  alive  the  interest  of  the  community  in  this  good  work 
thirty-eight  public  meetings  have  been  assembled,  where  the 
claims  of  the  cause  and  its  workings  have  been  presented.  They 
have  expended  more  than  four  thousand  dollars,  have  distributed 
fifty-four  thousand  hymn  books,  and  many  thousands  of  Testa- 
ments, books,  papers,  and  tracts,  to  the  value  of  several  thousands 
of  dollars. 

Soldiers*  Communion. 

After  a  revival,  and  as  some  regiments  were  about  to  leave 
Camp  Douglass,  it  was  determined  to  have  a  Communion  season 
before  they  went.  The  chaplains  of  the  regiments  were  of  dif- 
ferent denominations,  but  the  Christian  Commission  united  all. 
The  arrangements  were  made  by  Mr.  Farwell,  one  of  its 
members,  in  conference  with  the  chaplains,  and  it  was  held  in 
their  chapel.  The  Sabbath  came.  Long  before  the  hour  the 
chapel  was  densely  crowded ;  the  ministers  with  difficulty  reached 
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die  platform.  Chaplain  Hagertj,  after  singing  and  prayer,  stated 
the  object  of  the  meeting  and  annoanced  the  order  of  exercises. 
Chaplain  Stoughton  then  simply  and  appropriately  warned  any 
against  eating  and  drinking  irrererently,  and  invited  those  who 
truly  believed  in  Jesus,  and  desired  to  live  a  holy  life,  to  eat  and 
drink  in  remembrance  of  Christ,  and  offered  prayer  somewhat 
after  the  Episcopal  form.  The  bread  and  wine  were  served  by 
Hr.  Hoag,  a  venerable  elder,  whose  son  was  present  as  Colonel 
of  the  113th  Illinois,  about  to  leave. 

There  sat  the  dusty  and  battle-worn  veterans  from  the  Potomac, 
who,  for  eighteen  months  had  not  been  in  the  house  of  God,  side 
by  side  with  fresh  recruits  about  to  enter  the  combat ;  while  the 
aged  father  served  them  all  together,  his  own  son  among  them, 
with  the  symbols  of  life  to  them,  as  they  were  memorials  of  the 
death  of  Jesus.  Oh,  it  was  a  solemn  scene.  Sobs  and  sighs,  that 
could  not  be  repressed,  broke  the  silence,  and  the  scene  will  never 
be  forgotten.  Over  two  hundred  communed.  This  done.  Chaplain 
Brown  offered  thanksgiving,  the  venerable  Chaplain  McReynolds 
gave  the  exhortation  to  communicants.  Rev.  Mr.  Pratt  spoke 
of  preparation  for  death,  a  German  brother,  in  broken  English, 
from  a  full  heart,  talked  of  the  love  of  Christ,  and  Rev.  Robert 
Patterson  concluded  the  communion  service  by  an  address  to  the 
unconverted, — all  showing  forth  the  Lord's  death  till  he  come. 
Eighteen  presented  themselves  for  prayer;  and  fervent  prayer 
was  offered  for  them,  followed  by  praise.  And  thus  ended  the 
Soldiers'  Communion. 

Camp  Douglass. 

Rev.  Dr.  Patterson  writes  under  date  November  1,  1862: 
**God  is  evidently  at  work  in  the  army.  Here  our  meetings 
are  well  attended  and  conversions  taking  place  daily.  To-day,  in 
noon  meeting,  a  man  who  ten  days  ago  was  so  wicked  that  the 
men  removed  his  tent  out  of  hearing,  stood  up  to  give  glory  to 
God  for  his  conversion. 

^'One  night  a  dancing  party  was  going  on,  and  the  leader  {%k 
di^osed  to  curse  the  praying  men  for  spoiling  the  sport.  How- 
ever, the  fiddler  consented  to  lead  the  music  of  the  prayer-meet- 
ing, and  thinking  ^John  Brown'  a  solemn  thing,  he  soon  had 
the  camp  singing  ^  Glory  Hallelujah.'    But  when  the  religious 
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nature  of  the  meeting  was  explained,  he  played  ^  Gomei  ye  sinners, 
poor  and  needy/  and  the  men  all  chimed  in,  and  sang  enthnsias- 
tically,  the  sentries  around  the  camp  calling  oat,  when  the  line 
was  read,  ^Louder!'  and  joining  in  the  singing.  Thirty  came 
forward  for  prayers  at  the  close  of  the  meeting.  When  the 
services  closed,  the  person  who  was  so  angry  becanse  the  amnse- 
ments  had  been  interrupted,  got  upon  a  box  and  made  an  address, 
of  which  this  was  the  conclusion :  ^  Now,  all  you  fellows  that 
mean  to  give  up  this  nonsense,  just  shy  up  your  cards  as  I  do,' 
and  immediately  a  shower  of  cards  went  up  into  the  air,  and 
came  down  on  the  heads  of  the  audience  and  were  trodden  into 
the  mud. 

THE  WE8TEEV  AEMT  COMMITTEE, 

At  St.  Louis,  had  much  to  discourage  and  hinder  them  during 
all  the  earlier  progress  of  the  war.  They  did  a  grand  good  work 
for  their  means  and  numbers.  They  held  meetings  in  Camp 
Jackson,  on  the  very  ground  where  the  Secession  forces  surrendered 
to  the  brave  Gen.  Lyon,  and  in  the  hospitals  and  elsewhere,  and 
in  Camp  Benton  they  kept  up  a  semi-weekly  prayer-meeting, 
attended  sometimes  by  eight  hundred  or  one  thousand  soldiers. 
Often  they  secured  preaching  for  them,  and  multitudes  gathered 
to  hear.  An  incident  in  one  of  these  meetings  may  serve  to 
show  how  the  men  were  moved  oftentimes. 

A  Whole  Begiment  Pledged  not  to  TTtter  an  Oath. 

A  St.  Louis  regiment  was  recruited  under  the  then  Colonel, 
now  General  Fisk,  of  the  Christian  Commission,  and  was  ready 
to  leave  for  the  field.  The  occasion  was  used  for  having  a  special 
service.  Five  thousand  people  assembled.  The  regiment  was 
massed  in  front  in  the  centre.  Whilst  the  speaker  was  addressing 
the  men  about  profanity,  the  Colonel  begged  him  to  pause  a 
moment,  and  himself  rose  and  suggested  to  his  men  that  he 
thought  their  Colonel  could  do  all  the  swearing  necessary  for  the 
whole  regiment,  and  asked  them  if  they  were  willing  to  leave  it 
all  for  him  to  do.  Then  proposed  that  all  who  would  pledge 
themselves  not  to  utter  an  oath  until  they  had  first  heard  one 
from  his  lips,  should  lift  up  their  hands.  Instantly  every  hand 
was  up,  and  the  whole  thousand  pledged. 
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Daily  Worship  Bstabliihed  and  Kept  TTp  by  the  Soldiers* 

Many  Christians  who  had  kept  silence  before  were  induced  t6 
eome  oat  openly,  backsliders  reclaimed,  and  sinners  converted,  in 
Camp  Benton.  At  last,  one  day,  to  the  delight  of  the  Army 
Committee  and  their  helpers,  they  found  that  several  soldiers  in 
the  convalescent  ward  of  the  hospital  had  banded  themselves  to 
take  tarns  in  conducting  a  daily  service  open  to  all. 

Great  good  was  accomplished  by  these  things,  and  also  by  the 
large  amount  of  good  religious  reading  matter  distributed  by  the 
Committee. 

In  September  last,  in  connection  with  a  visit  to  them  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Commission,  the  Army  Committee  held  their 
first  public  meeting,  which  was  large,  enthusiastic,  and  resulted 
in  a  liberal  contribution  and  subscription,  and  an  increase  of  the 
Committee  in  numbers,  and  a  wide  expansion  of  plans  and  ope- 
rations. 

Bev.  Mr.  Emory  was  immediately  enlisted  as  a  general  agent, 
to  visit  the  various  armies  in  the  Western  field.  With  him  Rev. 
Glen  Wood,  of  the  American  Tract  Society,  was  associated. 
Their  first  journey  is  described  in  the  following 

Graphic  Letter. 

Leaving  St.  Louis,  we  visited  the  camps,  hospitals,  and  military 
posts  at  Cairo,  Columbus;  Memphis,  Helena,  Jackson,  Bolivar, 
and  Corinth,  seeing  vast  numbers  of  our  troops,  preaching  con- 
stantly and  distributing  our  publications  to  thousands  of  men 
starving  for  mental  and  spiritual  food. 

Services  on  a  Steamboat. 
We  conducted  morning  and  evening  services  on  the  steamboat 
wiUi  a  large  attendance  from  the  passengers,  evidently  interfering 
seriously  with  the  gamblers,  who  seem  always  to  infest  the  boats 
of  the  Lower  Mississippi.  So  much  interest  was  manifested  in 
our  work  that  a  collection  was  proposed  and  taken.  This  was 
encouraged  and  materially  aided  by  a  speech  from  the  Hon.  Mr. 
N-——  of  Memphis,  formerly  a  member  of  Congress.  Twenty- 
seven  dollars  were  contributed  to  furnish  reading  to  the  soldiery. 
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The  Heed  and  Value  of  BeUgious  Beading. 

A  chaplain  told  me  that  so  long  as  his  supplies  of  reading  lasted 
there  was  a  good  degree  of  order  and  morality  maintained  in  the 
regiment ;  bat  when  he  lost  his  library^  and  bad  no  more  tracts 
and  papers  for  distribution,  the  boys  began  to  play  cards,  first 
for  amusement,  then  for  money,  and  a  gambling  mania  spread 
over  the  camp,  carrying  with  it  other  vices,  and  making  the  camp 
hideous  by  its  iniquity  ;  and  he  could  have  no  power  to  check  the 
spreading  desolation.  How  heartily  he  greeted  our  coming!  Oh 
that  every  friend  of  his  country  could  see  the  earnest  greed  with 
which  these  publications  are  received  by  the  great  majority  of 
the  men :  then  I  am  sure  they  would  be  as  ready  to  help  satisfy  the 
demand  as  they  have  been  to  persuade  the  men  to  engage  in  the 
service  of  their  country. 

A  Model  Chaplain. 

At  Helena  we  were  cordially  entertained  by  the  Rev.  J.  G. 
Forman,  serving  as  postmaster  and  post-chaplain.  He  is  one  of 
the  finest  specimens  of  a  truly  devoted,  active,  laborious  chaplain 
that  I  have  met.  Receiving  and  distributing  some  four  thousand 
letters  per  day,  wortT  enough  for  one  man,  he  could  not  rest  with 
all  the  churches  of  the  village  confiscated  to  hospital  purposes, 
and  no  worship  in  town  on  the  Sabbath.  He  sought  and  obtained 
the  reservation  of  one  church  for  service,  where  we  preached 
morning  and  evening  to  a  full  and  most  attentive  audience,  many 
standing  in  the  aisles  or  sitting  upon  the  floor. 

Mr.  Forman  is  deeply  interested  in  the  thousands  of  needy  and 
suffering  contrabands  which  are  gathered  there,  as  at  every  mili- 
tary post  held  by  our  forces.  He  rode  with  us  to  their  camp, 
where  we  held  one  of  the  most  solemn  and  melting  services  it  was 
ever  my  melancholy  pleasure  to  attend.  What  can  be  done  for 
the  souls  of  these  poor  outcasts  ? 

A  Chaplain's  Convention. 

At  the  chaplain's  room  we  held  a  meeting  of  the  chaplains  of 

the  post,  nearly  all  of  whom  were  present,  fourteen  in  number* 

That  meeting  was  one  of  the  deepest  interest.     For  two  hours 

we  conversed,  sang,  and  prayed  together.    Each  man  gave  a 
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brief  statement  of  the  moral  and  religious  history,  present  con^ 
dition,  and  spiritual  wants  of  his  regiment*  It  was  like  a  real 
Colporteur  Convention. 

Those  two  hours  knit  our  hearts  together,  revived  hopes,  ' 
quickened  graces,  created  friendships,  revealed  moral  desolations 
in  the  army,  alarmed  fears,  and  inspired  new  resolutions  of  de- 
votion, toil,  prayer,  and  faith,  which  must  constitute  a  new  era  in 
the  history  of  that  army,  if  it  shall  continue  together  either  in 
camp  or  in  the  field. 

Preaohing  on  a  Eail-car. 

Arriving  at  Bolivar,  we  found  everything  was  crowded  forward 
to  Grant's  army  at  La  Orange ;  but  a  bridge  on  the  line  of  the 
railroad,  six  miles  below  Bolivar,  was  not  quite  finished.  From 
the  expectation  momentarily  of  a  despatch  by  telegraph  that  all 
was  ready,  trains  were  detained,  and  being  all  heavily  laden  with 
troops  and  munitions  of  war,  we  had  by  Sabbath  morning  acres 
of  men,  teams,  and  railroad  trains,  all  waiting  for  the  one  word^ 
"Forward/' 

Here  in  the  midst  of  these  crowds  we  extemporized  a  meeting. 
I  climbed  upon  a  loaded  platform-car  in  the  train  lying  alongside 

the  d^pdt,  and  with  Mr.  E standing  in  4he  crowd  below  me^ 

we  began  to  sing,  and  the  crowds  came  rushing  together.  What 
an  audience,  and  what  an  occasion  !  I  spoke  with  heart  and  mind 
full  of  fearful  forebodings  of  the  evil  that  awaits  us  when  our 
families  shall  hold  in  their  bosoms  a  million  of  the  sons  and 
brothers  who  shall  have  had  one  or  more  years  of  training  in  ^ 
those  dreadful  schools  of  lying,  profanity,  theft,  robbery,  plunder, 
rapine,  obscenity,  licentiousness,  gambling,  drunkenness,  and  every 
other  crime  into  which  the  unbridled  lusts  and  passions  of  men 
hurl  them,  afforded  by  desolating  armies.  After  preaching  to 
them  in  all  the  fulness  of  my  soul  for  half  an  hour,  I  gave  them 
the  salutations  of  friends  from  home,  all  of  whom  are  looking  with 
longing  eyes  for  their  return,  and  asking  with  trembling  hearts 
and  fearful  anticipations,  *' What  characters  will  they  bring,  and 
what  influence  will  they  exert  upon  our  children  and  our  homes 
when  they  return  ?" 

Moistened  eyes  and  the  warm  greetings  and  hearty  shakes  of 
the  hand  thereafter  told  beyond  mistake,  that  however  deep  these 
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men  may  have  sunk  in  depravity,  they  are  not  impervioas  to  the 
melting  influences  of  friendship  and  religion  sent  down  to  them 
from  the  homes,  churches,  and  Sabbath-schools  they  have  left 
behind.  Oh  let  Christians  and  patriots  at  home  awake  and  work 
for  their  salvation ! 

Sad  Scenes  at  Corinth. 

At  Corinth  we  were  welcomed  to  a  soldier's  quarters  and  com- 
forts by  a  truly  Christian  gentleman,  Colonel  Chetlain,  com- 
mander of  the  post.  He  gave  us  every  attention;  helping  us  to 
obtain  the  object  of  our  visit  at  the  earliest  possible  moment,  and 
with  the  least  possible  labor.  We  found  nearly  two  thousand  men 
in  the  hospitals  wounded  or  sick.  The  two  hotels  of  the  place 
were  so  crowded  with  them,  that  it  was  difficult  to  obtain  space 
enough  to  sit  down  on  the  floor.  Here,  as  everywhere,  our  visit 
was  hailed  with  delight.  The  boys  were  glad  to  see  the  face  of 
ft  friend  and  hear  from  home,  and  be  assured  that  their  names 
are  often  menticmed  around  the  firesides  they  had  left,  and  that 
messages  of  instruction  were  to  be  hereafter  furnished  them  in 
our  books  and  tracts. 

Colonel  Chetlain  rode  with  us  over  the  battle-field  of  Corinth, 
and  described  the  scenes  of  the  two  days'  strife.  We  stood  before 
Fort  Robinet  and  beside  the  grave  of  that  desperate  rebel  General 
Rogers,  where  thirty-six  of  his  brave  followers  lay  in  one  pile 
within  six  feet  of  the  ditch.  We  stood  upon  the  spots  where 
Generals  Hackleman  and  Oglesby  fell,  cheering  on  their  troops, 
in  that  deadly  conflict.  Over  fifteen  hundred  of  the  enemy  lie  in 
the  graves  to  which  they  were  committed  by  our  victorious  troops 
after  their  surviving  companions  had  fled  the  field.  Oh  the 
horrible  devastation  of  war !  May  God  speedily  bring  it  to  a 
righteous  and  perpetual  end. 

As  a  result  of  this  journey,  and  a  circular  sent  to  chaplains, 
soon  the  Western  Army  Committee  were  in  communication  with 
one  hundred  regiments,  and  were  supplying  hungering  hosts  with 
the  bread  of  life. 

Two  more  public  meetings  have  been  held  by  them  in  behalf 
of  their  work ;  three  in  all. 

Two  hundred  and  forty-seven  meetings  have  been  held  with  the 
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soldiers,  26,996  books,  8408  pamphlets,  720,806  pages  of  tracts, 
41,461  papers,  9519  Bibles  and  Testaments  have  been  dis- 
tibnted.  Two  thousand  two  hundred  and  fiftj-one  dollars  have 
been  expended  in  the  work. 


PEOBIA. 

A  camp  having  been  formed  at  this  place,  the  Association  at 
once  formed  a  committee,  and  entered  upon  the  work  of  caring 
for  the  soldiers  while  thej  were  within  reach,  and  before  they 
entered  the  war. 

They  established  prayer-meetings,  which  were  held  each  night 
in  the  different  regiments,  so  long  as  they  remained,  over  two 
months.  Eighty  such  meetings  were  held.  Qod  looked  with 
approval  on  these  efforts,  and  blessed  them,  pouring  out  His 
spirit  abundantly,  large  numbers  coming  forward  nightly  for 
prayers,  Christians  consecrating  themselves  anew  to  Christ,  prodi- 
gals  returning  to  their  Father's  house,  and  men  long  hardened 
in  sin,  anxiously  inquiring,  ^^  What  shall  I  do  to  be  saved  ?" 

A  reflex  influence  of  these  efforts  is  worthy  of  mention.  The 
daily  noon  prayer-meeting  of  the  Association,  which  had  dimi- 
nished to  an  attendance  of  fifteen,  increased  in  numbers  and  influ- 
ence, until  it  became  perhaps  the  largest  in  the  United  States, 
showing  that  still  they  that  water  shall  themselves  be  watered. 

They  expended  two  hundred  and  seventy  dollars,  and  distributed 
four  thousand  five  hundred  hymn-books,  four  thousand  Testaments, 
and  over  thirty  thousand  pages  of  tracts,  and  other  religious 
reading,  one  thousand  pamphlets,  and  five  thousand  papers. 

They  put  a  stop  to  gambling,  and  obtained  all  the  cards  from 
four  regiments.  One  pack  remaned  in  the  last  regiment,  in  the 
hands  of  an  officer,  who  had  refused  all  solicitations  to  part  with 
it.  But  when,  on  the  parting  day,  the  brethren  of  the  Associa- 
tion came  down  to  the  cars  to  say  God  bless  you,  the  Captain 
came  forward,  with  tears  in  his  eyes,  and  said,  ''  Here,  Hedley, 
I  want  to  give,  you  something.  This  is  the  last  pack  I  shall  ever 
handle,"  and  put  it  into  his  hands,  and  the  five  regiments  went 
off  with  no  cards,  and  many  newborn  Christians  among  them, 
the  fruits  of  this  labor  of  love. 

In  answer  to  the  inquiry,  '^  What  have  you  done  besides  for 
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the  soldiers?"  the  Commission  received  the  following  interesting 
answer : 

**  Our  efforts  have  been  made  almost  entirely  with  the  soldiers  in 
camp  here.  We  have  forwarded  tracts,  &c.,  to  the  chaplains  of 
several  regiments  now  in  Tennessee  and  Mississippi. 

^'  We  have  a  Ladies'  Aid  Society  in  this  place,  that  are  and 
have  been  for  the  last  year  and  a  half,  actively  engaged  in  send- 
ing supplies  to  our  sick  and  wounded  soldiers.  They  have  now 
an  agent  in  the  South,  with  a  large  amount  of  sanitary  stores, 
&c.,  for  the  wounded  in  the  last  two  battles. 

"  Our  Association  intend  sending,  in  a  few  weeks,  a  suitable 
person  to  labor  as  a  travelling  chaplain  among  our  soldiers,  point- 
ing them  to  Jesus,  and  endeavoring  to  persuade  them  to  take 
Him  as  their  friend. 

'*  The  writer  holds  a  commission  from  your  Association,  and 
will  have  occasion  to  use  it  in  a  short  time. 

"  Yours,  truly, 

"William  Reynolds, 

"President  Y.  M.  C.  A.  of  Peoria." 

THE  ABHT  COMMITTEE  OF  LOUISVILLE,  KEHTUCKT, 

Has  labored  under  many  embarrassments,  but  has  persevered 
.  in  the  good  work,  and  is  now  in  a  condition  to  exert  a  wide  influ- 
ence. They  need  much  aid  to  enable  them  to  supply  the  fifteen 
or  twenty  thousand  soldiers  around  them,  who  are  all  looking  to 
them  for  religious  reading  and  instruction.  They  have  had 
thirty-two  men  engaged  in  the  work,  besides  many  ladies  who 
have  assisted.  They  have  held  meetings  for  preaching  each  Sab- 
bath in  all  the  hospitals,  and  also  meetings  for  preaching  and 
prayer  in  the  camps  around  the  city.  They  have  distributed  two 
thousand  books,  three  thousand  five  hundred  papers,  fifteen  hun- 
dred pamphlets,  and  one  hundred  and  ten  thousand  pages  of 
tracts. 

The  Commission  have  given  them  all  the  aid  the  treasury 
would  permit,  and  will  gladly  do  more,  if  the  means  are  fur- 
nished. Testaments  distributed  through  Mr.  Buckley,  estimated 
at  ten  thousand. 
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COMMEHDATIONS  FBOH  DISTIVOTTISHED  HEN. 
From  President  Iiincoln. 

•'  ExBOUTiYE  Mahbion,  Washingtow, 
D«o«mber  12tb,  1861. 

"  My  DEAR  Sir  : 

"Your  letter  of  the  11th  inst.,  and  accompanying  plan,  both 
of  which  are  returned  as  a  convenient  mode  of  connecting  this 
with  them,  have  just  been  received.  Your  Christian  and  benevo- 
lent undertaking  for  the  benefit  of  the  soldiers,  is  too  obviously 
proper  and  praiseworthy  to  admit  any  difference  of  opinion.  I 
sincerely  hope  your  plan  may  be  as  successful  in  execution  as  it 
is  just  and  generous  in  conception. 

"  Your  obedient  servant, 

"  A.  Lincoln. 
"George  H.  Stuart,  Esq., 

«  "  Chairman  U.  S.  Christian  Commission,  Philadelphia,  Pa." 

From  the  Same. 

**  Exbcutivb  Maksioit,  Washingtov, 
February  22d,  1863. 

"  Rev.  Alexander  Read. 

"My  dear  Sir:  Your  note  by  which  you,  as  General  Super- 
intendent of  the  United  States  Christian  Commission,  invite  me 
to  preside  at  a  meeting  to  be  held  this  day  at  the  Hall  of  the 
House  of  Represeptatives  in  this  city  is  received. 

"  While,  for  reasons  which  I  deem  su£Scient,  I  must  decline  to 
preside,  I  cannot  withhold  my  approval  of  the  meeting,  and  its 
worthy  objects.  Whatever  shall  be  sincerely  and  in  God's  name, 
devised  for  the  good  of  the  soldier  and  seaman,  in  their  hard 
spheres  of  duty,  can  scarcely  fail  to  be  blessed ;  and  whatever 
shall  tend  to  turn  our  thoughts  from  the  unreasoning  and  un- 
charitable passions,  prejudices,  and  jealousies  incident  to  a  great 
national  trouble  such  as  ours,  and  to  fix  them  upon  the  vast  and 
long-endqring  consequences,  for  weal  or  for  woe,  which  are  to 
result  from  the  struggle ;  and  especially  to  strengthen  our  re- 
liance on  the  Supreme  Being  for  the  final  triumph  of  the  right, 
cannot  but  be  well  for  us  all. 

"The  birthday  of  Washington  and  the  Christian  Sabbath  coin- 
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ciding  this  year,  and  suggesting  together  the  brightest  interests 
of  this  life  and  of  that  to  come,  b  most  propitious  for  the  meeting 
proposed. 

"  Your  obedient  servant, 

"A.  Lincoln." 

From  Secretary  Cameron. 

'<Wab  Dbpabtmbnt,  December  13th,  1861. 

"Sir:  < 

"  This  Department  approves  the  object  of  the  United  States 
Christian  Commission,  as  set  forth  in  the  circular  announcing 
their  appointment  by  a  convention  of  the  delegates  of  the  Young 
Men's  Christian  Associations,  held  in  the  city  of  New  York,  No- 
vember 14th  and  15th,  1861. 

"  This  Department  is  deeply  interested  in  the  ^  spiritual  good 
of  the  soldiers  in  our  army,'  as  well  as  in  their  *'  intellectual  im- 
provement, and  social  and  physical  comfort,'  and  will  cheerfully 
give  its  aid  to  the  benevolent  and  patriotic  of  the  land,  who  desire 
to  improve  the  condition  of  our  troops. 

"  It  confidently  looks  for  beneficial  results  from  so  noble  an 
enterprise,  and  begs  you  to  express  to  the  Commission  its  sincere 
wish  for  the  success  of  this  great  work  in  behalf  of  the  soldier. 
"  Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

"  Simon  Cameron, 

"Secretary  of  War. 

"  George  H.  Stuart,  Esq., 

'<  Chairman  U.  S.  Christian  Commission,  PhUadelphla,  Pa.'* 

Memorandum  from  Secretary  Stanton. 

"  War  DbpJlbticbnt,  Wasbihotoh,  Jannary  24th,  1803. 

^^  Bishop  Janes  is  authorized  to  state,  that  he  has  received 
assurance  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  that  every  facility  consis- 
tent with  the  exigencies  of  the  service,  will  be  afforded  to  the 
Christian  Commission,  for  the  performance  of  their  religious  and 
benevolent  purposes  in  the  armies  of  the  United  States,  and  in 
the  forts,  garrisons,  and  camps,  and  military  posts." 
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^  From  the  Secretary  of  the  Vavy. 

'<Natt  Bbpabtmbrt,  Beoember  16ih,  1861. 

"Sir: 

^«  I  have  receiyed  your  letter  of  the  11th  instant,  asking  an 
expression  of  the  Department  as  to  the  objects  of  the  United 
States  Christian  Commission,  to  promote  the  welfare  of  the  sol- 
diers, sailors,  marines,  &c. 

^^  The  Department  will  be  gratified  with  any  legitimate  means 

to  promote  the  welfare  (present  and  future)  of  all  who  are  in  the 

service. 

"  I  am,  very  respectfully, 

"  Your  obedient  servant, 

"  GiDBON  Wbllbs. 
**  Mr.  Georgb  H.  Stuart, 

«  Cbairman  United  SUtes  Obrisiiui  Comminion,  Philaddphia.'' 

From  the  Postmaster-OeneraL 

**  Washihgton,  JtLDJULrj  5Ui,  ]863. 

<^ Dear  Sir: 

^*  The  Christian  Commission,  of  which  you  are  Chairman,  have 
in  hand  a  noble  work,  and  are  performing  it,  I  am  well  assured, 
as  only  a  labor  of  love  can  be  performed. 

,  "  Yours,  respectfully, 

"  M.  Blair. 
**  To  George  H.  Stuart,  Esq., 

«<  Chjtinnftn  UniUd  SUtei  Chriaium  OommiBtioo,  Philadelphia. " 

'  From  General  HoClellan. 

"  Hbidquartbbs  Abmt  of  thb  Potomac, 
Wasbinqtoh,  Janiuury  8th,  1862. 

"  George  H.  Stuart,  Esq.,  Philadelphia. 

*^Dbar  Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  letter,  informing  me  of  the  appointment,  by  the  Convention 
of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations,  of  a  Commission  to 
take  active  measures  to  promote  the  spiritual  and  temporal  welfare 
of  our  soldiers  and  sailors. 

^^  The  objects  of  the  Commission  are  such  as  meet  my  cordial 
approval,  and  will,  if  carried  out  in  the  proper  spirit,  prove  of 
great  value. 

"  Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

"George  B.  McClbllan." 
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From  Kigor-Ctoneral  Joseph  Hooker. 

**  Hkadquabtkbs  Armt  or  the  Potomac, 
Camp  mkab  Falmouth,  Va.,  Febraary  21ft,  1M3. 

"  George  H.  Stuart,  Esq., 

**  Ohainnan  Christian  CommissioD,  Philadelphia. 

^^  Sir  :  The  commanding  General  directs  me  to  acknowledge 
your  communication  of  the  16th  inst.,  and  state  in  reply  that  the 
only  gentleman  from  your  Commission  who  has  presented  himself 
at  these  Headquarters  has  received  all  the  necessary  passes  and 
transportation  he  required,  and  had  every  facility  afforded  him  for 
the  accomplishment  of  his  praiseworthy  mission. 

"  Be  assured  that  all  others  shall  receive  the  same,  and  every 
attention  at  his  hands,  that  the  exigencies  of  the  service  will 
permit. 

"  He  suggests,  however,  that  under  existing  orders,  those 
gentlemen  of  your  Commission  desirous  of  visiting  the  army, 
should  procure  their  passes  and  transportation  from  the  proper 
authorities  in  Washington  before  leaving  there. 

"  Thanking  you  for  the  kind  expression  of  your  regard  for, 
and  confidence  in  our  beloved  Chief, 

"  I  am,  Sir,  very  respectfully, 

"  Your  obedient  servant, 

"J.  Dickinson, 

''Lieat.  Col.  and  Asst.  Adjt. -General.'' 

From  Admiral  Foote. 

^'BuBBAU  or  Equipment  and  Rbcbuiting, 

Washington,  D.  C,  January  28tb,  1863. 

"My  dear  Sir: 

^^  It  is  with  extreme  regret  that  I  am  compelled,  from  a  heavy 
pressure  of  public  business,  to  decline  your  kind  invitation  to  be 
present,  and  participate  in  the  exercises  at  the  meeting  of  the 
Christian  Commission  on  Thursday  evening.  The  object  and 
importance  of  your  Commission  cannot  be  over-estimated.  It 
will  supply  a  hiatus  long  wanting  in  the  army  and  navy,  and  must 
enlist  the  sympathies  and  prayers  of  all  true  Christian  patriots. 
To  supply  the  spiritual  wants  of  the  public  service  on  the  battle- 
field, and  upon  the  ocean,  and  to  lead  our  warriors  to  go  forward 
valiantly  to  the  fight,  acknowledging  Qod  as  our  Ruler,  and 
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looking  to  Him  for  snccees,  will,  I  have  no  doubt,  soon  cause  this 
wicked  rebellion  to  culminate  in  the  restoration  of  our  Union. 
"  I  am,  very  respectfully, 

"  Your  obedient  servant, 

"A.  H.  FooTB. 
"  George  H.  Stuart,  E^q., 

"Chairman  of  Christian  CommiMion,  Philadelphia.'' 

From  the  Surgeon-CkneraL 

••Suroboh-Gbhkbal'b  Office,  Washikotok,  D.  C, 
Noyemb«r  22d,  1862. 

**Dbar  Sir: 

"  I  have  received  your  letter  with  much  satisfaction.  I  shall 
always  be  ready  to  aid  the  United  States  Christian  Commission 
iD  any  way  that  may  be  in  my  power. 

"  Yours,  sincerely, 

"W.  A.  Hammond. 
"  George  H.  Stuart,  Esq., 

I  '*  Chairman  United  States  Christian  Commission,  Philadelphia." 

From  Bishop  Mcllvaine. 

''CiNCiHiiATi,  January  21st,  1863. 

"My  dear  Sir: 

"  I  have  received  to-day  the  invitation  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Christian  Commission  for  the  Army,  to  address  a  meeting  of  the 
Commission,  to  be  held  in  Philadelphia  on  the  29th  inst.  The 
letter  having  been  sent  to  Gambler,  where  I  do  not  reside,  has 
taken  all  the  while,  between  its  date  (the  12th)  and  this  day,  to 
reach  me.  I  look  upon  the  Commission  as  of  immense  import* 
ance,  and  rejoice  in  its  usefulness,  and  would  have  great  pleasure 
in  attending  its  meetings ;  but  I  am  at  present  unable  to  leave 
my  house,  and  have  no  reason  to  expect  to  be  well  enough  to  do 
so  in  time  for  the  meeting,  should  other  circumstances  favor  my 
going  on  before  the  29th. 

"  I  remain,  dear  Sir, 

"  Yours  very  truly, 

**Charlbs  p.  McIlvainb." 
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FACILITIES  FEOM  THE  GOVEEVHENT. 

The  foregoing  letters  abundantly  evince  the  goodwill  of  the 
Government.  The  memorandum  of  the  Secretary  of  "War,  and 
the  letters  of  General  Hooker  and  Surgeon- General  Hammond, 
assure  the  Commission  and  its  friends,  that  all  proper  facilities 
will  be  afforded  by  the  authorities  for  benefiting  the  army. 

The  following  letter  and  telegram  of 

Bear  Admiral  Foote,  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Equipment  and 
Kecruiting, 

give  the  like  assurance  concerning  the  Navy : 

<'fiUBBA.U  OF  EqUIPMBNT  AHD   ReCRUITIKO, 

Washihqtoh,  February  16th,  1863. 

"Admiral: 

"This  Bureau  has  been  charged  with  the  duty  of  attending  to 
the  requisitions  of  the  Christian  Commission  of  the  Army  and 
Navy,  so  far  as  the  Navy  is  concerned.  It  is  the  wish  of  the  De- 
partment to  have  forwarded  moral  and  religious  works,  with 
hospital  delicacies,  &c.,  to  the  different  squadrons,  in  vessels  bound 
to  these  squadrons. 

"  You  will  please,  therefore,  have  the  beneficent  object  of  the 
Christian  Commission  in  view,  and  afford  it  every  possible  reason- 
able accommodation  consistent  with  the  public  interest,  and  for- 
ward such  articles  as  it  wishes  for  the  temporal  and  spiritual 
welfare  of  those  engaged  in  the  naval  service. 

"  Please  refer  to  the  Bureau  applications  for  passage,  which 
must  be  made  and  indorsed  by  some  one  in  connection  with  the 
Association. 

"The  oflScers  of  the  Society  are  gentlemen  of  the  highest 
standing  in  New  York. 

"Respectfully,  &c., 

"A.  H.  POOTB, 

"  Chief  of  Bareav. 

"  Rear  Admiral  Hiram  Paulding,  . 

•*  Commandant  Nayy  Yard,  New  York." 


AmiY  AND  NAYT  WORE  AND  INCIDBNTS.  Ill 

*<fiimEAtr  OF  Equipment  ahd  Recbttitiho, 
WAiHiReTON,  Febraary  13th,  18^8. 

<(  Admiral: 

"  The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  has  assigned  this  Bureau  the  duty 
of  forwarding  hospital  delicacies,  religious  and  moral  works,  as 
well  as  now  and  then  a  delegate, — all  from  the  Christian  Com- 
mission to  the  different  squadrons. 

^'You  will  please,  therefore,  give  a  passage  in  the  first  store 
vessel,  to  Reverend  James  Gubby  and  George  P.  Drown,  dele- 
gates to  Port  Royal.  Also  such  stores  and  books,  as  can  be  sent 
in  the  vessel  without  detriment  to  the  public  service. 

"  Very  respectfully, 

"A.  H.  FooTB, 

"Chief  of  Bureau. 

'^Rbab  Admiral  Hiram  Paulding, 

'•  CommADdant  Navy  Tard,  New  York." 

STTPPLT  OF  THE  SACBED  SCKIPTXTBES. 

One  of  the  remarkable  providences  of  God  for  the  great 
national  crisis  through  which  we  are  passing,  is  the  abundant 
supply  of  His  word.  The  superabundant  crops  of  the  cereals, 
flooding  the  loyal  States  with  brendstuffs  for  export  as  well  as 
consumption,  is  not  more  extraordinary  than  the  abundance  of 
means  vouchsafed  the  American  Bible  Society,  at  a  time  when 
unbelief  anticipated  the  cessation,  or  at  least  great  diminution  of 
liberality  in  sustaining  institutions  of  the  kind. 

The  following  letter  from 

Sev.  Br.  Taylor,  one  of  the  Corresponding  Seoretaries  of  the 
American  Bible  Society, 

shows  that  the  gentlemen  who  administer  its  affairs,  clearly 
<< discern  the  times,"  and  are  equal  to  the  providential  demand 
and  supply : 

**  AvBxuoAH  Bible  Socibtt,  Biblb  Hovbb,  Astob  Plaob, 
Nbw  Tobk,  Februarj  10th,  1863. 

"Georgb  H.  Stuart,  Esq., 

"Chairman  of  the  United  States  Ohriftian  CommiBsion. 

^^  My  deab  Sib  :  The  Board  of  Managers  of  the  American 
Bible  Society,  at  their  last  monthly  meeting,  held  February  5th, 
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adopted  liberal  measures  for  the  full  and  continued  supply  of  the 
army  and  navy  with  the  Scriptures,  with  as  little  delay  as  may 
be  necessary.  Among  other  agencies  for  accomplishing  this  great 
work,  we  desire  and  respectfully  solicit  the  e£Scient  services  of 
the  Christian  Commission  and  its  branches.  Our  correspondence 
and  experience  of  the  invaluable  aid  of  your  organization,  with 
its  great  facilities  of  transportation,  and  its  ready  access  to  the 
whole  military  and  naval  forces  of  the  Government,  and  the 
direct  personal  nature  of  its  ministry  to  the  bodies  and  souls  of 
our  brave  defenders,  have  begotten  a  degree  of  confidence  in  its 
faithfulness  as  a  great  distributing  agency  for  our  Society,  which 
induces  us  to  request  your  continued  and  enlarged  co-operation. 
It  surely  affords  reason  for  gratitude  in  these  dark  days,  that 
Providence  has  raised  up,  and  prepared  our  own  and  kindred  in- 
stitutions, whose  united  efforts  are  doing  such  unspeakable  good 
to  the  men  who  fight  our  battles,  and  even  to  our  enemies,  when- 
ever occasions  offer.  To  God  in  Christ  be  all  the  glory,  and 
from  Him  let  us  seek  mercy  and  grace  for  our  time  of  need. 

"  The  plan  of  our  Board  of  Managers  provides  for  large  grants 
of  the  New  Testament,  and  other  Scriptures,  in  whole  or  in  part, 
which  the  Committee  on  Distribution  are  authorized  to  send  out, 
as  they  may  from  time  to  time  be  requested :  due  report  being 
made  monthly  to  the  Managers.  Thus,  the  scheme  specifies 
ample  grants  to  the  following  auxiliaries  and  agencies  at  central 
points : 

"  To  the  Washington  City  Bible  Society,  for  the  army  in  Vir- 
ginia, hospitals,  camps,  prisons,  &c.,  within  their  range. 

"  To  the  Depository  at  St.  Louis,  for  the  use  of  the  Christian 
Commission,  and  for  distribution  from  that  point. 

^'  To  the  Louisville  Bible  Society,  to  be  distributed  under  the 
supervision  of  Mr.  William  H.  Bulkley,  and  from  that  point  down 
into  Tennessee,  Mississippi,  and  Alabama. 

*^  To  the  Maryland  Bible  Society,  for  distribution  in  the  army, 
hospitals,  forts,  ships  of  war,  in  and  about  Baltimore,  at  Fortress 
Monroe,  and  in  adjacent  parts  of  Yirgiqia,  and  among  the  popu- 
lation of  Virginia. 

^^To  the  New  York  Branch  of  the  Christian  Commission,  for 
distribution  in  the  army  and  navy,  hospitals,  and  general  popula- 
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tioD,  at  Newbern,  North  Carolina,  and  in  parts  adjacent ;  also  at 
Beaufort,  South  Carolina,  and  other  parts  of  that  State. 

''  To  New  Orleans,  as  a  centre  for  distribution  in  the  same 
manner,  under  superintendence  of  a  special  agent,  to  be  ap- 
pointed, who.  shall  act,  as  far  as  practicable,  in  unison  with  the 
Southwestern  Bible  Society,  the  Christian  Commission,  and  others. 

''At  all  the  localities  named  above,  we  shall  be  glad  to  secure 
the  aid  of  the  Christian  Commission  in  co-operation  with  our 
auxiliaries  and  agents,  and  where  this  is  not  practicable,  by  its 
own  delegates  acting  as  formerly,  with  and  for  us,  among  distant 
regiments  and  on  the  field  of  battle,  or  wherever  the  work  and 
the  men  are  ready. 

"  My  dear  brother  and  friend,  every  day  adds  new  testimonies 
to  the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  to  the  good  providence  of 
God,  in  the  grand  development  of  these  combined  labors  of 
philanthropic  and  Christian  usefulness.  These  are  the  bright 
and  cheering  aspects  of  the  conflict,  which,  whatever  its  imme^ 
diate  issues  may  be,  will  in  the  end  advance  the  glory  of  God 
in  'the  kingdom  and  patience  of  Jesus  Christ.'  For  God  and  our 
country  let  us  move  forward,  as  did  the  primitive  Christians  in 
times  of  war,  pestilence,  and  famine,  true  to  the  faith  of  the  glori- 
ous Cross,  and  true  to  all  the  great  interests  which  we  hold,  in 
trust  for  a  perishing  world. 

"  I  am  yours  most  sincerely, 

"William  J.  R.  Taylor, 

"  Correaponding  Secretary  A.  B.  S.** 

A  BBIEF  BEVIEW  OF  THE  FAST. 

Hitherto  hath  the  Lord  helped  us.  Our  progress  has  been 
amazing.  An  immense  work  has  grown  up  within  a  few  months. 
All  expenses  have  been  met.  No  debt  has  been  incurred.  More 
than  a  hundred  pages  are  required  for  the  most  condensed 
report  of  the  work  and  its  incidents  as  given,  whilst  a  great  deal 
more  has  been  reluctantly  withheld  for  fear  of  enlargement  be- 
yond the  limits  of  prudence  for  gratuitous  circulation.  The 
parable  of  the  mustard  seed  has  been  signally  exemplified ;  the 
least  of  all  seeds,  buried  from  the  time  of  organization  in  November, 
1861,  until  the  Peninsular  campaign  in  1862,  when  it  germinated, 
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has  now,  early  in  1863,  grown  to  be  a  great  tree,  filling  the 
nation  with  benign  influence.  No  arithmetic  can  compute  its 
value.  It  cannot  be  weighed  in  money-scales  nor  estimated  by 
dollars  and  cents. 

The  Christian  sentiment  of  the  loyal  States  has  been  elicited 
to  sustain  the  Government  and  to  relieve  and  benefit  our  brave 
men  of  the  army  and  navy.  The  Government  has  been  called 
on  to  confess  and  express  its  dependence  upon  God  for  support, 
and  to  manifest  deep  interest  for  the  moral  and  religious  welfare 
of  our  gallant  defenders.  The  Home  and  the  Church  have  been 
brought  to  the  men  in  the  field,  and  cheering,  consoling  intelli- 
gence from  the  men  in  the  field  to  the  home  and  the  Church. 
Thousands  of  lives  have  been  saved  to  the  country  and  to  loving 
home  circles.  Thousands  have  been  led  to  the  Savior,  and  hun- 
dreds of  thousands  comforted,  instructed,  and  cheered  in  the  hour 
of  agony,  despondency,  or  death. 

These  grand  benefits  have  been  gained  at  a  cost  in  money  col- 
lected and  disbursed  as  amazingly  small  as  the  benefits  are  large. 
The  glory  of  the  work  is  its  exemplification  on  a  grand  scale  of 
true  and  noble  Christian  benevolence,  and  that  glory  is  God's. 
It  is  God  alone  who,  by  His  providence  and  spirit,  has  called  out 
the  hundreds  of  noble  men  to  give  time,  talent,  and  toil  for 
nothing,  and  induced  facilities  from  Government,  railroad  com- 
panies, and  telegraph  lines,  and  the  bestowment  of  stores  by  the 
people,  which,  if  all  were  computed  at  current  values,  might  reach 
a  quarter  or  even  half  a  million  of  dollars,  while  in  all,  as  shown 
by  the  summary  appended,  less  than  fifty  thousand  dollars  in 
money  has  been  actually  collected  and  disbursed  for  both  home 
work  and  work  at  the  seat  of  war^  and  it  is  God  alone  who  has 
made  the  occasions  and  opened  the  hearts  of  the  many  thousands 
to  receive  the  benefits  bestowed.  To  Him  be  glory,  world  with- 
out end. 

A  BRIEF  OLAirCE  AT  THE  FITTirBK 

The  work  opening  before  us  is  so  immense  as  to  require  a 
strong  faith  in  Him  who  has  led  us  and  sustained  us  hitherto  to 
embolden  us  to  hope  for  its  accomplishment.  The  following 
papers,  published  whilst  this  Report  has  been  in  press,  will  un- 
fold the  enlarged  plans  upon  which  we  are  entering : 
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"Volnnteer  Chaplains  for  the  Army. 

"The  plan  given  below,  having  been  submitted  to  the  Executive 
Committee  of  the  United  States  Christian  Commission,  was  most 
cordially  approved  and  adopted. 

"Responses  from  pastors  and  others  may  be  made  either  to  the 
New  York  Committee,  at  No.  30  Bible  House,  New  York,  or  to 
the  United  States  Christian  Commission,  13  Bank  Street,  Phila- 
delphia. 

"  By  order  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

"George  H.  Stuart, 

Chairman. 

"  W.  E.  Boardman, 

Secretary. 

"  One  of  the  most  gallant  and  devout  of  our  Major-Generals  de- 
clared publicly  in  the  Representatives'  Hall,  on  Washington's 
birthnight,  that  the  chaplaincy  system  of  the  army  had  proved 
a  failure.  His  own  division  of  fifteen  regiments-^one  of  the  best 
in  the  service — had  now  but  two  chaplains  remaining.  We  sup- 
pose the  facts  to  be  substantially  these : 

"  1.  A  considerable  proportion  of  army  chaplains  are  among  the 
most  excellent  and  self-denying  men  in  the  ministry. 

^'2.  Many  regiments  entered  and  have  continued  in  the  service 
without  a  chaplain,  and  many  others  are  now  destitute  on  account 
of  the  resignation,  sickness,  or  incompetency  of  those  appointed, 
and  with  no  prospect  of  supplying  the  vacancies. 

'*  3.  The  law  under  which  chaplains  are  appointed  defines  no 
position,  gives  no  protection,  and  prescribes  no  duties ;  so  that 
the  best  men  are  liable  to  discouragement  under  unfavorable  local 
influences ;  and  the  religious  interests  of  the  army  must  be  im- 
perfectly provided  for  until  the  law  is  modified. 

"4.  Owing  to  a  variety  of  causes,  not  a  few  unworthy  incum- 
bents of  this  most  important  office  are  still  in  commission. 

"  The  Government  cannot  be  held  responsible  for  this  state  of 
facts,  or  remedy  its  evils;  nor  is  it  practicable  for  regiments  in 
the  field  to  supply  their  lack  of  competent  spiritual  guides,  if  so 
disposed.  The  Christianity  of  the  country  owes  it  to  the  great 
Head  of  the  Church,  to  itself,  and  to  a  noble  army,  to  meet  the 
emergency,  and  to  meet  it  Kow. 
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"  The  New  York  Committee  of  the  United  States  Christian 
Commission  propose  the  following  plan,  earnestly  requesting  its 
immediate  consideration  by  clerical  bodies,  pastors^  and  churches, 
and  respectfully  urging  the  promptest  action : 

"  1.  The  voluntary  enlistment  of  at  least  one  minister  of  the 
Gospel,  of  talent,  position,  and  approved  adaptation  to  this  special 
service,  for  each  brigade  of  the  army — say  three  hundred  in  all — 
during  a  period  of  two  or  three  months  each.  Every  city  or 
large  town  can  spare  one  pastor  at  least,  and  the  best  one^  for 
this  noble  work ;  his  pulpit  being  supplied  by  his  ministerial 
brethren  of  the  same  or  of  different  denominations  in  rotation,  or 
otherwise.  Each  considerable  ecclesiastical  body  can  thus  detail 
a  representative  for  the  army. 

"  2.  Each  volunteer  chaplain  may  be  accompanied  by  a  layman 
from  his  own  or  a  neighboring  congregation,  under  appointment 
as  a  delegate  of  the  Christian  Commission,  who  shall  aid  in  the 
distribution  of  the  Scriptures,  tracts,  newspapers,  and  camp  and 
hospital  stores,  and  in  holding  meetings,  or  visiting  the  sick  and 
wounded. 

"  8.  The  service  thus  proposed  should  be  gratuitous ;  but  the 
Christian  Commission  will  defray  all  expenses  of  pastor  and  dele- 
gate going  to,,  returning  from,  and  while  on  the  field,  and  furnish 
all  needed  publications,  stores,  and  other  means  of  usefulness. 
On  this  system : 

"  The  army  would  have  a  demonstration  of  the  benevolence  of 
the  Gospel,  and  of  its  ambassadors.  The  very  presence  of  a 
reputable,  experienced  preacher  of  Christ  in  the  camp,  on  the 
one  errand  of  salvation,  with  no  earthly  reward,  would  be  a  living 
sermon.  Able  and  earnest  appeals  to  the  consciences  of  officers 
and  men,  sobered  by  the  exposures  and  disappointments  of  war, 
from  esteemed  pastors  whose  congregations  have  lent  them  for 
this  mission  of  Christian  charity,  and  whose  motives  to  effort 
could  not  be  questioned,  must  have  great  power.  It  would  infuse 
new  animation  into  the  army.  There  is  reason  to  believe  that 
such  labors  would  be  universally  welcomed  by  officers  and  soldiers. 

"  The  pastors  and  churches  might  expect  a  blessing  on  their 
joint  self-denial. 

^'  The  country  needs  the  example  of  Christian  patriotism  and 
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devotion  to  so  grand  a  spiritual  object,  as  a  counterpoise  to  the 
selfishness  and  spirit  of  faction  so  unhappily  prevalent. 

"  T^e  Ohristianitf/  of  the  country  needs  for  its  own  invigoration 
and  revival,  such  a  demonstration  of  unselfish  vigor  as  would  be 
afforded  by  the  simultaneous  devotion  of  three  hundred  of  its 
ablest  preachers  to  the  Volunteer  Chaplaincy  Service,  among  half 
a  million  of  needy,  waiting,  dying  souls. 

"  William  E.  Dodgb, 

Chairman. 
"30  BiBLB  HousB,  New  York,  March  8,  1S63." 

Explanatory  Note. 

It  is  not  the  design  of  the  Commission  to  supersede  the  Go- 
vernment army  and  hospital  chaplaincy  systems,  by  this  plan 
of  voluntary  chaplains,  but  to  aid  all  faithful  Government  chap- 
lains, the  same  as  in  the  past,  in  their  arduous  responsibilities,  by 
such  personal  assistance  as  they  may  desire,  and  our  delegates  may 
be  able  to  render,  and  by  a  more  generous  and  general  supply  of 
religious  reading  matter  for  distribution  to  their  men  ;  but  more 
especially  to  supply,  by  voluntary  service,  the  many  thousands  of 
oar  soldiers  who  have  no  Government  chaplains  to  serve  them, 
and  thus  to  meet  a  great  and  terrible  want  in  the  army. 

Much  less  is  it  intended  by  the  statements  made  to  disparage 
the  usefulness  or  detract  from  the  honor  of  faithful  chaplains. 
They  are  worthy  of  all  praise.  Tried  by  discouragements  under 
which  many  have  fainted,  they  have  endured  hardships  through 
summer's  heat  and  wiirter's  cold,  from  which  many  have  fallen, 
and  what  is  harder  than  all,  they  have  borne  reproaches,  drawn 
upon  them  by  unworthy  men  bearing  the  name,  and  malign  mis- 
representations from  vile  lips  and  pens,  and  through  all  have 
done  nobly  for  their  men,  their  country,  and  God. 

"APPEAL  FOR  HELP, 

''  The  United  States  Christian  Commission,  under  full  sanction  of  the 
President,  the  Secretaries  of  War  and  of  the  Navy,  the  Generals  com- 
manding the  armies  of  the  Union,  and  the  Admirals  commanding  its 
squadrons,  is  prepared  to  minister,  by  its  own  volunteer,  unpaid  dele- 
gates,— Christian  gentlemen  of  the  highest  respectability, — to  the  wants, 
religious  and  temporal,  of  every  man,  on  land  and  on  sea,  wearing  the 
national  uniform. 
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''  Its  plan  is  to  have  at  least  one  minister  and  one  laj  delegate  in  each 
brigade  of  the  army  and  each  squadron  of  the  navy,  to  preach  the  Gk>s- 
pel,  hold  prayer-meetings,  relieve  the  sick  and  wounded,  instruct  and 
console  the  dying,  write  to  their  friends  at  home,  receive  and  distribute 
the  Scriptures,  books,  papers,  and  tracts,  with  clothing  and  comforts, 
and  accompany  all  with  words  of  cheer  to  the  men  from  home,  and  with 
prayer  to  God  for  His  blessing  upon  them. 

*'  Three  hundred  and  seventy-four  men  have  already  enlisted  as  dele- 
gates, many  of  whom  are  still  in  the  field  and  at  work,  whilst  others, 
as  minute  men,  hold  themselves  ready  in  case  of  a  battle,  at  a  moment's 
warning,  to  strap  on  blanket  and  haversack,  take  the  express  train^  and 
go  forth  to  minister  to  the  wounded  and  dying. 

'^  Thus,  by  the  hands  of  its  own  self-sacrificing,  respectable,  responsible 
delegates,  the  Commission  places  whatever  is  committed  to  it  in  the 
hands  of  the  very  men  for  whom  it  is  contributed  in  the  most  direct, 
speedy,  and  certain  manner,  enhanced  by  kind  words  and  deeds  from 
those  who  make  the  distribution. 

*^  Nearly  every  office  and  store-room  of  the  Commission  is  given  rent 
free  for  its  use ;  nearly  every  employ6  gives  his  services  without  salary  ; 
all  railroads  afford  their  facilities  either  free  or  at  hllr  price ;  over  the 
wi^s  of  twenty-five  thousand  miles  telegraph  comjSanies  transmit  de- 
spatches to  and  from  the  Commission  without  charge ;  and  the  GU)vem- 
ment  gives  free  transportation  over  all  its  lines. 

<'  Thus  the  money  contributed  to  the  Christian  Commission  goes 
directly,  in  publications  and  stores,  to  the  relief  and  benefit  of  the  noble 
men  of  our  army  and  navy,  with  no  material  diminution  for  salaries, 
rents,  freights,  or  expenses. 

<<  Of  the  three  thousand  nine  hundred  and  fiixty-six  boxes  and  barrels 
of  stores,  worth  $153,000,  contributed  up  to  this  date,  scarcely  one  has 
failed  of  reaching  the  very  men  designed  to  be  benefited  by  them,  and 
that  by  the  hands  of  delegates  who,  with  full  sanction  of  the  authorities, 
have  yet  represented  the  h^{|Bt^  of  the  men  and  commended  the  Savior 
to  them.  And  the  $52,000  in  money  bestowed  on  the  Commission 
has  accomplished  a  work  which  could  not  have  been  done  for  ten  times 
the  amount  if  all  employ^  had  been  salaried  and  all  facilities  paid  for, — 
a  work,  indeed,  which  pay,  however  large,  could  not  have  secured. 

'^  The  Christian  Commission  regards  our  brave  defenders  as  meUf  having 
both  bodies  and  souls,  and  aims  to  minister  to  their  wants,  both  tem- 
poral and  spiritual.  Bodily  relief  to  suffering  men  is  important  and 
imperative ;  without  it,  religious  admonitions  are  in  vain  and  a  mockery. 
Therefore,  the  Commission  receives  and  distributes  clothing  and  com- 
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forte,  and  sends  relief  to  the  sick,  wounded,  and  destitute,  by  every  one 
of  its  delegates. 

"  Religious  instruction  and  consolation  are  more  priceless  still,  and  the 
Commission,  while  meeting  bodily  wants,  does  not  forget  that  God  made 
men  living  souls  to  live  by  His  own  precious  Word,  and  that  Uhere  is 
none  other  name  given  under  heaven  amongst  men  whereby  we  can  be 
saved'  but  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  therefore  sends  as 
del^ates  only  such  men  as  love  the  Savior  and  His  Word,  and  delight 
to  point  others  to  the  Lamb  of  God. 

"  For  economy,  directness,  comprehensiveness  of  aim,  and  certainty  of 
execution,  no  other  agency  since  the  days  of  the  Apostles  excels  this, 
and  as  a  field  the  world  never  presented  one  of  greater  interest  or 
promise. 

<'  What  a  call  upon  all  who  believe  in  the  Lord  for  help !  A  million 
of  men,  breasting  the  tide  of  rebellion,  suffering  the  los«  of  home  and 
home  influences,  and  of  all  religious  privileges,  subject  to  the  perils, 
calamities,  and  vicissitudes  of  camp  and  battle-field,  exposed  to  the  in- 
clemency of  winter,  appealing  to  us  for  help ! 

"  From  every  division  and  squadron  comes  the  cry  for  delegates, 
dothing,  comforts,  and,  louder  than  all,  for  the  Word  of  God  and  reli- 
gious reading  matter. 

"Then,  too,  great  movements  and  battles  are  at  hand.  Thousands  will 
fitill.  And  now  is  the  time  for  renewed,  generous,  intense  effort ;  for 
*the  night  cometh'  speedily  to  many  of  our  brave  defenders,  when, 
alas,  help  will  be  too  late  for  them. 

"  For  further  information,  directions,  and  documents,  address  the  Eev. 
W.  £.  Boardman,  Secretary,  No.  13  Bank  Street,  Philadelphia. 

"  All  stores  should  be  addressed  to  George  H.  Stuart,  Chairman,  No. 
13  Bank  Street,  Philadelphia ;  and  money  be  sent  to  Joseph  Patterson, 
Western  Bank,  Philadelphia. 

*'RoLLiR  H.  Nkalb,  Boston.  Johm  P.  Grozbr,  Phihidelphia. 

Cbarlks  Demohd,  Boiton.  Jay  Cookb,  Philadelphia. 

E.  8.  Janks,  New  York.  M.  L.  R.  P.  Thompsoit,  Cinoinnati. 

Jamks  Eellb,  Brooklyn.  Ool.  Clikton  B.  Fisk,  St.  Loais. 

MiTCHBLL  H.  MiLLBB,  Washington.  John  V.  Farwbll,  Chicago. 

Gbobgb  H.  Stuart,  Philadelphia.  John  B.  Hill,  Bnfialo. 

"  Members  of  the  United  States  Christian  Commission, 
"Philabblphia,  March  16,  1863.'* 
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APPEAL  FOB  BEUOIOXrS  PAPEBS. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  we  have  issued  an  appeal  to  the 
readers  of  each  and  all  the  religious  papers  in  behalf  of  the  sol- 
diers in  hospital  and  camp,  to  supply  them  with  the  papers  of 
their  choice,  in  the  following  terms. 

"Beligioiu  Newspapers  for  Soldiers, 

"  The  soldiers  in  the  field  and  in  the  hospitals  are  eager  for  re- 
ligious newspapers.  Their  own  familiar  family  denominational 
papers  are  the  most  prized  of  all.  They  are  read  from  beginning 
to  end,  and  passed  from  hand  to  hand,  until  quite  worn  out. 
They  revive  home,  church,  and  Sabbath-school  associations; 
keep  up  the  knowledge  of  passing  events,  religious  and  secular; 
increase  intelligence,  prevent  demoralization,  inspire  cheerful- 
ness, encourage  patriotism,  and  strengthen  heroic  resolve ;  and 
above  all  present  Gospel  truths  in  articles  terse  and  attractive, 
and  illustrate  their  benign  power  by  narratives  of  conversions,  re- 
vivals, and  hallowed  Christian  examples  of  holy  living  and  happy 
dying. 

"  The  Christian  Commission  would  rejoice  to  present  by  its 
delegates  and  chaplains  the  best  loved  paper  of  each  soldier  to 
him  every  week ;  but,  even  if  its  treasury  could  bear  the  expenses, 
which  it  would  not,  the  Commission  could  not  devote  means  con- 
tributed for  general  purposes^  to  the  purchase  of  denominational 
papers.  It  can  be  done,  however,  by  special  contributions  for 
the  purpose,  and  to  this  end  an  appeal  is  now  made  to  the  friends 
of  each  and  all  the  religious  papers  of  the  land.  Let  the  friends 
of  each  contribute  to  the  paper  itself  directly  all  they  can  afibrd 
for  the  purpose,  and  the  Commission  will  see  that  the  papers  are 
placed  in  the  hands  of  the  soldiers. 

'^  It  is  designed  that  an  article  similar  to  this  shall  appear  in 
every  other  paper,  and  thus  an  appeal  be  made  to  the  friends  of 
each  through  its  own  columns.  And  the  Commission  has  this 
special  request  to  make  of  editors,  in  behalf  of  the  soldiers,  that 
they  will  not  permit  the  matter  to  drop,  but  call  attention  to  it 
from  week  to  week,  until  a  supply  is  secured  in  some  measure 
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oommensnrate  with  the  vastness  of  our  army,  and  the  eagerness 
of  oar  soldiers. 

"  This  paper  will  furnish copies  weekly,  during  three 

months,   for  five  dollars,  or copies  for  ten  dollars,  or 

for  twenty-five  dollars,  or  for  fifty  dollars,  or 

•—  for  one  hundred  dollars. 

"  TJioBe  who  may  desire  to  contribute  for  the  purpose  of  sending 
this  papery  will  please  forward  the  amount  to  its  publishers^  who 
wiU  furnish  the  papers  to  the  Commission. 

"  Gborob  H.  Stuart, 

OhAirmaii. 
"  W.  E.  BOARDMAN, 

Secretary.'* 

A  BOXrOH  ESTIHATR 

To  carry  out  the  plans  on  which  we  are  entering  will  require 
vast  enlargement  of  means.  Three  hundred  men,  although  their 
services  are  freely  given,  will  yet  for  their  expenses  require  a 
large  sum  every  week,  and  to  supply  them  with  publications  for 
free  and  frequent  distribution,  will  require  a  sum  still  larger. 
The  American  Bible  Society  will  furnish  the  Sacred  Scriptures 
in  abundance  to  meet  this  the  first  necessity  of  the  work. 
The  Presbyterian  Board  of  Publication  has  already  made  one 
grant  of  two  hundred  dollars  in  its  valuable  works  for  the  soldiers, 
and  one  of  its  friends  has  given  us  through  it  one  thousand  dol- 
lars more.  Other  Boards  and  Societies  of  Publication  have 
given  us  aid  by  reduction  of  prices,  and  by  contributions  of  books, 
papers,  and  tracts ;  and  we  may  reasonably  hope  for  increasing 
assistance  from  these  sources,  as  the  unexampled  facilities  of  the 
Commission  as  a  distributing  agency  for  the  army  and  navy  be- 
come known.  And  we  can  scarcely  fail  of  receiving  from  the 
people,  all  the  stores  required  to  fill  the  hands  of  our  delegates 
with  the  means  of  relieving  the  urgent  bodily  wants  of  the  men 
they  seek  to  benefit.  The  people  whose  pastors  give  their  ser- 
vices will  surely  supply  their  own  pastors  with  all  they  may 
need  for  distribution,  while  engaged  in  the  work,  and  if  they 
should  in  any  measure  fail  to  do  this,  others,  when  they  under- 
stand the  certainty,  the  wisdom,  the  kindness,  the  economy  with 
which  their  benefactions  will  be  bestowed  upon  the  men  for  whom 
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they  are  intended,  will  not  fail  to  supply  the  lack  by  their  abun- 
dance. 

Yet  the  two  things,  expenses  of  the  delegates  and  publicatioyis 
for  them  to  distribute^  will  absorb  large  sums  of  money,  aside 
from  all  other  and  all  incidental  expenditures.  Five  dollars  a 
week  for  each  of  three  hundred  men,  would  amount  to  at  least 
six  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  a  month  for  them  all,  and  their 
expenses  cannot  well  fall  below  five  dollars  a  week. 

Two  cents  a  week  in  reading  matter,  to  each  of  our  one  mil- 
lion of  men  in  arms,  would  amount  to  the  grave  sum  of  more 
than  eighty-five  thousand  dollars  a  month.  These  two  items 
alone,  therefore,  reckoning  them  at  the  lowest  rates  of  the  most 
rigidly  economical  supply,  would  amount  to  at  least  ninety-one 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars  a  month. 


HOW  TO  MEET  THE  DEHAHD. 

To  meet  this  great  demand,  it  is  needful  that  the  work  of  or- 
ganization should  be  vastly  extended,  and  the  work  of  collection 
vigorously  pushed. 

Let  every  city,  town,  and  village  form  and  report  to  us  its 
Army  Committee,  to  hold  meetings,  collect. and  forward  money 
and  supplies,  and  to  select  and  recommend  men  to  go  as  dele- 
gates. If  in  any  place  a  committee  has  been  formed,  and  the 
work  successfully  begun,  let  those  engaged  in  it  go  out  into  other 
places  around  them,  large  or  small,  and  organize  there.  Let 
every  man  feel  himself  called  upon  by  the  providence  of  God, 
and  authorized  not  only  to  do  what  he  can  himself  personally,  but 
also  to  organize  others  for  the  work,  and  press  them  into  it. 

If,  however,  in  any  place,  a  committee  has  not  been  formed, 
do  not  wait  for  a  visit  from  any  one  from  any  other  place,  but 
organize  immediately ;  and  if  information  is  needed,  send  at  once 
to  the  central  office  in  Philadelphia,  or  the  office  in  New  York  or 
Boston,  or  the  place  most  convenient,  for  documents  and  instruc- 
tions, or  for  some  one  to  visit  and  address  the  people. 

Many  look  upon  the  Christian  Commission  as  belonging  ex- 
clusively to  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations,  and  think, 
therefore,  that  if  they  do  not  belong  to  an  Association,  or  if  there 
is  no  Association  in  the  place  of  their  residence,  nothing  is  to 
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be  done  by  them,  or  in  their  place  of  abode.  Not  so.  The 
Christian  Commission  is  for  the  benefit  of  all  the  men  of  our 
army  and  nav^g/y  and  for  the  use  in  this  work  of  all  the  people  at 
home,  male  and  female,  old  and  young ;  and  if  its  work  in  the 
field  is  extended  to  all,  it  will  be  by  the  help  of  all  classes  and 
all  people  at  home. 
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B,  F,  AfanierrCj  Treasurer ^  in  account  with  Christian  Commission. 

Or. 
By  bills  paid  for  Commission,        $860  15 
"  incidental  expenses,       .     .  51  03 

"  expenses  delegates,  .     .     .         141  88 
'*  George  H.  Stuart,  acting 
Treasurer,   Philadelphia, 

remitted  him ,       100  00 

"  Joseph  Patterson,  Treasu- 
rer, Philadelphia,  to  close 
account, 43  45 


Br. 

To  private  subscriptions,  ac- 
knowledged in  papers,     .     .      $915  37 

To  cash  received  from  Army 
Com.  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  Troy.     .  79  42 

To  cash  received  from  Army 

Com.  T.  M.  C.  A.,  Boston,  .        100  00 

To  cash  received  from  Army 
Com.  T.  M.  C.  A.,  Buffalo, .  50  00 

To  cash  received  from  Army 
Com.  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  Amster- 
dam,      51  72 


$1,196  51  i 


$1,196  51 


Kkw  York,  August,  1862. 


George  H,  Stuart,  Acting  Treasurer,  in  account  with  Christian 
Commission, 


Dr. 

To  private  subscriptions,  ac- 
knowledged in  papers,     .     .  $4,869  35 

To  cash  received  from  Army 

Com.  Y.  M.  C.  A..  Boston,  .     3,405  00 

To  cash  received  from  Army 

Com.  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  Portland,  62  60 

To  cash  received  from  B.  F. 
Manierre,  Treasurer,  N.  Y.,        100  00 


$8,436  95 
Philadelphia,  September  24,  1862. 


Cr. 
By    expenses    Delegates    and 

Agencies, $2,648  59 

'»    freight  paid,*     ....        392  76 

**    incidental  expenses  paid,  .  54  15 

"    bills  paid,  ......    8,767  13 

'*    Joseph  Patterson,  to  close 

account, 1,574  32 


$8,436  95 


Joseph  Patterson,  Treasurer,  in  account  with  Christian  Commission. 


Dr. 

To  cash  received  from  B.  P. 

Manierre,  late  Treasurer,  .  $43  45 
To  cash  received  from  Geo.  H. 

Stuart,  late  Acting  Treas.,  .  1,574  32 
To  private  subscriptions,  ac- 
knowledged in  papers,  .  .  8,590  99 
To  cash  received  from  Army 

Com.  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  Boston, .  1,100  00 
To  cash  received  from  Army 

Com.  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  Brooklyn,  100  00 
To  cash  received  from  Army 

Com.  Y.  M.  C.  A..  St.  Louis,  1,114  00 
To  cash  received  from  Army 

Com.  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  Albany,  52  81 

To  cash  received  from  Army 

Com.  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  Bangor, 

Me., 86  75 

To  cash  received  from  Army 

Com.  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  Buffalo, .        228  90 


Cr. 
By    expenses    Delegates    and 

Agencies, $2,550  92 

"    bills  paid, 8,947  97 

"    freight  paid.*     ....         719  24 

«    balance,  cash  on  hand,     .        673  09 


$12,891  22 


$12,891  22 
Philadelphia,  January  29,  1863. 

*  Most  of  these  freight  expenses  were  paid  prior  to  arrangements  with  many  roada 
for  free  transportation. 
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126  UNITED   STATES  CHRISTIAN  COMMISSION. 

ABSTRACT  OF  THE  FIRST  ANNUAL  REPORT, 
Presented  at  the  Annioermryy  Thursday  Evening y  Janitary  29,  1863. 

The  work  of  the  Commission,  together  with  that  of  the  various  Young 
Men's  ChristiaB  Associations  and  Army  Committees  co-operating  with 
it,  is,  when  summed  up,  as  follows : 

Cash  disbursed  for  expenses,  Stores,  and  Publications,       .        •  $40,160  29 

Value  of  Stores  and  Publications  distributed  bjthe  Commission,  $142,150  00 
Christian  Ministers  and  Laymen  commissioned  to  minister,  at 

the  seat  of  war,  to  men  on  Battle-field,  and  in  Camps  and 

Hospitals, 356 

Christians  actively  working  with  the  Army  Committees  in  the 

Home  Work, 1,033 

Meetings  held  with  Soldiers  and  Sailors,  exclusive  of  those  at 

the  Seat  of  War, 3,945 

Public  Meetings  held  on  behalf  of  the  Soldiers  and  Sailors,        .  188 

Bibles  and  Testaments  distributed,     ......  102,560 

Books  (large  and  small)  for  Soldiers  and  Sailors,  distributed,      .  115,757 

Magazines  and  Pamphlets,  religious  and  secular,  distributed,      .  34,653 

Soldier's  and  Sailor's  Hymn  and  Psalm  Books  distributed, .        .  130,697 

Papers  distributed, 384,781 

Pages  of  Tracts,  &c.,  distributed, 10,953,706 

Temperance  Documents  distributed, 300,000 

Libraries  supplied  to  Hospitals,  &c., 23 

Boxes  and  Barrels  of  Stores  and  Publications  distributed,  .        .  3,691 

In  addition  to  the  above,  there  is  much  of  which  no  record  has  been 
kept  worthy  of  especial  mention.  For  example,  a  large  number  of 
Christian  men  and  women  have  been  associated  as  helpers  with  our 
Delegates  and  Committees  in  their  work  in  Hospitals  and  Camps,  not 
included  in  the  1033  reported,  and  the  Meetings  at  the  Seat  of  War 
with  the  Soldiers,  held  by  those  sent  by  the  Commission,  amounting  to 
many  thousands,  and  many  more  thousands  of  letters  written  for  the 
Soldiers  to  their  friends,  or  to  obtain  discharges  or  descriptive  lists. 

These  things  not  having  been  recorded,  cannot  be  reported.  Here- 
after, full  record  of  them  will  be  kept,  and  full  report  made. 
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ORGANIZATION,  2. 
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HISTORICAL  SKETCH.  5. 

DESIGN,  6. 
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PUBUC  INTEREST,  7. 
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TRAL OFFICE,  8. 
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by  the  Lightning  Train,  8. 
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Hard  Work,  21. 
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XHSTBUCTIONS  FOB  PACKINQ  AND  MAEKING  ST0BE6. 


^^^^^^  Tb«  Cnmsiifaloi^  will  ^tide^Tor  lo  dbtribute  averjibing  commitUd  to  tli«[n  by  every- 

^^H  body,  m  Atiy  And  every  part  of  the  field » in  tfrcordiincci  wHh  the  purpo^a  of  its  orga^nitation, 

^^^1  •eeompAiiyiiig  e«eh  di^tHbation  with  tha  conaolatloDi  of  the  GospeK 

^^H  Th«  folloiring  instriuitiotiA  wiU  ud  frionds  of  otir  BDldbrn  And  fl&ilorn  in  d«oidiQg  what  to 

^^H  t«fid,  and  bow  ic«  piMsk}  titid  how  to  dir«&fc  what  thay  uend : 

^^^H  I.  AS  TO  WBAT  TO  SEIH}.— VOITET  IB  BEST  07  AH.    It  in  injudicloiu  to  Jipoad 

^^^^^H  money  or  labor  for  tnQing  artk-les.     Clothing  i^  greutly  needed^  sinch  aa  cntton  shirts, 

^^^^H  wtK>Uea  afeiH*^  wooUen  »ouk*»  Cunlott  fl*njael  drawwre,  woolJun  drawers,  iurgieal  shirU  of 

^^^^^H  Ibe  same  pattara,  btit  lied  with  tap»i$  dowa  the  sldea  and  sleeves,  instead  of  bemg  «ew«d  , 

cotton  draw«r8  large  en<>tigh  to  ^arre  am  panU  ui*doora,  dressing  gtiwna^  slippers,  iheets 
and  pillow  ctutes,  handagef!  of  mn^lin,  four  to  aix  jarda  loag,  and  three  or  foarincbea  widci 
rvUad  up,  eaqh  by  it-wlf,  hut  not  fastened ;  lint,  picked,  not  i^oraiied^  wa^h-raga,  hand  ker- 
chiefs^ and  emali  half  and  feather  pade  for  fractured  limha.  Of  StoH£8 — ontmeal, 
farioA,  eom-atarch,  dried  ruaka,  soda  biscuits,  jeKiei,  fre^h  rruit^,  dried  fruitiF,  lemons, 
white  iagaf,  br«»dyi  wine,  bottled  ale  nnd  porter,  heef  tea  in  oakea,  cannetl  meata  for 
*^^{N  good  blaick  tea,  cratLberrrei,  pioklei^  in  kegs,  good  freah  biittcr  in  small  stone  Jam, 
bftiTelt  of  onions  and  applea^  and  tin  oup9  :  nil  tbej^ie  aro  always  wanted.  ToAin  tqe  BoL" 
Pi8«i  itf  C<>irttSapOivnBKGE,^paper,  envelopes,  and  pencik.  Op  Reading  Matter  for 
oofiT&le»eatdr  a  library  Is  a  raluable  bygianic  appliaaoe,  and  for  the  able -bod  lad,  good 
pitbticationa  ara  nfenta)  and  FpiritUH.!  food.  For  eomale^iuetiy,  livoty,  tnteresiiug  books, 
the  monthliefl,  the  pictofialSi  the  works  of  scienco  and  lilcralnre,  99  well  a?  those  for  moral 
atid  epiritaal  caltare, — such  as  j^ou  would  put  into  the  hunda  of  a  brother  after  nevere  ill* 
□ess,  ftre  fut^h  m  are  want«d ;  and  for  the  well »  also,  good  in t« relating  bookF,  tracts,  and 
|iap«ra.  Those  dt^igtied  fpeolally  for  tfae  aoldier  and  sail  or  are  the  heat,  htit  send  no  trajih. 
Our  noble  men  love  and  deserve  those  that  are  fresh  and  the  best.  To  xuapend  in  the  hos- 
pitftl,  Tba  Silent  Comforter,  G-reen  Past  area,  and  Choice  Hymua  are  excel  I  eat, 

I              XI.  AS  TO  FAGKHfOi — Never  pack  perishable  artieles  like  eggs,  sausages,  breiid   or 
eikes,  iior  jar^  of  j«llies  atid  jama,  with  other  goodit.    Never  send  periahahle  artioles  unless 
ajMoiaUy  eaiJed  for,  to  supply  F^ome  place  to  whieb  they  can  he  immediately  aent.     Pack 
•alftbletf  by  theituelrea  in  separate  hoxea.    Tin  cans  ahoiild  be  alwajA  soldered ;  all  other 
sciodea  &re  worthier  for  the  army.    Stone  jars  of  Jellies  ihauld  be  corked  and  flrmlj  bound 
wiili  oiled  linen  or  leather  over  the  cork^  and  packed  in  /aawdast  or  hf^y,  in  boxes  very 
tjghe^  iier«r  ejtcepding  a  dozen  and  a  half  bottles  in  a  box,  and  nailed  sirougly,  to  hear 
rough-'bmudliag.     Boxes  should  not  be  so  large  that  two  eannot  conveniently  lilt  them 
into  a  wa^on. 
m.  AS  TO  DIREI^IOirS Mark  legibly  with  ink  or  paint  on  the  hoards  (eards  rub 
off}*     B^ndf   by  mail,   an  inViJice,  written  only  on  one  side,  apecifying  the  articles,  and 
th«  nMirJrs     ^^^  nuuibera   of  each  pucka ge,    and  giving  the    Post  Office   address   in   fuU 
Co  which  sckuawledgmentff  are  to  be  sept.     Write  PLAiif  ;  gire  the  signature  in  plain 
haofl    *o   tbAt   it  can  be  read  without  mistake.     If  the  writer  is  a  man,  mentioa  whether 
>   be   i^  ^   minister,  and  if  a  lady,  state  whether  ilfi'u  or  Mrt.     Besides  the  inrolce 
_^l  bw  mail*    l*^*-  ^^^  donor  put  in  the  box,  under  the  Ud,  in  an  envelope  addressed  to 
Ikimasif  axid   etimip^tl,  a  oopy^  on  whicb  the  delegate,  opening  the  box  m  eatopj  can  in- 
■■ 


l4of*»  »° 


^^^nowledgtaent  and  the  nuse  of  the  regiment  or  hoapital  to  which  it  is  gifen, 


'wii  *e»^  «^  ^y  IBHU  t<»  ttie  donor. 

_  PAckjag^^  for  F^Tite  purpose?  or  person*  are  not  reeeNed  or  distributed  by  tbe 
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United  States  Christian  Commission. 

OEGANIZED  NOVEMBER  IG,  1861. 


CENTRAL  OFFICE,  13  Bank  Street,  Philadelphia. 

Send  Publications  an()  Storca  to  George  U.  Stuarl,  ClmirmRn,  13  iSaiik  Street. 
"     Moiiej  to  Joaeph  Patterson,  Treasurer,  at  Weetern  Bank. 
"     Lettera  to  Re?.  W.  E.  RoardDiaii,  13  Bank  Street. 

NEW  YORK  OFFICE,  30  Bible  House,  New  York. 

Send  Publications  and  Siure.n  Lo  Christian  ComininHion,  SO  BUilt?  Huusjie. 
"     Moiiej  to  Jame!^  M,  Brown,  Treiisurer,  Bniwn  Brothers  &  Co*,  yU  Wall  Street* 
"     Lettens  to  Rev.  R.  S,  Cook,  D,D.,  Secretary,  30  Biblfl  House. 

BOSTON  OFFICE,  Hooms  Y.  M,  C.  A.  Tremont  Temple, 

Send  Publioatioria  and  Storca  to  L.  P.  Rowland,  Agent,  1\  M.  C-  A*  Rooms,  Tre- 
mont Temple. 

"     Money  to  Joaepb  Storj,  Treasurer,  1 1 2  Tremonl  Street 

'*  Letters  to  E.  S.  Tobey,  Chairman^  19  Chestnut  Street,  or  C*  Demond,  4  Court 
Street, 

BALTimORE  OFFICE,  77  Baltimore  Street 

Send  Publications,  Stores  and  Money  to  G.  S.  Griffith^  Chairman,  77  Baltimore 
Street. 
"     Letters  to  Rev.  J.  N.  McJilton,  D.D.j  Secretary. 

WASHINGTON  OFFICE,  343  Pemisylvania  Avenue. 

Send  Publicationa  and  Sti^res  to  F.  E.  Shearer,  Agent,  3-13  Pennsylvania  Avenue. 
**     Money  and  Letters  to  W*  Balkntjne,  ChairraaUj  438  Seventh  Street. 

ST.  LOmS  OFFICE,  9  South  FifOi  Street. 

Send  Publications  and  Stores  to  J.  W.  Mc  In  tyre,  9  South  Fifth  Street, 
"     Money  and  Lcttcrii  lo  E.  D.  Jooea,  Chairman,  at  Fx change  Bank. 

CHICAGO  OFFICE,  Rooms  Young  Men's  Christian 

Association. 

Si»nd  Jill  to  .Inhn  V.  Farwell^  Chairman. 


Young  Men's  Christian  Associations  Generally 

Are  requested  to  act  as  Agencies  for  the  Christian 
CommiBsion, 


1 

^^^^^^ 

^P«i\Titt*&  ^Mts  C^stian 

Commission. 

i 

1   |H 

1 

^^P^P%^ 

Mr 

1     sicoNO  anMUAi 

REPORT* 

SECOND   ANKIVERSARY- 
Held  in  Ihe  American  Academy  or  Music,  Philadelphia^ 


Tliii  Afw^i^mf  WM  tUnm\f  crowded,  hwridr»nl»  ttaarliiif .  Tb*  demnnd  t^f  tIeUeti 
(frhif^h  wpr«  gr«luitt*u^i  w»  ptrhnpii  iifrp«rii titled  in  til »  hUior;  ni  ifl<^b  idteMng* 

Tbo  bftnne^r  <vf  Ibv  CrtrutQl««i<^n:,  whtrh  tir  the  bamnpr  of  the  tiAUnn  f^itintntctMisd  in 
Ofid ,  ««f  ^rat'eritTly  iimpc^d  ot^t  «vttry  arAilAbla  tiirtlkcv,  prefiif^ly  btiiI  «l«gmntly  d^N^o* 
rftltng  Mm  mAKOilfternt  Uuitdirtfr. 

The  ChnHmnn  ft  th««  rnmiitinKlttii  fireiided*  Tli«  ■vrrfevfl  v«t«  introdactd  hj  elisg* 
Ing  lh«  H/mB  oommenctTiji 

"  Ltirtl,  whIJe  fnr  aIT  mankmd  I  pnijr/ 
The  GitrrriAnia  (>rrHfli'tmT  iwd  a  choir  luii  hit  Prof^jwnf  Hc^w^r,  mM*d  m«i<^h  $nter«fti. 

Thd  Chftinnm.f)  reail  •   l«U«r  if om   O^'rei'iior  Curtin.     Ker.  l^r    Muii»gr»te  led  lh« 

Key.  Dr.  WfiVooit  reMtl  from  lh«  g«H])tur«8«  Mutt  hew  35  ;  ."iMA. 

T<#t.i«ra  werii  risml  from  dtftictnry  S«wAfd,  Mnjor-Ofrfwrfll  Miradc,  Ailmir*!  Dnponl, 
BecfHiirr  Chftj<e*,  wixi  Hi    Rev    Wiq^  Bticou  ^I^-v^hb,  D  t) 

An  nbrtrftii  nf  lli*?  Aimttnl  Rtfiiort  tur  IHt^.1  woN-tthmJUttl.  A  siMt^mifTiit  frrtuFi  R(>t, 
Blahop  K.  fi.  Jiiite^.  D.D..  iii*ti  iiddr*R-M  tram  fit?*  W.  J.  R.  Tti/lcir,  O  D  ,  E*^r.  D.  C, 
Eddjr.  Da,  ftfrv.  E  N.  Kirk.  D-D, ,  Geticml  Brigg#,  nmi  M*jor-Geutr»i  How»H, 
wr0  then  nifldtr 

A  huftijlifnl  And  fie  hi  7  hmiml  Hllilu  wna  ^fr<»fi?ntml  to  tins  CbftirmJin*  hy  R«t,  I>r* 
Nevitit  mi  hi4ii<Llf  *yf  the"  clorjoiflen  vf  Ptiiliidc<t]jhiA. 

Tht  interest  whj  d<*(ip  ind  iTit«np>c  to  the  close.  Thu!'  Vl^^t  ft^t^'UiHly  |Qin*d  In  lh« 
iH^IologJt  Mid  wfcs  diflifliwril  by  Ruv,  Dr.  Braiuerd  with  the  Apoitolic  Benodlctlop. 


GREAT  NATIONAL  MEETING, 

In  the  Hftll  of  the  Eome  of  Ba|ires«nlatiT6tt  Washlngtoiu  B.  €., 

TtrUBBAY  BT^NI:BIQ.  rSB.  3, 1804. 

tloTK  nnnnihiil  llnmlin.  V ire- Pr«tti dent  iif  tin*  fjniiwi  Stnl4^,  |»rf«tdi<  «itiS  ma^ 
llir  Dfi^nUg  (Mldr?»^,  Pni^^r  wi*  offered  by  U^v.  F.  K.  Erutvn  A  ^iniiioiam  »«• 
omde  bv  iLttf  Chiilrtiitiin  **t  Iha  Comtaiinjiitin,  urtd  mUdrcMtBit  hf  Btf'V.  R.  J  l*iir%'iti,  A**, 
lieu.  J.  Mifigiiiiif  Ihm.  S^lmylJi  UoLtMi,  Speukof  ot  thr<  fluuti*,  wcid  netiernl  >lftillLu^ 
d>il# 

htiUttit  wi^nc  rtiirtfl  ftoiii  Atl<iirniiy*Ci«ii<»r»l  Kdimrd  Bnl#i*  MijOT»0*mer  '  ''  "  .  't; 
Gentrtil  {•ntrick,  ?rt»frwt.Mttfib«rcl^uomlt  »m!  Won.  WilUatii  U    j4cw  .rj 

fiT  8talK^  frijIlMWotd  by  roniurk'  frf»m  Hfnntrjf  Shernmii  of  Ohlo^  and  !il«"  uh^wi  »  th\|»* 
luin  MftCiibti,  intrMdtti^ttiK^thft  BaUti*  ftymn  nf  ihr  lUpublic*  wbitfh  he  sinif  wiih  |rr#«t 
power*  rolnnel  Towffl,  J«ti  fr»im  LtHti3\  niitdi*  n  f^w  f^^mnrk^  nud  it  tti«  tinKitiAl  r^S* 
^tl«v|  of  lb«  PrMMeiit  f>f  thp  rnJI*d  !Slot#«,  wha  wwh  jire«Piit,  Uin  lUUtr  llju^n  w»it 
ritli^nlttd.  Nmjrlfi  iitibntimtv'fl  «»vithuiiiu«ni. 

V**r  liilcf  rit  iind  pm»  r  il  i*  Imlkirwl  iHftl  thii  m4<eilQ^  h  nnpnrfttlaUd  In  th«  btiUftj 
vt  Ui#  Cui^itol. 

Al  hftiriMAt  tii»T«fi  (»>fcivk  lh«  nif^fnbly  J*>l|}ed  In  th«i  D^Xjology,  &tit]  wu  dtpiaiued 
ntlh  the  bQnnhiuJoM  by  E«v.  Dr   PbvJpM. 
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UNITED  STATES 


CHKISTIAN  COMMISSION, 


ARMY  AND  NAVY. 


FOR  THE  YEAR  1863. 


SECOND  ANirUAL  REPORT. 


PHILADELPHIA,  APRIL,  1864. 
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OFFICEBS. 


GEO.  H.  STUART,  Chairman,  11  Bank  Street. 
JOS.  PATTERSON,  Treasurer,  Western  Bank. 
Rkv.  W.  B.  BOARDMAN,  Secretary,  11  Bank  Street. 


MEMBEBS  OF  THE  CHBISTIAV  COMMISSIOV. 

Kit.  ROLLIN  H.  NEALB,  D.D..  BoHon. 

CHARLES  DEMOND,  Esq.,  Boston. 

Ret.  Bishop  E.  8.  JANES,  D.D.,  New  Tork. 

Ret.  JAMES  BELLS,  D.D.,  Brooklyn. 

MITCHELL  H.  MILLER,  Esq.,  Washington. 

e^O.  H.  STUART,  Esq.,  Philadelphia. 

JOHN  P.  CROZER,  Esq.,  Philadelphia. 

JAY  COOKE,  Esq..  Philadelphia. 

Ret.  M.  L.  R.  P.  THOMPSON,  D.D.,  CincinDaU. 

CoL.  CLINTON  B.  PISK,  St.  Louis.^ 

JOHN  y.  FARWELL,  Esq.,  Chicago. 

JOHN  D.  HILL,  M.D.,  BaflUo. 


EZECUTITE  COMMITTEE. 

GEO.  H.  STUART,  Chairman,  Philadelphia. 
RiT.  Bishop  B.  S.  JANES.  D.D.,  New  York. 
CHARLES  DEMOND.  Boston. 
JOHN  P.  CROZER,  Philadelphia. 
JAT  COOKE,  PhUadelphU. 


BRANCHES  AND  ARMY  COMMITTEES  OF 
THE  U.  S.  CHRISTIAN  COMMISSION, 

80  FAS  AS  BXPORTXO  TO  TBI  OSMTBAL  OFFICE. 


JPJENN8TL  VANIA. 


PHILADELPHIA. 


H.  N.  Thissel],  Chairman. 

Thomas  Tolman,  Secretary, 

Qeorge  H.  Stuart. 

P.  B.  Simmone. 

W.  F.  Patterson,  M.D. 


PITTSBURG. 


Hon.  Hubert  MeEnight,  Chairman. 
Jofoph  Albree,  Esq.,  Treawrer, 
William  P.  Weyman,  Esq.,  Receiver, 
Robort  0.  Tolton, 
John  R.  MeCane, 
Joaeph  Home, 

Executive  Committee. 
Rer.  Herriok  Johnston. 

••     W.  D  Howard,  D.D. 

••      L.  J.  Wilson,  D.D. 

••     Wm.  Preston. 

"     Wm.  A.  Snirelj. 

"     George  S.  Chaae. 

"     J.  C.  Pershing. 

*•     E.  E.  Higbee. 

"     8.  Stewart. 


Rer.  T.  H.  Robinson. 
Adam  Earnest. 
J.  M.  Kelker. 

Samuel  Smell. 
DaTid  E.  SmalL 
Geo.  A.  Heokart. 

Rer.  W.  M.  Blaokbom. 
C.  H.  Hammer. 


HARRISBURG. 


YORK. 


ERIE. 


A.  M.  Barton. 

H.  H.  Shillingford. 
C.  A.  Day. 
John  Patterson. 
Joseph  Parker. 

Rer.  E.  E.  Swift. 

'<    G.  E.  Swope. 

•'    W.  J.  Reid. 

»*     Reuben  Hill. 

"    J.  D.  Herr. 
Hon.  J.  K.  Moorehead. 
Harrey  Childs. 
W.  W.  Mair. 

B.  Wolff,  Jr. 
Joseph  McKnighi. 
G.  Foliansbee. 
James  MoCandleaa. 

C.  Arbuthnot. 
J.  G.  Backoffen. 
Robert  H.  Davia. 


J.  McGormiok,  Jr. 
R.  A.  Lamberton. 


Henry  Sehmidt. 
Rev.  G.  Hengst. 
Charles  A.  Morris. 

H.  S.  Jonea. 


\« 
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UNITBD  STATES  CHRISTIAN  COMMISSION. 


SCRANTON. 
Rer  George  Peek,  D.D.,  Chairman. 
Ctuurles  Fuller,  Secretary, 
R.  A.  Henry,  Treasurer. 


WASHINGTON. 


C.  M.  Reed, 
y.  Harding. 
M.  H.  Clark,  M.D. 
Thomas  McKean. 
Alexander  Seaman. 

B.  S.  Russell. 

R.  G.  MoCrearj,  Chairman, 
Robert  F.  P.  Bncher. 
Professor  Stoerer. 
James  Fahnstock. 


TOWANDA. 


GETTYSBURG. 


LBWISTOWN. 


William  Russell. 


Addison  Sturgeon. 


MECHANICSBURG. 


J.  C.  Piatt. 
William  Breck. 


A.  B.  Wolf. 
H.  HuU. 
A.  T.  Baird. 
William  S.  Moore. 


James  McFarland. 

J.  L.  Sohiok. 
Rey.  A.  Essiok. 
Rev.  W:  G.  Finney. 

William  Lind. 
David  Brindle. 


POTTSVILLE. 


Hon.  Benjamin  Haywood,  Chairman, 
Frank  Wallace, 
Joseph  P.  Honck, 

Secretaries. 


Rev.  Samuel  F.  Colt, 
Rev.  Charles  J.  Thompson, 

Volunteer  Solicitors  and  Agents. 
John  Shippen,  Treasurer. 


ALLENTOWN.     Ladies'  Christian  Commission. 


Miss  Caroline  Wright,  President. 

"    EUta  J.  Keck,  Vice-President. 
Miss  H.  L.  Romig, 

**    E.  C.  Young, 
Mrs.  Benjamin  Lochman, 
Miss  Ellen  McHose, 

Corresponding  Secretaries. 


Miss  Sarah  L.  Blnmer,  Ree.  Secy. 

**    Louisa  Grim,  Treasurer. 
Mrs.  William  Mart, 

«<    WillUm  G.  Mennig, 

**    John>  Cole, 

Board  of  Managers. 


BETHLEHEM. 


Rer.  Sylvester  WolW,  Chairman. 
Jonas  Snyder,  Secretary. 
Mahlon  Taylor,  Treasurer. 
Robert  H.  Sayre. 
John  Lerch. 

A.  J.  Erwin. 

B.  T.  Foster. 
M.  H.  Snyder. 
Tinsley  Jeter. 


John  Frits. 
J.  L.  C.  Miller. 
Robert  J.  MoClutohy. 
Joseph  Troeger. 
Joseph  Rice. 
Richard  M.  Leibert. 
George  Kisling. 
Abraham  Kindt. 
Wm.  Lnckenbaok. 


CARLISLE. 


Rer.  Samuel  Phillips. 


BBANCHB8  AND  ABMY  00MMIXTBB8. 


IUt.  Br.  Cnae. 
JLew.  Dr.  Poor. 

J.  A.  Anderson,  Chairman. 
C.  PleraoD,  Seerttary, 
IUt.  p.  O.  Stnddiford. 
Ber.  H.  A.  Cordo. 


NEW  JEB8ET. 

NBWABK. 

Jamei  D.  Orton,  Bsq. 

LAMBBBTVILLB. 

Bev.  Thomas  Hanlon. 
Thomas  8.  Marray. 
W.  F.  SilvoiB. 


NEW  TOBK. 


NEW  TOBK. 


William  B.  Dodge,  Chairman. 

Salem  H.  Wales,  Vice- Chairman. 

James  C.  Holden,  Recording  Secretary. 

James  M.  Brown,  Treasurer. 

N.  Biriiop,  Chairman  of  Executive  Com. 

DaTid  Hoadley. 

Frederick  G.  Poster. 

John  T.  Johnston. 

Monis  K.  Jessnp. 

Samael  Holmes. 

Pleteher  Harper. 


Henry  E.  Boll. 

Smith  Sheldon. 

Bev.  Herman  Dyer,  D.D. 

Jonathan  Starges. 

Hon.  James  W.  Beekman. 

T.  0.  Doremos. 

L.  B.  Woodruff. 

Archibald  Bussell. 

Bey.  B.  S.  Cook,  D.D. 

"     Dayid  Terry. 

**     Joseph  Holdich,  D.D. 


ALBANY. 


Thomas  W.  Oloott,  President. 

John  F.  Bathbone,  Vice-President. 

LctI  Dedriek,  Secretary. 

William  MoBlroy,  Treasurer. 

Thomas  P.  Crook. 

Archibald  MeOlnre. 

Jeremiah  Waterman. 

William  H.  Boss. 

James  H.  McClnre. 

Manrice  E.  Yiele. 

Abraham  De  Witt. 

Archibald  Molntire. 

W.  H.  Van  Antwerp. 

W.  W.  Hague. 

Bdwatd  t)arey. 

Samuel  Patten. 

Wmiam  Newton. 

William  Deiti. 


Bey.  Mr.  Eellmar. 
G.  P.  William^ 
Sylyester  Sehaffer. 
Bey.  Mr.  Addleberg. 

*'    Mr.  HolAnan. 
Edward  C.  Delayan. 
John  H.  Van  Antwerp. 
Henry  D.  Paine. 
W.  H.  De  Witt. 
Edward  Selkirk. 
James  Brooksby. 
Harrey  Wendell. 
Charles  P.  Easton. 
Thomas  Schnyler. 
T.  D.  Cameron. 
Samnel  Earl. 
6.  A.  Stratton. 
Wm.  Minert. 


BUFFALO. 


John  D.  Hill,  M.D.,  Chairman. 
H.  H.  Otis,  Treasurer, 
N.  A.  Halbert. 
J.  F.  Bmst. 


J.  Sexton. 
F.  Gridley. 
S.  H.  Fisk. 
J.  B.  Sweet 


▼1 


UKITBD  STATES  CHBISTUN  C0MMI6SI0H. 


LadtM^  Chrutian  Commission  qf  Buffalo. 
Mrs.  William  G.  Fargo,  Prssident.  Mias  Mary  Gardner.  Cor,  Sserstary, 

**    Joseph  Dart,  Viee-Prssidsnt.  **    Delia  6.  Aaitin, 

**    John  F.  Emat,  Trsasursr.  Mrs.  D.  Sawyer, 

«    William  B.  Peck,  Rsc,  Sscrstarf.  *<    Dr.  Tilden, 

Assistant  Sserstaries. 
ROCHESTER. 


Rer.  Bethel  Clazton,  D.D.,  Chairman, 
Olirer  M.  Benedict. 
Bira  Jones. 

SOUTH  BROOKLYN 
Walter  S.  Griffiths,  Presidsnt. 
J.  A.  Bells,  D.D.,  Vies-Prssidsnt, 
J.  B.  Waterbury,  D.D.,  Cor.  Seentary. 
William  J.  Coffin,  Roe.  Sserstary. 
Samuel  B.  Caldwell,  Trsasursr. 
Rer.  R.  S.  Storrs.  Jr.,  D.D. 

*<    J.  H.  Raymond,  D.D. 

<*    W.  J.  Baddington,  D.D. 

•«    J.  E.  Rockwell,  D.D. 

"    E.  S.  Porter,  D.D. 

"    Robert  Lowry. 

"    B.  H.  Canfield,  D.D. 

••    S.  T.  Spear,  D.D. 

*'    C.  S.  Robinson. 

•*    S.  H.  Mills. 

"    CD.  Fobs. 

**    R.  M.  Hatfield. 

'•    Theodore  Cnyler. 

•*    W.  F.  Watkins. 

"    W.  S.  Karr. 


Sylyanns  A.  Ellis. 

0.  D.  Grosrenor,  Trsasursr. 

AND  LONG  ISLAND. 
Rey.  E.  Mills. 
T.  H.  Messenger. 
L.  K.  Miller. 
S.  B.  Chittenden. 
R.  W.  Rogers. 
H.  Sheldon. 
E.  Cary. 
N.  J.  Coffin. 
E.  A.  Lambert. 
N.  M.  Armfield. 
J.  C.  Southworth. 
J.  D.  McKensie. 
D.  Wesson. 
L.  Morris. 
A.  D.  Matthews. 
R.  L.  Wykoff. 
John  G.  Fay. 
R.  H.  Corn  well. 
D.  Van  Sleet. 
Dwight  Johnson. 


Harvey  J.  King,  Chairman. 


TROY. 


Charles  P.  Hartt,  Sse.  and  Treas. 


ELMIRA. 
L.  Kellogg,  Chairman. 


OHIO. 

CINCINNATI. 


A.  B.  Chamberlain,  Chairman. 

Rer.  J.  F.  Marlay,  Sserstary. 

G.  H.  Warner,  Rsoording  Sserstary. 

Rer.  B.  W.  Chidlaw,  Gsn.  Agsnt. 

W.  T.  Perkins,  Trsasursr, 

A.  E.  Chamberlain, 

Eli  Johnson, 

Benjamin  Frankland, 

W.  T.  Perkins, 

Exseutivs  ComwUUss. 
W.  W.  Scarborough. 
George  F.  Daris. 
H.  Wilson  Brown. 


M.  B.  Hagans. 
Thomas  F.  Shaw. 
Hon.  B.  Storer. 
B.  Homans,  Jr. 
Thomas  Frankland. 
T.  G.  Odiorne. 
J.  M.  Johnston. 
A.  M.  Soarles. 
L.  C.  Hopkins. 
H.  Thane  Miller. 
W.  J.  Breed. 
Hugh  Stewart. 
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GAMBIBR. 
Her,  A.  M.  MorrisoD. 


NORWALK 
Mrs.  Henry  Brown,  Pnsid&nt. 
**    C.  8.  Parker,  Vie§- President. 
**    Norih,  Treaeurer. 


Ladies^  Christian  Commistion. 

Mrs.  G.  N.  Flinn,  Ree.  Secretary, 
Miss  M.  A.  Watson,  Cor.  Secretary . 


SANDUSKT. 


BeT.  Br.  S.  A.  Bronson. 
Ber.  Mr.  Noble. 


Rev.  Mr.  MoGane. 
ReT.  B.  P.  IngersoU. 


MINNESOTA. 

8T.  PAUL'S. 
D.  W.  iBgersoIl.  Chairman.  H.  K.  Taylor,  Ree.  Secretary. 

0.  W.  Presoott,  Viee-Chairman.  D.  D.  MerYill,  Treaeurer. 

H.  M.  Knox,  Corresponding  Secretary. 


J.  y.  Farwell,  Chairman. 
TuiUn  King. 


ILLINOIS. 

GHIGAGO. 

B.  F.  Jacobs,  Secretary. 
^  D.  L.  Moodie. 


PBORIA. 


William  Reynolds,  President. 
DaTid  MoCnllongh,  Vice-President, 
Theo.  Higbee,  See.  and  Treas. 
A.  e.  Tyng. 


8.  Wycoff. 

George  H.  MoBraine. 

J.  Q.  McGnllaoh,  Jr. 


MISSOURI. 

8T.  LOUIS. 


Isaae  8.  8miih,  Chairman. 
J.  B.  Whitehead,  Secretary. 
J.  H.  Parsons,  Cor.  Secretary, 
Bdward  Tieknor,  Treasurer. 
B.  D.  Jones. 


B.  C.  Walker,  President. 
Ghariee  F.  Glarke,  Secretary, 
Caleb  Ires,  Treasurer. 


Oeorffe  Partridge. 

A.  G.  Edwards. 

J.  W.  Molntyre. 

Rot.  8.  Wells,  Local  Feld  Agent. 

W.  J.  Gladwin,  Depositing  Agent. 


MICHIGAN. 

DETROIT. 


J  8.  Vemor. 
F.  Raymond. 
David  Preston. 


R.  Craagle. 

T.  H.  Logan,  M.D. 


riBOINIA. 

WHEELING. 

Rey.  Mr.  Bamti. 
R.  Benham. 


mSTBICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

WASHINGTON. 
William  Ballantyne,  Chairman  j*  7  teas.  Z.  Richards. 

Ber.  John  Thnuh.  Rct.  8.  L.  Bowler,  Local  Agent, 


Till 
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e.  8.  Griffith,  Chairman. 
ReT.  0eorg«  P.  Hajs. 


MABTLANn. 

BALTIMORE. 

ReT.  J.  MoJilton,  D.D. 

FREDERICK. 

Gideon  Banti. 
HAGERSTOWN. 
Rer.  Mr.  BvaiiB. 


KENTUCKY. 

LOUISVILLE. 


J.  Edwftrd  Hftrdj,  Chairmatu 
IsMM)  Russell,  Secretary, 
J.  G.  Barrett,  Treasurer, 
Richard  Knott. 

Whittington  King. 
Davis  Burbaak. 
Frank  Fitoh. 

Rey.  John  P.  Hays. 
Rer.  Daniel  Stevenson. 


Hagh  B.  Ray. 


Judge  A.  W.  Graham. 
Judge  W.  V.  LoTing. 
J.  C.  Wilkins. 


Q.  M.  Keith. 
ReT.  Aia  Dmry. 


Wm.  H.  BulUey. 
J.  H.  Armstrong. 
Wm.  Kendrick. 

LEXINGTON. 

Squire  Baiuett. 

Rev.  W.  M.  Pratt,  D.D. 


FRANKFORT. 


LEBANON. 


S.  G.  BuU. 
Thomas  Rodman. 

J.  M.  Fidler. 


BOWLING  GREEN. 

R.  Rhodes. 
W.  H.  Payne. 
J.  E.  YonngloTt* 
COVINGTON. 

A.  B.  Laird. 


DANVILLE. 
Rer.  R.  J.  Breckenridge,  D.D.  L.  H.  Ralston. 

Rev.  E.  P.  Humphrey,  D.D.  G.  B.  Wiseman. 

John  Cowan,  M.D. 

MAT8VILLE. 

James  Barbour.  Harrison  Taylor. 

ELIZABETHTOWN.    Hon.  Samuel  Hayoraft. 

HARRODSBURG.    David  Curry. 

NICHOLASVILLE.    Moreau  Brown. 

FAYETTE  COUNTY.     Rot.  R.  T.  DiUaid. 

COLUMBIA.    Colonel  Robert  MiUer. 

STANFORD.     Rot.  S.  S.  MoRoberti. 

GARRARD  COUNTY.    George  Denny. 

LANCASTER.    WiUUm  H.  Kinnard. 

GEORGETOWN.    F.  C.  MoCalla. 

SHELBYVILLE.    Shelby  Vanuatu. 

TRIGG  COUNTY.     Hon.  Theo.  Hammond. 
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Hod.  D.  Worthington. 
C.  H.  Purple. 
J.  E.  Monby. 

M.  C.  Darling,  Presiffent. 
R.  A.  Baker,  Vice-President, 


WISCONSIN. 

MADISON. 

E.  Sharp. 
K.  J.  Fleischer. 
ReT.  J.  H.  Carpenter. 
POND  DU  LAC. 

Dr.  B.  L.  Griffin,  Cor.  ^  Ree.  Ste. 
C.  J.  Pettibone,  Treasurer, 


NEW  HAMJPSHIBE. 


Rer.  N.  Bon  ton,  D.D. 
Hon.  H.  A.  Bellows. 
Hon.  E.  H.  Rollins. 
Still  man  Humphrey. 
George  Hutehins. 
Rev.  A.  P.  Tenney. 
Hon.  Moees  Homphrey. 

C.  Bridgman. 
William  P.  Wheeler. 

Frederick  Smyth,  Chairman. 
Frank  B.  Eaton,  Secretary. 
0.  Boston,  Trearurer, 

RsT.  J.  M.  Palmer. 

Dr.  Edward  Spanlding. 
A.  H.  Danlop. 
J.  D.  OUerson. 


0.  W.  Clippinger,  President. 
Jaa.  M.  Ray,  Treasurer. 


Deaeoin  James  Barrett. 

Prof.  Barker. 
Pre*.  Labaree. 

Rer.  Elbridge  Mix. 
"    Geo.  B.  Safford. 


CONCORD. 

John  P.  Robinson. 
H.  W.  Robinson* 
Albert  Webster. 
Almon  Harris. 
Henry  A.  Brown. 
Rev.  E.  0.  Jameson. 

KEENB. 

ReT.  N.  Clark. 
John  F.  Prindell. 
MANCHESTER. 

George  Thompson. 
6.  Stoaton. 

ROCHESTER. 

Rev.  Mr.  Holman. 
NASHUA. 

J.  B.  Chapman. 
Benjamin  Saunders. 

INDIANA. 

INDIANAPOLIS. 

C.  N.  Todd,  Cor,  Secretary. 
L.  H.  Croll,  Ree.  Secretary. 

VERMONT. 

RUTLAND. 

John  H.  Bowman. 
MIDDLEBURY. 

Carr. 

Battile. 

BURLINGTON. 

R.  G.  Cole. 


MONTPELIER. 


Rer.  J.  Lord. 
lodge  Poland. 


H.  D.  Hopkins. 
C.  W.  Wlllard. 
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ST.  JOHNSBUBT. 

Bphrftim  Jewett 
Ber.  Mr.  PiimpUMi. 

A.  G.  Chadwick. 
Horaoe  Fairbanks. 

MAINE. 

J.  Nje. 

WATERVILLB. 

BeT.  Edward  Hawes. 

J.  O.  OobniD. 
]>«Moii  French. 
H.  H.  Dif key. 

LEWISTON. 

B.  P.  Toby. 
'  Charles  OliTer. 

Hot.  Mr.  A<Umf. 

AUBUBN. 

B.  P.  FnUer. 

Charles  DonglMS. 
BeT.  Mr.  Baird. 

bAth. 

G.  Palmer. 

Dr.  W.  R.  Johnflon* 
A.  J.  Chase. 
H.  H.  Burgess. 
Ottiis  SiarteTant 

pobtland. 

D.  B.  Rioker. 
Jacob  Chase,  Jr. 
T.  B.  Hayes. 

HOLDBN. 

Charles  Barr. 

BANGOR. 

T.  G.  Stickney. 
Ber.  E.  E.  JohiiM>B. 

RcT.  Mr.  SmaU. 
B.  F.  Daren. 

B.  A.  Nason. 
Edward  Fenne. 

AUGUSTA. 

John  Dorr. 
Tamer. 

BBUNSWICK. 

BeT.  Mr.  House. 

Prof.  Thomas  C.  Upham. 

BeT.  Dr.  Adams. 

John  G.  Mayo. 


DOYBB. 


BeT.  CM.  Herring. 

BHODB  ISLAND. 

PBOYIDBNCB. 
Deacon  W.  J.  King,  Chairman.  Ex.  Got.  W.  W.  Hoppin. 

John  W.  Vernon,  Esq.,  Seeretarf.  Mayor  Jabes  C.  Enighi. 

John  Kinsbary,  LL.D. 

MASS  A  CHUSETTS. 

BOSTON. 
B.  8.  Tobey,  Chairman.  Jacob  Sleeper. 

Joseph  Story,  TSreaaurer.  J.  SolliTan  Warren. 

Bonell  Stargis,  Jr.  , 
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Hon.  Ismae  Daris. 

**    Geo.  M.  Bioo. 
Fred'k  A.  Clapp. 

Charles  T.  Bomlj. 
ComeliiiB  DaTonport. 
N.  Lineoln. 
Thomas  Blifls. 

?.  A.  Brewer. 

Charles  H.  Priee. 
John  C.  Osgood. 

J.  P.  Williston. 
A.  J.  Idneoln. 
E.  J.  Comwell. 
Dr.  S.  Jaokson. 

Rot.  J.  W.  Lane. 
Alfred  Belden. 

ProfeMor  W.  S.  Tyler,  D.D. 
EdT.  George  Cooke. 

ReT.  J.  M.  Greene. 
Thaddeiu  Graret. 


Bleaser  Porter. 
John  Beals. 


Ber.  Mr.  Meade. 
]>ea.  Moses  Montague. 
B.  B.  Smith. 


Henrj  Ires. 
J.  R.  Law  ton. 
ReT.  W.  W.  Tnttle. 


Park  Warner. 


A.  B.  Hnhhard. 


WOBCBSTBR. 

PhiUp  L.  Moen. 
David  Whitcomb. 

NEW  BEDFORD. 

Geo.  T.  Kingman. 
B.  W.  Hovey. 
I.  8.  Cornish. 
H.  A.  Edwards. 

SPRINGEIELD. 

Charles  North. 

BALBM. 

W.  H.  Whipple. 

NORTHAMPTON. 

Julias  Clark. 
Christopher  Clark. 
S.  B.  Bridgman. 


WHATELT. 


A.  J.  Steams. 


AMHERST. 


R.  8.  Lineoln. 


HATFIELD. 


H.  W.  Field. 


HADLBT. 

Leri  Stoekbridge. 
Horace  Rossell. 

SOUTH  HADLBT. 

William  Moody. 
8.  N.  MiUer. 


WARE. 


Benjamin  Bond. 
Daniel  Hoiden. 


GBANBT. 

Ber.  Mr.  Mills. 

SUNDERLAND. 

ReT.  Mr.  Clark. 
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FITCHBURG. 


Rev.  Alfred  Dennison. 
Rev.  EendAll  Brooks. 
Dr.  Alfred  Eitohoook. 
Rev.  Mr.  Hard. 
Alfred  Crocker. 
Moses  Wood. 
L.  H.  Bradford. 
K.  Torrey. 


A.  P.  Kimball. 
H.  W.  Page. 
Stephen  Shipley. 
Rodney  Wallace. 
Benjamin  Snow,  Jr. 
H.  A.  Blood. 
H.  F.  Coggshall. 


BELCHERTOWN.     Rev.  H.  B.  Blake. 

SHARON.     Rev.  P.  B.  Davis. 
STOUaHTON.     Rev.  Thomas  Wilson. 

WALPOLE.     Dea.  Allen. 

WARREN.     Rev.  M.  M.  Parkhurst. 

WEST  BROOKFIELD.     Rev.  H.  Baker. 

BARRE.     Rev.  D.  Peck. 

NEW  BRAINTREE.     Rev.  Mr.  Qamey. 

WEST  BOYLSTON.     Mrs.  Abiel  Fisher. 

WESTBORO'.    Rev.  L.  H.  Sheldon. 

LEICESTER.     Rev.  Mr.  Coolidge. 

WEST  SPRINGFIELD.    Rev.  Henry  Powers. 

MEDWAT.     Captain  John  Cole. 

THE  PACIFIC  COAST. 
No  Christian  Commission  organization  has  been  reported  as  yet  from  the  Pacific 
ooast. 

Rev.  A.  E.  Klttredge,  of  San  Franoisooi 
Rev.  George  J.  Mingins,  of  Philadelphia, 
Rev.  Robert  Patterson,  D.D.,  of  Chicago, 
Mrs.  Col.  S.  M.  Bowman, 
have  been  anthorised  to  represent  the  interests  of  the  Commission  on  the  Paoifle, 
organise,  collect  money,  and  do  whatever  else  mi^  be  judged  wise  and  best. 


REPORT. 


The  year  opened  with  great  promise  for  the  work  of  the 
United  States  Christian  Commission.  It  closes  with  every 
promise  more  than  fulfilled.  And  the  indications  for  the  coming 
year  are  those  of  a  work  for  our  defenders,  our  country  and  our 
God,  of  still  greater  extent,  interest  and  power. 

The  favor  of  God  and  the  people  has  steadily  advanced  with 
our  increasing  work  and  its  wants.  The  Government  Railway  and 
Telegraph  Companies,  and  commanders  in  the  field,  have  given  us 
great  and  generous  facilities.  Ministers  and  laymen  have  volun- 
teered as  unpaid  delegates  in  increasing  numbers.  Ladies  in  their 
"Aid  Societies"  and  "Christian  Commissions"  have  plied  their 
skill  with  ceaseless  assiduity,  and  shown  enterprise  by  gathering 
money  and  stores  from  their  willing  neighbors.  Little  girls  of  the 
Sabbath  schools,  by  their  "housewives  '*  and  letters  have  helped 
materially  to  comfort  the  soldiers.  The  churches  have  con- 
tributed with  cheerfulness,  frequency  and  liberality, — willing  it 
would  seem  to  have  Thanksgiving  days,  with  collections  on  each 
for  the  Commission,  come  as  often  as  God*s  blessing  on  the  valor 
of  our  soldiers  and  seamen  can  give  the  President  occasion  to 
proclaim  them,  and  to  seize  every  opportunity  between  to  keep 
our  treasury  supplied.  Merchant  and  railway  princes,  bankers 
and  brokers,  invest  from  time  to  time  in  our  stock,  some  of  them 
frequently  and  largely.  The  best  hotels  in  several  of  our  large 
cities  have  opened  their  doors  to  delegates  and  members  of  the 
Commission  free  of  charge.  Welcome  remembrances  from 
Americans  abroad,  and  cheering  tokens  from  others  in  other 
lands,  though  no  appeal  to  them  has  been  made,  are  occasionally 
received.  Missionaries  in  Turkey,  China,  India,  Labrador,  &c.,^ 
have  sent  us  money,  asking  to  have  *•  fellowship  "  with  us  in  our 
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** great  .and  good  work."  Our  soldiers,  singly  and  by  companies 
and  regiments,  add  to  their  universal,  "  God  bless  the  Christian 
Commission,"  their  cash  contributions,  most  weleomey  but  never 
Bolicitedy  in  growing  number  and  amount.  On  shipboard,  our 
men  in  the  forecastle  have  met  to  send  us,  from  the  Gulf  and 
from  the  Pacific,  their  united  voice  over  the  waters  to  cheer  us, 
and  their  liberal  contributions  to  aid  us;  and  the  officers  on 
quarter-deck  have  joined  with  them  to  swell  the  volume  of  both 
cheer  and  aid.  The  American  Bible  Society  has  continued  to 
pour  into  our  channels,  without  money  and  without  parsimony, 
its  ample  streams  of  the  waters  of  the  river  of  life.  Tract 
Societies,  Publishing  Boards  and  Houses,  and  proprietors  of  re- 
ligious periodicals,  have  favored  the  Commission  by  large  grants 
and  generous  reduction  of  prices,  and  editors  of  both  religious  and 
secular  journals  have  published  information  freely,  and  given  the 
great  weight  of  their  warm  and  frequent  commendations  to  the 
cause  of  the  Commission. 

Thus,  we  have  been  sustained,  supplied  and  cheered  on  in  our 
warfare  of  peace  and  battles  of  love ;  and  God  has  given  us  the 
arduous  work  and  unbounded  luxury  of  such  a  service  for  Him, 
for  our  country,  and  for  our  soldiers,  as  seldom  falls  to  the  lot  of 
mortal  men.  Wounded  heroes  on  the  battle-field  have  been 
rescued  from  death  and  given  back  to  the  nation  and  to  their 
families.  Those  wearied,  worn  and  exhausted,  on  long  marches 
and  from  hard  fighting,  have  been  refreshed  and  saved  from 
perishing.  Bread  has  been  dealt  to  the  hungry,  clothing  to  the 
needy,  medicine  to  the  sick,  delicacies  to  the  convalescing,  and 
cheer  to  all.  Prisoners  at  Richmond,  victims  of  hunger,  cold, 
vermin  and  filth,  have  been  relieved  and  supplied  with  food, 
clothing,  medicine  and  reading  matter.  Men  in  the  field,  far  away 
from  church  and  church  privileges,  and  from  the  press*  and  its 
issues,  have  had  the  Gospel  preached  to  them,  and  Testaments, 
books,  papers  and  tracts  given  them  upon  Gospel  terms.  Those 
long  absent  from  home  have  been  brought  nigh  in  many  ways, 
by  visits  of  delegates  fresh  and  frequent  from  home  circles ;  by 
tokens  of  love,  transmitted  from  home  to  the  soldiers  and  from 
soldiers  to  their  homes ;  by  thousands,  distributed  every  week,  of 
their  own  family  papers,  familiar  as  household  faces ;  by  free 
writing  tables,  opened  at  each  station,  accessible  to  all,  and  well 
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Bupplied  with  pens,  paper,  ink  and  envelopes — stamps,  too,  if 
needed,  without  money  or  price ;  and  by  thousands  of  letters 
written  for  disabled  soldiers  by  delegates  themselves,  con- 
necting the  tent  and  the  hearth  by  a  "  a  living  electric  chain," 
as  one  of  our  noble  workers  has  styled  the  Christian  Commis- 
eion.  The  cause  of  our  imperilled  country  has  been  strength- 
ened in  the  field  by  saving  and  strengthening  our  defenders,  and 
at  home  by  toning  up  public  sentiment,  kindling  patriotism  and 
piety,  and  encouraging  faith  in  God.  Religion  in  its  purity  and 
power,  and  in  its  breadth  of  application  to  the  whole  nature  of 
man,  body  and  soul,  and  in  its  beneficent  freeness  and  unbounded 
catholicity,  has  been  exemplified  in  living  and  grand  illustration. 
Many  prodigals  have  been  led  to  return,  many  soldiers  to  enlist 
under  the  banner  of  Christ,  many  jewels  set  in  the  crown  of  our 
£ing,  many  aching  hearts  and  anxious  homes  gladdened  by 
tidings  from  afar  of  the  dead  made  alive  and  of  the  lost  found ; 
there  has  been  joy  in  the  presence  of  God  over  many  repenting 
sinners,  and  the  song  of  the  heavenly  host  has  been  swelled  by 
these  new  trophies  and  triumphs  on  these  new  and  strange 
fields. 

In  all  these  things,  the  statistics  gathered  show  a  fivefold  in- 
crease during  the  year,  and  we  hope  and  believe  that,  in  all  that 
which  we  never  can  know  upon  earth,  the  heavenly  record,  when 
opened  on  the  great  day,  will  show  an  increase  manifold  more. 

The  statistics  of  the  year  will  be  embodied  in  this  report 
toward  the  close.     Special  attention  is  invited  to  them. 

The  Treasurer's  account  there  given  will  show  specifically  how 
the  money  received  has  been  appropriated,  and  cannot  fail  to 
impress  those  who  are  accustomed  to  observe  the  cost  of  con- 
ducting great  enterprises  of  public  interest  and  general  benevo- 
lence with  surprise,  that  so  large  an  agency  should  be  conducted 
at  a  cost  in  salaries  and  expenses  so  very  ^mall. 

The  tabular  statement  (given  in  the  same  place)  of  stores  dis- 
tributed  and  delegates  senty  if  scanned,  will  exhibit  the  large  pro- 
portion— ^far  more  than  half  of  all  the  contributions^and  services 
given  to  the  Commission — that  has  been  devoted  to  bodily  relief 
a  id  benefit.  This  and  the  two  tables  following,  each  embraces 
and  sets  forth  severally  the  work  of  the  various  branches  of  the 
Commission  and  of  the  Central  Office,  respectively  and  coUec. 
lively. 
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To  place  the  ascertained  results  of  the  year  under  the  eye  at 
a  glance,  we  present  here  the  following 

Oeneral  Summary  for  the  Year  1863. 

Cash  received  at  the  Central  Office  and  Branch  Offices  during 

the  year, $358,239  29 

Value  of  Stores  donated, 385,829  07 

Value  of  Scriptures  contributed  by  American  Bible  Society,  .  46,071  60 
Value  of  Scriptures  contributed  by  British  and  Foreign  Bible 

Society,      ....                 1,677  79 

Value  of  Railroad  facilities  contributed,         .        .        •        •  44,210  00 

Value  of  Telegraph  facilities  contributed,       •        •        .        •  9,390  00 

Value  of  Delegates'  services, 72,420  00 

Total,      •  $916,837  66 

Cash  expended  in  purchase  of  Stores,  Publications,  Expenses 

of  Delegates,  &c., $265,211  28 

Balance  on  hand  at  Central  Office,  1st  January,  1864,    •        •  43,647  41 

Balance  on  hand  at  Branch  Offices,  let  January,  1864,  .        •  49,480  60 

$368,239  29 


Christian  Ministers  and  Laymen  commissioned  to  minister  to 
men  on  Battle-fields  and  in  Camps,  Hospitals  and  Ships, 

during  year, 1,207 

Copies  of  Scriptures  distributed, •  466,716 

Hymn  and  Psalm  Books  distributed, 371,859 

Knapsack  Books  distributed, 1,254,691 

Library  Books  distributed, 39,713 

Magazines  and  Pamphlets  distributed, 120,492 

Religious  Newspapers  distributed, 2,931,469 

Pages  of  Tracts  distributed, 11,976,722 

Silent  Comforters,  &c.,  distributed, 3,286 

Boxes  shipped  to  the  field  or  shipped  at  buuic>,        .        .        .  12,648 
The  increasing  work  of  the  Commission  is  drawing  heavily  upon  the  Trea- 

•ury  from  day  to  day.    The  balance  on  hand  is  small  compared  with  the  pro- 
spective demands. 

To  understand  the  causes  of  the  amazing  success  of  the  Chris- 
tian Commil^sion,  the  necessiiy  for  such  an  agency  must  be  con- 
sidered, and  its  foundation  principles  must  be  weighed.  To 
gain  a  vivid  impression  of  its  working,  its  main  centres  of  supply 
at  home  and  most  important  fields  of  action  along  the  immense 
.  war-belt  which  encircles  the  rebellion,  must  be  visited  in  imagina- 
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tion  at  least,  and  withal  we  must  carry  with  us  through  all  our 
course  the  most  profound  sense  of  the  providence  of  God,  which 
prepared  the  church  and  the  men  for  the  work,  led  to  the  organi- 
zation of  the  Commission,  secured  the  adoption  of  its  principles, 
called  forth  the  sympathies  and  liberality  of  the  people,  pressed 
the  work  forward  in  successive  stages  of  rapid  expansion,  and 
made  each  great  event  of  the  war  and  each  new  phase  of  affairs 
a  new  impulse  of  progress. 

THE  KECESSITT  FOB  THE  CHBISTIAH  COMKISSIOH 

May  be  seen  at  a  glance,  though  it  could  not  be  measured  in  an 
age.  Hundreds  of  thousands  of  our  sons  and  brothers  had  gone 
to  the  war.  Their  hearts,  of  course,  turned  toward  home  for 
sympathy  and  relief  in  their  privations,  hardships,  and  perils. 
Our  hearts,  of  course,  went  as  strongly  out  after  them,  long- 
ing to  give  them  abundantly  the  sympathy  and  relief  tliey 
craved. 

It  was  not  enough  that  the  large  provision  of  the  Government 
should  be  supplemented  by  hospital  supplies  through  surgeons 
and  nurses.  This,  however  abundant,  would  leave  the  great 
want  still  unmet.  This  want  was  that  of  the  "living  electric 
chain  between  the  hearth  and  the  tent,"  which  could  be  meo 
only  hj  persons  from  Iiome,  with  hearts  to  sympathize,  tongues 
to  cheer,  and  hands  to  relieve;  and  the  same  persons  re- 
turning, with  their  intelligence,  their  messages,  letters,  and 
tokens  for  the  waiting  ones  at  home.  Stores,  too,  were 
wanted,  not  for  surgeons  and  nurseS,  except  in  great  emer- 
gencies; they  could  be  supplied  by  Government — and  never  did 
any  other  government  show  greater  readiness  or  ability  to 
do  it — ^but  to  fill  the  hands  of  the  delegates  from  home  with 
ample  means  of  aid  and  comfort  direct  wherever  they  should  find 
Buffering  or  need. 

The  story  of  David's  visit  to  the  army  of  King  Saul  in  his 
war  with  the  Philistines  illustrates  the  case. 

There  were  eight  brothers, — four  followed  the  king  to  the 
war;  David,  the  youngest,  returned  from  the  army,  and  was 
keeping  the  sheep.  A  great  battle  was  pending,  which  would 
decide  the  fate  of  the  nation.  The  heart  of  the  home  went 
after  the  sons  and  brothers  in  the  field,  and  after  the  prospects 
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and  welfare  of  the  army  fighting  to  save  the  country.  So  Jesse, 
the  father,  took  David  from  the  flocks  and  sent  him  to  "  look 
how  it  fares"  with  his  brothers,  and  "take  their  pledge."  Not 
empty-handed  either.  "Take,"  said  the  father,  "for  thy  bre- 
thren an  ephah  of  parched  corn"  (a  very  nice  thing  for  them 
in  the  field),  "  and  these  ten  loaves,  and  run  with  them  to  thy 
brethren,  and  carry  these  ten  cheeses  to  the  captain  of  their 
thousand."     The  colonel  was  not  forgotten. 

The  want  met  in  this  case  was  that  of  a  delegate  to  go  full- 
handed  from  the  home  to  the  field,  who  should  in  due  time 
return  again  to  the  home  with  pledges  from  the  absent  ones ; 
and,  in  passing,  it  must  not  escape  us  that  the  visit  of  the  dele- 
gate in  this  instance  was  God's  pivot  of  Israel's  preservation ; 
for  it  was  on  that  occasion  that  the  boasting  Philistine  champion 
was  slain,  the  Philistine  army  defeated  and  destroyed,  and 
Israel  saved. 

This  want  of  full-handed  delegates  from  home  is  intensified  a 
hundred  fold  when  a  great  battle  is  fought.  Day  after  day  the 
wounded  lie  in  agony  and  blood,  and,  in  the  heart-sickness  of 
hope  deferred,  await  the  slow  relief  or  the  swifter  release  by 
death,  for  want  of  just  that  personal  service  which  we  at  home 
are  abundantly  able  and  willing  to  give,  if  there  is  any  way  to 
do  it. 

Again :  there  were  other  and  greater  perils  than  those  of  life 
or  limb  to  be  guarded  against,  and  other  Uiid  greater  wants  than 
those  of  the  body  to  be  supplied.  Our  brothers  and  sons  were 
away  from  the  church  as  well  as  the  home,  and  exposed  to 
dangers  of  the  camp  as  well  as  the  battle-field,  and  withal  they 
were  running  the  extra  hazards  of  war,  walking  daily  on  the 
brink  of  death,  u  step  only  between,  and  eternity  beyond.  The 
Gospel,  in  its  power  of  salvation  for  time  and  eternity,  was  the 
greatest  want  of  all.  Therefore,  the  urgency  was  for  messengers 
of  the  church  and  the  home^  with  the  bread  of  life  in  one  hand, 
and  relief  for  suffering  in  the  other.  This  the  chaplaincy  could 
not  have  met,  even  if  it  had  been  kept  constantly  full. 

Again  :  for  its  purpose  the  governmental  provision  of  chaplain 
service  was  ample  in  the  enactment — a  chaplain  for  every  regi- 
ment— but  wholly  insufiicient  in  the  application,  not  more  than 
one  to  five  remaining  in  some  large  armies,  and  only  one  to  two 
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in  those  best  supplied,  while  the  church  is  abundantly  willing  to 
supply  this  lack  of  service  by  sending  its  ministers  from  time 
to  time,  fresh  and  frequent  from  home. 

Again :  these  hundreds  of  thousands  of  our  sons  and  brothers 
are  in  the  field  where  there  is  a  famine  of  reading  matter  (that 
is  good,  with  great  temptation  from  that  which  is  bad) ;  and  they 
feel  this  the  more  because  accustomed  to  the  greatest  abundance 
and  variety.  For  this  the  Government  makes  no  provision. 
Publishing  Societies  and  Boards,  at  best,  could  give  only  limited 
relief,  restricted  in  variety,  excellent  in  quality,  to  their  own 
publications.  Yet  the  religious  press  at  home  teems  with  abun- 
dance and  variety,  and  would  gladly  give  one-half  to  have  the 
whole  sent  to  the  army  and  navy. 

The  one  necessity  to  meet  those  great  and  various  wants, 
therefore,  was  that  of  an  agency  which  should  command  the 
confidence  of  the  Government  and  people,  secure  all  necessary 
facilities,  select  and  send  the  proper  persons  to  the  proper  places 
m  proper  numbers  and  at  proper  times,  gather  and  send  the 
requisite  stores  and  publications,  systematize  and  direct  the 
labors  and  distributions  of  the  delegates  sent,  and  duly  report 
all  to  the  public. 

THE  PRnrCIPLES  OF  THE  CHBISTIAN  COMMISSIOlf 

Are  as  broad  as  the  church  and  the  nation,  and  as  old  as  the 
Gospel  and  civil  society,  and  yet  in  their  embodiment  in  an 
organized  national  agency,  and  in  their  application  upon  the 
scale  of  armies  in  active  service,  numbering  nearly  a  million  of 
men,  and  extending  along  a  war  line  of  three  thousand  miles, 
and  of  a  navy  comprising  hundreds  of  vessels,  with  35,000  men 
afloat  and  ashore,  they  are  as  new  as  the  Commission. 

jr.  CATHOLICITY. 
II.  NATIONALITY. 

The  Church  of  Christ  of  various  names  united  in  behalf  of  the 
men  of  every  State  gone  to  the  war — a  new  thing  under  the  sun  ! 

These  principles  in  combination,  guarantee  freedom  from  sec- 
tional favoritism  in  distribution  or  sectarian  influence  in  teaching, 
and  give  breadth  of  resource  for  supply  at  home  and  power  of 
equalization  in  application  to  those  in  the  field.    By  their  action. 
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ministers  and  others  are  enlisted  from  difFcrent  denominations, 
Stores  gathered  from  all  the  people,  and  publications  secured 
from  the  religious  press,  and  all  are  sent  where  and  when  they 
are  needed,  without  flooding  one  part  to  the  neglect  of  another, 
whilst  the  defenders  of  the  nation  from  every  State  and  of  every 
denominational  preference  are  cared  for,  without  partiality. 

III.   VOLUNTARINESS. 

This  is  not  new.  It  was  old  in  the  days  of  our  Saviour  and  his 
apostles.  Their  example,  however,  gave  it  a  new  and  heavenly 
lustre,  never  equalled  before  nor  since  eclipsed,  and  still  un- 
dimmed  by  the  dust  of  centuries,  the  rust  of  ages,  or  the  rubbish 
of  infidelity. 

It  is,  however,  new  and  wonderful  in  this  new  example,  em- 
bracing all  the  members  of  the  Commission  and  its  numerous 
branches,  with  their  chief  executive  officers,  offices  and  storerooms, 
the  regulated  freedom  of  20,000  miles  of  railway,  20,000  miles 
of  telegraph,  and  of  all  Government  vessels,  the  services  of 
more  than  fifteen  hundred  Christian  ministers  and  laymen,  and 
a  large  part  of  the  immense  supplies  distributed,  all  on  the  prin- 
ciple, freely  received.,  freely  given* 

IV.  COMBINATION  OF  BENEFITS  FOB  BOBY  AND 

SOUL. 

•  The  ardent  followers  of  John  Wesley,  who  sought  and  won 
trophies  on  so  many  fields  a  hundred  years  ago,  preached  the 
Gospel  with  remarkable  results  in  the  army  of  Great  Britain. 
Their  aim  was  for  the  soul  alone. 

The  English  Florence  Nightingale — name  sweeter  than  the 
enchanting  night-song  of  her  own  English  namesake — in  her  aim 
combined  bodily  relief  with  religious  benefits.  Yet  although 
her  name  is  national,  and  her  fame  universal,  lier  work  was 
individual. 

Thousands  of  our  American  women,  also,  combine  the  two. 
Stars  they  are  in  our  nation's  firmament  in  this  night  of  war. 
A  galaxy  so  great,  that  instead  of  shining  in  single  lustre  like 
her'bf  England,  their  brilliance  blends  into  one  radiant  cloud. 
Yet  lovely  as  these  instances  are,  heroic.  Christian,  comprehen- 
sive in  aim,  and  great  in  numbers,  they  lack  the  breadth  of 
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nationality  in  organization  with  unity  of  plan  and  ubiquity  of 
presence  to  reach  all  parts  of  the  immense  field  at  once. 

The  Christian  Commission  alone,  and  the  first  since  the  world 
began,  is  a  national  agency,  embracing  man  as  mortal  yet  im- 
mortal, in  plans  of  beneficence  for  all  parts  of  an  immense  army 
and  navy  actively  engaged  in  war. 

r.  RELTAXCE  UPON  UNPAID  DELEGATES. 

Th^  system  adopted  eighteen  hundred  years  ago  by  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  was  in  principle  the  same.  He  selected  and  sent 
forth  men  full  of  faith  and  the  Holy  Ghost,  men  so  loving  the 
world  as  to  be  willing  to  leave  their  homes  and  go  without  fee  or 
reward  to  bear  the  glad  tidings  of  a  Saviour  to  the  lost,  and 
carrying  with  them  their  relief  for  the  sick  and  the  suffering  in 
the  Divine  power  of  miracles  for  all  maladies. 

But  in  a  ns^ional  organization,  and  in  application  to  a  vast 
army  and  navy  engaged  in  active  hostilities,  thi§  principle  is 
new. 

From  the  national  capital  around  the  whole  war  circle,  the 
entire  length  of  the  AUeghanies  and  the  great  western  rivers 
down  to  the  Crescent  City,  and  around,  up  again,  all  along  the 
coast  back  to  the  national  capital,  delegates  of  the  Christian 
Commission  are  at  work,  in  the  apostolic  spirit,  for  the  apostolic 
pay.  Armed,  it  is  true,  not  with  the  power  of  miracles  for  all 
maladies,  but  with  both  stores  and  publications  for  all  wants  of 
body  and  mind. 

VI.   PERSONAL  DISTRIBUTION  WITH  PERSONAL 
MINISTRA  TIONS. 

Stores  given — never  if  the  soldier  is  under  the  surgeon* 8  care 
wUJwut  his  consent  and  counsel,  but  always  if  possible  directly 
from  the  delegate  to  the  soldier,  and  always  adding  such  personal 
service  to  the  value  of  the  gift  as  may  be  needed. 

Is  the  gift  a  shirt,  drawers  and  socks  for  the  soldier  wounded 
or  sick  ?     Wash  him  first,  and  then  put  them  on !  • 

Is  it  a  bed  ?  make  it  up  in  order^and  tenderly  place  him  on  it ! 

Is  it  only  a  blanket  ?  wrap  him  in  it ! 

Is  it  some  delicacy  for  the  sick,  or  coffee  or  soup  for  the  worn 
or  the  wounded,  or  a  meal  for  the  hungry  wayfarer  ?     Prepare 
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it  nicely  and  serve  it !  The  reward  will  come  when  in  heaven 
the  table  shall  be  spread,  and  the  King  of  kings  shall  come  forth 
and  serve  you. 

Enhance  the  value  of  both  gifts  and  services  by  kind  words 
to  the  soldier  as  a  man,  not  a  machine ;  as  a  man  beloved  for  his 
heroic  devotion  to  the  Union,  not  despised  as  mere  hireling  food 
for  powder  and  shot.  Set  his  heart  all  aglow  with  thoughts  of 
the  loving  ones  at  home,  who  send  the  gifts  and  send  the  dele- 
gates to  give  them,  and  who  wait  for  tidings  and  pray  f^v  the 
soldiers,  and  *  long  for  the  time  when,  the  war  ended,  peace 
restored,  the  Union  saved,  liberty  achieved,  republican  govern- 
ment rescued  and  guaranteed,  the  soldiers  shall  be  welcomed 
back  again,  and  the  unsullied,  coming  forth  like  pure  gold  from 
the  crucible,  shall  be  loved  and  trusted  as  long  as  they  live,  and 
honored  long  after  they  are  dead  as  the  heroes  who  helped  to 
save  the  nation  ! 

Then  when  good  gifts  and  kind  words  and  deeds  have  made 
their  impress,  and  the  soldier  exclaims,  "  Well,  this  is  religion  !*' 
and  says,  "  Tell  me  all  about  it,  how  I  can  become  a  real  Chris- 
tian?" then  tell  him  of  Jesus,  his  love,  his  sacrifice  for  sin, 
his  power  to  save,  his  abundant  grace,  his  readiness  to  pardon, 
his  perfect  righteousness,  all,  all  the  sinner's  own  by  simple  faith, 
and  induce  him  to  accept  of  the  unspeakable  gift,  and  let  the 
news  of  a  sinner  saved  ascend  on  angel  wing  to  give  new  joy  in 
the  presence  of  God  above,  and  let  it  go  home  to  fill  the  waiting, 
longing  hearts  of  loving  ones  with  glad  surprise,  and  there  also 
awaken  the  inquiry  for  the  way  of  life,  and  bring  others  to 
repentance. 

Then  go  stand  in  the  chapel-tent,  with  its  red,  white,  and  blue 
flag  afloat  above  it,  inscribed 
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crowded  inside  and  around  by  men  who  have  learned  to  reve- 
rence religion  from  such  fruits,  and  there  proclaim  the  Gospel  of 
peace  to  these  men  of  war,  preach  Jesus  and  eternal  life  to  these 
bronzed,  battle-scarred  heroes  of  many  hairbreadth  escapes, 
who  know  that  there  is  but  a  step  between  them  and  death,  and 
oh  how  they  listen !  How  their  breasts  heave  and  tears  course 
their  cheeks ! 

ril.  CO'OrEBATIOX. 

1.  With  Chaplains. — The  chaplaincy  is  the  governmental 
provision  for  the  Christian  care  and  culture  of  the  army  and  navy. 
It  is  right  and  worthy  of  a  Christian  nation.  An  enormous 
wrong  would  have  been  done  if  the  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
our  sons  and  brothers  had  been  called  out  from  our  Christian 
homes  and  churches,  and  exposed  to  the  perils  of  camp  and 
battle,  without  all  possible  provision  for  their  preservation  from 
demoralization  and  destruction,  and  for  their  present  and  eternal 
salvation. 

A  chaplain  for  every  regiment  was  ample,  the  best  provision 
that  Congress  could  make.  The  appointments,  too,  were  made 
with  sincere  desire  generally  to  carry  out  the  beneficent  design 
of  Congress.  That  some  unworthy  men  should  seek  and  secure 
appointment,  is  not  strange. 

That  some  good  men,  impelled  to  enlist  by  true  patriotism 
and  piety,  should  find  themselves,  either  from  want  of  adapta- 
tion on  their  part  or  want  of  support  on  the  part  of  the  men  and 
officers  of  their  regiments,  in  false  position,  and  be  obliged  to 
abandon  it,  is  quite  natural ;  that  the  unworthy  ones  should 
disgrace;  their  office  by  unworthy  courses,  and  that  weak  ones 
should  be  overcome  and  degenerate  into  habits  of  vice  and  crime, 
and  that  these  instances  should  be  seized  upon  as  food  for  scan- 
dal, and  be  trumpeted  to  the  ends  of  the  world,  was  matter  of 
course.  So,  also,  was  the  sifting  process,  by  which  the  number 
should  decrease  and  the  quality  improve. 

Failure  of  some  in  power  of  endurance,  exposed  as  they  are 
to  vicissitudes,  hardships,  and  privations,  and  of  others  in  power 
of  purpose  to  hold  on  to  the  end  of  the  war,  could  not  fail  to 
reduce  the  number  still  more. 

But  for  ilie  Christian  Commission,  on  account  of  these  things, 
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to  have  endeavored  to  supplant  and  supersede  the  remaining 
chaplains,  who  had  stood  the  test  and  kept  on  their  course,  would 
have  been  unwise,  unpatriotic,  and  unchristian.  To  meet  the 
deficiency  of  chaplain  service  as  far  as  possible  by  its  delegate 
system,  and  to  aid  the  tried  and  noble  men  who,  through  all 
perils,  hindrances,  and  hardships,  still  remain  to  serve  God  and 
our  country  to  the  end  of  the  war  by  supplying  them  with  Scrip- 
tures, Hymns  and  Psalms,  and  the  best  issues  of  the  religious 
press  in  every  form,  fresh,  frequent,  and  copious  as  possible,  is 
both  wise,  patriotic,  and  Christian. 

The  idea,  however,  that  this  work  of  supplementing  and  sup- 
plying the  chaplaincy,  is  or  ought  to  be  the  main  work  of  the 
Christian  Commission,  is  extremely  contracted,  and  would  reduce 
the  sphere  of  the  Commission  from  that  of  a  great  national, 
religious,  and  relief  agency  between  the  people,  the  church,  the 
home,  the  press,  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  army  and  navy  on  the 
other,  to  that  of  little  more  than  a  mere  receiving  and  distribu- 
ting agency  between  publishing  establishments  and  chaplains. 
With  these  facts  in  view,  co-operation  with  chaplains  has  been  a 
steadfast  principle  with  the  Commission  from  the  first.  Help 
has  never  been  sought  in  vain  within  the  boundaries  of  our 
objects  and  means  by  any  chaplain ;  nor  will  it  ever  be. 

2.    CO-OPERATION  WITH  SURQEONS,  OFFICERS,  AND  CHRISTIAN 

Men. — God  has  called  more  noble  Christians  forth  into  the  ser- 
vice of  the  Union  than  ever  before  engaged  in  any  one  war  upon 
earth.  Scarcely  a  church  or  Sabbath  school  in  the  land  is  with- 
out its  representatives  in  the  war.  Some  congregations  have 
given  whole  companies  and  more.  Young  Men's  Christian  Asso- 
ciations have  given  regiments  in  one  or  two  instances,  apd  large 
numbers  in  very  many.  Pastors  have  gone  with  the  young  men 
of  some  congregations,  leaving  behind  few  besides  the  old  men 
and  children  with  the  women.  Men  have  enlisted  just  as  Howard 
procured  his  own  arrest  and  incarceration  in  the  dungeon,  to  be 
able  to  do  good,  and  as  Martyn  went  to  India  to  win  souls  to 
Jesus. 

Nothing  can  delight  these  noble  men,  whether  surgeons, 
oflScers,  or  soldiers,  more  than  to  be  helped  to  the  very  thing 
they  need  at  the  time  and  place  they  need  it,  to  enable  them  to 
relieve  suffering,  save  life,  and  win  souls  to  the  Red>  cmer ;  and 
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nothing  can  please  the  GommisBion  better  than  to  give  these 
brethren  beloved  the  help  they  crave  just  when  and  where  they 
want  it. 

One  more  mnst  complete  this  specification  of  foundation 
principles,  viz. : 

nil.  BESrECT  FOB  AUTHOBITIES. 

Before  entering  upon  its  work,  the  names,  organization,  pur* 
poses,  and  plans  of  the  Commission,  were  laid  before  the  Presi- 
dent, the  Secretaries  of  War  and  of  the  Navy,  the  General-in- 
Chief,  and  the  Surgeon-GeneraJ,  and  their  approbation  received. 

In  each  military  department,  general  hospital,  permanent  camp 
and  separate  post  or  station,  the  consent  and  counsel  of  those 
in  command  have  been  sought  and  obtained  at  the  threshold. 

Delegates  are  strictly  enjoined,  in  the  prosecution  of  their 
religious  duties,  to  offer  every  possible  assistance  to  chaplains, 
but  never  to  intrude  uninvited  upon  their  proper  domain.  And 
in  their  work  of  ministering  to  the  health  and  comfort  of  those 
under  medical  treatment  and  care,  to  do  nothing  without  in- 
structions from  the  surgeons  in  charge,  and  in  all  great  emer- 
gencies on.  the  battle-ground,  or  in  the  field  hospital,  or  at  points 
where  the  wounded  are  to  be  fed  and  cared  for,  during  their  re- 
moval from  the  front,  always  to  report  themselves  to  the  medi- 
cal director  or  surgeon  in  charge,  and  place  themselves  under 
his  instructions  for  just  that  service  which  will  most  effectually 
aid  him  in  the  work  of  relieving  and  saving  our  wounded  heroes. 

And  here  let  it  be  said  to  the  praise  of  those  in  authority, 
that  the  Christian  Commission  has  been  greatly  assisted  in  its 
work,  by  the  timely,  wise  and  generous  counsels  and  conduct  of 
generals  in  the  field,  surgeons,  officers  and  chaplains  ;  to  whom 
we  and  our  country  owe  not  only  the  meed  of  praise  but  a  debt 
of  gratitude  and  love. 

These  then, — Catholicity,  Nationality,  Voluntariness, 
Combination  of  Benefits  for  Body  and  Soul,  Rblianob 

UPON  UNPAID  DbLEQATRS,  PERSONAL  DISTRIBUTION  WITH  PER- 
SONAL Ministrations,  Co-operation  with  Chaplains,  Sur^ 
OEOHS,  Officers  and  Christian  men,  and  Respect  for 
Authoritibs,  are  the  foundation  principles  of  the  United  States 
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Christian  Commission,  which  we  are  to  see  in  play  as  we  go  to 
its  principal  centres  of  supply  at  home  and  fields  of  action  at  the 
seat  of  war. 

Above  all  these  principles  of  action,  hovering  over  and  coming 
down  upon  the  heads  and  hearts  of  ministers,  churches,  people 
and  delegates,  like  the  Pentecostal  breath  of  heaven,  baptizing 
them  with  fire,  is  the  threefold  inspiration  of  love  for  the  country, 
the  soldiers  and  the  Saviour.  It  is  this  which  gives  the  tongue 
of  fire  to  those  who  speak,  the  soul  of  bounty  to  those  who  give, 
the  apostolic  spirit  to  those  who  serve  without  pay,  the  tireless 
energy  to  those  who  work ;  which  writes  Holiness  to  the  Lord  on 
the  bells  of  the  "  iron  horse,"  and  upon  the  wires  of  the  light- 
ning messenger,  and  over  all  throws  the  halo  of  the  millennial 
dawn,  harbinger  of  the  long-expected  day. 

SOURCES  AND  CENTRES  OF  SUPPLY. 

Inspired  by  this  love  for  the  country,  the  soldiers  and  the 
Saviour,  and  impressed  by  these  principles  of  the  Commission, 
the  goodwill  of  the  people  has  spontaneously  supplied  men, 
money  and  stores.  The  artesian  shaft  of  war,  sunk  far  down 
by  the  hand  of  the  Great  Artificer,  has  penetrated  the  deeper 
stratum  of  Christian  sympathy,  and  the  abundant  waters  of 
beneficence  come  gushing  forth  in  copious  crystal  streams. 
The  Christian  Commission  has  had  no  organ  to  embody  and  make 
known  its  work  and  its  wants.  The  thought  of  having  one  was 
entertained,  weighed  and  abandoned  in  favor  of  the  public  press, 
religious  and  secular,  which,  unbought  and  free,  has  been  our 
willing  and  sufficient  voice  to  the  world. 

Few  documents  have  been  issued,  and  these«sent  to  few  except 
those  who  sought  them,  yet  enough  to  fill  many  volumes  has 
gone  to  the  public  by  the  voluntary  action  of  the  press. 

No  paid  agency  system  has  been  adopted  for  the  field  of  supply. 
Delegates  returning  from  the  seat  of  war  have  added  their  volun-- 
tary  testimony  and  service  at  home  to  their  voluntary  work  in  the 
field,  and  there  never  was  such  another  agency  to  move  the  people. 
In  two  or  three  instances  indeed,  returned  delegates,  under  the 
pressure  of  constant  and  earnest  demand  for  them  to  address  public 
meetings,  have  been  retained.  Scarcely  an  exception  this  to  the 
general  principle.  Necessary  sustenance  has  been  the  rule  of  com- 
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pensation,  and  this  largely  met  by  special  tipontaneous  provision 
outside  the  general  contributions  to  the  Commission.  Without  an 
agency  and  without  an  organ  to  urge  them,  the  noblest  and  best 
people  of  the  nation  have,  in  their  various  centres,  organized  as 
committees  and  acted  as  local  Christian  Commissions,  and  as 
branches  of  the  General  Commission,  appointed  their  oflScers, 
opened  their  offices  and  storerooms,  and  issued  their  manifestoes. 
And  the  people,  without  drumming  up,  have  sent  in  their  money 
and  stores  to  these  various  centres  of  supply,  which  in  turn  have 
poured  in  their  streams  into  the  general  work  of  the  Commission. 

Ministers  and  laymen,  full  of  desire  to  give  more  than  influence 
and  money  at  home,  have  oflFered  themselves  at  various  centres, 
and  gone,  under  the  auspices  of  th6  Commission,  to  all  parts  of 
the  great  war-belt,  to  do  work,  with  head,  heart,  tongue  and 
hands,  never  dreamed  of  at  home,  and  which  no  money  could 
have  hired  them  to  do,  work  which  only  such  men  so  moved  ever 
could  have  done. 

Meetings  have  been  called  for,  and  speakers  knowing  the  work 
and  plans  of  the  Commission  sent  for,  from  places  far  and  near, 
not  from  idle  curiosity,  but  from  liberal  burning  desire  to  have 
men  enlisted  and  money  contributed. 

No  outside  means,  or  indirect  appliances,  combining  personal 
pleasure  with  public  beneficence,  to  draw  money  which  would 
not  be  given  directly,  have  been  resorted  to. 

It  is  truly  wonderful  how  freely  and  generously  the  streams 
have  flowed  in.  Twice  on  Thanksgiving  days,  the  first  without 
timely  notice  to  afibrd  general  concert  of  action,  the  people  have 
by  their  contributions  made  their  Thank  Offerings  through 
the  Commission,  the  second  alone  amounting  to  nearly  ninety 

THOUSAND  DOLLARS. 

Twice  in  the  City  of  Boston,— once  for  the  Wounded  of 
Gbttysburg  and  again  for  the  Union  Prisoners  in  Rich- 
mond—E.  8.  Tobey,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Young  Men*8  Chris- 
tian Association,  and  ex-President  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  and 
C.  Demond,  Esq.,  of  the  Commission,  sat  at  a  table,  in  the  Mer- 
chants' Exchange,  to  receive  the  free  offerings  of  the  people, 
and  without  personal  solicitation  over  forty  thousand  dollars 
was  bestowed. 

While  our  brave  men  were  sweltering  before  Charleston  in  the 
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extreme  heat  of  sum'tner,  and  our  fellow-citizens  seeking  com- 
fort and  health  at  the  Springs  and  elsewhere,  the  occasion  of 
our  meetings  at  Saratoga  was  seized  upon  by  the  Chairman  of 
the  Commission,  assisted  by  Governor  Morgan  of  New  York, 
to  present  at  the  dinner  tables  of  the  hotels,  the  appeal  which 
had  come  np  from  Charleston  for  ice.  The  result  was  voluntary 
contributions  of  near  four  thousand  dollars,  invested,  sent  for- 
ward, received,  and  hearty  thanks  returned  therefor. 

The  City  of  Providence,  where  no  appeal  had  before  been 
made,  responded  to  the  call  of  the  chairman  and  Rev.  George 
J.  Mingins  for  the  Commission,  by  the  subscription  of  nearly 
seven  thousand  dollars  within  a  few  days. 

Pottsville,  at  the  first  presentation  of  the  work  of  the  Com- 
mission by  Rev.  Dr.  Patterson,  of  Chicago,  and  I(ev.  C.  P. 
Lyford  from  Camp  Convalescent,  gave  near  three  thousand 
dollars,  and  subsequently  volunteered  to  supply  coal  through 
the  Chairman  of  the  Commission  to  the  families  of  soldiers 
deceased,  disabled,  or  away  to  the  war.  And  the  Reading  Rail- 
road Company  has  given  free  transportation  for  it  all. 

Columbia,  Pa.,  without  an  appeal  from  any  one,  volunteered 
a  handsome  subscription. 

Philadelphia,  at  a  single  public  Union  meeting  in  the  Church 
of  the  Epiphany,  gave  twelve  thousand  dollars. 

Of  all  this  spontaneous  liberality  the  most  remarkable  features 
remain  yet  to  be  mentioned. 

Hotels^ — and  these  amongst  the  best  in  our  cities,  have  opened 
their  doors  to  the  members  and  delegates  of  the  Christian  Com- 
mission, free  of  all  charge.  The  Burnet  House,  Cincinnati,  the 
Lindell  House  and  Barnum*s  Hotel,  St.  Louis,  have  received 
them  as  guests,  without  charge,  and  given  unsolicited  but  most 
gratifying  assurance  of  their  purpose  to  continue  to  do  so.  And 
the  Continental,  in  Philadelphia,  after  entertaining  the  gentle- 
men from  all  parts  of  the  country,  for  days,  in  attendance  upon 
our  meetings  in  October,  when  called  upon  for  the  amount  of 
their  bill,  which  would  have  been  nearly  two  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars,  sent  a  kind  note,  saying,  they  begged  to  contribute  it 
as  their  mite  toward  the  great  and  good  work.  Other  hotels 
may  have  done  similar  things,  without  its  having  been  reported 
to  us. 
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Telegraph  CampanieSy — ^haye  given  facilities  of  inestimable 
rake,  without  charge.  Early  in  our  history,  Col.  E.  S.  Sanford, 
President  of  the  American  Telegraph  Company,  of  his  own  ac- 
eord,  addressed  a  kind  and  polite  note  to  the  Chairman  of  the 
Christian  Commission,  stating  the  fact,  that  he  had  then  already 
giyen  orders  to  the  offices  of  his  Company  in  the  different  cities, 
to  make  no  charge  for  the  transmission  of  official  despatches  on 
business  of  the  Commission. 

Nearly  all  the  other  companies  in  the  loyal  States  subse- 
quently gare  the  Commission  the  regnlated  freedom  of  their 
lines,  measuring  in  the  aggregate  not  less  than  twenty  thon- 
sand  miles, — a  most  substantial  and  essential  contribution,  worth, 
at  cash  value,  many  thousands  of  dollars  a  year,  and  in  its 
general  influence,  worth  many  times  over  more  than  the  value 
m  money. 

Railroad  OompanieSy — ^have  given  their  facilities  with  equal 
cheerfulness.  More  than  twelve  hundred  delegates  have  been 
passed  over  the  railways  to  the  seat  of  war  and  home  again 
during  the  year,  without  charge.  Some  of  them  all  the  way 
from  Bangor  and  beyond,  in  Maine,  to  Chattanooga,  in  Tennessee. 
Passes  have  been  given  to  members  of  the  Commission  and  of  its 
Tarious  branches,  and  to  its  returned  delegates  and  others  going 
out  to  hold  meetings,  and  stores  and  publications  have  been 
transported,  either  entirely  free,  or  at  greatly  reduced  rates.  It 
can  be  no  longer  said  with  truth,  that  corporations  are  bodies 
without  souls.  We  have  the  most  substantial  evidence  that  they 
may  be  and  are  governed  by  the  noblest  principles,  and  the  most 
generous  impulses. 

When  the  historian  comes  to  write  the  history  we  are  now 
making,  that  of  the  railway  benevolence  and  patriotism  of  this 
war  will  form  one  of  the  interesting  and  remarkable  features  of 
the  times,  and  there  are  names  amongst  those  who  have  con- 
trolled the  affairs  of  the  various  companies  which  will  shine  with 
no  mean  lustre  when  their  deeds  shall  be  told. 

Pre-eminent  in  amount  and  most  precious  in  kind  have  been 
Ae  contributions  of  the  American  Bible  Society,— 466,715  copies 
of  the  Scriptures,  entire  or  in  portions,  amounting  in  value  to 
$45,071  60,  within  the  year.  It  is  a  matter  of  ceaseless  grati- 
tude that  God  has  provided  such  a  source  of  benefit  and  blessing 
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to  our  brave  men  for  this  the  time  of  their  need,  and  given  its 
management,  into  the  hands  of  men  so  true  to  their  trust,  yet  so 
ready  for  the  emergency. 

Elsewhere  in  this  report  will  be  found  interesting  papers,  giving 

accounts  in  detail  of  several  extraordinary  contributions, — that 

of  a  lady  in  England  through  the  President  of  the  United  States, 

that  of  the  men  at  sea  on  board  of  the  man-of-war  Pocahontas, 

*  and  that  of  the  missionaries  in  India. 

These  are  a  few  instances  only  of  the  vast  number,  all  of 
which  taken  together  form  one  of  the  noblest  illustrations  of 
spontaneous  Christian  benevolence  that  the  world  has  ever 
witnessed. 

If  ever  there  was  heart-work  pare  and  unmingled,  on  a  scale 
of  national  Christian  bounty  and  enterprise,  we  have  it  in  the 
action  of  the  people  through  the  Christian  Commission  to  the 
heroes,  fighting,  suffering,  falling  for  the  country. 

DIVISION  OF  THE  JPIELS. 

To  give  satisfactory  definiteness  of  object  and  to  increase 
interest  and  efficiency  in  the  various  centres  of  supply  at  home, 
to  give  greater  thoroughness  and  breadth  to  the  work  in  the 
army  and  navy,  and  also  to  distribute  the  burdens  and  equalize 
the  rewards  of  our  labor,  the  field  has  been  divided  as  follows : 

To  the  New  York  Committee  of  the  United  States  Chris- 
tian Commission  has  been  assigned, — 

1.  The  navy  entire,  except  the  local  work  in  navy  yards  and 
on  vessels  in  port  in  the  localities  of  other  committees. 

2.  The  military  departments  along  the  Atlantic  seaboard, 
from  New  York  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  inclusive. 

The  field  assigned  is  vast,  embracing  not  less  than  a  fourth 
of  the  entire  national  forces,  peculiar  both  as  comprising  the 
navy  and  the  southern  seaboard,  difficult  because  distant,  and 
expensive  because  so  much  time  and  money  must  be  consumed 
by  delegates  going  and  returning. 

In  addition  to  the  entire  expenses  of  their  own  field,  the  Com- 
mittee has  added  to  the  receipts  of  the  general  treasury  and  to 
the  means  of  the  general  work. 

To  the  Maryland  Committee,  Baltimore,  was  assigned 
the  State  of  Maryland,  with  the  localities  along  the  Baltimore 
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and  Ohio  Railway  to  the  western  line  of  the  State.  A  field 
abundant  in  work,  but  limited  in  supply. 

Its  proximity  to  the  seat  of  war  and  subjection  to  occasional 
invasion ;  its  fortifications  in  the  vicinity  of  Baltimore  and  Har- 
per's Ferry,  and  numerous  guard  stations  along  the  great  rail- 
ways ;  its  great  permanent  camps  and  many  hospitals  ;  its  mili- 
tary prisons,  and  the  moving  tides  of  soldiers,  sick,  wounded 
and  well,  passing  and  repassing  through, — make  Maryland  one 
of  the  great  fields  of  the  Christian  Commission,  and  with  home  re- 
sources limited  by  the  chilling  influence  of  an  unsympathizing 
element,  and  with  less  aid  from  abroad  than  could  have  been  de- 
sired, the  Committee  has  done  an  amount  of  good  most  surprising 
and  gratifying. 

Their  report,  which  will  be  found  in  its  proper  place,  gives  the 
principal  features  and  general  results  of  their  work ;  but  to  see 
it  in  more  full  proportions  their  voluminous  report,  published 
last  autumn,  must  be  examined. 

To  the  Washington  Committee  was  assigned  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac,  the  District  of  Columbia  and  Northern  Virginia 
adjacent.  To  which,  for  convenience,  the  military  prison  at 
Point  Lookout,  with  its  guard  station,  and  the  great  dismounted 
cavalry  camp — Stoneman — in  Maryland,  have  been  added. 

The  surpassing  interest  of  their  field  may  be  judged  from 
the  fact,  that  at  one  of  its  stations.  Camp  Convalescent,  alone, 
more  than  one  thousand  hopeful  conversions  have  occurred 
daring  the  year.  What  a  parish,  and  what  a  work  !  But  Jto 
be  surveyed  in  its  amazing  details,  both  of  stations,  work  and 
results,  the  spirited  and  intensely  interesting  reports  of  the 
Committee  and  its  missionary,  together  with  the  clear  and 
graphic  report  of  the  general  field  agent  of  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac,  must  be  carefully  read.  The  history  of  the  world  may 
be  challenged  to  furnish  a  parallel  to  the  grand  and  glorious 
work  therein  exhibited. 

To  the  Committees  of  Pittsburg,  Cincinnati,  In- 
dianapolis  and  Louisville,  jointly,  was  assigned  the  De- 
partments^ of  the  Ohio  and  of  the  Cumbmland,  since  merged  in 
the  grand  Denartment  of  the  Mississippi; 

A  great  neld !  a  field  of  great  armies,  great  battles,  great 
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emergencies  and  necessities,  and  of  a  great  work  by  the  Chris- 
tian Commission! 

A  little  reluctant,  and  unlike  the  great  West,  a  little  slow  to 
organize  and  undertake,  these  Committees,  having  measured 
their  opportunity,  have  entered  into  the  work  with  a  spirit  of 
energy  and  enterprise  worthy  of  the  great  West,  as  will  be 
abundantly  evident  from  their  several  reports,  together  with  that 
of  the  "Work  in  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland." 

And  here  again,  History  may  be  challenged  for  any  parallel  in 
all  her  annals. 

To  the  Committees  of  St  Louis,  Chicago,  Peoria, 
Detroit  and  Milwaukie,  jointly,  the  Departments  of  Mis- 
souri and  Tennessee,  together  with  all  west  and  south  to  the 
northern  line  of  the  Gulf  Department,  have  been  assigned. 

The  Department  of  Tennessee  has,  like  those  of  the  Ohio  and 
Cumberland,  been  since  merged  by  the  Government  in  General 
Grant's  great  department,  but  this  does  not  affect  the  fields  as 
assigned.  By  tracing  the  lines  of  this  field,  along  the  great 
sweep  of  the  Mississippi  and  its  eastern  side  tributaries,  south 
to  the  line  of  the  Gulf  Department  and  west  to  Texas,  and  north 
and  east  to  include  Arkansas  and  Missouri,  and  by  resting  the 
eye  upon  the  bloody  and  brilliant  fields  of  Shiloh,  Corinth,  Mem- 
phis, Helena,  Arkansas  Post,  and  the  scenes  of  General  Grant's 
glorious  campaign,  Vicksburg  included,  without  stopping  to  see 
the  scores  of  other  places  of  heroic  and  sanguinary  interest,  some 
idea  of  the  field  in  its  immensity  and  intensity  may  be  gained. 

The  reports  given,  graphic,  full  and  truthful  as  they  are,  con- 
vey but  a  faint  impression  to  the  casual  reader  of  the  woric  done 
and  the  good  accomplished. 

The  Army  Committee  of  the  Toimg  Men's  Chris- 
tian Association  of  Boston,  and  others  not  having  special 
fields  assigned  them,  contribute  to  the  general  treasury,  and  aid 
in  the  general  work  of  the  United  States  Christian  Commission 
through  the  General  Executive  Committee,  which  has  the  freedom 
and  oversight  of  all  fields. 

And  all  Committees  are  specially  charged  with  whatever  army 
and  navy  work  there  may  be  for  them  to  do  ii^  their  various 
localities. 
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The  general  plan  of  organization  for  the  systematic  prosecu- 
tion of  our  army  work  is  as  follows  : 

1.  A  division  of  the  entire  army  into  convenient  fields,  and 
the  appointment  of  permanent  field  agents  for  the  fields  desig- 
nated. The  fields  are  not  always  coincident  in  boundaries  with 
miUtary  departments,  but  suited  rather  to  the  convenience  and 
nece^itieB  of  Christian  Commission  work.  All  east  of  the  Alle- 
ghanies  and  west  of  the  coast  departments,  are  thrown  into  one 
general  field.  This  field  embraces  the  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
the  hospitals  and  defences  of  Washington,  and  the  great  perma- 
nent camps  in  that  vicinity,  the  Upper  Potomac  and  country 
adjacent,  and  the  hospitals,  camps,  fortifications,  guard  stations, 
ftc,  of  Maryland. 

This  field  is  placed  under  the  supervision  of  one  general  field 
agent,  John  A.  Cole,  Esq.,  with  the  assistance  of  two  field  agents, 
C.  W.  Jenkms  and  Rev.  B.  F.  Williams* 

The  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  and  the  various  camps,  hos- 
pitals, and  military  stations  connected  with  it,  from  Louisville 
south,  form  a  second  field,  under  the  superintendence  of  Rev. 
Edward  P.  Smith,  who  commenced  his  work  as  a  delegate  of 
the  Commission  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  assisted  for  several 
months  by  Rev.  Henry  Powers,  of  Massachusetts,  who  took 
entire  charge  of  the  work  while  Mr.  Smith  went  to  Vicksburg 
to  organise  there;  and  afterwards  by  Rev.  Benjamin  Parsons, 
of  Connecticut,  who  was  the  acting  field  agent  during  the  ab- 
sence of  Mr.  Smith  on  a  visit  east. 

The  Department  of  the  Ohio,  embracing  the  army  formerly 
commanded  by  General  Burnside,  now  by  General  Foster,  and 
the  camps,  posts,  hospitals,  &c.,  in  its  connection,  form  a  third 
field,  under  charge  of  J.  R.  Miller,  Esq.,  formerly  a  field  agent 
imder  Mr.  Cole  in  his  general  field. 

The  command  of  General  Hurlbut,  and  the  hospitals,  posts, 

tc.,  on  the  Mississippi  and  Arkansas  rivers,  having  Memphis  for 

their  most  convenient  depot  of  supply,  form  the  fourth  field, 

mder  care  of  E.  A.  Burnell,  Esq.,  as  field  agent. 

The  forces,  hospitals,  posts,  &;c.,  in  Missouri,  and  the  region 
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convenient  to  St.  Louis,  as  an  immediate  centre  of  supply,  form 
the  fifth  field,  under  Rev.  Shepherd  Wells,  as  field  agent. 

The  work  amongst  the  forces,  and  in  the  hospitals,  posts,  &c., 
at  Vicksburg  and  vicinity,  is  under  the  care  of  Wm.  C.  Black, 
Esq.,  local  agent  at  Vicksburg. 

The  Mississippi,  from  Port  Hudson  down,  together  with  the 
Gulf  Department,  and  the  departments  along  the  Atlantic  coast, 
from  Norfolk  to  Florida  inclusive,  have  a  system  of  organization 
difiering  somewhat  from  that  of  the  departments  embraced  in 
the  several  fields  designated  above,  and  come  immediately  under 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  New  York  Branch  of  the  United  States 
Christian  Commission. 

To  avoid  the  possibility  of  misapprehension,  it  is  proper  to 
state  here  that,  in  each  of  the  fields  specified  above,  the  various 
branches  of  the  Commission  to  whom  the  various  fields  are 
assigned,  as  specified  under  the  head  of  *'  Division  of  the  Field," 
not  only  have  immediate  charge  of  supplying  their  several  fields, 
but  are  also  the  advisory  bodies  with  whom  the  field  agents 
counsel  and  co-operate.  The  appointment  and  control  of  all 
permanent  agents,  field  and  local,  rests  with  the  General  Execu- 
tive Committee  of  the  United  States  Christian  Commission. 

2.  Christian  Commission  stations  are  organized  and  sustained 
at  such  places  as  required  in  all  these  fields, — one  at  each  centre 
of  supply  and  distribution,  each  great  permanent  camp,  each 
large  cluster  of  hospitals,  each  gathering  and  stopping  place  on 
the  line  leading  to  the  army,  and  each  great  army  centre. 

Each  station,  if  complete,  has  its  store-room  or  tent  for  hos- 
pital supplies  and  reading  matter;  free  reading  room;  free 
writing  table,  supplied  with  stationery ;  subsistence  and  sleep- 
ing tents  or  apartments ;  place  or  places  for  religious  services, 
together  with  its  surrounding  field,  whether  of  hospitals,  camps, 
barracks,  or  whatever  demanding  labor  and  supply ;  and  each 
one  is  manned  with  a  station  agent  and  delegates  in  such  num- 
bers as  circumstances  permit  or  require.  The  stations  are 
established  and  conducted  under  supervision  of  the  field  agent, 
and  all  delegates  in  the  several  fields  are  assigned  to  stations 
also  by  hihi. 

The  battle-field  of  Gettysburg  gave  rise  for  the  time  to  a 
work  so  distinct  as  to  form  a  field  by  itself,  not  independent  of 
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the  general  field  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  but  very  much 
isolated,  and  requiring  specific  organization  SL^d  separate  prose- 
cation. 

The  general  field  agent,  after  following  the  army  for  three 
weeks  on  horseback  night  and  day,  and  taking  every  precau- 
tionary and  preparatory  measure  to  have  the  corps  of  delegates 
and  field  agents,  with  ample  battle-field  stores  on  the  field  for 
the  instant  relief  of  those  who  might  fall  in  the  conflicl,  felt 
constrained,  after  the  battle,  when  the  army  marched  in  pursuit 
of  the  enemy,  to  follow  it  on  toward  the  Potomac,  where  another 
and  perhaps  more  terrible  engagement  was  confidently  expected. 

The  organization  for  the  Gettysburg  work  was  as  follows : 

Field  agent,  P.  E.  Shearer,  Esq.,  formerly  local  agent  at 
Washington. 

Assistant  field  agent  and  field  inspector.  Rev.  E.  P.  Williams, 

Disbursing  agent,  J.  R.  Miller,  Esq. 

Mr.  Williams  and  Mr.  Shearer  were  already  field  agents  in 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac  before. 

Receiving  agent,  R.  G.  McCreary,  Esq.,  of  Gettysburg. 

These  agents  were  assisted  by  several  others,  whilst  the  great 
work  was  done  by  the  three  hundred  and  more  delegates  from  all 
parts  of  the  country- 

As  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  general  account  of  the 
**  work  at  Gettysburg  "  embodied  in  this  report,  this  large  corps 
of  delegates  was  divided  into  companies, — a  captain  appointed 
over  eacb  company,  and  a  specific  field  assigned  to  each  out 
somewhere  in  some  portion  of  the  extended  field  of  blood,  where 
each  had  its  tent  or  station  in  connection  generally  with  some 
army  corps  hospitaL 
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The  month  of  January,  186S,  found  the  Army  of  the  Potomac 
on  the  east  bank  of  the  Rappahannock,  opposite  the  heights  of 
Fredericksburg,  where,  a  few  days  before,  thousands  of  its  strong 
men  had  gone  down  in  battle.  The  rains  of  winter  were  falling, 
and  the  cold  north  wind  incited  the  weary  troops  to  active  exer- 
tions, as  they  built  up  their  cities  of  log  huts.  The  campaign, 
all  said,  was  at  an  end,  and  winter  quarters  must  follow.  But 
it  was  not  so.  One  night  the  order  comes,  "  Advance !"  and 
again  the  great  army  is  marching  on  to  the  accomplishment  of 
its  mighty  task. 

Not  loi^g  to  advanoe.  The  rain,  so  long  threatening,  now  falls 
continuously ;  the  roads  become  impassable.  Artillery  wagons, 
caissons  and  guns  cut  deep  into  the  yielding  earth,  until,  in  spite 
of  lashings  and  oaths  innumerable,  the  floundering  mules  fail  to 
start  them  from  their  plastic  beds,  and  so,  after  hours  of  wading 
and  waiting,  the  long  column  crawls^  back  as  best  it  may,  and 
again  takes  its  old  position,  before  the  frowning  heights  of 
St  Marie's. 

Thousands,  who  had  passed  unhurt  through  the  deadly  rain 
of  a  dozen  battles,  fell  victims  to  the  inglorious  perils  of  the 
"mud  campaign;"  and  so,  when  the  vast  hospital  at  Windmill 
Point  was  set  up,  there  were  enough  ready  to  fill  its  tents  and 
populate  its  streets. 

The  Christian  Commission  had  at  this  time  two  stations :  one 
at  th6  shanty  village  of  Aquia,  the  other  at  the  railroad  termi- 
nus opposite  the  city  of  Fredericksburg.  The  first  consisted  of 
a  rough  board  barrack,  fifteen  feet  by  twenty,  its  front  door 
opening  upon  the  marsh ;  the  other  a  tent,  fourteen  feet  by 
fourteen, — ^both  being  assigned  to  us  by  the  quartermaster  of  the 
post.    In  these  quarters,  rude  and  limited  as  they  were,  a  work, 

(38) 
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great  in  amount  and  variety,  was  performed.  Here  the  delegates 
of  the  Commission  lived,  ate  and  slept;  on  this  rough  table  were 
written  the  letters  that,  indited  by  warm  hearts,  incited  the 
hearts  of  thousands,  in  their  distant  homes,  to  give  of  their 
abundance  for  the  soldiers'  aid ;  upon  this  floor  and  upon  the 
three  stories  of  the  rude  scaffolding  that  adorned  one  side  of  the 
room,  slept  the  weary  workers  after  their  day  of  toil,  and  with 
them,  as  many  belated  travellers  as  could  find  a  resting-place. 
Here,  upon  shelves  and  in  boxes,  were  the  supplies  sent  for  the 
needy,  from  east  and  north  and  west  z  here  a  pile  of  Testa- 
ments, there  a  box  of  hymn  books ;  in  this  corner  a  huge  stack 
of  religious  papers  and  tracts,  on  the  other  side,  shelves  filled 
with  dried  fruits,  preserved  fruits,  domestic  wines ;  and  in  these 
boxes,  generous  piles  of  warm  shirts,  socks  and  drawers.  On 
that  top  shelf,  seldom  reached,  aro  the  bags  of  lint,  bandages 
and  rags,  lanterns  and  pails,  brandy  and  soup, — the  suggestive 
equipment  for  the  battle-field. 

Here  in  the  day  is  a  constant  stream  of  chaplains,  and  sur- 
geons, and  soldiers,  coming  for  the  weekly  supply  of  reading 
for  the  regiment,  some  hospital  luxuries  for  the  sick,  or  for  the 
little  "housewife,**  with  its  needles  and  thread  and  much-prized 
letter.  Delegates  coming  and  going,  taking  their  loads  in  arms 
and  haversacks,  as  they  go  to  distant  hospitals  and  camps,  bear- 
ing the  word  of  life,  or  refreshment  for  frail  bodies.  Here  at 
night,  the  boxes  placed  in  rows,  the  table  set  on  one  side,  the  little 
room  is  filled  with  a  company  of  worshippers,  met  for  the  praise 
of  God. 

The  work  of  the  Christian  Commission  in  the  army  is  one  of 
constant  change, — no  monotonous  routine,  no  continued  same- 
ness. The  year,  indeed,  is  made  up  of  many  distinct  campaigns, 
the  one  differing  so  greatly  from  the  other,  that,  although  the 
same  men  may  be  actors  in  each,  one  can  with  difficulty  identify 
them  as  the  same.  This  week  the  delegates  may  be  distributing 
religious  papers  and  books,  preaching  the  Gospel  to  crowds  of 
healthy,  vigorous  men ;  the  next,  preparing  with  their  own  hands 
some  soothing  draught  or  nourishing  food  for  those  who  are  lan- 
guishing with  disease  in  some  lone  hospital,  cheering  the  despond- 
ing spirits  with  the  kind- attentions  of  *'  home."  This  week  pre- 
paring reading-rooms  and  chapels,  feeding  the  mind  with  that 
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which  18  wholesome  and  abiding,  inciting  to  temperance,  purity 
and  piety ;  the  next,  with  coats  off,  before  a  fire  of  logs,  cooking 
coffee  and  soup  for  the  hungry,  or  bearing  stimulants  and  nutri- 
ment to  those  who  are  perishing.  To-day  living  quietly  in 
"winter  quarters;*'  to-morrow,  off  for  the  battle-field,  with  a 
blanket  alone  for  house  and  shelter. 

During  the  month  of  January,  at  the  stations  before  men- 
tioned, the  delegates  of  the  Commission  performed  a  twofold 
work, — one  party  with  a  wagon  visiting  camps  and  field  hospitals, 
taking  both  hospital  stores  and  religious  reading  ;  the  other  re- 
maining at  the  station,  preparing  food  and  drink  for  the  hundreds 
of  sick  who,  on  their  way  to  the  hospital,  were  detained  some- 
times many  hours  at  the  railroad  station.  But  before  the  month 
closed  a  new  field  opened,  that  completely  changed  the  plans  of 
the  Commission. 


Windmill  Point  Hospital,  with  its  crowds  of  sick  men,  called  for 
all  the  help  that  could  be  rendered.  It  was  such  an  hospital  aa 
never  before  nor  since  was  seen  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac. 
On  a  broad  level  plain,  not  long  since  a  cultivated  field,  was  a 
city  of  tents,  regularly  laid  out  in  immense  diamond-shaped  in- 
cisures. Eight  army  corps,  each  with  its  three  divisions,  were 
represented  here,  and  here  on  the  bed  of  poles  or  boughs,  on  the 
cold,  muddy  floor,  in  the  fireless  tents,  were  the  thousands  of  pale, 
drooping,  disease-stricken  "  boys,"  who  after  that  tedious  march 
had  come  there  to  rest,  many  to  die.  From  necessity,  while  the 
officers  of  Government  made  every  exertion  to  perfect  this  vast 
machine,  many  days  elapsed  before  the  men,  who  were  coming 
in  boats  and  in  ambulances  from  all  parts  of  the  army,  night  and 
day,  could  be  made  comfortable  or  be  properly  fed.  In  those 
long,  cold  nights,  in  spite  of  ai*  that  could  be  done,  many  poor, 
weak  ones  were  chilled  and  frozen,  and  the  mounds  of  sand  in 
the  lone  "  God's  acre,"  told  a  fearful  story  of  war's  cruel  neces- 
sities. Where  to  begin  to  aid,  which  poor  sufferer  first  to  help, 
were  the  perplexing  queries  arising  to  the  mind  of  one  anxious 
to  do  all  one  man  could ;  but  surely  no  time  is  to  be  lost.  One 
delegate,  seizing  an  axe,  hastens  to  the  woods  and  returns  drag- 
ging fuel  that  shall  give  a  little  warmth  to  a  few  of  the  hundreds 
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of  cheerless  tents;  another  prepares  stimulating  drinks,  and 
going  from  tent  to  tent,  seeks  out  those  ready  to  perish,  and  as 
he  passes  from  one  to  another,  able  to  answer  a  few  of  the  calls 
made  to  him  upon  every  side,  he  speaks  such  words  of  cheer  as 
he  is  able,  and  commends  with  a  few  heart-words  some  departing 
soul  to  God  and  His  upper  world. 

And  so,  with  tears  and  aching  hearts  and  tireless  feet,  the 
delegates  of  the  Commission,  all  that  can  be  spared  from  the 
stations,  labor  night  and  day. 

A  station  was  at  once  established  in  the  camps ;  the  telegraph 
and  the  mail  soon  turned  thousands  of  loaves  of  bread  toward 
the  "Point,"  from  Washington  and  Philadelphia.  Cordials, 
clothing  and  fruit  were  soon  at  their  destination,  and  many  a 
desponding,  sick  and  dying  soldier  was  cheered  and  endowed 
with  new  life. 

Nor  was  this  aU.  In  this  hour  of  man's  extremity,  God's 
Spirit  was  at  work.  Silently  and  wonderfully  a  deep  solemnity 
eame  upon  the  camps,  and  very  many  crying  unto  God  had  their 
souls  filled  with  unutterable  joy  in  the  consciousness  of  sins 
forgiven  and  a  Saviour  found.  As  the  condition  of  the  hospital 
became  better,  and  Government  aid,  which,  although  it  may  be 
slow,  is  surcy  came  in,  the  delegates  of  the  Commission  found 
more  time  to  devote  to  the  spiritual  wants  of  those  aroimd  them. 
Prayer  was  oflfered  regularly  in  the  tents,  meetings  were  held  in 
a  large  cookhouse,  and  hundreds  were  personally  and  afi*ection- 
ately  urged  to  trust  all  with  Jesus,  and  every  day  saw  sinners 
awakened  and  converted.  At  one  meeting  in  the  cookhouse, 
composed  of  those  convalescing  and  able  to  leave  tdeir  tents, 
over  fifty  persons  announced  their  desire  and  determination  to 
begin  a  Christian  life ;  and  men  who  came  to  that  dreary  camp, 
as  they  thought,  to  die,  came  to  find  Itfe^  even  life  eternal. 

An  arrangement  was  made  ^  .ih  the  corps  surgeons  and  post 
quartermaster,  by  which  funeral  services  were  held,  by  some 
•delegate,  at  every  burial  of  the  dead. 

It  was  suddenly  decided  to  break  up  this  camp,  sending  the 
sick  to  regimental  hospitals,  and  those  most  feeble  to  the  hos- 
pitals of  Washington  and  Alexandria.  It  was  quickly  done, 
and  the  experiences  and  labor  at  "  Windmill  Point  Hospital " 
were  forever  at  an  end.    A  strange  season  it  seems,  as  we  look 
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back  upon  it ;  full  of  sadness,  pain  and  death,  and  yet  blessed 
in  being  an  opportunity,  improved  to  some  extent,  of  doing  good 
to  many,  and  rich,  with  the  evidence  of  the  presence  and  Spirit 
of  the  Lord. 


One  campaign  was  over,  and  vigorous  measures  were  taken 
for  the  next.  Acting  upon  the  experience  gained  at  "  Wind- 
mill Point,"  it  was  resolved  to  undertake  to  supply  every  regi- 
ment in  the  army  with  copies  of  the  New  Testament.  To  do 
this  more  stations  would  be  required,  and  more  delegates  and 
stores  needed.  These  were  forthcoming,  and  until  the  8d  of 
May  stations  were  in  successful  operation  at  Aquia  Creek,  Belle 
Plain,  White  Oak  Church,  Falmouth  Station,  Falmouth  Village, 
and  Storieman's  Siding.  Although  this  supply  of  Testaments 
was  for  the  time  being  the  jirH  object  of  the  stations,  it  was  far 
from  being  their  principal  work.  Each  station  was  complete  in 
itself,  and  contained  from  three  to  seven  delegates.  Hospital 
stores,  Testaments,  and  religious  reading  were  at  each,  and 
were  distributed  under  the  direction  of  committees  appointed 
for  the  purpose.  At  each,  where  practicable,  a  house  or  tent 
for  religious  worship  was  secured  and  meetings  held  every 
evening,  while  on  the  Sabbath  appointments  for  preaching  to 
regiments  or  brigades  were  filled  by  the  clerical  delegates.  One 
of  the  number,  usually  the  oldest  delegate,  acted  as  ttation  agenty 
and  early  in  the,%[}oming  the  different  delegates,  assigned  to  their 
various  duties,  would  separate, — one  with  an  ambulance-load  of 
quilts,  dried  fruit,  or  clothing,  for  a  distant  hospital ;  another 
making  the  round  of  the  regiments  to  collect  and  fill  orders  for 
Testaments ;  others  with  bundles  of  books  and  papers,  distribu* 
ting  among  destitute  companies.  So  the  busy  day  was  filled, 
until  at  evening  all  would  meet,  and,  with  the  soldiers  who 
crowded  the  room  or  tent,  ask  God's  blessing  upon  the  labors  of 
the  day. 

Time  forbids  to  speak  of  more  than  one  or  two  stations  par- 
ticularly, although  the  history  of  each  is  replete  with  interest. 

Stoneman's  Station  was  the  scene  of  a  remarkable  revival. 
The  tents  used  as  a  chapel  formed  a  room  nearly  sixty  feet  long. 
Meetings  were  bield  nightly,  and  to  them  officers  and  men  came 
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in  crowds.  The  tents  stood  upon  an  elevation,  commanding  an 
extended  view,  and,  as  the  evening  hour  drew  near,  men,  singly 
and  in  squads  and  companies,  could  be  seen  wending  their  way 
'from  the  various  camps  towards  the  house  of  prayer. 

Mount  ZioUy  the  soldiers  called  it ;  and,  like  Mount  Zion  of 
old,  it  was  indeed  "beautiful*'  when,  crowded  to  its  utmost  capa- 
city and  throngs  about  the  open  doors,  strains  of  some  familiar 
home-loved  hymn  floated  out  upon  the  evening  air.  Here  were 
heard  from  veterans  who  had  passed  through  all  the  tempta- 
tions and  trials  of  a  soldier's  life,  testimonies  of  the  strength 
and  comfort  they  had  experienced  all  the  way  along  from  the 
religion  of  Jesus ;  here  soldiers  would  ask  what  they  should  do 
to  obtain  that  same  comfort ;  and  here  many,  with  joy  beaming 
on  the  countenance,  would  tell  of  the  blessing  they  had  found 
in  the  assurance  of  sins  forgiven  through  the  blood  of  Christ. 

The  number  of  men  who  in  these  meetings  gained  a  know- 
ledge of  Jesus,  no  earthly  record  will  ever  show  ;  but  to-day  we 
know  there  are  scores  who  date  the  commencement  of  their  Chris- 
tian life  from  those  meetings  at  Stoneman*8,  and  hundreds,  many 
of  whom  have  already  joined  the  company  of  saints  in  heaven, 
will  thank  God  through  eternity  for  His  spirit  there  received. 

Falmouth  Village  presented  a  most  interesting 'field  for  our 
station  labor,  and  one,  too,  quite  different  from  that  at  Stone- 
man's.  The  Commission  there  occupied  a  large  room  in  a  pri- 
vate house,  the  owner  being  away  on  business  connected  with 
the  Southern  Confederacy.  An  old  tobacco  warehouse  on  the 
very  banks  of  the  river,  within  hail  of  the  rebel  pickets,  was 
cleared  of  rubbish,  the  broken  ceiling  and  windows  were  covered 
with  old  canvas,  and  a  small  table,  borrowed  from  a  neighboring 
cottage,  served  for  a  pulpit.  Here,  on  Sabbath  afternoons  and  on 
each  evening  of  the  w'eek,  meetings  were  held  which  were  largely 
attended,  and  here,  too,  the  preaching  of  the  truth  was  made 
salvation  to  many  erring  souls.  The  village  itself  was  a  ruin ; 
its  church  used  as  a  barrack  for  troops ;  its  stores  and  factories 
closed.  A  large  number  of  the  inhabitants  were  still  there, 
living  as  best  they  could,— old  men,  women,  and  children.  The 
station  agent,  among  other  labors,  organized  a  Sabbat\  school 
for  the  children,  which  came  to  be  held  every  day  in  the  week. 
Thirty  or  forty  little  rebels  were  gathered  in,  who,  for  two  years 
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of  want  and  war,  had  heard  nothing  of  school  or  charch.  They 
Tery  soon  learned  to  recite  hymns  from  the  ''  Soldier's  Hymn- 
book"  and  chapters  from  the  Testament.  The  confidence  of 
the  inhabitants  was  in  this  way  secured,  and  by  the  distribution 
of  Testaments  and  tracts  among  them  it  is  believed  real  service 
was  done  for  the  Master.  • 

Thus  the  months  of  March  and  April  passed  away,  our  work 
going  on  successfully  at  all  points,  there  being  none  to  molest  or 
make  us  afraid;  and  yet,  as  the  spring  days  passed  and  the 
roads  became  hard  and  settled,  we  knew  that  our  time  there  was 
short,  and  that  what  we  would  do  must  be  done  quickly.  Reviews 
of  cavalry  and  infantry  came  in  quick  succession — of  brigades, 
divisions,  and  corps — before  Governors  of  States,  members  of 
Congress,  and  at  last  before  the  President  himself, — so  that  we 
were  not  taken  by  surprise  when,  one  May  morning,  we  looked 
out  upon  the  old  camps  to  find  that  in  the  night  all  had  melted 
away,  and  nought  but  crumbling  walls  and  blackened  posts 
remained.  It  was  a  thrilling  sight,  and  to  us  a  sad  one,  as 
the  long  lines  of  infantry,  with  colors  flying,  but  with  the  sound 
of  neither  fife  nor  drum,  marched  steadily  and  silently  away — 
away  for  yet  another  stern  grapple  with  the  country's  foe. 


Nothing  more  remained  for  us  at  the  old  stations,  and  so,  with 
haste  and  many  regrets  that  work  so  precious  must  now  be 
sealed  up  forever,  we  rolled  up  our  tents,  removed  our  stores, 
and  prepared  for  our  next  campaign.  It  came  almost  before  we 
were  ready  for  it.  After  many  rumors  of  as  many  different 
movements,  we  learned  that  our  forces  had  crossed  the  Rappa- 
hannock and  a  battle  had  been  fought  twelve  or  fifteen  miles  up 
the  river.  A  detachment  of  our  corps  of  delegates  accompanied 
the  army  in  connection  with  Gen.  Whipple's  Division,  and  were 
under  fire  during  the  battle,  taking  care  of  the  wounded.  A 
council  of  the  delegates  remaining  was  called,  and  it  was  deemed 
best  to  divide  the  force  into  two  parties, — one  to  go  directly  to 
the  battle-field,  the  other  to  remain  at  Falmouth,  where  it  was 
expected  a  fierce  battle  would  be  fought.  The  plan  was  soon 
carried  out,  and  a  Government  wagon  was  loaded  with  such 
stores  as  previous  experience  liad  shown  to  be  useful,  and  started 
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for  United  States  Ford.  Threading  their  way  through  woods 
and  fields  filled  with  wagons,  ambulances,  and  gons,  after  a 
journey  of  many  hours  the  ford  was  reached.  No  wagons  were 
allowed  beyond ;  so  the  load  was  taken  out,  a  place  for  camp 
selected,  and  the  wagon  sent  back  to  Falmouth.  There  was  no 
lack  of  work, — on  all  sides,  at  every  house  and  bam  and  shed, 
in  gardens  and  door-yards,  under  trees  and  the  shelter  of  walls, 
lay  wounded  and  bleeding  men.  With  soap  and  bandages  and 
pails,  strong  arms  and  willing  hearts,  the  services  of  these 
delegates  were  oflfered  to  the  surgeons  in  charge  and  gladly 
accepted,  and  from  that  time  were  hard  at  work.  Their  supply 
of  stimulants  and  food  was  soon  exhausted,  but  was  reinforced 
by  another  wagon-load  sent  from  Falmouth. 

The  party  left  behind  in  the  meantime  were  not  idle.  The 
Second  and  Sixth  Corps,  storming  the  heights  of  Fredericksburg, 
carried  everything  before  them  in  victory.  The  "  old  flag*'  waved 
in  triumph  from  height  to  height ;  but  in  the  city  the  red  signals 
hanging  at  every  corner,  at  church-doors,  and  the  market-place, 
told  how  fearful  was  the  cost, — hospitals  on  every  side,  houses 
filled  with  the  prostrate  forms  of  dying  men,  who  but  an  hour 
ago  rushed  forward  to  the  charge.  But  why  tarry  here?  No 
pen  can  describe  such  scenes  or  record  such  labors. 

The  history  of  Chancellorsville  is  known  by  all ;  its  gallant 
achievements,  its  bitter  disappointment,  its  herculean  labors, 
and  its  fruitless  end. 

It  is  enough  to  say  that  the  delegates  of  the  Christian  Com- 
mission worked  amid  those  scenes  as  any  other  fathers  or  bro? 
thers  would  have  toiled,  had  they  been  permitted  to  be  there. 

Wearied  and  sad,  the  remnant  of  the  great  army  came  back 
to  the  old  camps.  The  old  walls  are  again  covered  and  echo  to 
the  sounds  of  life ;  but  how  many  whose  voices  one  week  before 
were  heard  in  the  cabins  and  the  streets  are  now  forever  silent 
in  the  soldier's  grave ! 

Field  hospitals  were  now  established,  or  rather  enlarged,  for  the 
tents  had  been  rising  for  two  or  three  weeks  before  the  battle, 
in  anticipation  of  it.  The  wounded  were  taken  as  quickly  as 
might  be  to  the  corps  hospitals.  These  hospitals  were  as  exten- 
sive as  that  at  Windmill  Point,  and  stretched  over  greater 
territory.     Miles  in  some  cases  intervened  between  the  corps, 
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and  it  was  found  several  stations  or  centres  would  be  necessary 
to  supply  them.  Here  again  was  a  new  work  for  the  delegates 
of  the  Christian  Commission.  Three  main  stations  were  located 
in  close  proximity  to  the  hospitals,  and  were  known  as  Potomac 
Creek,  Howard,  and  Brooks  Stations. 

Aquia  Creek  was  still  our  base  for  supplies ;  but  a  new  tent 
was  pitched  beyond  and  above  the  fever-breeding  marsh,  bring- 
ing the  delegates  nearer  to  the  First  and  Twelfth  Corps  hospitals. 
Although  at  first  and  for  several  days  the  time  was  chiefly  taken 
op  in  dressing  wounds  and  helping  to  bathe  and  comfort  the 
wounded,  a  system  was  soon  arranged,  giving  a  certain  district 
or  number  of  tents  to  each  delegate.  The  first  duty  was  to 
search  out  those  who  needed  special  articles  of  diet,  or  who 
required  new  shirts,  drawers,  or  socks,  supplying  the  wants  of 
each  personally  as  they  were  found  from  day  to  day.  Boxes 
of  lemons,  jars  of  preserves,  and  an  abundant  variety  of  "  good 
things,"  put  up  by  friends  of  the  soldier  months  before,  were 
now  given  out  freely  by  the  hands  of  the  delegates  themselves. 
The  stock  of  the  Commission  was  almost  exhausted  by  the  calls 
made  from  each  station  for  shirts  and  socks,  bandages  and  lint, 
soap  and  towels,  handkerchiefs  and  slings,  dried  fruits  and  pre- 
serves, pickles  and  lemons.  Almost  everything  that  the  kind 
hearts  of  donors  had  prompted  them  to  send  found  thankful 
recipients  in  these  vast  field  hospitals. 

To  divert  the  minds  of  the  convalescing  as  much  as  possible 
from  their  own  condition,  libraries  were  sent  to  tHftygtations, 
whose  books  were  greatly  prized.  Funerals,  sometiAee  Jeight  a 
day,  were  attended  by  the  delegates,  and  as  a  crowd  of  soldiers 
gathered  about  the  grave  of  a  comrade  the  opportunity  was  not 
lost  of  leading  their  thoughts  to  the  resurrection  of  the  dead, 
when  all  should  meet  again.  On  the  Sabbath,  regular  religious 
services  were  held,  some  in  the  open  air,  some  in  booths  and 
tents,  and  each  evening  at  the  station  chapel  a  prayer-meeting 
was  held,  often  crowded  to  its  utmost  capacity. 

Among  the  interesting  features  of  this  campaign,  was  the 
number  of  letters  written  for  wounded  men.  The  weekly 
reports  show  that  hundreds  of  letters  were  written  to  home 
friends,  who  otherwise  would  have  been  left  long  in  anxious  sus- 
pense and  doubt  as  to  the  condition  of  the  loved  son  or  husband 
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whom  tlie  papers  had  reported  ^^  wounded  in  the  battle  of  Chan- 
cellors ville." 

Very  exhausting  both  to  mind  and  body  were  these  incessant 
labors,  and  nearly  every  delegate  became  worn  out  by  excessive 
fatigue,  and  some  barely  escaped  the  grave.  Those  were  pre- 
cious services  indeed  rendered  by  the  delegates  of  the  Christian 
Commission,  who  as  pastors  and  friends  came  to  bring  home 
comforts  and  spiritual  consolation  to  the  thousands  of  maimed, 
dying  soldiers.  Preciotis  services^  that  wealth  could  never  pur- 
chase, and  for  which  the  Christian  Church,  east  and  west,  has 
great  reason  to  rejoice. 

Thus  week  after  week  passed  away,  bringing  back  health, 
strength,  and  vigor  to  many,  but  closing  the  earthly  career  of 
hundreds  of  those  who  lay  upon  the  rude  cots  of  these  strange, 
sad  cities  of  the  wounded.  The  heat  of  summer  followed  the 
delightful  days  of  spring.  Still  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  lay 
quiet  and  harmless  in  the  old  winter  camps. 


"Why,  this  looks  like  a  *move,'  captain!"  said  the  field  agent 
to  the  quartermaster  at  Falmouth,  as  an  unusual  activity  was 
observed.  ^^And  that  it  w,"  was  the  laconic  answer.  "When 
will  you  require  our  tent?"  "Before  five  o'clock."  "Ton 
shall  have  it,  sir."  And  this  was  the  first  intimation  the  Chris- 
tian Commission  had  of  that  grand  movement  which  in  two 
short  weeks  formed  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  in  line  of  battle 
on  "  Round  Top  "  and  "  Cemetery  Hill."  Two  hours  in  which 
to  break  up  housekeeping !  Yet  in  two  hours  the  stores  and 
household  implements  were  packed,  and  the  tent  that  for  six 
months  had  been  known  to  us  as  the  "  Falmouth  Station,"  was 
rolled  up  and  "  turned  in  "  to  the  quartermaster. 

There  was  "mounting  in  hot  haste"  that  afternoon,  and  a 
rapid  ride  from  one  to  another  of  the  seven  stations  then  in 
operation.  "  Pack  up  and  strike  tents  "  was  the  order  of  the 
hour,  and  busy  hands  made  quick  work  of  it.  At  Potomac 
Creek  was  a  wonderful  chapel,  just  completed,  built  by  delegates 
and  soldiers,  framed  of  poles  cut  from  the  woods  and  covered 
with  old  canvas  collected  from  deserted  camps.  The  next  day 
was  the  Sabbath,  and  then  this  chapel  was  to  be  dedicated  with 
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impressiye  ceremonies ;  but  that  night  the  sky  was  land  for 
hours  with  the  flames  of  the  burning  church. 

That  Sabbath  was  a  busy  day  !  From  early  dawn  till  evening 
was  every  man  in  the  Commission  hard  at  work.  Some  were 
aiding  to  remove  the  sick  and  wounded,  who  first  of  all  were  sent 
by  boat  to  Washington ;  others  were  striking  tents,  boxing  up 
stores,  loading  wagons,  unloading  cars,  and  finally  loading  all 
upon  a  barge  that  lay  by  the  wharf,  amid  such  confusion  as 
beggars  all  description.  At  night  everything  waa  safely  loaded, 
and  the  next  day  housed  in  the  ''  rooms ''  in  Washington. 

But  there  was  now  no  time  for  rest  or  delay ;  before  night 
messengers  were  on  their  way  to  Fairfax  Court-house,  where 
was  a  station  of  the  Commission,  and  where  it  was  expected  the 
army  would  be  found.  Nor  were  we  disappointed.  The  line 
of  the  army  extended  from  Fairfax  over  the  Bull  Run  battle- 
field, stretching  its  right  wing  nearly  to  the  Potomac. 

It  was  thought  by  many,  that  another  battle  would  be  fought 
near  the  old  fields  of  Bull  Run  and  Chantiuy,  but  a  few  days 
revealed  the  fact  that  the  enemy  had  crossed  the  Potomac 
and  were  rapidly  marching  towards  Pennsylvania.  In  the  mean 
time  a  party  of  delegates,  with  a  full  equipment  of  stores,  had 
pitched  their  tent  near  Fairfax  depot.  This  was  not  done  in 
vain,  for  during  the  four  days  the  tent  remained,  between  five 
and  six  hundred  wounded  and  sick  men  were  fed.  Being 
apprised  of  the  coming  of  long  trains  of  ambulances  bearing 
the  wounded,  three  hundred,  who  had  fallen  at  Aldie,  hot  coffee 
with  sugar  and  milk,  together  with  fresh  bread,  were  waiting 
the  nearly  starved  sufferers  as  they  reached  the  cars.  Seldom 
is  a  feast  welcomed  with  greater  joy  than  was  that, — tears  of 
gratitude  were  upon  many  cheeks.  There  was  no  one  else  who 
could  have  furnished  this  food  to  them,  and  if  the  Christian 
Commission  had  not  been  at  hand,  twelve  or  fifteen  hours  more 
would  have  passed  before  the  poor  sufferers,  weak  and  fainting 
with  hunger,  would  have  found  food. 

On  the  night  following,  the  feeding  of  the  wounded  prisoners 
taken  at  Aldie,  and  our  own  men  who  were  there  wounded,  the 
hospitals  of  three  cavalry  brigades  lying  at  Fairfax  Court-house, 
were  suddenly  broken  up,  and  the  patients,  between  two  and  three 
hundred  in  number,  some  of  them  in  a  dying  state,  carried  in 
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stnbnlances,  over  the  roughest  of  all  roads,  to  Fairfax  Station, 
where  many  of  them  lay  f6r  hours  on  the  floor  of  the  depot, 
awaiting  transportation  to  Washington. 

The  delegates  who  had  been  engaged  all  the  previous  night  in 
their  labor  of  love,  now  devoted  themselves  with  fresh  zeal  to 
the  work  of  feeding  and  nursing  the  wounded,  provided,  as  they 
were  able,  for  the  sick,  going  around  among  them,  giving  them 
drink — coffee,  tea,  lemonade — ^bread  spread  with  sweet  butter 
and  tempting  preserves,  to  such  as  could  eat,  while  speaking 
words  of  cheer  as  they  continued  their  work.  Said  the  master 
of  transportation  to  one  of  the  delegates,  with  tears  rolling  down 
his  cheeks,  ^^  I  had  made  up  my  mind  that  these  Commissions 
were  a  humbug,  but  I  tell  you  what  it  is,  if  there  is  any  Chris- 
tianity it  is  in  the  Christian  Commission." 

Everything  was  now  veiled  in  obscurity ;  none  could  tell  where 
the  enemy  were.  Rumors  of  all  sorts  filled  the  air.  Nothing 
could  be  done  fui^her  than  to  fall  back  to  Washington  and  Bal- 
timore, prepare  a  large  supply  of  battle-field  stores,  and  stand 
ready  to  start  forward  whenever  the  word  came. 

It  came  at  last,  after  long  days  of  suspense, — the  story  of  the 
first  day's  fight  at  Gettysburg.  At  once  delegates  started  for 
the  field,  and  before  the  smoke  of  the  battle  had  cleared  away, 
they  were  among  the  mangled  forms  of  the  fallen,  doing  with  their 
might  whatever  their  hands  found  to  do.  From  this  time,  every 
train  brought  fresh  supplies  of  men  and  stores,  until  over  three 
hundred  delegates,  each  assigned  to  his  special  post,  with  ample 
stores  at  his  disposal,  were  seeking  to  alleviate  the  horrors  of 
that  bloody  field. 

But  the  work  of  the  Christian  Commission  at  Gettysburg  has 
been  described  elsewhere  by  the  pen  of  another,  and  we  will  not 
dwell  upon  it.  Suffice  it  to  say  that,  as  at  other  fields  of  like 
character,  the  effort  to  relieve  the  temporal  wants  of  the  dying 
was  blended  with  Christian  counsel  and  consolation  for  their 
spiritual  necessities,  and  as  ever  before,  so  here,  the  Holy  Spirit 
attended  such  ministrations  with  the  Divine  benediction.  Besides 
this  corps  of  delegates  among  the  hospitals  of  Gettysburg, 
another  strong  force,  with  ample  and  well-selected  stores,  fol- 
lowed the  army  in  its  pursuit  of  the  enemy  to  the  Potomac,  but 
were  spared  the  painful  sights  and  duties  for  which  they  were 
prepared. 
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Two  or  three  weeks  now  elapsed,  before  a  new  force  was 
organized  for  eflFort  in  the  army,  which  was  then  on  its  way  from 
the  Potomac  River  to  Warrenton  City.  Nearly  the  entire  force 
of  the  Commission  was  directed  to  Gettysburg,  and  to  the  supply 
of  the  permanent  stations,  so  that  bUt  little  material  remained 
for  a  new  eflfort,  and  as  the  old  line  of  supply  was  entirely 
broken  up,  and  the  army  so  constantly  in  motion,  new  machinery 
was  required,  and  a  new  plan  to  be  matured.  The  last  week  in 
July,  however,  everything  was  in  readiness,  and  with  the  new 
four-horse  wagon,  compactly  stowed  with  tents  and  stores  of 
hospital  supplies  and  religious  reading,  a  party  of  delegates  left 
Washington  for  Warrenton  Junction  over  the  "pike.**  Going 
into  camp,  the  first  night,  near  Fairfax  Court-house  in  company 
with  a  long  train  of  wagons,  heavily  loaded  with  valuable  goods, 
a  circumstance  occurred,  that  for  a  time  promised  to  change  the 
plans  of  the  Commission  quite  materially.  About  midnight,  a 
party  of  guerillas,  with  oaths,  and  revolvers  in  hand,  dashed  into 
camp,  and  were  soon  escorting  the  whole  train,  at  a  rapid  pace, 
on  the  direct  road  to  Richmond. 

A  "station*'  at  "Libby  "  seemed  the  most  probable  result 
of  the  adventure.  But  a  kind  Providence,  just  as  all  hope  of 
rescue  was  failing,  delivered  them  out  of  the  hands  of  their 
enemies,  and  they  were,  as  the  morning  dawned,  started  once 
more  on  their  way  rejoicing.  On  the  2d  of  August,  too  weary 
to  go  farther,  a  tent  was  pitched  near  headquarters  of  the 
army  at  Germantown,  where  it  remained  as  a  useful  station 
of  the  Commission  until  the  14th  of  September.  A  footing 
secured,  and  with  the  prospect  of  a  month  of  quiet  rest  for  the 
army,  several  stations  were  at  once  established, — one  at  Warren- 
ton City,  one  among  the  hospitals  of  the  First  Corps  at  Rappa- 
hannock, another  at  Bealeton,  and  after  a  few  weeks  a  fifth  in 
the  Third  Army  Corps.  The  sick  of  the  army  were  not  retained 
in  the  field,  but  sent  at  once  to  the  hospitals  of  Washington  ;  so 
that  for  six  weeks  the  attentions  of  the  delegates  were  mostly 
directed  to  the  wants  of  the  well.  Many  thousands  of  Testa- 
ments, hymn  books,  and  religious  papers  were  distributed  through- 
out each  corps,  and  meetings  were  organized  and  sustained  at 
many  places.  At  the  chapel-tent  at  Bealeton,  chaplains*  meet- 
ings were  held  weekly,  twenty  or  thirty  being  sometimes  pre- 
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sent.  It  was  the  constant  aim  of  the  Commission,  as  it  had 
ever  been,  to  do  all  in  its  power  to  assist,  encourage,  and 
strengthen  the  hands  of  these  devoted  men,  who,  through  sum- 
mer's heat  and  winter's  cold,  have  shared  the  perils  and  discom- 
forts of  the  army  life  with  those  whom  they  desire  to  benefit, 
and  who  have  had  in  too  many  instances  to  stand  up  alone 
against  an  active  opposition,  such  as  few  servants  of  Christ  in 
these  days  are  called  upon  to  meet. 

At  the  tent  in  the  Third  Corps  a  most  interesting  scene  was 
presented,  the  chapel  being  crowded  at  every  service,  soldiers 
coming  from  a  distance  to  hear  the  truth  proclaimed,  and  the 
Holy  Spirit  making  this  truth  eflfectual  to  the  conversion  of 
many. 

The  work  at  all  of  these  stations — each  one  useful  and  instru- 
mental, we  believe,  in  leading  many  souls  to  Christ, — was  brought 
to  an  end  in  the  middle  of  September  by  another  advance  of  the 
army  beyond  Culpeper  and  to  the  banks  of  the  Rapidan. 

Extensive  rooms  were  secured  in  the  village  for  the  oflBce  and 
warerooms  of  the  Commission,  and  every  preparation  made  for 
the  battle  that  was  each  day  expected.  The  cavalry  was  con- 
stantly in  action,  and  every  church  in  the  village,  besides  the 
large  Piedmont  Hotel,  was  filled  with  their  wounded  and  sick. 
Among  these  men  for  many  days  the  delegates  found  such 
opportunities  for  relieving  distress  ^U3  are  seldom  presented. 
Hundreds  were  supplied  with  food  prepared  at  the  Commission 
rooms,  and  taken  from  ward  to  ward  by  the  delegates  them- 
selves. Indeed  in  very  many  respects  the  work  resembled  that 
performed  at  the  field  hospitals  in  Falmouth  five  months  before. 
Hundreds  of  letters  were  written  for  the  feeble  men,  clothing 
and  food  were  given  to  those  found  to  be  destitute,  and  religious 
counsel  and  comfort  freely  bestowed.  Daily  prayers  were  held 
in  each  ward  of  the  hospitals,  and  an  abundance  of  religious 
reading  circulated.  In  addition  to  this,  committees  were  ap- 
pointed to  visit  difierent  parts  of  the  army  with  the  supplies  of 
papers  as  they  were  received,  and  many  services  were  held  in 
distant  camps.  As  is  the  almost  invariable  custom  of  the  Com- 
mission, a  prayer-meeting  was  held  each  evening  at  the  station, 
which  soon  became,  as  usual,  a  centre  of  great  interest. 

Very  suddenly  came  "  the  advance  "  we  were  expecting,  and 
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in  a  very  unexpected  direction.  With  scarcely  time  to  send  our 
superabundant  stores  to  the  cars,  we  were  ordered  off,  and  with 
a  wagon  loaded  down  heavily  we  started,  upon  what  proved  to  be 
a  most  rapid  and  exciting  retreat,  into  the  line  of  wagons, — 
mules  going  on  the  run,  flanked  by  columns  of  infantry,  cav- 
alry, and  artillery ;  men  on  foot  and  men  on  horseback ;  officers, 
soldiers,  sutlers,  and  contrabands,  all  mixed  up  in  this  grand 
exodus,  and  all  intent  to  reach  the  eastern  bank  of  the  Rappa- 
hannock. Few  scenes  are  more  exciting  than  the  retreat  of  the 
wagon-trains  of  an  army, — the  rapid  run,  the  startling  rumor, 
the  sound  of  the  approaching  guns,  the  breaking  wheel  or  over- 
turn, the  quivering  bridges,  poised  high  in  air  over  some  moun- 
tain stream,  the  deep  "  runs,"  where  teams  are  "  set  *'  and  left 
to  the  mercy  of  crushing  wheels  behind,  give  variety  and  inte- 
rest to  every  mile  of  the  road. 

We  started  Sabbath  morning,  and  on  Thursday  reached  Fair- 
fax Court-house,  with  our  wagon  shorn  of  its  beauty,  bearing 
away  visible  scars  from  the  exciting  contest.  Stores  were  safe, 
and  men  were  all  right  after  a  hearty  meal  and  a  day  of  sleep. 

"  Centreville  Heights,"  the  goal  for  which  the  armies  were 
racing,  was  gained  by  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  the  rebels, 
satisfying  themselves  with  the  destruction  of  a  railroad,  slowly 
fell  back  to  the  Rappahannock.  Some  tedious  days  of  uncer- 
tainty followed.  The  army,  by  slow  stages,  advanced,  but  with 
no  expectation  of  meeting  the  enemy  in  force. 

In  the  last  week  of  the  month  a  station  was  established  at 
Ghiinesville,  but  was  soon  moved  thence  to  Manassas  Junction, 
and  the  first  week  in  November  transferred  to  Warrenton  Junc- 
tion. A  few  days  of  suspense  were  usefully  employed  by  the 
delegates  in  making  an  extended  distribution  of  religious  read- 
ing and  in  holding  evening  meetings,  that  were  largely  attended 
and  blessed  to  the  conversion  of  some  souls. 

On  the  7th  day  of  November,  after  a  sharp  fight,  the  army 
crossed  the  Rappahannock  and  took  up  the  old  line  of  defence 
along  the  Rapidan. 

A  party  started  for  the  field  hospitals  with  a  wagon-load  of 
stores,  and  after  working  two  days  among  the  wounded,  went 
forward  to  Brandy,  and  established  a  new  station. 

For  the  next  fortnight,  the  headquarters  of  the  Commission 
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were  at  Brandy  Station.  A  very  large  quantity  of  reading 
matter  was  there  distributed,  and  from  the  station  the  clerical 
delegates  went  out  to  distant  camps  to  preach. 

Evident  it  was,  however,  that  the  campaign  was  not  yet  ended, 
and  arrangements  were  perfected,  so  that  the  Commission  could 
go  with  the  army  whenever  it  should  again  advance. 

Two  four-horse  wagons  were  carefully  loaded,  principatlly  with 
condensed  food,  stimulants  and  clothing ;  and  a  party  was 
selected  from  the  delegates  to  go  forward.  It  was  arranged  that 
the  remaining  delegates  should  return  to  Alexandria  by  rail,  and 
be  ready  to  open  communication  with  the  army  at  the  first  point 
of  supply,  wherever  it  might  be.  Either  Aquia  Creek  or  Frede- 
ricksburg was,  by  many  persons,  supposed  to  be  the  destination 
of  the  army. 

Early  on  Thanksgiving  morning,  the  troops  were  moving. 
The  tents  were  struck,  the  horses  harnessed,  final  arrangements 
made,  and  at  noon  we  joined  the  long  line  of  headquarter 
wagons,  and  started  out  upon  a  journey  whose  destination  was 
veiled  in  utter  obscurity.  The  next  day  the  Rapidan  was  safely 
passed,  and  "  Robinson's  Tavern,"  a  wooden  structure  at  the 
intersection  of  two  roads  in  the  "Wilderness,**  was  reached  the 
following  morning.  Here  everything  came  to  a  full  stop.  The 
Third  Corps  crossing  the  river  a  few  miles  to  the  right  of  us,  were 
attacked  on  the  second  day,  and  a  fight  of  unusual  severity 
resulted.  ^ 

The  wounded,  numbering  five  or  six  hundred,  were  taken  from 
the  field  and  placed  in  ambulances,  parked  in  a  field  about  one  mile 
from  the  Tavern.  The  weather  was  very  cold,  the  nights  being 
intensely  bitter,  and  the  condition  of  the  wounded  was  truly 
pitiable.  Blankets  were  unusually  scarce,  and  in  the  morning 
it  was  a  sad  sight  to  see  the  chilled  and  shivering  sufi*erers.  A 
large  fireplace  was  soon  built,  and  all  were  busy  preparing  hot 
milk  punch,  and  hot  coffee,  or  in  taking  it  from  wagon  to  wagon 
until  it  was  too  late  to  do  more.  Early  in  the  morning  the  same 
course  was  pursued.  Milk  punch  was  given  freely,  by  the  re- 
quest and- approval  of  the  surgeons,  and  coffee,  made  nutritious 
with  milk  and  sugar,  was  taken  to  all. 

In  some  cases  the  division  wagon  containing  food  and  cooking 
utensils  was  delayed  in  coming  to  the  hospital,  so  that  there 
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were  some  almost  entirely  dependent  upon  the  Christian  Com- 
mission for  food.  On  Sunday  and  Monday,  most  of  the  wounded 
were  removed  from  ambulances  and  laid  in  hospital  tents ;  but 
the  suffering  from  cold  was  still  very  great.  All  this  time  we 
were  expecting  the  great  battle  would  begin.  Both  armies  were  in 
position,  and  although  the  line  of  defence  held  by  the  enemy 
was  very  strong,  it  was  expected  an  assault  would  be  made,  and 
we  thought  with  sinking  hearts  of  the  unspeakable  agony  that 
must  then  ensue.  Cut  off  entirely  from  any  base  of  supply, 
food  and  forage  already,  in  some  places,  beginning  to  fail,  and 
the  cold  becoming  more  and  more  intense,  we  could  but  hope 
most  earnestly  that  the  cup  might  this  time  pass  away. 

Tuesday,  the  order  came  to  return.  The  wounded  were  placed 
again  in  ambulances,  and  we  repacked  our  wagons  and  took  the 
place  assigned  to  us  at  the  head  of  the  train,  thus  avoiding  delay 
when  coming  to  a  halt  at  night. 

All  day  we  were  jolting  over  such  roads  as  we  believe  seldom 
fell  to  the  lot  of  wounded  men  before.  We  could  not  endure  the 
sight  of  these  poor,  exhausted  men,  sore  and  faint  from  wounds, 
tossed  and  thrown  from  side  to  side  of  their  ambulance  beds, 
all  that  long,  long  day.  The  Rapidan  was  recrossed  in  safety, 
and  as  the  night  came  on,  the  train  was  parked  in  a  field  near 
its  banks. 

It  was  already  late,  and  not  a  moment  to  be  lost.  A  fire  was 
kindled,  water  heated,  buckets  of  milk  punch  prepared  and  taken 
to  those  most  exhausted.  Coffee  and  soda  biscuit — carefully 
husbanded  for  the  occasion — were  then  distributed  in  all  parts 
of  the  camp. 

Early  in  the  morning  the  same  work  was  repeated  until  the 
order  to  march  was  given,  and  we  had  barely  time  to  take  our 
place  in  the  train. 

Another  day's  cruel  march.  Until  near  midnight  cutting  our 
way  through  almost  impassable  swamps  and  forests,  at  length, 
as  we  could  get  no  further,  we  were  ordered  into  park  on  a  low, 
flat  marsh.  An  unpromising  place  it  was !  No  wood,  no  water, 
and  yet  something  must  be  prepared  for  those  men,  who,  many 
of  them  starting  off  without  a  breakfast,  have  undergone  the 
pains  of  hunger  all  this  long  day, 'else  they  will  surely  perish  ! 
Wood  is  sought  and  found  a  quarter  of  a  mile  away,  and  brought 
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on  shonlders  to  the  camp.  A  detail  of  soldiers  is  given,  and 
they,  after  a  long  hunt  in  the  darkness,  return  with  pails  of  water. 
The  fire  is  kindled,  the  water  heated,  and  brandy  punch  made, 
and  taken  from  ambulance  to  ambulance,  until  at  two  o'clock  in 
the  morning,  it  is  declared  that  all  have  been  reached. 

In  the  morning  the  promise  is  given  us  that  the  train  shall 
not  start  until  we  have  fed  them  all.  More  extensive  arrange- 
ments for  a  breakfast  are  made,  the  remaining  barrels  of  crack- 
ers are  opened,  and,  with  hot  coffee,  distributed  throughout  the 
train. 

Brandy  Station,  left  behind  us  just  one  week  before,  as  we 
then  hoped,  foi;ever,  was  again  welcomed  as  a  link  once  more 
connecting  us  with  a  civilized  world.  One  week  previously  we 
had  gone  forth  with  heavy  loads  and  minds  doubtful  of  the  way 
before  us.  Now  we  returned  with  wagons  empty  and  hearts  full 
of  gratitude  that  we  had  been  privileged  to  minister  to  so  many 
suffering  soldiers.  A  tent  was  pitched  near  to  the  ambulances, 
and  until  the  wounded  were  loaded'  upon  the  cars  the  delegates 
remained  with  them,  and  then  accompanying  them  to  Alexan- 
dria helped  to  convey  them  to  comfortable  beds  at  the  hospitals. 
Such  expressions  of  gratitude  are  seldom  heard  as  fell  from  a 
hundred  lips  that  night.  The  badge  of  the  Christian  Commis- 
sion was  a  sure  pa»ssport  to  the  heart  of  any  one  of  those  who 
passed  through  that  terrible  ordeal  during  those  "seven  days  in 
the  wilderness."  "Winter  quarters"  are  at  length  ordered, 
the  active  campaign  is  closed,  and  the  quiet  winter  days  are  to 
follow  its  months  of  toil  and  blood. 

The  winter  work  of  the  Christian  Commission  is  again  organ- 
ized. With  Brandy  Station  as  a  base  for  supplies,  stations  are 
already  established  in  central  parts  of  the  army,  and  chapel- 
tents  are  already  filled  by  earnest  worshippers.  The  plan  for 
the  winter  embraces  the  following  items :  Preaching  the  Gospel 
to  troops  destitute  of  chaplains ;  thorough  distribution  of  reli- 
gious reading;  constant  and  personal  inspection  of  field  hos- 
pitals ;  assistance  given  chaplains  in  the  erection  of  brigade  or 
regimental  churches. 

Upon  the  action  taken  in  Christian  churches  and  in  Christian 
homes  depends,  to  a  great  extent,  the  success  of  this  great  plan. 

Thus  hastily  and  imperfectly  haftve  we  sketched  the  main  out- 
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lines  of  the  work  of  the  Christian  Commission  in  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac  the  past  year.  As  we  look  back  over  its  history, 
we  see  nothing  for  which  to  glory ;  but  we  see  very  much  for 
which  to  be  thankful  to  God  in  that  He  has  seen  fit  to  own  and 
bless  efforts  that  have  been  made  in  weakness.  And  as  we 
look  forward  to  the  coming  year,  it  is  with  hope  and  an  expecta- 
tion of  still  greater  blessings  at  His  hand. 


The  high  appreciation  of  such  seryices  as  those  of  the  dele- 
gates for  the  sufferers  who  felb  wounded  at  Mine  Run,  as  de- 
Bcribed  on  page  48,  is  generously  expressed  in  the  following 
letter  of  Charles  E.  Cady,  Surgeon-in-chief,  Second  Brigade, 
Third  Division,  Third  Corps;  to  which  it  is  altogether  appro- 
priate here  to  add  the  earlier  letter  of  General  Meade: 


Db.  Cady  to  the  United  States  Christian  Commission. 

Hbadquartbrs 

8xcoKD  Brigadb,  Third  Division,  Third  Cor#8, 

December  13,  1803. 

Dear  Sib:  A  sense  of  duty  compels  me  to  thank,  through  you, 
the  noble  Christian  Commission  for  the  assistance  afforded  by 
its  agent  to  the  wounded  of  this  brigade,  before  and  during  the 
late  retrograde  movement  of  the  army  from  the  Rapid  an. 

The  wagon  of  the  Commission  was  constantly  at  the  hospital, 
in  the  field,  and  with  the  ambulance  train  during  the  retreat,  and 
your  agents  seemed  indefatigable  in  dispensing  necessary  food, 
medicine,  bandages,  stimulants,  &c.,  to  our  wounded  and  sick, 
and  I  know  that,  through  their  enterprise  and  humanity,  a  great 
amount  of  suffering  was  alleviated.  For  six  days  and  nights 
your  agents  were  constantly  employed  in  their  work  of  Christian 
mercy ;  six  bitter  cold  days  and  nights  did  they  labor  without 
cessation. 
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In  the  name  of  the  wounded  of  my  brigade,  I  tender  you  and 
the  Commission  most  hearty  thanks. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  truly  yours, 

Charles  E.  Cadt, 

Sargeon -in-chief, 
SMond  Brigade,  Third  Division,  Third  Corpf. 

George  H.  Stuart,  Esq., 

President  Christian  Commission,  Philadelphia. 


General  Meads  to  the  United  States  CHRrs^iAN  Commission, 

Headquarters  Arht  of  the  Potomao, 
August  5,  1863. 

George  H.  Stuart, 

Chairman  United  States  Christian  Commission,  13  Bank  Street,  PhlladelphiA. 

Dear  Sir:  1  received  recently,  through  the  hands  of  Mr. 
Cole,  your  kind  letter  of  the  27th  ult.  It  will  afford  me  very 
great  pleasure  to  render  you  every  encouragement  and  facility 
in  my  power  to  prosecute  the  -good  and  holy  work  you  have 
entered  upon. 

I  assure  you,  no  one  looks  with  more  favor  upon  the  true 
Christian,  who  ministers  to  the  spiritual  wants  of  the  dying  or 
the  physical  wants  of  the  wounded,  than  those  who  are  most 
instrumental  in  the  line  of  their  duty  in  causing  this  suffering ; 
hence  you  may  rest  satisfied  that  in  this  army  your  agents  and 
assistants  will  receive  every  co-operation,  and  be  treated  with  all 
the  consideration  due  the  important  and  noble  work  they  are 
engaged  upon. 

I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  from  you  whenever  anything  occurs 
requiring  my  action,  and  shall  always  be  ready,  as  far  as  the 
exigencies  of  the  service  and  my  authority  will  permit,  to  com- 
ply with  your  wishes. 

Very  respectfully  and  truly  yours, 

Geo.  G.  Meade, 

Hi\jor-QeQeial  Commanding. 


TOE  PENNSYLVANIA  INVASION. 


Where  war  interest  concentrates,  there  Christian  Commission 
work  is  demanded. 

Gettysburg  is  the  one  memorable  place  in  the  history  of  the 
mvasion  of  Pennsylvania  by  Lee  and  his  hosts,  both  as  the 
scene  of  the  mighty  conflict  which  hurled  back  the  invaders  and 
of  the  vast  beneficent  work  of  the  Christian  Commission  in 
relieving  those  who  fell  wounded  of  both  armies  in  the  battle, 
and  giving  to  them  the  comforts  of  the  Gospel. 

HARRiSBURe,  however,  for  a  time  was  the  absorbing  place  of 
interest  and  work.  Next  in  importance  to  Philadelphia,  the  point 
of  expected  attack,  the  capital  of  the  State,  it  was  made  the 
great  gathering  place  of  militia  to  repel  the  invasion,  and  of 
coarse  also  the  gathering  place  of  the  good  Samaritans  of  the 
Commission,  with  their  warm  hearts,  ready  hands,  their  oil  and 
their  wine.  It  was  unknown  where  the  rebel  chief  intended  to 
strike.  No  one  expected  him  to  be  overtaken  by  the  national 
army  at  the  little  quiet  college  town  of  Gettysburg.  Least  of 
all,  probably,  did  the  citizens  Aemselves  anticipate  the  array 
of  the  contending  lines  on  either  side  of  them,  with  the  boom  of 
cannon,  the  rattle  of  musketry,  and  the  hail  of  bullets,  shot, 
and  shell  over  and  around  them.  Fitzhugh  Lee  had  pushed 
north  without  resistance,  taken  York,  sent  a  detachment  to  the 
Susquehanna  opposite  Columbia,  checked  there  only  by  the 
burning  of  the  bridge,  and  Carlisle  was  occupied.  Everything 
seemed  to  indicate  the  Susquehanna  as  the  probable  line  of  de* 
fence  on  the  north,  and  Harrisburg  as  the  first  prominent  prize 
to  be  sought  by  the  oncoming  hordes. 

The  emergency  drew  together  many  thousands  of  men  from 
New  York  and  New  Jersey,  as  well  as  from  the  different  and 
disiunt  sections  of  Pennsylvania.     The  call  was  so  sudden  that 
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they  came,  of  course,  poorly  prepared  for  the  vicissitudes  of  the 
march,  the  camp,  or  the  battle.  Many  of  them,  fresh  from  count- 
ing rooms,  law  offices,  and  shops,  would  be  sure  to  suffer  and 
fall  by  the  way  long  before  they  should  be  exposed  to  the 
hail-storm  of  death.  The  Government,  however  energetic  and 
prompt,  could  not  give  the  timely  individual  personal  relief  the 
circumstances  required.  Counselling  with  the  authorities,  mili- 
tary and  medical,  and  with  some  of  the  wise  and  good  men  of 
the  city,  the  good  Samaritans  of  the  Commission  set  up  their 
own  "  inn,"  in  the  form  of  an  immense  tent,  in  which  between 
two  and  three  thousand  could  gather  at  one  time  for  worship. 
This  served  many  purposes.  Whole  regiments  were  lodged  in 
it  of  men  who  were  unaccustomed  to  exposure,  and  who  must 
have  been  entirely  without  shelter  but  for  our  tent.  The  sick 
were  cared  for  here  until  they  could  be  transferred  to  the  hos- 
pital or  enabled  to  return  to  the  ranks.  Hungry  wayfarers 
were  refreshed.  A  free  writing  table  was  opened  where  hun- 
dreds, indeed  thousands,  were  supplied  with  stationery  and 
stamps,  and  enabled  to  write  how  it  fared  with  them,  to  relieve 
the  anxious  ones  at  home.  Testaments,  books,  papers,  and 
tracts  were  supplied  to  those  who  needed  and  wished  them,  and 
religious  services  were  held  three  times  a  day, — two  for  confer- 
ence and  prayer,  and  one  for  preaching.  The  best  speakers 
possible  were  obtained  to  address  these  meetings,  and  the  great 
tent  was  often  so  crowded  that  it  was  difficult  to  obtain  a  seat  in  it. 

This  establishment  was  in  Camp  Curtin,  and  from  it,  as  a 
centre,  delegates  and  supplies  (^ecially  of  reading  matter)  were 
sent  out  to  all  the  fortifications  around  the  city. 

When  the  number  of  sick  and  wounded  carried  through  the 
city  began  to  be  large,  a  commodious  three-story  brick  building 
near  the  railroad  depot  was  rented  and  fitted  up  with  beds,  and 
with  every  convenience  for  cooking  food  and  serving  it  to  the 
hungry  in  large  numbers  at  short  notice.  Here  much  suffering 
was  relieved, — the  weary  were  refreshed  and  strengthened  for 
further  fatigue. 

The  following  letters  from  Lieut.  Col.  Ramsey,  Major  Ralston, 
and  Governor  Curtin,  will  show — the  first,  the  value  of  the  work 
in  Camp  Curtin,  as  it  passed  under  the  eyes  of  the  officer  in  com- 
mand ;  the  second,  the  estimation  in  which  the  work  in  the  sur- 
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rounding  military  positions  was  held  by  those  for  whom  it  was 
done ;  and  the  last,  the  impression  made  by  the  ^^  Soldiers'  Rest," 
near  the  railroad  depot,  upon  the  mind  and  heart  of  the  patriot 
Ck)yemor  of  Pennsylvania. 

HlADQUARTBRS,  OavP  CuBTXIT, 

July  21,  1863. 

Onr  quarters  having  been  in  immediate  proximity  to  the  Union 
Tabernacle  Tent  of  the  Christian  Commission,  we  have  watched 
the  efforts  to  accommodate  the  men  in  camp,  and  desire  to  bear 
our  testimony  to  the  great  benefits  conferred  through  this  chan- 
nel upon  the  large  numbers  of  soldiers  gathered  here.  Though 
this  sphere  is  less  prominently  before  the  eye  of  the  public  than 
the  battle-field,  its  unobtrusive  usefulness  in  meeting  just  those 
wants  experienced  by  men  suddenly  called  upon  to  leave  home 
and  friends,  has  been  such  as  to  draw  forth  the  warmest  com- 
mendations of  all  who  have  come  within  a  knowledge  of  its  ope- 
rations. To  those  who  have  so  liberally  supported  this  noble 
and  patriotic  charity  with  funds,  we  beg  leave  to  give  the  assu- 
rance that  we  not  only  have  seen  nothing  like  waste  or  unneces- 
sary expenditure,  but,  on  the  contrary,  have  confidence  that 
the  money  used  in  this  department  has  been  expended  with  judg- 
ment, and  in  such  a  way  as  to  accomplish  the  greatest  amount 
of  good. 

It  would  not  be  doing  justice  did  we  not  mention  the  names 
of  the  gentlemen  that  have  had  charge  of  the  tent.  To  Messrs. 
Horace  J.  Smith,  Rev.  J.  H.  Meacham,  and  others  whose  names 
we  cannot  recall,  we  owe  many  obligations. 

J.  F.  Ramsey, 

LieaUnant-Oolonel  CommaDding  Camp  Cortin,  Pa. 

A.  C.  Mager, 

A<y«taai. 

HbADQUARTBRS  FoRTT-lfllTTH  RrOT.  PBim A.  MlLITUL, 

PiTTSTOM,  AngOBt  9,  1863. 

HoBAOB  J.  Smith,  Esq., 

PhUadelphta. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  wish  to  acknowledge  through  you  the  very  kind 
services  rendered  by  the  Christian  Commission  to  the  soldiers  of 
Company  A,  of  which  I  was  formerly  captain,  in  giving  them 
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shelter  from  the  rain  on  arriving  at  Gamp  Curtin,  and  imme- 
diately supplying  them  with  hot  coflfee. 

From  my  own  observation  during  my  stj^y  at  Camp  Curtin 
and  Fort  Washington,  the  Commission,  in  their  free  distribution 
of  writing  materials,  tracts,  and  Testaments  to  all,  and  their 
kind  attention  to  sick  soldiers,  are  doing  a  work  which  should 
enlist  the  sympathy  of  every  true  Christian. 

Thanking  you  for  your  own  personal  attentions  to  myself  and 
the  men  under  my  command, 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
F.  W.  Ralston, 

Mi^or  Forty.ninth  Penna.  StAte  Militia. 

ExEcuTivs  Chamber,  Harrisboro,  Pa., 
August  5,  1863. 

Horace  J.  Smith,  E-q., 

Uarrisburg,  Agent  United  States  Christian  Commission. 

Dear  Sir  :  The  good  work  performed  by  your  Commission 
has  been  made  so  manifest  as  to  require  no  written  testimonials. 
Its  witnesses  are  throughout  the  array  and  amid  the  thousands  of 
homes  which,  in  all  parts  of  our  country,  have  sent  their  sons, 
fathers,  and  brothers  to  swell  the  number  of  our  national  defenders. 

I  cannot,  however,  refrain  from  expressing  my  earnest  grati- 
fication at  hearing  of  your  "  Rest  '*  at  this  place,  and  the  plea- 
sure which  I  derived  from  my  recent  visit  to  it.  The  benefits  of 
the  establishment  are  of  the  most  practical  character,  and  reach 
a  class  whose  wants  never  can  be  adequately  accommodated  but 
by  such  an  arrangement.  The  travelling  soldier,  often  without 
means  and  reduced  by  sickness,  should  not  be  allowed  to  suffer, 
nor  be  left  to  the  chances  of  individual  assistance. 

Your  '*  Rest  '*  invites  him  with  a  welcome,  renews  his  strength, 
and  sends  him  on  his  way  rejoicing.  The  good  to  be  done  in 
this  way  is  incalculable,  and  I  cannot  forbear  saying  to  you  how 
highly  I  estimate  its  practical  usefulness  and  wish  for  its  con- 
tinued success.  Whenever  I  can  take  a  moment  of  leisure  amidst 
the  pressure  of  oflScial  duties,  it  will  afford  me  real  gratification 
to  again  visit  your  establishment. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  G.  CURTIR. 
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Oamp  OuBTXir,  July  24,  1863. 

To  THE  Unitbd  States  Christian  Commission. 

I  cannot  leave  this  camp  without  expressing  my  gratitude  and 
thanks  to  the  managers  for  their  kindness  to  the  returning  8oI« 
dier  in  administering  to  his  temporal  and  spiritual  wants  in  mani- 
fold ways. 

My  own  experience  is  that  of  thousands.  I  came  to  this 
camp  care-worn  and  weary,  sick  in  body  and  mind ;  you  received 
me  as  a  brother,  furnished  me  with  reading  matter  of  a  noble 
character,  preached  the  pure  words  of  the  Gospel,  and  mani- 
fested that  brotherly  sympathy  so  much  needed  by  the  soldier 
returning  from  the  scenes  of  blood  and  carnage. 

Go  on,  Christian  brethren,  and  God  will  bless  you  in  your 
labor  of  love. 

Geo.  £.  Amidon, 

Sergeant  Oompany  H,  169tb  Penoa.  SUte  Militia. 

P.  S.  As  soon  as  circumstances  will  permit,  I  will  make  a 
liberal  donation  to  Commission. 


Carlisle  was  also  a  place  of  some  excitement  and  interest 
just  on  the  eve  of  the  great  battle.  It  was  fii-st  occupied  and 
evacuated  by  a  part  of  Lee*s  army;  then  occupied  by  our 
militia  under  General  Smith,  and  attacked  by  Fitzhugh  Lee, 
but  not  taken.  Four  delegates  of  the  Christian  Commission 
followed  the  command  of  General  Smith  from  Harrisburg,  over- 
took them  on  the  way  and  marched  with  them  into  Carlisle. 
The  citizens  met  them  with  the  greatest  demonstrations  of  joy, 
cheered  them,  and  brought  out  refreshments  for  them.  Quickly, 
however,  the  cry  came,  "The  rebels  are  upon  us!"  and  the 
citizens  dispersed,  leaving  the  refreshments  behind. 

The  first  salutation  by  Lee  was  the  booming  of  his  cannon. 
He  planted  his  guns  to  sweep  the  main  street,  where  the  Union 
troops  were  stationed.  His  fire  was  returned  by  one  gun  of 
Landis's  battery  placed  in  the  street.  After  four  shots,  General 
Smith  gave  orders  to  cease,  and  kept  the  enemy  at  bay  by  fear 
of  a  trap.  Fourteen  of  our  men  were  wounded ;  two  of  them 
mortally.  The  wounded  were  conveyed  to  the  College,  where, 
under  direction  of  Dr.  Neill,  they  were  tenderly  cared  for  by 
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the  delegates  of  the  Christian  Commission  and  'citizens  of  the 
town.  Singularly  enough,  the  first  man  wounded,  and  the  first 
to  receive  aid  from  the  delegates,  was  young  Stuart  Patterson, 
the  son  of  Joseph  Patterson,  Treasurer  of  the  Christian  Com- 
mission. 

This  was  "Wednesday  afternoon  and  night,  the  very  time  when 
the  great  battle  was  begun  at  Gettysburg ;  and  that  night,  or 
rather  next  morning  at  8  o'clock,  Fitzhugh  Lee  hastily  with- 
drew toward  the  scene  of  conflict,  probably  recalled  by  an  order 
from  his  chief. 

Before  entering  upon  the  history  of  the  Good  Samaritan  work 
on  the  great  field,  it  may  be  well  to  follow  on  with  that  which 
was  done  for  the  command  of  General  Smith  on  its  march 
toward  the  anticipated  scene  of  a  second  great  battle  on  the 
banks  of  the  Potomac.  , 

Part  of  the  delegates  returned  from  Carlisle  with  the  sick 
and  wounded  sent  to  Harrisburg.  John  Patterson,  however, 
went  on  with  the  troops.  At  Pine  Grove,  a  wheelwright's  shop 
was  obtained  near  Watt's  iron  furnace,  and  about  forty  disabled 
men  gathered  into  it.  They  had  lain  twenty-four  hours  without 
food  or  care.  Mr.  Patterson  distributed  to  them  all  his  remain- 
ing stores,  and  greatly  relieved  them.  Subsequently,  at  Hagers- 
town,  where  other  delegates  were  sent,  essential  service  was  ren- 
dered to  Dr.  Neill  in  bringing  order  out  of  the  confusion  he 
found  in  the  hospital,  and  in  benefiting  the  sick  and  wounded 
under  his  charge.  Of  this  the  following  letter  gives  gratifying 
evidence : 

Beadquartbus  op  Gen.  W.  F.  Smith's  Forces, 
Haokbstown.  Mo.,  Augtut  10,  186S. 

George  H.  Stuart,  Esq., 

President  United  States  Christian  Commission. 

Dbar  Sir  :  The  opportune  kindnesses  which  have  been  con- 
ferred on  the  sick  and  wounded  of  this  command,  have  been  so 
numerous  that  I  should  be  unmindful  of  my  duty  did  I  not  make 
to  you  some  acknowledgment. 

The  rapidity  with  which  the  emergency  troops  were  organized, 
and  the  want  of  those  comforts  with  which  the  old  organizations 
of  veteran  troops  are  always  provided,  rendered  the  personal 
assistance  of  the  members  of  the  Christian  Commission,  as  well 
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as  their  contributions  in  delicacies  and  comforts,  particularly 
grateful  at  the  bombardment  of  Carlisle. 

In  the  Department  of  Western  Virginia,  at  Hagerstown,  and 
at  Williamsport,  where  there  are  now  large  numbers  of  wounded 
left  by  both  armies,  your  representatives  were  most  efficient,  and 
to  the  United  States  Christian  and  Sanitary  Commissions  suffer* 
ing  soldiers,  both  Union  and  rebel,  owe  many  thanks. 

The  willingness  of  your  agents  to  receive  instructions  and  to 
co-operate  with  the  medical  officers  in  the  performance  of  labo- 
rioos  and  responsible  duties,  must  render  them  at  all  times  most 
welcome  assistants  to  army  surgeons. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  Neill, 

Surgeon  United  State«  Volunteers  and  Medioil  Director. 


GETTYSBURG. 

Introductory  to  the  report  of  the  principal  work  of  the  United 
States  Christian  Commission  on  the  bloody  field  of  Gettysburg, « 
the  following  letter  of  R.  G.  McCreary,  Esq.,  will  be  of  great 
historic  interest  and  value.  Mr.  McCreary  is  a  prominent  citi- 
zen and  lawyer  of  that  place,  was  one  of  the  most  indefati- 
gable laborers  through  all  the  time  that  the  Commission  retained 
direct  control  of  the  work,  and  subsequently  took  the  entire 
supervision  of  it  as  chairman  of  the  Army  Committee  to  whom 
it  was  assigned,  when  the  field  agents  of  the  Commission  were 
withdrawn  for  other  and  more  urgent  service  elsewhere. 

GlTTTSBURO,   Pa. 

Gbor0b  H.  Stuart,  Esq. 

Dkar  Sir  :  Our  Christian  Commission  work  here  is  finished; 
the  thousands  of  wounded  men  lately  around  us  have  gone ;  the 
tents  that  whitened  our  fields  have  been  removed ;  the  '^  pomp 
and  circumstance  of  war,'*  infantry,  artillery,  cavalry,  ambu- 
lance and  army  wagon,  have  disappeared  from  our  streets  ;  all 
have  gone  save  the  "  unretuming  brave,"  whose  bivouac  covers 
the  slope  of  Cemetery  Hill,  and  the  thousands  of  their  deluded 
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foes,  who,  With  valor  worthy  of  a  better  cause,  threw  away  their 
lives  in  vain  efforts  to  break  the  wall  of  fire  and  steel  which 
crossed  their  path  to  victory,  and  whose  nndistingnished  graves 
dot  and  scar  the  landscape  for  miles  around. 

Being  resident  here,  my  work  commenced  with  the  movements 
preceding  the  great  struggle  of  the  first  days  of  July,  which 
decided  the  fate  of  the  national  capital,  and  probably  of  the 
Southern  Confederacy.  For  several  days  previous  the  move- 
ments of  detached  portions  of  the  hostile  armies,  like  scudding 
clouds  whose  rapid  and  diverse  flight  precede  and  portend  the 
hurricane,  seemed  plainly  to  indicate  the  approach  of  the  tre- 
mendous conflict  of  those  days.  On  the  26th  day  of  June  a 
regiment  of  Pennsylvania  volunteers  arrived  from  Harrisburg, 
and  marched  to  Marsh  Creek  on  the  Chambersburg  turnpike, 
from  which  direction  it  was  understood  a  portion  of  the  rebel 
army  threatened  an  advance.  After  their  departure,  my  atten- 
tion was  called  to  two  young  men  lying  in  a  wet  and  dirty  apart- 
ment at  the  railroad  station,  sick  and  unable  to  travel.  I  had 
them  immediately  taken  to  my  house  and  put  to  bed,  where,  by 
medical  skill  and  careful  nursing,  they  were  so  far  recovered  in 
•  a  few  days  as  to  be  able  to  join  a  party  of  their  comrades  in  a 
successful  attempt  to  reach  their  regiment,  which  in  the  mean- 
time had  made  a  hasty  retreat  before  the  advance  of  Early's 
division  of  Ewell's  corps,  which  occupied  the  town  on  the  26th 
of  June,  and  the  next  day  moved  on  towards  the  Susquehanna. 
Two  days  later  a  brigade  of  cavalry  under  General  Kopelin 
arrived  from  the  direction  of  Frederick,  Maryland,  and,  as  they 
expected  a  fight  and  had  no  hospital  stores,  at  the  request  of 
their  surgeon  a  number  of  our  ladies  were  assembled,  and  the  Sab- 
bath was  spent  in  the  preparation  of  lint  and  bandages.  They 
were  not  needed,  however,  as  the  cavalry  fell  back  the  next 
morning ;  but  the  supply  thus  provided  proved  very  valuable  a 
few  days  later. 

In  the  morning  of  the  30th  of  June,  a  strong  reconnoitering 
force  of  rebels  advanced  on  the  Chambersburg  turnpike  to  the 
Seminary  ridge  overlooking  the  town ;  they  interrogated  a  citizen 
as  to  the  presence  of  "  Yankee  soldiers,**  and  were  told  that  there 
were  a  great  many  in  the  neighborhood.  This  information, 
false  in  fact,  and  intended  to  deceive,  may  have  prevented  them 
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from  t&king  possession  of  the  town  at  that  time,  and  they  fell 
back  several  miles  towards  the  mountains. 

In  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day,  Buford's  cavalry  division 
entered  the  town  from  the  south,  and  passed  a  mile  to  the  north- 
west on  the  Chambersburg  and  Manassasburg  turnpikes,  and 
halted  for  the  night.  Their  medical  officer  requested  accommo- 
dations for  six  or  eight  men  of  the  command  who  were  sick.  I 
procured  the  use  of  the  railroad  depot,  and  with  a  couple  of 
assistants  soon  had  it  cleared  out  and  twenty  comfortable  beds 
carried  in  and  arranged,  and  they  were  soon  all  filled  with  suf- 
fering men,  for  whom  an  abundant  supply  of  suitable  food  and 
delicacies  was  speedily  furnished  by  the  families  in  the  neigh- 
borhood, until  the  events  of  the  succeeding  day  caused  them  to 
be  removed  to  the  rear  of  our  army. 

The  battle  on  the  first  of  July  commenced  about  the  middle 
of  the  forenoon  between  the  rebels  advancing  on  the  Chambers- 
burg turnpike  and  Buford's  cavalry,  who,  as  the  infantry  of  the 
First  Army  Corps  came  up  and  formed  in  line  of  battle,  slowly 
retired  to  the  rear.  The  approaching  storm  was  watched  with 
intense  anxiety  by  the  citizens,  who,  crowding  to  their  house- 
tops, cheered  the  advance  of  our  brave  troops ;  but  it  was  not 
long  until  the  boom  of  cannon,  the  bursting  of  shell,  the  rattle 
and  crash  of  heavy  infantry  firing  along  the  ridges  west  of  the 
town,  and  the  stream  of  litters  which  began  to  move  in  from  the  • 
field  of  carnage,  brought  them  to  realize  the  fact  that  a  fierce  and 
bloody  contest  was  in  progress. 

Descending  from  my  chimney-top,  and  gathering  up  a  basket 
of  bandages,  with  basin,  sponge,  scissors,  and  pins,  I  hastened 
to  the  nearest  hospital,  which  I  found  in  a  warehouse  about  two 
hundred  yards  from  my  residence.  I  went  to  work  with  my  coat 
off^  and  saw  no  more  of  the  battle  until  the  middle  of  the  after- 
noon, though  there  was  abundant  evidence  in  the  many  mangled 
and  bleeding  forms  constantly  coming  in,  and  the  louder  and 
increasing  crash  of  arms,  that  the  conflict  was  a  most  terrible 
one,  and  was  rapidly  approaching  the  town.  At  length,  the  fre- 
quent explosion  of  shells  in  the  immediate  neighborhood — one  of 
them  passing  through  a  corner  of  the  warehouse — reminded  me 
that  I  had  a  wife  and  family  of  children  under  fire,  and  there- 
fore, reluctantly  leaving  my  work,  I  hastened  to  look  after  them. 
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Finding  all  safe,  I  ascended  to  the  house-top  for  another  view  of 
the  battle,  and  found  that  our  army  was  falling  back,  and  soon 
the  rush  and  roar  of  the  retreat  and  battle  m  the  streets  ban- 
ished everything  else  from  our  minds.  That  was  a  terrible 
night.  Our  army  had  been  driven  back  ;  the  town  was  full  of 
armed  enemies.  We  saw  and  heard  the  progress  of  pillage  all 
around  us,  and  knew  not  how  far  it  might  proceed ;  but  we 
trusted  in  the  Lord  and  were  safe. 

The  morning  of  July  the  second  revealed  a  dreadful  sight, — 
dead  horses  and  dead  men  lay  about  the  streets,  and  there  were 
none  to  bury  them.  Our  first  care  was  for  the  multitude  of 
wounded  men  now  suffering  for  want  of  food.  I  sallied  forth, 
taking  care  to  lock  the  door  after  me.  Arms  and  armor  were 
strewn  around  and  trodden  into  the  mud.  I  found  the  bakeries 
were  in  the  hands  of  the  rebels,  and  not  a  loaf  or  cracker  re- 
mained ;  the  butchers'  cattle  had  been  driven  away  or  confis- 
cated, and  no  meat  could  be  procured  ;  the  groceries  were  broken 
open,  and  their  contents  carried  away  or  destroyed  by  troops  of 
rebels,  who,  like  hungry  wolves,  roamed  through  the  streets  in 
search  of  plunder.  The  citizens  had  freely  distributed  to  our 
own  soldiers  for  several  days  previous,  and  had  little  left  in  their 
houses,  and,  as  we  were  entirely  cut  off  from  the  world  without  the 
rebel  lines,  there  was  no  possibility  of  procuring  a  supply ;  but 
•they  did  what  they  could,  even  denying  their  own  families  food 
in  order  to  give  something  to  the  suffering  men.  In  my  own 
family,  in  anticipation  of  what  had  occurred,  we  had  a  good 
supply  of  coffee  and  other  articles  now  most  needful;  a  twelve- 
gallon  boiler  waK  Tnjiriy  times  replenished,  and  its  contents  car- 
ried in  buckets  to  the  different  hospitals  within  reach,  and  with 
baskets  of  bread  and  other  edibles  distributed  among  the  men, 
served  to  relieve  the  pangs  of  hunger  in  many  'a  brave  sufferer. 

In  the  rear  of  my  residence  is  an  open  lot,  on  which  a  rebel 
commissary  cut  up  and  distributed  boef  to  a  company  or  bat- 
talion of  cavalry  quartered  near.  My  wife  solicited  and  ob- 
tained from  him  the  beef-bones  left  on  the  ground,  and  had  them 
conveyed  to  her  kitchen,  and  there  washed,  cut  up,  and  speedily 
converted  into  excellent  beef-soup,  until  in  this  way  proba- 
bly one  hundred  gallons  of  this  nourishing  food  had  been  dis- 
tributed to  the  different  hospitals,  thus  furnishing  a  most  grate* 
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ful  and  timely  relief  to  the  poor  fellows,  many  of  whom  were  not 
in  condition  to  partake  of  solid  food. 

Our  surgeons,  who  remained  with  these  men  and  permitted' 
themselves  to  be  taken  prisoners,  were  greatly  embarrassed  for 
want  of  medical  supplies,  as  the  rebels  would  not  or  could  not 
supply  any,  and  instances  were  mentioned  in  which  they  carried 
off  those  provided  for  our  men.  The  ladies  of  the  town  freely 
devoted  their  linen  and  muslin  goods  to  supply  bandages  and 
lint ;  but  the  lack  of  medicines  was  not  so  easily  remedierl. 

In  one  of  the  hospitals  were  several  cases  requiring  opera- 
tions, in  which  anodynes  were  necessary,  and  I  undertook  to 
find  any  that  might  be  in  town.  Calling  at  a  drug  store  which 
was  closed,  the  owner  came  to  the  door,  and  said  he  had  nothing 
of  the  kind  in  thQ  house,  and  added  in  a  whisper,  "  Call  again  ; 
there  is  a  rebel  oflBcer  in  the  store  searching  for  some.*'  At 
another  establishment  I  succeeded  in  getting  a  pound  of  chloro- 
form, which  was  brought  from  some  mysterious  hiding-place,  and 
for  which  the  owner  declined  accepting  any  compensation. 

Allow  me  here  to  remark,  that  the  stories  which  have  been 
published  charging  the  people  of  this  town  with  a  want  of  hos- 
pitality toward  the  soldiers,  are  basely  false.  1  do  not  believe 
any  community  has  exhibited  more  generous  devotion  towards 
those  thrown  upon  their  hands.  The  circumstances  in  which  they 
were  placed  made  it  impossible  for  them  to  afford  full  relief^ 
but  to  the  extent  of  their  ability,  as  a  general  rule,  and  beyond 
their  ability,  they  hesitated  not  to  contribute  in  aid  of  the  suf- 
fering multitudes  around  them.  In  those  days  of  sufxenng  1 
gathered  bread  from  house  to  house,  and  the  last  loaf  and  half 
loaf  was  always  cheerfully  given.  In  every  community  there 
are  heartless  and  sordid  persons  to  be  found,  and  doubtless  there 
are  such  here ;  but  they  are  exceptions.  In  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac  there  were  skulkers,  who,  when  their  comrades  were 
fighting,  hung  in  the  rear  and  plundered  the  farm-houses.  Shall 
we  therefore  charge  that  noble  army  with  cowardice  and  rob- 
bery? Not  less  unjust  is  it  to  accuse  the  citizens  of  Gettys- 
burg of  faults  which  a  few  individuals  may  have  committed. 
During  the  battle  of  the  first  day,  when  the  rebel  shells  were 
shrieking  and  bursting  around  the  hospitals,  even  the  women 
were  found  in  the  midst  of  the  wounded  men  as  they  were  carried 
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in  from  the  field,  doing  all  in  their  power  to  administer  to  their 
comfort ;  and  from  that  time  all  through  those  terrible  days, 
and  afterwards  down  to  the  close,  in  every  hospital  in  town  and 
around  it,  at  all  times,  with  a  devotion  that  never  flagged,  nor 
counted  any  sacrifice  too  great,  our  noble  women  were  found, 
like  angels  of  mercy,  binding  up  wounds  and  administering  cor- 
dials and  viands,  with  gentle  words  of  sympathy,  more  grateful 
to  the  sufferers  than  even  the  food  necessary  for  their  subsist- 
ence. Ask  the  many  hundreds  of  wounded  men  who  filled  the 
warehouses,  halls,  churches,  and  so  many  of  the  private  dwell- 
ings of  the  town  during  this  trying  period,  what  they  think 
of  the  hospitality  of  the  people  of  Gettysburg,  and  I  am  sure 
the  citizens  will  be  satisfied  with  their  verdict. 

The  rebels,  though  disposed  to  help  themselves,  were  gene- 
rally civil  and  even  respectful  towards  the  citizens.  A  circum- 
stance, however,  occurred  in  the  forenoon  of  Friday,  July  3d, 
which  for  a  while  seemed  likely  to  produce  trouble.  A  sol- 
dier of  a  Virginia  regiment,  sitting  in  front  of  the  Franklin 
House,  on  the  public  square,  was  shot  through  the  breast  by  a 
minie  ball  fired  by  a  sharp-shooter  in  a  house  near  the  Ceme- 
tery, a  full  half  mile  distant.  As  he  lay  writhing  in  agony,  a 
crowd  of  his  comrades  gathered  around,  and  insisted  that  he  had 
been  shot  from  some  of  the  houses  near  the  square,  and  threat- 
ened summary  vengeance.  I  had  gone  to  render  any  possible 
a*d  to  the  dying  man ;  but  finding  that  nothing  could  be  done 
for  him,  was  bathing  his  face  when  the  excitement  arose.  I 
remonstrated  with  them,  and  after  some  time  succeeded  in 
convincing  them  that  they  were  mistaken,  and  the  affair  passed 
off  with  apparently  sincere  thanks  for  my  kindness  to  the  dying 
man.  The  practice  of  sharp- shooting  made  it  sometimes  dan- 
gerous for  persons  on  the  streets.  I  had  the  day  previous  expe- 
rienced a  narrow  escape  from  injury.  As  I  was  passing  with 
my  basket  of  bandages  along  Baltimore  Street,  I  was  greeted 
with  the  peculiar  sound  of  a  minie  close  by  my  ear,  and  at 
the  instant  a  drooping  twig  was  cut  by  it  from  a  tree  just  in  front 
of  me.  The  incident  did  not  prevent  my  going  the  same  round 
again  ;  hut  it  made  me  careful  to  walk  as  close  as  convenient  to 
the  walls  of  the  houses. 

The  rebel  oflScers,  until  Friday,  seemed  to  be  entirely  confi- 
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dent  of  success.  One  of  them  said  to  me  in  the  forenoon  of 
Thursday  that  they  would  not  remain  with  us  more  than  a  few 
hours,  as  General  Lee  had  his  plan  of  battle  nearly  arranged, 
and  they  would  move  forward,  and  he  seemed  to  think  with 
assured  success.  He  said  they  had  one  hundred  thousand  men 
on  this  field,  and  boasted  of  their  complete  appointments  and 
mvincibility.  The  same  night,  at  a  late  hour,  several  officers 
on  horseback  stopped  in  front  of  my  dwelling,  where  several 
gentlemen,  anxious  for  information,  entered  into  conversation 
with  them ;  they  were  in  good  spirits,  and  said  they  had  ad- 
vanced both  wings  of  their  army  and  had  taken  one  of  our  bat- 
teries in  the  centre;  they  extolled  General  Lee  as  the  great 
master  of  the  militgiry  art,  and  spoke  of  his  admirable  strategy 
in  making  a  grand  feint  towards  Philadelphia,  in  order  to  con- 
centrate his  army  here  for  an  attack  on  Baltimore  and  Washing- 
ton. About  this  time  a  squad  of  soldiers  passing  were  halted, 
and  asked  to  what  they  belonged.  They  replied  to  the  Second 
Louisiana  Brigade.  They  were  then  asked  if  they  had  taken 
that  battery,  and  they  replied  that  they  had  to  "come  out,"  and 
could  not  take  it.  The  officers  were  silent.  These  men  said 
the  next  day  that  they  had  but  fifty  men  left  in  their  brigade 
after  that  assault;  they  were  the  "Louisiana  Tigers,"  of  whom 
those  officers  had  boasted  that  they  had  never  been  driven  back 
in  a  charge^  and  never  would  be. 

A  great  many  of  the  rebel  soldiers  seemed  to  have  no  affec- 
tion for  the  service,  and  would  gladly  leave  it  if  possible.  This 
we  found  by  conversation  with  their  wounded  men  in  the  hos- 
pitals, and  did  space  permit,  many  incidents  might  be  related 
Khowing  that  this  feeling  is  common  in  the  army,  and  that  the 
soldiers  are  kept  in  the  ranks  solely  by  force  of  stern  and  inex- 
orable military  law.  A  gentleman  living  in  the  south  end  of  the 
town,  whose  house  was  occupied  by  rebel  sharp-shooters,  who 
drove  him  and  his  family  into  the  cellar,  relates  that,  creeping 
out  after  dark  to  feed  his  cow,  he  encountered  one  of  these  men 
alone  in  the  stable,  and  entered  into  conversation  with  him.  He 
declared  that  he  had  been  compelled  to  enter  the  army,  and 
wept  when  he  spoke  of  his  wife  and  children,  from  whom  he 
had  been  forced  away  ;  he  was  anxious  to  be  assisted  in  getting; 
withiri  our  lines;  but  that  was  impossible,  as  the  intervening 
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space  was  covered  by  the  fire  of  the  pickets  of  both  armies.  The 
next  morning  our  skirmishers  advanced  and  killed  or  captured 
this  entire  party,  and  this  man's  rifle  was  found  two-thirds 
filled  with  cartridges,  showing  that  he  had  refused  to  fire  at 
the  Union  troops. 

On  Friday  night  the  rebel  army  quietly  withdrew  from  the 
town  to  the  crest  of  the  Seminary  ridge,  and  at  daylight  our 
skirmishers  drove  out  or  captured  their  stragglers  and  pickets. 
It  was  truly  a  joyful  morning  to  the  citizens,  who  fc*t  as  if  some 
dreadful  incubus  had  been  removed ;  and  though  it  was  a  day  of 
alarm  from  the  apprehension  that  the  rebel  batteries  might  open 
on  the  town,  still  it  was  evident  that  they  were  retreating,  and 
that  relief  was  at  hand.  As  soon  as  the  town  was  clear  of  the 
rebel  lines,  supplies  began  to  come  in,  and  those  in  hospitals 
here  were  made  as  comfortable  as  circumstances  permitted  ;  but 
there  was  still  in  the  fields — the  scene  of  the  first  day's  fight — 
a  large  number  who  for  two  days  more  could  not  be  reached, 
and  whose  sufferings  must  have  been  beyond  description  severe. 

R.  G.  McCrbaky. 

The  battle  of  Gettysburg  was  fought  on  three  successive  days 
(July  1,  2  and  3,  1863),  resulting  in  a  decisive  Federal  victory, 
though  with  great  loss  on  both  sides.  The  whole  number 
killed,  wounded,  and  missing  was  about  60,000, — two-thirds 
Rebel.  The  wounded  of  the  two  armies  left  to  be  cared  for 
numbered  more  than  20,000.  God  was  in  the  tide  of  the  battle ; 
but  He  was  no  less  in  the  vast  machinery  and  mntcrial  of  relief 
speedily  called  into  existence  to  supply  the  demands  created  by 
it.  Two  armies,  one  of  60,000,  the  other  of  90,000  men,  with 
scanty  supplies  of  food  and  medicine,  and  these  selected  with- 
out special  reference  to  the  wants  of  wounded  men,  had  met 
in  mortal  conflict.  The  field  of  combat  was  in  a  country  rich  in 
the  products  of  the  soil,  though  now  barren  as  a  wilderness. 
Near  the  largest  cities  of  the  continent,  with  their  exhaustless 
supplies,  it  was  yet  completely  isolated,  and  consequently  desti- 
tute. While  the  dead  still  lay  unburied  by  the  highways,  and 
the  helpless  wounded  upon  the  field  were  numbered  by  thousands, 
the  call  of  the  bugle  summoned  the  victors  to  pursuit,  the  strong 
soldier  from  the  side  of  the  dying,  the  loved  comrade  from  re- 
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ceiving  the  last  messages  of  aflFeetion  for  friends  at  home,  the 
faithful  surgeon  from  the  pierced  skull,  the  mangled  flesh,  and 
the  broken  limb.  Could  it  be  possible  that  only  twenty  men  of 
all  classes  and  ranks  were  detailed  to  minister  to  the  wants  of 
the  three  thousand  who  were  wounded  in  a  single  corps  ?  Yet 
80  it  was,  for  it  was  whispered  that  this  was  but  the  beginning 
of  the  issue ;  that  we  were  upon  the  eve  of  other  and  bloodier 
battles. 

The  Christian  Commission  in  occupying  the  field  thus  neces- 
sarily abandoned  by  our  army  only  enlarged  the  operations  which 
it  had  already  begun.  Two  of  the  delegates  of  the  Commission, 
Rev.  B.  B.  Howard,  a  brother  of  Major-General  Howard,  and 
Rev.  J.  Q.  Chamberlain,  both  from  Maine,  having  accompanied 
the  army  in  its  march  from  Leesburg,  were  on  the  ground  during 
the  entire  progress  of  the  battle,  and  gave  their  personal  atten- 
tion to  the  wants  of  the  wounded  as  they  fell.  At  the  same  time, 
R.  G.  McCreary,  Esq.,  a  prominent  lawyer  of  Gettysburg,  instead 
of  seeking  a  place  of  safety  for  himself,  directed  all  his  efforts 
to  the  alleviation  of  the  sufferings  of  those  who  were  wounded  in 
the  first  day's  fight,  while  attempting  to  defend  and  hold  the 
•  town.  Officers  and  men  who  were  aided  by  these  delegates, 
have  repeatedly  spoken  of  the  assistance  they  received  during 
the  battle  from  the  Christian  Commission,  and  of  the  probability 
of  their  death  had  they  not  been  thus  aided. 

Soon  after  the  conflict  ceased  an  additional  number  of  dele- 
gates, who  had  followed  the  army  from  Aquia  Creek  and  Fairfax, 
with  supplies,  reached  the  field  by  way  of  Baltimore  and  West- 
minster. At  Westminster,  meeting  hundreds  of  the  wounded 
from  the  battle-field,  without  a  surgeon  to  care  for  theqa,  a  part 
halted  and  assisted  in  the  establishment  of  hospitals  in  that 
place,  and  in  providing  for  the  wants  of  their  inmates.  Among 
those  to  whom  they  ministered  were  Major-General  Hancock  and 
his  aid.  General  Miller.  After  much  diflSculty,  through  the  aid 
of  General  Buford,  a  party  of  delegates  arrived  with  their  stores 
at  the  hospital  of  the  Second  Corps.  These  stores  they  divided 
among  the  wounded  of  the  Second,  Third,  and  Fifth  Corps,  and 
thus  relieved  the  wants  of  many  a  poor  soldier,  while  pointing 
him  to  Jesus,  before  supplies  or  laborers  arrived  from  any  other 
source. 
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During  Saturday  and  Sunday  delegates  continued  to  arrive, 
walking,  some  of  them,  nearly  fifteen  miles,  through  mud  and 
rain,  in  order  to  be  at  their  posts  the  sooner.  On  Monday,  F.  E. 
Shearer,  Esq.,  agent  of  the  Commission  at  Washington,  D.  C, 
reached  the  town  of  Gettysburg,  where  he  found  a  number  of  the 
delegates  already  occupied  in  the  hospitals,  with  the  centre  of 
their  operations  at  the  office  of  R.  G.  Harper,  Esq.,  editor  of  the 
"Adams  Sentinel."  Through  the  aid  of  Mr.  J.  Bevan,  Mr. 
Shick's  store  was  soon  obtained  as  a  depot  for  supplies,  the  only 
such  depot  in  town  till  another  was  opened  by  Adams'  Express 
Company,  twenty-four  hours  afterwards,  and  a  third  twelve  hours 
later  still  by  the  Sanitary  Commission.  The  neighboring  auxi- 
liaries of  the  Commission,  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  surround- 
ing counties,  had  already  begun  to  send  in  supplies,  which  were 
given  to  the  Christian  Commission.  These  were  of  every  possible 
variety,  and  were  brought  in  all  sorts  of  wagons.  Before  night- 
fall of  Monday  probably  not  less  than  fifteen  loads  of  provisions 
had  been  received  and  distributed.  Both  delegates  and  stores 
continued  to  arrive,  and  long  before  the  cars  were  running,  two 
extensive  rooms  were  being  constantly  filled  with  and  emptied 
of  provisions  for  the  needy. 

On  Tuesday  (July  7)  two  large  loads  of  the  choicest  hospital 
supplies  from  Philadelphia,  comprising  something  like  eighty 
boxes,  and  accompanied  by  nearly  thirty  delegates,  came  around 
the  mountain  from  Carlisle  by  way  of  Dillsburg,  in  order  to 
avoid  Stuart's  cavalry,  which  at  the  time  was  said  to  be  lurking 
in  the  woods  between  Carlisle  and  Gettysburg.  About  this  time 
other  loads  of  stores  arrived  from  Columbia,  Harrisburg,  York, 
and  the  */ Patriot  Daughters,'*  of  Lancaster. 

Saturday,  Sunday,  Monday  and  Tuesday  the  town  of  Gettys- 
burg presented  a  sad  and  woeful  appearance.  Guns  were  scat- 
tered in  the  streets  or  piled  upon  the  sidewalks.  Pavements 
were  stained  with  blood.  Every  church  and  public  building, 
and  in  fact  every  private  house,  was  filled  with  wounded  men. 
Women  had  gone  out  into  the  streets  while  the  battle  was  in 
progress,  and  washing  the  wounds  of  our  soldiers,  had  carried 
them  to  their  own  homes,  where  they  kindly  ministered  to  them 
until  they  died,  or  were  able  to  be  removed  to  a  more  suitable 
place.     The  Seminary  and  College  buildings  were  occupied  by 
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rebel  wounded,  as  were  the  barns  and  sheds,  west  and  south  of 
the  town,  towards  Chambersburg  and  Emmetsburg.  More 
than  twenty  thousand  men  in  all  were  in  and  around  Gettysburg 
at  the  be;:*inning  of  the  week  following  the  battle.  Of  these 
many  were  but  slightly  wounded,  and  with  a  little  assistance  and 
encouragement  were  able  to  walk.  For  several  days,  therefore, 
after  the  battle  a  stream  of  Federal  soldiers,  weary,  weak  from 
loss  of  blood,  hungry  and  disheartened,  could  be  seen  coming  in 
from  the  various  field  hospitals  which  had  been  suddenly  extem- 
porized three  or  four  miles  from  town,  hoping  to  find  cars 
ready  to  take  them  to  Baltimore  or  Philadelphia.  To  feed  these 
men,  to  wash  their  wounds,  to  give  them  clean  clothing,  to  en- 
courage them  to  continue  their  journey  till  they  should  reach 
the  place,  a  mile  beyond  the  town,  where  the  trains  were  at  first 
obliged  to  stop,  was  a  part  of  our  work.  An  eating  saloon  was, 
therefore,  imperatively  called  for,  and  immediately  established, 
by  the  Christian  Commission,  at  which,  in  the  words  of  Dr.  Bel- 
lows, **8ome  thousands  of  tired  and  hungry  soldiers  were  fed." 
The  superintendence  of  this  saloon  was  undertaken  by  Mr. 
Louis  Muller,  of  Baltimore,  a  work  in  which  he  was  assisted 
by  Mr.  Woodward,  of  the  same  city,  both  delegates,  who  cooked 
the  food  eaten,  and  personally  attended  to  its  distribution.  In 
this  work  Mr.  Woodward  furnished  an  example  of  the  most  un- 
tiring industry  and  devotion,  laboring  till  near  midnight,  rising 
with  the  first  dawn  of  day,  and  deserves  to  be  held  in  lasting 
remembrance  for  his  faith  and  zeal  and  labors  of  love.  This 
saloon  was  kept  in  full  operation  by  U3  till  the  Sanitary  Commis- 
sion proposed  to  take  that  work  off  our  hands.  As  we  had  more 
than  we  could  do  to  take  care  of  the  severely  wounded,  this 
ofler  was  gladly  accepted.  Mr.  A.  II.  Brown  and  other  dele- 
gates of  the  Christian  Commission,  helped  the  agents  of  the 
Sanitary  Commission  to  pitch  their  tents  near  the  railroad 
depot,  and  we  thankfully  gave  over  the  feeding  of  hungry 
soldiers,  at  this  point,  into  their  hands. 

As  soon  as  possible  after  the  close  of  the  battle,  stations  of 
the  Christian  Commission  were  established  in  the  corps  hospi. 
tals,  a  competent  delegate  appointed  to  take  charge  of  each,  who 
was  called  the  captain  of  it,  and  other  delegates  assigned  to 
work  under  his  direction,  subject,  however,  to  the  orders  of  the 
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surgeon  in  charge,  to  whom  all  were  to  report  themselres  in  the 
first  instance  for  instruction  in  the  work  which  they  should 
perform.  In  every  corps  hospital,  with  a  single  exception, 
that  of  the  Sixth  Corps,  there  was  a  tent  occupied  by  the  stores 
and  delegates  of  the  Commission.  The  work  in  each  of  these 
corps  hospitals,  though  in  many  points  similar,  was  yet  so 
different  as  to  need  to  be  described  by  itself,  or  to  be  studied 
in  connection  with  the  reports  of  the  delegates  who  worked  in  a 
particular  corps.  We  can  here  give  only  a  general  survey  of 
the  whole  field,  leaving  incidents  entirely  out  of  sight,  and  naming 
only  those  delegates  who  had  charge  of  the  work  in  a  particular 
field,  though  others,  whose  record  is  on  high,  equally  deserve 
notice. 

In  some  respects  the  work  in  the  Second  Corps  hospital  was 
the  most  interesting  and  important.  There  were  at  least  twenty- 
five  hundred  wounded  men  in  this  hospital,  which  was  located  at 
first  (though  afterwards  removed  to  a  better  situation)  in  a  grove 
about  a  mile  south  of  the  Baltimore  pike,  and  between  two  and 
three  miles  from  town.  The  men  here  were  in  a  terrible  condi- 
tion. They  lay  upon  the  damp  ground,  many  of  them  with 
nothing  under  them.  In  this  hospital  there  were  an  unusually 
large  number  of  amputations,  the  amputated  stumps  lying  directly 
upon  the  ground,  except  when  now  and  then  elevated  a  little 
upon  a  handful  of  straw  or  a  bunch  of  old  rags.  Many  of  the 
men,  perhaps  most  of  them,  were  in  want  of  clothing.  Suitable 
food  was  not  to  be  had.  The  surgeons  were  overworked.  There 
was  an  insufficient  number  of  attendants,  every  able-bodied  man 
that  could  possibly  be  spared  having  accompanied  the  army  in 
its  pursuit  of  Lee. 

Into  this  field,  as  already  intimated,  the  Christian  Commis- 
sion entered.  A  tent  was  pitched,  at  first  in  the  Third  Division 
of  the  Second  Corps,  under  the  direction  of  Rev.  J.  E.  Adams, 
of  New  Sharon,  Maine,  and  J.  B.  Stillson,  Esq.,  of  Rochester, 
N.  T.  Here  a  dozen  delegates  had  their  headquarters,  while 
they  sought  to  alleviate  pain,  with  all  the  energy  which  the  sight 
of  suffering  can  arouse.  Another  tent,  and  still  another,  was 
pitched  in  the  First  and  Second  Divisions  of  the  same  corps, 
where  the  Rev.  R.  C.  Matlack,  with  a  company  of  delegates 
from  Philadelphia,  and  Mrs.  Moore  and  her  daughter,  sent  by 
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the  Commission  from  Baltimore,  labored  incessantly  for  several 
weeks.  Other  ladies  from  differents  parts  of  Pennsylvania  did 
a  good  work  in  this  corps,  cooking  and  supplying  choice  dishes 
of  nourishing  food  for  the  languishing  men. 

In  addition  to  the  twenty-five  hundred  previously  mentioned, 
there  were  nearly  or  quite  a  thousand  rebels,  most  of  them 
severely  wounded,  lying  on  the  outskirts  of  this  hospital, 
shrieking  and  crying  for  assistance  continually.  The  appear- 
ance of  those  connected  with  the  hospital  of  the  Third  Division 
of  this  corps  beggars  description.  Destitute  of  clothing,  many 
of  them  nearly  naked  and  covered  with  filth,  without  tents,  lying 
in  the  mud — for  the  sudden  rise  of  the  little  stream  by  which 
they  had  been  placed  rendered  it  impossible  to  avoid  this — curs- 
ing, praying,  begging  their  attendants  or  visitors  to  put  an  end 
to  their  sufferings  by  taking  their  lives,  here  one  and  yonder 
another  laid  out  by  himself  to  die,  these  wretched  men  made  the 
strongest  appeal  to  Christian  sympathy  and  benevolence.  Nor 
was  their  appeal  unheeded.  Physicians  who  had  come  out  under 
the  direction  of  the  Commission  were  immediately  sent  to  their 
relief,  to  dress  their  wounds  and  to  prescribe  for  their  necessities, 
while  stores  were  freely  distributed  among  them  by  Messrs. 
Adams  and  Stillson  and  their  associates.  Nor  did  this  work  cease 
till  every  wounded  man  was  made  comfortable,  every  wound 
dressed,  every  necessary  amputation  performed,  tents  issued  for 
their  a«  ommodation,  underclothing  distributed,  and  those  who 
were  able  to  endure  it  sent  to  Baltimore  or  Philadelphia,  while 
the  rest  were  conveyed  to  the  general  hospital  established  on 
the  other  side  of  the  town.  Hardly  loss  thorough  than  this 
was  the  work  performed  in  the  First  and  Second  Divisions  of 
the  corps.  Mr.  Matlack  and  those  associated  with  him  were 
untiring  in  their  efforts  to  make  our  soldiers  comfortable,  dress- 
ing wounds  themselves,  giving  without  stint  while  their  stores 
held  out,  then  telegraphing  to  Philadelphia  for  more,  and  only 
remitting  their  exertions  when  the  necessity  for  them  had  passed 
away. 

When  all  who  could  be  had  been  removed  to  the  general 

hospital,  there  were  nearly  four  hundred  left  on  the  ground, 

severe  cases  of  amputation,  compound  fracture,  &c.,  of  whom 

^probably  not   more  than  one- third  lived.     Among  these  men. 
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many  of  whom  suflFered  excruciatingly,  some  of  our  delegates 
continued  to  labor  till  the  last,  through  the  surgeons  and  in 
connection  with  other  commissions  supplying  their  bodily  wants, 
but  seeking  chiefly  to  direct  them  to  the  Great  Physician  for 
the  healing  of  the  soul.  Many  gave  evidence  of  a  renewed  state. 
Especially  was  this  true  among  the  rebels.  And  as  the  delegates 
went  through  their  tents  you  would  hear  the  inmates  invoke 
blessings  upon  their  heads,  and  beg  them  to  stop  and  pray  and 
sing.  A  more  glorious  work  was  never  engaged  in.  The  bless- 
ings of  philanthropy  were  not  simply  seen,  but  felt. 

The  following  letter  from  Dr.  McAbee  shows  the  surgeons* 
appreciation  of  the  delegates  and  their  work : 

Hospital,  Thibd  Ditisioit,  Secokd  Corps, 

Nbab  Obtttsburo,  Pa.,  Jalj  15,  1863. 

Messrs.  Stillson,  Adams,  Fields, 

AND   others  of  THE  CHRISTIAN  COMMISSION. 

Gentlemen:  Please  allow  me  to  say  that  the  society  which 
you  represent  more  than  earned  a  right  to  the  title  it  has  as- 
sumed, in  the  work  it  did  at  Gettysburg  for  the  wounded  of  this 
Division.  The  supplies  of  food  and  clothing  furnished  were 
wisely  selected,  and  generously  and  judiciously  distributed,  and 
the  agents  sent,  by  the  manliness  of  their  bearing,  the  unpre- 
tending devotion  with  which  they  gave  tuemselves  to  the  work, 
and  the  Christian-like  deportment  which  characterized  their 
conduct  throughout,  stamped  them  as  being  eminently  fitted  for 
the  work  of  faith  and  labor  of  love  to  which  they  had  been 
assigned. 

Such  laborers  will  always  be  welcome  where  large-hearted, 
true  men  are  needed. 

H.  M.  McAbee, 

8ai|^0D  in  charge. 

The  work  of  the  Commission  in  the  First  Corps  was  equally 
thorough  and  scarcely  less  interesting.  The  hospitals  belonging 
to  this  corps  were  widely  separated,  some  of  them  being  in  the 
town,  where  many  had  been  wounded  on  the  first  day  of  the 
battle,  occupying  the  Presbyterian  church,  the  Catholic  church 
and  the  Court-house,  while  others,  filled  with  those  who  had 
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been  wounded  later  in  the  conflict,  were  four  miles  away,  towards 
Littlestown,  on  the  Baltimore  pike,  on  either  side  of  the  road, 
in  houses  and  bams  and  open  fields.  A  great  number  of  dele- 
gates were  employed  in  supplying  the  wants  of  these  hospitals. 

The  work  of  the  Commission  in  the  hospitals  out  of  town, 
especially  those  belonging  to  the  Second  Division  of  the  First 
Corps,  were  at  first  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  H.  M.  Stevens, 
of  Maine,  who  labored  with  great  acceptance  and  success. 
Religious  meetings  were  also  established,  which  were  attended 
with  much  interest.  The  labors  of  the  Rev.  A.  G.  McAuley, 
of  Philadelphia,  and  his  party,  were  very  acceptable  to  the  men 
in  these  hospitals.  He  visited  them  frequently,  conversed  with 
them  on  religious  subjects,  prayed  with  them,  while  he  endeavored 
to  make  their  bodily  condition  more  comfortable.  Some  idea 
of  his  work  may  be  formed  from  the  fact,  that  on  one  day  he 
gave  a  glass  of  lemonade  to  each  one  of  more  th£n  a  thousand 
men,  at  the  same,  time  leaving  them  an  abundance  of  suitable 
food.  It  may  not  be  inappropriate  in  this  connection  to  speak 
of  the  gratitnde  which  a  company  of  soldiers  occupying  a  garret 
manifested  on  another  occasion,  when  a  piece  of  fresh  bread 
and  butter  was  presented  to  each  of  them,  of  the  eager  attention 
they  gave  when  addressed  in  regard  to  their  souls'  salvation, 
and  of  the  grateful  feelings  of  hundreds  of  others,  lying  in 
bams,  in  the  driveways,  in  the  stables,  in  the  bays,  on  the  lofts, 
to  whom  on  that  same  day  large  slices  of  soft  bread,  spread  with 
sweet  butter  and  the  choicest  preserve,  were  given :  their  hearty 
words  of  acknowledgment  and  their  readiness  to  listen  to  the 
truths  of  the  Gospel  can  never  be  forgotten.  Those  belonging 
to  the  First  Division  of  this  corps,  who  lay  in  White  Church, 
were  fortunate  in  having  the  attention  of  Mrs.  Spencer,  from 
New  York,  who  drew  freely  from  both  the  Sanitary  and  the 
Christian  Commission,  in  order  that  her  patients  might  want  for 
nothing. 

In  town,  a  great  variety  of  laborers  were  employed.  The 
Rev.  Mr.  McCuUough,  of  Philadelphia,  with  the  aid  of  one  or  two 
other  delegates,  at  the  surgeon's  request,  made  bunks  for  all  of 
the  patients  in  the  Catholic  church,  raising  them  from  the  floor, 
cleaned  out  the  wet,  musty  straw,  obtained  fresh  sweet  bedding, 
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swept  the  entire  house,  fixed  the  windows  so  that  they  could  be 
lowered  from  the  top,  and  together  with  the  Sisters  of  Charity, 
who  never  wearied  in  deeds  of  kindness,  washed  and  fed  the 
men.  The  same  work  was  done  in  the  church  opposite,  and  in 
the  Court-house,  by  Mrs.  Brainard  and  Mrs.  Barnard,  of  Michi- 
gan, who  entered  upon  the  same  at  the  suggestion  of  the 
Christian  Commission,  and  in  the  Presbyterian  church,  ex- 
cept that  bunks  were  not  here  made.  In  all  the  hospitals  in 
town,  and  they  were  very  many,  delegates  were  at  work,  in  some 
doing  more,  in  others  less.  The  Rev.  I.  0.  Sloan  made  it  his 
whole  business  to  go  from  place  to  place,  ministering  to  cases  of 
necessity,  and  speaking  words  of  comfort  and  consolation  to  all 
with  whom  he  met.  Always,  when  possible,  words  of  Christian 
exhortation  were  spoken,  the  dying  directed  to  Jesus,  and  prayer- 
meetings  and  Sabbath  exercises  held.  But  at  first,  the  relief  of 
bodily  suffering  necessarily  occupied  a  great  part  of  our  atten- 
tion, sometimes  seemingly,  though  not  really,  .to  the  neglect  of 
spiritual  interests.  In  all  branches  of  the  work,  however,  the 
delegates  of  the  Commission  served  it  so  faithfully  as  to  call 
forth  from  scores  the  expressed  hope,  that  it  would  not  leave  the 
ground  while  a  single  soldier  remained  to  be  cared  for.  Hun- 
dreds of  soldiers,  too,  belonging  to  difierent  corps,  lying  in 
private  houses  throughout  the  town,  received  their  daily  food, 
obtained  and  prepared  for  them  by  citizens  of  the  place,  directly 
from  the  rooms  of  the  Commission. 

The  Third  Corps  hospital  lay  in  a  field  southeast  of  that  of 
the  Second  Corps,  a  mile  or  more  from  the  Baltimore  pike,  and 
nearly  four  miles  from  town.  The  men  in  this  corps,  though  very 
great  sufferers,  did  not  appear  to  have  been  so  severely  wounded 
as  many  in  other  corps,  so  that  our  work  among  them,  though 
interesting  and  profitable,  was  not  so  indispensable  as  it  seemed 
to  be  elsewhere.  Perhaps  we  did  not  accomplish  quite  as  much 
here  as  we  should,  had  not  the  Rev.  W.  S.  Alexander,  of  Pom- 
fret,  Connecticut,  to  whom  the  charge  of  the  work  was  assigned, 
and  whom  we  supposed  to  be  on  the  ground,  received  several 
dangerous  wounds,  while  quietly  attending  to  his  duties,  from  an 
intoxicated  major,  who,  it  should  be  added,  to  the  credit  of  Major- 
General  Bimey  and  the  War  Department,  was  promptly  arrested 
and  finally  dismissed  the  service,  while  Mr.  Alexander  received 
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every  possible  attention  from  the  commanding  officers.  The 
occurrence  of  this  event  disarranged  our  operations  at  first, 
rendering  them  less  systematic  and  orderly  than  elsewhere.  As 
soon,  however,  as  the  true  state  of  aflFairs  was  known,  a  tent 
was  obtained  and  the  services  of  several  very  efficient  delegates 
secured,  who  labored  with  great  success  and  with  a  zeal  and  devo- 
tion which  only  the  love  of  Christ  can  excite. 

Connected  with  the  hospital  of  the  Third  Corps  was  a  bam, 
full  of  wounded  rebels,  who  were  in  a  most  destitute  condition. 
Some  of  them  were  half  buried  in  the  dark  filthy  water  con- 
cealed under  the  hay,  so  often  strewed  on  the  bottom  of  barn 
cellars.  Others  were  on  the  ground-floor  of  stables,  others  in 
sheds,  and  some  lay  in  the  shadow  of  the  fences  which  lined  the 
narrow  lane  on  which  the  barn  stood.  Hungry,  weary,  discour- 
aged, necessarily  neglected  by  our  own  over-occupied  surgeons, 
these  rebels  were  all  thrown  upon  the  hands  of  the  Christian 
Commission.  If  other  agencies  supplied  their  wants  to  any 
great  extent,  we  did  not  know  it.  Delegates  who  were  physicians 
were  sent  them,  who,  sleeping  among  them  as  they  could,  and 
eating  what  was  easiest  obtained,  bound  up  wounds,  amputated 
Umbs,  and  gave  them  nourishing  soups  and  stimulating  drinks, 
while  they  never  forgot  the  religious  wants  of  their  patients. 
They  were  aided  by  a  young  lady  from  Chelsea,  Massachusetts, 
who  cooked  and  distributed  food.  Interesting  conversions  here 
took  place,  and  we  cannot  doubt  that  it  will  appear  at  the  last 
day  that  many  laid  the  foundation  of  their  new  life  in  this  old 
bam,  through  the  labors  and  in  answer  to  the  prayers  of  the 
Christian  men  who  so  willingly  ministered  unto  them.  This 
work  also  continued  till  the  prisoners  were  removed  either  to  the 
general  hospital  or  sent  to  Baltimore  or  Philadelphia,  from 
whence  they  were  finally  carried  to  Chester,  where  they  re- 
ceived the  best  of  care  and  attention.  '. 

The  Fifth  Corps*  hospital  was  in  sight  of  that  of  the  Third 
Corps,  and  not  many  rods  distant.  The  men  here,  though 
needy,  were  kindly  cared  for.  Rev.  R.  J.  Parvin,  of  Phila- 
delphia, a  man  of  great  executive  ability,  who  had  been  a  dele- 
gate to  several  battle-fields,  superintended  the  work  in  this 
corps.  The  worst  cases  were  collected  together  by  themselves 
in   a  bam,  a  short  distance  from  the  main  hospital,  where 
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Mr.  Parvin  gave  them  his  personal  attention,  laboring  among 
them  all  the  day,  praying  with  them  at  all  hours,  allowing 
himself  to  be  called  up  during  the  night,  comforting  the  dying, 
writing  the  messages  of  the  living,  attending  to  the  burial  of 
the  dead,  and  distributing  articles  of  food  and  clothing  directly 
under  the  eye  of  the  surgeon  in  charge.  In  each  of  the  divi- 
sions of  this  corps  delegates  were  employed,  whose  business  it 
was  to  inform  themselves  of  the  wants  of  all  in  their  depart- 
ment, and  either  supply  their  wants  themselves  or  report  defi- 
ciencies to  Mr.  Parvin,  who  saw  that  the  needed  articles  were 
promptly  provided.  When  Mr.  Parvin  left  his  work,  he  was 
succeeded  by  Rev.  Gteorge  Bringhurst,  of  Philadelphia,  who 
trod  in  the  footsteps  of  his  predecessor,  and  whose  genial  counte- 
nance and  loving  words  were  everywhere  welcome.  So  perfectly 
systematized  was  the  work  in  this  corps,  that  it  seemed  far  less 
extensive  than  it  really  was,  though  just  in  proportion  as  system 
was  introduced  was  the  amount  of  available  labor  increased. 

The  remainder  of  the  Sixth  Corps,  numbering  only  a  few 
hundreds,  and  lying  near  to  those  of  the  Fifth  Corps,  were  added 
to  Mr.  Parvin*s  charge,  though  the  bodily  wants  of  these  suflFer- 
ers  were  chiefly  supplied  by  other  agencies  than  our  own,  either 
by  Government,  by  some  of  the  various  relief  societies,  or  by 
the  Sanitary  Commission.  The  surgeon  in  charge,  when  a^cd 
what  should  be  sent  him,  replied  that  he  needed  nothing,  though 
he  willingly  gave  our  delegates  the  privilege  of  conversing  with 
his  men  on  religious  subjects,  and  seemed  glad  that  provision 
was  made  to  give  them  a  Christian  burial. 

Owing  to  certain  unforeseen  and  unfavorable  circumstances, 
the  operations  of  the  Commission  were  less  successful  in  the 
hospital  of  the  Twelfth  Corps  than  elsewhere.  Yet  a  large 
amount  of  provisions  was  distributed  here  from  first  to  last, 
and  many  a  wounded  soldier  was  comforted  and  directed  to 
Christ ;  but,  as  two  very  excellent  chaplains  had  remained  at 
this  hospital,  the  necessity  for  the  religious  instruction  given  by 
delegates  of  the  Commission  was  less  urgent  than  at  most  other 
places. 

Our  work  in  the  hospital  of  the  Eleventh  Corps,  at  first  under 
the  very  eflScient  charge  of  Mr.  James  Qrant,  of  Philadelphia, 
and  subsequently  under  the  care  of  the  Rev.  J.  B.  Poernefi  of 
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Baltimore,  furnished  a  field  favorable  to  cultivation.  It  was 
nearest  the  town  of  all  the  field  hospitals,  and  was  therefore  easy 
of  access.  The  number  of  wounded  in  it  was  large, — ^nearly  or 
quite  two  thousand.  At  first  there  was  much  destitution.  Part 
of  Monday  night,  after  the  battle,  was  spent  by  Mrs.  Harris, 
of  Philadelphia,  and  one  of  the  delegates  of  the  Commission, 
in  giving  to  some  hundreds  of  wounded  soldiers  the  first  soft 
bread  they  had  tasted  since  the  fight. 

Many  of  the  men  were  Germans,  and  could  be  reached  only 
by  one  who  understood  their  language.  For  this  post,  there- 
fore, Mr.  Poemer  was  well  fitted.  In  connection  with  other 
delegates,  he  conducted  religious  services  in  both  the  English 
and  the  German  language,  and  conversed  privately  with  great 
numbers  in  regard  to  the  interests  of  the  soul.  He  did  very 
much  also  to  lessen  the  suflFering  experienced  here.  He  carried 
out  pieces  of  broken  boxes  from  town,  and  barrel  staves,  and, 
with  little  assistance  from  any  quarter,  succeeded  in  raising  all 
the  men  from  the  bare  ground  on  which  they  had  hitherto  lain. 

Though  it  was  our  first  duty  to  provide  for  our  own  soldiers, 
the  rebels  were  not  neglected.  Of  this,  the  treatment  of  those 
connected  with  the  hospitals  of  the  Second  and  Third  Corp« 
furnishes  abundant  proof.  But  besides  what  was  here  done, 
effort  was  made  to  improve  the  condition  and  to  increase  the 
comfort  of  the  prisoners  on  the  Cash  town  road,  and  on  the 
various  other  roads  west  and  south  of  the  town.  The  Rev.  A. 
B.  Cross,  of  Baltimore,  explored  this  field  with  great  thorough- 
ness, and  reported  its  necessities,  which,  in  every  case,  were 
immediately  relieved. 

The  buildings  of  the  Lutheran  Theological  Seminary  and 
College  were  filled  with  rebel  wounded,  who,  though  needy  as 
wounded  men  always  are,  were  at  no  time  in  what  could  justly 
be  called  a  destitute  condition.  Much  was  done  for  the  inmates 
of  these  hospitals,  parties  from  Baltimore  taking  up  their  abode 
in  the  College  building,  that  they  might  the  better  minister  to 
the  wants  of  the  sufferers.  There  were  some  also  proclaiming 
themselves  delegates  of  the  Christian  Commission,  who  disre- 
garded military  rule  to  so  great  a  degree  that  the  provost- 
marshal  was  obliged  to  require  of  all  who  ministered  to  these 
prisoners  an  oath  of  allegiance,  and  no  one  who  refused  this  oath 
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was  recognized  by  us  as  a  delegate  of  the  Commission ;  for,  as 
was  once  done  with  a  wagon  marked  U.  S.  C.  C,  and  sometimes 
employed  in  conveying  contraband  articles  to  the  College,  the 
name  of  the  Commission  was  frequently  counterfeited  by  those 
who  had  no  sympathy  with  our  Government.  All  packages 
and  boxes  directed  to  private  individuals  at  Gettysburg  were 
opened  by  order  of  the  military  authorities,  and,  if  found  to 
contain  anything  contraband,  were  confiscated  or  given  to  the 
Christian  Commission  to  distribute. 

On  the  Cashtown  road,  at  difierent  distances  from  town,  there 
were  several  camps  of  rebel  prisoners,  who  were  for  the  most 
part  extremely  needy.     They  had  been  left  by  General  Lee  with 
few  surgeons,  and  with  scanty  supplies  of  food,  clothing,  or 
medicine.     As  stragglers  were  picked  up  day  after  day,  or  found 
wounded  lying  in  remote  outbuildings,  the  necessities  of  these 
camps  became  greater  and  greater.     When  we  remember  that 
from  eight  to  ten  thousand  of  these  prisoners  fell  into  our  hands, 
it  will  readily  be  seen  that  it  was  no  slight  task  to  take  care  of 
them.     But  as  good  care  as  possible  was  given  them.  Govern- 
ment doing  all  in  its  power  for  them,  as  did  the  Sanitary  Com- 
mission, though  after  all  was  done  that  could  be  much  suflFering 
still  existed.     We  ourselves  observed  no  distinction  in  the  treat- 
ment we  gave  these  prisoners  and  our  own  men.     To  every  rebel 
camp  accessible  we  sent  supplies,  and  where  there  were  rebel 
surgeons  we  supplied  their  requisitions  as  fully  as  we  were  able. 
At  some  of  these  camps  we  had  regular  stations,  ministers  and 
physicians  occupying  them,  and  doing  for  the  prisoners  just  what 
they  needed,  and  just  what  we  in  their  situation  should  have 
desired.     The  articles  distributed  were  always  appropriated  to 
the  purposes  for  which  they  were  given,  never  wasted,  or  bestowed 
to  an  unnecessary  degree  upon  oflScers  rather  than  privates ;  and 
they  were  willingly  received,  the  prisoners  expressing  great  gra- 
titude for  them,  as  well  as  surprise  at  such  kind  treatment  at 
the  hands  of  enemies.     Many  a  prisoner  has  said  to  us :  "  We 
never  expected  such  treatment  from  you."     "  We  are  not  afraid 
of  your  bullets  and  your  cannon-balls,  but  we  can't  stand  this." 
"  You  will  overcome  us  with  kindness."     May  it  not  be  that  the 
Christian  Commission  is  acting  an  important  part  in  showing 
the   South   the  groundlessness  of  its  hatred   to   the  North? 
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These  priscmers  were  especially  accessible  on  religions  subjects, 
desiring  apparently  more  than  our  own  men  to  Icam  the  way 
of  life.  It  was  natural,  therefore,  that  the  delegates  who  began 
to  work  among  them  should  not  only  become  exceedingly  inte- 
rested in  them,  but  very  unwilling  to  leave  them.  When  the 
rebels  were  removed,  our  delegates  often  accompanied  the  trains, 
and  ministered  to  their  wants  the  same  as  to  our  own  men.  In 
short,  wherever  wounded  rebels  were  found,  and  they  were  in 
every  field  hospital,  they  received  as  good  treatment  as  our 
means  and  strength  permitted  us  to  give  them.  Their  surgeons 
and  chaplains  came  freely  into  our  rooms  in  town,  and  selecting 
the  articles  they  desired,  had  them  carried  out  to  their  men 
either  by  our  own  teams  or  by  those  of  Government. 

It  would  be  wrong  for  the  Christian  Commission  to  claim  for 
itself  the  credit  of  supplying  the  wants  of  all  the  wounded  men. 
Some  were  never  supplied ;  others  received  aid  from  the  Sani- 
tary Commission,  from  various  State  agencies  of  relief,  and  from 
Adams'  Express;  others  from  private  individuals,  ladies  and 
gentlemen,  who  at  their  own  charges  ministered  to  the  needy. 
In  every  corps  hospital  women  were  engaged  in  cooking  food  for 
the  sick,  and  in  the  work  of  its  distribution.  But  perhaps  we 
may  form  some  estimate  of  the  work  which  the  Christian  Com- 
mission accomplished  from  the  amopnt  of  supplies  it  distributed. 
In  a  little  more  than  a  month  some  twenty-five  hundred  cases  of 
necessary  articles,  worth  about  seventy-five  thousand  dollars, 
were  distributed.  On  some  days  a  thousand  loaves  of  bread 
were  given  out,  loaves  of  more  than  four  times  the  ordinary  size, 
loaves  which  were  sent  us  from  all  parts  of  Southern  and  Central 
Pennsylvania.  Every  day  also  we  sent  to  our  corps  stations 
from  three  to  six  army  wagon  loads  of  provisions,  clothing,  wines, 
preserves,  medicines,  &c.,  to  say  nothing  of  the  articles  taken 
out  in  ambulances  and  smaller  wagons  to  scattered  companies  of 
men  lying  here  and  there  aH  over  the  field.  By  ten  o'clock 
A.  M.  of  each  day,  we  aimed  to  have  these  loads  of  necessaries 
on  their  way,  that  the  time  of  those  employed  at  our  rooms  might 
be  given  to  the  opening  of  new  boxes,  and  the  distribution  of 
such  articles  as  were  personally  called  for. 

It  is  perhaps  unnecessary  to  do  more  than  to  allude  to  the 
character  and  amount  of  the  work  performed  at  the  headquarters 
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of  the  Commission  in  town.  Cars  were  to  be  unloaded,  boxes  to 
be  unpacked  and  repacked,  transportation  to  be  obtained,  tele- 
graphing to  be  done,  invoices  to  be  verified,  the  books  of  the 
Commission  to  be  kept,  letters  of  acknowledgment  to  be  written, 
those  of  inquiry  from  friends  of  the  wounded  to  be  answered — 
a  work  which  engaged  the  services  of  one  man  all  the  time — 
delegates  to  be  assigned  on  their  arrival  to  the  different  corps 
hospitals  or  sent  to  our  stations  among  the  rebels.  Sabbath 
and  weekday  services  to  be  arranged,  strangers  seeking  tidings 
of  relatives  or  friends  to  be  aided, — in  short,  all  the  work  of  a 
great  establishment  was  here  planned  and  done.  The  two  ex- 
tensive stores  of  which  we  have  before  spoken,  were  occupied  till 
the  General  Hospital  was  established,  when  we  pitched  our 
tents  there,  and  removing  the  greater  part  of  the  Commission's 
property  thither,  made  arrangements  for  religious  services,  and 
with  the  consent  and  approval  of  the  surgeon  in  charge,  con- 
tinued to  labor  in  our  appropriate  sphere,  till  the  necessity  for 
such  labor  no  longer  existed. 

July  28th,  about  the  time  of  our  removal  to  the  General  Hos- 
pital, a  district  committee  was  chosen,  with  R.  G.  McCreary, 
Esq.,  as  its  chairman,  to  look  after  the  interests  of  the  Commis- 
sion in  Gettysburg  and  that  vicinity,  and  to  decide  cases  of  diflS- 
culty  which  might  occur  in  the  further  prosecution  of  our  work 
there.  Another  committee  was  chosen  at  York ;  and  subsequent 
events  have  more  than  shown  the  wisdom  of  the  appointment. 
Increased  interest  has  been  taken  in  the  Commission,  and  its 
means  of  usefulness  have  been  greatly  extended. 

When  the  wounded  began  to  be  removed  in  large  numbers, 
Dr.  Cuyler,  Medical  Inspector,  desired  us  to  open  a  refreshment 
saloon  at  Hanover  Junction ;  and  here  many  thousands  of  sol- 
diers were  fed :  the  trains  were  halted  for  this  very  purpose ; 
every  man  received  suitable  food  and  drink  ;  lemonade  was  given 
to  the  stronger  ones ;  to  those  weaker  and  needing  a  stimulant, 
a  little  brandy  or  wine.  Thus  no  doubt  many  were  enabled  to 
bear  the  fatigue  of  the  journey,  who  but  for  this  would  have 
sunk  on  the  way. 

At  all  stages  of  our  work  religious  reading  was  distributed, 
though  the  amount  circulated  was  far  less  than  would  have  been 
required  among  an  equal  number  of  well  men. 
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In  every  department  of  our  work  we  were  aided  by  the  citi- 
lens  of  Gettysburg,  who  certainly  showed  as  much  zeal  in  the 
remoral  of  suffering  as  any  one  of  the  more  than  four  hundred 
delegates  who  were  on  the  field  from  first  to  last.  Professor 
Stoever,  especially,  and  his  wife,  ready  in  every  good  work ;  Miss 
Van  Patten,  who  cheerfully  wrote  for  us  many  hours  a  day ; 
R.  G.  McCreary,  Esq.,  who,  leaving  his  business,  stood  behind 
the  counter  for  more  than  four  weeks,  receiving  and  disbursing 
goods  from  early  morn  till  far  into  the  night,  aiding  the  Com- 
mission in  every  possible  way  by  his  wise  counsels  ;  the  Profes- 
sors in  College  and  Seminary ;  Mr.  Shick,  who  generously  gave 
us  the  use  of  his  store ;  the  editors  of  the  weekly  papers,  who 
kindly  noticed  our  proceedings ;  Messrs.  Harper,  Danner,  Ar- 
nold, Fahnestock,  and  Sevan,  and  those  other  citizens  who  so 
generously  took  such  of  the  delegates  as  were  employed  in  town 
into  their  own  families, — should  all  be  gratefully  remembered  in 
the  estimate  we  make  of  the  value  of  the  services  of  the  Com- 
mission. Nor  should  we  forget  to  record  our  gratitude  for  the 
hearty  co-operation  of  the  Quartermaster  and  Provost-mar- 
shal, who  gave  us  every  facility  for  the  prosecution  of  our  labors. 
It  was  a  united  work  which  was  accomplished;  one  in  which 
many  hearts  and  many  hands  were  employed ;  one  in  which 
the  citizens  of  Gettysburg  had  their  full  share. 

When  at  last  the  burden  and  the  heat  of  the  day  were  borne ; 
when  the  soldiers  were  nearly  all  removed  or  comfortably  cared 
for  in  the  General  Hospital,  the  Surgeon-General  expressed  his 
estimation  of  the  services  of  the  Commission  at  Gettysburg  in 
a  letter  of  public  thanks,  addressed  to  the  President  of  the  Com- 
mission. 

Others,  also,  the  Medical  Inspector,  the  Professors  in  the 
College  and  Seminary,  distinguished  visitors  from  all  parts  of 
the  country,  bore  voluntary  witness  to  the  success  and  indispen- 
sableness  of  our  work.  We  were  encouraged,  too,  by  the  con- 
stant and  generous  contributions  made  on  the  spot  by  those  who 
had  observed  for  themselves  the  beneficial  results  of  our  labors. 

Though  none  of  us  did  as  much  as  we  desired,  and  though  we 
did  not  manage  all  things  with  the  truest  wisdom,  which  only 
experience  can  teach,  no  one  who  labored  at  Gettysburg  as  a 
delegate  of  the  Christian  Commission  can  help  being  thankful 


82  UNITED   STATES  CHRISTIAN  OOMHISSION. 

for  the  part  he  was  permitted  to  bear  in  the  work  there  accom- 
plished, or  cease  to  pray  for  the  continued  and  increased  pros- 
perity of  the  organization  which  he  there  represented. 

Surgeons  estimated  that  more  than  one  thousand  lives  were 
saved  by  the  timely  relief  offered  by  the  delegates  and  stores  of 
the  Christian  Commission.  Clergymen  of  age  and  exp^erience, 
competent  to  judge,  report  that  more  than  one  thousand  souls 
were  there  hopefully  converted.  We  believe  both  of  these  esti- 
mates are  short  of  the  truth.  Is  not  such  a  work  worthy  the 
attention  of  the  philanthropist  and  the  Christian? 

Before  giving  an  account  of  the  work  in  the  General  Hospita!, 
it  may  not  be  out  of  place  here  to  present  two  or  three  letters 
from  distinguished  Professors  in  the  Seminary  and  College, 
whose  grounds  and  edifices  and  names  are  connected  with  the 
battle,  and  with  the  care  of  the  wounded  after  it. 


Getttbbubo,  Aagust  8,  1868 

Mb.  F.  E.  Shearer, 

General  Agent  United  States  Christian  Commission. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  say  that  I  have  beheld 
with  unaffected  admiration  the  judicious  and  energetic  mode  in 
which  you,  and  the  gentlemen  associated  with  you,  have  con- 
ducted the  operations  of  the  United  States  Christian  Commis- 
sion. The  system  and  spirit  which  characterize  your  movements 
constitute  a  model  for .  similar  associations,  and  I  have  been 
soothed  and  comforted  in  the  midst  of  the  sad  scenes  of  suffering 
which  I  daily  witness  in  the  hospitals,  by  the  benign  influence 
which  your  association  is  exercising  on  our  brave  wounded  and 
sick  soldiers.  God  bless  you,  and  all  who  sustain  you  in  your 
noble  work. 

Charles  F.»  Schaefper, 

Theological  Seminary. 

PBirNSTLYANIA   GOLLEOE,  GbTTTSBUBQ, 

Angost  8,  1863. 

F.  E.  Shearer, 

General  Agent  United  States  Christian  Commission. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  regard  the  United  States  Christian  Commission 
as  one  of  the  most  useful  and  blessed  agencies  which  the  spirit 
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• 

of  our  Master  has  called  into  exercise  in  these  last  days.  I  have 
witnessed  its  zeal  and  enterprise  in  relieving  the  wounded  and 
the  dying ;  tireless  in  its  labors,  and  unintimidated  by  danger. 
How  many  lives  it  saved,  and  how  many  precious  souls  it  directed 
to  the  Lamb  of  God  daring  and  after  the  battle  of  Gettysburg, 
eternity  only  can  reveal.  How  our  poor  wounded  soldiers  would 
have  fared  without  its  timely  assistance,  and  that  of  its  sister, 
the  Sanitary  Commission,  we  may  well  conjecture,  when  we  con- 
sider that  the  immediate  region  occupied  by  the  troops  had  been 
stripped  of  provisions,  and  the  army  supplies  had  not  yet  reached 
their  destination.  In  this  emergency  your  Commission  visited 
the  suffering,  and  with  the  one  hand  fed  the  hungry  and  bound 
up  their  wounds,  with  the  other  applied  to  their  sorrowing  souls 
the  precious  consolations  of  the  Gospel. 

With  my  sincere  prayers  for  the  blessing  of  the  Highest  on 
your  truly  Christian  work,  I  subscribe  myself. 

Sincerely  your  friend, 

H.  L.  Baughbb. 


Pehhbtlyania  College,  Getttsbubo, 
August  10,  1863. 

My  dbar  Me.  Stuart  : 

I  had  hoped  to  hear  from  you  before  this,  but  your  time,  I 
know,  is  very  much  occupied,  and  therefore,  I  readily  excuse 
you.  Next  week  I  hope  to  be  in  Philadelphia,  when  I  will  call 
to  see  you  and  talk  with  you  in  detail.  I  shall  ever  remember 
with  interest  your  visit  to  Gettysburg  and  our  interviews  with 
the  wounded  and  dying.  Many  of  them  have  since  gone  to  a 
better  country;  others  are  doing  very  well,  with  every  prospect 
of  a  speedy  recovery.  They  kindly  inquire  after  you  and  speak 
gratefully  of  your  efforts  among  them.  The  hospital  arrange- 
ments are  very  much  improved.  Those  in  the  country  have  all 
been  consolidated,  and  the  patients  are  much  more  comfortable. 

Rev.  Dr.  Junkin  preached  at  the  General  Hospital  yesterday, 
and  among  his  hearers  were  some  of  his  former  pupils  in  Virgi- 
nia among  the  rebel  wounded.  His  interview  with  them  was  of 
a  most  touching  character.     With  tears  in  his  eyes,  and  his  arms 
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around  their  neck,  he  told  them  in  how  wicked  a  rebellion  they 
were  engaged.     One  of  them  was  a  chaplain  in  the  rebel  service. 

I  have  been  very  much  interested  in  the  labors  of  the  Christian 
Commission.  It  is  a  noble  institution,  and  has  been  doing  in 
Gettysburg,  among  the  wounded  and  dying,  a  most  efficient  work. 
Comfort,  relief  and  religious  instruction  are  daily  furnished  to 
thousands  through  its  instrumentality,  much  suffering  and  dis- 
tress alleviated,  and  large  numbers  hopefully  converted  to  God. 
The  members  of  the  Commission  have  been  laboring  most  faith- 
fully, and  I  am  glad  to  add  my  testimony  to  their  self-denying, 
indefatigable  and  generous  efforts  in  ministering  to  the  wants, 
physical  and  spiritual,  of  the  suffering.  Their  work,  like  that 
of  the  good  Samaritan,  is  a  blessed  work. 

Hoping  to  see  you  very  soon,  and  with  assurances  of  the  highest 
regard, 

I  remain  faithfully, 

Your  friend  and  brother, 

M.  L.  Stobver. 

N.  B.  My  little  Willie  desires  to  be  affectionately  remembered 
to  you. 


About  one  month  after  the  battle,  the  last  of  the  corps  hos- 
pitals out  over  the  fields  was  broken  up,  the  last  of  the  wounded 
gathered  into  one  general  field  hospital,  a  short  distance  from  the 
town,  near  the  line  of  the  Hanover  Road.  Here,  on  a  beautiful 
sloping  meadow,  a  compact  village  of  hospital  tents,  laid  out  in 
rectangular  streets  and  blocks,  with  the  surgeons*  headquarters 
in  a  lovely  grove  on  the  south,  and  Commission  tents  at  the  south- 
east angle,  were  gathered  the  remaining  maimed  and  mangled 
heroes  of  the  memorable  and  terrible  three  days'  struggle,  to 
have  all  the  benefits  that  medical  skill  and  Christian  kindness 
and  counsel  could  confer.  For  days  they  were  coming  in  ambu- 
lances from  all  the  corps  hospitals  in  different  and  distant  parts 
of  the  field,  trundled  over  the  roads,  and  those  too  weak  to  bear 
the  jolting  of  the  ambulances  borne  on  stretchers  by  their  com- 
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rades  m  arms,  easily  and  silently,  one  after  another,  with  their 
kind  friends,  the  delegates,  in  some  instances,  in  attendance, 
until  the  last,  about  two  thousand  in  all,  were  placed  in  the  new 
Tillage  of  the  mangled  and  maimed,  there  to  remain  until  by 
the  good  hand  of  God,  the  skill  of  the  surgeons,  and  the  oil  and 
the  wine  of  the  Florence  Nightingales,  who  devoted  themselves 
night  and  day  to  the  work,  they  should  be  sufficiently  recovered 
to  return  to  their  commands  or  their  homes,  or  be  transferred  to 
the  permanent  hospitals  elsewhere  established ;  or,  if  beyond 
the  curative  power  of  kindness  and  medicine,  then  to  have  their 
last  hours  and  dying  thoughts  soothed  and  cheered  by  Christian 
counsels,  and  their  bodies  borne  with  Christian  rites  to  the 
"National  Cemetery,"  the  place  of  honor,  amongst  the  many 
heroes  who  with  them  had  laid  down  their  lives  gloriously  for 
Liberty  and  Union. 

When  the  several  corps  field  hospitals  were  finally  merged  in 
the  general  field  hospital,  the  special  field  organization  of  the 
Christian  Commission  was  broken  up,  and  on  the  7th  of  August 
the  work,  now  confined  mainly  to  the  one  place,  together  with 
the  hospital  stores  and  store-room,  turned  over  to  the  Gettys- 
burg Army  Committee  of  the  United  States  Christian  Commis* 
sion,  of  which  R.  G.  McCreary,  Esq.,  is  chairman. 

A  store  tent,  a  sleeping  tent,  and  an  eating  tent,  with  some 
twelve  delegates,  formed  the  Christian  Commission  establish- 
ment at  the  general  field  hospital.  Here  came  the  kind  lady 
nurses  for  delicacies,*  stimulants,  and  clothing,  additional  to  the 
Government  supplies,  indispensable  to  the  comfort  and  recovery 
of  the  men.  From  hence  went  forth  from  day  to  day  the  dele- 
gates, under  direction  of  the  surgeons,  bearing  in  basket  or 
haversack  whatever  for  body  or  soul  those  to  whom  they  minis- 
tered might  require.*  The  work,  like  the  streets  of  the  hospital, 
was  laid  ofi*  in  districts,  and  each  district  assigned  to  one  or 
more  of  the  delegates.  From  time  to  time,  in  addition  to  the 
more  private  personal  instructions  and  services  in  the  hospital 
tents,  public  preaching  services  were  held,  to  which  all  were  in- 
vited ;  and  from  day  to  day,  as  the  soul  of  one  after  another 
passed  away  from  the  body,  each  had  the  respect  paid  to  them 
of  Christian  burial.  The  friends  of  the  wounded  coming  from 
a  distance  to  do  what  they  might  for  them,  to  have  a  last  look 
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and  last  word,  if  no  more,  or  to  see  and  weep  over  and  to  mark 
their  graves,  found  shelter,  rest,  refreshment,  and  sympathy, 
which  nowhere  else  could  be  found,  and  without  which  they 
would  have  sadly  suffered,  at  the  ample  tents  and  tables  and  open 
hearts  of  the  Christian  Commission  establishment. 

Two  streams  were  flowing  out  from  day  to  day,  one  T)y  the 
gate  of  death  to  the  cemetery,  the  other  by  the  cars  to  distant 
homes  and  hospitals.  Reduced  at  last  to  a  few  hundreds,  with  a 
feeling  of  loneliness  creeping  over  them  and  depressing  their 
spirits,  the  happy  thought  of  a  festival  to  cheer  them  up  and 
promote  more  rapid  and  certain  recovery,  as  well  as  to  pay  them 
well-merited  honors  and  show  them  universal  sympathy,  was 
suggested  and  realized.  Generous  contributions,  placed  for  this 
special  purpose  in  the  hands  of  the  Christian  Commission,  were 
gladly  appropriated,  to  the  amount  of  some  hundreds  of  dollars, 
and  helped  in  the  achievement  of  all  the  most  sanguine  had 
hoped  for  from  this  bounteous  feast,  spread  for  the  heroes  who, 
in  their  long  prostration,  had  suffered  the  agonies  of  a  hundred 
deaths. 

From  that  hour,  those  past  recovery  sunk  quickly  and  died, 
and  those  convalescing  rose  rapidly  and  were  removed.  In  a 
few  days  the  tents  of  this  village  were  struck,  the  work  of  the 
Commission  was  done,  the  record  was  closed,  and  the  meadow, 
like  the  great  field  around  it,  left  to  the  hallowing  influences  of 
time,  never  to  be  forgotten,  but  ever  to  be  brightening  in  the 
grateful  affections  of  a  free  people,  for  whom  the  great  sacrifice 
had  been  made. 

We  subjoin  a  few  out  of  the  many  testimonials  spontaneously 
given. 

8lTRaBON-OKNKRAL*8  OmOK, 

Washington  City,  D.  C,  July  20,  1868. 

Dbar  Sir:  I  beg  that  you  will  accept  my  most  heartfelt 
thanks  for  the  devotion  to  the  service  of  the  sick  and  wounded 
soldiers  of  Gettysburg  manifested  by  the  Christian  Commission 
and  its  agents. 

Owing  to  the  military  necessities  of  the  occasion,  the  suffering 
would  have  been  much  greater  than  it  was  but  for  the  aid  afforded 
the  medical  officers  by  the  benevolent  individuals  who  came  to 
their  assistance. 
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I  trust  yon  will  convey  my  thanks  to  those  of  your  body  who 
acted  with  the  medical  department  at  Gettysburg,  and  assure 
them  how  highly  I  value  their  labors. 

Begging  you  to  accept  my  warmest  acknowledgments  for*your 
own  service  in  the  cause  of  humanity,  believe  me 

Yours,  sincerely, 

William  A.  Hammond, 

Surgeon- Geoeral. 

George  H.  Stuakt,  Esq., 

Prefident  Christiftn  Commission,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 


Surgeon-General^s  Oppick, 
Washihoton  City,  D.  C,  Jaly  30,  1863. 

Sfr  :  The  following  extract  from  the  report  of  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  J.  M.  Cuyler,  Medical  Inspector  United  States  Army, 
is  furnished  for  your  information : 

"  Washihotoh,  D.  C,  July  27,  1863. 
"I  cannot  close  this  brief  report,  General,  without  acknow- 
ledging the  immense  aid  afforded  by  the  Sanitary  and  Christian 
Commissions.  The  promptness,  energy,  and  great  kindness, 
nniformly  exhibited  by  these  benevolent  associations,  doubtless 
helped  to  save  the  lives  of  many,  and  gladdened  the  hearts  of 
thousands,  who,  with  their  friends  scattered  throughout  our  land, 
will  hold  their  good  and  noble  deeds  in  grateful  remembrance." 

I  need  not  assure  you  how  cordially  I  concur  in  his  remarks, 
and  can  only  reiterate  the  thanks  already  tendered  you. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  A.  Hammond, 

Sargeon-General. 

G.  H.  Stuart,  Esq., 

Pi««id«nt  United  Stat«8  Christian  Oommi<t8ion, 
13  Bank  Street,  PhUadelphia,  Pa. 

Oetttsburg,  Pa.,  Jaly  24. 

My  dear  Sir  :  The  aid  afforded  us  by  the  Christian  Commis- 
sion has  been  immense.  Your  profuse  generosity  and  indefati- 
gable and  kind  attentions  doubtless  saved  many  lives  and  glad- 
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dened  the  hearts  of  thousands.     The  country  will  appreciate 
and  God  will  bless  your  efforts. 

Yours,  very  truly, 

Jno.  M.  Cutler. 

HiADQUABTERS  SbCOHD  CorPS  HOSPITAL, 

Jal7  24,  1863. 

F.  E.  Shearer, 

Agent  United  Stat«s  Christian  Commission. 

Sir  :  It  affords  us  pleasure  to  bear  testimony  to  the  noble 
work  of  the  United  States  Christian  Commission  in  affording 
timely  and  substantial  relief  to  the  physical  and  religious  wants 
of  the  wounded  and  dying  soldiers  of  this  corps  since  the  battle 
of  Gettysburg.  A  vast  aggregate  of  suffering  has  been  relieved, 
and  no  doubt  many  lives  saved. 

Justin  Dwinelle, 

Surgeon  in  charge. 

Nathan  Hayward, 

Surgeon  Twentieth  Massaohosetta  Volunteers. 

Wm.  J.  Burn, 

Surgeon  Forty-second  Massachusetts  Volunteers. 

F.  F.  Burmeistkr, 

Surgeon  Sixty-ninth  Regiment  Penna.  Volunteers. 

E.  Day, 

Surgeon  Thirty-ninth  Regiment  N.  Y.  Volunteers, 
in  charge  Third  Division,  Second  Army  Corps. 

Charles  T.  Kklsey, 

Surgeon  in  charge  First  Division,  Second  Army  Corps. 

A.  Stokes  Jones, 

Assist.  Surgeon  Seventy-secoBd  Regiment  Penna.  Volunteers. 

H.  C.  Lbvbnsalbrs, 

Assist.  Surgeon  Nineteenth  Regiment  Maine  Volunteers. 

T.  0.  Cornish, 

Assist.  Surgeon  Fifteenth  Massachusetts  Volunteers. 

A  similar  testimonial  was  sent,  signed  by  all  the  surgeons  in 
charge  of  the  division  hospitals  of  the  First  Army  Corps,  and 
others,  viz. : 

G.  W.  Ramsey,  Surgeon  in  charge  First  Division  Hospital. 

Wm.  B.  Chambers,  Surgeon  in  charge  Second  Division  Ho«- 
pital. 
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A.  T.  Woodwarcl,  Surgeon  in  charge  Third  Division  Hospital, 
First  Corps. 

L.  D.  Ross,  Snrgeon  Fourteenth  Vermont  Volunteers,  at  Third 
Division  Hospital,  First  Corps. 

J.  H.  Beech,  Surgeon  24th  Michigan,  in  charge  of  Express 
Office  Hospital,  Gettysburg. 

Dr.  Ward,  Medical  Director  First  Corps,  expressed  the  highest 
appreciation,  and  gave  every  facility,  detailed  wagons,  ambu- 
lances, &c.,  for  the  service,  and  said  the  Commission  deserved 
^e  blessings  of  the  whole  army. 


Testimony  of  Two  Hundred  and  Eighty  Soldiers. 

The  following  testimonial  is  peculiarly  precious.  It  is  the 
spontaneous  expression  of  heroes  whose  lives  were  long  trem- 
bling in  the  balance,  and  was  signed  by  every  Union  soldier 
remaining  at  the  time  in  the  General  Hospital,  the  last  lingering 
cases  of  all  who  had  fallen  wounded  on  the  field  of  Gettysburg, 
and  who  were  unwilling  to  leave  the  hospital  without  sending  to 
the  Commission  an  acknowledgment  of  the  benefits  they  had 
received  from  the  hands  of  its  delegates. 


We,  the  undersigned,  being  soldiers  in  the  hospital  at  Gettysbnrg,  Pa., 
deeming  it  a  privilege,  as  well  as  our  duty,  would  hereby  express  our  un- 
bounded and  heartfelt  gratitude  to  the  Christian  Commission  (and  may  the 
Qiver  of  all  good  reward  them)  for  their  numberless  acts  of  kindness,  for  their 
unsparing  contributions,  without  which  we  must  sometimes  have  severely  suf- 
fered, and  last,  but  not  least  of  all,  for  meeting  our  iiear  friends  and  relatives, 
who  have  come  from  our  homes  to  watch  over  us,  with  an  outstretched  hand, 
saying,  "  You  are  welcome  to  our  hospitalities  while  you  remain,'  which  is  no 
small  item  to  a  poor  soldier's  friends,  far  from  home  and  among  total  stran- 
gers.   We  therefore  hope  you  will  accept  our  humble  thanks. 

J.  M.  Altipes,  R.  Pitts, 

W.  C.  Beckes,  L.  J.  Orwig, 

J.  A.  Bush,  Sergeant,  L.  Lewis, 

D.  Adams,  C.  D.  Milton. 

An  of  Ward  A,  First  Division,  Camp  Letterman  Hospital,  Gettysburg, 
Pa. 
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We,  tbe  nndersigned,  members  of  Tent  No.  2,  Ward  A,  Second  DiTision 
afWr  hearing  it  read,  do  all  approve  of  it 


C.  H.  Anderson,  Nurse, 

D.  D.  Spinnings, 
Wm.  F.  Hubbard, 
James  Brunson, 
Henrj  fiarwick, 


A.  J.  Sheerer, 
Merrit  Lewis, 

B.  B.  Marfield, 
L.  Roberts, 

A.  E.  Sanford. 


Tbnt  No.  3,  Ward  A,  Second  DiTisioir. 

Francis  E.  Hodgman,  Michael  Laughlin, 

John  A.  Crawford,  Henry  Wenke, 

Wyman  Ulmer,  Charles  Urich, 

Daniel  Corcoran,  Harmon  Riebe. 
Charles  Whiteland, 


TcMT  No.  4,  Ward  A. 


John  Kelly, 
John  Swain, 
Levi  Potter, 
Stephen  Gray, 
S.  W.  Woodman, 
John  Caussy, 
Columbus  Hailnntor, 
William  H.  Hooper, 
William  Simpson, 
Lorenzo  D.  Gates, 
John  W.  Price, 
Nath.  Lloyd, 
P.  J.  Stackhoose, 
P.  Clarey, 
B.  Hatfield, 
Wm.  Murray, 
A.  Woolf, 
Carl  Felsberg, 
Julius  Wild, 
A.  D.  Crocker, 
E.  H.  Dudley, 
Calvin  P.  Lawrence, 
Andrew  Vanvorst, 
Benjamin  F.  Hayner, 
John  A.  Thomas, 
Jacob  King, 
Philip  Hare, 
Charles  Ries, 


Joseph  P.  Gass, 
Fred.  Miller, 
John  D.  Weaver, 
S.  A.  Kellogg, 
Napoleon  Bovet, 
Joseph  Slate, 
George  D.  Morgan, 
Frank  A.  Sears, 
T.  J.  Chipley, 
Jack  Roberts, 
Potter  P.  Wilson, 
J.  R.  Colder, 
W.  White, 
A.  Guin, 
W.  H.  Boles, 
L.  S.  Samson, 
R.  L.  Harris, 
Or.  W.  Barrier, 
John  B.  Howardi 
John  Walters, 
Joseph  Hufford, 
William  Smith, 
Jeremiah  Hoffman, 
Jos.  S.  Pleasants 
James  Vansky, 
S.  H.  White, 
David  Strickland, 
W.  J.  Shipp. 
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H.  A.  Patrick, 
Ely  Loflften, 
Wm.  H.  Horton, 
Jobo  Severion, 
Tobias  Dnvall, 
P.  0.  Yates, 
W.  Jones, 
G.  G.  Eireritt, 
A.  J.  Glasgow, 
J.  H.  Jordon, 
E.  J.  Lewis,        / 
J.  Driscol, 
S.  Keeler, 

D.  Owen, 
Henrjr  Read, 
Tbeo.  W.  Reaae, 
Lewis  M.  Baker, 
William  M.  Holder, 
Joseph  G.  Caswell, 
S.  Maberrj, 

W.  J.  Wardman, 
C.  J.  Smith, 
C.  W.  Gellett, 
Jacob  Mjres, 
Joseph  Walsh, 
Warren  Miller, 
James  Bucannon, 
John  L.  Haze, 
Robert  Craton, 
Samnel  Jonglio;^, 
John  B.  Adams, 
J.  G.  Chandler, 

E.  Fraipont, 
J.  Shaw, 

Lewis  M.  Larkin, 
Wesley  Kridler, 
Thomas  Lindsay, 
Hugh  Lynch, 
James  Landard, 
Isaac  Allen, 
T.  J.  Wilder, 
M.  S.  Powell, 
W.  H.  MiUer, 
E.  Roach, 
&  W.  Russell, 


Rynard  P.  Kipp, 

Stephen  L.  Wetherlow, 

A.  P.  Haskill, 

C.  6.  Creadit, 

George  R.  Hall,  Corporal, 

Levi  C  Kinner,  Corporal, 

G.  W.  Bailey, 

Joseph  Fuchs, 

John  Hochstein, 

Thomas  Ryan, 

W.  S.  Bush, 

W.  J.  Wiley, 

J.  T.  Griffith, 

S.  H.  Hughs, 

J.  D.  Cellar, 

Geo.  E.  Deretty, 

A.  B.  Kimball, 

J.  J.  Galeman, 

Wm.  H.  Emmons, 

A.  J.  Dowell, 

Wm.  Seigler, 

Wm.  Franksin, 

J.  Getter, 

H.  Elmer, 

F.  W.  Krisher, 

A.  Emmons, 

B.  Bentley, 
F.  Weigant, 
H.  Knopf, 

C.  Hammer, 
L.  Wisner, 
A.  Say, 

J.  Eldard, 

H.  S.  Montgomery, 

D.  Sarbach, 
C.  Sparbeck, 
J.  Newell, 

Samuel  J.  Bullock,  Sergeant, 
Albert  Garnsey, 
Richard  Blaisdell, 
Barnard  Matters, 
John  Knighton, 
Louis  Schampagne,  Sergeant, 
Charles  Kniffins,  Sergeant, 
Joshua  Estus, 


92 


UNITED  STATES  CHRISTIAN  OOHMISSION. 


Fifth  Diy iBiov^ContinuecL 


P.  F.  Tanney, 
James  Jauocey, 
John  Terry, 
E.  B.  Doaglass, 
J.  F.  Goodspeed, 
Joe  P.  Harrier, 
Oliver  W.  Helmer, 
E.  O'Neal, 
A.  A.  Sailings, 
George  Laply, 
8.  J.  O'Dell, 
John  Lansdal, 
John  8.  Mardin, 
John  Dnrkin, 
Sires  Walter, 
Alva  WiUard, 
Chas.  S.  Knapp, 
James  Mc Vicar, 
Andrew  J.  Joice, 
Charles  C.  Bryant, 
Wm.  L.  Johnson, 
David  Parker, 
Augustus  Wenzell, 
Martin  Galliger, 
Drawsson  Stoddard, 
Minot  M.  Ettrige, 
Thomas  H.  Buck, 
Henry  F.  Weaver, 
R.  R.  Farnsworth, 
William  H.  Sturtevant, 
Simon  Marugly, 
Richard  Bishop, 
Charles  N.  Drake, 
John  E.  Cook, 


William  Marvin, 
William  H.  Howard, 
EfterRoot, 
N.  H.  Reff, 
Augustine  Hansdale, 
Andrew  Shanger, 
W.  R.  Lanford, 
D.  E.  Bacon, 
Sidney  Wolscn, 
William  L.  Rumage, 
Peter  Brock, 
Geo.  G.  Farwell, 
Wm.  Sikes, 
Fred.  Gannett, 
John  A.  Wilkinson, 
D.  F.  Bridges, 
M.  G.  Austin, 
D.  T.  Meddor, 
J.  T.  Cloud, 
C.  H.  Muloney, 
William  Jowers, 
W.  N.  Grippin, 
S.  M.  Bowen, 
J.  N.  Brown, 
R.  F.  Carter, 
B.  F.  Smith, 
R.  0.  Ostien, 
H.  M.  Cahill, 
J.  A.  Simmons, 
H.  C.  Vincent, 
B.  M.  Dunn, 
J.  B.  Vaughan, 
John  Yann, 
William  H.  Short 


WORK  IN  THE  ARMY  OF  THE  GUHRERLAND. 


On  the  bloody  fields  of  Port  Henry,  Fort  Donelson,  Shiloh, 
Penryville,  &c.,  in  the  West,  the  United  States  Christian  Com- 
mission, whether  or  not  distinctly  known,  was  not  unrepresented. 
Delegates  from  the  Western  Associations,  combined  in  the  Com- 
mission, were  upon  them  all.  The  great  battle  of  Murfreesboro', 
or  Stone  River,  was  the  signal  for  sending  a  large  corps  of  dele- 
gates, ffith  battle-field  stores,  directly  from  the  central  office, 
to  join  others  from  the  Western  branches,  and  proceed  to  the 
field  for  the  relief  of  the  wounded. 

The  conflict  commenced  on  the  last  day  of  December,  1862, 
by  a  rebel  assault  upon  the  national  army,  and  ended  the  2d 
of  January,  1863,  by  a  final  repulse  of  the  rebels.  The  Union 
loss  was  1588  killed,  and  1375  wounded,  2908  in  all;  while  the 
rebel  loss  was  10,000  killed,  wounded,  and  missing. 

Within  three  days  after  the  first  clash  of  arms,  forty  men,  out 
of  scores  ofiering  to  go,  were  commissioned,  equipped,  supplied, 
and  sent.  Thirty-two  of  them  were  sent  from  Philadelphia,  and 
eight  from  Chicago  and  Louisyille.  Those  from  Philadelphia  were 
divided  into  four  companies.  A  captain  was  placed  over  each  com- 
pany. Tons  of  stores  were  purchased,  invoiced,  packed,  marked, 
and  sent  forward  by  express  trains,  with  the  delegates.  And  both 
delegates  and  stores  were  passed  through  to  Nashville,  in  this 
way,  without  charge.  For  this,  and  many  other  acts  of  genero- 
sity, the  Commission,  the  soldiers,  and  the  country,  are  indebted  to 
the  patriotic  and  generous  men  who  manage  the  various  railways 
from  Philadelphia  to  Louisville,  and  to  General  Boyle,  in  command 
at  Louisville,  and  in  control  of  the  road  from  there  to  Nashville. 

Arriving  at  Nashville  they  met  many  of  the  wounded  coming 
from  the  front  by  wagons  and  ambulances,  and  found  abundance 
of  CK>od  Samaritan  work  for  every  one  of  them  to  do,  and  for 
many  more,  if  more  there  had  been. 

(W) 
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Some  of  them,  however,  pushed  on  to  the  front,  in  ambulances 
and  wagons,  as  best  they  could,  determined  to  find  the  place  of 
greatest  destitution,  and  to  relieve,  as  far  as  possible,  those 
whose  wounds  were  most  terrible,  and  who  could  not  be  removed 
to  the  rear. 

The  records  of  their  work  bear  the  impress  of  ready  hands, 
moved  by  warm  and  sympathizing  hearts — such  as  we  should 
naturally  expect  in  the  case  of  men  who  would  go  a  thousand 
miles  in  midwinter,  travelling  and  working  day  and  night,  with- 
out pay,  for  the  relief  of  suffering  soldiers.  Bfany  of  them  had 
toiled  before,  in  the  same  beneficent  work,  on  the  Peninsula, 
where  they  shared  with  the  soldiers  the  perils  of  malarious 
atmosphere  and  sweltering  midsummer  heat,  and  endured  with 
them  the  fatigues  and  deprivations  of  hard  marches  and  hard 
fare.  Some  of  them  had  succored  the  wounded,  and  comforted 
the  dying  also  on  the  great  field  of  Antietam,  and  at  Falmouth, 
after  the  sore  repulse  of  the  first  battle  of  Fredericksburg.  And 
now,  with  the  advantage  of  all  these  lessons  of  battle-field  expe- 
rience, they  were  willing  to  do  and  endure  at  Murfreesboro'. 
Many  a  noble  soldier,  comforted  and  cheered,  perhaps  saved 
from  death,  by  their  kind  ministrations,  will  thank  Gt)d  and 
the  Commission  that  they  were  sent.  Not  a  few  who  were 
pointed  to  the  Saviour,  will  enjoy  the  ceaseless  songs  and 
boundless  bliss  of  a  glorious  immortality,  through  their  timely 
counsels.  And  many  a  home  was  filled  with  the  joy  of  relief 
from  terrible  suspense,  or  had  the  sorrows  of  bereavement 
sweetly  tempered,  by  the  kind  communication  of  intelligence, 
through  them,  from  the  absent  ones. 

This  Christian  Commission  campaign,  of  the  Murfreesboro' 
battle-field  work,  marks  the  beginning  and  the  end,  in  the  Army 
of  the  Cumberland,  of  the  work  upon  the  plan  then  pursued. 
"  Live  and  learn**  is  the  maxim  of  success  for  organizations  as 
well  as  for  individuals.  Up  to  that  time,  and  through  that 
campaign,  the  system  of  organization  was  that  above  described, 
of  sending  delegates  in  companies,  each  with  its  captain  and 
stores,  without  any  controlling  head  or  permanent  agency  in  the 
field.  After  that  time  the  new  plan  was  adopted  of  a  permanent 
^*  field  organization,**  as  set  forth  at  page  29  et  al.     The  term  of 
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regular  delegate  service  was  also  lengthened  to  the  minimum  of 
six  weeks  within  army  lines. 

In  April,  early  in  the  month,  the  field  agent,  who  remains 
now,  at  the  close  of  the  year,  still  at  his  post,  was  selected  fi^m 
the  corps  of  tried  delegates  at  work  in  the  Army  of  the  Poto- 
mac, where  the  system  was  already  in  successful  operation,  and  * 
sent  on  with  a  small,  hut  sufficient  force,  to  begin  the  work, 
under  the  new  plan  of  permanent  organization,  in  the  Army  of 
the  Cumberland,  One  field  agent,  and  three  delegates,  with 
seven  boxes,  all  told,  of  stores  and  publications,  were  the  or- 
ganic germ  of  the  great  work  which  has  since  grown  up  and 
borne  so  much  and  such  heavenly  fruit  in  that  large  field. 

The  ready,  rich,  and  quick  soil  they  found  there,  together 
with  the  precious  sunshine  and  showers  of  God's  favor,  as  well 
as  the  faith  and  energy  of  the  sowers  and  the  reapers,  must  be 
taken  into  account,  if  we  would  know  the  philosophy  of  this 
marvellous  growth  and  fruitfulness.  The  first  scene  to  which 
the  field  agent  was  introduced,  by  the  good  hand  of  God,  was 
full  of  significance.  A  council  of  chaplains  convened,  in  a  de- 
serted church,  to  devise  ways  and  means  to  procure  Bibles,  Tes- 
taments, and  religious  reading  matter  for  the  famishing  men  of 
their  regiments.  Here  he  was,  sent  on  under  the  guiding  star  of 
heaven,  which  came  and  stood  over  the  deserted  church,  where 
the  new  work  was  to  be  welcomed  which  should  rise  and  give 
light  in  the  region  and  shadow  of  death,  that  multitudes,  sitting 
in  darkness,  might  see  a  great  light — a  work,  at  whose  feet  the 
gold  and  frankincense  and  myrrh  of  many  wise  men  should  be 
gladly  laid  down,  and  in  whose  radiance  many  a  soldier  and 
centurion,  and  some  generals,  should  rejoice  with  a  joy  never  to 
be  taken  from  them. 

The  coming  of  the  agent,  with  his  three  helpers,  and  seven 
boxes,  was  the  beginning  of  the  glad  solution  of  the  sad  problem 
that  weighed  down  the  hearts  of  the  chaplains ;  and  they  all  re- 
joiced together  that  day  in  the  church,  not  without  some  glis- 
tening evidences  of  their  joy  upon  their  bronzed  cheeks. 

Other  scenes  greeted  the  delegation  of  very  different  kinds, 
but  equally  prophetic  of  the  immense  and  blessed  work  God  was 
leading  them  onward  to  do. 

As  it  has  happened  in  many  other  cases,  Murfreeshoro'  owes 
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its  importance,  in  the  eyes  of  the  world,  more  to  the  desolations 
of  war  than  to  the  prosperities  of  peace^  It  never  was  much 
but  a  poor  county  town  or  village  until  the  presence  of  armed 
hosts  and  the  terrible  shock  of  battle  gave  its  name  to  the 
wires  of  the  world,  and  enrolled  it  upon  the  scroll  of  fame  for 
all  time. 

At  the  time  the  Christian  Commission  inaugurated  there,  in 
the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  its  permanent  'Afield  organiza- 
tion,** Murfreesboro*  was  a  ragged  little  village  of  wooden 
houses,  surrounded  by  an  immense  city  or  cluster  of  cities  of 
tents.  The  population  of  this  frail  fleeting  city  had  learned 
that  life  with  them  was  as  frail  and  fleeting  as  their  city  itself ; 
that  at  any  moment  the  order  might  come  to  strike  tent  and 
pass  on  over  the  line  of  earthly  existence  into  the  world  beyond. 
They  had  learned,  too,  by  long  deprivation,  to  yearn  for  the 
once  neglected  privileges  of  the  Gospel.  The  seed  sown  in 
many  churches.  Sabbath-schools,  and  Christian  homes,  had  been 
quickened  in  their  hearts,  under  the  perilous  showers  of  shot 
and  shell  and  minie  balls  through  which  they  had  passed.  It 
was  a  field  ripe  and  ready,  whilst  the  laborers  were  few,  in- 
deed,— some  whole  brigades  with  only  one  chaplain,  some,  per- 
haps, without  any. 

Numerous  hospitals  here  in  Murfreesboro',  as  well  as  at  Nash- 
ville, were  crowded  with  sick  and  wounded,  who  welcomed  them, 
and  their  publications,  and  delicacies,  and  cheer  from  home,  and 
their  religious  instructions,  with  the  greed  of  men  long  deprived 
and  hungry.  And  at  Nashville  they  were  greeted  by  one  scene 
calculated  to  move  hearts  of  stone.  An  immense  camp,  crowded 
with  thousands  of  convalescents, — ^men  wounded  in  the  great 
battle  three  months  before,  now  so  far  recovered  as  to  be  or- 
dered out  of  the  hospital  to  this  camp,  to  await  still  farther 
increase  of  strength,  and  consequent  orders  to  rejoin  their  regi- 
ments,— ^men  just  risen  from  days  and  weeks  of  prostration  by 
fever  and  other  diseases, — ^men  who  had  been  trembling  over  the 
brink  of  the  grave,  now  tremblingly  rifling  back  again  into  life, 
— ^men  needing  nicely  prepared  food,  without  which  recovery 
must  proceed  slowly  and  uncertainly,  or  relapse  come  and  carry 
them  quickly  away, — ^men  needing  the  warm  shirt,  drawers, 
stockings,  or  blanket  to  shield  them  from  the  chill  air  of  night. 


WORK  IN  TH£  ARMT  OF  THB  OUMBBBLAKD.       97 

and  aid  them  in  regaining  strength, — men  who  had  lost  their 
Testaments  in  the  fight, — men  who  had  not  heard  a  sermon  or 
prayer  since  entering  the  service  at  the  beginning  of  the  war, — 
men  idle  all  the  day  long,  with  nothing  to  read,  and  nothing  to 
do,  bat  the  mischief  always  found  by  Satan  for  idle  hands,  play- 
ing cards,  until  card-playing  was  not  play  but  work,  listening 
to  oaths  and  obscenity  until  its  novelty  was  gone,  its  wit  stale, 
and  it  was  sickening  to  hear, — men  above  all  who,  in  the  long 
rest  of  hospital  life,  had  reviewed  the  past  with  sorrow  and 
regret,  and  looked  out  into  the  future  with  apprehension  and 
fear,  and  who  would  fain  make  their  peace  with  God,  and  secure 
a  good  hope  of  heaven  before  entering  again  upon  the  exciting 
scenes  of  active  service,  or  taking  the  hazards  of  another  battle. 
Everywhere,  at  Nashville  and  Murfreesboro',  in  the  hospitals 
and  tented  field,  in  barracks  and  great  permanent  camps,  an 
open  door,  which  no  man  could  shut,  presented  itself^  and  a 
wide  field,  strangely,  wonderfully  inviting, — ^but  who  should  enter 
it  ?  How  was  it  to  be  supplied  ?  What  were  four  delegates 
and  seven  boxes  to  the  tens  of  thousands  of  famishing,  perishing 
ones  there  ? 

Now  steam  was  for  once  found  too  slow,  and  the  free  elec- 
tricity of  the  telegraph  lines  bore  the  repeated  and  urgent  call 
northward  for  delegates,  publications,  and  stores.  Delegates 
volunteered — a  noble  band — at  the  call,  with  a  magic  prompti- 
tude, showing  the  agency  in  their  hearts  of  the  same  invisible 
power  preparing  them  beforehand  to  go  that  had  been  eiilently 
at  work  making  ready  the  field  to  receive  them,  and  raising  up 
the  agency  to  send  them  to  it.  Stores,  also,  flowed  in  as  if  the 
fountains — the  ladies'  societies — had  been  suddenly  filled  and 
opened  by  the  same  magic  power. 

Strangely  enough,  in  these  days  of  steam-presses  and  pub- 
lishing establishments,  the  one  thing  which  could  not  be  sup- 
plied without  painful  delay,  in  anything  like  the  number  and 
amount  required  to  meet  the  emergency,  was  suitable  publica- 
tions. Testaments  and  hymn-books  could  not  be  printed  fast 
enough.  The  American  Bible  Society  with  its  appliances  turn- 
ing out  seven  thousand  copies  of  the  Testament  daily,  soon,  it  is 
true,  overtook  and  supplied  this  most  urgent  of  all  wants  of  the 
work  ;  but  for  weeks  and  weeks  the  constant  clamor  for  hymn- 
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books  was  unsatisfied.  The  Commission  never  sells.  Freeltf 
receive^  freely  give^  is  its  invariable  principle.  But  the  want  of 
hymn-books  was  so  great,  that  the  men  of  the  Army  of  the 
Cumberland  would  gladly  have  paid  five  times  the  eost  for  many 
thousands,  if  by  this  means  they  could  have  obtained  them. 
Seventy  thousand  the  field  agent  estimated  as  the  number  needed 
for  distribution,  whilst  the  army  should  remain  at  rest ;  but  he 
feared  to  ask  them  for  gratuitous  bestowal.  The  answer,  how- 
ever, was,  "  Seventy  thousand  you  shall  have  as  soon  as  steam- 
power  can  print  them  for  you  and  transport  them  to  you." 

Permanent  stations  were  established,  manned,  and  supplied 
at  Nashville,  Camp  Convalescent,  Murfreesboro*,  and  the  great 
army  centres  in  the  city  of  tents.  And  now  opens  a  work  to 
gladden  the  hearts  of  the  good  upon  earth  and  in  heaven.  The 
suffering  are  kindly. cared  for  and  comforted;  warm  clothing  is 
put  upon  shivering  limbs ;  the  Good  Samaritan  work  of  every 
kind  is  gladly  done  and  gratefully  received ;  all  of  which  is 
incidental,  preliminary,  preparatory.  Thirty-five  thousand  Tes- 
taments, thirty  thousand  soldiers'  hymn  and  psalm  books,  and  a 
world  of  religious  reading  is  distributed.  Daily  prayer-meetings 
are  held  at  all  the  stations.  Every  station  has  its  free  writing 
table,  and  thousands  of  letters  are  written  home  which  never 
would  have  been  written  but  for  the  facilities  thus  afibrded  the 
soldiers. 

The  faithful  but  discouraged  chaplain  takes  heart ;  his  hands 
are  filled  with  something  precious  for  his  boys  to  read;  he 
meets  them  with  the  sunshine  of  satisfaction  on  his  face,  and 
they  greet  him  with  grateful  words  of  delight  as  he  steps  into 
their  tents  with  his  Testaments,  papers,  and  tracts.  As  the 
hymn-books  find  their  way  into  all  circles,  the  sweet  strains  of 
familiar  melodies,  hallowed  by  the  dearest  memories  of  home, 
are  heard  in  the  manly  tones  of  the  soldier  everywhere.  "  Not 
with  observation,"  not  with  any  grand  demonstration  or  out- 
ward show,  but  silently  as  the  dawn  steals  over  the  face  of 
nature  a  new  moral  face  is  given  to  the  army. 

The  Gospel  is  preached  from  tent  to  tent,  hospital  to  hospital, 
camp  to  camp,  and  with  it  the  power  of  God  is  manifested  in 
measure  never  before  equalled  on  any  similar  field.  From  the 
chiefs  of  the  army,  more  than  one  of  whom  have  themselves  in 
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many  ways  freely  borne  witness  to  the  fact,  down  to  the  drummer 
boys,  hearts  are  moved  by  heavenly  inflaence,  profanity  is  hashed 
and  abashed,  intemperance  is  checked,  discontent  and  despond- 
ency cored,  wanderers  reclaimed,  and  sinners  led  to  Him  who 
alone  can  give  repentance  and  remission  of  sins. 

In  Camp  Convalescent,  in  a  meeting  one  moonlight  night,  some 
five  hundred  rise  at  one  time  in  token  of  desire  that  Christians 
shall  intercede  with  God  for  their  salvation.  In  the  hospitals  and 
in  the  city  of  tents  there  is  one  wide-spread  and  glorious  revival, 
the  results  of  which  will  be  known  in  their  fullest  extent  only 
in  that  day  when  the  King  of  kings  shall  make  up  his  jewels, 
and  they  that  are  joyously  ushered  into  the  light  of  the  know- 
ledge of  God  shall  be  gathered  in  glory. 

The  later  days  of  April,  all  of  May,  and  three-fourths  of 
June,  pass  away  filled  up  with  these  blessed  scenes. 

Meanwhile,  by  this  very  means,  in  aid  of  the  more  direct 
measures  of  the  military  and  medical  departments,  the  army  is 
steadily  gathering  moral  and  physical  readiness  for  anticipated 
movements  and  battles.  Finally,  after  preparations,  reviews, 
reconnoisances,  all  are  ready;  rations  are  packed,  tents  are 
struck,  and  on  the  24th  day  of  June  the  great  host  moves  off  in 
martial  order,  in  expectation  of  a  terrible  battle  within  a  few 
hours  at  most.  The  field,  far  and  wide,  white  with  tents  and 
alive  with  the  dwellers  therein  only  a  few  hours  before,  is  left, 
and  presents  a  scene  even  more  sad  than  the  deserted  village  of 
the  Irish  poet,  a  deserted  camp.  Many  of  the  delegates,  with 
battle-field  stores,  follow  on  with  the  army.  The  stations  of 
the  Commission  out  through  the  army  are  all  broken  up,  and 
their  effects  brought  within  the  encircling  line  of  fortifications 
defending  the  post  of  Murfreesboro*.  And  thus  ends  the  second 
campaign — the  first  under  the  permanent  field  agency— of  the 
delegate  work  of  the  United  States  Christian  Commission  in  the 
Army  of  the  Cumberland. 


The  great  army  moves  on.  Manchester  is  reached  the  27th 
of  July,  and  Winchester  also.  The  enemy,  instead  of  waiting 
and  resisting  its  oncoming,  falls  back.  Winchester,  one  of  the 
most  beautiful  of  all  the  Southern  Tennessee  villages,  imme- 
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diatelj  becomes  headquarters.  The  favor  of  corps  commanders 
opens  two  charches  for  daily  service  to  the  delegates.  Their 
work  is  extended  to  the  camps  far  and  near.  The  meetings  are 
thronged  with  officers  and  soldiers.  The  services  borrow  im- 
pressiveness  from  memories  of  the  past,  and  from  anticipations 
of  the  stern  realities  toward  which  they  are  pressing.  Here 
scenes  of  personal  religious  interest  transpire,  which  will  be  held 
in  everlasting  remembrance.  Victories  are  gained  by  many 
greater  than  that  of  him  that  taketh  a  city. 

The  advance,  however,  is  not  stayed.  Onward  still  move 
the  martial  columns  through  the  deserted  camps  and  abandoned 
works  of  the  retreating  foe.  Tullahoma  is  reached  August  1st, 
and  nothing  found  but  the  desolating  footprints  of  the  hosts 
still  hurrying  away.  Halting  here  for  two  or  three  days'  rest 
with  the  army,  the  commander  assigns  the  delegates  a  commo- 
dious store  in  a  central  position,  and  almost  before  the  soldiers' 
tents  are  pitched  a  Christian  Commission  station,  with  all  its 
appliances,  is  opened  on  the  main  street,  for  their  relief  and 
benefit.  Abundant  occasion  the  delegates  find  to  ply  their  skill 
and  use  some,  at  least,  of  the  clothing  and  comforts  they  have 
brought  with  them ;  for  the  fatigues  of  the  march  and  the  diseases 
incident  to  exposure  and  hardship  in  the  midsummer's  heat,  have 
overborne  not  a  few.  Still  onward  they  go,  closely  following  up 
the  foe,  and  still  expecting  a  stand  to  be  made,  and  a  terrible 
grapple,  decisive  of  the  relative  strength  of  the  two  armies,  if 
not  indeed  of  the  fate  of  one  or  the  other. 

At  Stevenson,  a  point  is  reached  in  the  valley  of  the  Tennes- 
see River  favorable  for  a  great  military  depot,  consisting  of  ware- 
houses, workshops,  and  hospitals,  and  at  once  it  is  decided  to 
establish  it.  This  presents  another  field  for  the  Good  Samari- 
tans, and  instantly  a  station  is  opened.  The  commander  assigns 
them  the  only  church  in  the  place,  and  religious  services  are 
here  as  elsewhere  begun,  while  at  the  same  time  efficient  prepa- 
rations are  made,  and  substantial  service  for  the  bodily  relief  of 
those  who  are  suffering  is  rendered. 

Again  the  army  moves,  only  to  find  at  Bridgeport,  July  7th, 
ten  miles  above,  the  enemy  across  the  Tennessee,  and  the  bridge 
burned  behind  them.  Fourteen  days'  hard  marching  over  the 
roughs  rugged  mountain  roads,  brings  them  at  last  upon  the 
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western  bank  of  the  Tennessee,  within  ear-shot,  speaking  by  the 
word  of  the  cannon*B  mouth,  of  the  famous  rebel  stronghold, 
Chattanooga.  A  few  explosive  words  of  warning  are  sent  shriek- 
ing across,  and  then  preparation  is  made  to  bridge  the  river  by 
pontoons  and  carry  the  place  by  assault.  Nine  days  consum^ 
in  crossing,  and  ten  more  in  the  dispositions  needful  for  the 
attack,  give  the  enemy  time  for  the  conviction  that  the  path  of 
safety  is  the  path  of  retreat,  and  Chattanooga,  the  mountain 
Gibraltar,  is  occupied  without  a  struggle.  This  triumph,  how- 
ever, though  bloodless,  is  not  achieved  without  fearful  sacrifice 
in  the  number  prostrated  by  over-fatigue  and  disease.  Scarce 
ten  days  for  rest  and  preparation  intervene  before  yet  another 
advance  is  made.  Meanwhile  the  suffering  ones  must  be  ten- 
derly cared  for  and  saved,  if  good  nursing,  comfortable  clothing, 
and  suitable  diet  in  aid  of  medical  skill  can  do  it ;  or,  these  fail- 
mg,  the  poor  boys  must  be  counselled,  comforted,  pointed  to 
Jesus  ;  their  final  messages  and  tokens  taken  and  transmitted  to 
the  sorrow-stricken  ones  at  home ;  and  when  gone,  the  sad  rites 
of  the  soldier's  Christian  burial  must  be  rendered  to  the  earthly 
tenement  they  leave  behind.  All  this  to  the  utmost  of  their 
strength — yes,  and  beyond  their  strength — the  delegates  are 
forward  to  do. 

Behind  them,  they  have  left  stations  along  the  line  stretching 
from  Nashville  to  Chattanooga,  in  readiness  for  future  work. 
And  now,  as  active  preparations  are  making  for  a  further  ad- 
vance, they  begin  to  count  upon  an  extension  of  this  Christian 
Commission  chain  of  posts  by  another  link  stretching  to  Atlanta. 

Once  more  the  army  moves,  not  far  this  time  until  met  in  the 
anticipated  deadly  grapple  by  the  foe  strongly  reinforced.  The 
conflict  is  terrible  ;  the  slaughter  on  both  sides  immense.  The 
centre  is  pierced  :  one  wing  gives  way,  and  seeks  safety  within 
the  fortified  lines  of  Chattanooga ;  the  other  wing,  unbroken, 
repulses  the  enemy.  While  the  battle  rages,  delegates  of  the 
Commission  are  under  fire.  When  the  forces  he  is  with  are 
compelled  to  retire,  leaving  their  wounded  behind  them,  one  of 
the  delegates,  Rev.  John  Hussey,  of  Ohio,  with  several  sur- 
geons, refusing  to  seek  safety  by  abandoning  the  fallen  men,  is 
captured  and  sent  to  Richmond.    This  happens  on  the  19Ui  and 
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20th  of  September.  On  the  night  of  the  2l8t,  the  nndannted 
wing  is  also  withdrawn,  and  all  are  now  in  defensive  position. 

Meanwhile,  appeals  for  delegates  and  stores  in  anticipation  of 
the  battle  have  not  been  wholly  in  vain.  The  first  man  heed- 
ing the  call  reaches  Chattanooga  as  the  opposing  lines  along  the 
Ghicamauga  are  opening  fire.  As  the  battle  rages,  its  fearful 
effects  become  painfully  manifest.  Hundreds  of  army  wagons 
come  in,  fleeing  from  the  danger ;  thousands  of  wounded  men, 
some  on  foot,  some  on  cannon  trucks,  some  in  wagons,  and  more 
in  ambulances,  pour  into  the  town,  through  dense  clouds  of  dust, 
and  with  **  garments  rolled  in  blood."  The  newly  arrived  dele- 
gate hastens  to  procure  an  ambulance,  and  goes  out  to  meet  the 
blinded,  exhausted,  maimed,  mangled,  fainting  sufferers,  and 
helps  them  to  the  hospitals.  Soon  the  incoming  tide  fills  up  and 
overfills  the  hospitals,  and  flows  out  and  flows  on  from  Chatta- 
nooga to  Bridgeport,  Stevenson,  Cowan,  Tullahoma,  Winches- 
ter, Murfreesboro*,  Nashville,  meeting,  as  it  goes,  the  newly 
summoned  delegates,  hastening  forward  to  reinforce  the  several 
stations. 

At  Stevenson,  as  on  Thursday,  the  24th,  the  first  trains  with 
their  burden  of  mangled  heroes  come  in,  scenes  are  witnessed 
worthy  the  pencil  of  a  West.  Many  of  the  wounded  have 
walked  all  the  way  from  the  battle-field  to  the  railroad  terminus 
at  Bridgeport.  All  are  faint  and  weary.  Three  days  they  have 
been  without  a  single  meal,  and  almost  without  food,  and  are 
starving.  The  acting  field  agent  has  come  from  the  front  just 
in  advance  of  this  tide  of  sufferers,  to  hasten  forward  delegates 
and  supplies.  He  has  despatched  a  noble  band  of  new-comers, 
but  has  still  with  him  some  capital  workers.  What  are  they, 
however,  and  what  their  stores  among  so  many  ?  He  is  at  his 
wit's  end ;  yet  his  wits  do  not  forsake  him.  He  strikes  the 
plan.  Instantly  an  appeal  is  made  to  Colonel  Lyon,  command- 
ing, and  instantly  the  Colonel  responds.  The  following  orders 
are  given : 

Officb  Issuiiro  Covxibsabt, 
Btbtbnson,  Ala.,  September  24,  1S63. 

All  Bakeries  at  this  Post  : 

You  will  deliver  to  Rev.  Benjamin  Parsons,  Field  Agent  of 
the  United  States  Christian  Commission,  all  the  fresh  bread  that 
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he  may  need  for  the  use  of  wounded  soldiers,  taking  his  receipt 
for  the  same.  I  will  replace  the  bread  with  flour  pound  for 
pound.     This  to  remain  in  force  until  further  orders. 

J.  R.  Fitch, 

Captain  and  Acting  Commissary. 

And  next  this  order: 

Stbtbmbom,  Ala.,  September  34,  1863. 

Issuing  Clerk  : 

Deliver  to  Rev.  Benjamin  Parsons,  Field  Agent  United  States 
Christian  Commission,  what  sugar  and  coffee  he  may  need,  taking 
his  receipt  for  the  same. 

J.  R.  Fitch, 

Captain,  Ao. 

Thus  favored  by  the  authorities,  the  workers  remaining  here 
set  at  once  about  giving  bread  and  coffee  to  the  hungry  and  thirsty 
soldiers.  On  Thursday,  they  distribute  ten  hundred  and  twenty- 
four  loaves ;  Friday  they  distribute  eight  hundred  and  fifty  loaves; 
making  a  total  of  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-four  loaves.  They 
obtain  army  kettles,  and  by  negro  aid,  cook,  and  themselves, 
chiefly,  distribute  one  hundred  and  fifty  gallons  of  coffee. 

Beginning  to  feel  the  magnitude  of  the  work  on  their  hands, 
they  appeal  again  to  the  noble-hearted  Colonel,  who  gives  them 
a  detail  of  fifty  men  to  help  them.  They  select  twenty-five  of 
the  number,  place  twelve  on  duty,  and  hold  the  others  as  a  "  re- 
serve corps."  Next  they  secure  from  Quartermaster  Captain 
Warren  a  large  tent,  already  pitched  on  the  railroad  depot  plat- 
form, just  where  they  want  it ;  and  finally,  to  expedite  coffee- 
making,  they  obtain  from  the  provost-marshal  an  order  entitling 
them,  '*  in  preference  to  all  others,"  to  water  from  the  tank. 
Now  they  are  prepared  for  work,  and  are  amused,  in  spite  of  all 
there  is  to  sadden  and  sicken  the  heart,  with  the  position  they 
occupy, — a  little  band  of  Christian  Commission  men,  with  hun- 
dreds— ^yes,  thousands — looking  upon  them  as  feeders  of  no 
small  or  unimportant  portion  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland ; 
and  they  are  delighted,  overjoyed,  to  see  how  the  brave  men, 
who  are  suffering  the  agony  of  a  thousand  deaths  in  the  anguish 
of  wounds  and  the  faintness  of  hunger  and  exhaustion,  are 
revived,  cheered,  filled  with  gratitude,  and  constrained  to  break 
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forth  in  rough,  ready,  hearty  expressions,  which  borrow  pathos 
from  their  tears  and  tones  of  joy,  saying,  "God  bless  you  !'* 
"Bully  for  the  Christian  Commission!"  "These  Christians 
are  about  the  best  people  in  the  world  after  all !" 

These  are  the  scenes — many  in  number  and  variety,  one  in 
Christlike  relief  to  the  suffering — ^witnessed  all  along  this  sad 
tide  of  martyr  patriots,  pouring  down  from  the  bloody  fountain 
on  th«  Chicamauga  all  the  way  to  the  great  Bethesda,  with  its 
twenty-three  hospital  porches,  at  Nashville.  But  why  attempt 
description  ?  It  is  useless.  No  pen,  pencil,  or  tongue  can  ever 
reproduce  them  in  their  living  power  and  pathos.  The  patience, 
even  cheerfulness,  of  the  maimed  and  mangled  ones,  is  the  most 
wonderful  feature  of  all.  A  grand  compensation  is  kindly  pro- 
vided in  these  cases,  which  often  sinks  out  of  sight  the  loss  of 
limbs,  and  out  of  mind  the  present  anguish  of  the  most  terrible 
wounds.  The  memories  of  other  scenes,  of  deeds  of  daring,  of 
hairbreadth  escapes,  of  laurels  achieved,  are  recounted  to  them- 
selves and  recalled  to  others ;  and  a«  they  pass  the  many  places 
of  interesting  reminiscence,  memory  brings  forth  her  old  treasures 
with  the  new. 

As  they  pass  the  old  battle-field  of  Stone  River,  and  the  camp- 
ing grounds  they  occupied  so  long,  they  fight  the  battle  over 
again,  and  live  anew  the  scenes  of  the  camp.  This  draws  with 
it  every  other  link  of  the  long  martial  chain,  and  carries  them 
over  Shiloh,  Perryville,  Fort  Donelson,  Pea  Ridge,  and  every 
other  field  on  which  they  have  fought.  With  these  come  other 
memories,  more  hallowed  and  more  precious,  of  which  they  speak 
with  the  frankness  of  the  soldier  and  the  gladness  of  the  Chris- 
tian. Passing  the  remains  of  a  brush  camp,  one  exclaims,  "  Yes, 
partners,  I  know  as  much  of  those  fights  as  any  one ;  but  there, 
that  brush  camp  is  a  spot  that  I  shall  remember  when  these  bat- 
tles are  all  forgot.'*  "  What  happened  there  ?"  "  There  I  found 
Jesus."  His  was  the  representative  voice  of  thousands,  some  of 
whom  live  to  fight  the  remaining  battles  of  the  war,  and  to  glad- 
den and  enjoy  again  peaceful,  honorable  homes  under  the  vindi- 
cated flag  of  the  nation,  whilst  others  have  gon^  up  to  enjoy 
happier  homes,  and  to  be  stars  in  a  more  glorious  kingdom  in 
heaven. 

At  once  a  new  campaign  opens,  more  vigorous,  exciting,  and 
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trying  than  all  before  it.  The  enemy  assumes  the  offensive, 
presses  Chattanooga,  threatens  assault,  but  commences  a  siege, 
endangers  the  line  of  supply,  and  creates  apprehensions  of  a 
flank  movement  to  isolate  the  army,  and  reduce  it  to  the  alter- 
native of  abandoning  its  strong  position  and  cutting  its  way  out, 
or  risking  the  necessity  for  a  final  surrender. 

Sixty  miles  of  wagoning  over  rough,  rocky,  rutty,  precipitous 
mountain  roads,  in  the  face  of  a  watchful,  adventurous  foe,  fami- 
liar with  every  pass  of  the  mountains,  and  every  step  of  the  way, 
perilous  even  if  there  were  no  foe  watching  to  strike,  puts  the 
gallant  army  to  sad  straits  for  subsistence.  The  enemy  is  boast- 
fully expectant  of  driving  it  from  Tennessee,  and  even  presump- 
tuously hopeful  of  its  capture  or  utter  destruction. 

The  whole  country  is  moved.  The  Government  is  roused. 
The  western  departments  are  consolidated,  and  made  to  pom- 
upward  along  the  streams  coming  down  from  the  mountains  of 
Tennessee  their  reinforcing  cobunns.  The  eastern  departments 
contribute  their  veterans;  and  soon  the  cheering  news  goes 
abroad  that  the  beleaguered  army  is  beginning  successfully  to 
okke  the  offensive,  and  is  flanking  its  besiegers  by  a  movement 
of  the  forces  newly  arrived. 

The  military  necessities  of  the  situation,  however,  trench  hea- 
vily upon  the  Christian  Commission  facilities  for  receiving  sup- 
plies. We  share  with  the  Government  both  the  perils  and  the 
losses  incident  to  the  forty  miles  mountain  transportation. 
Seventeen  wagon-loads  of  choice  hospital  stores,  with  a  fine 
library  and  good  stock  of  reading,  are  captured  and  burned  by 
guerillas  on  the  mountains.  0  what  a  world  of  comfort  and 
benefit  to  the  soldiers  is  lost  in  this  one  mountain  conflagration ! 

Bridgeport  is  made  the  headquarters  of  the  newly  arrived 
Eleventh  Corps.  Here  the  delegates  find  abundant  work  amongst 
the  families  of  the  suffering  citizens,  as  well  as  the  soldier^.. 
At  the  request  of  the  corps  commander  the  delegates  take  charge^ 
of  the  poor  families  around,  draw  and  dispense  to  them  rations, 
for  their  weekly  supply,  to  save  them  from  starving,  open  a  school 
for  their  children  in  a  tent  pitched  and  furnished  with  benches, 
and  desks  by  the  quartermaster  for  the  purpose,  and  another  for 
contrabands,  old  and  young,  to  which  must  be  added,  as  the 
crowning  feature  of  this  station  of  tents,  the  chapel  tent  for  the^ 
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soldiers,  filled  daily  with  eager  worshippers,  and  made  the  gate 
of  heaven  to  many  who  joyously  enter  in. 

At  Chattanooga  the  work  is  greatly  embarrassed  for  want  of 
supplies ;  not,  however,  by  any  unwillingness  on  the  part  of  the 
commander  of  the  newly  formed  general  department,  for  one  of 
his  early  orders  requires : 

That  all  officers  under  his  command  shall  afford  every  faciUty 
consistent  with  the  public  service  to  all  delegates  of  the  United 
States  Christian  Commission^  and  aid  them  by  every  legitimate 
means  in  their  power. 

That  passes  and  transportation  shall  always  he  granted  them 
for  themselves^  and  for  stores  and  publications,  upon  all  Govern- 
ment railroads  and  steamers. 

And  that  the  privilege  shall  be  extended  to  them  of  purchasing 
stores  of  the  Commissary  Department  the  same  as  officers  do. 

But  orders  cannot  instantly  lay  down  the  double  track  of  a 
long  line  of  railway,  or  level  down  mountains  and  fill  up  valleys, 
and  cast  up  a  highway  in  the  wilderness,  even  for  Good  Samari- 
tans and  their  supplies  to  pass  over.  A  reinforcement  of  dele- 
gates, however,  reaches  Chattanooga.  The  hospitals  are  visited 
daily,  and  everything  done  to  cheer,  instruct,  and  save  the  hun- 
dreds crowding  the  general  field  hospital,  and  the  buildings  used 
as  hospitals  in  the  town. 

But  ah,  how  the  lesson  is  now  made  to  sink  down  by  the  weight 
of  daily  repetition,  that  words,  mere  words,  are  empty  when  un- 
accompanied with  deeds ;  that  religious  counsels  to  men  suffering 
for  suitable  food  fall  on  the  ear,  but  fail  to  reach  the  heart ; 
that  the  shortest  way  to  the  heart  of  the  hungry  is  through  the 
stomach ;  that  the  principle  of  the  Christian  Commission  in  carry- 
ing bodily  relief  in  one  hand,  and  religious  benefits  in  the  other, 
is  the  only  true  wisdom  !  Nevertheless,  they  do  what  they  can, 
and  God  blesses  what  they  do. 

Amongst  other  expedients,  a  church  edifice  is  secured.  Daily 
services  are  held,  in  which  chaplains  and  delegates  work  together, 
as  they  always  do  wherever  the  circumstances  are  propitious. 
The  church  is  crowded  from  night  to  night  half  an  hour  before 
the  appointed  time ;  and  every  night  from  one  to  two  scores  of 
soldiers  seek  special  direction  to  the  Saviour,  and  special  re- 
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membranoe  before  God,  that  he  may  guide  them  into  the  way  of 
life- 
Two  whole  months — ^long  months — in  Chattanooga,  pass  away 
in  preparations.  At  last  all  things  are  ready.  Cartridges  are 
stowed,  rations  put  up  and  packed,  orders  are  given,  and  with 
the  morning's  dawn  the  movement  is  to  begin.  It  is  to  be  the 
last  night  at  the  chapel.  To-morrow  the  building  is  to  be  cleared, 
in  readiness  for  a  new  set  of  occupants.  Cots  are  to  replace  the 
seats,  surgeons  the  delegates,  wounded  men  the  worshippers,  and 
the  worshippers  of  to-night  are  to  march  in  the  morning ;  and 
at  night  where  are  they  to  be?  They  are  to  march  in  the  morn- 
ing in  full  expectation  of  storming  the  strongholds  of  the  enemy 
through  the  hailstorm  of  death ;  and  what  can  sustain  them  but 
the  strong  hand  of  Him  who  conquered  death,  and  who  alone 
can  give  them  the  victory  ?  0  what  a  meeting  is  this !  It  begins 
in  painful  solemnity.  Soon  the  Christian's  high  vantage-ground 
of  faith  in  God  is  gained.  Still  higher  the  souls  of  the  worship- 
pers continue  to  rise,  until  the  rock  of  Christian  triumph  is 
reached. 

"  They  have  climbed  where  Moses  stood, 

And  view  the  landscape  o'er; 
Not  Jordan's  stream^  nor  death's  cold  flood, 
Can  fright  them  from  the  shore." 

The  morning  comes,  the  morning  of  November  28d,  and  with 
the  morning  comes  the  marshalled  advance.  In  open  day  they 
march  boldly  out.  The  enemy  looks  on,  and  yet  does  not  believe 
his  own  eyes.  A  mere  feint,  he  thinks  it,  and  is  taken  wholly 
by  surprise  when  the  attack  begins.  The  roar  of  musketry,  the 
boom  of  the  cannon,  the  whistle  of  bullets,  the  shriek  of  shells, 
and  the  rush  of  the  charge,  serve  at  last  to  convince  him.  He 
is  driven  from  all  his  front  line  of  works.  Early  on  the  24th 
the  terrible  work  is  resumed.  With  little  expectation  of  carry- 
ing Lookout  Mountain  by  a  front  attack,  ascending  the  steep 
acclivity,  the  assault  is  made.  The  enemy  gives  way ;  hope  is 
quickened,  impulse  swells.  With  shouts  of  triumph,  onward, 
upward  they  rush,  carrying  all  before  them.  The  summit  is 
gained.     Lookout  is  ours. 

Meanwhile,  the  flanking  force  comes  on  up  out  of  the  Lookout 
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Valley  from  the  south,  sweeping  all  hefore  them  in  their  "  fight 
above  the  clouds;"  and  the  mountain  is  cleared  of  all  the  foe, 
his  last  works  carried,  and  many  of  his  guns,  with  thousands 
of  his  men,  are  captured.  With  the  dawn  of  the  25th  the  tri- 
umphant columns  push  forward  across  the  valley  to  the  assault 
and  conquest  of  Missionary  Ridge,  and  the  victory  is  complete. 
The  enemy  is  routed,  and  driven  back  to  Ringgold. 

Through  these  days  of  triumph,  on  Lookout  Mountain,  in 
Lookout  Valley,  and  on  Missionary  Ridge,  the  Good  Samuritans 
are  along  the  bloody  track,  taking^up  the  fallen^  binding  up  their 
wounds,  pouring  in  the- oil  and  the  wine,  taking  messages,  tokens, 
and  memoranda  of  the  dying  for  the  comfort  of  the  bereaved, 
pointing  them  and  commending  them  in  prayer  to  Jesus,  and  in 
every  way  giving  willing  aid  to  the  surgeons,  as  best  they  may, 
in  their  sad  and  arduous  work. 

The  flying  enemy  are  pursued  the  26th,  27th,  28th,.  and  on, 
until  overtaken  at  Ringgold,  where,  December  Ist,  the  pursu- 
ing column  receives  a  bloody  check,  and  not  being  in  sufScient 
force  to  give  general  battle,  withdraws  and  returns  to  Chatta- 
nooga, where  the  army  is  concentrated  to  rest  from  their  cam- 
paign of  triumph,  in  preparation  for  still  another  when  the  time 
shall  come.  Not  all,  however.  A  strong  column  is  still  out  for 
the  relief  of  the  gallant  but  imperilled  army  in  East  Tennessee. 
At  Ringgold,  besides  the  dead,  who  are  buried,  about  eighty  fall 
wounded,  and  are  brought  back  in  ambulances,  two  days  on  their 
painful  journey  before  reaching  Chattanooga.  Two  delegates, 
with  an  ambulance  and  supplies,  go  out  in  the  night  isLnd  meet 
them.  Nothing  could  be  more  providentially  opportune.  The 
surgeons  had  dispatched  a  messenger  for  stimulants,  and  he  re- 
turned with  empty  bottles.  O  how  joyous  are  they,  as  well  as 
the  poor  sufferers,  when,  in  this  strait,  the  indefatigable  G-ood 
Samaritans  announce  themselves,  with  their  brandy,  condensed 
milk,  camp-kettles,  and  everything  to  meet  the  case ! 

Thus  relieved,  refreshed,  and  strengthened,  when  the  morning 
comes  this  train  of  wounded  heroes  resumes  its  painful  course ; 
and  when  it  enters  Chattanooga  all  safe,  the  surgeon  in  charge 
breathes  more  freely,  and  turning  to  the  delegates,  says,  *^  Six 
of  these  men,  now  safe  here,  would  have  died  before  morning  if 
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you  had  not  met  us  last  night  as  jou  did."  This  is  pay  enough 
for  the  delegates ;  they  ask  no  more.     Their  hearts  are  full. 

The  news  of  the  great  battle  flashes  over  the  wires,  and  thrills 
the  hearts  of  millions  with  joy  for  the  victory,  and  loving  sympa- 
thy for  the  wounded  heroes  who  have  bought  it  with  their  blood. 
Hundreds  are  ready  to  fly  to  their  relief.  The  line  of  trans- 
portation, however,  is  overcrowded.  Comparatively  few  can  go. 
They  find  a  world  of  work,  and  a  greater  world  of  welcome.  The 
railway,  too,  is  opened  anew  to  Chattanooga  from  Bridgeport, 
uid  supplies  come  more  freely  through.  One  of  the  newly- 
arrived  delegates,  amongst  other  evidences  of  appreciation,  has 
his  heart  gladdened  in  the  field  hospital,  two  miles  out  of  Chatta- 
nooga, by  circumstances  like  this.  He  is  in  a  tent,  writing  a 
letter  for  one  who  is  too  badly  wounded  to  hold  a  pen.  A  man 
comes  in  with  stationery  for  sale,  asking  an  exorbitant  price 
for  it.  One  of  the  men,  rising  upon  his  elbow  in  his  cot,  remarks 
to  the  vendor  of  paper,  "  You  will  find  no  sale  here.  The  Chris- 
tian Commission  sends  this  man  not  only  to  give  us  paper,  but 
to  write  letters  home  for  us  when  we  are  too  sick,  and  gives  us 
a  little  book  into  the  bargain.'' 

But  the  scenes  of  these  closing  days  of  the  year  at  Chatta- 
nooga, and  all  along  the  line  of  the  tide  of  wounded  men  from 
there  to  the  ample  hospitals  of  Nashville,  must  be  left  entirely 
to  imagination. 

Sketched,  as  it  has  been,  in  briefest  outline,  this  work,  in 
the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  is  trenching  too  much  upon  space 
justly  claimed  by  other  fields.  In  closing,  a  word  must  be 
added  briefly  unfolding  the  wor)[  at  Cowan,  not  even  noticed  in 
passing,  and  another  expanding  the  too-meagre  outline  of  that 
done  at  Nashville. 


Cowan  is  in  Tennessee,  about  midway  between  Murfreesboro, 
in  the  same  state,  and  Stevenson,  Alabama.  In  the  summer,  it 
was  made  the  place  of  an  immense  field  hospital,  filled  with  vic- 
tims of  overfatigue  in  the  broiling  heat.  Soon,  however,  as  the 
army  advanced,  it  was  converted  into  a  camp  for  convalescents. 
The  large  numbers  gathered  here,  their  desolate  condition,  want 
of  clothing  and  diet  suitable  for  men  in  their  delicate  state,  their 


110  UNITKD   STArBS   CHRISTIAN   COMMISSION. 

craving  for  sympathy,  their  need  of  kind  care  and  kind  words, 
and  their  eagerness  for  religious  instruction,  drew  largely  upon  the 
hearts  and  hands  of  the  delegates  sent  to  them.  Shirts,  drawers, 
and  socks,  clean  and  comfortable,  given  at  the  right  moment, 
with  words  of  cheer,  might  and  would  in  many  a  case  become 
the  pivot  of  recovery,  or  withheld,  would  leave  the  suffering  ones 
to  the  chills  of  the  night  and  the  colder  chills  of  despondency, 
sinking  them  quickly  to  the  grave.  Some  proper  nourishment, 
nicely  prepared  and  rightly  bestowed,  in  many  another  case 
would  save  from  death.  And  how  could  they  fail  to  be  moved 
to  almost  superhuman  exertion  to  meet  the  wants  of  these  men 
and  save  them  alive? 

They  were  hungry  for  the  Gospel,  too,  scores  upon  scores 
of  them,  just  in  position  to  be  pointed  to  Jesus,  to  look  and 
live  or  go  on  their  way  and  die.  They  flocked  to  the  services 
in  the  open  air,  and  hung  upon  the  lips  of  the  delegates  in  the 
hospital  and  in  the  tents,  and  ate  up  their  words.  What  wonder, 
then,  that  the  excitement  lifted  the  workers  above  their  own 
powers  of  endurance  and  impelled  them  beyond  the  bounds  of 
prudence,  even  to  prostration  ?  One  who  was  borne  upon  the 
bubble  of  excitement  through  all  until  he  left  the  ground,  then 
sunk  down;  but,  after  much  suffering,  rose  again  finally  to 
health.  Two  others  were  overborne  and  stricken  with  fever, 
from  which  one,  after  lyii^g  long  at  death's  door,  finally  reco- 
vered. But,  alas !  the  other,  Rev.  A.  R.  Dyer,  of  Maine,  after 
partial  recovery  and  removal  to  Nashville,  died  on  Sunday, 
November  15, 1863.  The  work  at  Cowan  cost  a  terrible  price ; 
but  who  that  knows  anything  of  the  lives  saved  there,  and  of 
the  souls  converted  to  God,  will  say  that  the  price,  after  all,  was 
too  dear  ? 

The  death  of  another  delegate  at  Nashville,  not  however 
chargeable  to  the  work  at  Cowan,  may  as  well  be  mentioned  in 
this  connection, — that  of  Rev.  Frank  Heron  Power.  At  the 
front  he  overworked  and  fell  sick,  but  recovered  again,  and 
started  for  home.  On  the  way  he  was  drawn  into  the  work 
again  by  his  sympathy  for  suffering  men,  and  soon  exhausted 
himself  beyond  the  power  of  all  medical  skill,  and  all  kindness 
and  care.     He  died  October  16,  1863. 

Still  another  name  remains  to  be  mentioned  in  this  list  of  the 
fallen.     David  Brown,  a  young  man  of  promise  and  of  the  true 
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nmrtyr  spirit.  He,  however,  reached  his  father's  house,  in 
Tridelphia,  Va.,  where  he  was  prostrated  by  the  fever  which 
terminated  his  life,  on  the  8th  day  of  July,  1868,  at  the  age  of 
twenty-two  years. 

Our  Saviour  commended  the  poor  widow  for  her  two  mites 
cast  into  the  treasury,  because  it  was  all  the  living  she  had. 
What  would  he  have  said  to  Dyer,  Powers,  and  Brown,  who  cast 
in  life  itself  into  the  scale  for  his  glory  ?  Truly,  none  have 
given,  none  can  give  more  for  this  or  any  other  work  than  has 
been  given  by  these  dear  departed  brethren. 

Nashville.  If  the  scenes  of  the  work  in  Nashville  were  writ- 
ten out,  they  alone  would  fill  volumes,  and  if  graphically  and 
truthfuly  portrayed,  few  volumes  ever  written  would  equal 
them  in  intensity  of  interest.  They  are  written  in  heaven,  and 
in  fragments  in  the  hearts  also  of  thousands  on  earth.  Here  is 
the  great  Convalescent  Camp,  with  its  population  daily  changing 
and  daily  under  the  influence  of  the  Gospel,  with  its  benign 
preface  of  clothing  for  the  needy,  delicate  nutriment  for  the 
weak,  and  kind  words  and  deeds  for  all,  and  its  increasing 
manifestation  of  power  unto  salvation.  Here  are  the  twenty- 
three  hospitals,  in  one  of  which  alone  one  delegate  who,  upon 
his  first  visit,  found  only  one  man  willing  to  ask  before  his  com- 
rades to  be  pointed  to  Jesus ;  but  who,  on  the  occasion  of  his 
final  visit,  found  all,  save  two,  willing  to  express  their  joyous 
assurance  of  salvation  received  or  their  ardent  desire  for  its 
attainment. 

Here  are  the  barracks,  with  a  population  more  fluctuating  still 
than  that  of  Camp  Convalescepji,  but  ready  to  receive  and  carry 
with  them,  as  they  go  on  their  way  from  this  lodging-place  for 
the  night,  the  good  seed  daily  sown  amongst  them.  Here  is  the 
daily  prayer-meeting  in  the  church  in  the  city,  and  here  are  the 
camps,  batteries,  and  guard  stations  all  around  it. 

Here,  at  No.  6  Cherry  Street,  central  to  all  these,  are  the  head- 
quarters of  the  Commission,  a  store-room,  twenty  by  sixty  feet; 
the  front  used  as  a  reading-room,  furnished  with  a  free  writing- 
table  ;  the  leading  secular  and  religious  papers  on  file ;  a  circu- 
lating library  of  more  than  two  thousand  books,  either  on 
shelves  or  abroad  amongst  the  soldiers,  with  the  following  card 
on  the  table,  to  be  read  by  all  comers : 

"  The  newspapers  hanging  on  the  files  are  dailies  and  week- 
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lies  from  your  state  and  county.  Sit  down  and  read.  The 
writing'tahU  and  stationery  on  the  left  are  for  your  use.  They 
want  to  hear  from  you  at  home. 

"  If  out  of  stamps  J  drop  your  letter  in  the  box — we  will  stamp 
and  mail  it.  Those  Testaments,  hymn-books,  and  religious 
papers  were  sent  to  you — take  one.  That  library  back  of  the 
railing  has  many  interesting  books ;  find  the  one  you  like,  have 
it  recorded,  and  return  it  in  five  days.  If  you  are  in  trouble, 
speak  to  any  agent  in  the  room ;  you  are  the  one  he  wants  to  see. 
At  3J  P.M.  everybody  come  to  our  '  prayer-meeting*  in  the 
Second  Presbyterian  Church,  College  Street,  below  the  public 
square. 

"  The  Saviour  wiU  he  there.     He  says^  '  Come.'  " 

Here  the  boxes  are  brought  to  be  opened,  sorted,  repacked 
and  shipped  off  to  the  different  stations. 

And  here  come  the  delegates,  to  remain  and  work  in  this 
immense  cluster  of  parishes,  in  far  greater  number  in  proportion 
than  can  be  sent  forward  to  the  front  stations  in  the  army. 

Every  army  has  its  base  of  supplies,  which  is  also  the  point 
of  convergence  to  which  all  soldiers  come  in,  whether  going  to 
the  fropt  or  returning  from  it.  And  this  is  also  a  point  of 
divergence  from  which  the  army  is  reached,  in  all  its  parts,  by  sup- 
plies and  recruits  not  only,  but  by  influences  for  good  or  for  evil. 

This  relation  Nashville  sustains  to  the  Army  of  the  Cum- 
berland ;  and  what  is  done  here,  is  done  for  the  whole  army. 
It  is,  therefore,  matter  of  profound  gratitude  to  God,  that  the 
pillar  of  the  Divine  presence  has  never  for  one  day  been  taken 
away  from  the  little  band  of  Christian  Commission  workers  here, 
numbering  at  most,  when  largest,  not  over  thirty,  generally 
much  less;  nor  the  waters  of  life  ceased  to  flow  from  the  smit- 
ten Rock,  assuaging  the  thirst  of  the  weary. 

Here,  month  after  month,  men  have  come  in  from  all  parts  of 
the  army.  Some  of  them,  hungering  and  thirsting  after  righte- 
ousness, have  been  pointed  to  Jesus  and  filled,  and  have  gone  out 
again  or  gone  home  to  tell  others  of  their  joy  in  God,  or  gone 
to  heaven  to  join  the  glad  throng  above. 

Here,  from  battle-fields  and  hospitals  at  the  front,  have  been 
brought  the  helpless  and  laid  in  the  many  porches  of  this 
Bethesda  to  await  the  coming  of  the  angel ;  and,  when  he  came^ 
the  delegates  have  borne  them  to  the  healing  waters. 
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That  the  Christian  Commission  is  appreciated  highly  by  men  of 
every  rank  in  the  army  has  been  shown  in  many  ways,  and  it  is 
gratifying  to  know  that  it  is  rising  in  general  estimation  con- 
tinually. 

The  chaplains  were  the  first  to  hail  it  with  joy  and  commend 
it  heartily  to  all,  as  they  did  in  the  following  resolution,  passed 
at  a  general  meeting  of  theirs,  in  which  thirty -three  were  pre- 
sent, by  unanimous  vote. 

"  Resolved,  That  we  hail  with  gratitude  to  God  the  advent 
of  the  delegates  of  the  Christian  Commission  among  us;  that 
they  have  our  thanks  for  the  supply  of  religious  reading  fur- 
nished us,  and  that  we  assure  them  that  we  shall  be  happy  to 
cooperate  with  them  in  sowing  the  good  seed  in  this  vast  field 
of  labor." 

The  corps  commanders — Several  of  them — have  given  the  in- 
fluence of  their  presence  at  many  of  the  meetings  held  by  dele- 
gates of  the  Commission,  and  have  most  cheerfully  afforded  every 
possible  facility  for  the  prosecution  of  the  work.  One  of  them' 
appointed  the  acting  field  ngent  on  his  staff,  to  give  him  the 
power  to  accompany  the  army  himself,  and  to  command  facilities 
for  his  fellow- workers  also.  The  distinguished  commander  of 
the  consolidated  departments,  comprising  the  general  department 
of  the  Mississippi,  has  uniformly  manifested  his  hearty  confidence 
and  high  estimation  for  the  Commission  whenever  and  wherever 
he  has  had  occasion  to  do  it ;  and  soon  after  taking  his  present 
high  position,  he  gave  the  following  order,  valuable  first,  and 
chiefly,  because  it  facilitates  the  work,  and  cheers  all  engaged 
in  it,  and  only  less  so  as  a  testimony  to  the  people  at  home  that 
their  liberality  to  the  soldiers,  through  the  Commission,  is  appre- 
ciated by  their  commanders  of  the  highest  rank. 


Special  Order  of  General  Orant. 

Headquartbrs  Military  Ditisioh  op  thb  Mississippi, 
In  the  Field,  Chattanooga,  Tennessee, 

December  12,  1863. 

Special  Orders  No,  32.     Ux. 

All  oflScers  holding  commands  in  the  Military  Division  of  the 
Mississippi  are  hereby  required  to  extend  every  facility,  not  in- 
consistent with  the  public  service,  to  all  delegates  of  the  United 
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States  Christian  Commission,  and  aid  them  by  every  legitimate 
means  in  their  power  to  the  accomplishment  of  the  benevolent 
and  charitable  purposes  of  the  Commission. 

PermiBsion'will  at  all  times  be  granted  by  the  proper  military 
authorities  to  such  delegates  to  pass  to  all  parts  within  the  lines, 
without  hindrance  or  molestation. 

The  Commissary  Department  will  at  all  times  sell  to  such 
delegates,  upon  certificates  similar  to  those  given  by  oflScers, 
such  stores  as  they  may  need  for  their  own  use. 

Military  telegraph  lines  will  transmit  for  such  delegates  all 
messages  relating  to  the  business  of  the  Commission. 

The  Quartermaster's  Department  will,  upon  application,  fur- 
nish such  delegates  and  their  stores  free  transportation  upon  all 
Goremment  steamers  and  military  railroads  to  and  from  such 
points  within  the  military  division  as  their  duties  may  require 
them  to  visit. 

By  order  of  Major-General  U.  S.  Grant. 

George  K.  Leet, 

Assistant  Ac^utant  QeneraL 

Rev.  E.  p.  Smith, 

Qenerml  Field  Ageu(  United  States  Christian  Compiission. 


The  various  evidences  of  a  high  valuation  placed  by  the  sol- 
diers themselves  are,  of  all  others,  most  gratifying.  If  these 
were  wanting,  if  the  soldiers  were  averse  or  indifferent  to  the 
Commission  and  its  benefits,  all  besides  would  go  for  very  little. 
They,  however,  on  all  occasions,  and  in  a  vast  variety  of  ways, 
show  the  warmest  love  for  it,  and  the  most  grateful  estimation 
of  the  good  it  is  doing. 

The  hearty,  "  God  bless  the  Christian  Commission,"  is  the 
daily  cheer  given  by  the  soldiers  to  the  delegates  in  their  work. 
Contributions  are  never  asked  from  them,  yet  they  are  constantly 
making  them.  Small  regiments,  out  of  the  limited  pay  they  re- 
ceive for  the  perilous  and  often  hard  service  they  render,  have, 
in  some  instances,  given  more  than  large  and  wealthy  churches. 

Out  of  the  many  letters  of  thanks,  and  expressions  of  grati- 
tude and  good  will,  the  two  following  have  been  selected.  The 
army  of  the  nation  has  in  its  ranks  multitudes  of  men  of  ability 
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to  write  as  well  as  to  fight,  men  who  have  power  to  "  discern 
between  good  and  evil/'  and  hearts  to  appreciate  everything 
noble,  of  whom  evidently  are  the  writers  of  these  communica- 
tions, written  manifestly  for  newspaper  publication,  though  never 
published  as  intended. 

The  Christian  Commission. 

Nashyillk,  TjEiTK.,  NoTember  15,  1S63. 

It  is  not  less  a  duty  than  also  proper  to  inform  the  public  of 
the  direction  their  contributions  to  the  Christian  Commission 
have  taken.  Being  .placed  in  a  position  from  which  he  could 
see  its  operations  on  an  extended  scale,  the  undersigned  can,  with 
heartfelt  confidence,  assert  that  the  intentions  of  the  contributors 
have  been  fully  carried  out. 

He  has  seen  regiments  and  brigades,  after  a  wearisome  march, 
scarcely  arrived  at  camp,  when  the  delegate  of  the  Christian 
Commission  appeared,  with  greetings  from  his  benevolent  heart, 
and  stores  of  good  things  in  his  haversack.  Not  a  more  busy 
man  could  stand  beside  him  within  the  encircled  camp-ground. 
From  soldier  to  soldier,  from  tent  to  tent,  he  made  his  rounds, 
presenting  to  one  a  book,  another  a  tract  or  pamphlet.  Some 
boys  needed  writing  materials ;  others  wanted  note-paper  and 
envelopes.  All  were  glad  to  receive  reading-matter  in  the  various 
forms  at  his  command,  and  all  were  presented,  according  to  their 
various  wants,  with  what  he  had  on  hand.  Comforts  for  the 
outer  man  were  properly  distributed,  and  due  attention  to  the 
spiritual  interests  of  the  soldiers  were  promptly  paid.  The  Holy 
Scriptures  were  read ;  a  hymn  once  hallowed  by  the  choral  voices 
of  parents,  sisters,  friends,  was  sung ;  a  prayer  was  offered  from 
the  altar  of  the  camp-ground  to  the  Lord  of  Hosts  on  high;  an 
exhortation  given  to  be  as  faithful  soldiers  to  the  Captain  of  our 
salvation  as  they  were  sworn  to  be  to  their  superiors  in  command. 
The  emotions  of  many  a  sunburnt  soldier,  deep  sunk,  buried 
down  in  his  heart,  would  ofttimes  well  forth,  and  its  sluice-gates 
give  way  with  copious  tears  of  penitence,  causing  rejoicing  among 
the  marshalled  hosts  of  heaven  over  one  more  sinner  who  had 
repented,  and  given  his  heart  to  God. 

After  many  a  sanguinary  battle,  it  was  the  delegate  of  the 
Christian  Commission  who  was  first  on  hand,  reached  a  cooling 
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draught  of  water,  staunched  a  bleeding  wound,  conversed  upon 
the  eternal  interests  of  the  soul,  pointing  to  the  bleeding,  man- 
gled Jesus  upon  the  cross  as  the  Lord,  Saviour,  everprescnt  help, 
and  ofttimes  closed  their  eyelids  when  death  approached  to  give 
release  to  suflTering  pains  and  mortal  woe.     When  ^the  wounded, 
sick,  disabled  soldiers  were  conveyed  to  the  hospital,  the  dele- 
gate of  the  Christian  Commission  appeared ;  was  the  first  man 
to  speak  words  of  comfort,  and  ofiFer  a  prayer  to  the  Great  Physi- 
cian to  give  the  needed  aid ;  became  the  balm  of  Gilead,  and 
would  not  leave  the  man  before  presenting  him  with  a  copy  of 
the  Holy  Scriptures,  a  hymn-book,  tract,  book,  or  paper,  to  fasten 
deep  the  truth  of  which  he  now  stood  so  much  in  need.     Upon 
each  succeeding  day  the  delegate  would  be  on  hand,  dispensing 
social,  spiritual  converse  to  all  within  his  reach.     Was  reading 
matter  wanted?  it  was  bestowed.     Pens,  ink,  paper,  envelopes, 
stamps  ?  they  were  given.     Superscription  upon  letters  ?  it  was 
done.     Or  needles,  thread,  buttons,  sewing-materials  desired? 
the  all-suflBcient  housewife,  or  comfort-bag,  was  presented,  with 
its  80  admirably  supplied  contents,  containing  even  a  pretty  note 
from  the  still  prettier  donor,  with  her  prayers  and  address, 
making  a  bridge  of  communication  'twixt  Dixie's  land  and  our 
ever-faithful,  all-glorious  Uncle  Sam's  domain.     Did  some  one 
long  for  a  taste  of  the  good  things  prepared  by  dainty  hands  at 
home,  by  consent  of  the  surgeon,  the   Christian  Commission 
brought  forth  many  a  can  of  fruit,  of  jelly,  of  oysters,  and 
other   luxuries,  as  likewise  articles  of  clothing,  all  liberally 
bestowed,  to  fit  for  duty  at  the  front,  and  facilitate  a  speedy 
convalescence  for  return  to  duty  at  the  post  of  honor,  peril,  and 
great  purposes.     Again,  a  battle  had  occurred.     Whole  squads 
of  wounded  came  crowding  into  the  hospitals.     Lint,  bandages, 
muslins,  rags,  flannel,  &c.,  were  required.     The  Christian  Com- 
mission at  once  supplied  the  requisition.     I  know  of  no  case  when 
a  soldier  actually  needed  any  article  in  store  of  the  Christian 
Commission  where  it  was  not  cheerfully  presented  to  the  extent 
of  their  means  on  hand.     In  view  of  all  these  facts,  I  can  most 
cordially  certify  that  the  articles  sent  to  the  agency  of  the 
Christian  Commission  here,  at  Kashville,  have  been  judiciously 
distributed.     They  have  reached  the  wounded,  sick,  and  disabled 
soldiers,  for  whom  they  were  intended,  both  in  field  and  hospitaL 
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They  were  received  with  grateful  hearts,  condnced  much  to  their 
good,  and  doubtless  every  object  had  in  view  by  the  donors  of 
the  money,  books,  fruits,  clothing,  and  all  other  articles  pre- 
sented to  the  Christian  Commission,  have  been  fully  accomplished. 
Great  good  has  been  done  by  every  donation,  and  no  evil  could 
result  therefrom  to  the  soldier,  the  only  regret  being  that  the 
supply  was  not  equal  to  the  demand.  Among  the  agencies  de- 
signed for  the  comfort,  well-being,  and  best  interests  of  the  sol- 
diers of  the  United  States  army,  none  are  held  in  higher  esteem, 
nor  deserve  profounder  gratitude,  than  the  truly  patriotic,  heaven- 
blest  Christian  Commission,  with  its  noble  corps  of  intelligent, 
gentlemanly,  pious,  disinterested,  and  self-sacrificing  agents,  dele- 
gates, and  contributors. 

May  heaven's  richest  blessing  crown  all  concerned  with  an 
everlasting  and  eternal  weight  of  glory.  May  seraphs,  minister- 
ing angels  round  the  throne  of  God  on  high,  leave  their  majestic 
seats,  and  blend  their  hallowed  efforts  to  further  on  the  work  of 
the  Christian  Commission. 

George  W.  Shtdbt, 

General  HospiUl  United  States  Army  No.  19. 


Narbtillb,  September  17,  1863. 

Messrs.  Editors  :  I  have  for  the  pa«t  few  weeks  felt  a  strong 
desire  to  give  expression  of  my  gratitude  to  the  delegates  of  the 
Christian  Commission  for  their  labors  in  behalf  of  my  brother 
soldiers  and  myself,  and  thought  perhaps  you  would  give  my 
short  letter  a  place  in  your  columns.  They  are  doing  a  great 
amount  of  good  in  distributing  books,  tracts,  and  papers,  and  by 
conversing  with  the  soldiers  upon  the  all-important  subject  of 
religion. 

I  have  been  in  the  service  long  enough  to  know  that  the 
roughest  soldier  always  rejoices  when  he  sees  a  servant  of  God 
approaching,  either  for  the  purpose  of  distributing  reading  mat- 
ter, or  to  speak  and  pray. 

Our  friends  at  home  can  hardly  realize  what  a  comfort  it  is 
to  us,  when  called  to  lie  upon  a  sick  bed,  to  be  permitted  to  con- 
verse with  these  men  of  God.     We  certainly  need  their  aid  when 


WORK  IN  THB  ARMY  OF  THB  CUMBBRLAND.  119 

well  to  assist  us  in  overcoming  temptations  with  which  the  path 
of  the  soldier  is  beset. 

Could  parents  see  their  children  as  they  are  in  the  army,  and 
think  how  they  are  hardened  in  sin,  they  would  say  with  me, 
**  Let  us  have  the  number  of  oiur  delegates  increased."  If  there 
is  any  place  where  religious  men  can  do  good,  it  is  in  the  army. 
As  it  was  only  my  desire  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Christian 
Commission  through  your  paper,  I  draw  my  letter  to  a  close. 

D.  S.  Smith, 

A  oonvalo^ent,  Qeneral  Uospital  No.  19. 


This  notice  of  the  estimation  in  which  the  work  of  the  Chris- 
tian Commission  in  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  is  held,  would 
be  quite  defective  if  there  should  not  be  added  to  the  various 
expressions  of  it,  from  the  rank  and  file  of  the  army,  something 
to  illustrate  the  appreciation  of  it  by  the  people  at  home  who 
have  sons,  brothers,  husbands  and  fathers  in  the  army.  For 
this,  however,  one  letter  must  suffice. 


Dbtroit,  September  30tb,  1863. 

Gboroe  H.  Stuart,  Esq. 

Dear  Sir:  Having,  with  great  thankfulness  to  God,  heard 
by  telegraph  that  my  youngest  son.  Adjutant  H.  M.  Duffield, 
is  not  wounded,  and  quite  well  at  Chattanooga,  I  send  you 
twenty  dollars,  as  a  thankoffering  from  a  mother  for  the  preser- 
vation of  her  son  at  the  battle  of  Chickamauga.  I  should  like 
the  money  appropriated  where  the  most  Michigan  regiments  are, 
but  still  I  do  not  dictate.  All  souls  are  precious,  and  you  can 
use  it  as  you  think  best.  May  the  blessing  of  our  Father  in 
heaven  go  with  it! 

I  think  of  the  Christian  Commission  and  the  Sanitary  Com- 
mission as  twin  brothers  going  forward  to  their  glorious  work. 
Oh !  my  fi;iend,  what  a  field  is  open  to  Christians  now,  and  how 
ought  they  to  improve  it  in  trying  to  rescue  those  who  are  "led 
<;^ptive  by  the  Devil  at  his  will."  God  bless  you  and  the  dear, 
precious  Christian  Commission !  Surely  the  blessing  of  those 
who  are  ready  to  perish  will  rest  upon  you.  Ah !  little  do  you 
know  how  much  comfort  you  give  to  anxious  mothers  when  they 
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hear  of  your  locations.  "  My  boy  is  there,"  is  her  thought,  and 
then  she  bows  the  knee  and  prays,  that  your  labors  may  be 
blessed  to  him  and  others. 

Surely  it  is  like  going  out  into  the  highways  and  hedges, 
when  you  look  after  the  spiritual  wants  of  soldiers.  You  en- 
courage Christian  soldiers,  while  you  awaken  the  impenitent. 
Oh!  how  noble  to  be  near  the  sick  bed  and  cheer  him  with  your 
blessed  words, 

**  When  the  groan  his  faint  heart  giveth, 
Seems  the  last  sigh  of  despair." 

Oh !  how  I  have  wept  and  prayed  for  our  beloved*  country. 
Two  sons — one  a  Colonel,  and  the  youngest,  the  Adjutant, — I 
gave.  The  Colonel  is  wounded  so  that  he  cannot  go  back  to 
the  army,  and  the  dear  young  Adjutant  has  been  in  this  battle. 
But  I  put  him  under  the  shadow  of  God's  wing,  and  he  has  kept 
him  safe.     I  am  anxious,  but  still  I  say. 

If  new  sorrow  should  befall, 
If  my  noble  boy  should  fall, 
If  the  bright  head  I  have  blest, 
On  the  cold  earth  finds  its  rest, 
Still  with  all  the  mother's  heart 
Torn  and  quivering  with  the  smart, 
I  yield  him,  'neath  thy  chastening  rod, 
To  my  country  and  my  God 

Tou  will  never  know  the  good  you  have  done  till  "  God  shall 
wipe  away  all  tears  from  your  eyes,"  and  you  see  how  many 
gems  shall  sparkle  in  your  crown,  which  have  been  gathered 
from  our  army. 

How  much  good  your  Commission  has  done !  Otod  bless  you 
all !     In  haste, 

Your  sister  in  Christ, 

Isabella  G.  Duffield. 


WORK  IN  THE  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  OHIO. 


Welcomb  could  not  be  more  cheering  and  hearty  than  that 
given  by  the  commander  in  the  Department  of  the  Ohio  to  the 
Christian  Commission,  when,  in  pursuance  of  the  plan  of  perma- 
nent field  organization,  the  agent  and  delegates  presented  them- 
selves at  his  headquarters  in  the  Queen  City.  They  were  made 
free  to  every  camp,  hospital,  post,  and  guard-station  in  his  de- 
partment, and  all  respect,  and  every  facility  commanded  for  them 
by  the  kinde.st  of  special  orders. 

The  Army  of  the  Ohio  had  before  it  the  desultory  and  diflScult 
task  of  clearing  Kentucky  of  guerillas  before  it  could  wisely 
concentrate  and  advance  to  the  deliverance  of.  East  Tennessee, 
and  most  thoroughly  and  energetically  was  it  addressed  to  this 
perplexing  warfare. 

Meanwhile,  its  necessary  separation  into  small  detachments, 
and  its  many  movements  in  pursuit  of  marauding  parties,  was 
not  the  most  favorable  combination  of  circumstances  for  the 
delegate  work  of  the  Christian  Commission. 

Great  armies  concentrated,  and  at  rest,  in  preparation  for 
future  campaigning,  present  opportunities  the  most  inviting  and 
inspiring  of  any  ever  offered  on  earth  for  the  effective  preaching 
of  the  Gospel,  with  a  view  to  immediate  results.  0  what  a  glo- 
rious field  for  a  Whitefield,  a  Paul,  or  a  John  the  Baptist,  the 
Army  of  the  Cumberland,  or  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  in  winter 
quarters !  Great  battle-fields,  while  the  conflict  still  rages,  and 
men  are  falling  by  hundreds,  and  after  the  thunder  of  the  battle 
is  hushed,  and  its  clouds  lifted  up,  revealing  the  mangled  heroes 
in  their  gore,  call  in  a  voice  louder  than  the  roar  of  artillery 
upon  the  Good  Samaritan  to  stanch  ebbing  life,  bind  up  ghastly 
wounds,  receive  last  messages  and  tokens  to  loved  ones  at  home^ 
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and  breathe  comfort  and  hope  through  Christ  into  the  spirit 
departing. 

Neither  the  one  or  the  other  of  these  conditions,  however,  at 
the  moment  awaited  the  delegates  in  the  Department  of  the  Ohio. 
Yet  great  central  military  depots,  with  their  vast  permanent 
camps,  barracks,  and  hospitals,  are  second  only  to  concentrated 
armies  at  rest  in  the  opportunities  they  offer  to  the  evangelist, 
and  second  only  to  battle-fields  in  the  urgency  of  their  calls  upon 
the  Good  Samaritan,  and  these  did  await  and  invite'the  delegates. 

Such  a  depot  was  Gamp  Nelson,  near  Lexington,  Kentucky. 
Strong  by  nature,  it  was  also  strongly  fortified  as  a  post.  The 
soldiers  manning  the  works  were,  of  course,  numerous.  There 
were  two  hospitals  filled  with  the  wounded  and  sick,  and  a  great 
many  Government  employes,  teamsters  included.  The  change- 
ful population  was  in  numbers  unchangeably  in  excess  of  five 
thousand.  Frequently,  and  for  considerable  periods,  it  may  have 
been  four  or  five  times  as  many,  as,  for  example,  while  the  Ninth 
Army  Corps  was  quartered  there. 

The  delegates  who  were  stationed  here  were  in  some  respects 
quite  remarkable.  One  of  them,  a  pastor  of  twenty-five  years* 
standing,  had  given  himself  to  the  work  for  the  war.  His  salary 
as  a  pastor  he  relinquished  to  one  who  supplied  his  pulpit  for 
him.  His  family  at  home — one  son  excepted,  who  was  in  the 
army — was  supported  by  the  voluntary  contributions  of  one  man, 
not  to  or  through  the  Commission,  but  directly  to  the  family. 
The  Commission,  indeed,  knew  nothing  of  this  arrangement,  or 
of  the  purpose  of  the  delegate  to  go,  until  he  presented  himself, 
with  every  commendation  and  preparation,  all  ready  to  start, 
and  no  plan  of  return,  the  bridges  all  burnt  behind  him. 

At  Louisville,  on  their  way  to  Camp  Nelson,  amongst 
other  encouraging  circumstances,  inspiring  them  with  hope  of 
great  good  from  their  work,  they  met  in  the  hospital  a  soldier 
of  the  40th  Indiana  Regiment,  who  gave  them  an  account  of 
the  remarkable  results  of  a  single  suggestion  made  by  one  of  the 
delegates  of  the  Commission.  The  40th  was  stationed  for  seve- 
ral weeks  at  Huntsville,  Alabama.  In  accordance  with  the 
urgent  suggestion  of  a  delegate,  seven  men  of  Co.  A  determined 
to  have  a  regimental  prayer-meeting.  They  gave  notice  that, 
on  a  certain  evening,  under  a  certain  tree,  such  a  meeting  would 
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be  held,  to  which  all  were  cordially  invited.  Five  weeks  the 
seven  alone  met ;  yet  they  always  did  meet.  Then  one  and  an- 
other began  to  drop  in.  Soon  the  whole  regiment,  officers  and 
men,  gathered  to  the  meeting.  The  tree  was  abandoned  as  the 
place,  and  a  deserted  charch  secured  in  the  town.  Then  another 
regiment,  then  another,  joined  in  the  meeting,  until  its  number 
was  swelled  to  more  than  three  thousand ;  and  the  best  of  all 
was,  that  besides  all  the  good  done  in  other  regiments,  their 
own  was  entirely  changed,  nearly  all  hopefully  converted  to 
God. 

Such  was-  the  soldier's  story  to  the  delegates,  and  of  course 
they  went  forward  to  Gamp  Nelson  with  hearts  beating  high 
with  hopeful  purpose. 

In  the  hospitals  they  met  disease  in  its  worst  forms,  in  some 
eases,  but  did  not  shrink  from  it.  In  the  encampment  of  team- 
sters and  elsewhere,  vice  was  encountered  in  fulness  of  freedom 
from  all  religious  restraints,  but  they  were  not  repelled.  Every- 
where they  found  amongst  the  thousands  peopling  this  grand 
military  centre,  no  other  public  notice  of  God  than  that  of  the 
profanation  of  his  glorious  name.  They,  however,  set  up  their 
banners,  and  opened  out  their  roll  for  the  names  of  recruits. 

Their  banners  and  their  roll  were  honored  of  both  God  and 
the  soldiers. 

Of  .course  a  world  of  work  awaited  them  for  the  bodily  com- 

'  fort  and  relief  of  the  men  in  the  camp ;  in  all  of  which  they 

were  hailed  as  messengers  from  home,  and  welcomed  as  brothers 

and  fathers,  sent  with  cheer  of  the  heart  and  cheer  of  the  hand. 

O  who  can  tell,  except  those  who  have  felt  it  or  seen  it,  how 
much  there  is  in  the  simplest  gift  from  home,  given  with  home 
words  of  kindness,  to  the  long-absent  soldier!  A  gift  so  small, 
for  example,  as  a  "comfort-bag."  As  he  takes  it  up  in  his 
hand,  turns  it  around,  opens  it,  examines  its  contents,  0  how  his 
face  reveals  what  is  passing  in  his  heart !  The  buttons,  thread, 
needles  and  pins,  the  scissors  and  comb,  everything,  in  short,  in 
it,  and  most  of  all  the  kind,  sisterly  note,  warm  from  the  heart 
of  purity  and  prayer,  bathed  with  influence  from  home  and  from 
heaven,  give  it  a  power  to  move  him,  and  soften  and  open  his 
heart,  scarcely  conceivable  of  a  thing  so  small  1 
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Greatly  they  and  the  soldiers  rejoiced  in  all  that  was  done  for 
the  wounded  and  sick. 

All  this,  here,  as  it  does  elsewhere  and  everywhere,  opened 
the  way  for  the  Gospel,  and  here  it  was,  in  proclaiming  the  glad 
tidings,  by  the  cotside,  in  the  tents,  hospitals  and  camps,  that 
the  delegates  found  their  most  arduous,  abundant  and  joyous 
work.  One  of  them  alone  records  seventy-three  meetings  in  two 
months,  besides  all  the  personal  conversations  and  interviews 
with  groups  here  and  there,  and  the  distribution  of  thousands 
of  Testaments,  books,  papers  and  tracts,  as  his  portion  of  the 
work  in  Gamp  Nelson,  and  this  may  be  taken  as  a  fair  illustra- 
tion, not  in  excess,  of  all  others. 

Many  pages  of  incidents  might  be  given,  showing  by  speci- 
mens the  warm  welcome,  the  eager  interest  manifested,  and  the 
vast  good  they  accomplished,  under  the  blessing  of  God;  but 
these  must  be  left  untold,  and  the  results  also,  until  they  shall 
all  be  unfolded  in  the  fulness  of  the  train  of  blessed  things,  sure 
to  follow  them  in  the  army  and  amongst  the  people  at  home,  and 
sure  to  be  gathered  in  the  garner  above. 

At  Glasgow,  Kentucky, 

A  station  was  established,  and  a  work  not  unlike  that  at 
Camp  Nelson  was  done  by  another  band  of  delegates. 

Camp  Denison,  Ohio. 

This  is  one  of  the  great  board  barrack  establishments  called 
into  existence  by  the  war.  It  is  situated  a  few  miles  only  from 
Cincinnati,  near  the  railway,  towards  the  State  capital.  It  has 
comfortable  winter  accommodations  for  twenty  thousand  sol- 
diers, or  more,  and  has  been  at  times  overfilled.  At  other  times 
it  has  been  used  as  a  camp  for  convalescents,  and  a  hospital  for 
the  wounded  and  sick.  The  hospital  had  seventy-one  wards, 
and  the  inmates  numbered  sixteen  hundred,  perhaps. 

Imagine,  then,  long  rows  of  one-story  board  barracks  stretch- 
ing along  say  half  a  mile,  parallel  to  the  railway,  with  a  broad 
space,  a  splendid  parade-ground,  intervening ;  an  extempore  one- 
story  pine  city,  regularly  laid  out,  neatly  whitewashed,  with 
flower-beds  fronting  each  barrack,  streets  paved,  and  all  its 
municipal  arrangements  in  military  perfection. 
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The  chapel,  with  its  history,  services,  and  influence,  is  the 
feature  most  interesting,  perhaps,  of  all  in  Gamp  Denison,  in 
connection  with  the  work  of  the  Christian  Commission.  This, 
however,  belongs  rather  to  the  local  work  of  the  Cincinnati 
branch,  in  whose  report  it  will  be  found.  Yet,  in  passing,  it 
must  be  said  that  the. history  of  its  erection  illustrates  the  noble 
and  generous  character  of  the  gallant  commander  of  the  depart- 
ment even  more  than  the  zeal  and  devotion  of  the  Christian 
Commission.  Here,  besides  all  that  has  been  done  by  the  chair- 
man, secretary,  and  others  connected  with  the  Cincinnati  branch 
of  the  Commission,  delegates  have,  from  time  to  time,  found 
most  interesting  work. 


When  the  army  of  the  department  was  consolidated,  and 
pushed  forward  to  Cumberland  Gap,  with  the  indomitable  pur- 
pose of  delivering  East  Tennessee,  and  planting  there  once 
again  the  old  flag  a*s  the  rallying  point  of  the  loyal,  and  the  pro- 
tection of  the  persecuted  and  oppressed,  a  field  agent  was  ap- 
pointed, and  every  arrangement  made  for  a  permanent,  separate 
organization  and  the  prosecution  of  the  work  upon  a  scale 
worthy  of  the  gallant  army  and  of  the  loyal,  suffering,  destitute 
East  Tennesseeans.  Of  course,  the  long  line  of  wagon  trans- 
portation from  Lexington,  Kentucky,  to  Knoxville,  Tennessee, 
over  the  lofty,  intervening  Cumberland  Mountains,  could  not 
but  embarrass  and  retard  the  work.  Nevertheless,  with  a  spirit 
as  indomitable  as  that  of  the  army  and  its  commander,  the  field 
agent  pushed  on,  and  pushed  forward  the  supplies  for  his  work, 
until,  reaching  Knoxville,  he  established  the  headquarters  of  his 
field  within  hail  of  the  headquarters  of  the  army,  unfurled  the 
banner  of  the  Commission  under  the  folds  of  the  national  flag, 
opened  a  station  with  all  its  appliances  for  bodily  relief  and 
religious  benefit  to  the  soldiers,  and  set  earnestly  about  his 
work. 

Leaving  the  details  and  first  fruits  of  this  work  to  a  future 
report,  it  is  requisite  now  to  add  only  this,  that  the  field  agent 
has  been  joined  by  a  band  of  able  and  earnest  men,  who  love 
the  soldiers,  and  have  large  hearts  and  strong  hands  wherewithal 
to  do  them  good,  and  that  the  situation  is  rapidly  changing,  with 
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promise  of  an  open  railway  line  of  travel  and  transportation 
throngh  Nashville  and  Chattanooga. 

Whilst,  therefore,  there  is  ilauch,  very  much,  in  the  work  of 
the  year  now  closed  to  rejoice  the  heart,  the  prospect  opening 
before  the  Commission  for  the  year  upon  which  we  now  enter  is 
the  cheering  one  that  far  greater  work  and  far  greater  joy  awaits 
us ;  and  surely,  if  the  whole  earth  were  searched  over  for  the 
purpose,  not  another  body  of  men  could  be  found  in  the  world 
whose  relief  and  benefit  should  be  more  eagerly  or  joyously 
sought  than  the  newly  delivered,  newly  enlisted  soldiers  of  East 
Tennessee,  and  the  gallant  men  who  delivered  them. 

So  closes  the  year  in  the  Army  of  the  Ohio. 

It  commenced  under  embarrassments,  but  it  closes  with  an 
open  door.  God  grant  that  the  door  may  not  again  be  shut 
until  it  is  done  by  the  benign  hand  of  peace. 


The  following  special  order  from  the  distinguished  officer  until 
recently  in  command  of  the  department,  is  not  the  one  referred 
to  in  the  report ;  but  in  the  absence  of  that  may  serve  in  its 
place  to  illustrate  his  good-will  to  the  Commission. 

Special  Order  of  Major-Oeneral  Bumside. 

Headquarters  Drpartmbrt  of  the  Ohio, 

CiNCiMNATi,  Ohio,  August  14,  1863. 

Special  Orders  No.  310. 

The  delegates  of  the  Christian  Commission  will  be  passed 
through  all  the  hospitals  and  convalescent  camps  in  this  depart- 
ment, upon  passes  signed  by  A.  E.  Chamberlain,  President  of 
the  Commission. 

By  order  of  Major-General  Burnsidb. 

W.  P.  Anderson, 

Assistant  Adjutant-Geneiml. 

Pass ,  delegate  United  States  Christian  Commis- 
sion, in  accordance  with  above  order. 


President  Cinoinnati  Com.  IT.  S.  Christian  Commission. 


WOBK  IN  THE  ARMY  OF  THE  TENNESSEE. 


The  first  campaign  for  the  capture  of  Vicksburg  ended  in  the 
repulse  of  our  troops,  and  their  withdrawal  to  Milliken's  Bend, 
on  the  very  last  days  of  the  year  1862.  The  second  campaign 
was  crowned  with  perfect  and  glorious  success  on  the  4th  of  July, 
1863,  the  event  and  the  day  each  conferring  additional  lustre 
upon  the  other.  The  intervening  half  year  was  filled  up,  the 
first  four  months  in  various  movements  preparatory  to  the  final 
blow,  and  the  last  two  in  the  most  brilliant  campaign  of  the  war 
itself.  During  all  this  time,  the  army,  both  while  preparing  to 
strike  the  blow  which  should  reduce  the  stronghold  of  rebellion, 
break  the  blockade  of  the  great  artery  of  Western  commerce,  and 
sever  in  two  the  Confederacy,  and  while  fighting  the  preliminary 
battles,  and  pressing  the  siege,  was  in  condition  most  favorable 
for  the  various  work  of  the  Christian  Commission. 

The  delegate  force  of  the  Commission  has  never  been  large 
in  this  army.  It  ought,  indeed,  to  be  greatly  increased.  The 
Western  branches,  however,  are  now  fully  alive  to  the  importance 
of  this,  and  well  able  to  do  it.  What  the  corps  of  delegates 
lacked  in  numbers,  however,  it  made  up  in  efficiency.  The  Peoria 
branch  of  the  Commission  sent,  besides  others,  its  own  chief 
officer,  the  President  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association, 
accompanied  by  an  able  minister  of  the  Gospel  of  that  city.  The 
St.  Louis  branch  sent  its  secretary,  who  became  so  deeply  en- 
listed in  the  field-work  as  to  abandon  the  secretaryship,  and 
remain  as  the  permanent  field  agent.  The  Cincinnati  branch 
despatched  also  its  first  secretary,  with  others,  full  of  Welsh  fire, 
better  for  its  purpose  than  the  Greek. 

They  all,  with  their  various  associates,  went  in  separate  par- 
ties, under  the  old  first  plan  for  the  delegate  work,  taking  with 
them  their  own  supplies  for  distribution,  and  each  company 
working  at  its  own  discretion  as  to  time  and  place,  without  any 
permanent  depots  of  supply  in  the  field  from  which  to  replenish 

(127) 


128  UNITED   STATES  CHRISTIAN   COMMISSION. 

their  stock,  or  any  permanent  agency  to  assign  them  to  places 
of  work,  or  prepare  the  way  for  them,  and  instruct  them  how  to 
proceed. 

All  the  way  down  to  the  "  Army  before  Vicksburg"  they  went, 
stopping  from  place  to  place  as  they  went,  to  visit  all  the  soldiers, 
well,  or  sick,  or  wounded,  and  do  what  they  could  in  relief  of 
physical  suffering,  in  cheering  them  for  duty,  and  in  winning 
them  to  Jesus.  Out  into  the  country  they  went,  wherever  within 
reach  there  were  forces  encamped ;  and  besides  their  public  ad- 
dresses, personal  conversations,  and  various  work  to  give  bodily 
relief,  they  distributed  everywhere  Testaments,  books,  papers, 
and  tracts,  until  the  large  supplies  taken  were  entirely  exhausted. 

Neither  phonographic  reporters  nor  photograph  artists  accom- 
panied them,  to  preserve  for  us  the  scenes  or  the  utterances  of 
their  eventful  journeyings.  If  it  had  been  so,  we  should  have 
had  a  rare  volume  of  delegate  work,  illustrated  by  strange  and 
wonderful  pictures  of  religious,  military,  river,  and  camp  life. 
They  journeyed  on  transports,  and  mingled  with  soldiers  and 
civilians  on  the  way.  Theirs  is  the  Christian  philosopher's  stone, 
which  turns  everything  it  touches  into  golden  opportunities.  To 
the  delegates  from  Cincinnati,  each  transport,  hospital,  camp, 
and  post  became  an  Areopagus  for  the  proclamation  of  an  un- 
known or  neglected  God,  not  forgetting  Jesus  and  the  resurrec- 
tion, with  the  earnest  eloquence  that  never  fails  to  impart  some- 
thing of  its  own  Welsh  fire  to  every  one  who  hears  it.  To  the 
delegates  from  Peoria  and  St.  Louis,  each  transport,  hospital, 
camp,  and  post  became  a  Fulton  Street  prayer-meeting,  both  for 
kindling  sacred  fire  in  the  hearts  of  others,  and  for  calling  it 
forth  to  make  it  spread  still  farther ;  and  to  each  and  to  all, 
every  soldier  and  every  man  they  met  was  a  man — a  mortal,  yet 
immortal  man — to  be  saved  or  lost  forever,  a  brother  beloved, 
for  whose  salvation  no  cost  could  be  too  dear,  no  effort  too  great. 

Thus  have  the  Western  branches  of  the  Commission  followed 
the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  through  all  its  marchings,  campaigns, 
and  battles  in  the  Mississippi  Valley.  From  the  battle-field  of 
Shiloh,  or  Pittsburg  Landing,  to  the  surrender  of  Vicksburg,  its 
delegates  have  been  on  every  field,  participating  in  all  the  dan- 
gers, and  sharing  many  of  the  hardships  of  the  army,  all  the 
time  sowing  broadcast  the  word  of  life,  and  pointing  the  vigorous, 
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as  well  as  the  sick,  the  wounded,  and  dying,  to  the  blessed  Sa- 
viour, while  they  have  distributed  thousands  upon  thousands  of 
Testaments,  suitable  books,  tracts,  and  papers  to  the  soldiers. 
Many  of  these  delegates  stood  at  their  posts  until,  weary  and 
exhausted,  they  sank  down  stricken  by  disease ;  and  some  have 
already  entered  on  the  enjoyment  of  their  reward. 

The  amount  of  good  that  has  been  accomplished  is  only  fully 
known  by  the  souls  who  have  experienced  it,  and  by  Him,  with- 
out whose  knowledge  not  a  sparrow  falls  to  the  ground.  When 
the  great  day  of  reckoning  coipes,  no  doubt  among  the  vast  host 
who  shall  shine  as  the  stars  forever  and  ever,  having  turned 
many  to  righteousness,  will  be  found  those  who  labored  so 
earnestly  in  this  part  of  the  Master's  vineyard. 

In  June,  the  field  agent  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  was 
detached  and  sent  down  to  the  Army  before  Vicksburg  to 
organize  there  upon  the  plan  of  permanent  local  and  field 
agencies,  and  although  over-fatigue  in  an  unfriendly  climate 
threatened  him  with  utter  prostration,  and  obliged  his  return 
before  the  object  of  his  visit  was  fully  accomplished,  the  way  was 
all  prepared,  and  about  the  time  the  national  army  entered 
Vicksburg  in  triumph,  an  agent  was  there,  a  church  was  pro- 
cured, and  a  station  opened,  with  all  its  appliances  of  library,, 
reading-room,  writing-table,  and  supplies  for  distribution,  and 
arrangements  for  delegate  work. 

In  July,  the  former  secretary  of  the  St.  Louis  branch  was 
appointed  field  agent  of  the  Department  of  the  Tennessee,  and 
immediately  established  his  headquarters  at  Memphis,  procured 
a  spacious  store-room  in  the  Gayoso  Block,  and  opened  there  a 
central  depot. 

These  two  stations,  Memphis  and  Vicksburg,  have  been  the 
principal  centres  of  distribution  and  of  delegate  work  for  the 
department. 

At  Little  Rock,  more  recently,  a  third  station  has  been  opened, 
as  a  centre  for  the  work  in  Arkansas. 

The  following  addresses,  delivered  by  the  field  agent  and 
Colonel  R.  M.  Moore,  of  the  117th  Illinois  Regiment,  though  re- 
lating exclusively  to  Memphis,  will  convey  a  comprehensive  and 
vivid  idea  of  the  work  at  each  of  its  centres. 
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There  is  one  fact  alluded  to  in  these  addresses  that  shonld  be 
explained.  It  is  that  of  the  solution  of  the  diflSculty  of  obtain- 
ing or  rather  of  retaining  the  commodious  wareroom  occupied 
by  the  Commission  in  Memphis. 

This  wareroom  belonged  to  one  who  perhaps  was  away  from 
Memphis  at  the  time  the  city  was  surrendered.  It  was  taken 
by  the  authorities,  and  given  to  the  Commission  for  use.  The 
owner,  however — if  absent — returned,  took  the  oath  of  allegiance, 
reclaimed  his  property,  and  demanded  a  rent  of  fifty  dollars  or 
more  a  month.  The  agent  was  at  his  wit's  end.  He  first  laid 
his  case  before  God,  then  took  it  to  General  Hurlbut. 

The  trouble  the  agent  had  in  trying  to  find  another  suitable 
room  he  himself  has  given  in  his  address,  and  the  noble  and 
generous  solution  of  the  difficulty  by  General  Hurlljut,  who  him- 
self pledged  and  regularly  pays  the  rent,  is  given  by  Colonel 
Moore. 

ADDRESS  AND  REPORT  OF  MR.  K.  A.  BURVELL. 

Six  months  ago  this  day,  in  Christ's  name  and  that  of  the 
Christian  Commission,  we  took  possession  of  these  rooms.  It 
was  the  third  day  of  diligent  effort,  in  seeking  a  home  for  an 
enterprise  that  we  believed  would  be  a  blessing  to  the  soldiers, 
to  the  city,  and  exert  a  wide  and  widening  reflex  home  influence. 
On  turning  the  key  upon  a  room  as  uninviting  and  filthy  as 
could  be  well  imagined,  the  first  thing  was  to  kneel  down  and 
consecrate  it,  and  all  that  was  to  grow  out  of  it,  to  God.  The 
individual  prayer  was  the  inauguration  of  the  daily  prayer- 
meeting,  which  we  are  devoutly  grateful  to  God  to  say  has  been 
continued  every  day  since,  and,  by  divine  grace,  will  be  while 
we  have  any  connection  with  or  influence  over  this  instrumen- 
tality of  honoring  God.  On  this  half-yearly  anniversary,  it  is 
due  to  you,  to  the  Commission  and  the  friends  at  home,  that 
we  detail  somewhat  of  the  wonderful  dealing  of  God  in  leading 
us  so  faithfully,  so  tenderly,  and  in  Him,  through  Him,  and  to 
Him  shall  be  all  the  glory.  The  condition  of  the  rooms  was 
such  that  it  was  ten  days  before  we  had  the  shelves,  counters, 
and  all  complete,  although  the  second  day  we  had  boxes  opened, 
and  our  work  of  supplying  the  soldiers  with  "leaves  for  the 
healing  of  the  nations"  went  on  from  that  time.     An  inci- 
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dent  of  one  day  of  the  prayer-meeting  with  two  colored  white- 
washers  will  illustrate.  One  of  them  had  told  me  that  he  loved 
God,  and  I  was  waiting  for  the  heart's  condition  of  the  second 
to  appear,  when  I  said  to  them,  "We  have  a  daily  prayer-meet- 
ing, and  wish  yon  to  unite."  The  second  brother  said,  "I  dun 
know  much  bout  dat  ar ;  but  I  likes  to  be  wid  um  who  does  pray." 
The  simple  and  hearty  union  with  us,  who  had  made  an  agree- 
ment with  Israel's  God  to  main  tail)  a  daily  service,  was  truly 
mosi  touching,  most  gratifying.  The  diflScull'os  that  we  have 
met  in  the  progress  of  this  meeting  have  been  neither  few  nor 
small;  but  an  always-faithful  Master  has  enabled  us  to  meet 
them, — yes,  and  overcome  them  in  a  way  that  makes  us  very 
grateful  to  Him.  Our  very  distinct  impressions  are,  that  the 
difficulties  in  sustaining  a  daily  service  are  seldom,  if  ever,  larger 
than  in  this  instance.  Hoping  that  it  may  be  suggestive,  and 
so  the  dear  Saviour's  name  honored,  we  must  dwell  briefly  upon 
this  point. 

The  sustaining  of  the  daily  service  was  9,  fixed  fact  in  the  out- 
set— a  determination.  The  announcement  was  distinctly  and 
clearly  made,  and  oft  and  oft  again  repeated,  publicly  and  pri- 
vately, that  thirty  minutes  each  afternoon  would  be  devoted  to 
prayer.  Our  sign  was  hung  across  the  street,  and  every  passer- 
by understood  it.  The  modest  little  finger-board  at  the  door, 
with  its  index  hand  pointing  to  the  rear,  said,  "Daily  Prayer- 
meeting,  4  P.  M.  For  thirty  minutes  we  stop  to  commune  with 
God."  One  poor  sinner,  whom  Jesus  loves,  said  to  one  of  our 
workers,  "  When  I  read  that  little  finger-board,  '  For  thirty 
minutes  we  stop  to  commune  with  God,'  I  said  to  myself,  ^I 
wonder  how  they  do  it?'  "  Hundreds  have  had  similar  feelings 
awakened  in  their  souls  by  the  reading  of  our  signs,  and  a  bound- 
less future  will  only  reveal  the  amount  of  good  done  even  by 
this  little  instrumentality.  The  effect  of  the  statement  that 
there  would  be  no  failure,  under  any  circumstances,  has  been  so 
unmistakable,  and  was  so  before  many  weeks  had  passed,  that 
we  take  a  real  joy  in  thanking  God  and  taking  courage.  One 
soldier  said,  "  It  does  us  a  positive  good  in  camp  to  know  that 
there  is  one  place  where  every  day  we  can  meet  with  those  who 
feel  the  importance  of  daily  worship."  One  thanked  God  in  the 
prayer-meeting  that  they  could  come  away  from  the  unhappy 
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atmosphere  of  the  camp  and  barracks,  and  mingle  in  this  atmo- 
sphere of  worship  and  heaven.  One,  in  brief  remarks,  has 
recently  said,  "  I  was  so  instructed  yesterday  on  going  from 
these  rooms  to  our  barracks.  I  went  away  with  '  my  peace  like 
a  river;  yea,  it  passed  all  understanding.'" 

The  brother  gave  a  vivid  look  to  the  contrast  between  the 
aims  and  surroundings  of  this  room  and  the  condition  of  their 
camps. 

We  have,  in  repeated  instances,  and  for  successive  days, 
had  mechanical  operations  going  forward,  as  you  all  know,  in 
the  way  of  a  partition,  shelves,  &c. ;  but  in  no  instance  has 
the  daily  service  been  omitted.  This  union  of  working  and 
praying  has  been  always  suggestive,  instructive,  and  pleasing. 
Last  Saturday,  between  eight  A.  M.  and  five  P.  M.,  with  the 
glad  assistance  of  a  half  dozen  or  more  interested  soldiers,  we 
made  seats  to  accommodate  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  more 
in  the  rooms.  Fifteen  dollars  was  saved  to  Christ  and  the 
Commission,  and  the  interest  of  the  soldiers  injtensified.  The 
happiness  of  the  short  remarks  and  the  pleadings  with  God  for 
special  objects,  is  daily  exemplified.  The  requests  in  writing 
laid  upon  the  table,  are  often  beautiful  in  their  mechanical  exe- 
cution, touching  in  their  Christian  heartiness,  and  comprehen- 
sive in  word  and  meaning.  The  singing-school  in  the  morning 
addsmuch  to  the  interest.  The  frequent  extemporized  seasons 
of  singing  remind  us  of  the  seasons  of  family  song  at  home. 
No  one  questions  the  subduing  and  ennobling  influence  of  music 
in  all  the  home  relations.  Who,  then,  we  beg  to  be  informed, 
will  not  do  all  in  their  power  to  have  every  war-worn  soldier 
come  under  its  elevating  influence  ?  Our  Sabbath  service  is 
exerting  a  wide  influence.  Sometimes  over  two  hundred  gather 
to  pass  what  all  seem  to  regard  as  the  most  happy  hour  of  the 
week.  The  addresses  and  sermons  presented  on  the  Sabbath, 
we  have  aimed  to  make  practical  and  faithful, — such  themes 
as  Christian  usefulness,  personal  effort,  and  the  effort  for  the 
army.  Naturalness  in  religious  things  and  others  of  kindred 
character,  have  been  dwelt  upon.  I  do  not  remember  a  Sab- 
bath or  scarcely  a  week-day  service  in  which  some  one  has  not, 
and  often  several,  have  lingered  to  talk  personally  about  their 
condition  as  Christians  or  as  sinners.     A  volume,  and  not  small, 
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might  be  prepared  of  incidents  of  this  kind.  I  have  space  but 
for  one.  My  esteemed  co-laborerj  Rev.  F.  G.  Ensign,  and  self, 
left  the  rooms  at  the  close  of  an  evening  meeting.  It  was  beau- 
tifal  moonlight;  about  half  past  nine.  We  had  turned  the  first 
comer,  and  a  soldier  left  the  opposite  walk  and  stepped  into  the 
mod  of  the  street  as  though  it  was  unobserved.  Coming  up,  I 
recognized  by  the  hanging  head  a  hero  in  heart-conflict.  It  is 
not  being  under  fire ;  it  is  not  the  rain  of  shot  and  shell,  of 
canister  and  grape ;  not  the  bringing  to  bear  of  Parrotts  or 
Dahlgrens^ 

"For  it's  always  worse  to  think  of 
Than  to  hear  the  cannon  boom/* 

but  it  is  when  God,  by  the  enginery  of  his  Spirit,  says,  "  You 
want  my  guidance." 

"  I  see  you  are  in  trouble,  brother  soldier." 

"Yes,"  his  sobs  choking  his  utterance. 

"  What  can  I  do  for  you?"  said  I,  throwing  my  arm  over  his 
shoulder. 

His  reply  was  his  casting  his  arm  around  my  waist,  and  sob- 
bing like  a  child,  while  we  walked  a  half  block  by  the  pale  moon's 
light  in  silence,  save  the  deep  heart-sobs  of  the  Union  veteran. 

The  strong  throbbings  of  his  heart  moved  my  soul,  every  pulsa- 
tion of  which  I  felt,  as  though  there  was  no  need  of  my  own 
beating. 

"Tell  me,"  said  I,  "what  is  your  trouble?" 

In  broken  English  (he  is  German)  he  said : 

"I's  so  tempted,  brudder,  so  tempted  I  can't  stand  it." 

"What  is  your  temptation?  Tell  us.  You  know  we  love 
you." 

"  Yes,  dat  I  knows.  Dat's  why  I  waits  to  tell  you.  My  com- 
rade asks  me  to  go  theatre,  ask  me  drink,  ask  me  play  card,  ask 
me  go  de  way  of  her  who  steps  on  hell,  and  whose  house  be  dead. 
0  I  so  tempted,  brudders." 

Said  I,  "  Have  you  been  to  the  theatre  ?" 

"No,  but  my* comrade  go,  and  I  so  tempted." 

"Have  you  drank ?" 

"  Well,  de  General  (he  is  on  detached  duty  at  headquarters), 
treats  us  boys  with  wine,  and  I  takes  a  little  wid  the  rest." 

"  Had  you  not  better  refuse  ?" 
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"  I  know  dat  now.     Dis  meeting  to-night  settle  dat." 

We  stood  at  the  comer  of  the  street,  the  bright  moon  shining 
upon  us  three,  so  peacefully,  so  cheerfully.  The  German  bro- 
ther (he  evidently  is  a  Christian,  and  was  for  years  before  enter- 
ing the  service)  said,  "  0  dose  rooms,  dose  meetings,  dat  meeting 
to-night!"  In  silence  we  stood  by  the  lamp-post  at  the  street 
corner,  he  breaking  it  by  saying,  "  Dat  meeting  to-night  keeps 
me.     I  make  resolutions,  and  I  know  you  prays  for  me." 

We  took  oflf  our  hats,  and  then  and  there,  leaning  upon  each 
other's  shoulders,  we  looked  up  to  Him  who  waa  tempted  in  all 
points  like  as  we,  yet  without  sin.  The  season  was  precious, 
the  communions  intimate,  and  our  German  brother  enabled  to 
feel  that  He  who  was  tempted  in  all  points  like  as  we,  yet  with- 
out sin,  was  willing  to  succor  him.  My  brother  soldiers,  brother 
officers,  and  friends,  the  Brother  of  brothers  gave  me  of  tempta- 
tion's power  a  new  view,  and  a  deeper,  closer,  more  determined, 
and  constant  longing  after  equipment  and  qualifications  to  do 
the  Master's  work. 

We  must  say  a  word  to  you  about  the  close  personal  interviews 
that  we  try  to  make  common,  as  well  as  winning.  Within  a  few 
hours,  a  colonel,  youthful  (not  twenty-four),  pure-faced,  and  unas- 
suming, stood  quietly  reading  at  our  inclined  table.  His  modesty 
won  my  heart  at  once.  Ten  minutes  made  us  friends  for  all  of 
life.  He  told  me  that  he  was  not  a  Christian,  and  why  not,  with 
as  much  honesty  and  faithful  simplicity  as  one  of  my  motherless 
boys  would  tell  of  his  soul  working.  His  history,  how  interest- 
ing !  The  second  man  in  that  noble  State  of  Iowa  to  enlist,  and 
within  the  journeying  of  two  suns  after  the  Sumter  bombard- 
ment, he  entered  the  three  months'  service  as  a  private,  and 
was  soon  made  orderly  sergeant.  After  the  three  months  he 
recruited  a  company,  and  wore  two  bars.  In  May  last  the  gold 
leaf  was  donned,  in  September  the  silver,  and  he  has  acted  the 
spread  eagle  since.  Soon,  evidently,  it  will  be  so  formally.  He 
bears  His  honors  so  meekly.  To  love  such  a  man  is  natural.  I 
do  not  need  to  ask  how  men  feel  towards  such  a  commander. 
I  give  these  incidents  as  representative,  as  I  have  no  time  to 
enlarge. 

We  have  had  faith  for  years  in  woman's  work  and  mission, 
and  will  tell  you  that  we  are  trying  practically  to  illustrate  that 
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her  gentle  hand,  winning  way,  and  look  of  love  and  sisterly 
tenderness,  is  not  a  small  part  of  these  rooms'  attractions.  A 
yonthful  soldier  well  remarked,  a  few  days  since,  "I  caii  see 
how  men  can  leave  their  homes,  and  come  down  in  the  army, 
and  eat  hardtack,  and  sleep  on  the  ground;  but  when  culti- 
vated, Christian  women  leave  aged  parents  all  alone  for  our 
sakes,  I  think  it  time  that  we  mend  our  ways.'* 

I  now  hand  you  our  report  for  the  six  months ;  and  while  the 
summing  up  is  blessed,  it  is  really  but  a  small  part  of  what  has 
been  done. 

We  have  distributed  and  supplied  to  regiments  at  the  different 
posts,  the  Sixteenth  Army  Corps,  and  to  the  branch  office 
at  Little  Rock,  Arkansas,  98,910  papers,  28,524  Testaments, 
29,014  soldiers'  books,  132,489  pages  of  tracts,  2114  bound 
volumes,  and  7566  soldiers'  hymn-books.  We  have  held  at  the 
rooms  one  hundred  and  fifty-six  prayer-meetings  and  twenty- 
eight  preaching  services.  Out  of  the  rooms  we  have  held  about 
seventy  services,  preaching  and  prayer.  The  hospitals  in  the 
city  have  been  liberally  supplied  with  reading.  The  Washing- 
ton, Jackson,  Union,  Webster,  Overton,  and  Adams  hospitals 
were  furnished  with  libraries  of  choice  books  when  the  rooms 
were  first  opened.  Since  then  the  Gayoso  Hospital  has  been 
supplied  with  a  library  of  such  books  as  we  have  had.  The 
Irving  Block  has  been  liberally  supplied  with  Testaments  and 
papers,  and  grants  of  paper  have  frequently  been  made  to  those 
of  our  soldiers  so  unfortunate  as  to  be  found  in  that  prison. 
Our  rooms  have  been  visited — estimating  the  number  daily  at 
120,  which,  I  think,  it  will  average — by  18,400  soldiers.  The 
average  attendance  at  the  prayer-meetings  is  as  follows :  July, 
commencing  the  18th,  10;  August,  15;  September,  20;  Octo- 
ber, 25;  November,  12;  December,  28;  January,  to  this  date, 
60 ;  making  the  general  average  for  the  whole  time  25. 

While  this  number  may  appear  very  small,  it  must  be  remem- 
bered that  the  troops  have  been  moving.  Often  has  the  number 
increased  to  forty,  and  then  immediately  decreased  to  five.  The 
men  were  sent  away,  either  discharged  from  hospitals,  or  their 
regiments  ordered  to  move.  It  is  but  due  to  the  Commission, 
and  justice  to  my  excellent  co-laborer.  Rev.  F.  G.  Ensign,  that 
I  speak  of  my  own  absence  from  here  of  more  than  one-half  of 
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the  six  months,  in  work  elsewhere.  The  first  nine  weeks  were 
very  laborious.  From  July  16th  to  the  11th  of  September 
there  is  but  One  that  knows,  or  ever  will  know,  what  it  was. 
An  absence  of  three  or  four  weeks,  to  hold  a  series  of  Chris- 
tian Commission  meetings  in  Illinois,  was  deemed  best.  When, 
in  that  great  State,  the  groans  of  the  dying  from  Chattanooga 
I  called  so  loudly  that  the  Chicago  committee  thought  best  for 
•me  to  go  there  for  a  few  weeks — not  quite  six  weeks — as  dele- 
gate of  the  Commission,  under  the  direction  of  Rev.  E.  P. 
Smith,  field  agent  for  the  Department  of  the  Cumberland,  and 
with  such  reverend  Christian  gentlemen  as  co-laborers  as  Messrs. 
Hawes  of  Maine,  Butterfield  of  New  Hampshire,  and  High  of 
Massachusetts,  I  need  not  say  I  had  rich  experience.  Four 
weeks  were  profitably  expended,  on  returning,  in  holding  Chris- 
tian Commission  meetings,  in  introducing  daily  services  where 
not  formed,  and  aiding  and  assisting  in  those  already  work- 
ing nobly:  Four  days  and  a  Sabbath  were  passed  at  each,  Nash- 
ville, Louisville,  and  Indianapolis,  Thanksgiving  in  Chicago, 
three  days  and  a  Sabbath  in  Milwaukie,  a  Sabbath  and  six  ser- 
vices at  Madison,  Wisconsin,  two  Sabbaths  and  eight  days  in 
St.  Louis,  with  two  precious  meetings  on  the  Mary  E.  Forsyth, 
arriving  here  Christmas  day.  The  forty-one  days  at  Chatta- 
nooga gave  me  time  and  the  strength  to  hold  over  two  hundred 
and  forty  hospital,  ward,  tent,  squad,  and  other  meetings,  and 
write  three  hundred  and  eighty-eight  letters.  The  close,  hearty, 
personal  interviews,  that  are  really  the  central  idea  of  all  our 
work,  plan,  and  prayers,  are  numbered  only  by  Him  who  keeps 
faithful  record.  I  saw  enough  of  my  co-laborer  before  leaving, 
in  September,  to  feel  a  pleasant  satisfaction  in  intrusting  the  v 
work  to  him.  The  general  love  for  him  and  the  cause  is  but 
proof  that  I  was  not  mistaken.  .  Since  our  opening  we  have 
averaged  three  laborers ;  since  Christmas  we  have  had  seven. 
They  will  soon  be  again  reduced,  although  we  hope  to  average 
six  in  the  future.  All  will  be  glad  to  know  that  a  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association  has  been  formed  in  this  city,  under  favor- 
able auspices,  and  the  Christian  Commission,  with  the  largest 
heart,  opens  its  rooms  to  their  meetings,  and  will  do  anything 
and  everything  consistent  to  further  its  interests.  Do  I  need, 
on  this  delightful  anniversary,  to  invite  the  Christian  people  of 
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this  city  (one  might  almost  deem  it  important),  when  I  mention 
that  during  the  six  months  we  have  had  one  prayer  from  one 
citizen  of  this  city  of  thirty  odd  thousand  people.  Tou  will  now 
listen  to  Mr.  Ensign,  and  our  loved  brother  in  Christ,  Colonel 
B.  M.  Moore,  117th  Illinois,  who  knows  what  the  Commission  is 
and  has  done. 

ADDRESS  OF  COLOKEL  B.  M.  MOOBB,  OITI  HUNDBED  AND  SEYENTEBNTH  ILLINOIS 

Mt  dbar  friends — for  such  I  esteem  all  here  this  afternoon 
— it  is  a  pleasure  to  speak  of  so  noble  a  cause  as  the  Christian 
Commission,  and  my  only  regret  is  that  one  more  capable  of 
holding  it  up  in  its  true  light  before  you  had  not  been  selected 
for  this  occasion,  its  semi-annual  anniversary.  Six  months  ago 
to-day,  Mr.  Bumell  opened  this  room  and  hung  out  in  front  of 
the  door  there  that  modest  sign,  with  its  modest  but  earne  t  ap- 
peal, so  much  in  keeping  with  the  Gospel ;  and  the  Christian 
Commission  became  a  living  institution  here.  What  it  has  been 
since,  many  of  you  know  who  are  present  here  to-day,  and 
many  who  are  not  here.  To  you  and  to  them  it  has  been  a  sweet 
place  of  refuge  when  camp-weary  and  soul-hungry.  Not  soon 
will  it  be  forgotten  by  any  who  have  enjoyed  its  life-sweetening 
power.  As  you  go  hence  in  the  discharge  of  duty,  this  power 
will  go  with  you,  nor  will  it  forsake  you,  as  you  trudge  your 
weary  way  through  deep  mud  and  drenching  rain.  It  will  then 
be,  we  trust,  meat  to  make  you  cheerful  and  strong,  which  your 
ungodly  comrade  will  know  not  of.  Hard,  indeed,  is  the  sol- 
dier's lot,  and  much  he  needs  to  cheer  him.  One  left  a  flower- 
clad  cottage  far  away  to  the  North  on  a  beautiful  prairie,  or  in 
a  lovely  dale,  or  on  the  margin  of  a  silvery  lake,  nearly  three 
years  ago,  and  said  to  her  whom  his  heart  held  dearest,  keep  the 
altar  fires  of  our  little  family  aglow  while  I  go  and  defend  them. 
And  while  she  kept  vigils  at  that  lonely  home,  he  did  noble  bat- 
tle for  his  country  at  Donelson  or  Shiloh.  None  knew  of  his 
heart-throbs  as  he  lay  in  the  trenches  by  night,  and  thought  of 
her  whose  heart-throbs  were  equal  to  his.  And,  perhaps,  after 
many  months'  weary  watchings,  weepings,  and  longings,  his 
angel-one  went  up  to  watch  from  the  window  of  heaven ;  and, 
though  there  were  none  so  rude  as  to  chide  the  sorrowings  of 
the  bereaved  soldier,  yet,  as  he  felt  an  aching  void  within,  he 
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longed  for  a  sweeter  place  than  the  cheerless  camp,  and  more 
soothing  words  than  those  of  his  heedless  brother-soldiers.  Need 
I  tell  you  that  here,  or  in  a  place  like  this,  he  finds  that  sweeter 
place,  and  hears  those  words  of  sympathy  that  are  more  to  him 
than  the  balm  of  Gilead  to  his  bleeding  heart.  The  history  of 
this  one  is  the  history  of  many  thousands  since  this  cruel  war 
began.  The  history  of  another  is  that  of  the  tender  son  of  a 
tender  mother.  He,  like  his  fellow,  did  his  duty  nobly  on  the 
field  of  death ;  but  often  has  he  felt  a  longing  for  the  soothing 
words  of  his  tender  mother,  the  kind  couiisel  of  his  loving  father, 
and  the  healing  sympathy  of  a  gentle  sister.  How  cheering  to 
such  a  son  is  a  place  like  this !  There  are  more  than  twenty 
thousand  such  sons  in  our  armies  to-day.  Had  I  time,  I  might 
tell  you  of  others  like  these,  who  stood  firm  where  the  bravest 
might  falter,  but  felt  a  longing  for  some  one  to  come,  like  Good 
Samaritans,  when  the  carnage  ended,  to  assist  them  in  burying 
their  loved  comrades  and  caring  for  the  dying.  There  is  an- 
other class  of  young  men  who  have  obeyed  their  country's  call. 
It  is  that  class  that  was  careless  and  reckless  at  home ;  but 
hardships,  exposure,  and  the  scenes  of  death,  have  rendered 
them  more  thoughtful,  and  they  have  felt  that,  if  there  were 
those  with  them  to  take  them  by  the  hand  and  say,  "  Brother, 
won't  you  do  better  ?"  they  would  have  said  "  Yes  "  gladly. 

Well,  now,  for  just  such  as  these  was  the  Christian  Commis- 
sion inaugurated ;  just  for  these  it  has  sent  such  brothers  as 
these,  Messrs.  Bumell  and  Ensign,  and  such  sisters  as  these, 
Mrs.  Northrup  and  Misses  Burnell  and  Ingalls,  with  willing 
hands  to  work,  and  with  hearts  to  sympathize  with  you  all.  And 
this  is  but  a  branch  of  the  great  institution  which  the  noble 
people  at  home  have  launched,  as  so  many  life-boats,  to  save  the 
drowning.  You  may  not  know  with  what  patience,  labors, 
prayers,  and  anxiety  Mr.  Burnell  launched  this  one ;  but  I  do, 
and  I  trust  he  will  pardon  me  while  I  allude  to  it.  In  the  first 
place,  it  is  no  easy  task  to  procure  a  room  like  this  without  cost 
to  the  Commission,  which  is  worth  a  thousand  dollars  a  year  in 
a  place  where  rooms  are  so  scarce  and  rents  so  high.  Then, 
too,  there  are  many  in  authority  who  care  for  none  of  these 
things.  To  many  of  these  he  applied,  and  was  more  astonished 
at  the  little  sympathy  they  felt  in  the  cause  than  in  his  fail- 
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ore.  Bat  nothing  daunted,  he  continued  to  praj,  hope,  and 
work ;  and  such  was  his  zeal,  that  he  took  the  case  to  Major- 
O^ieral  Hurlbut,  and  so  favorable  was  the  impression  made  on 
his  mind,  that  he  said  Mr.  Bornell  should  have  this  room,  if 
he,  General  Hurlbut,  had  to  pay  the  rent  from  his  own  pocket. 
And  sure  enough,  in  a  few  days  a  draft  for  the  first  month's 
rent  was  furnished,  and,  more  than  that,  it  has  been  promptly 
famished  ever  since.  All  honor  to  General  Hurlbut  for  so  noble 
an  act.  The  nation  has  honored  him  for  his  valor  at  Shiloh  and 
his  deeds  of  heroism  on  the  Hatchie ;  but  this  act,  when  known, 
as  it  will  be,  will  be  remembered  like  the  widow's  mite. 

This  Christian  Commission  room  is  a  proud  monument  to  the 
nobleness  of  heart  of  our  Major-General  commanding.  The 
securing  the  room  was  not  all  the  labor  Mr.  Bumell  and  his 
worthy  colaborer,  Mr.  Ensign,  have  done.  Look  around  on 
these  benches,  tables,  and  shelves.  They  were  rough  boards 
when  they  secured  them ;  but,  with  aid  from  some  soldiers  and 
their  own  hands,  they  are  as  you  see  them.  All  this  has*been 
the  work  of  six  months,  while  the  daily  meetings  have  kept  up 
and  the  distribution  of  a  vast  amount  of  reading  matter  to  those 
soldiers  who  have  daily  thronged  this  room.  None  but  Him  who 
keeps  a  record  above  can  tell  the  good  that  has  already  been 
accomplished.  Then,  too,  think  of  the  whole  Christian  Com- 
mission, from  East  to  West,  with  its  ministering  servants  follow- 
ing our  armies  as  gleaners,  the  reapers,  to  bind  up  and  to  save. 
It,  as  well  as  the  Sanitary  Commission,  is  American.  They  do 
honor  to  the  hearts  of  our  people ;  and  when  the  nation  shall 
have  triumphed  over  treason,  as  it  will,  and  when  it  shall  have 
gathered  all  its  laurels,  they  will  be  the  brightest  of  them  all. 
The  banner  of  the  Christian  Commission  is  simply  the  banner 
of  our  country,  sanctified  to  God.  This  is  a  gift  from  that  loyal 
firm  in  St.  Louis,  Ticknor  &  Company.  Wherever  our  army 
has  gone  in  the  West,  it  has  established  a  branch  of  their  firm  and 
fiong  out  that  proud  banner.  Had  all  business  men  been  as  true 
to  their  colors  as  they  have  been,  we  had  had  no  war.  Some  of 
yoa,  my  fellow-soldiers,  have  followed  our  proud  emblem  to  vic- 
tory ;  I  have  not  yet  done  so,  but  hope  to.  I  would  ask  no 
prouder  meed  of  praise  than  to  have  it  said  of  me  that,  in  de- 
fending my  flag,  I  remembered  my  God.    And  this,  my  fellow- 
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aoldiers,  I  want  you  to  do.  Look  at  that  beautiful  banner,  and 
consider  its  sacred  emblems.  Let  your  love  to  God  and  your 
country  be  as  loyal  as  its  red ;  let  your  characters  be  as  pure  as 
its  white,  and  let  your  fidelity  be  as  true  as  its  blue,  and  let 
your  determination  to  put  down  the  rebellion  be  as  permanent 
as  its  stars.  While  defending  it,  we  should  ever  remember  such 
noble-hearted  friends  as  these.  Our  nation  should  honor  and 
remember  them.  But  I  assure  you,  though  the  nation  should 
forget  them,  there  is  One  who  will  not  forget  them  when  He 
comes  to  gather  up  earth's  jewels.  And  now,  as  I  do  not  wish 
to  occupy  more  of  your  time,  let  me  but  add :  Brothers,  sisters, 
go  on  ;  brother  soldiers,  never,  never  falter  in  your  duty  to  that 
sacred  flag,  and  never,  never  forget  God. 

Two  facts  remain  to  be  mentioned.  Thursday,  August  6th, 
was  designated  by  the  President  as  a  day  of  national  thanks- 
giving for  the  glorious  victories  which  so  wonderfully  signalized 
the  4th  of  July,  1863.  Poor  indeed  was  the  condition  of  the 
population  of  Memphis  to  add  anything  to  the  grand  ^loud  of 
incense  rising  from  the  glad  hearts  of  a  grateful  nation !  Never- 
theless thanksgiving  was  kept  in  Memphis.  The  rooms  of  the 
Commission  were  thrown  open.  The  ladies  prepared  a  sumptuous 
dinner.  A  table,  more  than  100  feet  long,  was  loaded  with  good 
things,  and  surrounded  by  loyal  guests.  Gen.  J.  D.  Webster 
presided.  When  ample  justice  had  been  done  to  the  good 
things  provided.  Gen.  Webster  was  called  out  by  a  toast.  Other 
toasts  and  speeches  followed  in  the  train,  and  thus  the  favor  of 
God  to  our  imperilled  country  was  not  left  without  glad  recog- 
nition even  in  Memphis. 

Later  in  August,  nearly  at  its  close,  the  hero  of  Vicksburg 
paid  a  visit  to  Memphis.  The  opportunity  was  seized  upon  to 
give  him  an  ovation.  At  the  dinner  given  him,  amongst  the 
regular  toasts  was  the  following : 

''The  United  States  Christian  Commission,  with  its  volunteer  labor  and  an- 
paid  agency.    We  recognize  it  as  strength  to  the  loyal  and  dismay  to  traitors." 

This  toast,  with  the  happy  response  of  Mr.  Bumell,  formed 
one  of  the  significant  features  of  that  festive  occasion,  as  well 
as  one  of  the  many  marks  of  the  high  appreciation  of  the  Ohria- 
tian  Commission  in  the  Army. 


WORK  AMONGST  THE  REBEL  PRISONERS  OF  FORT 
DELAWARE. 


Thb  general  principle  which  has  actuated  the  delegates  of  the 
Christian  Commission  on  the  battle-field  has  been  that  of  bind- 
ing np  the  wounds  of  the  fallen,  friend  and  foe  alike,  pouring  in 
the  oil  and  wine,  taking  them  up  and  placing  them  in  comfortable 
quarters,  at  whatever  cost  of  labor,  supplies,  or  money.  This 
was  abundantly  illustrated  at  Gettysburg,  where  some  thousands 
of  the  foe,  wounded,  side  by  side  with  our  own,  came  into  our 
hands  to  be  cared  for,  and  on  many  other  fields.  Supplies  of 
hospital  stores  for  the  sick,  and  of  religious  reading  matter  for 
all  of  the  thousands  at  Fort  Delaware,  have  been  sent  to  them 
from  time  to  time,  as  their  necessities  required. 

Delegates,  too,  have  gone  to  aid  the  chaplains  in  their  arduous 
work,  most  of  them  for  a  few  days  only  at  a  time,  but  some  of 
them  for  periods  of  considerable  length ;  one  for  the  full  term 
of  six  weeks.  The  first  delegate  sent  to  the  fort  to  remain  was 
one  who  was  extremely  desirous  of  some  arrangement  by  which 
he  could  reside,  as  long  as  occasion  should  require,  among  the 
Union  prisoners  at  Richmond.  This  not  being  practicable,  he 
willingly  accepted  the  proposition  to  take  up  his  abode  for  the 
time  amongst  the  rebel  prisoners  at  Fort  Delaware. 

Some  of  the  delegates  devoted  themselves  to  the  sick,  of  whom 
there  were  at  times  about  six  hundred  in  the  hospitals ;  others 
to  the  well  in  the  barracks,  averaging  not  far  from  nine  thou- 
sand ;  others  both  ministered  to  the  sick,  and  preached  to  the 
well. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Commission,  who  visited  the  fort  with 
Mr.  Grant,  was  intensely  interested,  and  deeply  impressed,  both 
by  the  vast  congregation  assembled  to  hear  the  addresses  of  their 
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yiflitors  upon  the  eternal  interests  of  their  sonis,  and  by  the 
eagerness  manifested  in  the  sea  of  upturned  faces.  Professor 
Stoever  of  Gettysburg,  Rev.  Mr.  Parvin,  Rev.  Dr.  Brainerd,  and 
others,  of  Philadelphia,  were  similarly  impressed ;  and  left  also 
their  impress  for  good  upon  the  hearts  of  the  thousands  who 
heard  them. 

The  reception  given  to  the  delegates  generally  has  been  frank, 
cordial,  and  hearty,  the  desire  for  religious  instruction  very  re- 
markable, and  the  value  placed  upon  the  reading  matter  gene- 
rally, especially  upon  tracts,  which  could  be  sent  home,  or  kept 
to  carry  with  them  when  they  should  reliirn,  very  striking. 

One  of  the  delegates  returned  states  in  his  report  that  he  haa 
never  seen  a  single  defaced,  mutilated,  or  neglected  tract  there 
in  all  his  rounds,  and  that  he  has  been  often  greeted  by  expres- 
sions like  this,  as  he  has  handed  tracts  to  one  and  another: 
"  This  makes  the  —  tract  I  have  received.  I  keep  them  all 
after  I  have  read  them  to  take  them  home  ;'*  or,  "  My  wife  must 
read  this,  too.  I  shall  keep  it  and  give  it  to  her  when  I  get 
home  again." 

He  states,  also,  that  whilst  he  was  distributing  tracts  and 
Testaments  from  the  basket  on  his  arm,  crowds  gathering  around 
him  would  call  on  him  for  an  address,  saying,  "  Now  give  us  a 
talk,"  to  which  he  always  responded  at  once,  and  that  they 
always  gave  him  attentive,  impressive  audience,  and  never  inter- 
rupted him  by  a  single  disrespectful  remark  or  exclamation. 

There  are  two  chaplains  at  the  fort.  The  following  letter  is 
from  the  one  having  the  prisoners  more  especially  as  his  parish- 
oners. 


Letter  from  Rev.  Wm.  H.  Paddock,  Chaplain  Unitbd 
States  Army,  Fort  Delaware. 

Hon.  George  H.  Stuart, 

PresideDt  United  States  Christian  Oommission. 

Dear  Sir  :  On  the  commencement  of  a  new  year  it  is  natural 
to  review  the  work  of  the  year,  and  therefore  I  readily  respond 
to  your  request.     When  ordered  here  from  Philadelphia,  in  June 
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last,  I  found  a  great  field  of  labor ;  but  after  the  battle  of  Gettys- 
burg, as  one  of  the  Christian  Commission  wrote  me,  mine  was 
"the  largest  parish  in  America."  Our  island  of  seventy-five 
acres  was  then,  and  for  months  afterwards,  more  thickly  popu- 
lated than  any  of  our  cities.  The  prisoners  alone  numbered 
eleven  thousand.  This  "mass  of  humanity,"  as  truly  named  by 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Brainerd,  was  poured  in  upon  us  all  at  once,  in  the 
heats  of  summer,  before  the  Government  could  properly  prepare 
for  their  reception.  Full  of  the  bruise  of  battle,  thousands  of 
them  completely  broken  in  spirit  and  constitution,  unwilling  and 
unable,  for  the  most  part,  to  take  daily  exercise,  what  wonder  is 
it  that  our  temporary  hospital  was  soon  crowded  to  overflowing. 
At  great  expense,  working  night  and  day,  the  Government  erected 
a  spacious  hospital.  It  has  eight  hundred  beds,  and  is  as  com- 
pletely and  comfortably  arranged  as  any  of  our  hospitals  in 
Philadelphia ;  but  even  this,  for  a  time,  was  too  small  by  two 
hundred  beds.  In  the  midst  of  all  this  sickness,  which  has  laid 
in  death,  on  the  opposite  shore  of  Jersey,  more  than  one  thou- 
sand of  the  poor  prisoners,  your  Commission  has  given  me  aid 
which  could  not  be  dispensed  with,  aid  from  week  to  week,  by 
tracts,  books,  stationery,  medicines,  stimulants,  and  clothing,  aid 
especially  grateful  to  me  in  my  overcrowded  work  by  the  personal 
help  of  distinguished  clergymen  and  laymen  of  the  diflerent  de- 
nominations, who  for  Christ's  sake  remembered  the  sick  and  in 
prison.  The  Revs.  Holman  of  Connecticut,  Gaston  of  Ohio, 
Merrill  of  Maine,  and  Messrs.  Parker  and  R.  Pearsall  Smith 
of  Philadelphia,  were  among  the  earlier  and  efficient  co-workers. 
The  Rev.  T.  T.  Bradford  of  Pennsylvania,  for  six  weeks  labored 
most  earnestly  and  acceptably.  Occasional  Sunday  services 
were  gladly  received  from  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Dickinson  of  Dela- 
ware, Jonathan  and  A.  B.  Cross  of  Maryland,  Parvin  and  Mears 
of  Philadelphia,  Morton  and  Dr.  Hall  of  New  York,  and  Dr. 
Baird  of  New  Jersey,  while  the  visits  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Brainerd, 
and  of  the  President  of  the  Christian  Commission,  will  not  soon 
be  forgotten. 

The  labors  of  these  co-workers  from  the  Commission  termi- 
nated with  the  beginning  of  cold  weather ;  but  the  services  of 
my  associate,  the  Rev.  E.  J.  Way,  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Handy,  poli- 
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tical  prisoner,  and  of  J.  Calhoun  Russell,  Confederate  chaplain, 
have  been  successfully  continued  all  along  to  this  time,  and  have 
been  besides  of  the  greatest  value  as  illustrative  of  Christian 
Union,  though  often  differing  in  a  worldly  point  of  view. 

The  Day  of  Judgment  alone  will  reveal  the  worth  of  the  great 
missionary  work  of  the  Christian  Commission  here.  That  it 
disarms  our  enemies  more  than  the  weapons  of  our  national  war- 
fare we  daily  hear ;  and  it  was  the  first  fruits  of  a  good  work 
yet  going  on,  the  present  value  of  which  is  perhaps  threescore 
souls  dedicated  to  the  cause  of  Christ. 


In  connection  with  an  account  of  the  relief  of  Union  prisoners 
in  Richmond  will  be  given  a  testimonial  from  about  fifty  officers 
on  Johnson's  Island  of  the  kind  treatment  received  by  them 
and  their  fellow-sufi'erers  at  Gettysburg. 

The  following  is  from  a  few  privates,  who  seem  to  have  been 
constrained  to  write  it  by  their  own  generous  impulses  of  grati- 
tude. It  was  written  with  a  pencil,  the  paper  evidently  resting 
upon  a  blanket  or  some  other  soft  surface,  as  the  letters  were 
all  deeply  indented.  The  date,  too,  is  significant :  written  first 
**  Wounded  camp,"  &c.,  then  the  word  wounded  crossed  out,  and 
"  Hospital"  interlined  in  its  stead. 


Hospital  Camp,  near  Getttsburo,  Pa., 

July  11,  186S. 

We,  the  undersigned,  prisoners  of  war,  desiring  to  express  our 
gratitude  for  the  kindness  and  attention  shown  to  us  by  the 
gentlemanly  delegates  of  the  Christian  Commission,  the  Chris- 
tian spirit  with  which  they  have  at  all  times  visited  our  bed  of 
pain,  and  the  delicate  and  ready  hand  which  they  have  always 
extended  to  our  relief,  prompts  us  to  heartfelt  thanks.  Parti- 
cularly would  we  address  our  thanks  to  delegate  James  Craw- 
ford, he  having  had  more  immediate  charge  of  our  little  circle. 
Although  we  will  stand  ever  ready  to  contend  against  their  hosts, 
as  our  foemen,  in  the  field,  and  defy  their  assaults  upon  our  dear 
country  and  her  institutions,  yet  we  can  only  remember  the 
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treatment  of  these  Christians  towards  us,  their  wounded  foe, 
with  hearts  of  gratitude^  and  do  hereunto  affix  our  names. 

Private  James  R.  Wood, 

Company  C,  Second  Qeorgia  Battery. 

Private  W.  P.  Carloss, 

Company  C,  Second  Qeorgia  Battery. 

C.  A.  RiDOUT, 
Company  D,  Eleventh  Mississippi  Regiment. 

John  B.  Smint, 

Company  A,  Forty-eighth  Qeorgia  Regiment. 

Others  would  have  added  their  names,  but  being  taken  away, 
we  can  only  say  their  thanks  are  with  ours. 


RELIEF  OF  mm  PRISONERS  IN  RICHHOXD. 


Instantly  upon  the  reception  of  intelligence  from  Chatta- 
nooga that  Rev.  John  Hussey  had  been  taken,  on  the  20th  of 
September,  and  probably  carried  captive  from  the  Chickamauga 
to  Richmond,  inquiry  by  letter  was  made  of  the  Richmond  au- 
thorities whether  he  had  arrived  there,  and  the  answer  returned 
that  there  was  ^'  no  such  man  in  any  of  the  prisons  in  and 
around  Richmond.*'  The  same  mail,  however,  brought  a  letter, 
dated  "  Castle  Thunder,"  from  Mr.  Hussey  himself,  asking  the 
Commission  to  send  him  food  and  clothing  to  relieve  him  from 
hunger  and  cold,  and  to  secure,  if  possible,  his  early  release 
from  the  loathsome  "castle." 

A  letter  was  written  to  Jay  Cooke,  Esq.,  then  at  Sandusky, 
Ohio,  to  procure  a  testimonial  from  such  of  the  thousands  who 
had  been  benefited  at  Gettysburg  by  delegates  of  the  Commis- 
sion, as  might  be  found  on  Johnson's  Island,  to  send  forward  to 
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Biohmond  for  the  purpose  of  inflnencing  the  release  of  Mr.  Hufh 
Bej.    Mr.  Cooke  promptly  returned  the  following : 


BbPOT  POR  PBtSONKBfl, 
J0Hir80H*8  ISLAJfD,  NEAR  SANDUSKT,  OhIO, 

Ootober  31,  1863. 

The  undersigned,  prisoners  of  war  at  Johnson's  Island,  do 
hereby  certify  that,  from  their  personal  knowledge  and  experi- 
ence, the  delegates  of  the  United  States  Christian  Commission, 
in  their  Christian  eflforts  to  relieve  the  sick  and  wounded  of  the 
various  battle-fields,  make  no  difference  or  discrimination  be- 
tween the  contending  parties,  relieving  alike  the  suiBferings  and 
wants  of  the  Confederate  and  Federal  men  and  officers,  and  we 
therefore  sincerely  trust,  that  the  authorities  at  Richmond  and 
elsewhere  will  treat  any  of  said  delegates  that  may  fall  into 
their  hands  with  the  kindness  justly  due  to  them,  and  grant 
them  a  speedy  return  to  their  Christian  work. 

(Signed  by) 

J.  M.  Jackson,  1st  Lient.  11th  Ga.  Cbas.  E.  Ellmore,  2d  Lient.  Co.  G,  57tli 

B.  G.  Brown,  Capt.  7th  Va.  Inf.  N.  C. 

P.  E.  Maher,  Lieut.  6th  Ala«  Wm.  A.  Greene,  Ist  Lieut  Go.  E,  Ist 

J.  J.  Dowel],  Capt  7th  Tenn.  Miss.  Art 

Z.  A.  Blanton,  Capt  18th  Va.  A.  J.  Herod,  Capt.  Battery  B,  Ist  Miss. 

T.  C.  Powell,  Adjt  47th  N.  C.  L.  Art. 

B.  S.  Spann,  Lieut  6th  Ala.  Wm.  Ludlow,  1st  Lieut  .^9th  Miss. 
W.  T.  King,  Lieut  6lst  Ga.  J.  Eastham,  Lieut  12th  Va.  Cav. 
M.  J.  Bulger,  Lieut  Co.  C,  47th  Ala.  Albert  Garrison,  Lieut  19th  Va. 
M.  A.  Parks,  Lieut  Col.  62d  N.  0.  J.  S.  Melvin,  Adjt.  39th  Miss. 

W.  L.  Rowe,  Capt  6th  Ala.  S.  McGarrah,  Lieut  39th  Miss. 

T.  W.  Johnson,  Capt.  11th  Ga.  Willis  Handle,  Lieut  62d  N.  C. 

Jas.  R.  Herbert,  Lieut  Col.  1st  Md.      L.  L.  Vaughan,  Lieut  18th  Va. 
Wm.  S.  Rankin,  Lieut  Col.  21st  N.  C.  N.  T.  Liles,  Lieut  39th  Miss. 
Jack  Brown,  Col.  59th  Ga.  W.  F.  Ryan,  Lieut  Co.  E,  8th  Ala. 

E.    P.  Dismukes,  Lieut.  Co.  F,  8th  R.  S.  McClung,  Capt.  Co.  K,  15th  Ark. 

Fla.  J.  E.  Morgan,  Capt.  13th  Ark. 

E.  N.  Gardner,  Capt  Co.  E,  5th  Fla.      A.  M.  De  Bardelehem,  Co.  B,  8th  Ala. 
Geo.  H.  Jones,  Capt.  Co.  B,  22d  Ga.    W.  H.  Wiles,  23d  Ark. 

C.  R.  Rice,  2d  Lieut  Co.  H,  8th  Ala.    J.  Edwards,  Col.  42d  Ala. 

L.  M.  Purcell,  Ist  Lieut  Co.  E,  40th  R.  T.  Scott,  Supt.  Surgeon  4th  Ala.  Cav. 
Va.  W.  H.  Edwards,  Capt  &  Q.M.  49th  Ala. 

J.  F.  Cross,  1st  Lieut  Co.  B,  5th  N.  C.  T.  J.  Taylor,  CapL  Co.  K,  49th  Ala. 
Jas.  McAfee,  Capt  Co.  I,  22d  Ga.        Geo.  S.  Jones,  Co.  B,  2d  Ga.  Bat 
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Jno.  E.  Weymouth,  Co.  E,  18th  Va.     John  S.  Bay,  Lieut.  Co.  K,  38th  N.  0. 
A.  Eohler,  Capt.  Co.  G,  8lh  Ala.  Thomas  6.  Jackson,  Lieut  Co.  C,  3d 

F.  B.  Miller,  2d  LieutrCo.  C,  8th  Ala.      Va.  Infantry. 

Without  waiting  for  the  answer  from  Mr.  Cooke,  a  letter  was 
written  to  Mr.  Hussey,  stating  that  an  appeal  for  his  release 
would  be  made  to  the  authorities  in  Richmond  immediately,  upon 
the  ground  that  he  was  a  non-combatant,  a  delegate  of  the  Chris- 
tian Commission,  taken  on  the  battle-field,  where  he  was  under 
authority  ministering  to  the  wounded ;  that  the  delegates  had 
always  ministered  alike  to  friend  and  foe ;  that  the  thousands  of 
rebel  wounded  at  Gettysburg  had  been  kindly  cared  for  by 
them ;  that  the  Commission  was  doing  all  that  could  lawfully 
be  done  for  those  then  in  Fort  Delaware,  and  that  testimonials 
to  this  effect  would  be  sent  forward. 

This  letter,  as  it  passed  under  the  scrutiny  of  the  Commis- 
sioner at  Richmond,  decided  the  release  of  Mr.  Hussey  without 
delay.  The  appeal  was  formally  made,  and  the  testimonials 
transmitted ;  but  already,  before  they  arrived,  the  released  dele- 
gate was  happily  on  liis  return. 

Simultaneous  with  the  letter  of  Mr.  Hussey,  came  an  appeal 
to  the  Commission  through  another  channel,  opening  the  way 
for  the  transmission  of  food,  clothing,  and  medicine  to  the  suf- 
fering captives  in  Libby  Prison,  Castle  Thunder,  the  Tobacco 
Warehouses,  and  on  Belle  Island. 

Immediately  a  box  had  been  packed  and  shipped  for  Mr. 
Hussey,  which  was  received,  not  by  him,  because  he  was  released 
the  day  before  its  arrival,  but  by  Captain  Conover,  of  Ohio,  a 
fellow-captive  and  friend ;  and  with  the  box  for  Mr.  Hussey  a 
limited  but  choice  shipment  was  made  of  a  few  boxes  to  Lieu- 
tenant W.  F.  Randolph,  in  Libby  Prison,  which  was  duly  re- 
ceived and  gladly  distributed,  as  intended,  amongst  his  fellow- 
prisoners.  This  shipment  was  immediately  acknowledged  by 
G^eral  Meredith  at  Fortress  Monroe,  and  its  safe  arrival  at 
Richmond  announced  by  the  following  letter  from  Major  John 
E.  Mulford,  Assistant  Commissioner  of  Exchange : 

OrriCB  Commissioner  of  Exchanob, 
FoBTBiss  MoNBOB,  Ya.,  NoTember  3,  1863. 

Gio.  H.  Stuart,  Esq., 

Chairman  Ohrisiian  Commission,  Philadelphia. 

SlE :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  twenty-one  pack- 
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ages,  addressed  "Lieutenant  W.  F.  Randolph,  Fifth  United 
States  Artillery,  Libby  Prison,  Richmond,  Virginia,"  and  one 
addressed  "  Rev.  John  Hussey,  Castle  Thunder,  Richmond,  Vir- 
ginia," containing  clothing  and  other  comforts,  forwarded  by 
the  Christian  Commission,  for  the  benefit  of  our  suffering  pris- 
oners in  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  have  been  received  and  deliv- 
ered by  me  to  the  authorities  at  Richmond,  and  I  trust  and 
believe  they  have,  ere  this,  found  their  way  to  and  made  glad 
the  hearts  of  many  of  those  for  whom  they  were  intended. 

Your  noble  association  cannot  find  a  wider  or  worthier  field 
than  this  for  its  work  of  benevolence  and  charity;  nor  do  I 
believe  any  other  where  so  much  good  may  be  done,  or  so  great 
an  amount  of  real  sufiering  can  be  alleviated  as  here,  even  at 
the  cost  of  redoubled  efforts  and  means. 

Should  you  desire  to  make  any  further  shipments,  address  to 
the  party  whom  you  wish  to  receive  and  distribute  the  articles, 
in  care  of  Brigadier-General  S.  A.  Meredith,  Commissioner  for 
Exchange  of  Prisoners,  Fortress  Monroe,  Virginia,"  and  for- 
ward by  Adams'  Express.  On  arrival  at  Fortress  Monroe,  such 
packages  will  be  forwarded  to  Richmond  via  flag  of  truce. 

With  heartfelt  thanks  on  behalf  of  the  recipients  of  your 
tounty,  I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

John  E.  Mulford, 

M%jor  and  Assistant  Agent  for  Exchange. 

Thus  encouraged,  the  Commission  opened  its  doors  to  receive 
all  that  should  be  offered  suitable  for  the  purpose,  and  especially 
for  money  to  purchase  articles  most  needed  and  most  valuable 
to  afford  the  required  relief  and  comfort  to  the  thousands  of 
wretched  captives. 

The  touching  and  terrible  statements  made  of  the  condition 
of  the  inmates  of  these  prisons  moved  all  hearts  irresistibly,  and 
opened  the  purse  of  the  people  to  supply,  without  limit,  the 
means  of  relief.  The  only  question  was,  whether  that  which 
should  be  sent  could  be  pushed  through  and  actually  placed  in 
the  hands  of  the  prisoners  themselves. 

The  arrival  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  men  at  Annapolis,  on 
the  20th  of  November,  in  the  most  deplorable  condition,  six 
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having  died'  on  the  way,  and  very  many  marked  for  the  grave 
within  a  few  hours  or  days  at  the  farthest,  served  to  increase 
sympathy  and  cause  unbounded  indignation. 

The  facts  in  the  case  were  made,  public,  and  contributions 
flowed  in  apace.  Stores  were  purchased,  packed,  and  sent  for- 
ward from  day  to  day  in  large  quantities. 

The  following  is  the  shipment  of  one  day : 

U.  S.  Cbbistiar  Commission,  Office  No.  11  Bank  Strbbt, 
Philadelpoia,  Not.  25,  1863. 

Invoice  of  forty-four  packages  sent  by  United  States  Chris- 
tian Commission  to  Union  prisoners  in  Tobacco  Warehouses, 
Eichmond,  Va.,  care  Brigadier-General  Meredith,  Fortress  Mon- 
roe, Va.  (via  flag  of  truce),  per  express,  freight  paid : 


704  lbs.  ham, 
850  lbs.  dried  beef, 

1  bbl.  dried  apples, 

1  bbl.  white  sugar^ 

1  chest  tea, 

1  cask  butter, 

1  cheese, 

1  bbl.  family  crackers, 

2  bbls.  soda  crackers, 
1  cask  pickles, 

1  bbl.  onions, 

2  bbls.  potatoes  and  onions, 
6  kegs  pickled  cabbage, 

80  lbs.  corn  starch, 

80  lbs.  farina, 

60  lbs.  white  soap, 
150  lbs.  ground  coffee, 
192  cans  condensed  milk| 
500  Two  Soldiers, 
500  Peter  Norse, 
500  Aged  Pensioner, 
500  What  did  the  Angel  wipe  it 

out  with  ? 
500  Roll  Call, 

80  Signet  Ring, 

15  Pilgrim's  Progress, 
200  Soldier's  Pocket  Book 
(German), 


1  large  and  valuable  box  of  as- 

sorted medicine  from  P.  &  W. 

2  doz.  French  mustard, 

86  qts.  spiced  blackberry  syrup, 
28  bottles  currant  wine, 

1  box  dried  fruit  and  jelly, 

1  box  sundries, 

1  box  comfort-bag9,  books  and 

pamphlets, 
81  lbs.  beef-tea  jelly, 
22  lbs.  beef-tea  cakes, 
12  doz.  knives, 
12  doz.  forks, 
50  towels, 
72  pens, 
72  pen- holders, 
1000  envelopes, 

2  reams  note  paper, 
100  Christian  Times, 
500  Messengers, 

850  Apologist, 
200  8.  S.  Times, 
100  Zion's  Herald, 
863  Nonpareil  Testaments  (cloth)^ 
500        «  "        (sheep)^ 

50  True  Story  of  Luoknow, 
200  Good  Soldiers, 
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150  Something  for  Hospital,  100  Soldier^s  Prayer  Book, 

50  Come  to  Jesos,  1260  Soldier's  Book  (Qreenbaeks), 

6000  pp.  Tracts,  Soldiers'  Series  6  Green  Pastures, 

No-  2,  6  Words  of  Comfor^ 

500  Parish  Visitor,  800  Soldier's  Hymn  Books, 

600  Good  News,  200  Soldier's  Pocket  Book. 
91  Blood  of  Jesus, 

From  day  to  day  despatches  and  letters  from  General  Mere- 
dith and  Major  Mulford  were  received,  and  occasionally  an 
acknowledgment  directly  from  the  prisons,  showing  that  the 
goods  shipped  were  faithfully  delivered  and  distributed  to  the 
prisoners. 

Efforts,  thoi^h  always  unsuccessful,  were  made  at  different 
times  and  in  various  ways  to  obtain  consent  of  the  Richmond 
authorities  to  the  residence  of  one  or  more  agents  of  the  Chris- 
tian Commission  in  Richmond,  in  the  prisons  if  not  elsewhere 
in  the  city,  to  receive  and  distribute  the  supplies  sent. 

The  narrow  channel  open  was  evidently  clogged  soon  after 
the  tide  of  relief  from  the  North  commenced  setting  in  to  the 
rebel  capital,  and  every  day  seemed  to  clog  it  still  further.  It 
is  charitable,  and  perhaps  true,  to  say  that  the  means  of  trans- 
portation from  City  Point,  where  our  flag  of  truce  boat  delivered 
all  to  tlve  flag  of  truce  boat  for  transmission  to  Richmond,  was 
utterly  insufficient  for  the  conveyance  of  all  that  came  pouring 
in  from  the  open  hands  of  the  people  in  the  loyal  States. 

However  that  may  be,  at  last  the  announcement  came  that 
nothing  more  would  be  received  except  packages  from  private 
persons  to  individual  prisoners,  and  very  reluctantly  the  Chris- 
tian Commision  ceased  this  most  beneficent  work.  God  grant 
that  soon  the  need  for  it  may  be  at  an  end,  and  our  brave  men, 
all  who  survive  their  tedious  captivity,  may  be  once  more  at 
liberty. 


REPORTS  OF  COMMITTEES. 


BOSTON  COMMITTEE. 

Seport  of  fhe  Army  Committee  of  the  ''Boston  Yonng  Hen*s 
Christian  Assooiation." 

Gbo.  H.  Stuart,  Esq., 

Chairman  United  States  Christian  Commission. 

The  Committee,  in  submitting  the  annual  report  of  their  labor 
during  the  past  year,  are  deeply  impressed  with  the  evidence  of 
the  manifest  guidance  and  blessing  of  Providence  in  their  hum- 
ble and  imperfect  efforts  to  contribute  something  to  the  great 
work  of  the  Christian  Commission,  through  whose  efficient 
agency  such  extended  influence  has  been  exerted  in  the  spirit- 
ual welfare  of  the  devoted  patriots  of  our  land.  The  Committee 
have  not  deemed  it  expedient  to  hold  a  public  meeting  to  appeal 
for  aid  in  Boston  since  the  anniversary  meeting  in  May  last ; 
but  numerous  meetings  have  been  held  throughout  this  state 
and  the  adjoining  states  of  Vermont,  New  Hampshire,  and 
Maine,  under  the  immediate  agency  and  especial  direction  of 
the  resident  member*  here  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the 
Christian  Commission,  aided  by  returned  delegates,  and  in  some 
instances  by  the  Chairmanf  of  the  Commission. 

The  value  of  the  services  of  returned  delegates  in  the  home 
fields  will  be  best  illustrated  by  a  few  instances. 

S.  E.  Bridgman,  Esq.,  a  successful  merchant  of  Northamp- 
ton, Mass.,  gave  his  services  as  a  delegate  in  the  Army  of  the 
Cxunberland,  and  returned  about  August  1st.  Since  that  time 
he  has  visited  twenty-five  towns,  and  made  over  fifty  addresses, 
twenty-^ght  of  them  in  place  of  the  regular  Sabbath  services, 

♦  Chariet  Demond,  Bsq.  f  Ur.  Stnari. 
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E.  T.  Quimby,  Esq.,  of  New  Ipswich,  New  Hampshire,  Prin- 
cipal of  the  Appleton  Academy,  since  a  service  of  unusual  length 
and  success  in  the  same  army,  has  visited  thirty  towns,  made 
sixty-nine  addresses,  forty  of  them  in  place  of  Sabbath  services. 

Rev.  S.  L.  Bowler,  of  Orono,  Maine,  after  valuable  services  in 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  by  addresses,  correspondence,  and 
ivisiting  ministers'  meetings,  excited  an  interest  in  the  work, 
which  pervades  a  large  portion  of  the  state. 

As  a  direct  result  of  these  voluntary  and  self-denying  labors, 
more  than  three  thousand  dollars  were  collected,  large  amounts 
of  stores,  comfort-bags,  &c.,  sent  to  the  Commission,  and  many 
delegates  induced  to  go,  besides  enlisting  the  permanent  sympa- 
thy and  aid  of  thousands  of  people.  What  these  delegates  have 
done  on  a  large  scale,  nearly  every  delegate  has  done  in  his  own 
town  and  vicinity,  and  thus  the  expenses  of  collecting  agents 
have  been  saved. 

Their  energetic  and  devoted  labors  have  contributed  very 
largely  to  the  results  now  presented  in  the  accompanying  state- 
ment. The  Committee  here  relied  much  on  printed  circular 
appeals,  addressed  to  the  several  churches  of  this  part  of  the 
country,  which  have  brought  a  liberal  response.  But,  notwith- 
standing the  foregoing  active  and  widely-extended  efforts,  it  is 
due  to  the  citizens  of  Boston  and  its  immediate  vicinity  to  state, 
that  an  application,  by  telegram,  from  the  Chairman  of  the 
Commission  for  aid,  immediately  after  the  battle  of  Gettysburg, 
which  was  made  public  on  the  bulletin  of  the  Merchants'  Ex- 
change Reading  Room,  resulted  in  a  contribution  in  money  of 
over  twenty  thousand  dollars  in  three  days,  and  reached  the 
sum  of  thirty-five  thousand  in  ten  days, — a  response  worthy  of 
the  generous  sympathies  of  our  fellow-citizens.  A  second  appeal 
was  subsequently  made  in  the  same  place  by  Mr.  Stuart  per- 
sonally in  behalf  of  the  Union  prisoners  in  Richmond,  which 
resulted  in  about  five  thousand  dollars'  contributions  within  a 
few  days.  Together,  these  contributions  amounted  to  about 
one-half  of  the  entire  sum  contributed  during  the  last  year 
through  this  Committee.  From  the  frequent  correspondence  of 
delegates  appointed  here,  many  thrilling  facts  and  incidents 
might  be  gathered ;  but,  as  they  may  not  be  more  marked  or 
interesting  than  those  furnished  by  the  letters  of  delegates  from 
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other  parts  of  the  country,  which  will  doubtless  be  published, 
we  omit  to  elaborate  our  branch  of  the  report  by  the  record  of 
such  evidence  of  the  special  value  of  their  labors  on  the  field 
and  in  hospitals.  In  preference  to  enlarging  this  report  by  in- 
troducing details  connected  with  the  department  of  labor,  we 
append  a  summary  of  facts'*'  as  being  the  most  condensed,  and 
perhaps  useful  form  in  which  they  can  be  presented. 

We  would  tender  our  thanks  to  the  army  committees  of  va- 
rious towns  and  cities  throughout  New  England,  whose  zeal  and 
energy  have  contributed  largely  to  the  success  of  our  labors. 
The  plan  adopted  by  the  army  committee  of  St.  Albans  is 
worthy  of  mention.  They  systematically  visit  all  the  towns  in 
the  county  of  which  St.  Albans  is  the  centre,  hold  meetings, 
distribute  documents,  and  thus  keep  up  the  interest  of  the  people 
in  the  work.  Should  every  large  town  have  a  committee  that 
would  thus  care  for  the  country  adjacent,  there  would  be  a  great 
increase  of  contributors  for  the  sufiering  men  of  the  army. 

We  mention  with  gratitude  the  noble  generosity  of  the  rail- 
roads and  steamboat  lines  in  passing  our  delegates  over  their 
various  roads  and  lines,  and  the  great  kindness  of  their  officers 
in  attending  so  patiently  and  promptly  to  our  numerous  requests. 
The  secular  and  religious  papers,  also,  have  most  materially 
assisted  us  by  opening  their  columns  to  information  and  appeals 
in  reference  to  our  work. 

In  view  of  the  encouraging  record  of  the  past  year,  the  Com- 
mittee again  enter  upon  the  duty  assigned  them,  in  the  hope 
that,  by  more  faithful  service,  under  the  blessing  of  God,  still 
greater  results  may  be  accomplished,  encouraged  and  stimu- 
lated also  by  the  thought  that  they  are  thus  permitted  to  par- 
ticipate in  the  labors  of  an  institution  which  has  already  ren- 
dered such  invaluable  service  to  our  country  and  its  defenders. 
For  the  Committee. 

Edward  S.  Tobey, 

Ch&lrmaii. 

The  names  of  the  Committee  are  as  follows : 
E.  S.  ToBBY,  Chairman^ 
Jacob  Slbbpbr,        J.  Sullivan  Warren, 
Jos.  Storey,  Russell  Sturqis,  Jr. 

BosTUH,  January  20,  18A3. 

*  Thii  will  be  foand  in  oonneotion  with  the  General  Summary. 
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PHILADELPHIA  COMMITTEE. 

Philadelphia  Army  Committee  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian 
Association. 

Geo.  H.  Stuart,  Esq., 

Chairman  of  the  United  States  Christian  Commission. 

Dear  Sir:  The  Army  Committee  of  the  Young  Men's  Chris- 
tian Association  of  Philadelphia  presents  the  following  report 
for  the  year  18G3  : 

The  various  measures  before  pursued  for  the  benefit  of  sol- 
diers in  the  hospitals  and  camps  in  and  around  the  city,  have 
been  successfully  continued.  Meetings  have  been  held,  books, 
papers,  and  tracts  distributed,  as  will  appear  from  the  statistical 
table  presented.  Members  of  the  Association  have  gone  as 
delegates  of  the-  Commission  to  the  seat  of  war.  Assistance 
bas  been  rendered  from  time  to  time  in  the  arrangement  and 
conduct  of  meetings  at  a  distance  from  the  city,  for  the  purpose 
of  diffusing  information  about  the  work  of  the  Commission  and 
increasing  its  means  of  support  and  extension. 

The  army  meetings  have  been  continued  on  successive  Sab- 
bath evenings  until  now,  at  the  close  of  the  year,  we  have  held 
the  one  hundred  and  fourteenth.  The  attendance  at  these  meet- 
ings has  been  large,  and  the  collections  generous,  amounting,  in 
the  aggregate  during  the  year,  to  nine  thousand  three  hundred 
and  one  dollars.  Adding  this  to  the  amount  reported  the  pre- 
vious year,  three  thousand  and  thirty-one  dollars,  and  the  total 
amount  is  swelled  to  twelve  thousand  three  hundred  and  forty- 
two  dollars  (besides  large  collections  sent  directly  to  the  Com- 
mission), the  voluntary  offerings  of  the  churches  in  the  city, 
through  the  Army  Committee  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian 
Association,  to  the  work  of  the  United  States  Christian  Com- 
mission. 

The  Association  has  accepted  a  work  which  has  brought  com- 
fort already  to  the  families  of  many  brave  men  now  absent  from 
home,  perilling  their  lives  for  the  cause  of  our  country,  the  distri- 
bution of  coal. 

The  generous  coal  operators  in  the  Schuylkill  region  kindly 
proposed  to  the  chairman  of  the  Commission  to  furnish  coal  for 
this  purpose,  if  he  would  provide  for  its  proper  distribution.    The 
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Philadelphia  and  Reading  Railroad  Company  agreed  to  deliver 
it  in  Philadelphia  without  charge  for  transportation.  To  com- 
plete the  chain,  we  undertook  its  proper  distribution.  About 
three  hundred  tons  have  already  been  received  and  bestowed 
upon  the  suffering  families  of  our  noble  volunteers.  This  is  a 
noble  beginning.  The  supply  is  still  coming.  At  the  close  of 
the  winter,  we  hope  to  record  the  distribution  of  not  less  than 
two  thousand  tons. 

A  record  of  sick  and  wounded  Pennsylvania  soldiers  was  com- 
menced at  the  rooms  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association 
December  10,  1862.  The  Army  Committee  placed  this  import- 
ant and  laborious  work  in  the  hands  of  Joseph  Parker,  Esq.,  by 
whom  the  name  of  every  soldier  of  this  State  who,  having 
fallen  under  the  power  of  disease  or  the  infliction  of  wounds, 
and  having  reached  either  of  the  twenty-five  hospitals  of  this 
district,  have  now  an  honorable  mention.  The  date  of  admis- 
sion, name,  company,  regiment,  disease,  and  final  disposition  of 
each  man,  has  been  carefully  noted. 

The  object  of  the  record  is  twofold :  1st.  That  information 
might  be  communicated  to  friends  and  relatives  of  these  soldiers 
whenever  desired ;  2d.  That  a  monument  might  thus  be  erected 
to  their  memory  and  their  praise^  to  be  placed  in  the  capitol  at 
Harrisburg  for  future  reference. 

The  first  object  had  in  view  has  been  realized  already.  The 
applications  made  personally  and  by  letter  have  been  many,  and 
the  thanksgivings  of  anxious  and  bleeding  hearts  attest  the 
value  placed  upon  this  undertaking.  The  number  of  names  at 
present  upon  the  record  is  over  twenty-seven  thousand  (27,000). 
With  what  feelings  of  pride  posterity  will  trace  the  names  of 
their  ancestors  who  suffered,  bled,  and  died  for  constitutional 
law  and  universal  freedom,  can  readily  be  imagined.  The  keep- 
ing of  this  record,  however,  has  been  but  a  part  of  the  valuable 
services  rendered  by  Mr.  Parker  to  our  noble  volunteers.  He 
being  among  the  first  to  serve  the  Christian  Comn^ssion  in 
ministering  to  the  temporal  and  spiritual  necessities  of  these 
men  in  the  army^  has  faithfully  continued  these  labors  in  the 
hospitals.  Testaments,  tracts,  and  the  other  religious  publica- 
tions provided  by  the  Christian  Commission,  have  been  nume- 
rously and  wisely  distributed. 
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Meetings  for  exhortation  and  prayer  have  also  been  established 
and  maintained,  with  the  aid  of  other  brethren,  where  necessity 
seemed  to  demand  it.  With  these  services  our  soldiers  uni- 
formly express  their  gratification.  One  incident  in  connection 
with  these  meetings  :  Mr.  Parker  having  proposed  to  hold  a  ser- 
vice at  the  Haddington  Hospital,  during  one  of  his  visits  to  that 
institution,  the  surgeon  in  charge  approached  a  young  soldier 
who  had  lost  a  leg,  and  requested  him  to  give  notice  to  the  other 
men,  most  of  whom  had  been  equally  unfortunate  with  himself. 
The  soldier,  with  his  face  beaming  with  delight,  secured  his 
crutches  and  sprang  to  the  work.  He  visited  all  the  places 
about  the  hospital,  and  brought  in  one  and  another,  until  he  had 
secured  about  thirty,  all  cripples  for  life.  The  meeting  proved 
to  be  one  of  deep  and  solemn  interest.  At  the  close  of  the  ex- 
ercises, the  soldier,  in  conversation  with  Mr.  Parker,  informed 
him,  that  during  the  few  months  he  had  been  in  the  hospital,  he 
had  been  engaged  in  making  crutches  at  a  carpcnter^s  shop  some 
half  a  mile  distant,  and  in  this  way  had  laid  up  sixty  dollars. 
"  Do  you  not  think  this  much  better  than  to  be  lying  about  in 
idleness?"  said  the  man.  "I  have  made  this  for  my  family, 
standing  on  one  leg."  In  addition  he  remarked,  ^'I  am  a 
member  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  of  Boston, 
Massachusetts.  Mr.  Stuart,  President  of  the  United  States 
Christian  Commission,  sent  me,  a  short  time  since,  a  large  size 
copy  of  the  New  Testament,  which  lvalue  very  highly.'* 

The  name  of  this  man  was  Boardman.  In  this  man  we  have 
at  once  a  noble  specimen  of  a  Christian  patriot,  soldier,  hus- 
band, and  father ;  and  for  such  men  the  nation  may  be  proud, 
and  must  be  prosperous. 

H.  N.  TeissBLL, 

Chairman  Army  Committee, 
Phila.  r.  M.  C.  A 

BOOMB  OP  TBI  TOURG  MbR*8  OhRISTULN  A880CIATI0M, 

Philadslpbia,  Janaarj  lit,  1864. 
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BALTIMOBE  COMMITTEE. 

Offiob  of  thb  Maryland  Comvittcb 

OF  THB  UmITBD  StATES  CHRISTIAN  COMMISSION, 

Baltimorb,  January  1,  1864 

Georob  H.  Stuart,  Esq., 

Chairman  United  States  Christian  Commission. 

Dear  Sir  :  Our  labors  during  the  year  have  been  performed 
in  twenty-two  localities,  hospitals  and  camps.  In  these  we  have 
had  employed  three  hundred  delegates  and  other  active  co- 
laborers,  who  have  ministered  to  the  necessities  of  over  seventy- 
five  thousand  soldiers.  The  necessities  relieved  were  occasioned 
principally  by  the  battles  of  Antietam,  Fredericksburg,  and 
Gettysburg.  These  battles,  as  it  is  well  known,  were  of  the 
most  fierce  and  desperate  character,  and  left  upon  the  fields  the 
thousands  of  sufferers  enumerated,  both  of  our  own  and  the 
armies  of  the  enemy.  In  every  instance  of  battle  our  dele- 
gates were  on  hand,  and  rendered  most  necessary  and  ciScient 
services.  The  hospitals  of  the  vicinities  of  the  battle-fields  were 
filled  alike  with  friends  and  enemies,  and  relief  afforded  to  all 
as  it  was  needed.  The  work  performed  was  that  of  a  true  Chris- 
tian philanthropy,  and  we  are  satisfied  that  it  was  approved  and 
blessed  by  the  Great  Father  of  all.  In  the  acknowledgments  of 
rebel  oflScers  and  others,  we  have  had  frequent  assurances  that 
the  Christian  work  of  doing  good  for  evil  has  been  accomplished 
by  our  Commission. 

Eoipital  Services. 

In  the  hospitals  near  the  battle-fields,  the  delegates  of  the 
Commission  engaged  most  earnestly  in  their  work.  While  em- 
ployed in  the  relief  of  the  physical  suffering  of  their  charge, 
Aey  were  fully  mindful  of  the  necessities  of  the  soul.  They 
read  the  Scriptures  and  other  religious  books  to  the  men,  and 
conversed  and  prayed  with  them,  encouraging  them  in  every 
possible  way  to  consider  their  safety,  not  only  as  it  regarded  the 
comforts  of  the  present,  but  the  realities  of  the  future  world. 
In  their  co-operation  with  the  surgeons  and  attendants  of  the 
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hospitals  and  camps,  our  agents  were  enabled  to  render  most 
efficient  service.  The  record  is  upon  thousands  of  grateful 
hearts,  the  gratitude  of  which  has  been  expressed  in  unnum- 
bered utterances  of  praise  and  blessing,  and,  in  consideration  of 
which,  devout  and  faithful  prayers  have  been  offered  to  God  on 
behalf  of  those  who  have  performed  the  needed  service. 


Chaplains*  Services. 

As  soon  as  the  hospitals  were  prepared,  they  were  well  pro- 
vided with  religious  services  by  clergymen  and  others,  who  vol- 
unteered for  duty,  and  wrought  in  its  performance  most  faith- 
fully and  effectually.  It  was  not  possible  to  provide  officially 
for  this  service  until  hospitals  of  a  more  permanent  character 
were  erected,  and  the  authorities  operated  in  the  selection  of 
their  agents  of  religion.  In  the  confusion  of  battle,  chaplains 
and  surgeons  were,  in  some  instances,  detached  from  their  regi- 
ments, when,  without  loss  of  time,  they  commenced  operations 
as  opportunity  afforded,  and  labored  as  diligently  and  as  suc- 
cessfully as  they  could  have  done  in  their  own  proper  associa- 
tions. Two  chaplains,  who  were  in  the  service  of  the  Commit- 
tee, proceeded  from  point  to  point,  rendering  assistance  in  every 
possible  form  to  the  chaplains  and  surgeons  of  hospitals  and 
regiments.  Their  services  were  invaluable  to  the  various  de- 
partments in  which  they  were  administered. 

In  the  more  permanent  hospitals,  the  labors  of  the  chaplains 
were  rendered  more  systematic  and  regular,  and  they  have,  of 
course,  been  more  productive  of  their  fruits  of  benevolence  and 
love.  Apartments  have,  been  provided  for  public  worship;  libra- 
ries have  been  established,  and  provision  made  for  the  regular 
distribution  and  reading  of  tracts,  religious  newspapers  and  books. 
At  the  present  time,  the  work  of  our  hospitals  is  pursued  in 
the  most  orderly  and  systematic  manner.  The  chaplains  are 
the  hoads  of  the  religious  department,  and,  from  the  reports 
that  we  receive  from  them  and  the  visits  we  make  to  their  pre- 
mises, we  learn  how  beautifully  and  successfully  this  labor  of  faith 
and  love  is  fulfilling  its  mission.  Every  hospital  has  its  chap- 
lain, and  our  delegates  are  in  the  habit  of  making  daily  visits  to 
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them  and  assisting  them  in  the  performance  of  their  arduous 
and  confining  labors. 

General  Hospitals. 

The  services  of  our  Committee  have  been  extended  to  the 
general  hospitals  of  Maryland.  In  these  we  have  rendered 
service  to  thirty-five  thousand  men,  ministering  alike  to  their 
tomporal  and  spiritual  necessities.  The  general  hospitals  of  our 
district  as  now  existing  and  their  chaplains  are  as  follows : 

Newton  University,  Baltimore,  Rev.  Mr.  Simpson. 

McKim's,  "  Rev.  R.  Spencer  Vinton. 

Patterson's  Park,  "  Rev.  George  A.  Leakin. 

Jarvis,  "  ^      Rev.  F.  W.  Brauns. 

West* 8,  "  Rev.  J.  T.  Van  Barkalow. 

National,  "  Rev.  T.  J.  Bowen. 

Fort  McHeniy,  «  Rev.  A.  A.  Reese,  D.D. 

Navy  Yard,  Annapolb,  Rev.  H.  A.  Henries. 

St.  John's,  "  Rev.  Mr.  Hammond. 

Camp  Parole,  near  Annapolis,  Rev.  Mr.  Bent,  Delegate  C.  C. 


Annapolis  Junction,  

Frederick,  Rev.  B.  H.  Creever. 

Cumberland,  

York,  Rev.  Mr.  Brown. 

Point  Lookout,  Rev.  J.  A.  Spoon cr. 

Fort  Delaware,  


The  above-named  chaplains,  with  the  exception  of  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Bent,  have  charge  of  their  respective  hospitals  by  ap- 
pointment under  the  Government  of  the  United  States.  Their 
services  are  regularly  and  statedly  performed.  They  consist  of 
daily  visits  through  the  wards ;  public  services  and  preaching, 
prayer-meetings;  experience  meetings;  distribution  of  tracts, 
religious  books,  religious  newspapers,  and  reading  to  and  con- 
versing with  the  patients  under  their  care. 

Labors  Beyond  the  District. 

In  times  of  necessity  our  chaplains  and  delegates  have  been 
directed  to  extend  their  labors  beyond  the  limits  of  our  own 
district,  and  all  the  members  of  the  Committee  have  visited  the  . 
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following  hospitals  and  camps :  Gettysburg,  Hanover  Junction, 
Harper's  Ferry,  Martinsburg,  Winchester,  Charlestown,  Fortress 
Monroe,  and  Alexandria.  In  all  these  localities  the  labors  of  the 
Commission  have  been  performed  by  delegates  and  agents,  and 
from  letters  received  and  public  notices  in  the  newspapers,  we 
have  been  informed  of  valuable  services  that  have  been  rendered. 

! 

Camp  Parole. 

This  camp  at  one  time  possessed  a  most  unenviable  reputa- 
tion, on  account  of  the  reckless  characters  and  conduct  of  the 
men  who  were  congregated  upon  its  premises.  In  connection 
with  several  gentlemen  and  ladies  of  our  vicinity,  the  Com- 
mittee labored  for  several  months  in  the  effort  to  secure  regu- 
lar religious  services,  and  such  other  ministrations  as  might 
operate  in  the  reformation  of  the  camp.  For  some  time  the 
labors  were  tin  successfully  expended,  when  a  few  heroic  wo- 
men were  induced  to  undertake  the  dangerous  and  laborious 
task  the  field  of  labor  imposed.  They  provided  themselves  with 
shelter  by  the  erection  of  temporary  apartments,  and  proceeded 
with  their  work.  They  were  surprised  at  the  respect  with  which 
they  were  received  and  treated  by  the  men,  and  soon  learned 
that  there  was  the  prospect  of  success  for  faithful  and  devoted 
labors.  They  wrought  for  months  with  encouraging  effect,  and 
their  labor  of  reformation  is  still  in  progress.  The  camp  is 
now  under  the  efficient  control  of  Colonel  Root,  by  whose  ex- 
ertions it  has  been  reduced  to  an  excellent  condition  of  order 
and  propriety.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Hamilton,  delegate  of  the  Chris- 
tian Commission,  and  for  a  time  acting  chaplain,  succeeded  in 
erecting  a  rude  rustic  chapel,  which  is  composed  of  posts  planted 
in  the  ground,  unhewn  cross  timbers,  and  branches  of  trees. 
In  this  chapel,  devout  thanksgivings  have  been  poured  forth  to 
God  for  his  merciful  intervention  on  their  behalf,  by  some  whose 
lips  were  seldom  opened  before  in  the  acknowledgment  of  favor 
either  to  God  or  man.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Bent,  one  of  our  dele- 
gates, is  now  the  acting  chaplain  of  the  camp.  He  is  actively 
and  energetically  engaged  in  the  performance  of  religious  ser- 
vices. The  labors  of  both  Messrs.  Hamilton  and  Bent  have  been 
greatly  blessed.  They  have  wrought  successfully  in  securing 
God*8  favor  in  the  conversion  of  a  large  number  of  the  unfor- 


BALTIMOBB  OOMMITTIBI.  161 

innate  men  who  were  placed  under  their  care.  They  have 
eetablished  a  library  in  the  camp,  in  which  are  some  very 
yaloable  books,  which  are  kept  in  constant  circulation  among 
the  men  under  the  chaplain's  supervision.  Instances  have  come 
to  our  knowledge  in  which  some  of  the  most  reckless  characters 
of  the  camp  were  converted  into  the  most  order-loving  and  reli- 
giously devoted  worshippers  of  the  chapel.  They  are  known  in 
their  habits  of  leaving  the  camp  and  seeking  the  solitude  of  the 
woods  for  prayer.  The  solitary  worshipper  has  been  surprised 
in  his  devotions  by  the  approach  of  a  comrade,  who  in  a  short 
time  was  succeeded  by  another  and  another,  all  in  search  of  a 
secluded  spot  for  prayer,  when  the  little  assembly  thus  formed 
has  followed  out  the  purpose  of  the  men  composing  it  by  enter- 
ing upon  the  services  of  religion  in  the  most  hearty  and  deter- 
mined manner. .  The  wilds  have  been  rendered  vocal  with  their 
prayers  and  songs  of  praise,  and  before  the  services  have  closed 
a  large  number  of  worshippers  were  in  attendance  and  the  most 
blessed  results  realized.  In  meetings  thus  accidentally  or  provi- 
dentially ordered,  mutual  pledges  have  been  made  of  faithful 
devotion  to  God's  service,  and  the  interchange  of  prayers  pro- 
mised by  the  friends  on  behalf  of  each  other. 

Camp  Tyler. 

The  condition  of  Camp  Tyler,  in  being  the  receptacle  of  re- 
covered stragglers  and  deserters,  was,  on  a  limited  scale,  similar 
to  that  of  Camp  Parole.  Under  the  discipline  of  General  Tyler 
a  reformation  was  effected  which  changed  entirely  the  character 
of  the  camp.  A  part  of  the  discipline  consisted  in  religious 
services,  supplied  by  the  Christian  Commission,  and  in  the  at- 
tendance upon  the  hospital  of  the  camp  of  Mrs.  Alph  Hyatt 
and  Mrs.  G.  S.  Griffith.  More  ladies  were  in  attendance  every 
day,  and  the  moral  influence  of  their  presence  and  conversation 
was  sufficient  to  restrain  the  men  from  the  outbreaks  and  vio- 
lence which  they  were  disposed  to  commit.  Colonel  Sangster, 
who  had  especial  charge  of  the  camp,  enforced  rigidly  and  kindly 
the  orders  of  General  Tyler,  and  was  successful  in  securing  the 
good  behavior  of  his  men,  outside  as  well  as  inside  the  camp 
mclosure.  Colonel  Sangster  frequently  acknowledged  his  obli- 
gations to  the  ladies  for  their  services,  and  declared  that  he 
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was  more  indebted  to  their  presence  and  example  than  to  any* 
thing  else  for  his  success. 

Hanoyer  Junction. 

One  of  the  busiest  and  most  successful  of  the  scenes  of  our 
labors  in  Maryland,  was  that  which  appeared  in  the  establish- 
ment of  a  mission  at  Hanover  Junction.  All  the  wounded  of 
both  armies  at  the  battle  of  Gettysburg,  as  they  were  able  to 
endure  transportation,  were  sent  to  the  several  hospitals  of  our 
district  and  to  others  in  the  Northern  States.  They  all  passed 
the  Junction,  where,  in  cars  provided  for  the  purpose,  Mrs.  Alph 
Hyatt,  Mrs.  Henry  Stockbridge,  Mrs.  Gosnell,  and  other  ladies, 
labored  for  several  weeks  in  providing  refreshments  for  the  suf- 
ferers. By  arrangement  with  the  otiicer  in  charge  of  the  depart- 
ment, the  trains  were  stopped  at  the  Junction,  each  containing 
from  three  hundred  to  eight  hundred  of  the  wounded,  some  of 
whom  were  very  badly  injured.  To  these  the  ladies  ministered 
in  the  distribution  of  such  hospital  stores  as  were  adapted  to 
their  condition.  Thousands  of  gallons  of  lemonade,  ginger- 
water,  coffee  and  tea,  with  soft  bread  and  biscuits,  were  distri- 
buted at  this  point,  and  many  were  the  blessings  that  were 
invoked  upon  them  for  their  kind  intervention.  Members  of  the 
Committee  have  been  present  and  assisted  in  their  benevolent 
work  when  large  numbers  were  in  transportation,  and  it  required 
great  activity  to  supply  them  all  with  the  refreshments,  which 
were  abundantly  provided  for  their  use. 

Other  Points  of  Service. 

At  the  corner  of  Pratt  Street  and  Central  Avenue,  the  depot 
of  the  Northern  Central  Railroad,  and  other  points  in  Balti- 
more, the  trains  containing  the  wounded  were  stopped,  while  the 
ladies  in  attendance,  assisted  by  their  gentlemen  friends,  supplied 
refreshments  to  all  on  board.  The  scenes  thus  daily  presented 
were  of  most  interesting  character.  Citizens  while  passing  along 
the  streets  were  attracted,  and  waited  in  large  numbers,  to  wit- 
ness the  process  by  which  the  hundreds  of  their  disabled  country- 
men were  refreshed  in  their  transit  from  the  battle-field  to  the 
hospital.    Ab  the  attendants  proceeded  along  the  trains  with 
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their  baskets  and  buckets,  the  hands  of  the  needy  men  were 
thrust  forward,  some  holding  out  tin-cups  and  canteens,  which 
they  desired  should  be  filled,  and  others  for  the  receipt  of  soft 
bread  and  biscuit,  sandwiched  with  sliced  ham,  tongue  and 
preserves. 

Order  of  the  Hospitals. 

The  order  of  all  the  hospitals  is  good.  The  men  who  are  con- 
valescing live  together  in  harmony,  and  seem  to  enjoy  pleasure 
in  each  other's  association.  They  amuse  themselves  in  various 
ways,  and  seem  like  little  communities  of  citizens,  whose  interest 
it  is  to  assist  each  other  and  to  show  personal  regard  for  each 
other's  comforts  and  enjoyments.  Under  the  directions  of  the 
chaplains,  religious  and  literary  exercises  are  conducted,  and  the 
best  of  feeling  appears  to  prevail  among  the  inmates  of  them  all. 

Ladies'  Eelief  Associations. 

Connected  with  every  hospital  is  a  ladies'  relief  association, 
to  which  is  intrusted  the  management  of  the  department  through 
which  the  sick  and  sufiering  are  afforded  the  attention  they  de- 
serve and  need,  in  the  preparation  of  such  articles  of  nourishing 
food  and  delicacies  as  are  grateful  to  the  afflicted.  The  presence 
and  services  of  the  ladies  present  a  home  appearance  to  the  hos- 
pital, and  induce  a  feeling  of  comfort  and  reliance  which  no  other 
agency  can  supply.  It  is  in  the  sacrifice  of  personal  comfort  and 
convenience  that  the  ladies  perform  this  much-needed  and  very 
desirable  service.  They  are  supplied  from  our  warehouse  with 
such  articles  as  we  can  provide.  The  daily  demand  for  stores 
has  to  this  time  been  met  by  us,  and  we  have  reason  to  hope 
that  we  shall  be  able  to  continue  the  work  as  long  as  there  may 
be  need  for  it. 

Appeals  of  Families. 
Now  that  the  number  of  patients  in  the  hospitals  is  diminish- 
ing, a  new  feature  of  our  Christian  work  appears  in  the  appeals 
presented  by  the  suffering  families  of  those  who  are  in  the  field 
doing  service  to  their  country.  In  large  numbers  the  wives 
and  children  of  the  soldiers  of  our  army  appear  before  us  ;  they 
are  destitute  and  in  a  condition  of  need  and  suffering,  and  must 
be  relieved.     The  ladies  have  associations  especially  for  this 
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purpose,  and  we  have  received  contributions  of  money  and  stores 
for  their  aid,  which  we  have  with  much  satisfaction  appropriated 
to  their  use.  The  demand  from  this  source  must  continue  to 
increase,  and  large  supplies  are  necessary  in  order  to  meet  it. 
A  kind  and  merciful  Providence  has  heretofore  wrought  the 
relief  in  proportion  to  the  emergency,  and  we  entertain  no  doubt 
whatever  that  such  will  be  the  case  in  the  future,  however 
increased  may  be  the  necessities  thus  produced. 

Christian  Asiociation. 

Our  Christian  Association,  which  now  consists  of  over  seventy 
members,  continues  to  perform  its  full  measure  of  service  to  our 
cause.  By  these  self-sacrificing  gentlemen,  all  the  hospitals  and 
camps  of  our  district  are  visited.  They  co-operate  with  chap- 
lains in  the  performance  of  such  services  as  are  admissible,  in 
the  holding  of  prayer-meetings,  in  conversations  with  the  sick  and 
convalescing,  and  in  the  distribution  of  tracts,  books,  religious 
papers,  &c.  The  meetings  of  this  association  are  held  monthly. 
They  are  of  a  most  interesting  character.  The  members  are 
divided  into  committees,  the  chairman  of  each  of  which  pre- 
sents either  a  written  or  verbal  report  of  his  labors  during  the 
past  month,  and  they  counsel  together  in  relation  to  the  best 
methods  of  pursuing  their  work.  In  some  instances,  most  inte- 
resting and  encouraging  details  of  events  are  made,  producing 
the  most  pleasant  feelings,  and  warming  up  the  hearts  of  the 
laborers  for  future  eflForts  in  their  work  of  love  on  behalf  of 
suffering  humanity. 

The  members  of  the  association  visit  the  families  of  the  sol- 
diers \\ho  are  in  the  field,  and  minister  to  their  spiritual  and 
temporal  necessities  as  opportunities  are  afibrded.  This  body  of 
colaborers  with  the  Christian  Commission  has  done  great  ser- 
vice to  our  cause.  Many  of  the  members  are  clergymen,  and 
all  of  them  are  members  of  religious  societies  and  professors  of 
religion.  They  are  all,  therefore,  capable  of  performing  the 
work  assigned  them.  The  fruits  of  their  labors  are  the  testi- 
monials or  their  usefulness.  Those  fruits  are  to  be  witnessed 
not  only  in  the  hospitals  and  camps,  but  in  every  part  of  our 
city  where  suffering  humanity  is  callmg  for  their  presence  and 
assistance. 
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Eeligioas  Meetings. 

It  were  impossible  for  us  to  ascertain  the  number  of  meetings 
for  religious  purposes  that  have  been  held  by  our  delegates  and 
other  colaborers.  Every  day  and  night  these  meetings  take 
place,  either  in  hospitals  or  camps,  or  in  churches,  school-houses 
and  dwelling-houses  of  the  city  and  its  vicinity.  The  effects  of 
these  meetings  are  visible  in  the  evil  they  are  the  means  of  over- 
ruling, and  the  good  conduct  and  character  they  are  inducing. 

Public  Meetings. 

A  public  meeting  was  held  at  Light  Street  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church,  Baltimore,  on  the  80th  of  April,  the  fast  day  ap- 
pointed by  the  President  of  the  United  States.  A  second  pub- 
lic meeting  took  place  on  the  t3ih  of  August,  the  day  of  thanks- 
giving appointed  by  the  President.  This  meeting  was  held  in 
the  Central  Presbyterian  Church,  corner  of  Saratoga  and  Lib- 
erty Streets.  A  third  meeting  was  held  on  the  26th  of  Novem- 
ber, the  last  Thanksgiving  day.  This  meeting  took  place  in  the 
Light  Street  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  All  the  meetings 
thus  appointed  were  successful  in  their  labors  and  results.  The 
churches  in  which  they  were  held  were  crowded  to  overflowing, 
and  great  interest  was  manifested  in  all  their  exercises.  They 
were  emphatically  Union  praybe-mbetings,  and  we  do  not  doubt 
that  the  great  cause  we  have  in  hand  of  ministering  to  the  relief 
of  the  suffering  occasioned  by  the  war  was  rendered  more  popu- 
lar among  our  people,  and  more  successful  through  their  agency. 

Belief  for  the  Union  Prisoners  at  Bichmond. 

Several  hundred  boxes  of  substantial  stores  have  been  sent 
from  our  warehouse  to  the  Union  prisoners  at  Richmond.  We 
have  been  enabled,  by  the  consent  of  the  officers  of  the  depart- 
ments of  both  the  army  lines,  to  conduct  correspondence  with 
prisoners,  from  whom  we  have  learned  of  their  necessities  and  of 
the  relief  we  have  afforded  them.  Our  stores  have  been  received 
and  acknowledged ;  while  at  the  same  time  we  hav^  been  in- 
formed of  the  failure  of  other  efforts  in  a  similar  service.  Our 
Christian  flag  is  the  Banner  of  the  Cross.  It  would  wave  in  its 
mission  of  hope  and  love  over  peaceful  and  prosperous  nations ; 
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but  if  men  will  rebel  against  authority,  and  resist  each  other  to 
violence  and  blood,  its  white  folds  must  be  unfurled  over  the 
laborers  that  hasten  to  the  relief  of  the  stricken,  and  minister 
in  the  supply  of  the  necessities  alike  of  both  body  and  soul. 

While  the  Banner  shall  be  respected,  our  work  shall  be  pros- 
perous. Should  respect  for  it  cease,  deplorable  must  be  the  con- 
dition of  barbarism  and  intolerance  to  which  we  must  be  re- 
duced. May  it  ever  float  in  its  beauty  above  us,  and  may  we, 
though  all  unworthy,  ever  share  in  the  benefits  of  its  protection. 

ConclasioiL 

We  may  certainly  say  that,  with  confidence  in  view  of  the 
success  of  Christian  enterprise,  "Hitherto  the  Lord  hath  helped 
us."  And  we  may  trust  with  equal  confidence  to  His  merciful 
and  beneficent  providence  for  our  future  support.  We  doubt 
not  that  we  shall  be  sustained,  and  that,  as  we  need  them,  friends 
will  be  raised  up  to  assist  us.  Heretofore,  according  to  our 
necessities  have  been  the  supplies,  and  we  feel  assured  that  such 
will  be  the  realization  of  the  future.  It  is  God's  work,  and  He 
will  direct  and  aid  in  its  accomplishment.  His  is  the  gift  of  the 
will ;  His  the  gift  of  ability  to  work,  and  the  success  that  crowns 
it.     To  Him  be  the  glory. 

Respectfully  submitted.' 

J.  N.  McJiLTON, 
Secretary  of  the  Committee  of  Maryland. 

From  Bey.  G.  E.  Bent. 

Camp  Parolk,  Martlahd, 
Nbar  Annapolis,  January  1st,  1864. 

When  I  arrived  at  Camp  Parole,  I  found  the  Rev.  S.  P.  Mer- 
rill, a  successful  delegate  of  the  United  States  Christian  Com- 
mission from  Carlton,  Orleans  County,  N.  Y.  Brother  Merrill 
had  preceded  me  four  days.  Much  interest  had  been  excited 
among  the  men  as  a  result  of  his  labors ;  some  had  been  re- 
claimed. Meetings  were  held  on  the  Sabbath  p.  m.  Bible 
class  in  the  morning,  prayer-meeting  or  preaching  in  the  even- 
ing; also,' prayer-meetings  some  three  evenings  in  the  week. 
However,  everything  seemed  unsettled.  We  had  only  a  small 
oflSce  and  store-room  in  the  officers*  barracks. 

Quarters  were  given  us  by  Colonel  Root,  commanding  the 
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poet,  who,  by  the  way,  as  a  Christian  gentleman,  has  done  all  in 
his  power  to  faror  ns  in  our  work  of  love.  Lieutenant  Stevens, 
5th  Maine  Volunteers — God  bless  the  man — although  not  a  pro- 
fessing Christian,  has,  with  all  the  officers  in  the  barracks,  lent 
a  helping  hand.  Now,  we  have  quarters,  five  rooms,  office, 
store-room,  delegates*  room,  and  two  rooms  for  my  family. 
Colonel  Root  gave  the  order,  and  the  men  went  to  work  with 
goodwill  to  prepare  our  home.  For  a  number  of  days  I  could 
give  but  a  part  of  my  time  to  the  work  by  personal  effort.  This 
seems  to  }>e  the  secret  of  success  in  this  camp,  as  in  all  others 
where  I  have  labored. 

The  Change  of  Camp. — The  old  camp  had  the  reputation  of 
being  filthy  and  undesirable,  and  I  suppose  justly  so.  But  the 
sanitary  condition  of  the  camp  has  changed.  Now  the  buildings 
are  regular,  look  neat  and  clean,  and  are  ample  for  all  the 
men.  The  police  guard  keep  the  ground  through  the  camp  free 
from  all  filth.  The  streets,  the  pumps,  the  buildings,  all  look 
inviting.  In  fact  Camp  Parole,  with  its  reforms,  its  kind  and 
prompt  officers,  is  a  very  desirable  place.  And  as  a  result  of 
the  efforts  put  forth  even  in  the  past  few  weeks,  the  observing 
ones  say  the  camp  presents  a  different  moral  face. 

The  first  meeting  I  attended,  three  men  rose  for  prayer  at  its 
close.  We  at  once  decided  to  have  meetings  every  evening  in 
the  week,  and  we  found  the  numbers  increase  of  those  who 
desired  salvation.  Once  as  many  as  eleven  came  forward,  and 
many  young  men  who  came  here  unconverted  are  brought  to 
Christ,  and  backsliders  are  reclaimed  from  their  wanderings,  re- 
joicing as  returned  prodigals,  while  many  are  anxious  and 
resolve  to  become  Christians.  Since  the  meetings  commenced, 
scarcely  a  day  or  evening  has  passed  that  dicjp  not  witness  some 
interesting  scene  in  our  office.  Men  come  after  the  evening 
meetings  to  be  prayed  for  and  instructed  in  the  way  of  life. 

Christmas  Eve  a  man  came  to  the  office,  named  Fisher :  his 
burden  of  sin  was  heavy ;  he  could  not  leave  till  blessed.  After 
instruction  imparted  and  many  earnest  prayers  offered,  the  man 
found  peace.  I  never  saw  a  more  happy  change.  Truly  he  went 
on  his  way  rejoicing, — all  things  had  become  new ;  he  walked 
the  room  and  clapped  his  hands,  declaring  all  things  praised 
God.     And  so  with  a  young  man  from  Massachusetts,  named 
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Squires,  of  good  education  and  fine  social  qualities.  He  was  con- 
victed, and  remained  for  days  seeking.  But  one  evening,  after 
meeting,  in  the  ofSce,  he  found  peace  of  mind,  and  now  rejoices 
in  hope  of  the  glory  of  God.  How  that  mother's  heart  will  re- 
joice, and  the  father  look  down  from  his  heavenly  home  and 
minister  to  the  strength  and  joy  of  the  son's  heart !  There  is 
joy  in  heaven  when  a  sinner  repenteth. 

Our  meetings  (January  6th)  still  continue  most  interesting. 
Last  evening  three  young  men  rose  to  ask  our  prayers,  and  this 
evening  two.  One  young  man,  after  meeting,  told  me  he  would 
be  a  Christian,  and  promised  to  pray  before  retiring.  Weeping, 
he  promised,  and  he  will  do  it.  A  score  of  young  men  stood  up 
and  thanked  God  that  they  came  to  Camp  Parole,  to  be  brought 
under  the  influence  of  the  Christian  Commission. 

A  young  man  named  Silverwood  said,  in  making  the  second 
charge  on  the  rebels  at  Vicksburg,  in  storming  the  works,  where 
only  thirty  out  of  five  hundred  men  got  inside,  "  I  knew  if  I 
was  killed  I  should  be  lost,  and  I  was  a  good  Catholic,  as  my 
father  was  before  me,  and  there,*'  said  he,  "I  promised  God  if 
He  would  spare  me,  I  would  serve  Him ;  and  I  was  spared,  and 
came  to  Camp  Parole  to  give  my  heart  to  Christ ;  and  now  I  am 
happy,  and  will  serve  God  as  long  as  I  live." 

A  Christian  Association  has  been  organized  for  mutual  im- 
provement, and  to  help  each  other  in  the  service  of  God.  Sixty- 
six  members  at  the  present  time ;  twenty  more  want  to  join 
now.  The  enterprise  has  been  productive  of  much  good.  We 
have  a  circulating  library,  which  enables  the  men  to  pass  away 
many  lonely  hours.  I  have  heard  nothing  but  eulogies  on  the 
Uniti  1  States  Christian  Commission.  The  records  of  eternity 
will  revucil  gloriou% results.  With  faith  in  our  efibrts  and  patience 
for  our  reward,  we  labor  and  wait. 

We  have  a  fine  store-room,  and  have  distributed  in  the  month 
from  it : 

Scriptures,  Testaments  and  Bibles,         .         .         •  152 

Hymns  and  Psalms, 389 

Soldiers'  books, 2,680 

Bound  volumes, 10 

Pages  of  tracts, 16,870 
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Papers, 2,356 

Pamphlets, 9 

One  Bible  class  has  been  held,  thirty-six  letters  written,  and 
aid  given  to  one  hundred  sick  and  wounded  soldiers. 

In  the  month  of  December,  1863,  twelve  meetings  for  preach- 
ing, thirty-seven  for  prayer,  and  six  funeral  services,  were  held. 

The  above  has  been  a  small  part  of  our  work.  Personal  effort 
has  been  greatly  blessed,  and  much  of  it  been  put  forth. 

The  suffering  of  our  men  while  prisoners  can  never  be  writ- 
ten. S.  Chatfield,  Company  E,  1st  Mounted  Rifles,  New  York, 
said  he  saw  six  poor  fellows  who  were  wasted  by  hunger  and 
chilled  with  cold,  for  one  dollar  procure  a  ^all  stick  of  wood, 
eat  it  in  pieces  and  make  a  fire  of  it,  and  sit  down  to  get  a  little 
heat.  When  it  had  gone  out,  one  poor  fellow  leaned  over  the 
place  where  the  fire  had  been ;  he  put  his  face  in  his  hands,  and 
in  the  morning  was  found  dead  in  that  position.  And  men  are 
buried  there  from  a  box  in  which  their  bodies  are  put,  carried 
to  the  grave  and  rolled  from  it  into  the  hole  in  the  sand ;  the 
same  boxes  being  used  till  worn  out.  All  the  religious  reading 
distributed  is  from  the  North.  The  Christian  Commission  has 
the  credit  of  sending  books  and  papers  to  our  prisoners.  Many 
men  who  hear  the  Gospel  here,  say  they  have  been  deprived  of 
sach  a  blessing  for  months.  One  young  man  in  the  hospital, 
when  asked  if  he  would  go  to  the  chapel,  gladly  consented,  saying, 
he  had  not  listened  to  preaching  for  two  years.  He  listened, 
and  was  comforted  and  blessed,  and  so  it  has  been. 

Mr.  Merrill  writes :  "  We  are  at  the  place  where  all  the  pa- 
roled men  come  from  their  prison-life,  which  has  been  especially 
trying.  Men  come  here  so  weak  from  starvation  and  inac- 
tion, owing  to  the  great  number  crowded  together  in  Richmond 
prisons,  that  if  they  stumble  in  walking  they  fall  helpless  to 
the  ground,  oftentimes  cutting  and  bruising  themselves  severely, 
all  from  sheer  exhaustion.  The  men  usually  arrive  here  desti- 
tute of  clothing,  more  or  less,  as  well  as  of  money  and  strength. 
Large  bodies  move  slowly,  so  that  some  days  would  naturally 
elapse  before  the  men  can  be  provided  for  with  clothing  and  pay 
from  the  Government.  Meantime,  afilicted  as  many  of  them  are 
with  chronic  diseases,  they  would  sink  from  continued  exposura. 
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Without  money,  too,  they  are  unable  to  procure  even  the  mate- 
rial for  writing  to  their  friends  at  home,  who,  if  they  knew, 
would  gladly  supply  them.  It  was  precisely  this  work  your 
Commission  was  enabled  to  do  at  the  late  arrival  of  our  paroled 
men.  Every  one  received  paper  and  envelopes ;  lead-pencils 
were  cut  up  and  given  as  far  as  they  went.  The  men  were 
urged  to  write  home  to  tell  the  good  news  of  their  safety. 
Newspapers  were  distributed  till  they  were  fully  supplied,  and 
to  these  men,  immured,  as  they  had  been,  for  from  three  months 
to  a  year,  anything  was  news.  Many  of  the  men — indeed,  I  may 
Bay  all  of  them — were  covered  with  vermin,  for  they  say  *'  Belle 
Isle  is  as  lively  as  an  ant-hill  with  them."  I  distributed  Castile 
soap  in  little  bits  to  them,  that  it  might  go  the  farther,  men  the 
while  holding  their  hands  under  the  cakes  to  catch  any  grains 
that  might  fall.  The  few  towels  I  had  I  distributed  to  those  who 
said  they  would  share  with  from  five  to  ten. 

Something  like  thirty-five  of  these  men  were  brought  to  Camp 
Parole  Hospital,  and,  through  the  agency  of  the  Christian  Com- 
mission, are  now  enjoying  the  luxury  of  warm  woollen  shirts, 
which  the  jsurgeons  say  are  better  for  them  than  medicines,  to 
recruit  their  wasted  energies.  The  men  are  high  in  praise  of 
our  good  work,  and  say  they  shall  thank  the  Commission  all 
their  lives  for  the  aid,  so  precious,  because  so  timely. 

The  Government  needs  men  to  finish  up  the  war,  and  has  its 
officers  to  recruit  men  for  the  service.  It  has  its  commissary 
and  quartermaster  departments.  Its  hospitals  afford  comfort  to 
the  sick  and  wounded  men,  patriots.  The  Sanitary  Commission 
has  poured  its  wealth  into  the  arms  of  the  Government  through 
its  agents  at  the  various  points  of  distribution.  In  the  develop- 
ment of  our  resources  the  world  stands  astonished.  The  strong 
arm  of  the  Government  has  new  elements  of  strength  added  con- 
stantly, and  one  not  insignificant  is  the  wealth  and  energy  of  the 
United  States  Christian  Commission.  We  not  only  give  com- 
fort to  all  who  call,  but  we  go  out  into  the  highways  and  hedges, 
and  compel  men  to  come  in.  The  delegates  encourage  men  to 
re-enlist.  Seven  or  eight  men  told  me  yesterday  that  the  Com- 
mission was  such  a  source  of  pleasure  that  scores  and  hundreds 
would  re-enlist  now  who  would  not  have  thought  of  it  before 
having  such  comfort  brought  to  them.     Ten  more  told  me  this 
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morning  that  they  know  God  has  blessed  the  Commission  all 
through  the  army  in  doing  great  good.  Here  are  the  voices  of 
praise  from  Virginia,  Maryland,  Tennessee,  Kentucky,  South 
Carolina;  from  the  thousands  of  homes  made  glad  by  your 
efforts,  hospitals  made  desirable  by  your  delegates,  and  the 
feunishing  sons  of  the  North  and  South  fed  by  your  bounty. 

Parole  Camp  is  now  rejoicing  in  these  influences.  But  the 
end  will  come.  Peace  must  follow.  This  whole  generation  will 
pass  away.  The  silence  of  ages  may  succeed.  But  the  stillness 
will  be  broken  at  last  by  the  archangel's  trumpet.  Then,  when 
thfe  long  line  of  patriarchs,  prophets,  apostles,  martyrs,  and  just 
men  made  perfect,  shall  present  themselves  to  hear  from  the 
Master  the  glad  welcome,  "  Well  done,  good  and  faithful  ser- 
vants, enter  yp  into  the  joy  of  your  Lord,*'  prominent  amongst 
them  will  appear  the  oflScers  and  delegates  of  the  Christian 
Commission. 

Gilbert  R.  Bent, 

Agent  for  United  States  Christian  Commission. 

Thus  Parole  Camp,  though  near  Annapolis,  and  intimately 
connected  with  the  Annapolis  agency,  has  been  provided  for  by 
a  distinct  arrangement,  with  Rev.  G.  R.  Bent  in  charge. 

The  Annapolis  Agency. 

Annapolis  by  itself  is  a  large  field,  abundant  in  work  and 
peculiar  in  interest.  Its  immense  national  Naval  School  esta- 
blishment,— professors'  houses,  offices,  rooms,  chapel,  and  all,— 
is  one  vast  hospital,  with  cots  for  three  thousand  pupils  in  the 
school  of  patience  and  suffering  for  the  sake  of  the  nation.  Its 
college, — St.  John's, — also  devoted  to  the  same  purpose  of  new 
national  education,  as  a  school  for  martyr-patriots ;  and  its  CoL 
lege  Green  Barracks,  a  receiving  camp,  where  frequently  twelve 
hundred  men  at  a  time  have  been  quartered.  These,  if  there  was 
nothing  about  them  different  from  other  hospitals  and  barracks 
of  similar  extent,  would  afford  work  to  enlist  the  hearts  and 
hands  of  the  generous  and  strong. 

To  these  all,  however,  must  be  added  one  feature  far  abore 
the  ordinary  plane  of  interest  in  hospitals  and  barracks.     An- 
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napolis  is  the  landing-place  of  all  our  paroled  men  from  the 
prisons  of  Richmond.  College  Green  Barracks  is  the  receiving 
camp.  Here  they  come  direct  from  Libby,  Castle  Thunder,  the 
Tobacco  Warehouses,  and  Belle  Island,  in  filth  and  rags,  and 
worse.  The  Government  has  ample  arrangements  for  washing, 
purifying,  clothing  anew,  and  appeasing  the  ravenous  appetite 
first  of  all  when  they  land. 

Then,  however,  home  is  remembered  afresh,  and  must  be  ap- 
prised of  the  happy  release  by  letter ;  and  for  this  the  stationary 
and  services  if  need  be  of  the  delegate  of  the  Christian  Com- 
mission are  in  especial  demand.  The  mental  appetite,  released 
from  the  long  prison-famine,  craves  something  to  read,  calling 
again  upon  the  Commission  for  supply.  And  religious  privi- 
leges, all  the  more  precious  by  reason  of  many  months*  utter 
deprivation,  are  welcomed  and  sought  as  only  such  men  can 
welcome  and  seek  them. 

Those  who  are  not  well  enough  to  be  sent  out  to  Camp  Parole, 
are  sent  into  the  hospitals  for  the  benefit  of  medical  treatment 
and  kind  nursing,  where  they  again  are  in  position  to  receive 
such  comforts — furnished  by  the  Commission — from  the  hands 
of  the  ladies,  as  the  surgeons  advise.  Shut  out  from  all  the 
relief  and  comfort  we  would  gladly  have  sent  to  them,  if  pos- 
sible, in  prison,  the  only  satisfaction  we  can  have  is  that  of 
meeting  their  wants  instantly  and  fully  when  they  are  released. 

To  meet  more  perfectly  the  wants  of  Annapolis,  at  the  solici- 
tation of  the  excellent  surgeon  in  charge.  Dr.  Vanderkieft,  last 
autumn,  Rev.  I.  0.  Sloan,  as  soon  as  released  from  Gettysburg 
and  suflBciently  recovered  from  exhaustion,  was  placed  in  charge, 
as  will  be  seen  by  his  own  appended  report. 
>  Through  all  the  preceding  months  of  the  year,  delegates  had 
been  sent  from  time  to  time  to  aid  Chaplain  Henries  in  his 
immense  parish, — the  Naval  School  Hospital, — and  also  Chap- 
lain Hammond,  of  St.  John's  College  Hospital,  and  to  do  what 
they  could  in  College  Green  Barracks. 

Supplies  were  sent  to  the  noble  ladies  of  Annapolis,  Mrs. 
Governor  Bradford,  Mrs.  Judge  Cochrane,  and  their  associates, 
to  aid  them  in  their  unwearied  efibrts  to  relieve  and  restore  to 
health  the  wounded  from  the  battle-fields,  and  the  sufferers  from 
Richmond. 
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Before  irar  times,  and  before  the  Naval  School  was  turned  into 
a  hospital,  while  it  yet  flourished  in  this  its  ancient  seat  on  the 
waters  of  the  Chesapeake  Bay  as  a  school  for  the  navy,  it  had  a 
chapel, — in  architecture  a  commodious  church, — ornamented  in 
front  with  imposing  columns.  But  the  sad  necessities  of  war 
soon  stripped  it  bare  as  a  barn  for  hospital  purposes ;  and  bad 
taste,  not  to  say  anything  worse,  degraded  it  to  a  pest-house. 
The  chaplain,  however,  obtained  its  restoration,  and  renovated 
it  with  whitewash  and  paint*  To  furnish  it  anew  he  applied  to 
the  Christian  Commission,  and  through  its  influence  enlisted 
Miss  O'Neil  and  her  friends  in  Philadelphia,  who,  at  several 
hundred  dollars  expense,  supplied  settees  and  cushions  for  the 
chapel,  a  sofa  for  the  pulpit,  and  everything  complete.  Then 
when  Christmas  approached,  Miss  O'Neil's  brother-in-law,  Mr. 
Ome,  secured  and  supplied  a  fine  Christmas  dinner  for  the  hun- 
dreds of  men  in  the  hospital. 

And  here  let  it  be  noted  that  nothing  of  all  this  has  been 
added  in  with  the  figures  embodied  in  our  tabular  statements 
and  general  summary.  These  and  other  like  things,  if  included, 
would  greatly  swell  the  various  amounts. 

The  following  letter  from  Rev.  I,  0.  Sloan  will  give  some 
idea  of  the  work  during  the  later  months  of  the  year : 

Annapolis,  Md.,  January  1st,  1864. 

Geo.  H.  Stuart,  Esq. 

In  October  last,  now  a  little  more  than  two  months,  I  arrived 
at  Annapolis,  and  engaged  in  the  work  of  the  Christian  Com- 
mission. At  this  place  all  paroled  and  exchanged  prisoners  are 
received  from  Richmond.  The  men  on  their  arrival  are  sent, 
according  to  their  condition,  to  the  several  places  established  here 
for  their  accommodation  and  medical  treatment  by  the  Govern- 
ment. The  sick  and  wounded  are  received  into  the  hospitals. 
At  Annapolis  there  are  two :  Division  Hospital  No.  1,  occupy- 
ing the  buildings  of  the  Naval  School.  This  is  in  charge  of 
Surgeon  B.  A.  Vanderkieft.  And  Division  Hospital  No.  2,  at 
St.  John's  College,  in  charge  of  Surgeon  G.  B.  Parker.  Those 
who  are  well  are  received,  first  to  be  supplied  with  clothing,  at 
College  Green  Barracks,  and  then  at  Camp  Parole.  At  each 
of  these  points  some  aid  has  been  rendered  by  the  Christian 
Commission.     But  the  labor  of  the  delegates  has  chiefly  been 


174  UNITED   STATES  CHRISTIAN  COMMISSION. 

directed  to  Camp  Parole,  and  the  Naval  School  Hospital,  these 
places  having  by  far  the  largest  number  of  men.  My  time  has 
been  spent  almost  entirely  at  the  Naval  School  Hospital.  I 
have  occasionally  visited  the  other  places,  and  supplied  them 
with  stores. 

I  have  found  constant  work  at  this  post,  but,  like  all  my  en- 
deavors to  relieve  and  comfort  the  suffering  among  those  fight- 
ing to  crush  this  wicked  rebellion,  it  has  afforded  pleasure  and 
an  ever-present  reward.  We  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  many 
boxes  of  supplies, — in  all,  I  think,  over  one  hundred  and  fifty, 
large  and  small.  The  contents  embraced  almost  every  variety 
of  gifts  for  the  comfort  of  our  suffering  men. 

The  prompt  and  liberal  response  to  our  calls  for  aid  upon  the 
Commission,  on  the  arrival  of  our  emaciated  and  starved  com- 
rades from  Richmond,  has  convinced  all  among  us,  as  well  as 
elicited  the  praise  of  all,  that  our  noble  organization  is  not 
wanting  in  earnest  effort  and  ability  to  relieve  the  wants  of  our 
soldiers  at  any  and  every  point.  Several  boat-loads  of  our  pri- 
soners from  Richmond  have  arrived  since  I  have  been  here. 
At  each  arrival,  I  have  been  on  the  boat  and  assisted  in  their 
removal.  October  29th,  one  hundred  and  eighty  arrived ;  of  this 
number  several  were  dead  when  the  boat  reached  the  wharf. 
We  need  not  describe  the  condition  of  these  men.  It  has  been 
sufficiently  noted  in  the  papers  ;  and  some  may  be  incredulous 
of  all  that  has  been  written  about  the  appearance  and  condition 
of  those  who  arrived  at  this  date,  and  of  the  succeeding  arrival, 
on  the  18th  of  November.  But  the  accounts  scarcely  picture 
the  reality.  Very  many  have  gone  to  the  grave.  The  cause 
can  be  attributed  to  nothing  else  but  starvation.  Poor  boys ! 
Noble  young  men  many  of  them  !  We  have  wept  at  the  sight 
And  we  have  thanked  God,  over  and  over  again,  that  we  have 
such  brave,  patriotic,  noble  men  in  our  land !  Their  cheerful- 
ness surprises  us.  There  is  no  complaining, — no  regret  that 
they  came  to  the  army.  Even  where  men  are  without  limbs, 
having  lost  them  in  battle,  the  expression  of  all  is,  "  I  wish  I 
was  able  to  be  in  my  regiment.*'  With  such  "boys"  who  will 
be  disheartened  about  the  result  of  this  contest  ?  In  the  strength 
of  God,  we  shall  conquer  this  rebellion.  We  have  never  yet 
doubted  in  regard  to  the  final  issue.     I  find  in  my  note-book 
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many  incidents  of  touching  interest,  gathered  while  visiting 
through  the  different  wards.  It  would  make  my  report  too 
lengthy  to  give  you  all  I  have  noted  down.  The  heart  knoweth 
its  own  bitterness.  A  stranger  to  any  crushing  sorrow  occa* 
sioned  by  the  loss  of  sons,  husbands  and  brothers  in  this  war, 
can  scarcely  enter  into  the  feelings  of  those  who  have  been  thus 
sorely  bereaved.  It  is  when  affliction  invades  the  home-circle, 
and  each  member  feels  that  a  tie  is  broken,  and  a  beloved  rela- 
tive has  gone,  never  to  come  again  on  earth,  with  his  familiar 
voice  and  presence,  to  cheer  and  brighten  that  home,  that  we 
can  appreciate  and  understand  the  grief  of  others.  Yesterday, 
I  stood  by  the  side  of  a  young  man  from  Espyville,  Crawford 
County,  Pa.,  who  was  rapidly  nearing  the  grave.  He  was  one 
of  the  starved  ones  that  came  from  Richmond.  I  had  just  sent 
a  telegram  to  his  father,  informing  him  of  his  low  condition, 
and  saying,  at  his  son's  request,  to  come  on  immediately.  A 
kind  lady  from  Boston,  Miss  Clark,  who  came  to  do  what  she 
could  to  relieve  the  sufferings  of  the  patients,  was  present, 
anxious  to  prolong  life,  and  seeking  to  supply  the  place  of  a 
mother  or  sister.  Unexpectedly  his  father  came  into  the  room. 
He  had  come  expecting  to  find  him  able  to  go  home.  With  this 
in  view,  he  had  applied  and  obtained  the  grant  of  a  furlough  for 
him.  But  the  heart  was  stricken  and  overwhelmed  with  grief 
and  disappointment,  when  he  came  to  the  couch  of  his  suffering, 
dying  boy.  He  came,  not  as  he  fondly  hoped,  to  take  him 
home,  full  of  life  and  recovered  health,  but  to  return  with  only 
the  lifeless  remains.  He  died  last  night.  But  there  was  conso- 
lation to  the  father  in  his  death.  Jesus  was  the  hope  and  com- 
fort of  that  much-loved  son  in  the  hour  of  death.  The  father 
felt  that  his  boy, — his  youngest, — was  at  rest,  and  that  beyond 
the  shores  of  time  he  should  see  him  again.  Now,  to  the 
believer,  hard  as  it  is,  in  all  this  terrible  war,  to  lose  friends, 
what  a  consolation  to  know,  when  sacrificed  on  the  altar  of  their 
country,  they  have  gone  to  the  bright  realms  of  eternal  peace ! 
Life  is  short.  But  life  has  its  duties,  and  none,  next  to  those 
we  owe  to  God,  are  more  pressing  and  binding  on  us  than  loyalty 
and  sacrifices  for  our  country.  And  while  we  perform  these, 
let  us  never  forget  that  our  life  beyond  time  ends  not,  and  our 
highest  welfare  and  happiness  centres  there.     The  hundreds  of 
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noble  young  men, — brothers  and  sons, — who  have  fallen  on  the 
battle-field,  or  in  the  hospitals,  and  whose  loss  has  cast  a  gloom 
over  many  a  happy  household,  if  they  have  died  in  the  Chris- 
tian's faith,  they  are  not  lost.  Though  suddenly  cut  off,  they 
have  only  given  up  this  short,  weary,  changing  life,  for  a  bright, 
peaceful  immortality !  Viewing  death  in  this  light,  we  were 
not  surprised  to  hear  the  father  of  him  whose  case  we  have 
described,  say,  "  I  would  rather  be  going  home  with  the  cold, 
inanimate  body  of  my  son,  than  to  see  him  as  I  have  seen  some 
since  I  have  been  here, — reeling  and  tossing  under  the  influence 
of  liquor,  and  pouring  out  horrid  oaths.**  And  why?  Because 
it  would  be  but  a  little  while  before  father  and  son  would  meet 
again  on  the  banks  of  eternal  life.  And  there  is  no  parting 
there. 
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Eeport  of  the  Washing^n  Committee  of  the  TTnited  States 
Christian  Commission. 

This  city  has  been  the  centre  from  which  has  gone  forth  a 
stream  of  healing  influences.  The  delegates,  on  their  way  to 
and  from  the  army,  spend  a  few  days  here;  and  when  broken 
down  by  labor  in  the  field,  return  for  a  few  days'  rest,  which, 
however,  are  usually  spent  in  doing  good  among  the  numerous 
hospitals  in  and  around  the  city.  In  this  way  a  great  amount 
of  labor  has  been  performed,  of  which  no  record  has  been  kept, 
and  no  tabular  statement  could  give  an  adequate  idea  of  it. 

Tlio  rooms  so  kindly  and  freely  granted  by  the  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association  were  vacated  on  the  1st  of  October,  the 
owner  compelling  the  Association  to  leave. 

A  great  difficulty  was  experienced  in  procuring  suitable  rooms 
for  the  use  of  the  Commission,  and  the  best  that  could  be  done 
was  to  rent  a  dwelling-house,  which  answers  admirably  for  an 
oflice  and  rooms  for  the  delegates,  and  which  has  sometimes 
accommodated  fifteen  men  at  once. 

A  cheap  but  ample  warehouse  was  built  alongside,  and  thus 
our  wants  were  met  and  supplied. 

There  has  been  very  cordial  co-operation  between  the  mission- 
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ary  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  and  the  delegates, 
in  supplying  the  local  field,  a  sketch  of  which  has  been  prepared 
by  the  Rev.  0.  P.  Pitcher,  the  missionary. 

We  are  now  maturing  plans  for  the  more  perfect  development 
of  this  most  interesting  field,  by  securing  a  ministerial  or  lay 
brother  to  take  charge  of  each  encampment,  who  will  report 
monthly.  Already  several  points  are  thus  supplied.  Rev.  Dr. 
Tostin  has  charge  of  one  lot  of  barracks,  where  he  preaches  to 
the  men,  distributes  reading  matter,  visits  the  sick,  supplies 
their  wants,  and  does  them  all  the  good  he  can.  Rev.  A. 
Eberlin,  a  young  Lutheran,  has  charge  of  another,  and  so  on. 
The  hospitals,  twenty-two  in  number,  are  well  supplied  with 
chaplains,  who  get  their  regular  supplies  of  reading  matter  from 
the  Commission,  and  faithfully  attend  to  its  distribution.  As  a 
class,  our  chaplains  are  worthy  of  all  confidence,  and  any  aid  in 
our  power  is  most  cheerfully  rendered  them.  The  regular  hos- 
pitals are  so  well  supplied  with  all  reasonable  comforts,  that 
very  little  is  required  by  them;  but  what  little  is  required  is 
furnished  through  a  reliable  channel.  The  front  and  outside 
hospitals  need  and  receive  most. 

Many  of  the  men  composing  the  Invalid  Corps  have  required 
extra  under-clothing,  which  has  always  been  furnished  when 
we  were  satisfied  of  the  merits  of  the  case. 


Camp  Convalescent. 

Tliis  camp,  as  its  name  implies,  is  the  place  where  disabled 
men  are  gathered  and  cared  for  during  the  period  of  their  con- 
valescence. 

As  soon  as  they  get  strong  enough  to  leave  their  hospitals, 
they  are  brought  here  to  regain  a  state  of  health  that  will 
enable  them  to  join  their  regiments.  It  may  be  called  "  Camp 
Convalescent"  in  the  highest  sense  and  best  meaning  of  that 
term,  for  thousands  of  soldiers  are  here  found  convalescent  in 
soul  as  well  as  in  body. 

" This  very  spot,"  said  a  soldier  the  other  day,  "which  used 
to  be  called  '  Camp  Misery,*  has  been  to  me  '  Camp  Paradise/ 
for  He  that  loved  me  and  gave  himself  for  me,  hath  '  put  a  new 
song  in  my  mouth,  even  praise  unto  our  God.*  " 
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A  wonderful  work  of  grace  has  been  in  progress  at  this  camp 
throughout  the  entire  year.  More  than  ono  thousand  men,  at 
the  lowest  estimate — some  well  informed  say  over  four  thou- 
sand— have  here  been  renewed  in  heart  and  life  during  the  year 
just  closed.  I 

Chapel  Enlargements. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year,  our  chapel  in  this  place  was  a 
canvas  tent;  a  large  one,  indeed,  but  not  large  enough  for  the 
congregation  that  daily  crowded  within  and  around  its  elastic 
walls.  In  the  month  of  April  last  this  gave  place  to  a  substan- 
tial wooden  structure,  with  sittings  for  some  five  hundred  men, 
erected  by  the  soldiers  from  materials  furnished  by  the  Christian 
Commission. 

In  a  little  time  this  was  filled  uncomfortably  full,  and  more 
room  was  called  for.  ^^j Church  extension!  Church  extension!** 
cried  the  boys.  '^  Give  us  at  least  a  place  to  stand,  that  we  may 
hear  the  word  of  the  Lord."  The  chapel  was  then  enlarged  on 
three  sides,  and  made  capable  of  holding  one  thousand  persons. 
The  increase  in  attendance  has  well-nigh  kept  pace  with  the 
increase  in  chapel  accommodation. 

Chapel  Services. 

These  are  regularly  and  promptly  observed,  in  the  following 
order : 

(1.)  A  prayer-meeting  every  morning,  at  9  o'clock. 

(2.)  A  Bible  class  every  afternoon,  Sundays  excepted,  at  2 
o'clock. 

(3.)  Preaching,  followed  by  a  season  of  prayer,  every  even- 
ing, except  those  of  Wednesday  and  Saturday. 

(4.)  A  temperance  meeting,  which,  for  several  months,  has 
received  an  average  of  fifty  names  per  week  for  the  pledge, 
every  Wednesday  evening. 

(5.)  A  conference  meeting,  on  the  business  men's  plan,  in 
which  more  than  one  hundred  often  take  part  in  succession 
every  Saturday  evening. 

(6.)  Preaching  three  times  on  the  Sabbath,  the  third  service 
followed  by  a  season  of  prayer. 
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Besides  these  chapel  services,  a  regular  miniatration  is  also 
had  in  the  hospital  and  in  the  barracks. 

Our  library  is  not  adequate  to  the  demand,  although  from 
fifty  to  seventy-five  volumes  a  day  are  loaned  out. 

Camp  Stoneman. 

This  is  situated  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  Potomac,  about  six 
miles  from  Washington.  The  number  of  men  found  at  this  camp 
variefl  from  five  thousand  to  nine  thousand. 

It  is  a  camp  for  cavalry,  and  necessarily  covers  a  large  area, 
tents  and  barracks  for  the  men,  stables  for  the  horses,  forage 
stores,  parade  grounds ;  all  these  taken  together  require  ample 
space. 

The  station  of  the  Commission  at  this  camp  like  the  camp 
itself,  is  comparatively  new.  The  first  chapel  tent  erected  upon 
this  ground,  was  raised  in  October  last. 

Since  that  time,  from  three  to  six  delegates  have  labored  here 
with  earnestness  and  fidelity,  and  have  been  greatly  encouraged 
in  seeing  the  immediate  fruits  of  their  labors.  Not  less  than 
two  hundred  conversions  are  believed  to  have  taken  place  here 
during  the  months  of  November  and  December. 

Alexandria. 

Through  the  kindness  and  consideration  of  the  military  autho- 
rities in  Alexandria,  greatly  increased  facilities  are  now  afforded 
for  our  work  in  that  city.  The  well-known  "  Sumter  House" 
on  Fairfax  Street  had  become  infamous,  and  began  to  be  called 
"a  den  of  iniquity.'*  There  was  held  the  midnight  revel. 
There  was  seen  the  zigzag  stagger  of  the  man  who  had  tarried 
too  long  at  the  wine.  There  was  heard  the  hollow  rattling 
laugh  of  the  strange  woman.  The  corruption  grew  worse,  and 
bocame  intolerable.  Then  came  the  prompt  action  of  martial 
law,  confiscating  the  house  and  scattering  its  contents.  Next 
came  the  cleansing,  painting,  carpeting,  and  then  the  occupancy 
by  the  delegates,  and  religious  publications  of  the  Christian 
Commission.  Religious  meetings,  several  times  a  week,  are  now 
held  at  this  house,  and  the  sweet  voices  of  prayer  and  praise  are 
heard  issuing  from  the  place  where  but  a  little  time  ago  was 
heard  the  harsh  jargon  of  rioting  and  excess. 
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Take  this  as  an  illustrative  case.  It  aptly  indicates  the  trans- 
forming influence  of  the  Gospel  of  Christ  upon  the  hearts  of 
soldiers  in  that  city.  At'a  prayer-meeting  held  at  the  ''  Sum- 
ter House*'  a  short  time  since,  a  soldier  arose  and  said,  "  You  see 
what  a  change  has  been  made  in  this  house !  That  shows  what 
God  has  done  for  my  soul.  It  was  once  a  nest  of  corruption. 
To-night  it  is  filled  with  love,  joy,  and  praise.'* 

Our  field  of  labor  at  Alexandria  is  one  that  promises  an  abun- 
dant harvest.  "The  Soldiers'  Rest,"  "The  Teamsters'  Park," 
"  The  Ambulance  Stand,"  "  The  Slave  Pen,"  "  Three  Divisions 
of  Hospitals,"  *'  Detached  Regiments,"  "  Garrisons  of  Neighbor- 
ing Forts," — all  these  are  places  of  great  and  growing  interest 
to  the  Christian  delegates  who  visit  them,  carrying  the  word  of 
God,  both  in  their  hearts  and  in  their  hands. 

Point  Lookout,  Md., 

Is  a  place  of  considerable  interest  as  a  field  of  missionary 
labor.  Here  is  found  the  "  Hammond  General  Hospital." 
Here  are  several  regiments  of  infantry,  and  a  force  of  cavalry. 
Here  is  a  large  prison,  containing  from  seven  thousand  to  ten 
thousand  rebel  prisoners. 

Our  delegates  have  labored  here  but  a  small  portion  of  the 
time  during  the  past  year,  but  brief  as  has  been  the  period  of 
their  services,  it  was  long  enough  to  give  them  a  glad  assurance 
that  their  work  was  highly  appreciated  and  abundantly  produc- 
tive. 

A  delegate  in  that  place  writes  thus :  "  We  preached  in  the 
chapel,  we  preached  in  the  hospital,  and  we  preached  in  the 
prison.  We  preached  to  our  own  men  and  we  preached  to  the 
rebels,  and  wherever  we  went  the  dullest  eyes  brightened  and 
welcomed  our  coming."  "  Conversions  every  day,"  writes  an- 
other delegate. 

The  Gospel  seems  to  have  been  effective  upon  the  prisoners,  as 
well  as  those  that  were  free,  and  many  a  rebel  who  entered  the 
prison  a  scoffer,  has  become  a  man  of  prayer. 

The  Defences  of  Washington. 
The  forts  and  batteries  which  encircle  the  city  of  Washington 
are  garrisoned  by  regiments  which  have  but  few  chaplains  con- 
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nected  with  them.  Many  of  these  garrisons  send  every  week  to 
our  ofiSce  in  Washington,  and  obtain  a  supply  of  religious  weekly 
papers.  Our  delegates  have  visited  all  these  forts  during  the 
last  two  months,  have,  held  religious  services  in  most  of  them, 
and  have  distributed  wholesome  reading  matter  in  all  of  them. 

City  Barracks,  Teamsters'  Parks,  &o. 

Upon  the  borders  of  the  city,  within  the  line  of  defences,  are 
numerous  barracks  for  soldiers,  ambulance  stands,  teamsters' 
parks,  &c.,  which  contain  an  aggregate  of  some  fifteen  thousand 
men.  At  several  of  these  points  our  delegates  hold  religious 
services  regularly  every  Sabbath.  "  God  bless  the  Christian 
Commission  !"  is  heard  often  at  all  these  points,  "  and  you  too," 
is  sometimes  added  as  our  brethren  bring  them  relief  and  com- 
fort both  for  the  body  and  the  soul. 

Beport  of  Eev.  0.  P.  Pitcher,  City  Missionary  of  the  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association. 

Eeoognized  at  the  first  meeting  of  the  Commission  as  the  proper  local  development  of 

its  spirit  and  practical  working,  and  since  heartily  co-operating 

with  the  U.  S^  Christian  Commission. 

The  great  mission  field  which  has  been  opened  to  Christian 
effort  at  the  Nation's  Capitol  since  the  commencement  of  the 
war,  is  one  well  calculated  to  arouse  the  zeal  of  the  church,  and 
call  forth  the  most  faithful  and  persevering  exertions  to  bring 
the  means  of  grace  to  the  multitudes  of  soldiers  and  quarter- 
master's men,  who  are  thronging  the  city  and  its  suburbs. 

There  are  twenty-two  general  hospitals  in  this  military 
department,  located  mostly  in  Washington  and  Alexandria,  con- 
taining about  fourteen  thousand  beds,  now  about  half  filled,  and 
although  these  are  supplied  with  Government  chaplains,  yet 
when  great  numbers  of  sick  and  wounded  have  been  brought 
suddenly  to  these  hospitals,  there  has  been  great  opportunity 
for  the  co-operation  of  the  Christian  Commission  and  other 
benevolent  agencies  with  the  chaplains,  in  ministering  to  the 
sufierers. 

There  is  a  much  larger  number  of  small  hospitals,  camp  and 
regimental,  in  and  around  the  city,  many  of  which,  with  the 
regiments  and  various  bodies  of  troops  to  which  Uiey  belong,  are 
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without  chaplains.  There  are  not  less  than  abont  ten  thousand 
of  this  class  alone.  Among  these  the  artillery  in  the  forts,  city 
guards  of  volunteer  cavalry  and  infantry,  the  Invalid  Corps, 
the  engineers,  the  detachments,  and  the  great  depot  of  field 
artillery,  called  Camp  Barry,  interesting  services  have  been  held, 
both  by  the  delegates  of  the  Commission,  and  the  city  mis- 
sionary. 

There  are  usually  lyin^  at  the  navy-yard  from  five  to  ten' 
gunboats,  tugs,  dispatch-boats,  and  transports,  with  crews  vary- 
ing from  ten  to  one  hundred  men  each.  These  are  constantly 
changing,  thus,  during  the  year,  furnishing  extensive  opportu- 
nity for  missionary  labor. 

The  Central  Guard-house  in  Washington  furnishes,  if  not  so 
pleasant,  yet  an  important  field  of  labor  for  the  philanthropist 
and  the  Christian.  The  officer  in  charge  reports  that  during 
the  year  ending  January  1,  1864,  there  have  been  committed : 

For  being  absent  without  a  pass,    ....  6,988 

For  drunkenness,          ......  1,489 

For  desertion, 925 

For  miscellaneous  charges, 2,062 

Total,       ....     11,464 

The  soldiers,  who  constitute  the  greater  part  of  the  prisoners, 
are  congregated  in  what  may  be  termed  the  open  prison^  a  large 
room  on  the  second  floor,  about  thirty  or  forty  feet  square. 
Here,  in  this  room,  the  Gospel  may  be  preached  to  from  fifty  to 
one  hundred  and  fifty  soldiers  at  almost  any  hour.  Citizens, 
pickpockets,  and  various  criminals,  are  confined  in  cells  in  the 
rear. 

Forest  Ball  Prison^  in  Georgetown,  constitutes  another  im- 
portant branch  of  this  great  mission  field.  This  prison  is  used 
for  the  confinement  of  deserters^  of  whom  there  were  committed 
in  October  fifteen  hundred,  in  November  one  thousand,  and  in 
December  (1863)  about  six  hundred.  A  part  of  this  large  num- 
ber for  October,  however,  were  men  who  had  returned  from  the 
fortifications,  and  not  newly  committed. 

These  did  not  generally  appear  to  be  ill-disposed  men ;  but 
about  sixty  per  cent,  were  those  who  had  gone  home  on  furlough. 
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rick,  and  being  careless  about  reporting  at  the  expiration  of  their 
time,  knowing  they  would  be  marked  as  deserters,  continued 
their  absence.  Here,  as  well  as  at  the  Central  Guard-house, 
many  services  have  been  held,  and  much  reading  distributed. 

At  the  Old  Capitol  and  Carroll  Prisons,  on  Capitol  Ilill,  there 
are  usually  confined  as  prisoners  of  war,  and  disloyal  or  secesh 
citizens,  about  one  thousand  men.  There  is  a  hospital  in  the 
Old  Capitol,  where  about  twenty  or  thirty  patients  are  usually 
under  treatment.  Standing  permission  is  given  the  missionary 
of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  by  General  Martin- 
dale,  to  hold  religious  services,  and  to  distribute  Bibles  and  Tes- 
taments, and  other  religious  reading,  among  the  prisoners. 

The  Soldiers'  Retreat,  near  the  Baltimore  depot,  consists  of 
four  large  barracks,  capable  of  accommodating  from  three  thou- 
sand to  four  thousand  men,  besides  an  extensive  eating-hall, 
where  at  least  six  hundred  men  can  dine  at  once.  This  may  be 
considered  as  a  great  military  hotel,  with  the  exception  of  some 
luxuries,  where  soldiers  coming  to  or  going  from  the  army,  or 
when  being  transported  from  one  point  in  the  army  to  another, 
and  where  convalescents  going  from  the  various  hospitals  to 
Convalescent  Camp,  halt  for  a  night  to  rest  and  refresh  them- 
selves ;  sometimes,  however,  stopping  but  a  few  hours,  and  at 
other  times,  perhaps,  two  or  three  days,  before  being  ordered 
away.  The  entire  number  stopping  at  the  Rest  during  the  year 
1863  was  202,442  men,  of  whom  more  than  36,000  were  con- 
valescents. About  87,000  were  homeward  bound,  and  more  than 
86,000  were  going  to  the  field.  Here,  almost  every  evening  in 
the  year,  a  meeting  can  be  held,  with  from  fifty  to  five  hundred 
or  a  thousand  men,  many  of  whom  are  exceedingly  glad  to  hear 
the  Gospel  preached,  and  to  receive  Testaments  and  other  reading. 

Several  most  interesting  cases  of  awakening  and  conversion 
have  occurred  at  this  place,  as  reported  by  the  missionary  of  the 
Association,  one  or  two  of  which  may  be  mentioned.  One  even- 
ing, in  the  latter  part  of  1862,  after  a  religious  address  and 
exhortation,  a  soldier  of  the  one  hundred  and  seventy-seventh 
Pennsylvania  came  to  the  missionary,  threw  his  arms  around  his 
neck,  and,  weeping  like  a  child,  begged  to  be  baptised.  The 
missionary,  on  inquiring  into  his  condition,  learned  that  this  sol- 
dier and  his  wife,  on  parting,  had  covenanted  together  to  serve  God 
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and  unite  with  his  people ;  but  he  had  not  till  then  taken  up  his 
cross  openly  to  follow  Christ.  He  had  not  experienced  religion, 
but  was  most  anxious  to  obtain  it.  Some  praying  soldiers  in  the 
regiment  were  found.  Prayer  was  offered,  repentance  unto  life 
was  given,  and  peace  received.  By  this  time  others  became 
interested,  and  when  they  were  exhorted  to  flee  from  the  wrath 
to  come,  and  enlist  with  this,  their  comrade,  in  the  army  of  the 
Lord,  two  or  three  others  came  to  the  altar  for  prayers,  resolving 
to  live  a  different  life.  Holy  baptism  was  administered  to  this 
young  Christian  soldier,  and  he  went  on  his  way  rejoicing. 

Months  after  this,  when  this  regiment  was  stopping  again  at 
the  Rest,  this  soldier  recognized  the  missionary,  came  to  him, 
and  reminded  him  of  the  exercises  at  that  place  the  year  before, 
and  said  he  was  still  striving  to  be  faithful ;  that  one  of  those 
who  sought  the  Saviour  at  the  same  time  had  died  in  hospital  at 
the  front,  but  he  thought  he  had  gone  safely,  as  it  was  his  custom 
to  pray  night  and  morning. 

The  Quartermaster's  men  alone  remain  to  be  mentioned,  not, 
however,  the  least  interesting. 

Of  these,  there  are  about  ten  thousand  in  the  city  of  Washing- 
ton alone,  without  a  chaplain,  or  any  church  in  particular,  to 
look  after  their  spiritual  wants.  About  three  thousand  of  these 
army  auxiliaries  are  teamsters,  encamped  in  the  outskirts  of  the 
city,  one  camp  alone  containing  from  one  thousand  to  twelve 
hundred  men,  with  stables  for  all  their  horses,  and  tents 
and  huts,  or  shanties,  for  themselves.  In  one  of  the  large  mess- 
houses  at  this  point,  which  will  comfortably  seat  three  hundred 
men,  the  missionary  holds  regular  Sabbath  services,  large  num- 
bers attending,  the  superintendent  himself  joining  in  the  con- 
gregation, and  co-operating  heartily  in  sustaining  the  meetings. 
A  more  attentive  congregation  cannot  be  found,  nearly  every 
man  kneeling  in  the  time  of  prayer. 

In  another  part  of  the  suburbs  is  a  camp  of  from  two  hundred 
to  three  hundred  ambulance-drivers,  where  the  missionary  for 
several  months  first  held  religious  services ;  and  when  his  atten- 
tion was  called  to  the  more  pressing  demands  of  the  Dismounted 
Camp,  the  meetings  were  continued  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Christian  Commission. 

About  a  thousand  of  the  Quartermaster's  men  are  mechanics, 
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wheelwrights,  blacksmiths,  carpenters,  &c.,  having  large  mess- 
houses,  within  a  few  yards  of  each  other,  on  the  comers  of  F, 
G,  and  Twenty-first  Streets.  Formerly,  the  missionary  used  to 
hold  the  meetings  in  these  different  mess-houses  by  rotation ; 
now  they  are  held  regularly  in  the  carpenters'  mess-room.  This 
will  seat  about  three  hundred  men,  is  comfortably  warmed,  and 
brilliantly  lighted  with  gas  for  evening  service.  Here  some  of 
the  mechanics  often  take  part  in  the  social  meetings,  and  the 
gracious  presence  of  the  Master  is  frequently  manifested  among 
them.     Souls  have  been  converted  and  reclaimed  here. 

The  balance,  principally  in  the  Quartermaster's  department, 
is  composed  of  hostlers,  of  whom  there  are  over  thirteen  hun- 
dred, laborers,  of  whom  there  are  also  more  than  thirteeh, 
hundred,  watchmen,  cooks,  saddlers,  messengers,  wagon-masters, 
&c.  &c.,  with  whom  it  is  not  always  convenient  to  hold  service. 
There  are  also  some  two  hundred  or  three  hundred  employed  in 
the  Government  bakery,  among  whom  meetings  have  been  held. 
They  are  largely  Germans. 

The  Quartermaster's  Hospital  is  an  important  institution  in 
this  department.  This  is  supported  by  a  small  percentage  on 
the  wages  of  the  entire  class,  about  one  per  cent.  The  number 
of  sick,  wounded,  and  injured  by  various  accidents,  is  usually 
about  one  hundred.  The  hospital  has  been  removed  from  the 
small  buildings  on  Seventeenth  Street  to  the  more  commodious 
quarters  of  a  vacated  Government  hospital,  called  St.  Aloysius. 
This  has  been  regularly  visited  both  by  the  missionary  and  the 
delegates  of  the  Commission.  Here  the  various  precious  fruits 
of  the  Gospel  have  been  witnessed  from  week  to  week. 

It  would  be  desirable  to  speak  more  particularly  of  the  inte- 
resting meetings  now  being  held  in  the  camp  of  the  Fourteenth 
New  Hampshire  Regiment  of  guards,  ahd  at  Camp  Barry,  a  large 
artillery  camp  of  instruction,  where  there  are  twelve  or  more 
batteries,  numbering  over  twelve  hundred  men;  at  the  Mis- 
sion Chapel,  also,  built  by  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Asso- 
ciation, where  the  Ninth  Regiment  of  the  Invalid  Corps,  on 
guard  duty,  are  regularly  worshipping,  and  at  other  places,  espe- 
cially at  the  forts ;  but  the  length  to  which  this  report  has  already 
grown  forbids  it. 

13 
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To  the  great  credit  of  superintendents  and  commanding  offi- 
cers, it  should  be  recorded  that  the  kindest  disposition  to  assist 
and  co-operate  in  opening  and  preparing  the  way  for  religious 
services,  and  the  distribution  of  reading  among  their  men,  has 
generally  been  manifested. 

There  seems,  if  possible,  a  more  urgent  necessity  for  putting 
forth  vigorous  Christian  efforts  in  behalf  of  these  multitudes 
about  the  city,  than  for  the  troops  in  the  field.  Here  these 
men  are  not  only  away  from  the  restraining  influences  of 
church  and  home,  but  they  are  actually  exposed  to  tempta- 
tions and  vices  of  the  most  perilous  kind.  It  is  said  that  thou- 
sands of  disreputable  females  infest  the  capital.  Added  to  all 
this,  the  city  is  filled  with  drinking  and  gambling  saloons,  be- 
sides some  half  dozen  theatres,  exerting  all  their  ingenuity  to 
draw  men  down  the  maelstrom  of  vice  and  iniquity,  which  are 
but  gilded  passages  to  the  region  of  final  despair. 

The  principal  counteracting  influence  upon  these  thousands 
by  a  general  organized  missionary  agency,  it  is  believed,  is  ex- 
erted by  the  United  States  Christian  Commission  and  the  Young 
Men*s  Christian  Association  of  the  city. 

From  the  want  of  statistics,  it  is  impossible  to  report  the 
exact  number  of  meetings  held  or  distributions  made  by  the 
delegates  in  and  about  the  city.  It  is  known,  however,  that 
they  have  performed  much  labor  in  cordial  co-operation  with  the 
city  missionary,  and  under  the  direction  of  the  army  committee 
and  agent  of  the  Commission  visiting  the  forts,  prisons,  guards, 
quartermaster's  men,  &c.  &c. 

The  following  statistics,  copied  from  the  "  First  Annual  Re- 
port,** made  November  16, 1863,  by  the  missionary  of  the  Young 
Men*s  Christian  Association,  may  give  some  idea,  so  far  as 
figures  can  show,  of  the  work  of  the  Association  in  this  vast 
mission  field. 

The  whole  amount  of  distributions  for  the  year  has  been  as 
follows:  English  Testaments,  16,497;  German  Testaments, 
4303;  French,  19;  Spanish,  1;  Danish,  1;  English  Bibles, 
25 ;  making  a  total  of  20,846  copies  of  the  Holy  Scriptures. 
Papers,  mostly  religious,  68,657;  soldiers*  hymn-books,  7840; 
soldiers'  books,  6900;  pamphlets,  634;  pages  of  tracts, 
1,642,382. 
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Number  of  religious  services  held,  at  wliicli  the  greater  part 
of  this  reading  has  been  distributed,  618 ;  number  of  those  who 
have  given  evidence  of  conversion,  of  being  reclaimed,  and  of 
desiring  religion,  about  100  souls.     Miles  travelled,  2421. 

1  must  not  close  this  report  "without  acknowledging  my  great 
indebtedness  to  the  Government  for  furnishing  ambulance  and 
driver,  and  other  means  of  transportation  where  the  condition 
of  the  public  service  would  permit,  to  the  Washington  and 
Georgetown  Railroad  Company,  for  pass  granted  for  the  season ; 
to  the  American  Bible  Society  for  abundant  supplies  of  the 
Holy  Scriptures  ;  to  the  New  York  and  Boston  Tract  Societies, 
and  especially  to  the  United  States  Christian  Commission,  for 
large  stores  of  valuable  reading ;  but,  above  all,  to  the  blessing 
of  God,  who  alone  can  give  efficiency  to  the  instrumentalities 
employed,  and  to  whom  be  all  the  glory. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

0.  P.  Pitcher, 

MiBsionary  Young  Men's  ChriBtiftn  Association. 

Four  Months  in  Camp  Convalescent.    By  Eev.  C.  P.  Lyford* 

No  more  important  field  has  been  occupied  by  the  Christian 
Commission  than  this  camp.  The  large  number  of  men  thrown 
together  here — at  first  ranging  from  fifteen  to  twenty  thousand, 
though  the  number  was  considerably  reduced  after  the  removal 
of  the  camp  from  its  old  to  its  new  location — the  character  of 
the  men,  convalescents,  paroled  prisoners,  stragglers,  &c.,  from 
and  constantly  going  to  every  regiment  in  the  service,  yet 
remaining  long  enough  to  receive  greater  benefit  by  successive 
influences  and  labors ;  their  actual  condition,  which  at  first  was 
most  deplorable, — these,  with  many  other  circumstances,  rendered 
it  one  of  the  most  inviting  and  promising  fields  for  missionary 
and  benevolent  enterprise  that  has  been  reached  by  this  organi- 
zation. The  suffering  relieved  and  the  amount  of  good  done  by 
the  delegates,  previous  to  the  arrival  of  the  permanent  agent, 
will  never  be  fully  known  till  the  "  day  of  eternity  ;**  but  it  wafl 
immense. 

On  the  18th  of  March,  1863,  the  permanent  agent  arrived 
in  the  camp  with  his  wife,  and  immediately  entered  upon  his 
duties.     Religious  services  were  held  in  the  chapel  tent,  which 
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was  found  to  be  altogether  too  small  to  accommodate  the  crowds 
that  were  disposed  to  attend.  The  building  of  the  chapel  itself 
was  soon  commenced,  and  in  a  few  weeks  completed.  Though 
it  would  contain  many  hundreds,  it  was  jet  too  small,  and  after 
it  had  been  packed  to  its  utmost  capacity,  the  men  would  still 
gather  around  the  doors  and  windows,  as  long  as  they  could  get 
within  hearing  to  listen  to  the  word  of  life.  As  soon  as  the  dry 
summer  weather  came  on,  the  preaching  service  was  held  in  the 
open  air,  seats  being  arranged  in  the  beautiful  pine  grove  around 
the  chapel,  and  here  thousands  heard  the  Gospel  daily.  When 
autumn  came  again,  the  chapel  had  been  enlarged  so  as  to  accom- 
modate from  ten  to  twelve  hundred  men. 

We  shall  not  be  able  to  state  anything  like  the  exact  amount 
of  labor  performed  during  our  four  months*  stay  in  this  delight- 
ful place.  Three  meetings  were  held  every  day,  without  except 
tion;  prayer-meeting  in  the  morning,  inquiry  or  class  meeting 
in  the  afternoon,  and  preaching  every  evening  except  Saturday, 
when  a  general  experience-meeting  was  substituted. 

This  does  not  include  the  services  that  were  constantly  held 
in  the  hospital  during  the  week  and  on  the  Sabbath ;  and  in 
addition  to  it  all  was  the  distribution  of  stores  and  immense 
quantities  of  reading  matter,  personal  conversation  and  prayer 
with  men  in  the  barracks  and  hospital,  burial  of  the  dead,  Bible 
classes,  temperance  meetings,  &c.  &c.  Had  it  not  been  that  I 
was  assisted  by  so  many  and  such  excellent  delegates,  my  feeble 
health  would  have  failed  long  before  it  did.  The  fruits  of  this 
work  must  also  remain  in  great  part  unknown  till  '^  angels  shout 
the  harvest  home  ;'*  and  yet  many  of  these  fruits  appeared  to 
cheer  and  encourage  us.  We  ever  felt,  as  did  also  the  men, 
,that  at  each  meeting  some  were  hearing  the  Gospel  that  would 
never  hear  it  again;  that  some  were  going  direct  from  that 
meeting  to  the  eternal  world,  and  a  great  solemnity  always  per- 
vaded our  congregations.  The  first  meeting  that  we  held,  four  men 
arose  for  prayers ;  the  next,  ten ;  and  then  the  number  rapidly 
increased ;  and  while  there,  we  do  not  know  that  a  single  day 
passed  without  MANT  happy  conversions  to  God.  The  number 
of  earnest^  deeply  penitent  seekers  ranged  all  the  way  from  five 
to  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  every  nighty  with  a  good  propor- 
tion converted  daily.     But  how  many  carried  their  convictions 
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With  them,  and  subsequently  found  Jesus ;  how  many  dying  on 
the  field  of  battle  remembered  how  at  Camp  Convalescent  they 
had  been  pointed  to  Christ,  and  then  "looked  and  lived,"  can 
never  be  known  in  this  life.  The  most  interesting  cases  were 
constantly  occurring.  Infidels  were  converted ;  drunkards  were 
saved ;  backsliders  were  reclaimed ;  husbands,  whose  wives  were 
praying  for  their  salvation,  sent  home  the  glad  tidings  that  at 
last  they  were  ready  to  join  them  in  Christian  life.  The  heart 
of  many  an  anxious  mother  was  made  joyful  by  the  news  that 
her  dear  son,  who  was  lost,  had  been  found ;  who  was  dead,  had 
^been  made  alive.  The  men  constantly  going  to  their  regiments, 
and  to  difierent  parts  of  the  country,  carried  the  fire  with  them, 
and  other  revival  flames  were  kindled,  and  throughout  the  whole 
land  the  results  of  this  glorious  work  appear. 

I  wish  here  to  add,  that  in  passing  through  Pennsylvania,  in 
all  the  large  towns  where  portions  of  the  Invalid  Corps  are 
stationed,  men  have  hailed  me  on  the  streets,  or  have  come  to 
me  at  the  close  of  the  meetings,  who  had  been  converted  at  Camp 
Convalescent,  and  who  were  living  faithful^  consistent  Christian 
lives.  In  addition  to  the  spiritual  work,  the  naked  were  clothed, 
the  hungry  fed,  the  sick  and  wounded  were  ministered  unto. 
Many  a  poor  fellow  was  helped  out  of  his  difficulties,  oorrea- 
pondence  was  carried  on  for  the  men  with  their  families,  and 
communication  was  kept  up  with  the  loved  ones  at  home. 

I  only  regret  that  my  health  would  not  permit  me  to  remain 
in  this  place,  which  by  the  grace  of  God  and  the  transforming 
power  of  the  Gospel  had  been  rendered  so  heavenly  in  its  cha- 
racter and  enjoyments. 

Sweet  will  be  the  memory  of  it  in  a  dying  hour,  and  through 
eternity  I  shall  praise  God  for  my  sojourn  there,  which  with 
Prof.  Barrowes,  who  was  with  me  one  month,  I  can  pronounce 
^^the  sunniest  part  of  my  life." 
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HARRISBUItG  COMMITTEE. 

Habribburg,  Janaary  1st,  1864 

Geo.  n.  Stuart,  Esq. 

Dear  Brother:  The  annual  report  of  the  Army  Committee 
of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  of  this  city,  auxiliary 
to  the  Central  Committee,  is  a  very  unsatisfactory  one,  owing 
mainly  to  the  fact  that  no  record  has  been  kept  of  a  large 
amount  of  the  labors  performed.  During  the  entire  year,  we 
have  been  permitted  to  co-operate  with  a  large  band  of  noble 
and  self-denying  women,  whose  attentions  to  the  sick  and 
wounded  in  our  several  hospitals,  and  to  the  wounded  who  were 
passing  through  our  city  to  hospitals  at  New  York,  Philadel- 
phia, and  elsewhere,  cannot  be  too  highly  commended.  A  large 
part  of  the  supplies  distributed  to  the  hospitals  by  the  commit- 
tee was  intrusted  to  them,  as  they  had  appointed  special  com- 
mittees for  each  hospital,  who  visited  them  regularly,  minister- 
ing most  faithfully  to  the  wants  of  the  inmates,  and  in  several 
cases  taking  the  sick  or  wounded  to  their  own  homes.  We  have 
had  several  hospitals  within  and  near  the  city,  some  of  them 
continuing  in  existence  but  four  or  five  months,  others  during 
the  year. 

Early  after  their  establishment,  the  General  Government 
appointed  two  chaplains.  Rev.  Messrs.  Hatton  and  Hindshaw, 
to  labor  among  them  and  in  the  camp  in  the  vicinity.  Rev. 
Mr.  Hatton  still  continues  in  his  position.  These  brethren 
have  been  faithful  and  laborious  in  their  care  of  the  soldiers, 
and  we  have  deemed  it  our  duty  to  co-operate  with  them.  Most 
of  the  books,  tracts,  and  papers  distributed  by  the  Committee 
have  been  placed  in  their  hands,  and  generally  the  care  of  the 
religious  meetings  has  been  left  with  them.  It  would  add  to 
the  interest  of  this  report,  if  we  could  give  you  an  account  -of 
the  various  religious  meetings  secured  by  the  Committee  in  the 
hospitals  and  camps ;  but  no  record  has  been  kept. 

During  the  entire  year,  there  have  been  camps  of  soldiers  in 
the  vicinity.  The  number  of  men  here  at  present  is  very  small ; 
but  early  in  the  year  and  through  midsummer,  the  number  was 
very  large.  Probably  not  less  than  fifty  to  sixty  thousand  men 
have  camped  here  for  a  shorter  or  longer  time  during  the  year. 
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Efforts  have  been  made  by  the  Committee  and  others  to  supply 
these  camps  with  religious  services  and  reading  matter,  Testa- 
ments, tracts,  and  papers.  The  pressure  upon  us  at  the  time  of 
the  rebel  invasion,  and  immediately  subsequent  to  the  battle  of 
Gettysburg,  was  very  great,  and  could  not  have  been  met  with- 
out the  aid  received  by  the  presence  of  several  delegates  of  the 
Christian  Commission  sent  from  Philadelphia,  whose  labors  were 
principally  devoted  to  Camp  Curtin  and  the  supply  of  hospitals 
here  and  at  Gettysburg.  A  report  of  their  labors  has  doubtless 
been  furnished.  With  the  aid  of  the  large  tent  of  the  Commis- 
sion, which  was  erected  at  Camp  Curtin,  daily  religious  services 
were  held  until  the  camp  was  vacated,  which  were  conducted 
with  marked  interest  and  good  results.  In  the  camp  of  the 
Invalid  Corps,  about  two  miles  east  of  the  city,  religious  read- 
ing has  been  distributed,  preachin;:  by  the  pastors  of  our  churches 
secured,  and  the  hospital  supplied  with  articles  greatly  needed.  , 
The  camp  was  removed  some  two  months  ago. 

Four  public  meetings  have  been  held  during  the  year,  three 
of  them  in  the  city,  and  one  in  New  Cumberland,  a  small  town 
across  the  river.  These  meetings  have  all  been  largely  attended. 
The  last  one,  at  which  addresses  were  made  by  Messrs.  Patter- 
son and  Lyford,  was  very  enthusiastic.  The  largest  church  in  the 
city  was  wholly  unable  to  accommodate  the  multij;udc  who  sought 
a  place  within  it.  Governor  Curtin  presided,  with  that  dignity 
which  characterizes  him,  and  made  an  eloquent  address,  fully 
commending  the  Commission  to' the  public  favor.  Our  first  pub- 
lic meeting  was  very  large  and  successful.  It  was  addressed  by 
Rev.  Messrs.  Reed  and  Mingins,  lion.  EL.  D.  Moore,  State 
Treasurer,  and  G.  H.  Stuart,  Esq.  The  third  public  meeting 
was  addressed  by  the  clergymen  of  our  own  city. 

The  amount  of  money  contributed  to  the  Committee  during 
the  year,  is  $2367  51.  Of  this  amount,  $2120  15  was  sent  to 
the  Committee  in  Philadelphia ;  the  remainder,  $247  36,  was 
employed  in  our  local  work. 

One  member  of  our  association,  Mr.  Robert  McElwee,  labored 
most  faithfully  for  some  weeks  at  Camp  Curtin  in  connection 
with  the  tent  movement,  giving  his  whole  time  cheerfully  and 
gratuitously.  As  he  was  in  our  own  midst,  no  commission  was 
issued  to  him.     But  three  commissions  have  been  issued  during 
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tbe  year.  Two  of  the  Committee,  Messrs.  Eelker  and  Robin- 
son, visited  the  hospitals  at  Gettysburg  as  delegates,  and  the 
latter  visited  the  hospital  at  Shippensburg,  leaving  much-needed 
supplies,  and  also  spent  a  month,  immediately  subsequent  to  the 
battle  of  Chickamauga,  in  a  visit  to  the  Army  of  the  Cumber- 
land. His  experience  in  the  hospitals  at  Nashville,  Tennessee, 
Stevenson,  Alabama,  Cowan,  Tennessee,  and  at  Chattanooga, 
and  his  trial  of  army  life  in  a  week's  journey  with  a  supply  train 
through  the  valleys  and  over  the  mountains  of  Southern  Tennes- 
see, have  greatly  deepened  his  conviction  of  the  immense  value 
of  the  Commission  to  the  Army  of  the  Union. 

In  conclusion,  the  Committee  would  express  their  own  deep 
interest  in  the  work  of  the  Commission,  and  their  regrets  that 
they  have  not  been  able  to  do  much  more  than  has  been  done. 
Let  us  assure  you  that  the  Commission  has  the  prayers  and 
warm  sympathies  not  only  of  ourselves,  but  of  the  Christian 
people  of  this  city. 

T.  H.  TlOBINSON^ 
CluunnMi  of  Committoe. 
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The  Army  Committee  of  Western  Pennsylvania  was  organ- 
ized April  6th,  1863.  Prior  to  that  time,  the  only  association 
which  had  been  regularly  and  systematically  forwarding  hospital 
stores  to  the  army,  was  the  Pittsburg  Subsistence  Committee, 
appointed  by  the  citizens  of  Pittsburg  at  a  meeting  held  in  Au- 
gust, 1861.  Its  proper  duty  was  the  forwarding  of  refresh- 
ments for  all  regiments  or  companies  passing  through  the  city 
to  or  from  the  seat  of  war.  After  the  reception  from  several 
hospitals  of  pressing  appeals  for  stores,  the  Committee  opened 
depots  for  receiving  articles  for  the  sick  and  wounded  sol- 
diers, and  sent  or  appointed  agents  at  various  points  to  attend 
to  the  proper  distribution  of  the  goods  donated.  Depending 
entirely  on  the  free  will  offerings  of  the  people,  the  contribu- 
tions poured  in  so  rapidly  and  continuously  that  goods,  amount- 
ing in  value  to  sixty  thousand  dollars,  were  forwarded  and  dis- 
tributed by  the  Subsistence  Committee  between  January,  1862, 
and  April,  1863. 
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After  a  meeting  held  by  George  H.  Stuart,  Esq.,  and  others, 
the  Subsistence  Committee  resolved  to  transfer  its  store-room 
and  stores  on  hand  to  the  United  States  Christian  Commissien, 
and,  while  not  neglecting  its  legitimate  work  of  feeding  the 
soldiers,  to  unite  heartily  with  the  national  organization  in  its 
great  work. 

At  a  meeting  of  ministers  and  members  of  the  various  deno- 
minations, held  in  the  Second  Presbyterian  Church,  April  6, 
1863,  the  Army  Committee  of  Western  Pennsylvania  was  organ- 
ized, and  the  following  officers  elected : 

President,  Rbv.  Hbrrick  Johnson. 

Chairman  of  Executive  Committee,  Hon.  Robert  McKnight. 

Secretary,  Robert  C.  Follen. 

Treasurer,  Joseph  Albreb. 

Receiver,  William  P.  Weyman. 

The  first  public  meeting  was  held  on  the  evening  of  April  16, 
1863,  at  which  time  the  new  committee  began  to  work  in  con- 
nection with  the  United  States  Christian  Commission.  The 
results  of  its  operations  during  the  last  nine  months  may  be 
briefly  summed  up  as  follows : 

Cash  contributions  received,  -        -        .        •        .  $21,348  81 

Estimated  value  of  stores  donated,  •        •        •        •  45,708  79 

Estimated  value  of  stores  sent  to  the  armies,    -        -  54,079  01 

Estimated  value  of  reading  matter  sent  to  the  armies,  4^635  29 

Delegates. 
We  iave  sent  seventy-two  delegates  to  the  armies,  earnest, 
faithful  men,  who  have  often,  at  great  personal  inconvenience, 
devoted  their  time  and  talents  to  the  relief  of  the  suffering.  We 
have,  in  a  great  measure,  depended  on  presbyteries,  conferences, 
and  other  church  councils,  to  appoint  delegates  to  represent 
them  in  this  department  of  Christian  labor.  Many  have  entered 
heartily  into  the  work,  and  have,  at  their  quarterly  meetings, 
taken  measures  to  keep  one  or  two  representatives  constantly  in 
the  field.     Their  example  is  worthy  of  imitation. 

Labor  in  the  Home  Field. 
Our  opportunities  for  Christian  labor  in  the  home  field  have 
been  limited ;  but  we  have,  in  connection  with  the  Subsistence 
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Committee,  distributed  a  large  amount  of  religious  reading  mat- 
ter to  troops  passing  through  the  city.  At  the  Soldiers'  Home, 
religious  services  and  prayer-meetings  are  held  regularly  by  our 
returned  delegates. 

During  the  summer  and  autumn,  two  delegates  were  stationed 
at  Camp  Copcland,  about  eight  miles  from  the  city.  Prayer- 
meetings  were  held  every  evening,  and  Testaments  and  tracts 
distributed.  Mr.  Wallace  Radcliffe  reports  that,  by  God's  bless- 
ing on  the  labors,  many  were  awakened,  and  some  converted. 
On  one  occasion,  a  very  interesting  meeting  was  held  in  the 
Girard  House  by  its  inmates.  The  delegate  had  .been  dis- 
tributing Testaments  and  hymn-books  among  them,  and  had 
gone  to  his  tent.  Soon  after,  the  sergeant  of  the  guard  came 
to  him,  exclaiming,  *'  Chaplain,  I  guess  there's  no  use  of  a  guard 
down  there  to-night ;  the  boys  have  all  been  singing  and  pray- 
ing all  the  evening." 

The  Pittsburg  Subsistence  Committee. 

Of  the  valuable  aid  rendered  by  the  ladies  of  the  Pittsburg 
Subsistence  Committee,  we  cannot  speak  in  too  unqualified  terms 
of  praise.  Already  engaged  in  arduous  and  painstaking  effort 
in  the  department  of  subsistence,  taking  care  that  no  soldier 
should  pass  through  the  city  at  any  hour  of  the  day  or  night 
without  being  offered  a  wholesome  meal,  they  have  yet  found 
time,  with  busy  hands  and  warm  hearts,  to  do  incalculable  ser- 
vice in  behalf  of  the  United  States  Christian  Commission.  With 
rare  assiduity  and  unaffected  cheerfulness,  they  have  responded 
to  every  call  made  upon  them,  often  generously  pledging  them- 
selves to  duties  demanding  no  trifling  self-denial  for  their  faith- 
ful and  effective  discharge.  If  that  womanhood  is  the  richest 
which  is  oftenest  engaged  in  beneficent  tasks,  and  quickest  to  do 
where  the^loingis  likely  to  go  untrumpeted,  then  are  the  ladies 
of  the  Pittsburg  Subsistence  Committee  "affluent  with  more 
than  the  matter  of  barbaric  pearls  and  gold.**  They  are  buj*y, 
bustling  Marthas,  each  with  Mary's  loving  heart. 
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Geo.  n.  Stuart,  Esq., 

Chairman  United  States  Christian  Commission. 

We  have  the  profound  satisfaction  to  record  and  report  that 
the  Cincinnati  Branch  of  the  United  States  Christian  Commis- 
sion has  thus  far  been  highly  favored  of  God.  It  is  now,  at  the 
close  of  the  year,  only  about  six  months  since  it  was  formed. 
During  this  time,  all  the  diiBculties  incident  to  the  organization 
and  early  progress  of  a  great  work  have  been  overcome,  our 
field  principles  and  plans  thoroughly  defined,  our  relations  to 
the  central  oflBce  and  various  branches  of  the  Commission  set- 
tled, the  magnitude  of  our  undertaking  measured,  the  public 
informed  and  enlisted,  and  the  churches  and  people  have  shown 
a  remarkable  readiness  to  sustain  us  in  measures  far  more 
enlarged  and  comprehensive  than  we  dared  at  first  to  entertain. 

Considerable  embarrassment  was  caused  during  the  first  four 
months  for  want  of  suitable  central  headquarters.  Happily 
this  was  obviated  in  November  by  a  warm  welcome,  rent  free,  to 
the  present  commodious  rooms  on  Vine  Street,  from  our  chair- 
man, in  behalf  of  himself  and  his  partner  in  business.  With 
the  change  of  our  quarters  commenced  also  a  change  of  our 
policy  in  regard  to  hospital  stores.  Experience  had  abundantly 
shown  the  necessity  to  have  our  delegates  well  supplied  with 
the  means  of  meeting  the  bodily  wants  of  our  brave  and 
suffering  men  whilst  endeavoring  to  minister  to  their  spiritual 
well-being.  Observation  led  to  the  conviction,  that  however 
jnuch  the  people  might  give  to  us  for  this  purpose,  it  would  not 
take  from  their  benefactions  through  other  channels  ;  but  would 
be  all  clear  gain,  if  indeed  it  did  not,  by  increase  of  interest, 
tend  to  swell  still  more  the  other  streams  of  beneficence  to  the 
soldiers. 

The  importance  of  having  our  supplies  under  our  own  control, 
to  send  when  and  where  it  was  necessary  to  meet  the  demands 
of  our  work,  and  be  ready,  like  our  minute  men^  at  a  minute's 
warning,  without  circumlocution,  pressed  also  upon  us.  Accord- 
ingly we  opened  our  doors  to  receive  such  hospital  stores  as 
might  come  in,  and  almost  without  an  appeal  the  amount  sent 
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daring  the  five  or  six  closing  weeks  of  the  year,  is  not  far  from 
thirty  thousand  dollars  in  valae. 

The  demand  for  Western  family  religious  papers  in  our  Western 
military  departments,  has  induced  us  to  send  large  numbers  ot 
them  from  week  to  week  to  the  soldiers. 

The  Cincinnati  Conference  of*  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
through  Rev.  Bishop,  has  generously  given  us  the  services  of  Rev. 
J.  F.  Loyd,  who  has  done  much  by  his  wisdom,  energy,  and  effi- 
ciency, both  in  his  own  personal  work  and  in  the  direction  of 
others,  first  at  Nashville  and  now  a,t  Chattanooga,  for  the  present 
and  eternal  good  of  our  noble  men  of  the  army.  Much  has  also 
been  accomplished  in  the  way  of  adding  books,  tracts,  and  sta- 
tionery from  our  Western  sources  of  supply  to  the  large  amount 
received  and  sent  forward  from  the  East.  And  opportunity  has 
been  offered  to  Western  ministers  and  earnest  Christian  workers 
to  go  forth  as  delegates,  which  they  have  gladly  embraced,  until 
the  number  sent  already  from  this  office,  during  these  few  weeks, 
is  forty-eight. 

The  accompanying  communication  from  our  first  secretary, 
who  has  himself  gone  repeatedly  to  the  army  in  times  of  greatest 
emergency,  and  also  traversed  the  West  extensively  to  awaken 
interest  for  our  work,  will  give  a  vivid  idea  of  the  inestimable 
worth  to  our  soldiers  in  the  field  of  the  delegate  work  of  the 
Christian  Commission. 

From  the  Rev.  B.  W.  Chidlaw. 
Geo.  H.  Stuart,  Esq., 

President  United  States  Christian  Commission. 

The  Cincinnati  Branch  of  the  United  States  Christian  Com- 
mission was  organized  early  last  summer.  At  our  first  public 
meeting.  General  Burnside  favored  us  with  an  address,  and  our 
friends  gave  us  the  first  collection  in  behalf  of  the  Commission. 
Since  that  time,  we  have  received  $21,250  in  cash,  besides  a 
large  amount  of  stores  and  publications.  We  have  sent  forty- 
eight  delegates  to  the  field,  the  camp,  and  the  hospitals  of  the 
armies  of  Generals  Grant  and  Burnside.  Thirty-six  are  now  at 
work  for  Christ  and  our  country.  During  the  year,  I  travelled 
eighteen  thousand  six  hundred  miles,  and  made  one  hundred  and~ 
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fifty  addresses  in  behalf  of  the  Commission.  My  labors  have 
extended  into  Missouri,  Arkansas,  Louisiana,  Tennessee,  Ken- 
tucky, and  Alabama.  I  have  been  always  welcomed  by  ofScers 
imd  privates,  and  my  labors  gratefully  appreciated.  In  his  tent, 
or  liugering  on  his  cot,  the  soldier,  sick  or  well,  gladly  received 
the  benefactions  of  friends  at  home,  and  generally,  with  evident 
interest,  heard  my  Gospel  messages. 

Through  the  kindness  of  the  Cincinnati  Branch  of  the  United 
States  Sanitary  Commission,  I  was  favored  with  a  free  passage 
on  the  Sanitary  steamer  Dunlieth  from  Cincinnati  to  Young's 
Point,.  Louisiana,  and  with  an  abundant  supply  of  stores,  so  that 
I  might  efficiently  minister  to  the  temporal  as  well  as  the  spiritual 
wants  of  our  brave  defenders  on  duty  in  forts,  camps,  and  on  our 
gun-boats,  from  Cairo,  Illinois,  to  Vicksburg,  Mississippi.  During 
this  trip,  I  distributed  a  large  amount  of  reading  matter,  preached 
some  thirty  times,  and  conversed  with  hundreds  of  our  soldiers 
and  sailors. 

On  a  gunboat,  below  Cairo,  an  officer  welcomed  my  visit  most 
cordially,  saying,  "  You  are  the  first  minister  that  has  stood  on 
our  deck  with  reading  matter  for  our  crew,  and  words  of  cheer 
for  us  all."  On  another,  a  fine-looking  youth,  neat  and  trim,  in 
his  blue  jacket,  met  me  at  the  gangway  with  an  earnest  saluta- 
tion^ addiug,  "  You  used  to  address  our  S&bbJith-school  at  home. 
I  am  so  glad  to  see  you."  He  aided  me  to  find  my  way  over 
the  vessel  while  distributing  books,  and  kindly  introduced  me  to 
many  of  his  companions.  In  the  camps  around  Memphis,  and 
the  hospitals  in  the  city,  I  found  abundant  opportunities  of  use- 
fulness. At  that  time,  the  work  was  great  and  the  laborers 
few.  Now  the  Christian  Commission  has  a  strong  foothold,  and 
a  bright  record  of  extended  labor  and  abundant  usefulness. 

Descending  the  Mississippi,  on  the  deserted  cotton-fields  of 
Louisiana,  in  long  lines  of  encampments  among  the  heroes  that 
captured  Vicksburg,  with  my  fellow-laborers,  Burnell  of  Wiscon- 
siD,  and  Reynolds  of  Illinois,  I  abored  in  word  and  deed  with 
much  encouragement.  On  the  floating  hospital,  moored  near 
Milliken's  Bend,  Louisiana,  with  its  seven  hundred  and  sixty 
sick  and  languishing  patients,  I  found  many  hands  to  receive 
our  gifts,  and  many  ears  open  to  hear  the  glorious  Gospel  of 
the  Son  of  God.     One  poor  fellow,  near  the  portals  of  death, 
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when  I  asked  him  how  he  was,  exclaimed,  with  a  genial  smile 
and  a  holy  ecstacy,  "Jn  Christ,  I  am  happy  day  and  night.  All 
is  well,*'  In  a  few  days,  as  we  were  bearing  him  on  our  boat 
towards  his  Northern  home,  ho  died  in  great  peace ;  and  now 
the  mortal  remains  of  Albert  Cunningham  rest  with  his  kindred 
in  a  beautiful  graveyard  in  Central  Ohio. 

At  the  Van  Buren  Convalescent  Hospital,  a  few  miles  below, 
occupying  a  planter's  residence,  and  the  lovely  lawn  surround- 
ing it,  where  the  pride  of  China  and  the  magnolia  were  bloom- 
ing and  the  mocking-birds  nestled,  we  found  eighteen  hundred 
men  glad  to  see  "  somebody  from  home,"  anxious  to  receive 
**  something  to  read,"  and  ready  to  hear  our  words  of  encourage- 
ment and  Christian  instruction.  In  what  was  once  a  **  negro 
Quarter,"  we  found  a  band  of  pious  soldiers  holding  a  prayer- 
meeting.  Seeing  the  grace  of  God  to  these  **  blue-coat " 
brethren,  I  was  truly  glad,  and  "  exhorted  them  all  that,  with 
purpose  of  heart,  they  would  cleave  unto  the  Lord."  Another 
"  quarter  "  was  occupied  by  colored  people.  I  entered  and  said 
to  them  I  only  wished  to  see  the  "slave  quarters."  An  intelli- 
gent-looking man  said,  "  Lor,  massa,  dis  is  not  a  slave-quarter 
any  more ;  we  be  all  free,  bless  de  Lord."  The  treason  of 
their  masters  removed  their  chains  and  gave  them  freedom. 
Quite  a  number  of  "freedmen"  gathered  around  me,  and  on 
the  sill  of  the  door  I  preached  unto  them  Jesus  and  the  resur- 
rection ;  and  on  the  sod  in  front  we  knelt  in  prayer  with  these 
sable  sons  of  Ethiopia,  commending  them  to  the  God  of  all 
gface  and  consolation. 

Immediately  after  the  battle  of  "Chickamauga,  with  thirteen 
other  delegates  I  left  Cincinnati  for  the  scenes  of  carnage  and 
of  suffering.  Travelling  four  hundred  and  sixty  miles,  I  reached 
Stevenson,  Alabama,  on  the  25th  of  September.  Here  I  met  Bro- 
thers Parsons  and  Harvey  supplying  a  train  of  wounded  soldiers 
with^ bread  and  coffee.  At  once  I  was  welcomed  as  a  helper  in 
this  important  work  of  relief.  The  poor  fellows  had  made  their 
way,  as  best  they  could,  from  Chattanooga  to  Bridgeport ; 
thence,  by  the  cars  thirteen  miles,  to  this  place.  Exhausted  and 
hungry,  faint  and  weary,  they  needed  refreshments.  Some  two 
thousand  loaves  of  excellent  bread,  and  a  bountiful  supply  of  cof- 
fee, hot  and  good,  these  wounded  men,  passing  through  Stevenson, 
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received  from  the  hands  of  the  delegates  of  the  Christian  Com- 
mission, the  supplies  being  furnished  by  the  Government.  In 
our  chapel,  we  held  religious  services  twice  a  day,  generally 
very  well  attended.  Several  of  the  soldiers  became  deeply  con- 
victed of  sin,  and  earnestly  inquired  what  they  must  do  to  be 
saved.  Blessed  privilege,  even  amid  the  fearful  realities  of  war, 
to  point  them  to  the  "  Lamb  of  God  that  taketh  away  the  sin  of 
the  world."  In  our  chapel  I  have  seen  from  thirty  to  fifty  sol- 
diers attentively  reading,  or  diligent  in  writing  to  their  friends 
at  home. 

In  the  field  hospitals  near  Stevenson,  we  found  two  thousand 
sick  and  wounded  men.  Here  we  distributed  sanitary  stores, 
which  were  much  needed  and  gratefully  received.  From  tent  to 
tent  we  visited  the  uncomplaining  sufi'erers,  doing  good,  as  God 
enabled  us,  to  their  souls  and  to  their  bodies.  The  large  quan- 
tity of  stationery  which  we  distributed,  met  a  very  pressing 
w^ant,  and  enabled  hundreds  to  write  to  their  anxious  relatives 
and  friends  at  home.  While  preaching  a  funeral  sermon  in  one 
of  our  hospitals,  I  observed  one  of  my  hearers,  who  was  lying 
on  a  pallet  of  straw,  evidently  drawing  near  to  death,  very  much 
hiterested;  failing  to  repress  his  emotions,  bringing  his  attenu- 
ated hands  together,  he  exclaimed,  ^^Glory  he  to  God  for  the 
hope  of  salvation  through  Jesus  Christ.''  At  the  close  of  our 
service,  I  approached  the  poor  sufierer  and  asked  him  if  he  loved 
Jesus  Christ  ?  With  a  heavenly  sweetness  of  voice  and  a  full 
heart,  he  replied,  "07i,  yes^  and  Jesus  loves  me.'*  To  this  dying 
soldier  death  had  no  sting,  the  grave  no  gloom — all  was  bright 
beyond.  Alas  !  all  our  brjtVe  men  are  not  the  friends  of  Christ. 
Multitudes  are  hardened  in  sin,  reckless  and  indifferent  to  the 
claims  of  God  and  eternity.  In  the  tent,  the  car  p,  the  hos- 
pital, we  meet  with  abounding  iniquity  and  irrel  ;ion.  Too 
many  of  our  brave  men  neglect  the  great  salvat*  u ;  yet  we 
always  found  them  accessible,  easily  impressed  by  kind  words 
and  good  deeds.  The  prudent,  earnest,  faithful,  Christ-like 
delegate,  and  the  laborious  chaplain,  may  go  among  them, 
•*  bearing  precious  seed,  and  shall  return  with  rejoicing,  bring- 
ing their  sheaves  with  them."  God  bless  the  United  States 
Christian  Commission. 

OiHCiirKATi,  Ohio,  January  Ist,  1864. 
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The  beneficent  work  of  the  Christian  Commission  in  Louis- 
nile,  and  the  points  of  military  operation  further  south,  can  be 
but  partially  exhibited  by  the  statistical  part  of  our  report. 
iThe  most  interesting  results,  indeed,  of  all  Christian  efforts  are 
beyond  the  power  of  numbers  to  represent. 

Previous  to  May,  1863,  the  operations  of  the  Commission 
here  were  largely  directed  from  the  central  office.  Messrs. 
Hughes  and  Parkhill  very  kindly  forwarded  the  supplies  sent 
for  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  and  J.  E.  Hardy,  Esq.,  kept 
the  re^Eiding  matter  sent  for  use  here  in  a  part  of  his  store,  from 
which  it  was  taken  for  distribution  by  the  chaplains  and  other 
friends  of  the  soldier. 

In  the  month  of  May,  an  office  was  opened  here,  mainly 
through  the  agency  of  Rev.  E.  P.  Smith,  field  agent  of  the 
Christian  Commission  for  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  and 
Isaac  Russell,  Esq.,  of  Louisville,  was  solicited  to  become  field 
agent.  He  accepted  the  trust,  and  has  since  devoted  his  time 
and  energies  to  the  good  work.  « 

About  this  time  delegates  of  the  Commission  began  to  arrive 
in  considerable  numbers  on  their  way  to  the  front.  All  were 
necessarily  here  for  a  short  time,  and  some  spent  nearly  their 
whole  term  of  service  in  the  various  hospitals,  barracks,  and 
camps  in  this  city  and  vicinity.  In  these  labors  the  delegates 
were  greatly  aided  and  directed  by  hospital  chaplains  W.  Hol- 
man  and  W.  W.  Meech,  especially  the  latter,  who,  from  his 
familiarity  with  all  the  hospitals  and  other  places  for  labor,  was 
able  to  introduce  them  to  their  work  without  the  delay  of  a 
reconnoisance.  Four  other  chaplains  were  sent  to  the  hospitals 
of  Louisville  in  July,  all  of  whom  have  received  the  delegates 
most  kindly,  and  given  them  great  facilities  for  success  in  their 
work.  Previous  to  May,  the  chaplains,  with  all  the  help  they 
could  secure,  were  able  to  supgly  the  hospitals  with  preaching 
on  the  Lord's  day  only  in  part ;  and  Chaplain  Meech,  as  often 
as  he  could,  held  a  religious  service  at  the  Exchange  Barracks 
in  the  evening,  and  supplied  the  destitute  with  Testaments.  But 
as  soon  as  our  delegates  came  to  their  assistance,  more  Sunday 
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services  were  held,  with  acceptance,  and  meetings  every  night,  in 
the  barracks,  attended  by  the  special  tokens  of  God's  favor. 
These  meetings  were  held  every  night,  with  scarce  an  exception, 
from  the  12th  of  May  till  the  25th  of  August.  The  absence  of 
help  temporarily  suspended  them ;  but  in  September,  they  were 
resumed  again,  attended  with  special  encouragements.  And 
these  meetings  still  continue  to  be  held  as  often  as  our  delegates 
are  able  to  attend  them.  The  interest  was  so  great  at  one 
time,  the  soldiers  tried  to  keep  up  a  meeting  for  themselves 
when  there  was  no  one  to  preach  to  them.  Eternity  alone  can 
reveal  the  good  done  by  the  delegates  of  the  Commission,  in 
holding  meetings,  visiting  the  sick,  to  converse  and  pr^  with 
Ihem,  writing  letters  to  friends,  and  doing  a  nameless  variety  of 
things  for  the  benefit  of  our  soldiers. 

Delegates  have  visited  and  labored  at  Columbia,  Lebanon, 
Munfordville,  Glasgow,  Lexington,  Covington,  Newport,  Camp 
Nelson,  and  at  many  intermediate  points,  with  great  acceptance. 
Camp  Nelson  is  a  place  of  more  than  ordinary  importance  for 
the  occupancy  of  the  Commission.  Among  the  points  of  great- 
est interest  attended  to  in  this  city  and  vicinity,  have  been  the 
several  barracks  and  camps  in  and  around  us. 

In  the  camp  qf  the  Fourth  Tennessee  Infantry,  a  Sunday-school 
was  organized  and  continued  during  its  stay.  Something  was 
also  done  towards  teaching  a  number  of  these  refugees  to  read 
the  word  of  God,  and  all  again  had  opportunities  of  hearing  a 
loyal  and  faithful  exhibition  of  the  glorious  Gospel  of  the  blessed 
God. 

Among  the  refugees  from  East  Tennessee  whom  we  met  in 
the  Fourth  Regiment  East  Tennessee  Volunteers,  were  Isaao 
Seaton  and  his  two  sons.  They  had  been  conscripted  by  the 
rebels,  and,  to  keep  out  of  the  army,  were  secreted  for  several 
months.  For  refusing  to  tell  where  his  sons  were,  and  because 
he  went  to  a  place  to  help  raise  "the  Flag  of  our  Union,"  he 
was  taken  from  his  house  at  a  late  hour  in  the  night  by  soldiers, 
under  the  guidance  of  a  Secession  neighbor,  and  Lung  three 
times  in  succession  till  nearly  dead.  He  showed  the  marks  on 
his  hands  and  wrists  of  the  cord  that  bound  him  during  this  suf- 
fering three  months  after.  Failing  to  get  what  information 
they  desired,  they  started  with  him  as  a  prisoner ;  but  he  escaped 
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in  a  thicket  with  their  shots  flying  by  him,  and  ultimately  reached 
this  place,  with  his  sons  and  others,  where  they  enlisted  in  the 
Union  army,  to  go  back  and  fight  for  their  homes  and  freedom 
in  them.  The  attention  of  your  agent  was  called  to  their  con- 
dition by  Chaplain  Meech,  who  went  with  him  and  saw  to  their 
being  supplied  with  Testaments  and  papers,  and  preached  the 
first  sermon  to  them  many  had  heard  for  a  year  and  a  half. 

Various  camps  of  infantry,  cavalry,  artillery,  and  the  camp 
of  the  Invalid  Corps,  have  received  the  services  of  the  delegates 
of  the  Commission  with  profit.  The  same  is  also  true  to  a  great 
extent  of  passing  regiments.  While  they  were  stopping  for 
refreshments,  advantage  was  taken  of  the  occasion  to  furnish  a 
tract,  paper,  or  small  book  for  the  knapsack,  accompanied  with 
a  kind  word,  all  of  which  were  most  acceptable.  When  the 
regiments  from  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  were  passing  through 
this  place  in  September  last,  a  constant  look-out  was  maintained. 
One  delegate  heard  a  regiment  passing  at  or  near  midnight,  and 
arose  from  his  weary  cot  to  go  a  mile  and  greet  them  with  words 
of  cheer  and  encouragement,  and  to  give  them  some  of  our  inte- 
resting publications,  to  enlighten  their  minds  when  the  morning 
light  should  enable  them  to  peruse  them. 

The  agency  of  the  Commission  has  rendered  all  the  aid  in  its 
power  to  friends  seeking  sick  relatives,  by  securing  passes  for 
them  when  possible,  and  personally  administering  both  material 
and  spiritual  comfort,  and  has  often  received  the  hearty  thanks  of 
the  anxious  and  afflicted  ones.  In  one  instance  your  agent  met 
at  the  railroad  depot  a  very  sick  man,  accompanied  him  to  the 
hospital,  and  then  secured  an  interview  for  him  with  his  loving 
wife,  whom  he  had  not  seen  for  nearly  a  year.  As  soon  as  she 
saw  her  husband,  she  was  convinced  his  earthly  sojourn  was 
short.  In  a  large  ward  of  the  hospital,  surrounded  by  the  sick, 
they  watched  beside  his  cot  till  the  dawning  of  a  new  day,  when 
permission  from  the  proper  authority  was  procured  to  take  him 
to  a  private  residence.  To  this  he  was  borne  on  a  litter,  where, 
with  a  relative  of  his  wife,  your  agent  rendered  all  possible 
assistance  till  he  died,  about  two  days  after,  and  was  removed  to 
his  early  home  for  burial. 

In  view  of  the  varied  wants  of  the  Christian  Commission, 
your  Committee  has  deemed  it  wise  to  issue  a  circular,  setting 
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forth  its  work  and  necessities,  accompanied  hj  such  facts  as 
would  impress  the  people  of  the  State  with  its  importance  and 
the  feasibility  of  its  plan  of  operations.  Such  a  circular  has 
been  prepared,  and  is  expected  to  secure  money  and  stores  for 
your  treasury  and  men  for  your  work.  Your  agent  has  visited 
many  parts  of  the  State,  conversed  with  persons  of  influence 
acquainted  with  the  different  neighborhoods  around  them,  and, 
by  the  diffusion  of  information  in  regard  to  the  Commission,  has 
prepared  the  way  for  liberal  contributions  to  its  treasury. 

Free  access  has  been  given  our  delegates  to  all  the  hospitals, 
camps,  and  barracks  of  the  city  and  vicinity;  and  they  have 
preached,  conversed,  and  prayed  with  the  sick  and  dying,  writ- 
ten letters  for  them  and  their  friends,  and  distributed  our  publi- 
cations freely  among  them.  A  very  interesting  state  of  religious 
interest  has  resulted  in  some  instances.  In  one,  a  delegate  con- 
versed and  prayed  with  a  sick  man,  who  expressed  hope  in  the 
Saviour  at  the  conclusion  of  the  prayer,  and  died  only  two  days 
after,  rejoicing  in  the  Lord. 

Many  of  the  poor  and  unfortunate  refugees  from  Tennessee, 
Georgia,  and  Alabama,  who  had  lost  almost  everything,  reached 
this  city,  where  they  have  been  temporarily  provided  for.  Your 
agency  has  done  what  it  could  by  visiting  their  sick,  attending 
their  funerals,  holding  religious  services  with  them,  furnishing 
Testaments  to  such  as  could  read,  and  primers  and  Sunday- 
school  papers  to  the  children. 

The  numerous  rebel  prisoners  confined  in  the  military  prison 
here,  and  being  sent  hence  to  Camp  Chase  and  other  points, 
have  found  a  place  in  the  labors  of  the  Commission.  The  Testa- 
ments, tracts,  and  clothing  that  have  been  furnished  them,  have 
been  thankfully  received. 

It  affords  us  great  pleasure  to  acknowledge  the  kind  attentions 
of  Dr.  T.  8.  Bell  whenever  called  to  visit  sick  delegates.  The 
Rev.  Henry  Powers,  a  delegate  of  the  Commission,  was  sick 
here  for  several  weeks,  and  a  part  of  the  time  dangerously  ill. 
Mr.  J.  M.  Stevens  and  his  most  estimable  lady  took  him  home 
to  their  house,  and,  like  the  Good  Samaritan,  were  unremitting 
in  the  kindest  attentions  to  him,  gratuitously  bestowed,  till  he 
was  restored  to  health.  Mr.  Maull,  also,  was  untiring  in  kind 
attentions  to  Mr.  Powers. 
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On  Thanksgiving  day  a  sumptuous  dinner  was  provided  for 
some  of  the  hospitals  by  the  loyal  ladies  and  friends  of  the  sol- 
diers, and  in  others  religious  services  were  held  without  an  unu- 
sual dinner.  As  Christmas  approached,  a  movement  was  made 
to  secure  a  generous  dinner  for  the  twenty  hospitals,  soldiers' 
home  barracks,  and  camps,  in  the  city  and  vicinity.  The  re- 
sponse was  most  praiseworthy.  A  superabundance  of  every- 
thing needful  was  provided,  and  served  chiefly  by  the  ladies, 
whose  very  presence  and  kindness  cheered  the  hearts  of  our 
noble  soldiers  beyond  the  power  of  expression.  The  tables 
groaned  under  the  pressure  of  good  things  provided,  when  the 
long  line  of  soldiers  marched  up  to  the  assault  on  their  deli- 
cious contents.  A  few  appropriate  remarks  were  made,  and  the 
chaplains  asked  God's  blessing  on  all.  Then  the  ladies  vied 
with  each  other  in  serving  them,  as  they  had  first  served  the 
sicker  patients  in  the  wards,  until,  in  the  gladness  of  the  hour, 
those  who  had  endured  hardness  as  good  soldiers  for  their  coun- 
try forgot  their  hardships.  This  complete  demonstration  of  kind 
care  and  sympathy  can  never  be  forgottSn  by  our  noble  soldiers, 
who  were  made  so  happy  by  it  One  hospital  and  camp  were 
reserved  for  a  new-year's  dinner  of  the  same  character.    ' 

Our  relations  to  the  Sanitary  Commission  have  been  of  a  most 
kind  and  pleasant  character.  They  have  received  at  their  store- 
rooms and  forwarded  all  supplies  destined  for  Nashville  and 
points  beyond,  with  a  degree  of  promptness  truly  commendable. 
The  work  of  the  two  Commissions  has  thus  been  blended,  like 
the  union  of  the  body  and  soul,  for  which  they  labor. 

It  is  gratifying  to  us  to  be  able  to  acknowledge  many  favors 
at  the  hands  of  the  Adams'  Express  Company,  which  has  taken 
many  boxes  and  bundles  free  to  the  soldiers  in  all  parts  of  the 
State.  The  railroads  to  and  from  this  city  have  very  cheer- 
fully passed  the  del«gates  free  of  charge,  and  many  of  our 
stores.  All  have  our  warmest  thanks,  which  are' especially  due 
to  those  of  Kentucky.  We  also  take  pleasure  in  expressing  our 
kindest  regards  to  the  line  of  mail-boats  which  have  carried  our 
delegates  to  and  from  Cincinnati  at  reduced  fare,  as  we  do  to 
all  who  have  in  any  way  aided  us  in  the  great  and  noble  work 
God  has  enabled  us  thus  far  to  accomplish.  Hoping  for  the 
continued  favor  of  all  those  who  have  aided  us,  and  especially 
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for  the  Divine  blessing,  that  makes  rich,  and  adds  no  sorrow,  we 
here  close  our  report  of  the  operations  of  the  year  of  our  Lord 
1863. 

Isaac  Russell, 

For  the  Committee. 
LoiriSTiLLa,  Ky.,  December  81,  1663. 

Obituary  BTote. 
Since  closing  the  report  of  our  operations  during  the  year 
1868,  and  before  we  had  time  to  mail  the  report  to  you  at  the 
central  office,  it  has  pleased  the  Lord  to  call  to  higher  service 
our  most  esteemed  and  now  lamented  brother,  Thomas  Quigley, 
Esq.,  the  efficient  Treasurer  of  this  branch  of  the  Christian 
Commission.  He  departed  this  life  on  the  second  day  of  Janu- 
ary, 1864,  at  the  age  of  sixty -four  years,  having  for  many  years 
so  honored  a  Christian  profession  as  to  secure  the  highest  regard 
of  all  who  knew  him.  Words  fail  to  express  the  loss  sustained 
by  us  and  a  large  circle  of  bereaved  friends,  to  whom  we  give 
assurance  of  our  sympathy  and  prayers.  May  his  mantle  fall 
on  another,  to  glorify  God  with  a  spirit  of  equal  devotion  to  his 
cause. 

Death  of  Thomas  Quiglet,  Esq. 

The  hearts  of  this  community  were  painfully  and  suddenly 
afflicted  yesterday  morning  in  hearing  of  the  death  of  the  vene- 
rable and  much-loved  Thomas  Quigley,  Esq.  He  was  so  regular 
'  in  all  his  habits,  that  no  one  in  looking  at  him  had  a  thought  of 
his  death  to  cross  his  mind.  We  saw  him  on  Saturday  morning, 
and  very  little  expected  then  to  hear  that  he  had  to  be  carried 
home  that  day  a  sufferer  from  an  attack  of  paralysis.  Mr. 
Quigley  was  one  of  the  best  citizens  of  Kentucky.  He  was  quiet, 
unassuming,  unobtrusive,  yet  he  was  one  of  the  most  public- 
spirited  men  in  the  State.  He  was  always  alive  to  everything 
that  could  promote  the  prosperity  or  welfare  of  the  people.  The 
people  owe  to  him  a  large  portion  of  the  gratitude  that  is  due 
for  the  building  and  successful  running  of  the  Nashville  Railroad. 
In  all  financial  matters  his  name  was  a  tower  of  strength.  He 
was  one  of  the  best  financiers  that  Kentucky  has  produced. 
Throughout  the  struggle  against  the  rebellion,  he  has  been  one 
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of  the  most  zealous  and  one  of  the  most  untiring  of  the  friends 
of  the  Union.  In  all  respects,  Thomas  Quigley  was  one  of  the 
best  men  we  have  ever  known.  It  would  be  folly  to  attempt 
expressions  of  condolence  toward  the  afflicted  family,  with  any 
hope  that  their  agonized  hearts  are  now  open  to  such  expres- 
sions. The  State  and  the  city  deeply,  profoundly  feel  this  irre- 
parable loss.  Time,  the  consoler,  only  can  assuage  this  private 
and  public  sorrow. — Journal. 


ST.  LOUIS  COMMITTEE. 

Beport  of  the  St.  Louis  Branch  of  the  United  States  Christian 
Commission  for  the  Year  1863. 

In  reviewing  the  labors  of  the  past  year,  we  have  much  cause 
for  gratitude.  God  has  opened  a  wide  door  of  usefulness,  both 
here  and  in  the  Army  of  the  Mississippi.  We  have  not  for- 
gotten our  sailors,  or  the  "freedmen  "  who  wear  our  national 
uniform. 

The  home  work  for  the  multitudes  in  our  numeroas  hospitals, 
during  the  whole  year,  has  been  intensely  interesting  and  very 
laborious.  To  care  for  and  suitably  minister  to  the  wants  of 
ten  thousand  men,  has  called  for  more  labor  than  we  have  been 
able  fully  to  meet.  It  was  only  a  portion  of  the  year  that  our 
hospitals  were  thus  crowded. 

Delegates  from  other  States,  the  ladies  of  the  Union  Aid 
Society  of  this  city,  and  members  of  this  Commission,  have  done 
what  they  could  to  supplement  the  work  of  the  chaplains,  both 
in  camp  and  hospitals,  in  ministering  to  the  spiritual  and  tem- 
poral wants  of  our  brave  soldiers. 

There  have  been  sent  out  from  our  rooms  and  personally  dis- 
tributed three  hundred  and  eighty-five  thousand  five  hundred 
and  eighty-eight  publications,  and  three  million  one  hundred 
and  seventy  four  thousand  five  hundred  and  sixty-one  pages  of 
tracts,  besides  those  sent  to  us  by  the  parent  society.  Also,  four 
thousand  six  hundred  and  ninety-two  volumes  of  books  have 
been  collected  by  the  field  agent,  as  an  incidental  part  of  his 
work,  and  put  in  hospital  wards  for  libraries.     All  of  the  prin- 
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cipal  hospitals  in  and  near  St.  Louis  have  thus  been  furnished, 
to  the  great  gratification  of  chaplains,  surgeons  in  charge,  and 
the  edification  of  the  patients.  The  soldiers  are  grateful  for 
these  tokens  of  interest  in  their  mental  and  spiritual  welfare. 

At  Jefferson  Barracks,  twelve  miles  south  of  the  city,  we  have 
had,  besides  other  voluntary  laborers,  a  lady  missionary,  who 
has  given  her  entire  time  to  laboring  directly  with  the  soldiers 
in  their  wards,  and  tells  us  that  not  a  week  has  passed' in  that 
time  but  some  have  been  hopefully  converted.  Hundreds  have, 
during  the  year,  given  satisfactory  evidence  of  having  passed 
from  death  unto  life.  Her  labors  show  what  a  pious,  self-deny- 
ing lady  can  do  for  soldiers  in  hospitals. 

Rev.  A.  S.  Wells  spent  two  months  also  at  Jefferson  Barracks, 
where  there  were  eighteen  hundred  patients  in  the  wards.  He 
writes,  "  I  have  spent  sixty-one  days  in  your  service,  dividing 
my  time  between  Lawson  Hospital,  New  House  of  Refuge,  Gene- 
ral Hospital,  and  Benton  and  Jefferson  Barracks.  Six  weeks  of 
this  time  was  devoted  to  Jefferson  Barracks.  During  this  time , 
I  have  delivered  thirty-four  Gospel  sermons,  have  taken  part  in 
and  conducted  numerous  prayer-meetings,  conversed  and  prayed 
with  a  great  number  at  their  bedsides,  have  written  letters  for 
the  soldiers,  and  distributed  a  large  amount  of  reading  matter. 

At  Benton  Barracks  there  has  been  erected  during  the  year, 
by  the  generous  contributions  of  the  citizens  of  St.  Louis  and 
army  oflScers  and  soldiers,  a  commodious  chapel,  where  daily  ser- 
vices have  been  held.  The  religious  interest  at  these  barracks 
has  been  remarkable  during  the  whole  year.  For  a  good  por- 
tion of  the  year,  two  services  a  day  were  held  by  the  chaplains 
and  members  of  this  Commission.  It  was  not  an  unfrequent 
circumstance  to  have  one  thousand  at  these  meetings.  As  many 
as  seventy  soldiers  at  one  time  have  arisen  for  prayer.  Hun- 
dreds have  been  hopefully  converted.  At  times  we  have  had  at 
these  barracks  near  eight  thousand  men,  consisting  of  paroled 
soldiers,  men  for  the  navy,  convalescents,  sick  and  wounded  from 
Arkansas  and  Mississippi.  It  has  been  "  a  field  white  for  the 
harvest,**  accessible  to  the  city  by  railroad  ;  it  has  enjoyed  the 
benefits  of  not  only  chaplains,  but  a  large  number  of  volunteer 
laborers  from  the  Ladies*  Union  Aid  Society,  who  have  been 
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untiring  and  indefatigable  in  caring  for  and  richly  supplying  the 
temporal  and  spiritual  wants  of  these  noble  men. 

Benton  Barracks  at  this  time  is  crowded  with  soldiers  and 
patients,  and  still  calls  for  unremitting  exertions  to  benefit  and 
bless  the  thousands  coming  and  going  from  that  place.  God  is 
still  there  by  His  Holy  Spirit ;  the  meetings  are  crowded.  An- 
other chapel  is  needed  to  accommodate  the  numbers  who  would 
gladly  attend  religious  exercises.  There  are  at  the  present  time 
over  two  thousand  "freedmen  **  wearing  our  uniform,  and  hun- 
dreds coming  weekly  ;  for  their  benefit  much  needs  to  be  done, 
and  will  call  for  special  attention  from  the  Commission. 

"  Camp  Jackson,"  near  the  city,  has  contained,  during  the 
year,  many  regiments,  called  in  for  the  defence  of  the  city  and 
State  from  Arkansas,  Minnesota,  and  other  points,  affording  us 
an  opportunity  of  resupplying  them  with  Testaments  and  other 
reading  matter,  besides  preaching  to  them.  Some  of  these  regi- 
ments had  lost  their  chaplains,  had  not  heard  a  sermon  for  nine 
months,  had  been  at  Pea  Ridge,  Helena,  &c.,  and  so  constantly 
on  the  march  that  they  had,  during  their  hard  service  and 
severe  hardships,  lost  their  Testaments  and  all  their  reading 
matter.  They  duly  appreciate  the  visits,  preaching,  and  distri- 
bution. Several  thousand  Testaments,  hymn-books,  and  papers 
were  furnished  them. 

Pilot  Knob,  some  ninety-five  miles  south  of  this,  has  afforded 
a  fine  field  of  labor.  In  the  spring,  some  fifteen  thousand  in- 
fantry and  artillery  were  collected  there.  After  that,  over  ten 
thousand  cavalry  were  collected  there.  Before  the  ^rst  were 
ordered  to  Vicksburg,  they  were  very  generally  supplied  with 
suitable  books.  The  number  of  chaplains  was  very  small.  They 
had  been  out  in  the  hardest  service  of  the  war.  They  seemed 
starved  for  reading  matter.  Gladly  and  very  thankfully  they 
received  the  books.  Several  of  the  regiments  were  urgent  for 
preaching,  saying  they  had  not  heard  a  sermon  for  a  year. 
General  Vandever,  General  Heron,  and  General  Davidson  gave 
their  aid  and  influence  to  forward  the  distribution,  and  every 
facility  for  making  it  thorough.  Chaplains,  colonels,  and  cap- 
tains welcomed  the  visits  of  the  delegates  and  aided  in  the 
distributions. 

At  Memphis,  reading  rooms  were  opened  by  K.  A.  Bumell, 
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field  agent^  early  last  spring,  from  which  have  been  issued  a 
large  amount  of  reading  matter.  Assisted  by  Rev.  F.  G.  En- 
sign, daily  prayer-meetings  have  been  held.  Brother  Burnell, 
as  field  agent,  and  Rev.  F.  G.  Ensign,  as  station  agent,  have  looked 
after  the  soldiers  in  West  Tennessee,  North  Mississippi,  and 
Arkansas. 

Brother  Ensign,  under  date  of  December  7,  writes :  "  The 
work  is  progressing  better  now  than  ever  before.  Our  prayer- 
meetings  are  very  interesting.  There  was  a  deeper  interest 
manifested  to-day  than  I  have  seen  before.  I  was  enabled  to 
preach  three  times  yesterday,  and  three  times  the  Sabbath  before. 
All  the  meetings  were  deeply  interesting.  Our  room  was  pretty 
well  filled  at  the  afternoon  service  yesterday, — a  much  larger 
attendance  than  we  have  had  at  any  previous  meeting.  I  have 
learned  that  we  must  not  be  discouraged  if  often  there  are  but 
few ;  for  I  see  that  almost  every  day  half  of  those  present  are 
strangers.  As  soon  as  the  soldiers  from  the  hospitals  are  con- 
valescent, and  can  get  out  and  go  about  much,  they  are  sent  to 
the  barracks  or  furloughed.  This  makes  our  meetings  ever 
variable,  but  always  interestihg.  I  have  no  doubt  there  have 
been  as  many  as  two  thousand  difierent  soldiers  at  our  meetings 
within  the  past  two  months.'* 

Our  library  at  Memphis  numbers  about  two  hundred  and  fifty 
volumes,  and  is  doing  a  good  work.  Nearly  fifty  volumes  are 
out  daily.     The  soldiers  are  careful  of  them,  and  return  them. 

K.  A.  Bumell  has  spent  several  weeks  in  the  Northwest,  ad- 
dressing churches,  raising  funds,  and  awakening  a  deeper  personal 
interest  for  the  soldiers.  His  recent  visit  to  Chattanooga,  and 
six  weeks'  labor  among  the  sick  and  wounded,  after  the  battle 
of  Chickamauga,  were  highly  appreciated.  Many  will  hold  in 
lasting  gratitude  those  timely  counsels  and  self-denying  labors. 

His  return  to  Memphis  with  the  two  ladies,  to  complete  a 
more  thorough  organization  of  means  to  supply  the  spiritual 
wants  of  all  who  can  be  benefited  at  or  near  Memphis,  is  hailed 
with  pleasure  by  all  who  are  associated  with  him.  He  will  look 
after  the  work  of  the  Commission  both  at  Yicksburg  and  Little 
Rock,  and  other  points  along  the  river. 

At  Vicksburg,  such  rooms  have  been  opened  and  furniBhed  as 
were  necessary  for  delegates  and  the  supply  of  the  soldiers. 


210  UNITED  STATES  CHRISTIAN  OOMMISSION. 

Little  Rock  has  now  its  reading  room,  a  daily  prayer-meeting, 
and  a  good  supply  of  books  as  libraries  for  the  hospitals. 

This  Commission  has  sent  Brother  C.  C.  Thayer  to  co-operate 
with  the  chaplains  at  that  point  in  supplying  the  twenty  thou- 
sand soldiers  there,  and  who  can  be  reached  from  Little  Rock. 
The  chaplains  passed  a  vote  of  thanks  for  our  remembrances 
and  supplies.  They  have  a  daily  prayer-meeting  at  the  reading 
rooms.  The  meetings  are  well  attended,  and  the  evidences  of 
good  are  very  encouraging. 

Rev.  P.  Boughton,  Secretary  of  the  Seaman's  Aid  Society, 
has  made  one  tour  during  December  through  to  New  Orleans, 
preaching  and  distributing  at  Cairo,  Vicksburg,'  and  other 
points,  besides  services  on  the  boats,  acting  as  a  delegate,  but 
not  at  the  expense  of  the  Commission. 

For  the  soldiers  on  our  Western  frontier,  over  ten  thousand 
in  number,  located  at  Fort  Leavenworth,  Fort  Scott,  Fort  Smith, 
and  as  far  out  as  Fort  Benton,  arrangements  have  been  made 
to  send  them  regular  supplies  of  reading  matter.  The  recent 
visit  of  the  field  agent  was  welcomed  by  the  people  of  St. 
Joseph,  Leavenworth,  and  Lawrence,  and  liberal  contributions 
given,  although  fire  and  sword  had  so  terribly  desolated  their 
borders  and  nearly  levelled  Lawrence  to  the  ground. 

For  the  "freedmen,"  who  have  been  gathering  here  since 
last  August  as  soldiers,  we  are  furnishing  spelling-books  for 
beginners,  and  Testaments  and  papers  to  such  as  can  read.  In 
the  first  regiment  of  eight  hundred  men,  it  was  found  that  about 
one  hundred  of  the  number  could  read.  Five  hundred  spelling- 
books  were  furnished  to  the  others  before  they  left  for  Helena, 
Arkansas.  All  who  are  accepted  as^ofiicers  for  the  colored  regi- 
ments, have  to  give  satisfactory  evidence  that  they  neither  drink 
nor  dwear^  and  to  pledge  themselves  to  become  teachers  to  their 
men.  This  is  very  hopeful,  and  full  of  promise  for  good.  The 
teacher  is  thus  constantly  with  his  pupils.  As  a  class,  these 
oflScers  are  moral,  and  most  of  them  religious  men.  If  we  will 
only  furnish  the  books,  these  officers  will  become  teachers,  thus 
forming  a  vast  peripatetic  school  for  the  million  emerging  from 
bondage.  To  the  patriot  and  Christian,  this  is  truly  one  of  the 
signs  of  the  times. 

Our  correspondence  from  officers  in  the  array,  from  chaplains 
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and  colaborers,  is  full  of  hope  and  encouragement.  We  are 
strengthened  by  such  letters  to  press  forward  in  the  work.  We 
give  extracts  from  one  sent  by  General  Clinton  B.  Fiske,  on  the 
receipt  of  a  package  of  reading  matter : 

"  Brother  Smyth,  of  the  St.  Louis  Branch  Christian  Commis- 
sion, sent  me  a  large  lot  of  reading  matter  a  few  days  ago.  God 
bless  the  Christian  Commission  and  all  who  carry  the  bread  of 
life  to  the  soldiers  in  camp  and  hospitals.  Exhort  all  who  love 
God  to  write,  write^  write  to  them,  to  their  fathers,  husbands, 
brothers,  lovers,  and  friends  in  the  army,  with  earnest  entreaty 
that  they  keep  from  every  wicked  thing  when  the  host  goeth  forth 
against  the  enemy.  Letters  from  home,  written  in  the  proper 
spirit^  are  sermonSj  that  reach  the  heart  and  start  the  tear  of 
penitence  from  many  a  wandering  one." 

Such  were  the  feelings  of  General  Fiske  while  engaged  with 
his  brigade  in  taking  Vicksburg.  As  commander  of  the  post  of 
St.  Louis,  he  is  a  terror  to  evil  doers  and  a  praise  to  them  who  do 
well.  The  Committee  are  cheered  by  his  presence  at  our  meet- 
ings and  cordial  co-operation  in  carrying  out  plans  for  the  good 
of  the  soldiers. 

Our  receipts  from  all  sources  during  the  year  have  been 
$5108  81;  expenditures,  $4078  88;  leaving  a  balance  of 
J1029  98. 

Thirty  delegates  have  been  commissioned  and  sent  out,  six  of 
whom  are  still  in  commission.  58,711  Testaments,  190  Bibles, 
16,815  hymn-books;  52,392  knapsack-books,  4756  bound  vol- 
umes, 6343  magazines,  8,174,561  pages  of  tracts,  225,869 
papers,  19,214  cards,  and  1798  miscellaneous  publications,  in- 
clusive of  all  received  from  the  central  oflSce  and  all  other  . 
sources,  have  been  distributed  during  the  year. 

With  our  rooms  located  in  a  central  position  of  the  city, 
where  daily  prayer-meetings  and  other  services  are  held ;  with 
an  efiBcient  Committee,  ready  for  every  good  word  and  work ; 
with  a  field  agent  to  visit  the  hospitals  and  the  army,  and  also 
to  lay  our  wants  before  the  churches  and  secure  their  interest 
and  co-operation ;  with  our  brethren  and  colaborers  at  Mem- 
phis, Little  Rock,  Vicksburg,  Natchez,  and  on  the  gunbo.its; 
with  the  people  on  all  parts  of  our  field  ready  to  give  their 


212  UNITED  STATIS  CHRISTIAN  COMMISSION. 

money  or  sanitary  supplies,  we  enter  on  the  labors  of  the  new 
year,  hoping  to  accomplish  much  for  the  spiritual  and  temporal 
benefit  of  the  brave  men  who  have  set  us  an  example  of  self- 
denial  and  devotion. 

The  co-operation  of  Peoria,  Detroit,  Chicago,  and  Milwaukie, 
should  enable  us  to  canvass  thoroughly  the  home  field,  and  pro- 
vide both  men  and  means  to  thoroughly  supply  our  Southwestern 
army. 

Adopted  at  a  regular  meeting  of  the  Commission  at  the 
rooms,  St.  Louis,  January  18,  1864. 

Isaac  S.  Smyth, 

Chairman. 

Jno.  B.  Whitehead, 

Sooretary. 

J.  H.  Parsons, 

Corresponding  Secretary  St.  Louis  Christian  Commission. 

Letter  from  a  Grateful  Soldier. 

Ward  0,  JsFrERSoiff  Barracks,  Mo., 
October  12,  1868. 

Miss  Jennie  L.  Whedon, 

Bunker  Hill,  Illinois. 

You  will  pardon  the  presumption  of  a  wounded  soldier  for 
writing  you  a  few  lines.  Seeing  your  name  in  a  book  that  I 
have  just  finished  reading,  Lthought  surely  you  must  be  a  friend 
to  the  soldier  to  give  or  send  books  to  the  hospital.  If  you 
could  realize  how  eagerly  the  soldiers  grab  at  the  pamphlets, 
tracts,  and  books  that  are  distributed  among  them,  you  would 
not  falter  in  the  good  work  of  giving  reading  matter  to  the  sick 
or  wounded  soldier.  It  gladdens  the  soldier's  heart  to  think 
that  he  is  thought  of  and  cared  for,  after  fatiguing  marches  and 
suffering  from  the  want  of  food.  Hoping  you  will  continue 
to  give  or  send  good  books,  I  tender  you  the  thanks  of  the  sick 
and  wounded  soldiers  of  Ward  0. 

Respectfully, 

David  A.  Trowbridqe. 

The  above  is  one  of  the  books  contained  in  six  boxes  sent 
from  that  place,  besides  a  handsome  donation  in  money. 
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Lbtteb  fkoh  the  Ghaplainb  at  Jefferson  Barraoes. 

JsmssoH  Barracks, 

October  30,  1863. 

Eev.  S.  Wells, 

Field  Agent,  Ao. 

We  desire  gratefully  to  acknowle^e  the  reception,  from  time 
to  time  during  the  last  several  months,  of  books  and  packages 
of  books,  and  other  reading  matter,  sent  through  your  kind 
agency  for  distribution  in  this  hospital.  Please  accept  our 
thanks  for  your  Christian  interest  in  behalf  of  the  sick  and 
wounded  soldiers  now  placed  providentially  imder  our  care,  and 
whose  comfort  and  spiritual  edification,  as  we  trust,  are  daily 
promoted  and  ministered  to  through  the  aid  of  your  acceptable 
and  timely  benefactions.  Praying  God  to  bless  you  abundantly 
m  your  labors,  we  are, 

Very  truly  and  fraternally,  yours, 

John  F.  Fish, 

Post  Chaplain  United  States  Armj. 

Samuel  Pettigrew, 

Hospital  Chaplain  United  States  Army. 


FEOBIA  COMMITTEE. 

Keport  of  the  Army  Committee  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian 
Association  of  Peoria,  Illinois,  for  1863. 

This  Committee  has  done  a  large,  and,  we  hope,  a  profitable 
work  in  the  army  this  year.  The  number  of  delegates  has  not 
been  large ;  but  great  care  has  been  taken  to  send  none  but 
those  well  qualified  for  the  work.  The  President  of  our  associa- 
tion left  for  the  Army  of  the  Mississippi  on  the  2d  of  February. 
He  visited  Memphis  and  the  army  then  before  Vicksburg.  The 
weather  being  unfavorable  for  out-door  meetings,  his  labors  were 
principally  confined  to  the  hospitals.  Having  remained  away 
about  a  month,  he  returned,  and  made  arrangements  for  a  more 
protracted  visit  later  in  the  season. 

Rev.  ELiram  Doane,  our  city  missionary,  being  desirous  of 
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laboring  for  Jesus  among  the  soldiers,  and  hearing  of  the  want  of 
a  faithful  chaplain  in  the  hospitals  of  Nashville,  we  sent  him  to 
that  place  on  the  1st  of  February.  He  remained  there,  working 
most  faithfully  in  the  cause  of  his  Master,  until  he  found  his 
health  failing,  consequent  upon  the  constant  breathing  of  the 
fetid  atmosphere  of  the  hospitals.  His  whole  heart  was  in  the 
work,  however,  and  he  determined  to  continue  in  the  army  for 
the  war.  He  immediately  proceeded  to  Memphis,  and  entered 
the  Forty-seventh  Regiment  Illinois  Volunteers  as  their  chap- 
lain, where  he  continued  until  his  Master  called  him  up  higher. 
But  few  men  were  so  admirably  adapted  for  this  glorious  work 
as  Mr.  Doane.  Faithful,  persevering,  deeply  sympathizing  with 
the  suffering,  kind  to  all,  and  always  on  the  watch  to  do  some- 
thing for  his  Lord  and  Master,  he  was  a  model  chaplain.  Through 
all  the  battles  and  siege  of  Vicksburg,  he  was  always  with  his 
regiment.  Where  the  fight  was  most  bloody  and  the  carnage 
most  awful,  there  was  always  to  be  found  this  most  faithful  man 
of  God,  caring  for  the  wounded,  and  as  far  as  in  his  power 
relieving  suffering.  But  few  men  have  the  power  which  he  pos- 
sessed, of  drawing  others  towards  them,  and  gaining  the  con- 
fidence and  affection  of  those  among  whom  he  was  thrown.  It 
required  no  summons  from  the  commander  to  bring  out  an  audi- 
ence for  his  services  in  the  camp.  The  sound  of  his  voice,  as 
he  stood  in  the  midst  of  the  encampment,  was  enough.  The 
boys  clustered  around,  eager  for  the  words  of  him  who  lived  as 
he  taught.  In  the  midst  of  his  usefulness  he  was  called  away 
by  that  mysterious  Providence  **  whose  ways  are  not  our  ways." 
All  we  can  do  is  to  bow  our  heads  in  submission  and  say,  "  Thy 
will  be  done."  He  died  on  the  21st  of  July,  in  the  United  States 
Hospital  at  Vicksburg. 

**  Asleep  in  Jesus,  blessed  sleep, 
From  which  none  eyer  wake  to  weep ; 
A  oalm  and  undisturbed  repose, 
Unbroken  by  the  ^ast  of  foee.*' 

On  the  81st  of  March,  the  President;,  of  our  Association,  ac- 
companied by  Rev.  Sanford  H.  Smith  and  Miss  Mary  Smith,  left 
for  the  Army  of  the  Mississippi.  At  Cairo  they  were  joined  by 
Mr.  Howard  of  the  American  Tract  Society,  and  at  Memphis 
by  Mr.  K.  A.  Burnell  of  the  St.  Louis  Association.     They 


PBORIA  COMMITTBB.  215 

labored  in  the  hospitals  of  Memphis  and  among  'the  soldiers 
around  that  city,  also  in  Fort  Pickering,  for  some  two  weeks, 
Messrs.  Burnell  and  Reynolds  proceeding  down  the  river  to 
Helena  and  Yicksburg ;  Miss  Smith  accepting  a  position  in  the 
Union  Hospital,  where  she  now  is,  giving  her  time  and  all  she 
has  for  the  relief  of  our  poor  sufiering  soldiers.  When  the  his- 
tory of  this  war  is  written,  one  of  its  most  glorious  pages  will 
be  the  record  of  the  self-denying  devotion  of  these  Christian 
women,  who  have  left  comfortable,  and,  in  many  cases,  luxurious 
homes,  for  years  of  labor  in  our  Southern  hospitals.  Rev.  Mr. 
Smith  remained  for  a  few  weeks  preaching  Jesus  to  the  thou- 
sands of  soldiers  surrounding  Memphis. 

At  Helena,  Messrs.  Reynolds  and  Burnell  were  entertained, 
during  their  stay  of  a  week,  by  that  Christian  soldier.  General 
Fiske,  who  is  not  only  a  soldier  of  his  country,  bui  a  soldier  of 
the  Cross,  carrying  aloft  the  Stars  and  Stripes  and  "  standing  up 
for  Jesus  "  wherever  he  is  placed.  All  the  camps  and  hospitals 
at  this  point  were  visited  and  supplied  with  religious  reading, 
and  many  an  inquiring  soul  pointed  to  Jesus.  While  at  this 
point,  an  Iowa  regiment  was  visited  by  Mr.  Reynolds,  and  upon 
inquiry,  was  informed  no  religious  service  had  been  held  in  it 
for  over  nine  months.  The  assembly  call  being  sounded,  a  ma- 
jority of  the  regiment  convened,  and  were  addressed  by  Mr. 
Reynolds  upon  the  subject  of  their  souls'  salvation.  At  the 
close  of  the  meeting  all  Christians  were  requested  to  remain. 
Nine  persons  tarried.  The  speaker  asked  them  if  they  were 
willing  to  live  for  the  future  as  they  had  in  the  past,  with  no 
religious  services  whatever.  He  reminded  them  of  the  com- 
mand, "Forsake  not  the  assembling. of  yourselves  together.*' 
Deep  feeling  was  manifested  by  the  little  number, — penitence 
for  past  neglect  of  duty ;  and  at  the  close  of  the  remarks  they 
a)l  with  one  consent  resolved  that,  God  helping  them,  they  would 
be  more  fully  consecrated  to  their  Saviour,  whom  for  so  many 
months  they  had  ^^  followed  afar  off."  It  was  announced  that 
in  the  evening  a  prayer-meeting  would  be  held  in  a  deserted 
plantation  house  near  at  hand.  Upon  the  arrival  of  the  hour 
for  meeting,  the  expected  nine  appeared,  and  with  them  between 
two  and  three  hundred  of  their  fellow-soldiers.  The  meeting 
was  opened  by  singing  the  hymn,  "All  hail  the  power  of  Jesus' 
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name."  This  "was  followed  by  the  offering  up  of  a  prayer  by 
one  of  the  officers  of  the  regiment.  As  the  meeting  progressed, 
many,  unused  to  weep,  were  seen  bathed  in  tears;  sobs  and  cry- 
ing were  heard  from  almost  every  portion  of  that  large  congre- 
gation, and  that  night  there  "was  joy  in  the  presence  of  the 
angels  of  God  over  sinners  repenting."  A  fine-looking  officer 
'arose  and  said,  "  Soldiers,  you  are  no  doubt  surprised  at  seeing 
me  here  this  evening,  and  you  will  be  more  surprised  when  I 
tell  you  that  I  was  once  a  Christian,  and  have  now  a  Christian 
wife  and  three  children  in  the  State  of  Iowa.  Before  I  left  them, 
that  wife  made  me  promise  to  maintain  my  Christian  character 
unsullied  in  the  army.  But  I  soon  forgot  that  promise.  On 
entering  this  regiment  I  had  not  moral  courage  enough  to  tell 
any  one  I  was  a  Christian.  Ashamed  to  pray,  I  soon  found 
Christ  was  ashamed  of  me.  I  fell  fast  into  profanity,  intempe- 
rance, and  gambling.  As  most  of  you  know,  I  am  now  addicted 
to  all  those  vices.  Do  you  think  I  am  happy  ?  Oh,  no  ;  I  am  , 
miserable.  That  faithful  wife  would  write  me  each  week  a  long 
letter,  and  at  the  close  would  often  say,  '  Oh,  George,  if  we  are 
never  permitted  to  meet  on  earth  again,  how  it  comforts  me  to 
know  we  will  meet  on  the  other  side  of  Jordan,  where  there  are 
no  wars  and  no  parting.'  Oh,  soldiers,  how  those  letters  would 
burn  my  heart !  How  that  wife  was  deceived  !  Many  a  night 
I  have  lain  awake  thinking  over  my  fallen  condition,  and  then 
drowned  my  thoughts  in  the  morning  with  liquor.  Day  before 
yesterday  I  received  another  letter  from  that  wife,  in  which  she 
said,  '  George,  in  looking  over  your  letters,  I  am  surprised  you 
say  nothing  about  your  religious  condition ;  how  you  are  pro- 
gressing in  your  Christian  course.  Oh,  George,  can  it  be  pos- 
sible you  have  turned  your  back  upon  your  Saviour,  and  that 
you  are  no  longer  a  Christian  ?  If  I  thought  for  a  moment 
that  if  you  should  fall  in  this  war,  and  I  should  never  see  you 
again  in  this  world,  and  that  we  would  never  meet  in  the  next, 
it  would  break  my  heart,*  "  The  strong  man  was  broken  down. 
After  becoming  more  calm,  he  proceeded,  saying,  "  Now,  sol- 
diers, as  for  me,  I,  like  the  prodigal  son,  am  determined  to 
return  to  my  Father.  From  this  time  henceforward  I  am  deter- 
mined to  stand  up  for  Christ  as  valiantly  as  for  my  country." 
And,  from  letters  which  we  have  received  from  that  regiment,  we 
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learn  he  is  "standing  up*'  and  doing  a  great  work  in  drawing 
.others  to  Jesus. 

From  Helena  Messrs.  Bumell  and  Reynolds  proceieded  to 
Milliken's  Bend,  about  nine  miles  above  Vicksburg.  From  this 
point  the  troops  proceeded  to  Grand  Gulf  and  the  rear  of  Vicks- 
burg. Here  they  had  an  opportunity  of  distributing  large 
quantities  of  Testaments,  hymn-books,  &c.,  and  holding  meetings 
with  some  thirty  or  forty  regiments,  besides  supplying  all  the 
hospitals  and  hospital  boats  with  libraries,  and  a  Testament  and 
hymn-book  placed  in  the  hand  of  every  man  able  to  read.  Some 
most  touching  incidents  are  upon  our  records,  which  came  under 
the  observation  of  our  delegates  while  at  this  point.  Large 
numbers  of  soldiers  were  induced  to  exchange  their  cards  for 
Testaments  and  hymn-books.  Religious  associations  were  started 
in  a  number  of  regiments,  and  God  blessed  the  labors  of  the  dele- 
gates abundantly.  About  three  tons  of  religious  reading  matter 
was  distributed  in  the  two  weeks  they  labored  at  this  place.  Rev. 
Mr.  Smith  joined  Messrs.  Bumell  and  Reynolds  here,  and  de- 
voted a  large  share  of  his  time  to  laboring  with  the  contrabands 
who  were  in  camp  at  this  place  and  Lake  Providence.  He  did 
a  noble  work  among  these  poor  outcasts.  Our  delegates  left 
Milliken's  Bend  on  their  return  on  the  8th  May,  reaching  home 
on  the  15th. 

On  the  10th  of  June  we  commissioned  the  Rev.'  Mr.  Jenni- 
8on  of  MiciJiigan,  and  Rev.  Mr.  Cornelison  of  this  State.  The 
former  proceeded  to  Vicksburg,  where  he  was  at  the  time  of  its 
surrender.  His  work  was  very  laborious,  and  attended  with 
great  danger,  both  from  the  missiles  of  the  enemy  and  the  ex- 
posures to  the  climate,  which  is  disastrous  to  one  from  the  North 
visiting  this  region  for  the  first  time.  He  remained  at  his  post 
faithfully  doing  his  work  until  cut  down  by  disease.  The  latter 
part  of  July  he  was  obliged  to  return  home,  where  he  lay  at 
the  point  of  death  for  several  weeks.  The  last  accounts  we  had 
from  him,  in  November,  he  had  not  fully  recovered  from  his 
illness ;  thus  almost  sacrificing  his  life  for  the  purpose  of  saving 
souls.  God  will  bless  such  devotion  to  his  cause.  Mr.  Corneli- 
son remained  in  Memphis,  laboring  in  the  hospitals  of  that  city, 
and  pointing  poor  dying  sinners  to  Jesus,  the  sinner's  friend. 
He,  too,  was  obliged  to  return,  after  a  service  of  seven  weeks  in 

15 
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the  work.  Hearing  of  the  great  destitution  at  Chattanooga, 
we  sent  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hazen,  on  the  28th  of  September,  to  that 
point.  This  Committee  has  held,  during  the  past  year,  ten 
army  meetings,  as  follows : 

Peoria,  2 ;  Henry,  1 ;  Pekin,  1 ;  Elmwood,  1 ;  Bloomington, 
2;  Galesburg,  1;  Ottawa,  1;  Jacksonville,  1. 

We  have  also  received  and  distributed  a  large  quantity  of 
sanitary  stores.-  Thus,  while  conveying  the  temporal  wants  in 
one  hand,  we  held  a  medicine  for  the  soul  in  the  other.  First 
relieve  a  soldier's  bodily  wants,  then  comfort  his  soul.  Thank- 
ing God  for  the  privilege  of  working  in  this  glorious  field,  and 
being  encouraged  by  the  assurance  that  we  have  done  some- 
thing for  his  cause,  we  are  determined  to  press  forward  and 
work  diligently  while  this  great  opportunity  lasts  for  Christian 
effort, 

A.  G.  Tyng, 

Gbo.  H.  MclLVAINi, 

Wm.  Reynolds, 

S.  Wycoff, 

Tflos.  G.  McCuLLocH,  Jr. 


CHICAGO  COMMITTEE. 

Beport  of  the  Chicago  Committee  of  the  United  States  Christian 

ComnuBsion. 

Our  work  for  the  past  year  began  on  January  2d,  when  the 
battle-field  of  Murfreesboro  called  for  delegates  and  supplies. 
Since  that  call  forty-eight  delegates  have  been  sent,  who  have 
visited  the  battle-fields,  camps,  and  hospitals,  at  Louisville,  Nash- 
ville, Murfreesboro,  Cowan  Station,  Bridgeport,  Stevenson,  Chat- 
tanooga, Tullahoma,  Chickamauga,  Lookout,  Mission  Ridge, 
Peoria,  Springfield,  St.  Louis,  Columbus,  Cairo,  Corinth,  Mem- 
phis, Milliken's  Bend,Vicksburg,  Natchez,  Port  Hudson,  Helena, 
Arkansas  Point,  Little  Rock,  Lake  Providence,  and  New  Orleans. 
They  have  spent  an  aggregate  of  sixty-five  months'  time,  and 
have  held  thousands  of  meetings  and  conversed  with  and  dis- 
tributed to  many  thousands  of  our  soldiers  their  share  of  the 
£reat  number  of  religious  publications  and  stores  included  in 
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the  general  statement  of  the  Commission.  The  results  of  this 
labor,  as  reported  by  these  delegates  and  by  the  letters  received 
from  soldiers,  have  been  most  blessed.  The  incidents  would  fill 
volumes, — all  proving  the  Commission  to  be  honored  of  God  and 
received  by  the  bravo  men  of  our  army  and  navy  as  the  most 
powerful  and  efficient  means  of  furnishing  the  wounded  and  dying, 
on  the  field  and  in  the  hospital,  with  the  supplies  which  sustain 
and  save  life,  and  also  of  encouraging  and  upholding  the  hands 
of  our  earnest,  faithful  chaplains  in  their  work,  and  in  multitudes 
of  cases  saving  the  souls  of  men  who  have  been  pointed  to  the 
Lamb  of  God,  which  taketh  away  the  sins  of  the  world. 

Our  receipts  of  money  during  the  year  are,     ...    $8,182  29 
Of  which  we  have  expended  on  the  field,        -    $5,806  14 
Remitted  to  Philadelphia  for  Richmond  prisoners,  2,003  87 

7,809  61 

Leaving  balance  on  hand, $372  78 

We  have  received  of  boxes  and  barrels  of  stores, 

112,  valued  at  1,100  00 

And  purchased, 80,  valued  at  750  00 

Making  total  of,         ...        142  valued  at    1,850  00 

We  have  distributed  publications  as  follows : 

Copies  of  Scriptures, 22,000 

Copies  of  hymn-books,      .....  60,000 

Copies  of  knapsack-books,          ....  17,500 

Copies  of  bound  books,     .....  1,500 

Copies  of  magazines  and  pamphlets,   ...  4,700 

Copies  of  religious  papers,          ....  170,000 

Pages  of  tracts, 800,000 

Our  local  work  has  been  in  the  following  camps  and  hospitals 
of  our  city :  Camp  Douglas,  Camp  Wright,  City,  Marine  and 
Camp  Douglafl  Hospitals,  and  Soldiers'  Home,  and  in  our  rooms. 
In  the  two  first  and  last  we  have  held  meetings  during  the  year 
to  the  number  of  over  five  hundred,  which  have  been  attended 
by  large  numbers  of  soldiers,  and  been  blessed  of  God  to  the 
conversion  of  many  souls.  In  all  of  them  the  distribution  of 
religious  literature  has  been  extensive,  in  the  hospitals  espe- 
cially, through  the  chaplains.  One  of  the  interesting  features 
of  our  work  has  been  among  the  rebel  prisoners  in  Camp  Doug- 
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las,  which,  to  the  number  of  from  six  thousand  to  seven  thou- 
sand, have  been  confined  during  a  large  portion  of  the  year. 
The  meetings  among  them  have  been  blessed,  and  large  numbers 
have  nightly  crowded  to  the  chapel,  or  during  the  day  gathered 
in  the  open  air,  to  listen  to  the  word  of  God,  and  many  of  them 
we  hope  have  been  changed  from  rebels  against  God  to  the  will- 
ing subjects  of  King  Jesus ;  and  many  give  good  promise  of 
returning  loyalty  to  our  Union.  As  illustrating  this,  when  our 
hymn-books,  which  have  Our  Flag  on  the  covers,  were  first  dis- 
tributed, numbers  refused  them ;  but  few  now  remain  who  have 
not  become  possessors  of  the  books  and  flag.  Often,  during  the 
meetings,  numbers  have  signified  their  desire  to  be  saved,  and 
gome  have  rejoiced  in  the  knowledge  of  pardoned  sins.  We  have 
oo-operated  with  the  Committee  of  Cincinnati,  Louisville,  Pitts- 
burg, Detroit,  Peoria,  and  St.  Louis,  in  organizing  and  main- 
taining daily  Union  prayer-meetings  and  reading  rooms,  in  Nash- 
ville, Memphis,  Vicksburg,  and  Little  Rock,  whose  influence  has 
been  so  signally  felt  in  the  army,  and  for  the  details  of  which 
we  refer  to  the  reports  of  the  field  agents.  We  unite  with  the 
various  branches  of  the  Commission  in  thanking  God  for  this 
great  privilege  of  laboring  for  the  brave  defenders  of  our  glo- 
rious Union. 


BXTFFALO  COMMITTEE. 

Thb  Army  Committee  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Union 
respectfully  present  to  the  United  States  Christian  Commission 
the  following  general  report  of  their  work,  during  the  year  of 
our  Lord  1868: 

During  this  year,  the  Committee  have  endeavored  to  accom- 
plbh  these  four  objects,  viz.,  to  direct  the  attention  of  the 
public,  in  this  city  and  its  vicinity,  to  the  aims  and  workings  of 
the  United  States  Christian  Commission;  to  collect  money  and 
stores  to  aid  in  the  accomplishment  of  its  noble  and  blessed 
work;  to  send  delegates  to  our  citizen  soldiers  and  sailors, 
whether  in  hospitals  or  camps,  or  on  fields  of  battle ;  and  to 
furnish  to  these  same  men,  as  far  as  practicable,  patriotic  and 
religious  reading. 
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In  endeavoring  to  attain  its  first  object,  viz.,  to  enlist  the 
public  sympathy  in  behalf  of  the  United  States  Christian  Com- 
mission, the  Committee  held  meetings  of  Christians  in  various 
churches,  addressed,  in  behalf  of  the  Christian  Commission,  by 
eloquent  and  zealous  men.  Six  such  meetings,  all  of  them 
numerously  attended,  have  been  held  in  this  city,  and  thirteen 
have  been  held  in  as  many  large  and  growing  villages,  in  the 
▼estem  part  of  this  State. 

In  accomplishing  its  second  object,  viz.,  the  obtaining  of 
money  atid  stores,  the  Committee,  by  permission  of  the  several 
pastors  in  whose  churches  the  above-mentioned  meetings  were 
held,  took  collections  of  money  for  the  purposes  of  the  United 
States  Christian  Commission ;  and  the  Committee  also,  by  send- 
ing out  many  of  their  circulars,  and  publishing  short  articles  in 
various  newspapers,  secular  and  religious,  have  been  instru- 
mental in  securing  liberal  and  valuable  donations  of  stores  for 
the  sick  and  wounded  soldiers  and  sailors  of  our  army  and  navy. 

For  the  better  accomplishment  of  this  second  object,  the 
Committee,  in  May  last,  with  the  approbation  of  several  clergy- 
men, given  by  their  presence  and  earnest  words  at  a  public 
meeting,  urged  the  formation  of  a  "  Ladies*  Christian  Commis- 
sion of  Buffalo."  Such  an  organization  was  made,  and  has 
proved  of  great  service  in  carrying  on  the  work  of  the  United 
States  Christian  Commission. 

In  accomplishing  its  third  object,  the  Committee  have  not  been 
as  successful  as  it  desired  and  hoped.  Though  articles  have 
been  published  in  newspapers,  calling  for  the  services  of  pious 
and  zealous  laymen  and  clergymen,  in  the  capacity  of  delegates ; 
and  though  gentlemen,  both  lay  and  clerical,  have  been  called 
on,  and  urged  to  devote  themselves  for  a  time  to  the  work  of 
preaching  the  Gospel  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ  to 
the  brave  defenders  of  our  nation's  life  and  independence,  still 
but  three  delegates  have  gone  out  under  their  auspices. 

In  accomplishing  their  fourth  object,  the  Committee  have 
caused  to  be  published  and  distributed  amongst  our  soldiers  and 
sailors,  twenty-seven  hundred  copies  of  a  sermon,  entitled,  "  God 
m  the  War,**  and  delivered,  at  their  request,  by  the  Rev.  Dr, 
Smith,  of  this  city,  on  the  day  of  national  thanksgiving,  in 
August  last. 
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They  have  distributed  amongst  the  Invalid  Corps,  stationed 
at  Camp  Morgan,  in  this  city,  eight  hundred  copies  of  the 
"  Christian  Advocate/'  Since  the  1st  of  July,  they  have  also 
sent,  weekly,  five  hundred  copies  of  the  same  valuable  paper  to 
the  Armies  of  the  Cumberland  and  the  Potomac. 

The  receipts  and  disbursements  of  the  Committee  have  been 
as  follows : 

Cash  received, $3,361  21 

Cash  remitted  to  the  Central  Committee,   •        .        .    $1,300  00 
Cash  paid' on  account  of  Central  Committee  for  dele- 
gates' expenses  and  publications,        .        •        •         350  00 
Cash  for  local  disbursements  of  Committee,       •        •         284  53 
Cash  balance  on  hand,       •        •        •        .        •        «       1426  68 

$3,361  21 

Such  is  a  general  statement  of  the  work  done  by  the  Com- 
mittee during  the  year ;  and  in  accomplishing  it,  meetings  of 
the  Committee  have  been  held,  on  an  average,  once  a  week. 
O  that  its  results  were  ten  times,  yea  a  hundred  times,  more ! 
What  sacrifices  too  great  to  be  made  in  behalf  of  the  present 
and  eternal  welfare  of  those  who  have  gone  forth,  in  the  cause 
of  truth,  justice,  humanity,  and  liberty,  to  fight  our  battles  for 
us !  May  God  the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghost,  bless 
more  and  more  abundantly,  in  all  its  workings,  the  United 
States  Christian  Commission ! 

John  D.  Hill, 

Chairman 

John  F.  Ernest, 

Secretary  pro  tern. 


£abie6*  CljridUan  ([r0tnmi00i0n,  Bisffalo. 
Georob  H.  Stuart,  Esq., 

Chairman  of  the  United  States  Christian  Commission. 

The  ladies  of  the  Christian  Commission  of  BuiTalo,  in  making 
their  report  to  you  for  publication,  regret  that  there  is  so  little 
of  particular  incident  connected  with  their  work.  They  have 
been  too  far  from  the  fields  of  action,  and  work  so  entirely 
through  the  delegates  of  your  Commission,  that  all  items  of 
peculiar  interest  are  already  in  your  possession.     Of  the  origin 
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and  organization  of  the  Society  there  is  more  to  relate.  Esta- 
blished as  it  was  but  eight  months  ago,  without  a  dollar  in  its 
treasury,  and  among  a  community  that  scarcely  knew  of  the 
existence  of  the  United  States  Christian  Commission,  it  has 
gradually  grown  in  strength,  until  the  Buffalo  Society  finds 
itself  a  nucleus  around  which  many  valuable  auxiliaries  cluster 
from  beyond  the  bounds  of  our  own  city. 

The  financial  report  which  is  added,  will  convey  to  you  a* 
better  idea  of  the  prosperity  of  the  Society  than  any  detail 
which  can  be  given  in  words. 

Cash  collected  from  all  sources, •        .  $4,168  40 

**    expended  for  business  and  other  items,       •        •        •        •  1,593  57 

^    sent  to  the  Central  Office, 1,600  00 

Number  of  packages  of  stores  donated  to  the  Society,  869. 

Value  of  the  same, 6,013  20} 

Number  of  packa^^  sent  to  the  field,  317. 

Of  these,  only  201  were  valued,  which  amounted  to    •        •        •  4,856  06 

The  ladies  wish  to  add,  that  their  interest  in  this  work  has 
deepened  as  the  months  have  passed  by ;  and  what  was  done  in 
weakness  and  sent  forth  with  distrust,  has  been  like  the  blessing 
of  olden  days,  which  returned  upon  the  head  of  the  giver  in 
seven-fold  measure. 


INDIANAPOLIS  COMMITTER 

Thr  Indiana  branch  of  the  United  States  Christian  Commis« 
sion  was  organized  the  last  week  in  November,  and  commenced 
its  work  on  the  1st  of  December. 

During  the  one  month,  the  last  of  the  year,  the  first  of  their 
work,  four  delegates  have  been  sent  to  the  Army  of  the  Cum- 
berland, seven  hundred  and  three  dollars  and  eighty-four  cents 
collected,  and  amongst  the  soldiers  in  camps,  hospitals,  and 
barracks  in  their  own  locality,  they  have  distributed  1373  copies 
of  Scriptures,  350  hymn  and  psalm  books,  1641  knapsack  books, 
450  pamphlets,  and  7020  pages  of  tracts. 

The  officers  of  this  branch  of  the  Commission  are  G.  W* 
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Clippinger,  President ;  James  M.  Ray,  Treasurer ;  0.  N.  Todd, 
Corresponding  Secretary,  and  L.  H.  Croll,  Recording  Secretary. 
Thus  fairly  launched,  with  the  rich,  populous,  enterprising, 
fertile  State  of  Indiana  as  a  field  of  supply,  and  the  whole  army, 
with  its  hundreds  of  thousands  of  brave  men,  away  from  their 
homes  and  churches,  exposed  to  hardship,  privation,  and  all  the 
hazards  of  war,  calling  for  delegates,  publications,  and  stores, 
the  Indiana  Branch  cannot  fail  to  do  something,  in  the  year 
upon  which  we  now  enter,  worthy  of  the  cause. 

Janaary  Ist,  1664. 


DETROIT  COMMITTEE. 

Until  some  months  of  the  year  now  closed  had  passed  by, 
the  liberality  of  Michigan,  in  relief  of  the  soldiers,  had  passed 
exclusively  through  other  channels  than  that  of  the  United 
States  Christian  Commission. 

Upon  the  occasion  of  a  visit  of  Rev.  C.  P.  Lyford,  from  Con- 
valescent Camp,  near  Alexandria,  Va.,  a  public  meeting  was  held 
in  Detroit,  about  the  middle  of  June,  aad  an  army  committee 
was  formed. 

In  August,  in  compliance  with  an  invitation.  Rev.  B.  W. 
Chidlaw  of  Cincinnati,  and  Rev.  A.  G.  McAuley  of  Philadelphia, 
addressed  the  citizens  of  Detroit,  giving  a  new  and  generous 
impulse  to  the  cause. 

Rev.  Mr.  McAuley  consented  to  extend  his  visit,  and  meet- 
ings were  called  in  some  of  the  principal  towns  through  the 
southern  part  of  the  State.  Everywhere  the  statements  con- 
cerning the  Christian  Commission  were  warmly  received  and 
gladly  responded  to. 

In  October,  by  the  plan  of  co-operation,  the  relations  of  the 
Detroit  and  other  branches  of  the  Commission  to  the  Central 
Office  and  general  work  in  the  army,  were  more  clearly  defined. 

Meanwhile  the  Washington  Agency  of  the  Michigan  Soldiers' 
Relief,  and  the  delegates  in  Congress  from  Michigan,  having 
watched  the  workings  of  the  various  agencies  for  the  benefit  of 
our  8u£fering  men  in  the  national  service,  sent  homo  a  strong 
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commendation  of  the  Christian  Commission,  its  prinoiples  of  dis- 
tribution, and  plans  and  methods  of  working.  This,  of  coarse, 
could  not  bat  confirm  confidence,  increase  interest,  and  draw 
forth  yet  more  the  men  and  the  means  to  carry  on  field  opera- 
tions abroad  in  the  army. 

The  ladies  have  organized  an  army  committee  of  their  own,  in 
fall  harmony  and  co-operation  with  that  of  the  gentlemen,  and 
are  pursuing  their  work  in  their  own  local  field,  and  for  the 
soldiers  away  in  the  war,  with  a  devotion,  self-sacrifice,  and 
success,  seldom  achieved  by  any  other  than  ladies. 

Besides  the  local  appropriations  and  work,  in  relief  of  the 
wounded  and  sick,  in  St.  Mary's  Hospital,  Detroit,  and  the 
hospital  of  the  Detroit  barracks,  where  wounded  men  from  Chat- 
tanooga, in  addition  to  whatever  else  Christian  kindness  could 
do,  were  supplied  with  warm  clothing,  in  defence  from  the  win- 
ter's severity,  nine  delegates  have  been  sent  to  the  army,  two 
thousand  three  hundred  dollars  in  cash  remitted  to  the  Central 
Office  for  the  general  work  in  the  army,  and  two  hundred  and 
thirty-nine  boxes  of  hospital  stores,  valued  at  one  thousand  dol- 
lars, furnished  for  the  benefit  of  the  soldiers. 

This  Michigan  branch  of  the  United  States  Christian  Commis- 
sion has  steadily  and  rapidly  advanced  to  a  position  of  strength 
m  the  hearts  of  the  people,  very  unusual,  and  abundant  in  pro- 
mise of  good  to  our  noble  men  in  the  army  and  navy.  God 
grant  that  the  year  now  opening  may  witness  their  bountiful 
liberality  and  the  good  deeds  of  their  delegates  on  every  field  of 
necessity  and  emergency,  and  bring  upon  them  and  their  State 
the  soldiers'  blessing,  and  His,  also,  which  maketh  rich,  and 
addeth  no  sorrow. 

Jaxkuarj  let,  1864. 


NEW  YORK  COMMITTEE. 

Thb  United  States  Christian  Commission,  while  it  undertook 
to  provide,  as  far  as  its  means  enabled  it,  for  the  spiritual  wants 
of  the  various  armies  occupying  inland  positions  on  this  conti- 
nent, committed  the  supply  of  the  armies  on  the  sea-coast,  and 
of  the  entire  navy,  to  the  New  York  Committee.     As  the  field 
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of  labor  is  so  di^inct,  and  the  machinery  by  which  it  works  so 
different,  the  Committee  is  preparing  a  brief  report  of  its  pro- 
ceedings, which  it  will  issue  separately,  and  meanwhile  will  only 
farnish  a  short  abstract,  to  be  incorporated  in  the  Report  of  the 
Commission.  But  while  it  presents  a  separate  report,  it  by  no 
means  wishes  to  be  considered  as  working  at  all  independently  of 
the  parent  Commission,  or  as  engaged  in  a  distinct  work.  It 
considers  itself  as  auxiliary  to  and  closely  connected  with  the 
general  organization,  and  wishes  to  embrace  this  opportunity  of 
claiming  a  connection,  which  has  contributed  in  large  degree, 
to  the  success  which  has  crowned  its  labors. 

The  benefits  of  the  public  recognition  of  the  services  of  the 
Commission,  and  the  recommendation  of  its  delegates  to  the 
protection  and  facilities  of  the  army,  have  inured  to  the  New 
York  Committee,  and  without  at  present  recapitulating  the 
action  of  Government,  or  of  the  commanders  in  the  field,  the 
Committee  gratefully  acknowledges  the  assistance  that  has  been 
extended  to  it.  The  generals  in  command  at  Newborn,  Norfolk, 
Port  Royal,  and  New  Orleans,  have  vied  with  each  other  in 
aiding  the  delegates  of  the  Commission,  and  the  officers  com- 
manding the  blockading  fleet  have  in  like  manner  granted  every 
facility.  Government  supply  vessels  have  been  directed  to  give 
passage  to  delegates,  and  forward  any  amount  of  stores  and 
reading  matter ;  and  the  liberality  of  Government  has  been  imi- 
tated by  the  private  steamers  and  the  express  agencies,  which 
were  engaged  in  business  on  the  coast  line  of  operation. 

By  an  arrangement  with  the  Central  Board,  the  supply  of 
nearly  one-fourth  of  the  war  forces  in  the  service  of  the  Govern- 
ment was  placed  under  the  charge  of  the  New  York  Committee, 

For  the  distribution  of  religious  reading  and  the  proper  divi- 
sion of  the  labors  of  its  delegates,  the  New  York  Committee 
has  established  in  its  field  four  principal  stations. 

1.  Norfolk,  Virginia.  And  as  Union  stations  drawing  supplies 
from  this  point,  Fortress  Monroe,  Portsmouth,  Newport  News, 
and  Yorktown. 

2.  Newborn.  As  Union  stations,  Plymouth,  Washington,  and 
Beaufort. 

8.  Hilton  Head.  As  Union  stations.  Port  Royal,  Morris 
Island,  and  Folly  Island.    Also  Femandina  and  St.  Augus- 
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tine  receive  their  supplies  and  delegates  from 'this  main  sta- 
tion. 

4.  New  Orleans.  Including  Port  Hudson,  Baton  Rouge, 
Brashier  City,  and  stations  in  Texas. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  field  of  this  agency  stretches 
along  nearly  two  thousand  miles  of  coast,  and  that  both  a  most 
responsible  and  a  most  difScult  duty  has  been  confided  to  it. 
The  distance  of  the  field  of  labor  and  the  scattered  character  of 
the  forces  that  occupy  it,  have  increased  greatly  the  difficulty  of 
economioally  attending  to  its  wants,  but  after  a  little  experience, 
and  by  the  steady  devotion  to  the  cause  of  some  of  its  active 
members,  matters  have  at  length  been  reduced  to  a  systematic 
plan,  which  the  Committee  are  induced  to  believe  both  econo- 
mical and  efficient. 

The  Committee  have  been  able  to  send  down  to  the  field,  in- 
trusted to  their  care,  about  eighty  delegates,  of  whom  twelve 
were  sent  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  sixteen  to  Portsmouth  and 
vicinity,  ten  to  Newbern  and  other  points  in  North  Carolina, 
nineteen  to  Hilton  Head,  Port  Royal,  and  Fernandina,  twenty 
to  New  Orleans  and  other  points  on  the  Lower  Mississippi,  and 
some  even  accompanied  the  army  to  Brownsville,  in  Texas.  It 
must  here  be  mentioned,  however,  that  the  sojourn  of  the  dele- 
gates in  the  field  was,  by  the  action  of  this  Committee,  made  of 
greater  duration  than  has  been  common,  generally,  in  the  expe- 
rience of  the  Christian  Commission,  and  that  the  number  that 
has  been  reported  does  not  make  a  full  exhibition  of  the  amount 
of  work  accomplished.  The  devoted  and  efficient  delegate  in 
New  Orleans  has  been  there  upwards  of  twelve  months,  and  is 
only  reckoned  as  one  delegate,  whereas  had  six  been  sent  down, 
each  to  labor  two  months,  the  amount  of  work  accomplished 
would  not  have  been  more  than  the  result  attained  by  this  single 
delegate,  if  even  it  would  have  equalled  it.  Allowance  must 
therefore  be  made,  in  estimating  the  efficiency  of  the  Committee, 
for  the  length  of  the  service  of  the  delegates  and  the  distant 
field  of  their  labor.  The  difficulties  inherent  in  the  portion  of 
the  country  assigned  to  this  Committee,  have  induced  them  to 
modify  in  part  the  arrangements  made  generally  with  the  dele- 
gates by  the  Commission,  and  to  a  certain,  but  very  limited  ex- 
tent, to  allow  a  small  compensation  for  the  increased  length  of 
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service  required.  The  reasons  for  this  action  are  fully  set  forth 
in  the  following  report,  made  by  a  subcommittee,  which  for  the 
proper  explanation  of  arrangement  is  here  inserted. 

TUESDAY,  May  19,  1863. 

The  Committee  to  wbich  the  propriety  of  adopting  a  sjstem  of  paying  the 
delegates  of  the  Christian  Commission  was  referred,  respectfully  report : 

That  they  have  given  the  subject  careful  and  mature  consideration,  and  feel 
convinced  that  as  long  as  the  present  Christian  sjrmpathy  exists  which  induces 
80  many  suitable  pastors  and  laymen  to  volunteer  their  services,  it  would  be 
inexpedient  to  make  any  change  in  the  present  general  plan  of  the  Commis- 
sion. But  at  the  same  time  they  are  also  convinced,  that  the  distance  of  a  few 
of  the  stations  from  this  port,  and  the  loss  of  time  and  heavy  expense  entailed 
in  travelling  to  and  fro,  make  it  desirable  to  have  some  more  permanent  ar- 
rangement with  delegates  going  South  for  the  summer  months,  and  they  would 
therefore  recommend  the  executive  committee  to  authorize  the  modification  of 
the  plan  now  in  operation,  to  permit  the  payment  of  a  small  compensation  to 
those  delegates  who  agree  to  remain  for  four  months  at  least  in  their  field  of 
labor. 

It  will  evidently  be  impossible  to  send  fresh  delegates  to  our  distant  stations 
at  the  South  after  midsummer ;  hence  the  necessity  of  obtaining  more  con^ 
tinuous  service. 

The  committee  recommend  that  the  rates  of  payment  should  not  exceed  one 
dollar  a  day,  for  the  time  actually  devoted  to  the  interests  of  the  Commission. 

(Signed)  H.  Dyer, 

Nathan  Bishop, 
Arch.  Russell. 
^  Nbw  Tobk,  May  14th,  1863.  • 

It  is  unnecessary  to  refer  here  to  the  constant  use  which  dele- 
gates to  the  battle-fields  and  hospitals  have  made  of  stores  and 
articles  of  necessity  and  comfort,  to  be  distributed  among  the 
soldiers.  The  principle  has  been  the  embodiment  of  Christianity, 
and  has  at  once  elevated  the  Christian  Commission  to  the  high 
position  it  occupies.  Christian  delegates,  conveying  religious 
comfort  and  consolation  without  the  material  appliances  needed 
by  the  wounded,  would  have  visited  the  camps  unheeded  and  in 
vain,  but  delegates  occupying  themselves  with  the  comforts 
necessary  for  the  wounded,  while  they  solaced  the  dying  with 
the  tidings  of  the  Gospel,  have  had  their  labors  doubly  blessed. 
The  New  York  Committee  are  fully  aware  of  the  happy  results 
which  have  flowed  from  this  union  of  the  temporal  and  spiritual 
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wants  of  the  soldier,  and  were  only  compelled  by  circumstances 
to  modify  it  in  part.  Thej  recognized  the  distinct  character  of 
the  Bible,  tract,  and  missionary,  from  that  of  the  sanitary  and 
soldiers'  aid  societies,  and  fally  recognized  the  duty  of  uniting, 
as  the  Christian  Commission  in  Philadelphia  and  elsewhere  had 
done,  the  usefulness  of  both.  But  there  were  advantages  in 
modifying  the  arrangements  in  the  field  committed  to  them,  which 
a  brief  consideration  will  make  apparent.  G  overnmeni;  had  ready 
access  by  water  communication  to  the  army  in  this  field,  and 
hence  there  was  no  excuse  for  the  Commissariat  and  Quarter- 
master's department  not  having  on  hand  all  the  stores  and  appli- 
ances needed  for  the  men  in  the  service.  And  in  this  expecta- 
tion facts  have  fully  justified  the  committee,  as  it  is  believed 
that  never  were  armies  more  adequately  provided  by  their 
Government  with  all  the  comforts  and  necessaries  which  should 
be  distributed,  or  could,  to  advantage,  be  used  by  the  men.  The 
hnmense  interior  line  in  the  army,  and  the  difficulty  of  transport- 
ing provisions  and  the  munitions  of  war,  rendered  it  indispensa- 
ble for  the  efficient  working  of  the  General  Commission  in  the 
inland  portions  of  the  country,  that  it  should  be  able  to  furnish 
its  delegates  with  an  abundant  supply  of  stores  to  supplement 
those  provided  by  Government.  The  New  York  Committee, 
finding  that  the  amount  of  stores  needed  for  its  delegates  was 
not  great,  and  that  the  Sanitary  Commission  had  ample  supplies 
of  what  was  required  by  our  delegates,  and  anxious  also  to  avoid 
all  appearance  of  opposition,  were  induced  to  propose  an  arrange- 
ment which  would  enable  the  delegates  of  the  Christian  Commis- 
sion to  make  use  of  all  stores  required,  and  at  the  same  time 
harmonize  any  apparent  conflict  between  the  Sanitary  and 
Christian  Commissions.  Hence  the  motive  that  led  to  correspon- 
dence and  subsequent  agreement  to  hand  over  to  the  Sanitary 
Commission  all  the  stores  received  by  the  New  York  Committee, 
on  condition  that  the  requisition  of  the  delegates  on  the  field 
should  be  met  by  the  agents  of  the  Sanitary  Commission. 

In  making  this  agreement,  however,  with  the  Sanitary  Commis- 
sion, hardly  was  sufficient  consideration  given  to  the  voluntary 
action  of  the  friends  of  the  Christian  Commission  throughout 
the  sections  of  country  assigned  to  the  New  York  Committee. 
The  amount  of  stores  received  in  New  York  never  was  great, 
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but  it  was  found  that  those  interested  in  the  work  preferred 
attaching  themselves  directly  to  the  parent  Commission  in  Phi- 
ladelphia, to  becoming  auxiliary  to  Committee ;  and  the  conse- 
quence has  been,  that  the  field  from  which  we  draw  our  supplies 
has  become  very  much  reduced.  Brooklyn,  Buffalo,  Troy,  and 
Rochester  have,  as  well  as  many  other  cities,  attached  them- 
selves directly  to  the  Commission  in  Philadelphia,  thus  contract- 
ing the  area  of  supply  greatly.  At  present,  by  a  recent  under- 
standing with  the  Commission  through  Mr.  Stuart,  it  is  agreed 
that  the  New  York  Committee  shall  confine  its  collections  chiefly 
to  the  city  and  river  counties  of  the  State,  and  cease  to  solicit 
either  funds  or  donations  of  stores  from  other  quarters. 

The  funds  collected  by  the  New  York  Committee  have,  since 
its  organization  till  the  1st  of  March,  1864,  amounted  to 
$62,751  39.  The  larger  part  of  this  amount  has  been  contri- 
buted directly  to  the  oflSce  in  New  York,  the  result  either  of 
personal  application  or  of  collections  made  by  churches  interested 
in  the  work.  Part  has  been  sent  from  distant  stations,  the  mis- 
sionaries in  China  and  Siam  having  made  remittances,  and 
several  amounts  have  been  received  from  California,  with  large 
contributions  from  Nevada. 

A  financial  statement  of  the  expenditure  of  the  Committee  has 
already  been  furnished  for  this  report,  but  a  fuller  and  more 
detailed  amount  of  all  the  moneys  expended  will  be  embraced 
in  the  report  about  to  be  published  in  New  York. 

In  this  connection  it  may  be  proper  to  state,  that  this  branch 
of  the  Christian  Commission,  being  more  directly  on  the  Southern 
seaboard,  has  been  called  upon  largely  to  relieve  the  necessities, 
and  furnish  reading  matter  for  those  men  who  have  recently 
escaped  from  the  house  of  bondage ;  in  fact  almost  all  the  colored 
troops  are  in  this  field.  No  difference  in  the  men  who  wear  the 
United  States  uniform  is  recognized,  except  in  modifying  the 
nature  of  the  publications  sent  to  meet  more  accurately  the  wants 
of  those  for  whose  use  they  are  destined.  The  Committee  have 
forwarded  large  numbers  of  books,  and  primers,  and  first  lessons 
in  arithmetic,  for  the  use  of  the  colored  troops,  and  thousands 
have  learned  to  read,  who  were  untaught  and  would  have  remained 
in  ignorance,  if  in  the  former  state  of  slavery. 

At  the  suggestion  of  both  oflScers  and  men,  the  number  and 
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proportion  of  newspapers  has  been  steadily  increased,  and  at 
present  large  numbers  of  weekly  religious  papers  are  supplied  to 
the  army.  The  various  hospitals  and  encampments  in  and 
around  New  York  have  been  regularly  supplied  with  copies  of 
the  Scriptures  and  fresh  weekly  religious  reading  matter,  and 
the  various  monthly  publications,  such  as  the  American  Mes- 
senger and  Parish  Visitor,  are  sent  in  large  numbers.  The 
forts  around  New  York,  to  some  of  which  delegates  have  been 
sent,  and  to  all  of  which  reading  matter  has  been  furnished,  are^ 

Forts. — Fort  Richmond,  Fort  Hamilton,  Fort  Sandy  Hook, 
Fort  Columbus. 

Camps, — Camp  Sprague,  Staten  Island ;  Riker's  Island;  Park 
Barracks. 

Hospitals. — De  Camp,  David's  Island;  McDougall,  Fort 
Schuyler;  Newark,  New  Jersey;  Bedloe's  Island;  Central 
Park ;  Ladies'  Home,  Fifteenth  Street ;  Lovell. 

A  regular  supply  has  been  kept  at  the  navy-yard,  in  Brooklyn, 
and  most  of  the  time  an  agent  has  been  employed  to  make  up 
and  place  on  board  the  navy  supply-vessels,  bound  for  the 
blockading  squadron,  packages  of  new  and  suitable  reading 
matter,  for  the  crews  on  the  coast.  When  it  is  remembered  that 
the  whole  force  engaged  in  blockading  the  long  line  of  coast, 
from  Fortress  Monroe  to  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande,  is  with- 
out a  single  chaplain,  the  advantage  of  providing  for  a  full  sup- 
ply of  religious  reading  matter,  as  well  as  the  occasional  services 
of  a  Christian  delegate,  can  be  appreciated. 

The  number  of  publications  sent  by  the  New  York  Commit- 
tee, during  the  past  year,  is  as  follows : 


Weekly  religious  newspapers,  . 

COPIES. 

487,180 

Monthly       "              "... 

637,450 

Tracts, 

1,958,000 

Small  books  prepared  for  soldiers  and  sea- 

men,          ...... 

143,267 

Bound  volumes  for  hospitals  and  libraries, 

7,683 

Hymn-books, 

32,458 

Bibles  and  Testaments,  .... 

29,870 

Total  number  of  publications  distributed,     3,194,707 
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The  value  of  the  above  (not  including 
Bibles,  prayer-books  and  miscellaneous 
matter  donated,  to  the  amount  of  at 
least  $6000), $21,340 

It  is  gratifying  to  the  Committee  to  be  able  to  state,  that  the 
work  in  which  it  has  been  engaged  has  met  with  the  cordial 
support  of  the  various  commanders  in  the  field,  and  been,  as 
they  believe,  largely  blessed  to  the  soldier  and  the  sailor.  There 
will  be  appended  to  the  report  about  to  be  published,  for  local 
distribution  among  the  contributors  to  the  New  York  agency, 
full  extracts  from  a  large  correspondence,  showing  the  useful- 
ness of  the  work,  and  its  kind  appreciation  both  by  those  in 
authority  and  the  class  it  has  aimed  to  benefit.  At  present,  it 
has  been  deemed  expedient  only  to  present  this  brief  outline  of 
the  work,  and  to  notice,  in  greater  detail,  some  particulars  in 
which  the  New  York  Committee  have  been  forced  to  deviate 
from  the  plan  followed  by  the  parent  Commission.  In  the 
future,  the  Committee  trust  in  the  providence  of  God  to  be  able 
to  continue  the  work  intrusted  to  it  with  equal  and,  in  some 
particulars,  greater  eflSciency.  It  has  gained  much  experience, 
and  as  the  result  will  be  abl^  to  direct  its  efforts  more  economi- 
cally and  efficiently,  to  promote  the  great  cause  committed  to 
it, — the  spreading  of  the  Gospel  of  Christ  among  the  hundreds 
of  thousands  now  battling  for  the  rights  of  their  country  on  the 
Southern  coast.  The  responsibility  is  great,  and  should  be 
approached  in  humble  reliance  upon  the  sustaining  power  of 
that  God  in  whose  name  we  lift  up  our  banners.  The  necessity 
of  prompt  action  is  also  apparent.  A  few  months  more  may 
see  many,  now  presenting  a  bold  front  to  the  enemy,  either 
prostrated  by  disease  or  cut  down  in  the  strife  of  battle, — 

"  The  weary  to  rest  and  the  wounded  to  die." 

And  before  this  Committee  is  called  upon  to  make  another 
annual  report,  the  mighty  hosts  which  occupy  so  many  stations 
on  the  coast  may  all  be  separated  and  restored  to  their  wonted 
homes,  and  the  seedtime  which  the  present  organization  presents 
may  be  lost  forever. 
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ARMY   STATIONS. 


The  foregoing  list  of  stations  includes  only  those  at  the  front 
in  the  Army  of  thq  Potomac  in  winter  quarters.  There  are  ten 
more  connected  with  this  one  of  our  national  armies,  including 
Harper's  Ferry,  Martinsburg,  Alexandria,  Annapolis,  and  the 
great  Artillery,  Cavalry,  Parole,  and  Convalescent  Camps. 
And  these  all  form  but  one  field  out  of  many  occupied  by  the 
vast  field  organization  of  the  Christian  Commission. 

Artillefry  Reserve  Station  No.  2,  with  its  Bible  class,  is  a  fair 
specimen  of  the  many  comprised  in  this  system  of  stations. 

Artillery  Beserve  Station  No.  2,  and  its  Bible  Class. 

Many  Christian  Commission  stations  in  the  army  have  become 
as  springs  in  the  desert  to  the  soldiers.  The  rock  has  been 
smitten,  and  the  waters  of  life  have  gushed  out  to  assuage  the 
thirst  which  two  years  and  more  of  absence  from  home  and 
church-altars  has  brought  upon  them.  They  have  drank  deeply 
and  sweetly,  and  now,  as  they  shall  go  forth,  the  health  and 
life-giving  current  shall  follow  them  through  all  marches  and 
battles,  and  enable  them  to  triumph  even  in  death. 

Usually  three  delegates  are  placed  at  a  station,  a  chapel-tent 
is  pitched,  eighteen  by  thirty  feet  in  size,  a  tent  also  for  the 
delegates  to  live  in,  and  a  tent  for  stores.  Of  these  there  are 
fifteen  in  the  army,  as  it  is  now  at  rest  in  winter  quarters,  at  as 
many  different  army  centres.  One  such  station  was  established 
in  the  camp  of  the  Artillery  Reserves,  soon  followed  by  another, 
distinguished  respectively  as  Artillery  Reserve  Station  No.  1, 
and  Artillery  Reserve  Station  No.  2. 

The  three  delegates  placed  at  No.  2,  were  Rev.  J.  B.  Davis  of 
Bridesburg,  Pa.,  Rev.  G.  S.  Stockwell  of  Springfield,  Mass., 
and  Mr.  Johnston  Calhoun  of  Beaver  County,  Pa. 

Greatly  as  it  had  been  all  along  needed,  this  station  could  not 


Amirr  statiovs.  285 

be  established  until  there  were  men  to  take  it,  and  conduct  its 
Tarions  operations  for  the  benefit  of  the  soldiers.  And  when 
the  tents  were  pitched,  the  ground  was  saturated  by  the  heavy 
rains  that  had  fallen.  There  were  no  seats  in  the  chapel.  The 
soldiers  were  eager  and  came  in  crowds  to  the  tent.  The 
coming  and  going  made  it  very  muddy.  In  the  first  meeting 
about  seyenty-five  men  stood  in  the  mud  as  eager  listeners  to 
Bey.  Mr.  Davis,  the  preacher,  who  also  stood  in  the  mud  to 
preach.  It  was  the  first  sermon  many  of  them  had  heard  since 
enlisting,  two  years  ago  or  more,  and  was  the  means  of  awaken- 
ing several  of  the  hearers,  who  subsequently  were  clearly,  hope- 
fully converted  to  God.  This  was  Saturday.  On  Sabbath 
there  were  two  services.  The  commander  of  the  Brigade  and 
other  officers  came  to  the  morning  service.  The  evening  ser- 
vice was  still  more  largely  attended  and  deeply  impressive,  'all 
muddy  and  uncomfortable  as  it  was.  What  would  our  people  at 
home  say  to  going  out  and  standing  through  service  after  ser- 
vice in  the  mud?  How  many  hearers  would  our  ministers  have 
in  such  a  place  ?  The  eager  and  noble  Reserves  soon  mended 
this  matter.  Procuring  a  team,  they  brought  boughs  of  ever- 
greens from  the  banks  of  the  famous  Rappahannock,  and  spread 
an  ample  and  luxurious  carpet  of  green  from  the  primitive  loom 
of  nature,  making  the  chapel  comfortable  and  cheerful.  A  tall 
pole  they  brought  also,  and  set  it  up  with  the  United  States 
Christian  Commission  chapel  flag  waving  from  its  top.  Lumber 
soon  came ;  seats  were  made  neatly,  and  compactly  arranged  to 
accommodate  the  largest  possible  number.  Next,  a  platform 
for  the  preachers,  and  shelves  at  the  sides  for  books,  papers,  and 
tracts. 

Step  by  step,  with  this  work  of  preparation,  the  work  of  God 
went  forward.  Every  available  place  was  occupied  at  each  ser- 
vice, and  every  evening  some  sought  personal,  private  instruc- 
tion and  guidance  in  the  way  of  life  after  the  public  service  was 
closed.  Not  only  every  seat  would  be  occupied,  but  the  plat- 
form served  as  a  seat  for  as  many  as  could  crowd  together  upon 
its  sides.  Soon  information  reached  us  that  about  twenty  de- 
cided conversions — two  Romanists  were  of  the  number — ^had 
occurred,  and  the  work  increasing  every  day.  And  again  and 
again  came  the  joyous  news  of  its  progress, — a  progress  una- 
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bated  now  as  I  write.  The  detegates  found  there,  first  of  all,  a 
little  band  of  seven  yonng  Christian  men,  who  had  maintained 
a  prayer-meeting  through  all  the  long  months  of  their  hard 
marches  and  battles  since  their  enlistment  soon  after  the  war 
began.  The  batteries  have  no  chaplains.  The  delight  of  the 
seven  may  be, — no,  it  cannot  well  be, — imagined  when  the  dele- 
gates came  to  them. 

Another  prayer-meeting  they  found,  also,  in  the  Eleventh 
Battery,  already  signalized  by  five  or  six  decided  joyous  conver- 
sions. 

A  remarkable  feature  of  the  station  is  its  Bible  class,  num- 
bering forty-six  private  soldiers.  Twenty  of  these,  together 
with  Mr.  Calhoun,  the  delegate,  left  as  its  leader,  when  Rev. 
Mr.  Davis  was  obliged  to  return  to  his  pastoral  duties  at  home, 
are  given  in  the  accompanying  picture  so  faithfully  that  their 
friends  at  home,  if  familiar  with  their  appearance  in  uniform, 
will  readily  distinguish  them.  Some  of  the  number  have 
already  become  convinced,  that  when  the  sword  of  war  is  laid 
down  and  peaceful  union  achieved,  it  will  be  their  duty  to  take 
up  the  sword  of  the  spirit  as  preachers  of  the  Gospel.  Two  or 
more  of  them,  though  privates  in  the  service,  are  college  gradu- 
ates, and  one  of  these  has  already  heard  the  glad  news  from  his 
home  that  his  wife,  touched  by  his  letters,  has  also  yielded  to 
God  and  enlisted  to  serve  with  him  under  the  Captain  of  salva<^ 
tion.   (See  Frontispiece.) 

The  names  of  the  forty-six  are  as  follows : 

Mr.  Calhoun,  Teacher y  George  Poulas, 

James  Drake,  David  R.  Patrick, 

Kills  F.  Marsh,  Wm.  Pierce, 

Thos.  Ellis,  Terence  Cadden, 

George  Perkins,  Daniel  High, 

Frank  Jewell,  Jonathan  G.  Hand, 

John  R.  Sutton,  John  H.  Van  Nett, 

^             Geo.  H.  Brown,  Robert  Johnson, 

Thomas  Crane,  Albert  T.  Freeman, 

Benjamin  Hill,  Daniel  8.  Crippe, 

Wm.  Johnson,  Lafayette  Moore, 

George  W.  Smith,  Frank  Rombach, 
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James  J.  Dolliyer,  Lawrence  Healj, 

Qeorge  West,  John  Eaker^ 

John  T.  Bojd,  Joseph  K.  Gates, 

Joseph  Abbott,  John  M.  McDonald, 

Geo.  E.  Fuller,  Wm.  M.  Dolliver, 

Wm.  Conger,  Joseph  0.  Scott, 

William  Ashere,  F.  S.  Martin, 

William  Biggs,  Robert  S.  Eskildson, 

James  S.  Oliver,  Frank  Sprague, 

Newton  Whims, 

George  Hill,  Joseph  Calhoun, 

Jacob  Shank,  C.  H.  Miller. 

General  Howard^s  ''Beau  Ideal'*  of  a  Ghristian  Commission 
Station  in  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland. 

Extract  from  General  Howard's  Letter. 

Lookout  Yallby,  Headquarters  Blbteitth  Corps, 
March  8,  1864. 
*  ♦  *  ♦  ♦ 

"  We  bare  here  just  my  *  beau  ideal  *  of  a  station.  Soldiers 
are  coming  and  going  for  books,  papers,  tracts,  or  conversations. 
The  delegates  constantly  visit  the  hospitals  and  regiments,  and 
are  more  than  welcome.  Last  Sunday  a  delegate  preached  to 
my  provost  guard,  orderlies,  oflBcers  ou  my  staflF,  and  our  ser- 
vants, at  these  headquarters,  at  5  P.  M.  This  was  a  Rev.  Mr. 
Smith,  of  Indiana.  You  never  saw  a  more  orderly  and  atten- 
tive audience.  As  they  stood  before  and  on  either  side,  with 
bats  off,  eagerly  listening  to  his  words  about  Christ,  many  sol- 
diers from  the  neighboring  regiments  came  voluntarily  and  stood 
attentively  in  the  background.  I  could  not  help  praying  and 
wishing  for  a  special  influence  of  the  blessed  Spirit  among  those 
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THE  CENTBAL  OFFICE. 

Having  made  the  circuit  of  the  principal  army  fields  and 
home  auxiliaries  of  the  United  States  Christian  Commission,  our 
view  would  yet  be  far  from  complete  should  we  fail  of  a  glance 
at  the  general  headquarters  in  Philadelphia.  Observe,  first,  the 
locality,  full  of  significance.  It  is  in  the  very  heart  of  com- 
merce and  trade.  Bank  Street  leads  from  Chestnut  Street  to 
Market,  midway  between  Second  and  Third.  Here,  at  No.  11, 
up  stairs,  in  the  Commercial  Buildings  of  Stuart  &  Brother, 
importers  of  drygoods,  are  the  rooms  of  the  Central  OflSce. 
Above  and  below,  on  the  north  and  the  south,  in  front  and  in 
rear,  the  business  of  buying  and  selling  for  gain  engrosses  all 
hearts  and  occupies  every  foot  of  the  space,  far  and  near,  from 
cellar  to  garret.  A  stone's  throw  to  the  west,  in  Third  Street, 
bankers  and  brokers  have  sway.  As  far  east  is  Second  Street, 
crowded  with  shops.  At  no  greater  distance  north,  in  Market 
Street,  wholesale  houses  bear  rule.  South,  is  Chestnut  Street, 
crossed  by  Third,  where  four  ways  meet,  overcrowded  with  jos- 
tling multitudes  from  all  other  streets,  the  representatives  of  all 
lines  of  business,  all  nationalities,  all  shades  of  complexion  in 
political  creed,  and  all  grades  of  position  in  the  social  struc- 
ture, all  eagerly  driving  their  vocation  or  seeking  the  news. 
Here,  also,  cluster  newspaper,  telegraph,  and  express  offices; 
whilst  not  far  away  the  thrones  of  the  railway  kings  and  corpo- 
rations have  their  seat  in  their  palaces  of  hewn  stone.  Here  it 
is,  surrounded  by  the  clatter  of  traffic,  the  fever  of  greenbacks 
and  gold,  the  rush  of  hurrying  feet,  the  din  of  rattling  wheels, 
the  click,  click,  click  of  the  news,  the  clangor  of  the  press,  the 
babel  of  tongues,  all  the  kingdoms  of  the  world  and  the  glory 
of  them  in  a  focus !  A  strange  place,  indeed,  for  the  headquar- 
ters of  a  great  Christian  agency,  having  for  its  motto,  "  Freely 
receive,  freely  give."  Yet  here,  indeed,  it  is,  and  here  it  lives 
and  prospers.  It  is  not  overlooked,  crowded  out,  forgotten,  or 
despised ;  but  respected,  aided,  built  up,  and  fed  by  all  around 
it, — a  living  and  glorious  tribute  of  the  business  world  to  Chris- 
tianity and  patriotism !  How  it  came  to  be  here,  is  one  of  the 
significant  things  of  the  amazing  history  of  Christian  benefi- 
cence in  this  war.    Nor  is  the  Central  Office  in  this  blessed  sig- 
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nificance  alone ;  but  part  and  parcel,  share  and  share  alike,  with 
the  branch  offices  in  Baltimore,  Pittsburgh  and  Cincinnati,  the 
treasurer's  office  in  Philadelphia,  and  in  principle,  if  not  in  cir- 
cumstantial detail,  with  many  other  offices  embraced  in  the 
organization  throughout  the  whole  country. 

The  executive  head  of  the  Commission  was  too  full  of  his  own 
business  to  stay  abroad  and  meet  the  administrative  necessities 
of  such  an  agency.  So  he  opened  his  doors,  brought  it  home, 
and  gave  it  quarters,  as  he  gives  it  his  personal  services,  free, — 
precisely  what  is  done,  also,  by  the  treasurer,  at  the  Western 
Bank,  of  which  he  is  president,  for  the  burden  of  his  responsible 
work,  and  by  the  several  chief  officers  of  the  branches  men- 
tioned above. 

These  things  are  stated  in  no  spirit  of  vain-glory ;  but  because 
they  are  true,  and  truly  characteristic  of  the  unbounded  benefi- 
cence called  forth  by  the  war,  and  fairly  illustrative  of  the  sin- 
gular economy  of  the  administration  of  affairs  throughout  all 
the  departments  and  operations  of  the  United  States  Christian 
Commission. 

Pendant  from  a  cord  stretched  from  side  to  side  across  Bank 
Street  at  'Ho.  11,  is  the  broad  banner  of  the  Christian  Commis- 
sion, which,  in  the  language  of  Colonel  Moore,  *'  is  simply  the 
banner  of  our  country  consecrated  to  God." 

Ascending  the  stairway,  a  spacious  room  opens  out,  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty  feet  long  and  thirty  feet  wide,  with  large  win- 
dows at  each  end  and  skylight  in  the  centre.  One  end,  walled 
off  by  desk  and  counter,  is  used  as  an  office,  and  occupied  by  five 
or  six  busy  men  at  their  tables  and  desks.  The  other  end  of 
the  room  is  used  for  hospital  stores  and  for  receiving,  repacking, 
marking,  and  shipping  boxes  of  goods  for  the  relief  and  benefit 
of  suffering  soldiers.  The  centre  is  used  for  newspapers,  books, 
stationery,  and  various  publications,  which  are  here  opened  out, 
examined,  arranged,  and  repacked  for  shipment  to  fill  orders. 
The  narrow  circuit  of  these  rooms,  like  the  wide  circuit  of  the 
various  armies  and  committees,  will  reveal  the  nature  of  the 
United  States  Christian  Commission  as  a  national  agency  be- 
tween the  home,  the  church,  the  press,  and  the  people,  on  the 
one  hand,  and  the  men  away  in  the  war  on  the  other.  Stores 
prepared  by  loving  hands,  family  papers,  and  delegates  warm 
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from  the  fireside,  here  on  their  way  to  the  army,  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Commission,  show  its  agency  between  the  home 
and  the  soldiers.  Christian  ministers  and  laymen  of  various 
churches  on  their  way,  ready  in  the  apostolic  spirit  to  become  all 
things  and  suffer  all  things,  if  they  can  only  win  soldiers  to  Jesus, 
and  religious  reading,  the  Scriptures  above  all,  here  to  be  sent 
forth  by  the  Commission,  exhibit  its  character  as  an  agency 
between  the  church  and  the  soldiers.  Its  agency  between  the 
press  and  the  soldiers  is  doubly  represented,  first  by  an  enor- 
mous amount  of  various  publications,  fresh  from  the  press,  in 
transitu  for  the  men  in  the  field,  and,  second,  by  a  system  of 
supplying  interesting  facts  concerning  the  soldiers  for  home 
circulation  through  the  papers. 

All  these  things,  and  many  more  besides,  reveal  the  Commis- 
sion as  the  people's  agency  for  reaching  the  soldiers  with  their 
good  gifts  and  good  will, — gloriously,  too,  if  we  reflect  that,  in 
the  yearly  aggregate,  they  have  swelled  in  value  to  about  a 
million  of  dollars. 

Letters  written  home,  messages  brought,  mementos  transmit- 
ted, facts  made  known,  and,  above  all,  the  fire  of  the  work 
brought  from  the  blazing  altars  in  the  field  by  delegates  return- 
ing, to  be  kindled  on  the  altars  of  household  and  church,  dele- 
gates daily  reporting  at  the  Central  Office,  amply  illustrate  the 
agency  of  the  Commission  between  the  men  in  the  field  and  the 
people  and  church  at  home. 

Observe,  here  on  the  left  are  library  cases  and  library  books. 
The  cases  open  in  the  centre  upon  strong  strap-hinges ;  a  box 
when  closed  fastened  by  hasp  and  padlock,  a  case  of  shelves 
when  standing  open  on  end.  The  books  bound  in  flexible  oil- 
cloth, light,  compact,  impervious  to  water.  Books  and  case 
admirably  suited  to  tho  camp,  and  the  books,  if  possible,  even 
better  adapted  to  the  heart  and  life  of  the  soldier. 

On  the  right,  family  papers  by  thousands.  On  the  left  again, 
note  paper  and  envelopes  with  printed  motto,  from  the  beak  of  a 
carrier  dove,  '^  The  Christian  Commission  sends  this  as  the  sol- 
dier's message,  Let  it  hasten  to  those  who  wait  for  tidings," 
for  use  on  the  free  writing-tables  of  all  stations  in  the  field,  and 
for  free  distribution,  to  promote  correspondence  with  home.  On 
the  right  again,  in  boxes  piled  up,  condensed  milk,  shirts,  draw- 
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ers,  socks,  condensed  beef,  farina,  cornstarch,  dried  fruit, 
pickles,  canned  fruits,  jellies,  and  jams,  and  other  comforts,  and 
clothing,  with  blankets,  all  designed  for  the  field.  Returning, 
here  on  the  left  see  this  long  counter  against  the  wall,  with  its 
orderly  piles  of  knapsack-books,  in  many  styles  of  binding,  with 
winning  titles,  all  intended  to  find  happy  lodgment  in  the  hearts 
as  well  as  the  knapsacks  of  the  soldiers,  to  cheer  them  and 
strengthen  them  for  the  marches  and  battles  of  the  war  for  the 
country,  and  for  holy  conflicts  and  conquests  for  the  King  and 
kingdom  eternal. 

Most  precious  of  all,  here,  in  boxes,  fresh  from  the  American 
Bible  Society — which,  though  issuing  seven  thousand  copies  a 
day,  is  unable  to  keep  pace  with  the  demand — are  the  Sacred 
Scriptures,  in  readiness  for  immediate  transmission  to  the 
various  fields  from  whence  orders  have  come. 

Passing  now  within  the  line  of  separation  between  storeroom 
and  office,  one  or  two  things  only  may  be  brought  to  your  notice, 
as  examples  of  many  in  which  the  nature  of  the  Commission  is 
illustrated,  and  the  order,  efficiency,  and  economy  of  its  arrange- 
ments are  blended. 

Observe  this  case  with  its  numerous  pigeon-holes  for  envelopes. 
Each  pigeon-hole,  as  you  see  by  the  printed  address  on  the  en- 
velopes they  contain,  represents  a  newspaper.  Sixty  papers  in 
all  are  thus  represented.  This  is  part  of  a  system  for  supplying 
these  papers  with  facts  and  incidents  from  the  ample  correspon- 
dence of  the  Commission.  When  a  letter  received  contains  any- 
thing worthy  of  general  publicity,  it,  is  copied  in  shape  for  pub- 
lication, transferred  for  preservation  and  record  to  a  book  by  a 
copying  press,  set  up  and  printed  in  ''slips,"  struck  off  in  num- 
bers sufficient  to  send  one  slip  to  each  paper,  and  sent  off  simul- 
taneously to  all.  By  this  system  the  readers  of  the  whole  sixty 
different  papers  may  have  the  same  things  at  the  same  time 
from  them  all.  This  admirable  system  is  under  the  management 
of  Mr.  J.  Macfarland. 

Here  is  another  case  with  a  full  set  of  blanks  for  the  entire 
system  of  reporting,  and  here  the  books  in  which  complete  re- 
cords are  preserved  of  all  that  comes  in  and  all  that  goes  out, 
with  day,  date,  aiid  names  in  all  cases.  Scrap-books,  too,  one 
set  for  circulars,  another  for  newspaper  articles^  and  another  for 
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bills,  and  in  short  a  complete  system  of  books  for  everything,  so 
arranged  that  an  account  of  stewardship  can  be  given,  in  any 
and  all  cases,  with  perfect  accuracy. 

In  dismissing  this  matter,  a  glance  of  comparison  is  invited 
between  what  has  here  been  seen  represented,  and  the  expense 
of  it  all  for  the  year,  as  it  may  be  gathered  from  the  full  and 
discriminating  account  of  the  Treasurer,  given  in  its  proper  place. 

Take,  on  the  one  hand,  all  these  things,  the  ample,  excellent 
room  occupied,  the  many  busy  hands  employed,  the  large 
amount  of  money  received  and  paid  out,  the  vast  value  and 
bulk  of  the  year's  aggregate  of  stores  and  publications,  received 
and  transmitted,  or  purchased  and  shipped,  the  extensive  cor- 
respondence carried  on,  the  boundlessness  of  both  the  field  of 
supply  at  home  and  the  field  of  work  in  the  army,  together  with 
the  perfect  system  and  order  preserved  in  and  through  all ;  and 
on  the  other  hand,  take  the  amazingly  small  amounts  expended 
in  salaries,  agencies,  rents  and  all ;  place  the  two  side  by  side, 
and  the  comparison  cannot  fail  to  produce  wonder  and  astonish- 
ment. 

Glance  again  from  these  two  things  to  a  third,  the  aggregate 
of  the  year, — ^the  extent,  preciousness,  and  value  of  the  work  done 
in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  the 
Army  of  the  Ohio,  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  and  others,  and  on 
the  great  battle-fields,  Gettysburg,  Chickamauga,  Chattanooga, 
and  the  rest,  and  in  the  camps  and  hospitals;  the  many  lives 
saved,  and  souls  converted  to  God,  the  hearts  of  the  soldiers 
cheered  and  made  strong,  the  homes  gladdened  and  comforted, 
all  by  means  of  the  work  here  represented,  at  an  expense  so 
amazingly  small,  and  wonder  and  astonishment  must  be  changed 
into  gratitude  to  God  and  gladness  of  heart  for  such  great  and 
beneficent  results,  by  an  agency,  which,  in  expending  so  little, 
has  accomplished  so  much. 


SELECTIONS  * 


PAPERS,  INCIDENTS,  AND  LETTERS. 


covTsiBTmoisr  of  maey  talbot  sokly,  thbovgh 

THE  PBESIDENT. 

Lettbr,  addrbssbd  to  Abraham  Lincoln,  Presidbnt  of  thb 
United  States.  * 

Jftnnary  29,  1863. 

Dbar  Prbbibent  : 

I  hope  you  will  pardon  me  for  troubling  you,     Ohio  is  my 
native  State,  and  I  so  much  wish  to  send  a  trifle  in  the  shape 
of  a  £^  Bank  of  England  note,  to  buy  Bibles  for  the  poor> 
wounded  soldiers  of  the  North,  which  I  hope  they  may  read. 
Yours,  very  respectfully, 

Mary  Talbot  Sorly, 

Firoliff.  Dftrby  Bale,  Derbyshire,  England. 

President  Lincoln  to  Mr.  Stuart. 

fixBCUTiYB  Mansion,  Washinqton, 
Haroh  21,  1863. 

My  dear  Sir  : 

In  accordance  with  the  desire  of  the  writer,  I  have  the  honor, 
by  direction  of  the  President,  to  send  you  the  inclosed  remit- 
tance, to  be  devoted  to  the  purpose  indicated  in  the  letter 
accompanying. 

Yours,  very  truly, 

John  Hay, 

«B0.  H.  Stuabt,  BtQ.  Aast.  Privato  Seo'y. 

THE  <'P0CAH0HTA8"  PAPEBS. 

Thb  following  letter  and  the  document  accompanying,  were 
addressed  to  Jos.  Patterson,  Esq.,  Treasurer  of  the  United  States- 
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Gfaristian  Commission,  bj  a  commander  in  the  navy.  With  the 
letter  came  $44  from  the  officers,  and  $101  50  from  the  crew 
of  the  "Pocahontas/*  and  a  long  "roll  of  honor"  of  the  con- 
tributors, which  was  duly  published  in  the  weekly  acknowledg- 
ments of  the  Commission.  Contributions  are  also  flowing  in 
from  many  regiments  in  camp,  to  aid  the  good  work  of  the 
Commission.  When  the  noble  men  in  our  army  and  navy  are 
manifesting  such  desire  for  Christian  effort  on  their  own  behalf, 
and  on  behalf  of  their  comrades,  is  it  not  time  for  those  at  home 
to  enlarge  and  redouble  their  efforts  ? 

17.  8.  Stkambb  Pocahoxtas,  orr  Mobilb,  Ala., 
April  24,  1803. 

It  is  with  grateful  pleasure  I.  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the 
package  containing  Testaments  and  Christian  papers,  which  I 
distributed  among  the  crew  of  this  ship  on  Sunday  last,  and  I 
feel  sure  it  will  be  gratifying  to  you  to  hear  that  they  are 
attentively  read  by  the  men,  who  appear  (many  of  them)  to  feel 
great  interest  in  the  Society,  for  its  continuance  and  support. 

God  grant  that  the  seed  you  have  sown  among  our  little 
community  on  board  this  ship  may  have  fallen  on  good  ground, 
and  may  bring  forth  much  fruit. 

On  Monday,  a  meeting  was  organized  and  held  on  the  deck 
by  the  crew ;  the  minutes  of  which,  together  with  the  proceeds 
of  contributions,  have  been  given  to  me  to  transmit,  which  I  feel 
much  pride  and  pleasure  in  doing.  The  surplus  inclosed  has 
been  contributed  by  two  officers. 

This  meeting  was  a  voluntary  act  of  the  crew.     My  sanction 
to  hold  it  was  asked  only,  and  obtained.     It  was  unattended 
and  uninfluenced  by  myself,  or  any  other  officer. 
With  great  respect,  yours  truly, 

Wm.  M.  Gamblb, 

Commftnding  U.  &  8.  Pooahontos. 

U.  8.  Stbambb  Pocahontas,  off  Mobilb,  Ala.^ 
April  36,  186S. 

By  permission  of  our  worthy  captain,  Lieut.  Com.  Wm.  M. 
Gamble,  a  meeting  was  held  on  board  this  ship,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  aiding  the  United  States  Christian  Commission.  The 
meeting  having  been  called  to  order,  the  following  officers  were 
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elected:  Charles  D.  Humphrey,  Chairman;  Richard  Howard^ 
Vice-President ;  William  White,  Secretary. 

The  objects  of  the  meeting  having  been  explained  by  the 
Chairman,  on  the  motion  of  the  Secretary,  Henry  A.  Meyen- 
borg  was  introduced,  and  delivered  the  following  address : 

"  The  objects  of  the  meeting  having  been  fully  explained  by 
our  worthy  Chairman,  I  would  call  your  attention  to  those 
papers  distributed  amongst  us  on  Sunday  last.  In  reading 
those  papers  you  no  doubt  noticed  the  prjoceedings  of  a  meeting 
held  in  the  Musical  Hall,  in  New  York,  and  certainly  must  have 
derived  pleasure  to  see  that  our  military  chieftains.  General 
Winfield  Scott,  General  Burnside,  and  other  distinguished  gen- 
tlemen of  military  and  civil  life,  have  yet  some  time  left  to  care 
for  the  wants  of  those  gallant  men,  of  whom  our  army  and  navy 
consist.  Noble  as  such  great  undertakings  are,  they  certainly 
must  fail  unless  firmly  supported,  as  the  expenses  are  immense. 
That  those  papers,  pamphlets,  &c.,  have  done  a  great  deal  of 
good  not  one  of  us  can  deny;  and  allow  me  to  add,  that  he 
who  would  dispute  this  is  the  enemy  of  morality  and  truth,  and 
where  the  jurisdiction  of  the  law  of  morality  and  truth  is  denied, 
there  all  laws  and  rules,  civil  and  military,  ar«  in  vain,  and 
demoralization  is  at  the  threshold. 

''  An  association  formed  upon  principles  that  are  permanent 
and  uniform  in  the  hearts  of  all  men  who  are  for  truth  and  jus* 
tioe,  the  pillars  upon  which  our  Constitution  rests,  asks  you  to  con« 
tribute,  however  little  it  may  be,  to  aid  this  work  for  the  benefit 
of  our  friends  in  the  army  and  navy,  and  those  who  suflFer  from 
sickness  or  wounds  in  the  hospitals.  To  such  those  papers  will 
be  welcome  indeed  ;  and,  in  asking  you  to  contribute  your  share, 
I  do  not  wish  to  be  understood  that  I  assume  to  Leg  of  you  to 
contribute.  No.  Whether  or  not  to  do  this,  let  every  man  ask 
his  own  conscience ;  but  I  certainly  have  a  right  to  add,  that  ho 
who  would  even  pause  for  one  moment  to  aid  an  undertaking  so 
noble,  would  also  refuse  twenty-five  cents  to  the  wounded  soldier 
begging  for  bread  or  seeking  for  shelter  against  wind  and  storm ; 
and  who  knows  if  those  papers  are  not  often  the  only  bread  for 
the  wounded  and  sick  in  hospitals  ? 

'*  I  shall  say  no  more,  but  only  ask  you  to  consider,  whatever 
your  donation  may  be,  it  is  for  those  who  fight  for  the  Union 
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and  Constitation,  a  Constitution  so  wisely  contrived,  so  strongly 
raised,  and  so  highly  finished,  that  it  is  hard  to  speak  with  that 
praise  of  it  which  is  justly  and  severely  its  due. 

"  Let  us,  my  friends,  always  endeavor  to  demonstrate  the  ele- 
gant principles  of  that  instrument  and  how  dear  it  is  to  us, 
through  a  cheerful  and  harmonious  concurrence  in  all  noble 
undertakings  which  tend  to  cherish  those  who  suflFer  from  wounds 
received  in  defence  of  their  country.  Let  us  always  endeavor 
to  sustain,  to  repair,  to  beautify  the  charter  of  liberty,  which 
solemn  charge  is  intrusted  to  all  those  who  march  or  sail  under 
the  American  flag.  The  protection  of  American  liberty  is  a 
duty  which  they  owe  if>  themselves  who  enjoy  it,  to  our  ances- 
tors who  fought  for  it,  and  to  your  posterity  who  will  claim  it 
at  your  hands,  this,  the  best  birthright  and  noblest  inheritance 
of  mankind,  and  who  will  bear  a  grateful  remembrance  to  those 
who  never  stood  back  when  called  upon  to  cherish  and  protect 
those  when  they  suffered  in  lonesome  hospitals." 

A  moti(»  having  been  made  to  receive  the  names  of  those  who 
wished  to  contribute,  the  following  came  forward  and  subscribed : 


Henry  A.  Mejenborg, 

13  00 

John  Beed,               i 

12  00 

Richard  Howard, 

5  00 

Morris  McCarty, 

2  00 

Charles  B.  Humphrey^ 

3  00 

John  Kelly, 

1  00 

William  White, 

5  00 

Bobert  T.  Carter, 

2  00 

John  W.  Britton, 

8  oa 

William  Gamer, 

2  00 

James  J.  Donohue, 

600 

JoiwCUrk, 

600 

William  George, 

5  00 

Henij  Komer, 

2  00 

John  Atkin, 

S  00 

Biohard  Thompson, 

2  60 

Henry  Seymour, 

5  00 

Charies  D.  Margerum, 

6  00 

Peter  Smith, 

2  00 

Boger  McGrath, 

3  00 

Warren  Kimball, 

6  00 

James  Huckins, 

2  00 

Peter  C.  Collins, 

6  00 

John  B.  SuIlivaD, 

.       2  00 

Arthur  Brock, 

3  00 

Francis  Comte, 

1  00 

Dean  S.  Seare, 

5  00 

George  Law, 

5  00 

Thomas  S.  Smith, 

2  00 

John  Brooks, 

1  00 

Williflm  MiIaa 

2  flO 

TT  lllinill    ijXHxSOf 

OnstaTDS  Oreenhaigh, 

£l     VV 

8  00 

Total, 

1101  50 

Charles  D.  Homphbet, 

Ch&imiui. 

William  White, 

BttnUtj. 
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Bey.  jr.  Wilson  Ward,  Jr.,  at  Cnlpepor  Conrt-hoiue. 

"0!  for  »  drink  of  tea." 

Once,  when  I  had  distributed  all  my  store  of  tea  among  the 
sick  and  wounded  cavalrymen,  just  as  I  was  going  away  empty- 
handed,  I  heard  a  voice  asking  if  I  had  any  more  tea.  "  No," 
I  said,  "it  is  all  gone."  "0,  I  did  want  some,"  he  replied. 
"I  would  give  five  dollars  for  a  drink  of  tea!"  I  could  not 
resist  an  appeal  so  urgent.  I  returned  to  the  store-room, 
where,  fortunately,  I  found  a  new  supply,  and,  coming  back, 
gave  him  all  he  wanted.  These  little  things  are  remembered 
and  treasured  up. 

Human  Sympathy. 

Says  a  delegate :  "  The  poor  fellows  would  frequently  cry  like 
children,  while  I  talked  with  them  and  ministered  unto  them. 
Most  of  them  are  having  a  pretty  hard  time  in  defending  our 
Union  for  us,  and  they  crave  sympathy,  they  hunger  for  it ;  and 
therefore  they  weep  when  the  delegate  of  the  Christian  Com- 
mission comes  and  takes  hold  of  their  hand,  and  sits  down  and 
talks  with  them  about  home  and  loved  ones." 

Hospital  Work. 
The  hospital  generally  makes  men  tender  and  impressible  to 
Divine  truth.  Its  efi'ect  on  the  delegate  who  labors  there  is 
salutary  and  strengthening.  To  see  the  various  phases  of 
religious  feeling  and  experience,  and  to  administer  admonition, 
consolation,  direction  and  ins  true  tion,  are  the  solemn  things  of 
the  soul,  and  judgment  and  eternity  must  make  their  mark 
upon  the  Christian  who  moves  and  labors  in  the  midst  of  such 
an  atmosphere.  One  delegate  writes  of  a  West  Tennessee  man, 
whose  home  had  been  burned  by  the  Southerners  for  his  refusal 
to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance,  and  whose  subsequent  enlistment 
in  our  army  had  ended  in  imprisonment  at  Belle  Isle.  In  all 
these  trials  his  hold  upon  Christ  had  not  slackened.  It  re- 
mained firm,  immovable.  Says  the  delegate,  "  It  strengthened 
my  oum  grasp  to  see  him  cling  T' 

Lodging  a  Lieutenant-Ooyemor. 
The  same  delegate  records,  that  an  intelligent-seeming  man, 
from  Vermont,  spent  the  night  with  them  at  Warrenton,  in 
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search  of  his  sick  sou,  who  was  a  captain.  Before  he  left,  thej 
found  that  they  had  been  entertaining  the  Lieatenant-Govemor 
of  the  State  of  Vermont.  He  was  very  grateful,  and  said  that 
he  would  speak  a  good  word  for  the  Commission  when  he  re- 
turned home. 

To  this  delegate's  report  the  statement  should  be  added,  to 
complete  the  record,  that  the  Lieutenant-Governor  has  been  as 
good  as  his  word;  for  besides  all  he  may  have  said  and  done 
elsewhere  and  in  other  ways,  he  prepared  the  way  for  one  of  the 
noblest  demonstrations  Vermont  has  made  for  the  United  States 
Christian  Commission,  and  aided  in  it. 

The  Christian  Captain. 

Rev.  H.  Houston,  of  Maine,  laboring  in  the  Army  of  the  Poto- 
mac (August  and  September,  1863),  speaks  of  a  pious  captain, 
formerly  a  preacher,  who  aided  greatly  in  the  work  of  distribut- 
ing papers  and  tracts,  and  other  good  reading  matter.  He 
came  himself  several  times  for  matter  to  circulate  among  his 
men,  until  he  was  ashamed  of  the  frequency  of  his  calls,  and 
sent  a  soldier  for  a  number  of  Testaments,  very  much  needed,  to 
supply  each  of  his  men  with  a  copy.  This  captain  often  acted 
the  part  of  chaplain  to  the  regiment.  The  Christian  Commis- 
sion answered  his  demands  with  the  generous  supplies  that  had 
been  furnished  them. 

Strangers  Entertained. 

The  accommodations  of  the  Commission  were  freely  used  by 
friends  visiting  the  army  on  sorrowful  errands,  seeking  sick  and 
dead  relations.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Houston  speaks  of  two  women 
who  were  lodged  in  the  Commission's  tent,  who  would  have 
been  compelled  to  remain  out  all  night  but  for  these  accommo- 
dations, so  freely  offered.  Early  the  next  morning,  one  of  these 
poor  stricken  ones  arrived  just  in  time  to  see  the  burial  service 
performed  over  the  remains  of  her  deceased  son.  The  other 
found  her  husband  recoveriug. 

Penteoostal  Baptism  of  a  New  Station. 
Rev.  W.  L.  Tisdale,  of  New  York,  writes  from  the  station,  in 
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the  Third  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Fifth  Corps,  Armj  of  the 
Potomac. 

^^  This  is  a  new  station.  I  preached  the  first  sermon  here. 
The  chapel  was  crowded,  and  also  the  space  for  twenty  or 
thirty  feet  around  the  door.  From  that  day  to  this,  very 
stormy  weather  excepted,  the  chapel  has  heen  crowded  at  every 
service.  The  first  time  opportunity  was  given,  eight  or  ten  men 
expressed  desire  for  the  prayers  of  Christians  in  their  behalf; 
and  every  time  since,  as  many  have  embraced  each  opportunity. 
Sometimes  twenty,  and  one  evening  twenty-five,  asked  prayers. 

"  I  can  hardly  tell  the  number  of  conversions  in  the  brigade 
since  we  came ;  but  from  all  I  can  learn,  there  have  been,  during 
the  four  weeks  since  the  station  was  started,  several  hundred 
led  to  serious  reflection,  and  about  one  hundred  converted  and 
reclaimed." 

A  Discouraged  Chaplain  Encouraged. 

"  The  brigade  has  one  chaplain.  I  am  told  he  was  very  much 
disheartened,  and  had  thought  seriously  of  resigning.  When, 
however,  the  men  began  to  seek  Christ,  he  began  to  work  with 
new  courage.  His  chapel,  built  by  the  soldiers,  with  roof  and 
stove  furnished  by  the  Christian  Commission,  became  a  Bethel  to 
his  men  and  a  glad  place  to  his  own  soul/' — From  the  same. 

The  Dmmmer-Boy  and  his  Ten. 

^^  In  our  first  or  second  meeting  at  this  new  station,  a  drummer- 
boy  of  the  146th  New  York  Volunteers  was  deeply  impressed, 
began  to  cry  to  God  for  mercy  and  salvation^  and  soon  came 
happily  into  the  light.  At  once  he  began  praying  specially  for 
a  young  friend.  He,  too,  was  converted  to  God.  Then  the  two 
united  their  prayers  for  a  third,  who  was  soon  won  to  Jesus. 
They  all  joined  in  prayer  for  a  fourth  one  of  their  comrades 
successfully,  and  the  four  for  a  fifth;  and  so  they  kept  on 
until  now  the  drummer-boy  tells  me  that  ten  of  their  company 
are  already  happy  in  the  love  of  Christ  and  hope  of  heaven 
newly  found." — From  the  same. 

The  CoToriess  Bible  Foud,  and  Salvation  Fonnd  by  It 
A  fine  young  man  of  the  140th  New  York  Volunteers  says 
that  his  parents  and  some  of  his  brothers  and  sisters  are  pious ; 

17 
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but  he  himself  never  would  read  the  Bible,— could  not  remem- 
ber that  he  had  ever  read  a  chapter  in  it  till  last  falL  When 
General  Meade  fell  back  before  Lee,  near  Warrenton  he  found 
a  Bible,  loat  or  thrown  awaj,  with  its  cover  gone,  and  thought 
he  would  read  it.  He  was  soon  affected  by  its  truth.  His  pro- 
fanity had  been  awful,  and  his  temper  ungovernable.  When  he 
came  to  this  neighborhood  he  attended  the  meetings  at  our  chapel, 
and  soon  sought  and  found  the  Saviour.  He  appears  to  be  a 
true  Christian.  His  temper  is  subdued;  he  prays  instead  of 
swearing,  and  the  change  of  his  heart  is  so  great  that  it  is  an 
astonishment  to  himself.  What  a  joy  must  this  be  to  the  pray- 
ing home-circle  in  his  own  father's  house  ! 

Who  being  Dead  Tet  SpeaketL 

Rev.  A.  B.  Russell,  of  Maine,  gives  the  following  amongst 
other  interesting  incidents : 

"A  young  man,  H.  G.  M ,  of  the  Sixteenth  Massachusetts, 

related  some  remarkable  circumstances  of  his  life.  In  his  first 
public  remarks  as  a  Christian  convert,  he  said,  ^  I  enjoyed  reli- 
gious influences  at  home ;  but  early  in  life,  while  yet  a  mere 
boy,  I  left  home  and  became  a  seafarer.  Three  times  I  have 
sailed  round  the  world.  I  fought  in  the  British  war  in  China, 
and  now  I  am  here  a  soldier  in  the  Federal  army.  I  am  a 
thousand  miles  from  home.'  Having  got  thus  far,  home  recol- 
lections seemed  to  rush  in  upon  him,  his  utterance  choked,  and, 
in  a  flood  of  tears,  he  completely  broke  down  and  stopped.  The 
meeting  went  on.  At  the  close,  I  presented  him  with  a  Narra- 
tive of  the  Last  Days  and  Death  of  Captain  Bate,  at  the  Battle 
of  Canton.  Taking  it,  he  said,  ^  I  was  with  that  man,  and  saw 
him  when  he  received  his  mortal  wound.'  The  Christian  hero, 
though  dead,  was  still  speaking  to  his  now  Christian  soldier,  from 
the  far  side  of  the  globe." 

Sublime  Besignation. 

^^  As  I  entered  a  hospital,  my  attention  was  drawn  to  an  elderly 
soldier  in  the  first  ward  in  a  sitting  posture.  His  appearance 
was  patriarchal — ^Abrahamic.  His  gray  locks  were  combed  back, 
and  fell  in  profusion  upon  his  shoulders ;  while  his  countenance 
wore  a  benign  expression,  like  one  in  serene  repose.    When  I 
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approached  him,  he  told  briefly  his  tale  of  affliction  whilst  tears 
coursed  down  his  face.  ^  When  the  war  began,  I  entered  the 
army  with  mj  two  eldest  sons.  I  am  here;  thej  are  gone. 
Both  died  in  the  service  of  the  conntrj.  I  was  in  the  seven 
days'  fight  before  Bichmond  with  mj  two  brave  sons.  We 
covered  the  retreat.  I  have  suffered  all  the  ills  of  camp  and 
march,  and  am  now  disabled.  I  should  like  to  go  home.  But 
if  I  never  go  home,  I  shall  meet  mj  friends  again.'  Every 
tone  and  every  feature  said,  '  Thy  will  be  done,  0  God,  not 
mine.'  I  there  learned  a  lesson  of  patience  never  to  be  for- 
gotten."— From  the  same. 

The  Kind  of  Work  Done  at  Gettysburg. 

'^The  delegates  of  the  Christian  Commission  were  the  first 
helpers  on  the  ground  after  the  battle.  At  the  Second  Corps 
Hospital,  two  delegates  arrived  on  Saturday,  July  4th,  and 
several  more  of  us  arrived  on  Sabbath  morning,  July  5th.  We 
gave  ourselves  to  the  work  of  distributing  cordials  and  bread 
and  clothing  to  the  wounded  and  the  dying.  We  gave  them 
water,  bound  up  their  wounds,  made  them  as  comfortable  as 
possible,  and  thus  ministering  to  the  bodily  wants  of  the  poor 
men,  also  pointed  their  souls  to  Christ.  Soon  the  cry  was  for 
bread.  Some  of  the  delegates  went  to  town  and  represented 
the  need  to  some  farmers,  who  had  a  load,  and  prevailed  upon 
them  to  go  themselves  with  it  and  see  the  necessity.  They 
came,  they  saw,  they  gave  it  all.  How  grateful  the  hun- 
gry boys  were  !  *  God  bless  you.'  *  God  bless  the  Christian 
Commission.'  *  This  is  like  home.'  *  Oh,  how  good !'  rang 
out  as  we  passed  along.  Thus  our  work  continued  for  days. 
We  fed  the  hungry,  gave  drink  to  the  thirsty,  bound  up  the 
wounds  of  the  wounded;  changed  the  position  of  the  suffering, 
and  breathed  consolation  to  the  disheartened  and  dying.  Nor 
did  we  neglect  the  souls  of  the  suffering  soldiers.  We  reached 
the  heart  and  touched  the  affections.  We  sang,  we  prayed,  we 
talked  at  their  request.  We  repeated  these  exercises  from 
evening  to  evening  in  the  tents  where  they  would  desire.  They 
joined  in  the  song  and  dropped  the  tear,  and  often  responded 
*Amen.'  Many,  I  trust,  were  bom  into  the  kingdom  on  that 
groaning  ground.    Many  went  up  to  glory  saying,   ^Jesus, 
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receive  my  spirit'  *Haye  mercy  on  me,  a  sinner/  *  Save, 
Lord.'  We  preached  Christ  and  Him  crucified ;  and  the  dying 
sought  Christ  and  Him  alone. 

"  I  knew  not  "where  to  begin  to  give  the  incidents  of  interest. 
They  met  us  every  hour.  Officers  and  men,  the  stout-hearted 
and  the  tender  boy,  the  convicted  and  the  backslider,  all  came 
to  our  notice,  and  we  found  among  them  cases  of  absorbing  inte- 
rest. Among  the  rebels,  too,  we  found  the  Christian  heart,  the 
seeking  soul,  the  loyal  man  forced  to  fight,  and  the  doubtful 
man  who  had  chosen  because  he  must  choose  or  suffer.  But  I 
will  not  specify  now.  The  Christian  Commission  is  doing  a 
great  work.  May  God  bless  it  till  there  shall  be  no  more  war 
in  the  land." — J.  E,  Adams. 

He  Couldn't  Oo  Home  a  Sinner. 

F.  B.  Pkrkins,  Camp  Parole,  writes : 

"  A  man  came  into  my  tent.  I  closed  the  entrance,  and  sat 
down  with  him  on  my  bed.  He  then  poured  out  his  heart.  He 
had  been  a  sailor  for  many  years,  and  had  been  a  very  wicked 
man.  He  had  served  his  time  (two  years),  and  was  only  wait- 
ing for  his  papers  to  be  made  out  for  home.  ^  But,'  said  he, 
*I*m  going  home  again  a  sinner.'  'No,'  said  I,  *my  brother, 
you  need  not  go  home  an  unpardoned  sinner.  Jesus  is  ready  to 
save  you.  You  need  not  be  undecided  a  moment,'  &c.  God's 
spirit  affected  him  powerfully.  We  kneeled  together,  and  I 
tried  to  pray,  but  could  not  for  his  interruptions,  as  he  would 
continually  break  forth  with,  '  0  God,  help  me !  Forgive  me 
this  once,  for  Christ's  sake,  and  I  will  do  better.'  He  was  in 
an  agony,  and  poured  out  his  soul,  with  strong  crying  and  tears, 
unto  God.  Before  parting,  he  promised  to  live  for  Jesus,  come 
light  or  come  darkness.  In  the  evening  meeting,  he  made 
known  his  determination  publicly,  and  in  homely  but  earnest 
words  related  his  experience.  Said  he:  'I  am  going  to  change, 
and  serve  God.  I  promised  faithfully  this  morning  that  I  would, 
and  I  mean  to  keep  my  word  faithful.'  He  seems  really  a 
changed  man. 
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Prayer-Meetiiig  in  a  Graveyard  near  Falmouth,  Ta. 

Two  Christian  soldiers  of  the  Seventh  Michigan  Regiment, 
besides  laboring  in  the  evening  meetings,  sought  a  quiet  spot  in 
the  graveyard  behind  the  village  church,  where  many  of  their 
comrades  lay  beneath  the  sod,  and  there,  on  a  flat  tombstone, 
they  poured  out  their  hearts  before  God.  Soon  their  prayers 
were  heard.  Others  joined  them.  Some  anxious  ones  heard  of 
it  and  attended,  and  in  that  sacred,  silent  spot  found  the  Saviour. 
The  meeting  was  kept  up  till  the  army  moved. 

The  Sergeant's  Experience. 

The  Rbv.  J.  Wilson  Ward,  Jr.,  laboring  in  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac,  speaks  enthusiastically  of  the  interest  and  delight  that 
clusters  around  the  soldiers*  prayer-meetings  in  his  stations. 
The  meetings  at  Camp  Convalescent  were  specially  solemn, 
and  often  wonderful  in  the  degree  of  tender  interest  that  marked 
them.  The  experience  of  the  conversion  of  a  Pennsylvania  ser- 
geant, related  by  himself,  was  very  striking.  Said  he:  "I  found 
the  Saviour  ten  years  ago.  I  was  proud.  I  didn't  want  to 
yield.  The  arrow  of  conviction  rankled  in  my  heart  for  six 
months.  One  morning,  I  went  out  to  yoke  my  oxen  to  go  and 
get  some  wood.     I  knew  I  was  a  sinner.     I  felt  awfully. 

"  I  had  put  the  yoke  upon  the  ofi*  ox.  The  other  lay  at  a  little 
distance  chewing  his  cud.  I  did  not  speak  to  him.  I  simply  lifted 
the  yoke,  and  he  got  up,  and  bowed  his  head  quietly  and  re- 
ceived the  yoke  upon  his  bare  neck. 

"  Somehow  the  incident  went  to  my  soul.  I  could  not  forget 
it  It  was  meeting-night,  and  I  went.  I  thought  it  strange 
that  the  man  of  God  should  take  for  his  text,  ^  Take  my  yoke 
upon  you,  and  learn  of  me,  for  I  am  meek  and  lowly  in  heart, 
and  ye  shall  find  rest  to  your  souls.' 

"At  once  I  thought  of  the  ox  and  the  yoke,  and  I  said, 
*  That  means  me !'  And  as  the  preacher  held  up  the  yoke  of  the 
Grospel  I  came  forward,  bent  my  knee  and  meekly  bowed  my 
head ;  and  0 !  the  Saviour  placed  his  yoke  upon  me,  and  I  have 
worn  it  ever  since.  Truly  it  is  as  Jesus  said :  ^  My  yoke  is  easy, 
and  my  burden  is  light.'  " 
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The  Ck>ok-Hoiue  BetheL 

Rbv.  H.  C.  Howland,  Windmill  Point  Hospital,  February, 
19,  1868,  writes: 

^^  The  first  two  Sabbaths  I  spent  here  did  not  seem  at  all 
sacred.  Last  Sabbath,  however,  was  different.  The  brethren  of 
the  Christian  Commission  kept  holyday  sacredly  and  solemnly. 
Leave  was  obtained  to  occupy  a  vacant  cook-house  as  a  place  of 
worship.  Three  soldiers  were  kindly  detailed  to  aid  in  procuring 
a  stove,  seats,  &;c.  A  carpenter  made  me  an  arm-chair,  and  a 
table  was  procured.  With  barrels  sawed  in  two,  and  scantling, 
and  hospital  bedsteads,  we  made  seats  enough,  and  the  house 
was  ready. 

^^  The  rain,  which  beat  upon  our  tent  as  the  morning  dawned, 
was  unwelcome,  and  brought  disappointment.  We  anticipated 
a  failure.  But  God  had  in  reserve  for  us  a  signal  and  glorious 
success.  At  10  a.  m.,  Brother  Pitcher,  a  delegate  from  Wash- 
ington, preached.  Forty-five  were  present.  I  was  requested 
to  preach  at  2}  P.  M.  Sixty  were  present  then.  In  the  even- 
ing the  house  was  packed.  Over  two  hundred  were  present. 
It  was  a  meeting  for  prayer  and  conference ;  and  after  three 
hours  it  was  difficult  to  close  the  meeting.  Fifty-one  rose  to 
express  a  desire  for  the  prayers  of  God's  people.  The  Holy 
Spirit  was  there.  The  soldiers  seemed  overjoyed.  Many  said 
it  was  the  first  opportunity  of  attending  a  religious  service  they 
had  enjoyed  since  being  in  the  army.  Many  took  once  more  a 
stand  for  God.  They  showed  their  colors  in  the  presence  of 
their  comrades.  It  was  a  joyful  day,  both  for  the  soldiers  and 
the  delegates.  Thus  was  Sabbath-day  worship  inaugurated  in 
this  hospital,  and  in  the  cook-house,  set  apart  pro  tempore  from 
a  common  to  a  sacred  use;  and  it  became  a  true  Bethel,  a  house 
of  God,  and  the  gate  of  heaven  to  some  souls." 

Promptness  on  the  Field. 
J.  D.  BuGLESS,  of  Pawtucket,  R.  I.,  says,  that  he  was  the 
fourth  member  of  the  Commission  on  the  Gettysburg  field.  He 
also  says  that  the  Commission  '^  was  in  efficient  operation  two 
entire  days  before  the  Sanitary  Commission  or  the  Medical  Pur- 
veyor were  in  any  condition  to  offer  any  relief  to  the  suffering 
and  dying."     He  further  says:  "Its  excellency  (the  Gommis- 
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sion),  as  a  relief  to  physical  sofiering,  has  no  equal,  aside  from 
the  Surgical  Corps  of  the  Armj;  Its  excellence,  in  a  spiritual 
point  of  view,  is  unapproached  by  anything  else  in  the  service. 
Its  promptness  and  efficiency  certainly  were  instruments  of  sal- 
vation, temporal  and  spiritual,  to  scores  and  hundreds  on  the 
Gettysburg  field  alone  during  the  first  two  weeks  succeeding 
the  battle." 

Stores  in  Immense  Quantities  Heeded. 

Silas  M.  Gidding,  of  Brooklyn,  writes  from  the  Gettysburg 
field:  "When  the  people  at  the  North  hear  that  the  Christian 
Commission  have  two  hundred  delegates  on  this  field,  and  two 
ear-loads  of  comforts  arriving  every  day,  for  those  who  have 
perilled  their  lives  in  support  of  their  country,  they  seem  to 
think  that  enough  has  been  done ;  but  to  those  of  the  delegates 
who  arrived  the  first  week,  our  supplies  and  unwearied  labors 
seemed  only  as  a  ^  drop  in  the  bucket,'  so  great  was  the  suffer- 
ing and  want  of  the  wounded  and  the  dying." 

Testimonies  of  Delegates  to  the  Want  and  Worth  of  the  Christian 

Commission. 

Ira  Waldron,  Department  of  the  Cumberland.  "  The  work 
of  the  Christian  Commission  is  of  such  inestimable  worth  to  the 
soldiers,  that  it  should  receive  the  hearty  support  of  every 
Christian,  not  only  in  our  own  land,  but  in  the  whole  world." 

S.  E.  Bridoman,  Annt/  of  the  Cumberland.  "  The  army  wel- 
come us  and  are  glad,  yea,  more  than  glad,  to  get  religious 
readmg  and  to  be  talked  to  about  home,  heaven,  and  God.  A 
soldier's  heart  is  easily  reached  by  any  one  who  approaches  him 
with  a  warm,  loving  manner,  and  in  the  spirit  of  Christ." 

Rbv.  W.  H.  H.  Marsh,  at  Gettysburg.  "  I  have  always 
thought  highly  of  the  Christian  Commission ;  but  since  I  have 
seen  its  practical  workings  among  the  suffering,  and  have  been 
honored  with  the  privilege  of  laboring  as  one  of  its  delegates, 
I  think  of  it  with  intensified  interest." 

Rby.  Josbph  Ward,  Department  of  the  Susquehanna  (Hagers- 
town).  "  The  soldiery  had  lost  much  of  their  clothing  in  battle, 
and  what  was  left  was  covered  with  blood  and  filth.  Thus  our 
stores  of  clothing  were  brought  into  use  at  once.     The  surgeons 


256  UiriTBD  8TATI8  OHRI0TIAN  OOMMISSICni. 

were  poorly  supplied  with  medical  stores,  and  we  were  able  to 
supply  this  lack  to  a  degree  by  the  stimulants  with  which  we 
were  provided." 

The  Character  of  the  Work. 

Joseph  B.  Ivbs,  Fairfax  Oourt-house.  "  Cavalry  being  so 
different  from  infantry,  and  always  liable  to  be  called  out  on 
scouting  duty,  we  were  obliged  to  embrace  every  and  any  oppor- 
tunity of  visiting  the  regiments  the  moment  it  was  offered.  I 
have  many  a  time  held  prayer-meetings  when  we  expected  all 
the  time  to  hear  the  call  of  ^  boot  and  saddle ;'  but  I  have 
never  been  interrupted." 

The  East  Tennesseeans. 

F.  H.  BoYNTON,  General  Field  Hospital^  MurfreesbarOf  says 
of  them  :  "  They  read  their  Bibles  *  right  smart '  when  they  had 
them  at  home ;  but  they  could  only  get  away  with  their  lives, 
and  were  greatly  pleased  when  I  furnished  them  with  the  bread 
of  life." 

A  young  man  from  East  Tennessee  very  frankly  told  me  in  his 
peculiar  way,  that  "  he  knew  he  had  been  powerfully  wicked  since 
he  came  into  the  army,  but  he  was  going  to  do  a  heap  better;" 
and  when  I  asked  him  if  he  would  like  to  have  me  leave  him  a 
Testament,  both  of  his  hands,  which  were  under  the  coverlet  of 
the  bed,  were  quickly  withdrawn,  and  he  took  the  book  with 
that  mingled  look  of  astonishment  and  pleasure  which  we  some- 
times see  depicted  upon  the  face.  This  is  the  way  the  men 
receive  the  Ctospel.  They  hunger  and  thirst  for  the  bread  of 
life. 

Letter  from  Bey.  Henry  Powers. 

**  MUBFBBISBOBO,  TsifirBBSBI,  MftJ  2S. 

"The  work  in  this  army  (of  the  Cumberland)  is  growing 
mightily  on  our  hands.  The  Spirit  of  God  is  being  poured  out* 
Generals  high  in  command,  as  well  as  multitudes  of  soldiers,  are 
inquiring  the  way  to  be  saved.  Delegates  are  holding  prayer- 
meetings  and  preaching  services,  at  hospitals,  in  camps,  and  at 
the  headquarters  of  Major-Generals,  which  in  numerous  cases 
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are  attended  by  a  thousand  to  fifteen  Jbundred  men ;  and  on  one 
oceasion  over  five  hundred  rose  for  prayers.  We  have  a  daily 
Union  prayer-meeting,  at  the  office-rooms  of  the  Christian  Com- 
mission, at  which  there  are  new  cases  of  conversion  every  day, 
and  many  backsliders  have  been  reclaimed.  Last  Sabbath,  just 
at  this  post,  our  delegates  preached  thirty-one  times,  and  held 
prayer-meetings  in  different  regiments,  and  the  Sprit  of  God 
seemed  to  be  present.  The  same  glorious  work  is  also  going  on 
at  Nashville.  I  have  not  the  least  hesitation  in  saying,  that  if 
we  had  to-day  a  hundred  men  and  sufficient  supplies,  in  the 
Army  of  the  Cumberland,  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  would  still  far 
outstrip  them  in  their  most  fervent  efforts.  The  impression 
seems  to  have  been  made  in  some  way — no  doubt  by  the  Holy 
Ghost— on  the  minds  of  all  classes  of  men  in  this  army,  that 
now  is  God's  accepted  time  for  the  temporal  and  spiritual  salva- 
tion of  the  land.  Is  it  not,  then,  time  to  work  ?  Without  doubt, 
this  is,  at  present,  the  most  promising  field  in  the  whole  country 
for  Christian  effort." 

The  Earnest  German. 

Rev.  F.  B.  Pbrkins,  laboring  at  Camp  Parole  Hospital,  An- 
napolis, Md.,  relates  the  following  case  of  a  sick  German : 

"  I  went  into  the  ward  one  morning,  and  sat  down  by  his  be^. 
*Well,  how  are  you  to-day?*  'Oh,  pretty  well  here,*  point- 
ing to  his  bowels,  which  have  been  the  seat  of  his  disease* 
'But  0,  I*m  bad  here!'  pointing  to  his  heart.  I  saw  he  was 
much  affected,  and  wished,  therefore,  to  see  him  alone.  I  said 
to  him,  'Come  around  into  my  tent.'  We  started,  but  he 
could  not -wait  until  we  reached  the  tent.  'Oh,'  said  he,  'to 
Good  Spirit  ish  striving  with  me,  but  te  bad  spirit,  he  strive 
doo.*  I  gave  him  instruction  that  I  thought  suited  to  his  case, 
and  we  kneeled  in  prayer.  He  burst  forth  in  his  mother  tongue, 
so  that  I  could  not  follow  him,  but  he  was  in  earnest,  and  I 
doubt  not  sincere,  and  God  understood  him.  In  the  evening,  at 
prayer-meeting,  he  kneeled  again,  and  he  seemed  to  forget,  as 
he  prayed,  that  others  were  around  him.  For  some  time  he 
continued  his  earnest  seeking,  and  he  would  daily  go  into  the 
woods  near  by,  although  hardly  able  to  walk,  and  taking  a^orn- 
panion,  they  would  pray  there  together.    It  has  been  very 
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afieoting  to  me  to  hear  these  sonnds  of  earnest  petition,  as  I 
have  walked  near  the  place.  I  do  not  know  any  one  who  seems 
to  be  a  more  hopeful  case/' 

Character  of  Soldiers. 
Rev.  a.  Chandler,  Camp  Stoneman,  October  26.  *'  We  find 
many  earnest  Christian  men  among  the  soldiers.  They  express 
the  most  heartfelt  gratitude  for  the  religious  privileges  they 
enjoy,  and  when  opportunity  is  given,  they  are  always  ready  to 
speak  and  pray." 

Delight  in  the  Labor,  as  Teitifled  to  by  the  Laborers. 

James  V.  Botlee,  Department  of  Cincinnati.  "  Whatever  I 
have  accomplished,  my  own  heart  has  certainly  been  wholly  in 
the  work,  and  I  have  enjoyed  it !  God  speed  the  work,  for  it  is 
his  own." 

Rev.  H.  D.  Walker,  AMnffton,  Masaachvsetti.  Army  of  the 
Potomac.  "  In  my  ministry  of  twenty  years,  I  have  had  no  such 
period  of  active  and  blessed  work." 

Rev.  J.  P.  Ludlow,  Q-ettyihurg  General  Eospital.  This  dele- 
gate becoming  sick  was  obliged  to  leave  the  work  sooner  than 
he  expected.  He  wntes:  "  With  the  work  becoming  daily  more 
and  more  interesting,  and  my  heart  hourly  linked  in  closer 
sympathy  with  the  heroic  suflFerers  to  whom  I  ministered,  it  was 
hard  to  leave — too  hard  to  allow  me  to  say  to  many  of  them, 
^  Adieu  r" 

Rev.  W.  S.  Kimball,  Army  of  the  Potomac.  "  I  have  been 
very  much  pleased  with  the  work ;  and  have  come  home  with  a 
heart  flowing  with  sympathy  for  the  soldiers.  An  intimate 
acquaintance  with  the  men,  in  many  different  circumstances, 
has  increased  my  love  for  them,  and  for  the  work  of  the  Chris- 
tian Commission  among  them." 

Mtbon  a.  Munson,  Andover  studenty  laboring  at  Camp  Pa- 
role. ^'  I  call  up  my  soul  and  all  that  is  within  me  to  bless  the 
Lord  for  permitting  me  to  participate  in  the  noble  work  of  the 
Christian  Commission.  Again  and  again  I  have  been  permitted 
to  gather  fruit  almost  before  I  had  sown  the  seed,  to  communicate 
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benefits,  and  to  witness  the  joy  and  enjoy  the  gratitude  which 
they  excited,  as  well  as  to  form  very  precious  friendships  with 
devout  and  amiable  men, — all  these  things  in  a  camp,  which  has 
been  represented  to  be  the  wickedest  place  on  this  apostate 
planet"  ^ 

Gbo.  B.  Buzbllb,  Falmotah.  ^^  Being  in  the  midst  of  the 
noise  and  confusion  of  the  station  for  the  transportation  of  men 
and  supplies,  we  were  nevertheless  in  the  midst  of  our  work. 
The  wounded  brought  there  for  transportation  to  Aquia  Creek 
and  Washington,  were  sometimes  kept  waiting  in  the  ambulances 
or  laid  on  the  open  platform  or  on  the  ground  close  by  our 
camp  fire,  which  was  seldom  without  its  row  of  smoking  kettles. 
To  feed  the  hungry,  worn-out  men,  to  refresh  and  cheer  them, 
to  talk  to  them  of  Jesus  Christ  when  our  words  seemed  to  coin- 
cide with  the  line  of  their  own  busy  thoughts, — all  this  was  a 
work  to  thank  God  for. 

^*  One  of  the  men  thus  lying  out  on  the  platform  waiting  for 
transportation  said  to  me,  ^Who  does  all  this?'  Perhaps  I 
wasn't  proud  then  of  the  United  States  Christian  Commission. 
Some  might  have  thought  ^  there's  no  necessity  of  so  many 
organizations  for  helping  the  soldiers.'  But  the  poor  fellows 
who  held  out  their  old  black  tincups  when  we  came  around  with 
a  bucket  of  soup  or  cofiee  or  tea,  and  clutched  almost  ravenously 
at  the  soft  bread,  they,  I  think,  '  couldn't  see  it.' 

^^  The  prayers  and  singing  in  those  cars  will  be  remembered 
both  by  our  delegates  and  the  men  themselves,  who  wept  and 
sobbed  aloud." 


Compensation  Beoeived. 

G.  B.  Bbnt,  laboring  at  Nashville,  writes:  '^I  have  bathed 
the  burning  brows  of  many  of  our  brave  boys,  and  this  with 
other  work  adds  to  the  significance  of  life.  One  man  asked  me 
to-day  what  compensation  I  got.  I  answered,  ^  The  fact  that 
you  are  made  comfortable.'  The  tears  started  in  his  eyes.  He 
grasped  my  hand  convulsively  and  said,  ^  God  bless  you.  Have 
you  been  nursing  me  here  for  days  and  nights  without  the  hope 
of  compensation  ?'     ^  Oh,  no/  I  answered,  ^  the  word  of  God  tells 
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me,  '  Inasmaoh  aa  ye  have  done  it  unto  one  of  the  least  of  these 
my  brethren,  ye  have  done  it  unto  me/  *  Dear  friend,'  I  con- 
tinued, ^  the  prospect  of  heaven  is  pay  enough  for  the  present. 
The  enjoyment  of  heaven  through  the  unending  cycles  of  eter- 
nity will  more  than  compensate  me  for  all  I  have  done  or  can 
do  for  you  and  all  sick  soldiers,  and  I  am  paid — satisfied/  " 

Testimony  for  the  Commission. 
The  same,  in  Army  of  the  Potomac.  "  I  could  not  enumerate  all 
the  eulogies  pronounced  on  the  Christian  Commission.  SuflSce 
it  to  say,  that  one  said  in  my  hearing,  *  The  Christian  Commis- 
sion has  done  more  for  the  army  than  any  other  instrumentality 
which  has  been  employed/  Another  said,  *  Next  to  God  and 
the  Bible,  I  love  the  United  States  Christian  Commission/  An- 
other, when  told  that  he  must  die  in  five  minutes,  said,  *  Raise 
me  on  my  knees,  that  I  may  pray  for  the  originators  and  dele- 
gates of  the  Christian  Commission.'  " 

W.  F.  LoOMis,  Army  of  the  Cumberland.  "  The  work  of  the 
Christian  Commission  elicits  the  hearty  sympathy  and  affection 
of  the  private  soldiers.  Many  have  said,  *  We  know  that  you  of 
the  Christian  Commission  love  us,  for  you  come  and  labor  with  us 
without  pay.'  Our  papers,  tracts,  and  Testaments  are  joyfully 
received,  with  only  now  and  then  an  exception.  Many  of  the 
boys  beg  for  papers  as  the  hungry  beg  for  bread." 

Facilities  Oranted. 

From  the  same.  "  I  think  the  work  of  the  Commission  has 
the  hearty  co-operation  of  most  of  the  commanders  of  corps 
and  divisions  in  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland.  They  have 
frequently  given  their  ambulances,  carriages,  and,  in  one  case 
at  least,  the  horse  used  upon  the  battle-field,  for  the  use 
of  members  of  the  Commission.  General  McCook  especially 
has  been  cordial,  generous,  and  unwearied  in  his  kindness 
to  us,  granting  all  we  asked,  and  anticipating  our  wants  and 
wishes.  When  I  went  to  Stevenson,  Alabama,  to  establish  a 
station.  General  McCook  gave  me  a  letter  to  General  Sheridan, 
asking  him  as  a  personal  favor  to  give  me  all  the  facilities  in 
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liifl  power,  and  aasnring  him  that  the  Oommission  were  doing  a 
noble,  worthy  work  in  the  army.  Of  conree,  General  Sheridan 
hastened  with  alaority  and  the  greatest  apparent  cheerfulness 
to  meet  the  wishes  of  his  commanding  officer.  General  Davis 
also  was  very  kind,  saying,  ^  Just  tell  me  what  yon  wish  and  you 
shall  have  it.'  The  same  is  true  of  Generals  Thomas,  Negley, 
Crittenden,  Johnson,  and  others.  All  of  these  were  officers  in 
command  of  corps  or  divisions.  General  McGook  has  no  pro- 
fanity at  his  headquarters.  It  is  forbidden  by  his  positive 
orders." 

Beaping  in  Joy. 

Rev.  Thomas  A.  Leetb  writes  from  the  Christian  Commission 
Station,  Artillery  Brigade,  Second  Corps,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

"  The  following  is  submitted  in  illustration  of  the  work  of  the 
Christian  Commission : 

"In  the  light  artillery  there  are  no  chaplains.  No  religious 
services  of  a  public  nature  are  held.  Should  it  be  so  ?  Many 
a  soldier  has  told  me  that  he  has  not  heard  a  sermon  for  years ; 
in  some  instances  for  three  years.  The  consequences  are  obvi- 
ous:  the  ungodly  become  bold  in  wickedness,  and  professing 
Christians,  to  a  lamentable  extent,  backslide. 

"  When  services  commenced  in  our  brigade,  five  weeks  since, 
there  were  not  ten  soldiers  in  the  six  batteries  composing  the 
brigade  that  stood  ready  to  engage  heartily  in  Christian  duties. 
Not  that  among  the  five  hundred  men  there  were  not  more  than 
ten  that  were  aiming  to  lead  a  Christian  life ;  but  so  low  was 
the  state  of  religion  that  no  one  felt  like  encouraging  another. 
No  prayer-meetings  were  held,  and  if  a  hymn  of  praise  was  sung 
liiere  were  many  who  would  jeer  and  ridicule.  But  since  the 
Christian  Commission  tent  has  been  erected  in  front  of  the 
batteries,  the  change  has  been  wonderful.  We  first  sowed  most 
plentifully  the  good  seed  of  truth  among  the  batteries  and  in 
the  tents,  and  withal  spent  much  time  in  personal  conversation 
with  the  cannoneers.  This,  in  connection  with  a  public  service 
in  our  chapel-tent  each  night,  began  to  act  as  leaven.  Serious 
thought  was  awakened,  and  very  soon  serious  inquiry.  The 
importance  of  prayer  was  urged  upon  professing  Christians,  and 
very  soon  the  promise  was  verified,  ^  Ask  and  ye  shall  receive.' 

"  For  Uie  first  two  or  three  weeks  the  work  was  interrupted 
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•omewhat  bj  a  moyement  of  the  batteries  at  the  battle  of  Mor- 
ton's Ford,  and  some  other  changes ;  but  for  the  last  ten  days, 
every  night,  when  an  appointment  is  made  for  prayer  or  preach- 
ing, onr  tent  is  full  to  overflowing  of  earnest  worshippers. 

^^  Officers  and  privates  have  said  to  me  again  and  again,  ^  Yon 
are  doing  a  far  greater  work  here  than  you  can  have  any  idea 
of/  *We  can  judge  better  than  you.'  Some  twenty-five  or 
thirty  hopeful  conversions  have  occurred  already.  Backsliders 
in  still  larger  numbers  have  been  reclaimed,  and,  as  yet,  the 
work  is  seemingly  but  just  begun.  The  interest  increases  with 
each  passing  day ;  and  if,  for  two  weeks  to  come,  the  work  ad- 
vances as  during  the  past  two  weeks,  glorious  results  will  be 
witnessed.  Already  we  can  but  exclaim,  What  hath  God 
wrought ! 

^^  Several  cases  of  interest  have  come  under  my  observation 
outside  the  artillery,  in  the  infantry.  I  have  spent  much  time 
in  personal  conversation  with  the  soldiers — for  this  I.  find  to  be 
the  best  method  of  getting  hold  of  men — and  everywhere  I  find 
them  accessible,  and  not  only  so,  they  desire  to  converse,  many 
of  them,  upon  the  subject  of  personal  piety ;  and  all  that  is  re- 
quired is,  that  one  should  take  them  by  the  hand  and  lead  them 
to  Christ.  Several  instances  of  this  kind  I  have  met  when  out 
for  a  few  hours  in  some  regiment  or  hospital.  I  think  I  have 
abundant  evidence  for  believing  that  a  few  words  spoken  in  the 
manner  above  described,  have  resulted  in  an  entire  change  in 
the  life  and  character.     'A  word  fitly  spoken,  how  good  it  is !' 

^'  My  last  meeting  at  the  station  was  a  scene  I  shall  never 
forget.  The  warm  expressions  of  interest  in  our  work,  and  in 
ourselves  personally,  coming  from  the  lips  of  converts  and  re* 
claimed  ones,  showed  us  most  conclusively  that  our  work  had  not 
been  in  vain.  It  was  the  blessed  fulfilment  of  the  declaration, 
^  They  that  sow  in  tears  shall  reap  in  joy.'  One  and  another 
exclaimed,  ^  Where  should  I  have  been,  what  would  have  become 
of  my  poor  soul,  had  not  these  brethren  come  and  brought  us 
the  Gospel  ?' 

^^  Without  further  particulars,  this  general  statement  illustrates 
the  nature,  necessity,  and  benefits  of  the  Christian  Commission. 
If  there  be  'joy  in  heaven  over  one  sinner  that  repenteth,'  we 
may  in  the  liglu  of  this  truth  read  the  importance  of  the  Chris- 
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tian  CommiaBion  enterprise.  For  the  privilege  of  laboring  for 
six  weeks  in  this  work,  and. for  the  blessed  results  witnessed,  I 
feel  doYontly  thankfal  to  my  Redeemer/' 

A  Soldier's  Appeal  fbr  a  BiUe. 

Camp  vmam  Rosstillb,  Gbobaia, 
Maroh  7,  1864. 

United  States  Chbistian  Commission. 

Dear  Sibs  :  By  sending  me  a  Bible,  you  will  place  me  under 
lasting  obligations  to  yourselves  and  the  great  and  good  cause 
for  which  you  are  laboring.  I  wish  while  serving  my  country  to 
serve  my  Qod  also.  This  is  the  only  method  I  know  of  at  pre- 
sent of  getting  a  Bible.  It  would  be  a  dear  companion  to  me 
under  my  present  state  of  mind.  I  have  resolved  to  become  a 
Christian,  let  the  world  say  what  it  will. 

With  respect,  I  am  yours, 

In  faith,  hope,  and  charity, 


Incidents 

Hotad  by  B.  If.  Holman  duxing  Service  m  Delegate  of  OhrUtien  OommiMioiu 
^^  Sabbath  morning,  dedicated  our  chapel-tent  to  the  service  and 
worship  of  Almighty  God,  preaching  from  Isaiah  4:5.  At  the 
close  of  service,  a  few  Christians  gathered  around  me  to  make 
themselves  known  as  disciples  of  Christ.  ^  We  are  Christians, 
but  have  lived  like  heathens,'  said  one.  ^  I  have  not  heard  but 
one  sermon  since  May,'  said  another,  ^  and  that  was  from  a 
delegate  of  the  Christian  Commission.'  Oh,  how  glad  I  am  of 
this  privilege ! 

^^  After  the  evening  service  had  closed,  and  the  lights  were 
out,  a  few  came  to  me  and  earnestly  begged  the  privilege  of 
going  into  the  tent  once  more  for  a  prayer-meeting.  ^  I  thought,' 
remarked  one,  ^  I  was  almost  the  only  Christian  in  the  encamp- 
ment ;  but  I  have  found  to-night  several  others,  and  we  want  to 
have  a  prayer-meeting.'  ^  Certainly,'  said  I ;  and  a  prayer- 
meeting  they  did  have. 

^^  Answer  to  prayer :  *  I  was  converted  at  Camp  Convalescent, 
and  came  here  fearing  I  would  be  alone  and  friendless.  I 
prayed  God  for  the  eigoyment  of  religious  privileges,  and  the 
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next  day  saw  the  chapel-tent  of  the  Gonimission  going  up,  and 
BOW  I  am  able  to  attend  worship/  » Another  said,  *  We  had  no 
place  for  meetings,  and  we  used  to  go  out  among  the  bushes, 
and  three  or  four  of  us  would  praj  for  ourselves  and  comrades; 
now  we  can  pray  here.* 

^^  March  8d.  After  I  had  retired,  a  knock  was  heard,  and,  as 
my  assistant  opened  the  door,  a  young  man  asked  to  see  the 
minister.  I  was  awakened  and  called  him  to  my  bedside.  His 
story  was  :  *  I  had  a  pious  mother,  who  often  put  her  hand  upon 
my  head  and  said,  "Charles,  I  hope  you  will  live  to  be  a  bishop." 
But  I  lived  a  wicked,  sinful  life,  till  God  called  my  attention  to 
your  sermon  last  Sunday,  so  that  I  felt  constrained  to  write 
down  all  I  could  remember.  I  came  to  your  evening  meetings, 
and  to-night  I  started  to  seek  the  Lord,  Do  pray  for  me,  do.' 
Friday  evening  he  came,  bringing  a  companion,  to  my  tent, 
saying,  *  This  is  our  color-bearer,  a  dear  friend ;  he  has  risen 
for  prayers.  Please  pray  for  him.*  I  asked  him  about  his  own 
conversion,  and  he  said  it  was  thus :  ^  I  took  my  Testament, 
walked  out  into  the  woods,  knelt  down,  read,  prayed,  and  while 
praying  God  spoke  peace  to  my  soul.  I  went  and  told  my 
unconverted  messmates  about  it,  and  asked  the  privilege  of  hav- 
ing daily  worship  in  our  tent.  They  consented,  and  promised 
to  attend.  I  have  it,  and  by  the  grace  of  God  I  mean  to  per- 
severe.* 

"A  young  man  was  brought  under  conviction  at  our  first 
evening  meeting.  He  went  home  and  tried  to  drive  off  his  con- 
victions by  playing  checkers  and  gambling.  The  next  evening, 
while  listening  to  preaching,  that  checker-board  was  continually 
before  his  mind.  Finally  he  determined,  if  God  would  spare 
him  to  reach  his  tent,  he  would  spoil  that  checker-board.  After 
meeting  he  went  home,  took  out  the  board,  and  smashed  it  with 
his  heel  into  fragments.  Next  evening  he  sought  the  Lord,  and 
is  now  happy. 

^^  Another  said,  ^  I  have  gambled  for  the  last  time;  I  threw 
my  dice  into  the  fire.    I  now  love  my  Saviour.   Blessed  be  God.* " 

A  Brother  Fouad  on  the  Battle-AeR 
The  following  thrilling  incident,  from  the  pen  of  the  Rev. 
John  Hall  of  Dublin,  is  the  substance  of  an  appeal  for  the  esta- 


SBLBOnOHS  OF  PAPERS,   HfOIDBirrfi,   ETC.  265 

blishment  of  an  orphan  asylum  in  Ireland.  Sixty  thousand 
copies  have  been  published  on  the  other  side  of  the  water,  and 
the  interest  attaching  to  it,  as  representing  the  work  of  the 
United  States  Christian  Commission,  must  touch  powerfully 
every  American  heart.  If  no  other  fact  or  result  had  been 
reached  by  the  contributions  and  efforts  of  Christian  friends, 
still  there  would  be  enough  encouragement  here  and  enough 
recompense  for  all  that  has  been  done  or  can  be  done : 

**  A  father  lay  dying  in  a  country  parish  in  County  Down,  in 
Ireland.  His  wife,  so  ill  herself  that  any  one  else  would  have 
been  in  bed,  was  striving  vainly  and  weakly  to  comfort  and 
^mind  *  him.  The  poor  children,  four  in  number,  stricken  with 
fear,  looked  helplessly  from  one  to  another  and  wept.  Almost 
without  result  did  the  worthy  minister  strive  to  touch  the  dying 
man  and  the  desolate  family  with  the  kind  words  of  Christ's 
peace.  The  hours  passed  on  so  until  the  father  died,  and  the 
wife  and  children,  for  earth  at  least,  were  left  *  widow  and 
fatherless.'  ^  Almost  orphans,'  said  the  mother,  as  she  looked 
on  the  children ;  another  week,  and  they  were  so  altogether. 
The  children  were  alone.  Then  they  were  scattered:  the 
youngest  girl  went  with  a  good  neighbor ;  John  and  Lizzie  were 
put  into  new  hom^,  and  sustained  by  the  Parish  Orphan  Society ; 
and  the  eldest,  Willie,  the  minister  took  and  put  to  school.  Sad 
enough  separation  already;  but  more  awaited  them.  When 
John  was  twelve  years  of  age  he  went  to  America.  Lizzie  pro- 
mised to  follow  him  soon ;  but  her  journey  was  a  longer  one  to 
be— frinn  earth  to  Christ,  whom  she  loved.  Sadly  they  laid  her 
away.  Her  only  remembrance  in  her  brothers'  hearts  was  her 
love ;  and  far  over  the  sea  Johnny  had  a  hymn-book  of  hers 
which  she  had  given  him  when  he  went  to  the  New  World. 

'^  Time  passed  on.  William  received  a  good  education,  and  was 
led,  in  God's  providence,  to  consider  the  subject  of  devoting 
himself  to  the  work  of  the  ministry.  The  way,  however,  was 
not  clear ;  and  when  a  place  in  an  office  in  Cincinnati  was  offered 
to  him,  he  felt  that  he  could  no  longer  be  a  burden  on  the  worthy 
clergyman  who  had  been  so  kind  to  him,  and  so  he  sailed  to 
America.  The  earnestly  formed  resolution*  to  be  a  minister  still 
remained,  and  even  now  Qod  was  opening  the  way.     His  em- 
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plojer  being  a  large  subscriber  to  one  of  the  theological  semi- 
naries, introduced  William  to  it,  and  so  he  had  all  his  purposes 
confirmed.  Already  the  noble  work  of  the  ministry  i4)peared 
close  to  him.  Alas ! .  not  yet.  War  was  proclaimed.  The 
seminary  was  practically  broken  up,  not  a  few  students  be- 
coming soldiers.  What  should  he  do  7  He  did  not  see  his  way 
clear  to  enlist,  and  so  in  suspense  and  doubt  he  waited. 

<<  From  Boston,  to  which  a  college  friend  had  invited  him, 
he  was  watching  the  tide  of  war  roll  over  the  land,  when  a  turn 
was  given  to  his  plans  by  a  visit  from  the  president  and  organ- 
izer of  the  Christian  Commission,  who  told  the  story  of  camp 
sufiering,  of  seed  sown  <m  bloody  battle-fields,  of  the  need  of 
delegates,  and  the  good  they  did  among  the  sick  and  dying. 
Here  was  work  for  William  Henry,  and  ere  many  weeks  had 
passed,  he  was  in  the  train  of  the  army  and  moving  the  wounded 
after  every  engagement.  He  was  now  a  minister  indeed  in 
everything  but  the  name.  The  Lord,  his  Father,  had  led  him 
by  a  way  that  he  knew  not. 

^' After  a  sharp  encounter,  in  which  the  Southern  troops  left 
many  of  their  wounded  on  the  field,  William  was  engaged  in 
relieving  and  ministering  to  them.  The  night  was  nearly  spent, 
and  all  for  whom  there  was  any  hope  of  life  had  been  provided 
for,  and  now  he  turned  again  to  the  dying.  A  youth  attracted 
his  notice  by  his  silent  and  uncomplaining  endurance.  ^  Where 
are  you  hurt,  my  poor  fellow  V  he  said,  as  he  moistened  his  lips 
from  the  small  canteen  he  carried,  and  turned  his  lamp  on  his 
pale  face.  ^  Bullet- wound  through  the  chest.  I  am  dying,' 
was  the  reply.  ^And  what  hope  have  you?'  'None,  unless 
GK)d  will  forgive  me  for  his  Son's  sake.'  '  Then  you  know 
about  his  Son.'  '  Oh,  yes,  for  many  a  year,  and  of  late  I  hope  I 
trust  Him.'  '  Of  late?'  '  Yes;  I  was  an  orphan,  and  when  I 
came  here  I  had  none  to  care  for  me.  The  sight  of  sin  and  death 
about  me  set  me  to  think  of  myself,  and  brought  back  what  I 
learned  at  home.  I  have  many  a  time  put  my  soul  into  Jesus' 
care,  and  I  trust  Him  now.  Him  only.' 

'^  There  was  nothing  for  William  to  do  but  to  encourage  this 
confidence.  '  Have  you  any  friends  to  whom  you  would  like  to 
send  word  ?  I  can  write  for  you.'  *  No,  no  friends  but  in  hea- 
ven.   I  was  an  orphan.'     Twice  he  had  said  this.     'And  I  was 
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an  orphan,  too/  8Md  William*  *  I  can  feel  for  you.  Had  you 
no  relations  V  *  Yes,  I  had  a  brother  and  two  sisters  in  Ireland ; 
but  I  never  wrote  to  them  after  coming  here.  My  sister  was 
Lizzie;  here  is  her  hymn-book;'  and  he  took  it  from  his 
bosom.  He  was  now  too  weak  and  agitated  to  see  the  effect  his 
words  produced  on  his  attendant,  who  read,  by  the  light  of  his 
lamp,  ^Qiven  to  JSluabeth  Senryfor  good  conduct*  *  What  is 
your  name?'  eagerly  asked  William.  *John  Henry.  I  am 
from  County  Down,  in  Ireland.'  It  was  as  much  as  William 
could  do  to  restrain  himself.  But  that  ebbing  life  was  before 
him,  and  checked  him.  There  was  his  own  wandering  brother. 
Qod  had  m&de  him  a'  minister  indeed, — had  sent  him  to  give  the 
cup  of  cold  water,  and  to  get  the  assurance  that  the  poor  wan- 
dering orphan,  whose  heart  had  withered  for  want  of  human 
love,  had  been  found  of  God,  and  been  opened  by  the  Divine 
tenderness. 

^^  To  carry  the  dying  youth  to  his  own  camp-bed,  make  himself 
known  gently,  and  tell  him  the  story  of  Lizzie's  departure,  to 
nurse  him  and  cheer  him,  to  gaze  on  his  features  and  trace  the 
old  lineaments,  to  read  and  pray  with  him,  these  were  the  occu- 
pations of  the  day  and  night  that  life,  held  back  awhile  from  the 
grave  by  his  coming,  remained ;  and  when  he  died  his  brother's 
arm  was  under  his  pillow  ;  but,  better  still,  the  Eternal  was  his 
refuge,  and  underneath  him  the  everlasting  arm.  Only  one 
thing  remains  to  be  told.  William  has  a  firmer  confidence  than 
ever  in  a  Father  in  heaven.  A  letter  has  been  received  from 
him  by  his  sister,  expressing  a  hope  that  she  will  go  out  to  him 
when  the  war  is  over,  and  when  he  hopes  to  be  a  minister.  Tbe 
old  man,  to  whom  she  has  grown  up  as  a  daughter,  has  had  it 
read  to  him  times  without  number.  He  sees  in  it  the  clear 
working  of  his  Father's  hand,  and  takes  comfort,  in  prospect  of 
losmg  the  child  he  trained  for  God,  in  saying  that  He  will  take 
care  of  her  also.  Nor  is  the  good  old  man  quite  indifferent  to 
the  circumstances  that  William  hopes  to  be  a  minister  of  his  own 
church  in  America." 
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A  Haryeit  Bipa.— Where  are  the  Beapersf 

Station  of  thb  Ohbibtiam  Commibsion,  Enoxtilli,  Tsinr. 

Rev.  W.  E.  Boardman, 

General  Secretary  of  the  United  States  Ghristlaii  Oommission. 

One  of  the  requests  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Commission  was, 
that  I  write  you  or  himself  often  as  convenient.  When  one  gets 
into  the  work  of  the  delegate  and  finds  so  much  to  do,  he  does 
not  feel  much  like  writing  letters,  except  so  far  as  absolute  duty 
demands,  or  there  is  a  fair  prospect  of  enlisting  the  sympathies 
or  material  aid  of  those  not  informed  as  to  the  great  blessing  of 
the  Christian  Commission.  I  have  not  felt  at  liberty  to  take 
time  to  write  to  you,  when  perhaps  I  could  not  tell  you  any- 
thing new.  But  really  there  are  new  experiences  all  the  while, 
new  cases  of  thrilling  interest  all  the  while,  every  day, — all  but 
every  hour.  Every  feeling  of  a  Christian  heart  becomes  en- 
listed to  lead  these  men  to  the  heart  of  Christ  the  Saviour.  In 
the  hospitals,  by  the  wayside,  in  the  camp,  barracks,  or  else- 
where, one  meets  such  cases  all  but  at  every  turn.  After 
getting  here,  for  example,  I  established  a  meeting  at  Camp 
Convalescent.  After  preaching,  I  asked  those  who  were  Chris- 
tians to  rise.  Some  twelve*  rose.  I  then  asked  those  who 
wished  to  become  Christians  to  rise.  Some  thirty  rose.  On 
last  Thursday,  at  that  same  camp,  when  those  present  who 
wanted  the  immediate  blessing  of  heaven  upon  their  hearts, 
were  asked  to  kneel,  some  one  hundred  and  fifty  of  the  two 
hundred  knelt,  and  the  rest,  in  spite  of  their  being  ashamed  of 
Jesus,  were  anxious  to  become  his  friends.  Last  Saturday,  a 
soldier  called,  who  said  he  wished  to  see  me.  I  took  him  aside. 
He  said  he  had  been  very  wicked.  He  wanted  to  change  his 
course  and  give  his  heart  to  Christ.  We  knelt  in  prayer ;  he 
prayed  and  I  prayed.  He  left  in  tears,  I  trust  at  the  feet  of 
Christ.  Soon  as  he  left  another  came,  wanting  a  shirt,  a  minis- 
ter's son.  He  was  supplied,  and  spoken  to  about  the  garment 
that  Christ  supplies  to  sinful  men.  He  left  with  the  full  resolve 
to  be  a  Christian.  I  met  four  men  boimd  for  the  cars  going  on 
front,  on  my  way  to  a  certain  meeting.  I  asked  them  about 
their  personal  state  before  God,  gave  them  Testaments,  and 
pointed  them  to  the  promise  of  Christ  in  Matthew  11 :  28,  and 
implored  Christ  to  give  them  rest.  I  expect  to  meet  them  in 
heaven.    To-day,  I  was  asked  to  call  on  two  men  who  must  soon 
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die.  Neither  was  prepared ;  one  I  had  seen  before ;  the  other 
a  Catholic.  Oh,  the  wisdom  of  God  alone  is  sufficient  to  lead 
the  mind  to  Christ!  Two  wounded  men  these.  Christ  lead 
them  to  his  own  heart !  They  die  for  their  country.  God  bless 
,  them !  Every  day  cases  of  this  sort  meet  one.  The  gracious 
Spirit  is  moving  upon  every  heart.  They  only  want  to  be  taught 
how  to  come  to  Christ.  Your  delegate  only  wishes  he  could 
multiply  himself  ten-fold,  and  do  and  pray,  and  point  to  the 
Lamb  of  God  that  taketh  away  the  sin  of  the  world.  The  back- 
slider is  being  reclaimed,  and  the  sinner  is  coming  to  Christ. 
We  want  more  laborers.  Your  excellent  field  agent  here  is 
troubled  that  more  do  not  come.  We  are  all  troubled  about  it; 
we  pray  about  it,  think  about  it,  dream  about  it.  So  much  to 
do,  so  few  to  do  it.  If  ministers  at  home  only  knew,  they  would 
surely  come  directly  to  Knoxville.  They  would  not  stop  on  the 
way  to  see  sights,  or  to  labor  here  awhile  and  there  another 
while.  No,  no!  If  they  only  knew  just  the  demand  here,  they 
could  not  rest  till  they  got  here.  Two  men  leave  us  to-morrow 
for  home,  pleasant  home.  One  has  just  come  in  the  ten  o'clock 
train.  Thank  God  for  that !  the  field  is  so  white  for  the  harvest. 
0  do  not  forget  this  distant  point !  Send  men  and  means.  For 
this  we  pray,  for  this  we  look. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  yours  most  truly, 

Hugh  MqLrod, 

Delegate  of  the  United  States  OhriBtian  Comminion. 

Great  Benefits  from  Publications  Distributed. 

Many  a  case  of  conversion  has  been  reported  to  us,  as  having 
resulted  from  the  reading  of  a  single  knapsack-book  or  tract, 
given  to  a  soldier  by  the  Commission. 

At  Camp  Stoneman,  for  example,  a  delegate  gave  to  a  soldier 
"The  Old  Gentleman's  Telescope."  The  soldier  had  been  at 
the  extreme  front  in  the  cavalry  service,  and  had  been  without 
religious  privileges  from  the  beginning  of  the  war. 

He  had  as  yet  attended  no  meeting  at  the  camp.  No  one  had 
spoken  to  him  about  his  salvation. 

He  took  the  "  Telescope''  to  his  tent,  read  it,  was  convinced, 
and  led  to  Jesus.  Sought  the  delegate  and  told  him  about  it. 
The  sole  means  of  the  work  used  by  the  Holy  Spirit  was  this 
little  book. 
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Manj)  many,  have  in  this  way  been  led  to  the  Saviour,  by 
the  books,  papers  and  tracts  distributed  by  the  Commission 
through  its  delegates  and  the  chaplains  of  the  army. 

Many,  many,  have  also  been  reclaimed,  and  brought  to  stand 
up  anew  for  Jesus,  in  the  panoply  of  his  grace. 

The  following  letter  gives  an  instance  which  is  quite  remark- 
able in  some  of  its  features,  though  only  a  fair  illustration,  in 
the  main  one,  of  a  man  reclaimed,  a  soul  saved  from  destruction. 

Delicacy  to  the  officer  so  signally  benefited  requires  us  to 
withhold  names. 

Oamp  of  thb  —  Vols.,  hbab  Citlpbpib  Court-Housb. 

Rby.  W.  E.  Boabdman: 

Dear  Sir :  It  is  very  gratifying  to  me  to  be  able  to  vouch  for 
the  following  facts.  An  ofScer  in  our  regiment,  who  years  since 
was  a  minister  of  the  Gospel,  but  who  had  forsaken  the  fountain 
of  purity,  has  just  been  reclaimed. 

Despite  kindly  admonitions,  he  for  a  year  and  a  half  has  been 
foremost  in  scenes  of  conviviality,  given  to  profanity,  drinking, 
fcc.  From  the  Christian  Commission  I  obtained  a  copy  of  the 
"Blood  of  Jesus,"  by  Rev.  William  Reid.  Feasting  my  own 
soul  on  its  precious  words,  I  baptized  it  with  tears  and  prayers, 
and  gave  it  to  the  officer,  begging  him  to  read  and  heed  it. 

That  book  saved  a  soul  from  death.  The  backslider  is  re- 
claimed, and  publicly  and  privately  tells  what  God  has  done  for 
him.  Perfectly  consistent  for  weeks,  I  am  sure  God  will  keep 
him  to  the  end.  His  only  song  is  the  blood  of  Jesus.  He  says, 
"  When  in  past  years  I  preached  the  word,  had  I  known  what  I 
know  now  about  the  blood  of  Jesus,  how  much  easier  and  more 
certainly  could  I  have  won  souls  to  Christ!"  Yesterday,  to 
one  of  the  most  stringent  temperance  pledges  he  put  his  name : 

" ,  Lt.  Col.,  in  the  strength  of  Jesus."     So  much 

for  the  transforming  power  of  the  Cross. 

Your  Brother  in  Christ, 

Chaplain Vols. 

The  great  want  of  the  army  to-day  is  reading  matter,  suitable 
in  quality  and  sufficient  in  quantity. 

The  Christian  Commission  cannot  command  a  tithe  of  the 
means  required  to  furnish  it. 
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Cash  Receipts  and  BxpBNDiTUREfii  op  Central  Office,  and 
Branches  having  a  local  field  to  support. 


KAME. 

Total  receipts, 
1868,  and  bal- 
ance on  band, 

Bzpended  by 
Gommitteee, 

ises. 

Remitted  to, 
and  pnrcbasee 
on  account  of 

Balance  on 
band  Dec  81., 

tBAQ 

1802. 

Oentral  Office. 

1868. 

Portland.  Army  Com- 
mittee Y.  M.  C.  A,, . 

$3,201  08 

$214  31 

$2,342  78 

$643  99 

Boston,   Army   CJom- 

mitteeY.M.  C.  A., , 

78,220  34 

9,121  22 

64,576  85 

4,522  27 

New  York,  N.Y.  Com- 

1 

mittee,    • 

58,542  49 

28,373  40 

14,002  41 

16,166  68 ; 

Buffalo,  Army  Com- 

i 

mittee  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  . 

3,361  21 

284  53 

1,650^  00 

1,426  68 , 

Ladies*   Christian 

Commission,    . 

4,168  40 

1,593  57 

1,600  00 

974  83 

Philadelphia,  Army 

1 

Committee  Y.  M.  C. 

1 

A.,.        .        .        . 

9,302  01 

1,945  49 

7,176  84 

179  68 

Baltimore,    Commit- 

tee of  Maryland,      . 

14,600  76 

13,218  63 

1,382  13! 

Harrisburo,       Army 

; 

Committee  Y.  M.  C.« 

( 

A.,.        .        .        . 

2,376  51 

247  36 

2,129  15 

Pittsburg,  Committee 

of  Western  Penna., 

22,732  56 

13,684  13 

1,481  05 

7,567  38 

Cincinnati,  Cincinnati 

Branch  U.  S.  C.  C, . 

21,010  22 

6,781  65 

1,286  91 

12,941  66 

Louisville,  Kentucky 

Branch  U.  S.  C.  C, 

436  95 

236  90 

200  05 

Indianapolis,  Indiana 

Branch  U.  S.  C.  C, 

703  84 

82  33 

621  51 

Peoria,   Armr  Com- 
mittee Y.  M.  C.  A., 

1,654  15 

881  35 

772  80 ' 

Chicago,  N.  Western 

Branch  U.  S.  C.  C, 

8,182  29 

5,806  14 

2,003  37 

372  78 

Detroit,  Army  Com- 

mittee,   . 

3,478  75 

500  52 

2,300  00 

678  23 

St.  Louis,  St.  Louis 

Branch  U.  S.  C.  C, 

5,108  81 

3,572  49 

506  39 

1,029  93 

$236,822  29 

$86,544  02 

$100,797  67 

$49,480  60 

Central  Office   at 

Philadelphia. 

Receipts  as  per  pub- 

lished  acknowledg- 

ments, $222,214  67 

Less  am^t 

credited 

'      to  Local 

Com^tte,  100,797  67 
Total  for  1863,    . 

121,417  00 

$178,667  26 

43,547  41 

$358,239  29 

$265,211  28 

$93,028  01 

Total  for  1862,    . 
Total  for  1862  and  '63, 

40,160  29 

40,160  29 

$398,399  58 

$305,371  57 
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Paokaqes  Shipped,  Stores  Donated,  and  Value  op  same,  with 
Number  op  Delegates  sent. 


Bozeg  gbip- 

ll 

NAME. 

pod  to  field. 

or  dimri- 

batedat 

borne. 

BOXM 

doDated. 

T.loe  of  donated 

BOXM. 

Dale- 
gate. 

•snt 

Central  Committee,  at 

1 

Philadelphia, 

8,292 

$163,610,24 

514 

Hospital  stores,       5,074 

Publications,           1,617 

6,691 

Portt.and.     Army  Committee 

Y.  M.  C.  A.,       .        . 

25 

130 

800  00 

Boston.     Array  Committee  Y. 

M.  C.  A.,   . 

578 

1,135 

85,125  00 

193 

New  York.    N.  Y.  Committee 

U.  S.  C.  C, 

63 

i  Buffalo.      Ladies'   Christian 

Commission, 

278 

5,155  04 

3 

Baltimore.      Committee     of 

' 

Maryland,  .... 

1,575 

1,045 

25,000  00 

215 

Gettysburg, 

1,057 

1,057 

26,130  00 

Washington,        .        .        . 

548 

548 

12,040  00 

Harrisburg.    Anny  Commit- 

tee Y.  M.  C.  A., 

65 

65 

2,600  00 

3 

Pittsburg.  Committee  ofWest- 

i 

ern  Pennsylvania, 

836 

681 

45,708  79 

73 

Cincinnati.  Cincinnati  Branch 

u.s.c.c, 

400 

825 

14,000  00 

48 

Louisville.  Kentucky  Branch 

U.S.C.C,        . 

828 

225 

1,000  00 

5 

Indianapolis.        Indiana 

Branch  U.  S.  C.  C,      . 

4 

4 

Peoria.       Army    Committee 

Y.  M.  C.  A.,      . 

154 

168 

8,100  00 

6. 

Chicago.    N.  W.  Branch  U. 

S.C.C,    .        .        .        . 

142 

112 

1,000  00 

41 

Detroit.  Army  Committee,    . 

239 

239 

1,000  00 

9 

St.  Louis.    St.  Louis  Branch 

U.S.C.C, 

Total  for  1863,  . 

11 

11 

60  00 

80 

12,648 

9,301 

$385,829  07 

1207 

Total  for  1862,  . 
Total  for  1862  and  1868,  . 

3,691 

2,932 

142,150  00 

356 

16,389 

12,233 

$527,979  07 

1563 
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Summary  of  Value  of  Work  for  1862  and  1863. 


1863. 

Cash  receipts  at  Central  and  Branch 

,     Offices, 

»358,239  29 

Yalae  of  stores  donated, 

885,829  07 

"     "  Delegates  services,    . 

72,420  00 

"     "  Scriptures  from  American 

Bible  Society,      . 

45,071  50 

"     "  Scriptures  from  British  and 
Foreign  Bible  Society, . 

1,677  79 

«     "  Railroad  facilities,    . 

44,210  00 

«     "  Telegraph    « 

9,890  00 

$916,837  65 

1862. 

~ 

Cash  receipts  at  Central  and  Branch 

Offices, 

40,160  29 

Value  of  stores  donated. 

142,150  00 

<<     "  Ddegatoe  services,    . 

21,860  00 

«     <<  Railroad  fecilities,    . 

18,680  00 

«     «  Telegraph     " 

8,650  00 

"     «  Scriptures  donated  by  the 

American  Bible  Society, 
Total  for  1863  and  1862,     . 

10,256  00 

281,256  29 

$1,148,093  94 

LIST   OF   CONTRIBUTIONS 


OF  $50  AND  UPWARDS  EACH,  FROM  PLACES  NOT  NAMED  IN  THE  TABLE  ON 
PAGE  272,  BUT  INCLUDED  IN  THE  GENERAL  ITEM  OP  RECEIPTS  AT  THE 
CENTRAL  OFFICE;  PARTICULARS  OF  WHICH  BATE  BEEN  ACKNOWLEDGED  IN 
THE  PAPERS. 


MAINE. 


Bangor, 

.  $1,388  01 

Dover, 

Branswick, 

71  46 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Fairhaven, . 

$97  66 

Lawrence,  • 

Florence,    . 

60  00 

Monson, 

Framingham,      . 

115  00 

Northampton, 

Fitchburg,  . 

.       900  00 

New  Bedford, 

BHOJDE  ISLAND. 

Bristol, 

$100  00 

Providence, 

Newport,    . 

486  00 

CONNECTICUT. 

Fairfield,    . 

$68  00 

Waterbury, 

New  London, 

148  60 

Windsor,    . 

Thorn  psonville,  . 

160  00 

NEW  TOBK. 

Albany,      .       . 

.     $156  89 

Lansingbnrg, 

Albion,       • 

93  03 

Middletown, 

Brooklyn,   . 

272  35 

Norwich,     . 

Daanesborg, 

173  28 

Ogdensburg, 

Tramansbnrg,     . 

95  93 

Boch«8ter, . 

Fishkill  Landing, 

100  00 

Sing  Sing,  . 

Homer, 

90  00 

Schenectady, 

Kinderhook, 

62  43 

Troy, .        . 

Leroy,        .       . 

249  00 

Wassaic,     . 

$66  00 


$55  00 

100  00 

367  50 

67  60 


.  $6,864  09 


$64  26 
167  17 


$107  18 

62  00 

76  03 

120  00 

1,904  26 

94  32 

107  25 

1,635  00 

100  00 
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NEW  JERSEY. 


Allentown,  . 

.       $57  00 

Lawrenceville,    . 

.     $110  64 

BorliDgtoDi 

163  32 

Lambertville, 

.       804  01 

Bloomfield, . 

77  10 

Mount  Holly,      . 

52  60 

Belvidere,  . 

183  00 

Montelan,    . 

212  00 

Blawenbargi 

85  60 

Newark,     .        . 

.     2,140  28 

Beverly, 

65  72 

Newton, 

.        227  50 

Camden,     . 

88  70 

New  Brunswick, . 

.       384  02 

Clinton, 

77  47 

Paterson,    . 

57  56 

Cranberry, . 

409  88 

Paulesbury, 

.       200  00 

Cape  May, . 

90  00 

Princeton,  . 

.       351  20 

Dewfield,    . 

101  00 

Pennington, 

126  05 

Elizabeth,  • 

72  15 

Phillipsburg, 

.        181  84 

Freehold,    . 

77  00 

Penn*8  Grove,     . 

100  31 

Flemington, 

63  00 

Salem, 

153  79 

Hightstown, 

140  27 

Trenton,     • 

•       907  61 

Jersey  City, 

.       406  41 

Titusville,  . 

.       294  00 

JPENN8YLTANIA. 

Alexandria, 

$125  00 

Mechanicsburg,  . 

.     $125  00 

Abington,   • 

71  05 

Muncy, 

181  60 

Blairsville, . 

200  00 

Middletown, 

91  71 

BeUviUe,     . 

123  00 

Manayunk, . 

222  80 

Baileyville,.        . 

69  25 

Media, 

82  55 

Bloomsbarg, 

144  40 

McConnelsburg, . 

50  25 

Bristol, 

55  10 

Mercersburg, 

281  00 

Bethlehem, . 

70  00 

Milton, 

77  46 

Big  Spring, 

54  27 

Millerstown, 

156  10 

Chartiers,    . 

431  45 

Norristown, 

391  23 

Cochranville, 

56  15 

New  Bedford,      . 

57  05 

Cheltenham, 

168  00 

Newville,    . 

52  50 

Colombia,  . 

500  00 

Northeast,  . 

69  00 

Cresiona,    . 

100  00 

Oxford, 

140  50 

Chambersbnrg,    . 

284  02 

Pottsville,  . 

2,485  00 

Corwensville, 

600  00 

Paxton,      .        •    (    • 

110  00 

Carlisle,      • 

107  15 

Pottstown,  . 

206  50 

Coatesville,. 

217  65 

Parksburg, . 

186  00 

Delaware  Co.,     . 

182  58 

Pequa,        .        . 

115  75 

Doylestown, 

55  00 

Beading,     . 

440  76 

Drumore  Township,    . 

75  00 

South  Buffalo,     . 

141  15 

Elkland,     .        .        . 

50  00 

Shippensburg,     . 

132  00 

Easton,       . 

234  35 

Scranton,    . 

497  83 

Erie,  .        .        .        . 

61  10 

Towanda,    . 

80  00 

Forks  Brandywine,     . 

224  68 

Uniontown, 

55  00 

278 
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Frankford,  . 

80  00 

Uwchland, . 

60  76 

Fayette,      . 

76  00 

Waynesburg, 

64  70 

Graysville, . 

,       100  00 

West  Alexander, 

.       762  73 

Germantown, 

910  10 

West  Chester,     . 

161  60 

Gettysburg, 

829  44 

Wilkesbarre, 

.       390  66 

Greencastle, 

170  60 

Wallace,     .        . 

81  66 

Honesdale, . 

60  00 

Westmoreland  Coal  Co.,     200  00 

Hanover,    . 

162  16 

Williamstown,     . 

.       106  00 

Holmesbarg, 

410  30 

Wyalusing, 

64  06 

Huntingdon,       • 

206  00 

Washington, 

.     2,306  72 

Kensington, 

.       359  60 

Williamsport,      • 

.       142  45 

Eittaning,  . 

200  00 

Wrightsville,       . 

87  76 

Lancaster,  . 

.       141  70 

Warren,      . 

60  00 

Lewistowu; . 

79  16 

Yoric, . 

.       49)  69 

JDELAWARE. 

Christiana, . 

$66  26 

Smyrna,      •        • 

$60  00 

Delaware  City,    . 

76  26 

Wilmington, 

.    1,318  03 

OHIO. 

Bloomingburg,    . 

$100  00 

Hillsborough,      .        , 

.     $240  00 

Chillicothe,. 

210  80 

Steubenyille, 

187  66 

Cirdeville, . 

100  00 

Warren, 

65  00 

Cumberland, 

82  00 

Wooeter,     . 

60  00 

WISCONSIN. 

Ma 

dison,      . 

.     $197  60 

VIRGINIA. 

,     .        •        .  $1,062  07 


Memphis,   • 


TENNESSEE. 
$130  00        Nashville, 


$67  36 


INDEX. 


BRANCHES  AND  ARMY  COMBilTTEBS,  1. 

SUCCESS  OF  THE  TEAR,  9. 

FAVOR  OF  GOD  AND  THE  PEOPLE,  ». 

REMARKABLE  CHARACTER  OF  THE  WORK,  9. 

eSNERAL  8UMMART  OF  THE  YEAR,  13. 

KBCES8ITT  FOR  THE  CHRISTIAN  COMMISSION,  18. 
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FORM  OF  CONSTITUTION  FOR  LADIES' 
CHRISTIAN  COMMISSIONS, 

WITH  8UGGB8TI0NS  ABOUT  OBGANIZING  THEM. 


Thk  United  States  Christiaii  Commission  invites  the  formation  of 
Ladies'  Christian  Commissions.  Each  State,  or  great  division  of  a  State, 
shoald  have  a  Commission^  with  its  office  or  head  at  the  principal  com- 
mercial centre. 

These  District  Commissions  should  influence  the  formation  of  Local 
Commissions  in  all  places  where  it  can  he  done,  within  the  districts 
embraced  by  them;  and  thus  all  the  ladies  wishing  to  engage  in  the 
great  work  before  us  should  be  enlisted  and  organized. 

The  two  objects  to  be  aimed  at  by  the  ladies  should  be,  firtt^  the  ad- 
lection  of  money y  to  aid  the  U.  S.  Christian  Commission  to  extend  and 
perfect  the  great  work  in  which  it  is  engaged ;  and,  second,  the  gather- 
ing of  stores  and  preparation  of  clothing,  to  be  forwarded  for  distribution 
by  the  delegates  in  the  field. 

When  any  Ladies'  Commission  is  formed,  it  should  be  reported  im- 
mediately, with  the  names  of  the  officers  and  members  in  full,  to  the 
Central  Office  of  the  United  States  Christian  Commission^  for  recog- 
nition and  record. 

If  more  convenient  for  any  Ladies'  Commission  to  co-operate  with 
any  one  of  the  Branch  Offices, — as  Boston,  New  York,  Brooklyn,  Buf- 
falo, Baltimore,  Washington,  Pittsburg,  Cincinnati,  Louisville,  Indiana- 
polis, St.  Louis,  Peoria,  Chicago,  Detroit,  or  any  other, — instead  of  the 
Central  Office  in  Philadelphia,  it  can  do  so. 

The  following  is  a  convenient  form  of  Constitution,  and  may  be  so 
modified  as  to  suit  any  district  or  locality. 

LADIES'  CHRISTIAN  COMMISSION 

OF  , 

AUXILIARY  TO  THB  UNITED  STATES  CHRISTIAN  COMMISSION  FOB 
THE  ARMY  AND  NAVY. 

PRIAMBLB. 

Whereas  we,  ladies,  esteem  it  our  duty  and  privilege  to  do  all  in 
our  power  to  relieve  and  benefit  the  men  who  are  enlisted  to  fight  the 
battl^  of  the  Union,  as  they  may  need  it  in  body  or  soul. 

And  whereas  the  United  States  Christian  Commission  has  great  and 
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eoonomioal  facilities  for  this  purpose,  by  means  of  its  field  agency  and 
delegate  system,  and  invites  the  co-operation  of  the  ladies  in  its  humane, 
patriotic  and  religious  work. 

Therefore,  we  ladies  associate  ourselves  together  for  this  purpose, 

under  the  name  of  The  Ladies'  Christian  Commission  of ,  and 

adopt  for  our  government  the  following 

CONSTITUTION. 

Article  1. — ^This  Commission  shall  be  auxiliary  to  the  United  States 
Christian  Commission  for  the  Army  and  Navy. 

Article  2. — Its  object  shall  be  to  aid,  in  all  suitable  ways, — espe- 
cially by  raising  money,  and  by  gathering  stores  or  making  clothing  to 
be  forwarded, — in  the  work  of  benefiting  the  defenders  of  our  nation 
temporally  and  spiritually. 

Article  3. — Any  lady,  by  vote  of  the  Board  of  Managers,  can  be- 
come a  member  of  this  Commission  upon  the  payment  of  >  or 
an  honorary  member  upon  payment  of  ,  or  a  life  member  upon 
payment  of  ,  or  any  gentleman  an  associate  member  upon  pay- 
ment of                into  the  treasury  of  the  Commission. 

Article  4. — The  general  control  of  the  affairs  of  the  Commission 
shall  be  committed  to  Managers,  to  be  elected  annually,  on 

of  in  each  year,  but  to  hold  office  until  others  are  elected  to  fill 

their  place.     They  shall  elect  an  Executive  Committee  of  mem- 

bers, of  whom  shall  be  a  quorum  for  business;  a  President,  Vice- 

Presidents,  a  Secretary  and  a  Treasurer,  who  shall  also  be  members 
and  officers  ex-officio  of  the  Executive  Committee,  and  this  Committee 
and  these  officers  shall  perform  the  customary  duties  of  their  position. 

Article  5. — All  money  received  by  this  Commission  over  and  above 
what  is  required  for  the  purchase  of  materials  and  the  payment  of  inci- 
dental expenses,  shall  be  transmitted  by  the  Treasurer  quarterly,  or  as 
much  more  frequently  as  the  Board  may  direct,  to  the  Treasurer  of  the 
(United  States  Chribtian  Commission). 

Article  6. — The  Board  may  make  all  neces.«ary  by-laws,  to  carry  out 
its  specified  objects;  and  shall  report  to  the  (United  States  Christian 
Commission),  at  the  close  of  each  year,  fully,  in  accordance  with  the 
regular  form,  and  as  often  during  the  year  as  may  be  required. 

Should  this  form  be  adopted  for  a  Ladies'  Christian  Commission,  em-, 
bracing  a  State  or  section  of  country  as  its  district,  another  article  should 
be  inserted  after  the  4th,  requiring  the  Board,  by  its  officers  and  others, 
to  promote  the  formation  of  Ladies'  Local  Christian  Commissions  in  all 
places  within  its  limits  where  it  would  be  wise  to  do  it. 


LITTLE  LIZZIE'S  LETTER. 


Philadblphia,  April  17,  1863. 

My  dbar  Soldier  : 

I  send  joa  a  little  Testament.  I  am  a  little  girl  seven  years  old.  I 
want  to  do  something  for  the  soldiers  who  do  so  mach  fur  us ;  so  I  have 
saved  my  pocket-money  to  send  you  this.  Although  I  have  never  seen 
you,  I  intend  to  begin  to  pray  that  God  will  make  and  keep  you  good. 
Oh,  how  sorry  I  am  that  you  have  to  leave  your  dear  mother.  Did  she 
cry  when  you  bade  her  good-bye  ?  Don't  you  often  think  of  her  at 
night,  when  you  are  going  to  bed  ?  Do  you  kneel  down  and  say  your 
prayers  ?  If  I  were  you,  I  would  not  care  if  the  other  soldiers  did 
laugh ;  God  will  smile  upon  you.  I  am  sorry,  very  sorry  that  you  are 
sick.  I  wish  that  I  could  go  to  nurse  you.  I  could  bathe  your  head, 
and  read  to  you.     Do  you  know  the  hymn, 

"  There  is  a  happy  land  ?" 

I  hope  you  will  go  to  that  land  when  you  die.     But  remember,  I  will 
pray  that  you  may  get  well  again. 

When  you  are  able  to  sit  up,  I  wish  you  to  write  to  me,  and  tell  me 
all  your  troubles. 

Inclosed  you  will  find  a  postage  stamp.     I  live  at  No. North 

Ninth  Street 

Goodbye.  Your  friend, 

Lizzie  S . 

This  letter  wta  sent  by  a  little  girl  seven  years  of  age,  with  a  Testament,  to  "  some 
sick  soldier' '  in  the  hospital  at  Nashville,  and  given  by  a  delegate  of  the  United 
States  Christian  Commission  to  the  first  soldier  in  the  Convalescent  Ward  in  HoFpital 
No.  8  who  rose  to  request  prayer  for  bis  salvation,  in  the  first  meeting  there  after  the 
preoioQS  Testament  and  letter  arrived  at  Nashville.  A  few  days  after,  he  wrote  to 
liissie  the  following  reply  : 
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Nashtills,  Tbhh.,  April  24,  1861. 

Dear  Sister  Lizzie  : 

I  receiTed  yoar  kind  letter  from  Mr.  C.  I.  M.  A  beautiful  present  in- 
deed, and  I  trust  it  will  be  one  of  the  means  of  oonverting  others,  as  well 
as  the  receiver.  Maj  God  bless  the  giver.  Yon  have  done  a  good  work. 
Oontiniie  to  pray,  dear  sister,  and  God  will  answer  you.  He  says  so  in 
his  word. 

My  dear  mother  is  in  the  grave.  It  is  nearly  eleven  years  since  she 
died ;  but  she  died  happy,  and  I  trust  I  shall  meet  her  in  heaven.  I 
will  try  and  pray  for  myself.  Uave  been  in  the  hospital  four  months, 
but  am  now  nearly  well ;  will  be  able  to  join  my  regiment  to  face  the 
enemy ;  and  if  L  should  fall  on  the  battle-field,  I  may  have  the  blessed 
assurance  of  meeting  my  Saviour  in  peace. 

Yes,  "  there  is  a  happy  land.''  May  we  meet  in  that  happy  land. 
I  th  not  think  that  my  fellow-soldiers  will  deter  me  from  serving  my 
Master.     There  are  many  others  here  that  his  Spirit  is  striving  with. 

I  expect  to  go  home  to  see  my  dear  friends  once  more.  Am  very 
thankful  that  the  privilege  is  granted,  and  I  trust  we  shall  have  a  happy 
meeting.  Dear  Liuie,  I  must  close.  May  God  bless  you,  is  my  prayer. 
Write  me  again. 

Address  your  friend, 

S L N , 

Foarth  Mich.  Caralry,  NMhyille,  Tenn. 

There  is  eridence  that  8—  L N w»a  truly  converted  by  meana  of  Liitie'a 

letter,  and  ia  a  moet  Malona  and  uaefol  Chriatian  aoldier.  It  ia  anggeeted  that  okiU 
dren  make  for  the  aoldiera  the  little  article  called  "  housewivea/'  and  with  the  pina, 
needlea,  thread,  bnttona,  Ac.,  put  also  in  them  a  kind  letter  to  a  soldier,  and  aend 
them  with  prayer,  to  George  H.  Stnart,  Chairman  United  Statea  Chriatian  Commia* 
aton,  11  Bank  Street,  Philadelphia. 
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oil  :  t<if  fhvel  nif!*",  ifritten  unij?  **n  i>ne  i1d«,  ^fjeeifjclnj;  ^^wc'b  bo% 

^r  innhtir,  iimli  giit'in^  CHp  rctnleinl*  (if  i»Anli  by  Ttwelf,     (li?e  jmir  i*wti  |iini|i« 

HI  m  full    y<rHh  Mi**  [rrntH'  '♦f  yntf  RtNrf       Plnv  ftl*n  unM^^^r  \Uf  f*rmvfth}it 

^  ■  Lev*- 

^-  ..   ^ ,  .^„..--:..  ...  --.-^lUe, 

V  jl*  yotir  OTTO  i»(iP.  y,  AOd  td   tnv«i  «mbBrilu«» 

tur  r  J!  Jrir-v"  lit  r^iM,  esi»nc{iilly  %¥b«Hi'  r  :^!-^  '•r  Mr*    or  B*v. 

aA  be  i«nt  to  JdjbErii  Pi TT^KSOH,  £bi( ,  TrcA^iLFer.  ii.t  WtetATH  JlAnk, 


Cumiiiunications  and  Conlributiuns 

1^  Jatiifift  M.  Bft)wfi,  <'»l»  Wall  Slr^f^t 

Boston .^'iriCticTx  t4>  rhurlrai  n«»mmid,  4  Ctiiirt  Str<»»l;  monuj  to  JcwcpTi 

^'■■—    '  *'  *'-         -  "^       '      tArff«  lo  L.  r.  EciwliiDd,  Trc-ttttjwt  IVii    ' 

F*  fi  C  THtt^fR^  monpy  til  J«>»v^|tli    ^ 

'^  '    "^  Rtr.  J.  F-  Marlay  j  lucmuT  lo  W.  1    ^  - 

it^  to  A*  K.  Clmmlii^rlttHii  Hijumt  iliriii' 

IN:  ^        i>, — Li*Urns  to  C  JC.  T<>^!il :  oititM'T  *o  J»iii^»'*  M.  it;n 

mipl^liei  to  G.  W,  C!i|i|>togt;r. 
CHICAOO.-   1  '     •■ 

Farwdl; 

Oharch  UUtck. 
ST.  LOUIS  ^Uu«r^  U>  J.  ft  P.rr  .n,«  ,.M-pv  '  '»'  "  •   -  •    Ka»«ini 

lU  itiimHiJcjiHonN  tcirivarUfi  F.  Clkrki  :    inneitT  to  t'^Ttl}  Irr^.  ttod 

vuppljei  to  E.  C.  Wftlkm-. 
BA  LTIMon  i  1  ,  i;tY  Lrt!4jrKi^  i'  limjn ; 

it&r6a  to  i 
BUFFALO,  N.  Y» — (>)romuiiJaUiQni«  ijiptii??,  «i*l  tnifiplies  to  16Lq  D»  Hi'), 

1 L  i\— Lijtt««y  n»«>iirr^  tmd  nippHei  to  Ctiar1e«  !*♦  Hmnu 


;r_  N.  Y.'— -C-Awrmtniic^tioiMit  inimpyj  *»(!  MiijipJie* 


BitlkDlTnc  im  8«^vo>JiUi  ^trx^  or  Hrv.  H.  U  Bowlerp  ^' 


^^ijjta 


UNITED  STATES 


Sljvistinn  Commission 


JANUARY  1,  1865. 


A  WOED  FBOM  THE  FBOHT. 

By  a  Field  Agent  to  those  who  send  comforts  to  the  Soldiers  through 
the  United  States  Christian  Commission. 

WE   TRY   TO   DO  THREE   THINGS   WITH   YOUR   QIPTS: 

1.  See  that  the  Soldiers  receive  what  is  gent  to  them. 

2.  To  let  them  know  who  sent  it. 

3.  To  assure  the  Donor  that  the  Gift  has  not  miscarried. 

WHAT  IS  NECESSARY? 
1st.  Upon  every  article  you  make  sew  an  envelope,  addressed 
to  yourself,  taking  the  occasion  to  tell  the  Soldier  what  you  think 
of  him. 

.  2d.  Under  the  lid  of  every  box  you  pack,  put  a  list  of  the 
articles,  and  an  envelope  addressed  to  the  Society  sending  the  same. 
If  you  send  Pickles,  Boiled  Cider,  Apple-Butter,  or  Grated  Horse- 
Radish,  put  the  letters  and  your  envelopes  in  sealed  bottles,  inside 
the  cask.  Some  of  these  envelopes  will  never  appear  again,  but 
most  of  them  will  come  back  to  your  Post  Office. 


Printkd  by  Ja8.  B.  Romjem, 
62  aud  H  N.  Sixth  Htreet. 


StEEROTTPSD  by   Wi»T<:01T  &  TH0MS05, 

121  S.  Third  Stmt. 
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^RMY    A.ND    N^VY. 


S'OSi.   THE   YE-A-ia   1864. 


THIRD   ANNUAL  REPORT. 


PHILADELPHIA,  APRIL,  1865. 


tBraled  States  (![|riBtian  C[ommi»2i0n. 


OFFICEES. 

nsO.  U.  STUART,  atairman. 

JOSEPH  PATTERSON,  Treaturer. 

RKV.  W.  B.  BOARDMAN,  Secretary. 

REV.  LBM UKL  MOSS,  Secretary  Home  OryanUaXion. 

RKV.  BBRNICB  D.  AMBS,  Secretary  Field  Organimtion. 


MEHBESS  OF  THE  COHMISSIOV. 


Rer.  Rollin  H.  Neate,  D.D.,  Boston. 
Charlos  Demond,  Boston. 
Rov.  Bishop  E.  S.  Janes,  D.D.,  New  York. 
Rev.  Jam<)8  Kells,  D.D.,  Brooklyn. 
Mltrhell  H.  Miller,  Washington,  D.  0. 
Ueori^  H.  Stuart,  Philadelphia. 

Hon.  George  P.  Patton,  Bath,  Maine. 

Rev.  James  Pike,  Sanliornton  Bridge,  N.  H. 

Hon.  Jolin  Gregory  Smith,  Governor  of  Vermont. 

Edward  3.  Tobey,  Boston. 

R«v.  Francis  Wayfand,  D.D.,  Providenca,  R.  I. 

Ilin.  W.  A.  Buckingham,  Governor  of  Connecticut. 

Rov.  Keman  Dyer,  D.D.,  New  York. 

Hon.  Wra.  E.  Dodge,  '* 

Nathan  Bishop,  LL.D.,  •* 

Morris  K.  Jesup.  " 

Walter  S.  Griffith,  Brooklyn. 

Samuel  B.  Caldwell      *• 

Rev.  Charles  Hodge,  D.D.,  Princeton,  N.  J. 

Stephen  Colwell,  Philadelphia. 

Horatio  Gates  Jones      '♦ 

Joseph  Patterson  •* 

Rev.  Bishop  M.  Simpson,  D.D.,  Philadelphia. 

Prof.  M.  L.  Stoevor,  Gettysburg,  Pa.    . 


John  P.  Crozer,  Philadelphia. 

Jay  Cooke,  " 

Rev.  M.  L.  R.  P.  Thompson,  D.D.,  Olncinnati. 

Mf^or  General  Clinton  B.  Fisk,  Missourf . 

Hon.  John  V.  Farwell,  Chicago. 

John  D.  Hill,  BulTalo,  N.  Y. 

Wm.  Frew,  Pittsburgh.. 

Rt  Rev.  Alflred  Lee,  D.D.,  Wilmington,  Delaware. 

G.  S.  Griffith,  Baltimore. 

Hon.  Francis  H.  Pierpoint,  Alexandria,  Ta. 

Hon.  Waitman  T.  Wllley,  Morgantown,  W.  Va. 

A.  B.  Chamberlain,  Cincinnati. 

Rt.  Rov.  C.  P.  Mcllvaine,  D.D.,  Cincinnati. 

Hon.  Schoyler  Col&x,  South  Bend,  Ind. 

Hon.  John  Owen,  Detroit.  Michigan. 

Rer.  R.  J.  Breckenridge.  D.D.,  Lexington,  Ky. 

Walters.  Carter,  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin. 

Hon.  Hiram  Price,  Davenport,  Iowa. 

Rev.  B.  Lehman,  Chaska,  Minn. 

Rev.  S.  D.  Storrs,  Atchison,  Kansas. 

Hon.  John  Evati)i,  Denver  City,  Col. 

J.  B.  Roberts,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 

Rev.  8.  Cornelius,  Portland,  Oregon. 

Hon.  James  W.  Nye,  Carson  City,  Nevada. 


EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 


George  H.  Stuart,  Philadelphia. 

Rfv.  Bishop  E.  S.  Janes,  D.D.,  New  Y»>rk. 

i^harles  Demond,  Boston. 

John  p.  Crozer,  Philadelphia. 

Jay  Cooke,  ♦' 

Jodcph  Patterson       ** 

Rev.  Bishop  M.  Simpson,  D.D.,  Philadelphia. 


Stephen  Colwell,  Philadelphia. 
Hon.  Wm.  E.  Dodge,  New  York. 
Rev.  Heman  Dyer,  D.D.,  New  York. 
W.  S.  Griffith,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 
G.  S.  Griffith,  Baltimore,  Md. 
Horatio  G.  Jones,  Philadelphia. 
Rev.  W.  B.  Boardman,  Bx-Officio. 


Since  the  close  of  the  year  the  following  changes  have  been  made : — ^Wm.  Frew,  of  Pittsburgh, 
A.  E.  Cliamberlaln,  of  Cincinnati,  Hon.  John  V.  Farwell,  of  Chicag*),  and  Major  General  Clinton  B. 
Fisk,  of  Missouri,  members  of  the  Commission,  have  been  appointed  members  also  of  the  Bxccutivn 
Committee.  Rev.  Bernlce  D.  Ames  has  resigned  the  Secretaryship  of  Field  Organisation  and  engaged 
in  the  organization  of  Ladiea'  Christian  Commissions;  and  Rev.  Edward  P  Smith  has  been  appointed 
Field  Secretary ;  Rev.  R.  J.  Parvin  has  been  appointed  ChairmAn  of  a  National  Executive  Committee 
of  Ladlew*  Christian  Commissions,  and  Rev.  w.  E.  Boardman  has  withdrawn  fVom  work  in  the  office 
to  extend  the  organization  of  Ladies*  Christian  Commissions. 


AUXILIARIES  OP   THE  UNITED  STATES 
CHRISTIAN   COMMISSION. 


MAINE. 

BANGOR. 
BANGOR  BRANCH  U.  8.  CHRISTIAN  OOBIMISSION. 

Moses  Giddings,  ChairmofL 
T.  G.  Stiokney,  Secretary  and  Treatunr, 
Bey.  £.  Johnson,  BeT.  A.  E.  P.  SmalL 

BATH. 
COMMITTEE  OF  MIDDLE  DISTRICT  OF  MAINB. 

Charles  Douglass,  Chairman, 

Gershom  H.  Palmer,  Secretary  and  TrmuMrvr. 

ReT.  A.  F.  Beard. 

PORTLAND. 
PORTLAND  ARMY   COMMITTEE. 

Thomas  R.  Hayes,  Chairmaii, 
Cjms  StordiTant,  Treaturw.  Henry  H.  Bargees,  SecrtUwy. 

Andrew  J.  Chase,  J.  B.  Mathews. 

NEW  HAMrSHIBE. 

CONCORD.' 
Ber.  N.  Bouion,  D.D.,  Chairman.        Rey.  H.  E.  Sawyer,  VoUmtary  AgmL 

MANCHESTER. 
"Hon.  Frederick  Smyth,  Chairman, 
Frank  B.  Eaton,  Secretary,  0.  BArton,  TreatUMr. 

George  Thompson,  S.  Stanton. 

t  Rey.  C.  W.  Wallace,  Voluntary  AgmL 

NASHUA. 

Dr.  Edward  Spanlding,  J.  B.  Chapman,  A.  H.  Dunlop, 

Benjamin  Saunders,  J\  D.  Otterson. 

KEENE. 
C.  Bridgman,        W.  P.  Wheeler,        Rey.  N.  Clark,       J.  F.  PrindelL 

VOLUNTARY  AGENTS: 
Meredith  Tillage:  Rey.  C.  Bumham,  Weet  Northwood:  Rey.  H.  C.  Fay. 

Hanover:  Prof.  £.  T.  Quimby.  Derby:  Rey.  S.  G.  Parsons. 

Rocheeter:  Rey.  C.  Holman.  Hinedale:  Rey.  Geo.  W.  Bryant 

VEBMONT. 

MONTPELIER. 
Rey.  J.  Lord,       Judge  Poland,        H.  D.  Hopkins,        C.  W.  Willard. 

ST.  JOHNSBURY. 

JL  a  Bedingion,  A.  G.  Chadwiok,  Ephraim  JewttI, 

Horace  Fairbanks,  ,  Rey.  Mr.  Plimpton. 

iii 


iv  UNITED  STATES   CHRISTIAN  COMMISSION. 

ST.  ALBANS. 
Henry  M.  Stevens,  Jethro  Parsons,  George  F.  Houghton, 

Leoniird  Gilmore,  George  G.  Hunt,  Sheldon  S.  Bumam. 

BURLINGTON. 
ReT.  Elbridge  Mix,  R.  G.  Cole,  ReT.  George  B.  Sftfford. 

MIDDLEBURY. 
Prof.  Parker,  President  Labaree. 

RUTLAND. 
James  Barrett,  John  H.  Bowman,  William  A.  Burnet 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

BOSTON. 
ARMT  COMMITTEE  OF  THE  YOUNG   MEN'S  CHRISTIAN  ASSOCIATION. 
E.  S.  Tobey,  Chairman,  Joseph  Story,  Treanirer, 

Russell  Sturgis,  jr.,  Jacob  Sleeper,  J.  Sullivan  Warren. 

SALEM. 
Charles  H.  Price,  W.  H.  Whipple,  John  C.  Osgood. 

LAWRENCE. 
J.  L.  Partridge,  Rev.  A.  J.  Church,  Rev.  George  Enox, 

Rev.  C.  E.  Fisher.  Rev.  G.  P.  Wilson, 

NEW  BEDFORD. 
J.  8.  Cornish,  Chairman.  • 

Chas.  T..Bonney,  Geo.  F.  Kingman,  Cornelius  Davenport, 

£.  W.  Hervey,  N.  Lincoln,  H.  A.  Edwards, 

Thomas  Bliss. 

WORCESTER. 

Hon.  Isaac  Davis,  Philip  L.  Moen,  Hon.  €ko.  M.  Rice, 

David  Whitcomb,  Frederick  A.  Clapp. 

SPRINGFIELD. 
Francis  A.  Brewer,  PrendenU 
Charles  Marsh,  Sccrttary,  •  Henry  8.  Lee,  Treatvrer. 

CHRISTIAN  COMMISSION  OF  BERKSHIRE  COUNTY. 

Rev.  John  Todd,  D.D.,  Pittsfield.  Prof.  J.  A.  Chadbourne,  Williamstown. 

A'.  G.  Francis,  «*  Rev.  M.  M'Giflfert,  North  Adams. 

T.  G.  Attwood,  "  Gen.  W.  C.  Plunkett,  South  Adams. 

Hon.  P.  L.  Page,  «• .  Rev.  N.  Gale,  D.D  ,  Lee. 

H.  M.  Pierson,  "  •    Daniel  R.  Williams,  Stockbridge. 

Jabex  L.  Peck,  <*  James  Sedgwick,  Great  Barrington. 

Benjamin  Chickering,  **  George  Tucker,  Lenox. 

VOLUNTARY  AGENTS. 
Wayland:  Rev.  H.  Bullard.  Sharon:  Rev.  P.  B.  Davis. 

Xewbun/part :  Rev.  J.  R.  Thurston.         JCast  Weymouth :  Rev.  J.  P.  Lane. 
Sherbom :  Rev.  Edward  Dowse.  '  Northampton :  S.  E.  Bridgman. 

RHODE  ISLAXn. 

.      PROVIDENCE. 
^    RHODE  ISLAND  COMMITTEE   U.  S.  CHRISTIAN  COMMISSION. 
W.  J.  King.  Chairman,  J.  Halsey  De  Wolf,  Secretary. 

Rev.  Francis  Wayland,  LL.D.,      Hon.  W.  W.  Hoppin,       Rev.  Richard  B.  Duane, 
John  Kingsbury,  LL.D.,  Prof.  John  L.  Lincoln,   Hon.  Jabes  C.  Knight,    . 


AUXILIARIES. 


CONNECTICUT. 

CONNECTICUT  BRANCH   U.  S.  CHRISTIAN  COMMISSION. 
'  Hbad-quabtees— HARTFORD. 

Governor  Wm.  A.  Buckingham,  Chairman. 
Bey.  E.  Harwood,  J>  D.,  Judge  Francis  Way  land,  jr.,  SecreU^, 

Bey.  £.  L.  Cleaveland,  D.D.,    .  A.  G.  Hammond,  Treasurer. 

Bey.  B.  TumbuU,  1>.D.,  J.  B.  Woodford,  Affent. 

Vice  Chairmen, 
Rey.  Henry  Powers,  Corresponding  Secretary, 
Prof.  J.  A.  Porter,  New  Hayen.  J.  F,  Judd,  " 

Prof.  D.  C.  Gilman,  ••  H.  Kingsbury,  « 

CoL  B.  S.  Pardee,  "  H.  P.  Haven,  New  London. 

Calvin  Day,        Hartford.  D.  Gallup,  Piainfield. 

Thomas  Smith,  .         *'  J.  D.  Candee,  Bridgeport. 

Charles  Benedict,  Waterbury. 

NEW  HAVEN. 

Prof.  Cyrus  Northrop,  President, 
CoL  B.  8.  Pardee,  H.  N.  Whittelsey,  Treasurer, 

James  M.  Mason,  R.  P.  Cowles,  Corresponding  Secretary, 

Vice  Presidents, 

H.  P.  Hoadley,  Recording  Secretary, 


H.  B.  Allen, 
Jonathan  Dann, 
S.  Noble  Foster, 
J.  L.  Treat, 
Augustus  T.  Post, 
Rev.  C.  Goodrich, 


Executive  Committee, 

F.  W.  Pardee, 
William  Franklin, 

G.  J.  Hine, 
E.  H.  Plant, 
John  G.  Chapman, 
Bichard  S.  Lyon, 


George  H.  Fowler, 
R.  D.  Coan, 
f.  V.  D.  Garretson, 
Edward  Bromley, 
C.  B.  Whittelpey, 
C.  L.  Ives,  M.D. 


NEW  TOBK. 

NEW  YORK  COMMITTEE  OF  THE  U.  S.  CHRISTIAN  COMMISSION. 
NEW  YORK  CITY. 

Hon.  William  E.  Dodge,  Chairman, 
Rev.  Heman  Dyer,  D.D.,  Secretary.  James  M.  Brown,  Treasurer, 

Nathan  Bishop,  LL.D.,  Chairman  of  Executive  Committee, 
David  Hoadley,  Jonathan  Sturgis,  Frederick  G.  Foster, 

Hon.  Jas.  W.  Beekman,  John  T.  Johnston,  T.  0.  Doremus, 

Morris  K.  Jesup,  L.  B.  Woodruff,  Oliver  Bronson,  M.D. 

Archibald  Russell,  Stephen  Cutter,  D.  Willis  James, 

Henry  K.  Bull,  Rev.  David  Terry,  Smith  Sheldon, 

J.  0.  Holden,  Rev.  Jos.  Holdich,  D.D.,     Salem  H.  Wales. 

BROOKLYN. 
BROOKLYN  AND  LONG  ISLAND   CHRISTIAN  COMMISSION. 

Executive  Committee. 

Walter  S.  Griffith,  President, 

Rev.  James  Eells,  D.D.,  Vice-President.  y 

Samuel  B.  Caldwell,  Treasurer, 

Rev.  J.  B.  Waterbury,  D.D.,  Corresponding  Secretary. 

William  J.  Coffin,  Recording  Secretary, 
W.  S.  Griffith,  Chairman  of  Committee  on  Delegates. 
Rev.  S.  H.  Canfield,  D.D.,  Chairman  of  Committee  on  PuhlieationM* 
Henry  Sheldon,  Chairman  of  Committee  on  Public  Meetings, 
Edward  A.  Lambert,  Chairman  of  Committee  on  Navy^  ^c, 
John  D.  McKenzie,  Chairman  of  Fkuxnce  Committee. 


UNITED  STATES   OHBISTIAN  COMMISSION. 


Eer.  W.  I.  BucUngton,  P.D. 
EeT.  W.  F.  Watkins, 
Bey.  Robert  Lowry, 
8.  M.  Beard,     ' 
Charles  R.  Marrin, 
Hon.  Moses  F.  Odell, 
Robert  8.  Buuing, 
John  French, 
R.  L.  Wyckoff, 
Lndlow  Thomas, 
8.  B.  Chittenden, 
James  P.  Wallace, 

James  Myers, 


Rer.  J.  £.  Rockwell,  D.D., 
Rev.  L.  H.  Mills, 
Theodore  Hinsdale, 
Thomas  H.  Messenger, 
LewisMorris, 
J.  6.  Hutchinson, 
Rev.  Edward  Taylor, 
A.  J).  Mathews, 
W.  W.  Armfield, 
J.  M.  Pray, 
Dayid  Wesson, 
Hugh  Allen, 

Thomas 


Rev.  Geo.  W.  Woodruff, 

Rey.  Chas  S.  Robinsoin, 

Dwight  Johnsoii, 

Elijah  Lewis, 

R.  R.  Grayes,  . 

Coe  Adams, 

Reuben  W.  Ropes, 

John  G.  Fay, 

X.  A.  Lewis, 

Daniel  Tracy, 

A.  B.  Baylis, 

J.  W.  Greene, 

Messenger. 


ALBANY. 
Thomas  W.  Oleott,  Prttidmt, 
John  F.  Rathbone,  Vhe-Frendent 


Leyi  Dederick,  Secretary, 
William  McElroy,  Treasurer. 


TROY. 
John  H.  Willard,  Preeident. 
Hon.  W.  L.  Van  Alstyne,  Viee-FreeiderU,  F.  P.  Allen,  See,  and  Treat, 

UTICA. 
OENTBAli  NSW  YORK  BRANCH  U.  8.  CHRISTIAN  COMMISSION. 
Hon.  Wm.  J.  Bacon,  PreeidenL 
Vtce-Preiidente: 
Hon.  Hiram  Denio,  Oneida,  Ralph  Johnson,  Chenango, 

<'    A.  H.  Laflin,  Herkimer,  Lyman  R.  Lyon,  Lewis, 

**    Gerrit  Smith,  Madison,  Henry  Jackson,  Delaware, 

**   Calyin  T.  Hulburd,  St. Lawrence,      Rey.  M.  S.  Goodale,  D.  D.,  Montgom*y, 
G.  W.  Ernst,  Otsego,  Chauncey  Burr,  Fulton. 

Hon.  Willard  lyes,  Jefferson, 
Rey.  D.  W.  Bristol,  D.D.,  See,  and  AffetU.  Robert  8.  Williams,  Treat,  . 

JExeeuiwe  CammiUee: 

Rey.  ^.  M.  Campbell,  D.D.,  Rey.  D.  Y.  Corey,  D.D., 

"      R.  S.  Fuller,  «<     J.  C.  Ward, 

««     A.  G.  Vermilye,  D.D.,  «*     H.  N.  Dryer, 

W.  D.  Walcott,  J.  8.  Cook 
Rey.  Wm.  E.  Knox, 

ELMIRA. 
L.  Kellogg,  Chairman, 

ROCHESTER. 
Rey.  Robert  B.  Gaxton,  D.D.,  Chairman,. 
Oliyer  D.  Grosyenor,  Secretary  and  Treasurer, 
Oliyer  M.  Benediot,  Ezra  Jones,  SyWenos  A.  Ellis. 

BUFFALO. 
V,  S.  CHRISTIAN  COMMISSION  FOR  WESTERN  NEW  YORK  AND  VICINITY. 
John  D.  Hill,  Chairman,        Rey.  8.  Hunt^^  Secretary,        F.  Gridley,  Treasto'er. 
Judah  C.  Spenoer,  Erie,  Pa. 
John  D.  Hill,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 


Rey.  P.  H.'  Fowler,  D.D., 
T.  W.  Seward, 
Rey.  H.  8.  Cox,  D.D., 
John  Thorn, 


PascaU  B.  Pratt, 

8. 8.  Jewett,  "  " 

Dr.  B.  T.  Whitney,      «*  " 

Hon.  H.  W.  Loomis,  Oswego,  N.  Y 

Hon.  Israel  F.  Spencer,  Syracuse,  N.  Y.  J.  M.  Cornell,  Albion,  N.  Y, 

J>r,  Sylyester  Willard,  Auburn,  N.  Y.       A.  Minard,  Lockport,  N.  Y 


Rey.  R.  B.  Claxton,  D.D.,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Louis  Chapin,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

0.  D.  Grosyenor,      *«  " 

Wm.  G.  Dunn,  Geneya,  N.  Y. 

L.  A.  Skinner,  Westfield,  N.  Y. 

Hon.  John  Fisher,  Batayia,  N.  Y. 


AUXILLIAKISS.  Vll 

BUFFALO  ladies'  CHRISTIAN  OOMBOSsioN. 
Hn.  Noah  H.  Gardiner,  President,  Mrs.  Georg«  N.  Burwell,  Assist  Treat, 

Mrs.  John  D.  Shepard,  \  f^    p,^w.i^/.   ^^^'  J-  ^-  Sawyer,     1 
Mrs.  George  Hedge,      /  ruie'i^enaents.  ^^^  ^^  Gridley,  I  Corresponding 

Mrs.  G.  -H.  Blodget,  Recording  Secretary,  Miss  Delia  S.  Austin,  |     Secretariat 
Mrs.  Edward  Bristol,  Treasurer,  Mrs.  J.  B.  Parke,       J 

NEW  JEB8ET. 

NEWARK. 
Rey.  Wm.  B.  Brown,  Chairman, 
James  D.  Orton,  Treasurer  and  Secretary. 

RAHWAY. 
BoT.  8.  8.  Sheddon,  Chairman,  A.  8.  Watson,  Treaswrer, 

LAMBERTVILLE. 
J.  A.  Anderson,  Chairman,  C.  Pierson,  Secretary,  ■ 

Bev.  P.  0.  Studdiford,  Rev.  W.  P.  Howell,  New  Hope,  Pa.    Rev.  F.  Johnson, 
W.  F.  Silvers,  Thomas  8.  Murray,  *•  R^.  Thomas  Hanlon, 

TRENTON. 
Rev.  T.  8.  Griffiths,  Chairman,  Rev.  H.  B.  Chapin,  Secretary. 

W.  J.  Owens,  Treasurer.  D.  P.  Porst,  Receiver  of  Stores, 

Rev.  J.  C.  Browne,        Rev.  J.  S.  Heisler,        Rev.  Wm.  M.  Blackburn, 
0.  W.  Blackfan,  W.  W.  Mershon,  J.  B.  Yard. 

BORDENTOWN. 
Rev.  A.  P.  Bnel,  Chairman.     Whitall  Stokes,  Treasurer.    J^a,  Stratton,  Secretary. 

JPENNSTLVANIA. 

PHILADELPHIA. 
ARMY  COMMITTBB,  YOUNG   MEN'S  CHRISTIAN  ASSOCIATION. 

H.  N.  Thissell,  Chairman, 
Joseph  Parker,  Wm.  B.  Culliss,  A.  M.  Burton, 

George  H.  Stuart,  J.  B.  Shgjpard,  H.  H.  Shillingford, 

Dr.  W.  F.  Patterson,  Thomas  Tolman,  Peter  B.  Simons. 

WESTCHESTER. 
Rev.  Wm.  E.  Moote,  Chairman. 
Rev.  C.  F.^Tumer,  Secretary,  W.  E.  Barber,  Treasurer. 

Rev.  John  Bolton.  Rev.  James  Tricket. 

LANCASTER. 

Edward  Zahm,  Chairman,  John  W.  Hubley,  Treasurer.  ' 

HARRISBURG. 

Rev.  T.  H.  Robinson,  Lnmanuel  M.  Kelker,         James  MoCormick,  Jr. 

CARLISLE. 
Rev.  Samuel  Philips,  Chairman. 
Francis  J.  Clcoro,  H.  Saxton, 

GETTYSBURG. 
R.  G.  McCreary,  Chairman. 
Prof.  M.  L.  Stoever,        R.  A.  Lyttle,        J.  L.  Schick,        H.  J.  Fahnestock, 

HOLLIDAYSBURG. 

Hon.  Judge  James  D.  Rea,  Treasurer, 

Rev.  J>.  Barren,  Rev.  Dr.  Shadroch,  Rev.  Blr.  Dohertj. 

PITTSBURGH. 
ARMY  COMMITTEE  OF   WESTERN  PENNSYLVANIA. 
Rev.  Horrick  Johnson,  President. 
.   Robert  C.  Totten,  Secretary.       * 
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Executive  Committee, 

Hon.  Robert  McKnighi,  Chatrman, 

Joseph  Albree,  Field  Secretary. 
WillUm  Frew,  Treaeurer,  Wm.  P.  Weyman,  Receiver. 

Robert  C.  Totten,  John  R.  McCune,  Joseph  Home. 

MOUNT  PLEASANT. 
Rey.  BL  Sparks,  PrendmL  Rey.  A.  B.  Fields,  Seeretary. 

WASHINGTON. 
Hon.  G.  M.  Reed,  Chairman. 
M.  H.  Cark,  W.  S.  Moore,  V.  Harding, 

Thomas  McKean,  A.  T.  Baird,  A.  B.  Wolf, 

Alexander  Seaman,  Henry  HuU, 

TROT. 
Rey.  J.  Gordon  Carnachan,  Voluntary  Agent, 

TOWANDA. 
B.  S*  Rnsselly  James  McFarland. 

SCRANTON. 
Charles  Fuller,  Chairman,  R.  A.  Henrj,  Treaeurer. 

Rey.  George  Peck,  B.B.,  William  Breck.  J.  C.  Piatt 

POTTSVILLE. 
Mrs.  Benjamin  Bannan,  Voluntary  Agent, 

BETHLEHEM. 
•  vBey.  Sylyester  WoU^,  Chairman, 
Jonas  Snyder,  Secretary,  Mahlon  Taylor,  Treasurer, 

FREEMANSBURG. 
Josiah  Bachman,  President,  Samuel  Cassell,  Treaeurer. 

COMMITTEE  OF  THE  DISTRICT  OF   MARYLAND. — HEAD-QUARTERS:  BAL- 
TIMORE. 

G.  S.  Griffith,  Chairman, 
Rev.  G.  P.  Hays,  Treaeurer,  Rer.  J.  N.  McJilton,  D.D.,  Secretary, 

Rey.  T.  ^tork,  D.D.,  Baltimore,  Md.         Rey.  R.  H.  Williams,  Frederick  City,  Md. 
Isaac  P.  Cook,  *<  Rey.  J.  D.  Curtis,  Elkton,  •* 

Charles  W.  Ridgeley,        •*  Rey.  J.  Eyans,  Hagerstown,  " 

Rey.  R.  C.  Galbraith,  Gowanstown,  Md.    Rey.  H.  C.  Westwood,  Ellicott's  Mills,  *< 
Gideon  Bants,  Frederick  City,  Md.  Dayid  £.  Small,  York,  Pa. 

Charles  A.  Morris,  York,  Pa. 

niSTBICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

WASHINGTON. 

William  Ballantyne,  Chairman  and  Treaeurer, 

Z.  Richards,  Secretary,  Rey.  J.  J.  Abbott,  Local  AgenL 

WEST  riBQINIA. 

WHEELING. 

R.  Crangle,  ChairvMn, 

Dr.  T.  H.  Logan,  Rev.  S.  Bamits,  B.  Benham. 

OHIO. 

CINCINNATL 
CINCINNATI  BRANCH  U.  S.  CHRISTIAN  COMMISSION. 
A.  E.  Chamberlainj/VejMfcnf,  Rey.  J.  F.  Marlay,  Secretary, 

H.  Thane  Miller,  Vwe-PreeidcnU  Rey.  B.  W.  OhidUw,  Gen,  Agent, 
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William  T.  Perkins,  T.  G.  Odiorn^  II.  Wilson  Brown, 

Thomas  F.  Shaw,  B.  Homans,  Jr.,  Thomas  FrankUnd, 

George  H.  Warner,  George  F.  Davis,  J.  M.  Johnston, 

E.  Sargent,  Wm.  J.  Breed,  ^ugh  Stewart, 

W.  W.  Scarborongh,  Eli  Johnson,  M.  B.  Hagans, 

Hon.  Bellamy  Storer,  Benjamin  Frankland,  Matthew  Addy, 

Philip  Phillips,  B.  A.  Holden. 

GAMBIEB. 
Bey.  Archibald  M.  Morrison. 

CLEVELAND. 
OLEYELAND  COMMITTEE  U.  S.  CHRISTIAN  COMMISSION* 
BxscuTiTE  committee: 
Hon.  Stillman  Witt,  FretidenU 
Joseph  Perkins,  Vice-President.  S.  H.  Mather,  Treaturer. 

L.  F.  Mellon,  SecreUtry.  Geo.  Mygatt,  Receiver  of  SuppUes. 

Hon.  Wm.  Castle,  T.  P.  Handy,  Rev.  J.  M.  Hoyt, 

Rev.  T.  H.  Hawks,  D.D.,    Dr.  H.  K.  Gushing,  Daniel  P.  Eells, 

Horace  Benton. 

oommttteb: 

Hon.  Wm.  A.  Otis,  George  W.  Whitney,  Dr.  Edward  Taylor, 

Rev.  Sam'l  Wolcott,  D.D.,   Hon.  John  A.  Foote,  Rev.  C.  Ruteniok, 

Rev.  Dr.  W.  H.  Goodrich,  Rev.  Charles  Hammer,  E.  R.  Perkins, 

Ansel  Roberts,  Dr.  AUeyne  Maynard,  J.  H.  Dewitt, 

J.  E.  IngersoU,  Jay  Odell,    .  Rev.  J.  A.  Thome, 

Rev.  J.  Monteith,  Jr.,  Hon.  J.  P.  Bishop,  Rev.  Moses  Hill, 

Bey.  8.  B.  Page,  Rev.  Wm.  A.  Hoge,  Rev.  Bishop  C.  Eingsley. 

TOLEDO. 
NORTH-WESTERN  BRANCH  TJ.  S.  CHRISTIAN  COMMISSION. 
W.  Baker,  Pretident,  v  ^^^'  H.  W.  Pierson,  D.  D.,  Cor.  See. 

Rey.  C.  T.  Wales,  Recording  Sec.  D.  B.  Smith,  Treasurer. 

MICHIGAN. 

DETROIT. 

MICHIGAN  BRANCH  U.   S.  CHRISTIAN  COMMISSION. 

E.  C.  Walker,  Chaimum. 

H.  P.  Baldwin,  Treasurer.  Charles  F.  Clark,  Secretary, 

David  Preston,  Francis  Raymond, 

J.  S.  Vernor,  Caleb  Ives. 

Rev.  G.  Taylor,  State  Agents  Ann  Arbor. 

INBIANA. 

INDIANAPOLIS. 
INDIANA  BRANCH  TJ.  S.  CHRISTIAN  COMMISSION. 
G.  W.  Clippinger,  President.  L.  H.  Croll,  Recording  Secretary. 

James  M.  Ray,  Treasurer.  C.  N.  Todd,  Cor.  Sec.  and  Gen.  Agent. 

J.  T.  Dunn,  Frederick  Baggs,  Charles  S.  Ware, 

J.  L.  Eetcham,  J.  H.  Ross,  Rev.  L.  H.  Jameson, 

Rev.  F.  C.  Holliday,  D.D.,  Christian  Spiegel,  .     J.  C.  Hereth, 

£.  T.  Sinker,  J.  W.  Brown,  Jacob  Rubush, 

Bey.  G.  Small. 

KENTVCKT. 

LOUISVILLE. 
KENTUCKY  l^BANCH  U.  S.  CHRISTIAN  COMMISSION. 
J.  Edward  Hardy,  Chairman. 
Isaac  Russell,  Secretary.  J.  G.  Barrett,  Treaswer. 

Richard  Knott,  Wm.  H.  Bulkley, 

J.  H.  Armstrong,  Wm.  Eendrick. 
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ILLINOIS. 

CHICAGO. 
NORTH-WESTERN  BRANCH  t.  S.  CHRISTIAN  COMMISSION. 
Hon.  John  V.  Farwell,  Chairman, 
B.  P.  Jacobs,  Secretary.  S.  P.  Farrington,  IVeaeurer. 

J.  L.  Reynolds,  P.  L.  Underwood, 

P.  L.  Moody,  J.  Guernsey,  Dubuqne,  Iowa. 

PEORU. 
PEORIA  BRANCH  U.  S.  CHRISTIAN  COMMISSION. 
Wm.  Reynolds,  Pretident  T.  M.  C,  A. 
Theodore  Higbie,  Treasurer  K  M.  C,  A. 
A.  G.  Tyng,  Chairman  Army  Committee, 
G.  H.  Mcllvaine,  Secretary  Army  Committee, 
Bey.  S.  Wycoff,  Rev.  W.  E.  McLaren,  T.  G.  MoCoUoch,  Jr. 

SPRINGFIELD. 
BRANCH  U.   S.  CHRISTIAN   COMMISSION. 
James  L.  Lamb,  Chairman,  H.  S.  Dickerman,  Corresponding  Secretary. 

£.  R.  Ulrioh,  Treasurer,  Bey.  Shepard  Wells,  Field  Agent 

QUINCY. 

AUXILIARY  TO  ST.  LOUIS   (MO.)  BRANCH. 

Bey.  K  H.  Emery. 

WI8CON8IK. 

WISCONSIN    BRANCH  U.   S.   CHRISTIAN  COMMISSION. — HEADQUARTERS: 

MILWAUKEE. 

Walter  8.  Garter,  Chairman, 

John  A.  Dutcher,  Treasurer,  D.  W.  Perkins,  Secretary, 

Wm.  H.  Sinclair,  Milwaukee.  Hon.  S.  D.  Hastings,  Madison, 

Hon.  E.  D.  Holton,        «•  E.  G.  Durant,  Kenosha. 

J.  T.  Bradford,  "  G.  H.  Stewart,  Beayer  Dam. 

L.  H.  Kellogg,  «  M.  P.  Lindsley,  Green  Bay. 

John  Johnston.  ''  A.  P.  Waterman,  Beloit. 

George  W.  Allen,  **  C.  J.  Pettibone,  Fon-du-Lac. 

A.  W.  Kellogg,  «*  Hon.  George  Gale,  Galesyille. 

Edwin  Hyde,  "  Hon.  J.  H.  Rountree,  Platteville. 

S.  S.  Sherman,  <«  Hon.  J.  R.  Doolittle,  Racine. 

H.  R.  Bond,  <«  Hon.  Wm.  E.  Smith,  Fox  Lake. 

Edward  Roddis,  <'  Hon.  D.  Worthingt^n,  Madison. 

0.  B.  Buttles,  <*  George  L.  Field,  Ripon. 

August  Frank,  "  J.  J.  Tschudy,  Monroe. 

John  Pritslaff,  **  Frederick  Eoehn,  Sheboygan. 

IOWA. 

KEOKJJK. 
AUXILIARY  TO  ST.  LOUIS  (MO.)   BRANCH 
CoL  William  Thompson,  President  and  Treasurer. 

MISSOURI. 

ST.  LOUIS. 
ST.  LOUIS  BRANCH  U.  S.  CHRISTIAN  COMMISSION. 
J.  W.  Mclntyre,  Chairman.  J.  B.  Whitehead,  Recording  Secretary. 

Edwin  Tioknor,  Treasurer.  J.  H.  Parsons,  Corresponding  Secretary. 

Rey.  T.  M.  Post,  D.D.,        Bey.  H.  Cox,  George  Partridge, 

Rey.  H.  A.  Nelson,  Bey.  8.  J.  Nicoolls,  I.  8.  Smyth, 

Bey.  W.  O.  Eliot,  Bey.  J.  G.  Armstrong,        £.  0.  Stanard,. 

J.  V.  Lyon. 
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MINNESOTA. 

MXNNSSOTA    BRANCH    U.  8.  CHRISTIAN  COMMISSION. — HSADQUARTBRS : 

ST.  PAUL. 
0«orge  W.  Prescott,  President, 
T.  D.  Simonion,  Vie^PreaidenL  H.  M.  Knox,  Corretpondinff  Secretary, 

D.  D.  Merrill,  Treatwer,  H.  K.  Taylor,  Recording  Secretary, 

PAIRBAULT. 
Leyi  Nutting,  Prendent, 
G.  F.  Batchelder,  \  vs^^jx^^^a^*,  J-  ^'  Randolph,  Secretary. 

Moses  Cole,  /  ►'*^^««<*^-  j.  w.  Griggs,  Treasurer. 

CALIFORNIA. 

PACIPIO  BRANCH  U.  8.  CHRISTIAN  COMMISSION.— HEADQUARTERS: 
SAN  FRANCISCO. 

J.  B.  Roberts,  Fretident. 
P.  Sather,  Treaturer^  Rot.  E.  Thomas,  Secretary^ 

Hon.  E.  Stanley,  Hon.  E.  B.  Sawyer,  H.  H.  Haight, 

W.  H.  Coddington,  Maj.  Gen.  L.  H.  Allen,        Hon.  Samuel  Cowles, 

Cyrus  Palmer,  J.  T.  Dean,  L.  B.  Benchley, 

S.  B.  Stoddard,  Henry  Button. 


Eev.  Charles  P.  Lyford,  \  a^^,. 
Rot.  Henry  D.  Lathrop.  /^^«*"- 


IiADIXS'  CHRISTIAN   COMMISSION  OF  THE  PACIFIC. 
Mrs.  Dr.  Mary  E.  Keeney,  President* 
Mrs.  Maj.  Gen.  McDowell,  1 
Mrs.  A.  G.  Stiles, 

Mrs.  S.  B.  Stoddard,  \  Vtee-Presidents, 

Mrs.  J.  Middleton, 
Mrs.  P.  Beggs, 

Mrs.  W.  H.  Gladwin,  Treasurer.        Mrs.'  E.  Thomas,  Recording  Secretary, 
Miss  Jane  Gray,  Corresponding  Secretary. 

BXEOUTITS  committkk: 

Mrs.  J.  I.  N.  Shephaird,        Mrs.  C.  E.  Hinkley,  Mrs.  J.  H.  Poole, 

Mrs.  Nourse,  Mrs.  J.  W.  Cox,  Mrs.  M.  D.  Strong, 

Miss  Kelsey,  Mrs.  A.  J.  Dowrer,  Miss  Hall, 

Mrs.  D.  L.  B^ok,  Mrs.  Alonzo  Wakeman,  Mrs.  Dr.  WilHamson, 

Mrs.  Dr.  Tuthill,  Mrs.  J.  H.  Neyins.  Mrs.  Dr.  J.  N.  Hume, 

Mrs.  J.  Bacon,  Mrs.  W.  Greene. 

SACRAMENTO. 
Rey.  N.  R.  Peck,  Chairman. 
Rer.  J.  8.  McDonald,  Secretary.  Dr.  R.  H.  McDonald,  Treasurer. 

REPRESENTATIVES   OF  VARIOUS  ARMY  COMMITTEES. 

Stockton :  Austin  Sperry,  Chairman,        Shasta:  Rey.  Mr.  Macomber. 

Napa :  George  Goodman.  a^.    ^,^^ .  f  Dr.  Bayle, 

„         „,     j  Rev.  Mr.  Brodt,  '^'^  ^^^- 1  Rey.  Mr.  Anthony. 

Marysvtue:  ^  ^^  Hudson.  r.  ( Mrs.  Corries, 

St.Jo8S:  Rey.  Lucius  Hamilton,  i^onora,    ^^^^  Street. 

Santa  Clara :  Prof.  Bannister.  rr  ?     jlt        /  Rev*  Mr.  Palmer, 

iVero^fa.- J.  N.  Turner.  Colurnbta,    ^  Mrs.  Parsons. 

Benicia:  Rey.  Dr.  Woodbridge.  SmatisviUe:  Mrs.  Simpson. 

VaU^'o:  Rev.  N.  B.  Klink.  Red  Bluff :  Rey.  Mr.  Hurd. 

Hedldsbnrg:  Mr.  Wilson.  71.  t^   /  Re^-  Mr.  McDougal, 

jyj  .^nu.    /  Rev.  C.  C.  Wallace,  ^*^^- \  Rey.  Mr.  Cain. 

ruKcviue.    ^  j^j.g  ^  g  ^^j^  CopperopoUs:  Judge  Rodgers. 

CenireoiUe:  Rey.  B.  M.  Seymour.  m^,^%^,.,    /Judge  Ayers, 

Petaiuma:  Prof.  Lippett.  Murpneys.    ^^^.  ^  pierpont. 
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IfEVAJDA. 

NEVADA  BRANCH  U.  8.  CHRISTIAN  COMMISSION.— HEADQUARTERS : 

VIRGINU  CITY. 
Rey.  Frftnklin  Rising,  Virginia,  Pret.  of  Ex,  Com, 
Rev.  0.  Whittaker,  Gold  Hill,  Secretary, 
Rey.  C.  V.  Anthony,  Virginia.  Wm.*M.  Stuart,  " 

Rey.  D.  H.  Palmer,  •«  Simon  FrAer,  " 

T.  H.  Pinkerton,  "  Rey.  W.  W.  Macomber,  Gold  Hill 

W.  W.  Winton,  ««  F.  P.  Ball,  «« 

J.  B.  Winters,  Gold  HilL 
Rey.  A.  F.  White,  Chainuan  of  Canon  Commiitse. 
Capt.  Cheeyer,  *•  Ophir  *< 

Hon.  Judge  Haydon,  *'  Dayton         " 

Rey.  H.  McGrath,      ««        ^      Woihoe        ** 

OREGON  BRANCH  U.   8.  CHRISTIAN  COMMISSION.— HEADQUARTERS: 

PORTLAND. 
Rey.  J.  H.  Atkinson,  Pretideni. 
Rey.  O.  8.  Framber,  Secretary,    ' 
W.  8.  Ladd,  Treatwer, 
3,  N.  Dolph,  J.  R.  Weeks,  H.  W.  Corbett, 

Rey.  D.  Rutledge,  Rey.  P.  S.  Caffrey,  Rey.  S.  Cornelius. 

REPESENTATIVES  OF  VARIOUS  ARMY  COMMITTEES. 

Jacksonville:  Rey.  Mr.  Miller.  e^7^«    /Rey.  D.  Leslie, 

Boeehurg:  Rey.  D.  L.  Spalding.  ^^^^^'  \  Mr.  Parrish. 

Eugene  CUy:  Rey.  Mr.  Lewis.  MeiRnnviUe:  Rey.  George  Chandler. 

CorvalUt:  Rey.  Mr.  Wylie.  Foreet  Cfrove:  Rey.  Mr.  March. 

Albany :  Rey.  Mr.  Iryin.  "  j  ..^.^ ,    f  W.  L.  Adams, 

BrowntviUe:  Rey.  Mr.  Geary.  ^nona,  ^^^  ^^^^ 

LafaytUe:  Judge  Cowles.  The  DaUes:  Dr.  Steele. 
Oregon  City:  Rey.  Mr.  Steams. 

WASHINQTOir  TJEBBITOBT. 

FORT  VANCOUVER. 
Be?.  Mr.  Hindt.  Brig.  Gen.  Alyotd. 


BE  PORT. 


OEHEEAL  STATISTICS. 

The  trnst  committed  to  the  United  States  Christian  Commission 
has  been  large.  It  cannot  be  gathered  in  its  fullest  extent  and  pre* 
sented  in  tables.  Much  has  been  done  by  local  committees  who 
make  no  report  of  their  local  work.  Soldiers  have  been  benefited 
in  various  ways,  in  many  places  where  they  rendezvous  for  enrol- 
ment, encamp  for  instruction,  stop  in  passing  to  and  from  the  field, 
or  serve  on  guard;  chapels  have  been  built  and  furnished;  stores 
and  publications  received  and  distributed;  Thanksgiving  and  other 
repasts  for  the  sick  and  wounded  provided  and  served;  and  many 
other  things  done,  which,  if  added,  would  materially  increase  the 
amount  we  have  to  report  of  receipts,  distributions  and  work,  and 
diminish  somewhat  the  per  centage  of  expense,  as  it  has  all  been 
done  without  pay. 

From  the  principal  centres  of  supply  there  have  been  reported  as 
received  in  all,  up  to  January  1st,  1865— according  to  the  following 
tables,  four  millions  thirty  thousiuad  four  hundred  and  forty-one 
dollars,  and  eighty  cents, — ^viz : 

In  1862 $231,256  29 

"  1863 916,837  65 

"  1864 2,882,347  86 

04,030,441  go 

GENERAL  SUMMARY  OF  RECEIPTS  AND  VALUES  FOR  1864. 

Cash  receipts  of  central  and  branch  offices  for  1864 $1,297,755  28 

Hospital  Stores  donated  central  and  branch  offices  for  1864,     1,169,508  37 
Publications  donated  central  and  branch  offices  for  1864...         33,084  38 

Carried  over $2,500,848  03 
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Brought  over ,...  $2,600,348  03 

Bibles  and  Testaments  donated  by  tbe  American  Bible 

Society 72,114  83 

Value  of  volunteer  delegates'  services 169,920  00 

Value  of  railroad,  steamboat,  and  other  transportation  fa- 
cilities   106,765  00 

Value  of  telegr^h  facilities,  from  Maine  to  California 26,450  00 

Value  of  rents  of  warehouses  and  offices  donated  to  the 

Commission , 6,750  00 

Tdlal  values  for  1864. , , $2,882,347  86 

GKxVERAL  SUMMARY  OF  WORK  AND  DISTRIBUTION 
FOR  1864. 

Boxes  of  Hospital  stores  and  publications  distributed  during 

the  year 47,103 

Value  of  stores  dbtributed : $1,714,261  85 

Value  of  publications  distributed $446,574  26 

Value  of  stationery  distributed $24,834  71 

Value  of  205  chapels  and  chapel  tents  erected  during  last 

winter  and  the  pr^ent,  in  the  various  armies $1 14,359  78 

Copies  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  and  portions  of  Scrip- 
tures distributed  during  the  yekr 569,594 

Copies  of  Hymn  and  Psalm  Books  distributed  during  the 

year 489,247 

Copies  of  Knapsack  Books  distributed  during  the  year....  4,326,676 

Copies  of  bound  library  books  distributed  during  the  year  33,872 
Copies  of  magazines  and  pamphlets  distributed  during  the 

year 346,536 

Copies  of  religious,  weekly  and  monthly  newspapers  dis- 
tributed during  the  year 7,990,758 

Pages  of  tracts.. , 13,681,342 

Copies  of  "Silent  Comforters,"  ect 3,691 

Delegates  commissioned  during  the  year 2,217 

Aggregate  number  of  days  of  delegate  service 78,869 

Average  number  of  delegates  constantly  in  the  field- during 

the  year .-. 217 

Number  of  delegates,  in  the  field,  January  1, 1865 276 

Balance  of  cash  on  hand  at  the  central  office,  Jan.  1, 1865  $5,420  12 

Balance  on  hand  at  all  the  offices $116,315  71 

In  presenting  these  general  statistics,  it  gives  us  great  pleasure 
to  express  our  heartfelt  gratitude: 
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1.  First  of  all  for  the  Divine  favor  and  signal  providence  trace- 
able in  every  step  of  our  progress  from  first  to  last. 

2.  For  the  favor  of  the  government,  from  which  we  have  received 
extraordinary  facilities  and  many  cheering  words  of  commendation. 

3.  For  uniform  coiartesy  and  kindness  from  officers  of  the  army 
and  navy,  military  and  medical,  and  the  hearty  co-operation  of  " 
chaplains. 

4.  For  very  many  facilities  afforded  by  Railway,  Steamboat,  Ex-l 
press  and  Telegraph  Companies,  in  passing  delegates,  transporting 
supplies  and  transmitting  messages. 

5.  For  the  generous  confidence  and  support  of  the  people,  the 
large  contributions  by  individuals  and  Corporations  from  ^10,000 
down ;  the  untiring  co-apersktion  of  our  noble  women,  in  Ladies' 
Christian  Commissions,  Aid  societies,  and  other  Associations  ;  the 
gifts  of  the  children ;  the  substantial  remembrances  from  missiona- 
ries in  heathen  lands ;  and  all  that  has  come  from  every  quarter  to  " 
sustain  and  supply  the  work  in  the  army  and  navy. 

6.  For  the  continued  large  grants  of  the  sacred  Scriptures  from 
the  American  Bible  Society. 

7.  And  finally,  for  the  voluntary  unpaid  services  of  more  than 
two  thousand  ministers  and  laymen  who  have  gone  as  delegates  and 
ministered  to  the  sick  and  wounded,  and  labored  amongst  the  strong 
in  the  spirit  of  our  Divine  Lord  and  Master. 

For  all  this  we  can  only  say  that  we  are  profoundly  thankful,  and 
that  all  has  been  accepted  as  a  sacred  trust,  which  we  have  sought 
to  apply  to  the  greatest  possible  benefit  of  those,  and  those  only, 
for  whom  it  was  committed  to  us. 


OEHEBAL  HISTOBT. 

I. — ENLARGEMENT    OF  THE   COMMISSION. 

Li  the  course  of  the  year,  the  General  Commission  has  been  in- 
creased from  .twelve  members  to  forty-eight,  and  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee from  five  to  fourteen ;  two  Secretaryships  have  been  added, — 
one  for  Home  Organization,  the  other  for  Field  Organization. 

In  this  connection,  several  things  are  worthy  to  be  specially 
noted :— ^ 

1.  The  fact  that  aq  enlargement  of  the  Commission  was  neces- 
sary, to  have  it  in  keeping  with  the  increase  of  trust  and  of  work. 
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2.  That  there  has  heen  no  change  of  purpose  or  principles. 

8.  That  the  increase  of  trust  and  work  which  made  an  increase 
of  the  Commission  necessary,  is  attributahle,  under  Divine  favor, 
mainly  to  a  steady  adherence  to  the  original  object  and  plan — ^that 
of  giving  personal  relief  and  benefit  to  the  soldiers  and  sailors,  in 
soul  and  body,  by  the  direct  ministrations  and  distributions  of  Chris- 
tians, sent  for  the  purpose,  as  voluntary  unpaid  laborers  to  camps, 
battle-fields,  hospitals,  posts  and  vessels. 

4.  That  the  Christian  Commission  was  the  first  national  agency 
in  the  field  for  giving  direct  personal  special  relief  to  the  soldiers 
and  sailors,  and  first  in  the  employment  of  unpaid  voluntary  Chris- 
tian service. 

5.  In  recording  the  later  and  greater  numbers  and  works  of  the 
delegates,  the  earlier  ought  never  to  be  overlooked  or  forgotten. 
The  pioneers  are  worthy  of  first  honors.  The  necessity  for  this 
work  for  the  bodies  and  souls  of  pur  citizen  soldiers  and  sailors,  was 
seen  tod  felt,  and  in  some  measure  met  by  army  committees  of 
Young  Men's  Christian  Associations  in  the  first  stages  of  the  war. 
It  commenced  in  the  camps  of  rendezvous  before  the  first  soldiers 
started  for  the  field,  and  was  pursued  at  their  stopping-places  by 
the  way,  and  in  railway  cars  as  they  went,  and  onward  through  the 
very  first  bloody  scenes  of  the  war.  Delegates  went  from  New  York 
to  minister  to  the  wounded  of  the  first  battle  of  Bull  Run,  General 
Lyon*s  command  in  Missouri  was  followed  in  the  Holla  campaign 
by  delegates  from  Chicago ;  and  whei^,  on  their  return  march,  the 
poisoned,  the  sick,  and  the  wounded,  were  left  scattered  by  the  way, 
they  found  them, — and  when  every  thing  else  was  exhausted,  these 
delegates  gave  them  the  cup  of  cold  water — not  easily  to  be  had 
pure  and  unpoisoned — in  the  name  of  Christ,  the  best  of  all  gifts  to 
men  with  fevered  lips,  burning  frames,  and  swollen  wounds.  Gene- 
ral Grant  was  also  followed  in  his  earliest  campaigns  by  delegates, 
with  their  stores,  publications,  and  personal  ministrations.  With 
his  own  hand  General  Grant  wrote  the  pass  and  order  for  trans- 
portation for  Rev.  Robert  Patterson,  D.D.,  and  his  companions, 
who,  with  Messrs.  B.  F.  Jacobs  and  D.  L.  Moody — names  inscribed 
often  since  on  the  records  of  the  Commission — ministered  to  the 
wounded  at  Fort  Donelson.  The  Peninsular  Campaign  under 
General  McClellan  called  out  a  large  number  of  our  eastern  clergy- 
men and  laymen  as  delegates. 


MEANS  AND  MEASURES   AT  HOME.  17 

The  call  for  the  Convention  by  which  the  U.  S.  Christian  Com- 
mission was  organized  grew  out  of  this  work ;  and  the  Commission 
was  formed  for  the  purpose  of  systematizing,  and  developing  it.. 

These  early  beginnings  of  the  work  of  the  Christian  Commission 
bear  all  the  characteristics  of  the  later,  even  as  the  rills  which  feed 
and  form  the  river,  are,  in  every  element,  the  same  as  the  river  it- 
self. This  has  not  always  been  'Understood.  Some  have  supposed 
that  physical  relief,  and  the  sending  of  stores,  was  an  after-thought, 
and  not  embraced  in  the  original  plan  of  the  Commission;  and 
therefore  we  record  it,  that  the  plan  of  sending  Christian  men  sup- 
plied for  thw  work,  as  a  voluntary  relief  corps,  was  one  of  the 
main  ideas  in  the  formation  of  the  Christian  Commission,  which 
was  the  first  national  agency  to  adopt  it. 


n. — MEANS  AND  MEASURES  AT  HOME. 

Four  things  have  worked  together  to  increase  the  resources  of 
the  Commission  during  the  year : — 

1.  The  testimony  of  the  soldiers  from  the  field. 

2.  The  testimony  of  returned  delegates,  and  their  voluntary  work 
at  home. 

3.  The  emergencies  of  the  field. 

4.  The  pressure  at  home. 

The  influence  of  the  soldiers'  testimony,  in  inducing  contributions, 
cannot  easily  be  over-estimated.  They  themselves  are  not  at  all 
aware  of  its  extent.  Much  of  it  is  incidental  and  undesigned,  and 
all  of  it  spontaneous  and  unsought.  The  whole-souled,  soldiery 
commendations  of  the  sick  and  wounded  in  hospital  to  visitors,  when 
occasion  serves;  the  stories  of  benefits,  witnessed  or  received,  told 
by  the  re-enlisted  veterans,  home  on  furlough  last  winter;  the  let- 
ters of  the  living  and  well,  paper  and  envelopes  for  five  millions 
having  been  furnished  to  the  soldiers  by  the  Commission  during  the 
year;  and  the  letters  for  the  disabled  and  dying — a  thousand  such 
were  written  in  six  days  by  delegates  of  the  Commission  after  the 
battle  of  Nashville, — ^all  have  gone  to  swell  the  volunie  of  the  sol- 
diers* testimony  for  the  Christian  Commission. 

The  testimony  of  returned  delegates,  with  their  voluntary  service 
at  home,  after  having  served  in  the  field  for  no  other  pay  than  the 
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soldiers'  blessing,  has  done  much  to  aid  also  in  enlarging  the  means 
of  the  Commission. 

The  emergencies  of  the  year  need  only  to  be  remembered,  and 
the  power  of  their  resistless  appeals  in  swelling  the  gifts  of  the  peo- 
ple will  be  appreciated. 

Not  so,  however,  perhaps,  the  pressure  at  home,  which  at  one 
time  was  heavy  and  threatening,  but  was  turned  by  the  good  hand 
of  God  into  a  means  of  largely  increasing  the  tide  of  beneficence  to 
the  Christian  Commission.     This  must  be  more  fully  stated. 

The  work  of  last  winter  drew  heavily.  A  hundred  and  more 
Chapel  Stations,  Out-Stations,  and  Brigade  Chapels,  with  more  than 
two  hundred  men  as  distributors,  as  well  as  preachers,  made  daily 
demands  updn  the  resources  of  the  Commission.  Spring  came  with 
its  calls  for  battle-field  stores,  teams,  wagons,  and  other  appliances 
for  the  great  movements  and  battles.  The  treasury  of  the  Com- 
mission was  empty.  There  was  not  a  dollar  in  it  more  than  enough 
to  meet  outstanding  obligations.  The  great  Fairs  were  in  progress* 
All  interest  seemed  to  be  centred  in  them.  The  public  appeared 
to  be  pressed  into  forgetfulness  of  the  Christian  Commission  and 
its  wants. 

Good  men  saw  this  and  were  moved.  It  was  God's  hand  for  good. 
By  this  state  of  things  the  question  was  pressed  upon  thousands 
who  had  never  before  manifested  interest  in  the  matter,  as  to  what 
the  Christian  Commission  should  do,  with  an  empty  treasury,  a 
great  work  in  progress,  and  an  emergency  unparalleled  upon  it. 
What  could  be  done?  Must  the  field  be  abandoned?  Must  the 
delegate  work  cease,  the  name  of  Christ  be  dishonored,  the  soldiers 
left  to  perish  in  their  blood,  and  pass  away  with  none  to  point  them 
to  Jesus? 

The  broad  question,  thus  providentially  pressed,  soon  eventuated 
in  remarkable  things.  In  Philadelphia,  Christian  gentlemen  not 
connected  with  the  Commission — some  of  them  prominent  in  other 
agencies  for  the  soldiers — appealed,  through  the  papers,  to  the 
public,  to  come  forward  to  the  support  of  the  Christian  Commission. 
The  ladies  manifested  equal  interest.  In  other  places  subscriptions 
were  volunteered.  Large  contributions  were  made  by  Banking, 
Railway  and  other  corporations,  and  by  individuals;  and  invitations 
came  from  far  and  near,  even  from  the  Pacific  Coast,  for  those  who 
could  tell  the  story  of  the  army  work,  to  come  and  receive  the  will- 
ing contributions  of  the  people.     Besides  these  and  other  generous 
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manifestations,  two  plans  of  national  breadth  were  proposed,  entirely 
distinct^  by  persons  separated  by  the  Alleghenies,  and  by  equal  ex- 
tremes of  church  communion,  but  with  hearts  beating  in  unison  for 
the  cause  of  Christ  and  the  soldier.  One  plan  was  that  of  a  national 
subscription,  with  the  aim  of  raising  half  a  million  of  dollars.  The 
other  was  that  of  Ladies'  Christian  Commissions  with  the  object  of 
enlisting  all  evangelical  congregations  in  an  organized  system  of 
contributions  and  work.  The  first  promised  instant  and  ample  aid 
in  the  great  emergency;  the  second  proposed  a  steady  income  for 
future  expanded  operations. 


The  Hational  Subscription. 

The  suggestion  came  from  a  "Western  merchant,  accompanied  by 
the  ofier  of  $5,000  in  aid  of  it,  and  was  gladly  j^dopted.  Other 
like  sums  were  ofiered.  A  public  meeting  was  called.  The  church 
of  the  Epiphany,  in  Philadelphia,  where  it  was  held,  was  densely 
filled.  Bishop  McHvaine,  of  Ohio,  presided.  Gentlemen  of  New 
Tork,  Boston,  Brooklyn,  and  Philadelphia,  addressed  the  meeting. 
The  utmost  enthusiasm  prevailed.  Fifty  thousand  dollars  were 
given  and  pledged,  and  the  amcrunt  was  afterwards  largely  in* 
creased. 

In  Pittsburg,  a  similar  meeting  was  held,  which  resulted  in  about 
thirty  thousand  dollars.  In  Boston,  the  generous  enthusiasm  was, 
if  possible,  greater;  and  in  many  other  places,  meetings  were  held, 
and  the  people  vied  with  each  other  in  liberality.  The  results  can- 
not be  accurately  stated.  Other  contributions  were  inseparably 
mingled  with  these  subscriptions.  The  Christian  Commission  was 
borne  through  this  unwonted  pressure,  and  a  new  impulse  was  re- 
ceived for  permanent  progress. 


Ladies*  ChriBtian  Commissions. 

The  idea  of  organizing  in  each  evangelical  congregation  an 
auxiliary  Commission,  and  engaging,  if  possible,  every  man,  woman^ 
and  child  as  contributing  members,  was  suggested  by  an  Eastern 
clergyman  in  charge  of  a  large  city  parish.  Adopting  this  idea, 
another  no  less  important  was  added  to  it — ^that  of  identifying  the 
Christian  women  of  the  nation  with  the  Commission,  more  fully. 
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By  organising  each  oongregation^  with  a  central  committee  of  la- 
dies in  each  city,  or  other  large  community,  many  more  contributing 
members  would  be  secured  than  by  any  other  plan,  and  a  large  in- 
come from  membership  fees  alone  would  be  secured.  By  identify- 
ing the  Christian  women  of  the  nation  with  the  Christian  Commis- 
sion in  name,  justice  only  would  be  done  to  them,  and  by  securing 
their  systematic  co-operation,  the  Commission  would  receive  addi- 
tional aid  of  great  value.  Additional  contributions  over  and  above 
membership  fees  might  be  solicited  by  them,  and  work  for  the  sol- 
4iers  done,  clothing  prepared,  delicacies  gathered,  and  many  other 
things  more  effectually  secured  than  would  be  otherwise  possible. 

These  ideas  were  embodied  under  the  title  of  ^^  Ladies*  Chris- 
tian Commissions."     Distinctly  re-stated,  the  main  features  are: 

1.  Organization  in  each  evangelical  congregation. 

'2.  An  annual  membership,  embracing  all  ages  and  both  sexes. 

6.  An  annual  fee  of  one  dollar  for  each  member. 

4.  The  solicitation  of  contributions  in  money  and  stores,  and 
the  preparation  of  clothing  and  delicacies  for  distribution  in  the 
field. 

The  introduction  of  this  plan  to  the  public  followed  immediately 
that  of  the  National  Subscription.  A  meeting  was  held  for  the 
purpose  in  Concert  Hall,  I^ladelphia,  the  next  morning  after  that 
at  the  Church  of  the  Epiphany.  Bishop  Simpson  presided.  Bishop 
Mcllvaine,  Rev.  Dr.  Elirk,  and  others  addressed  the  ladies.  The 
plan  was  adopted,  a  committee  of  one  hundred  ladies  appointed  to 
carry  out  the  plan  in  Philadelphia,  and  to  memorialize  the  Chris- 
tian women  of  the  nation,  urging  its  general  adoption.  This  meet, 
ing  was  followed  by  others.  The  memorial  was  published  in  the 
religious  papers,  and  a  small  pamphlet  was  issued  containing  the 
outlines  of  the  plan.  In  every  city  and  church  where  this  plan  has 
been  fairly  and  fully  presented,  it  has  found  favor,  and  by  its  re- 
sults its  wisdom  has  been  justified.  As  yet,  however,  scarcely 
more  than  a  good  beginning  has  been  made.  Its  general  extension 
would  secure  very  great  benefits.  The  Commission,  therefore^ 
would  respectfully,  but  earnestly  urge  the  friends  of  the  cause  to 
press  the  matter  in  all  suitable  ways  until  Christian  women  every 
where  have  been  thoroughly  enlisted  and  organized,  and  the  great 
mass  of  worshippers  shall  have  membership  in  the  Commission.  A 
million  of  members  would  bring  a  miUian  of  doQare  annudUy  m 
mernbership  feee  alone  j  and  dovbUets  dUo  as  much  more  m  eontribu' 
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tianij  and  there  are  more  than  a  million^  unquestionably,  who  would 
willingly  become  members,  if  the  opportunity  should  be  offered 
th«m. 

The  Mission  to  the  Paoifle  Coast 

Invitations  had  often  been  given  the  Christian  Commission  to 
send  representatives  to  the  Pacific  coast.  The  mission  had  long 
been  determined  upon.  Delay  had  been  occasioned  by  the  difficulty 
of  securing  the  delegates  desired.  Early  in  the  year,  however,  Rev. 
Hobert  Patterson,  D.D.,  and  Bev.  George  J.  Mingins  were  induced 
to  go.  At  the  same  time  it  happened,  in  the  good  providence  of 
God  for  us,  that  Mrs.  CoL  S.  M.  Bowman,  formerly  residing  in 
San  Francisco,  was  going  there  on  business,  and  kindly  consented 
to  do  what  she  could,  while  there,  for  the  Commission. 

To  human  view,  the  time  was  very  unpropitious.  Drought  affect- 
ing disastrously  both  agricultural  and  mining  interests,  a  jEall 
in  mining  stocks  producing  unusual  commercial  pressure,  the  large 
sums  already  given  through  another  channel,  and  the  pre-occupa- 
tion  of  the  public  mind,  all  combined  to  render  it  doubtful  whe- 
ther the  representatives  of  the  Christian  Commission  would  be 
heard. 

God's  hand  opened  the  way,  however ;  they  were  heard,  and  the 
people  responded  most  nobly.  After  a  meeting  of  prominent  gen- 
tlemen, and  a  private  hearing  and  conference,  a  public  meeting  was 
called  in  Piatt's  Hall,  followed  by  a  second  and  a  third — three  in 
ten  days.  Ten  thousand  dollars  in  gold  was  contributed,  and  thus 
the  Commission  was  fairly  introduced. 

A  Branch  was  formed,  entitled  "  The  Pacific  Christian  Commis- 
sion," J.  B.  Roberts,  Esq.,  Chairman;  and  also  the  "Ladies'  Chris^ 
tian  Commission  of  the  Pacific,"  of  which  Mrs.  Col.  Bowman  was 
President  while  she  remained  on  the  coast,  succeeded  by  Mrs.  Dr. 
Mary  E.  Keeney,  whose  husband  is  Medical  Director  in  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  Pacific. 

Thus  begun,  the  work  went  on.  The  representatives  of  the 
Commission  were  every  where  welcomed  with  the  heartiness  for 
which  the  people  of  the  Pacific  coast  are  famed,  and  with  a  liberality 
quite  unexpected  under  the  circumstances. 

The  ladies  of  San  Francisco  held  a  Fair,  from  which  every  thing 
objectionable  was  excluded,  and  raised  in  it  over  fifty  thousand 
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dollars,  currency.  Stockton,  Napa,  Sacramento,  Petaluma,  each^ 
by  festival  or  fair,  added  to  the  increasing  contributions  of  the 
coast.  Money  was  given  at  the  polls  in  some  places.  In  Oregon 
and  Nevada,  auxiliaries  were  formed,  and  liberal  contributions 
made.  At  the  close  of  the  year,  the  aggregate  of  all  given  on  the 
coast,  transmitted  to  the  Central  OflBce  in  Philadelphia,  amounted 
to  $117,447  67.  As  this  passes  through  the  press,  we  hear  of 
$5,500  from  the  Sandwich  Islands. 

Two  measures  for  increased  and  permanent  income  have  been 
adopted,  which  promise  well  for  the  future:  subscriptions,  payable 
monthly,  for  sums  varying  from  fifty  cents  to  one  hundred  dollars; 
and  Ladies'  Christian  Commissions  organized  in  every  community, 
and  in  the  larger  places,  in  every  congregation.  In  many  places 
these  two  measures  have  been  combined. 

The  Delegates  have  returned,^and,  in  their  place.  Rev.  C.  P. 
Lyford  and  Rev.  H.  D.  Lathrop  have  been  sent,  welcomed,  and  are 
noV  happily  pursuing  the  work  so  well  begun  by  their  prede- 
cessors. 

Other  Branches 
have  been  formed  during  the  year,  in  Albany,  Brooklyn,  Cleveland, 
Toledo,  Buffalo,  Hartford,  New  Haven,  Milwaukee,  Utica,   and 
Troy,  together  with  many  important  auxiliaries  in  other  sections  of 
the  country. 

A  Thanksgiving-Day  Appeal 

was  issued,  and  responded  to  extensively  and  liberally  by  the 
churches  in  all  parts  of  the  country. 

We  have  enumerated  these  various  means  and  measures  at  home, 
not  as  the  adequate  causes  of  increase  of  our  resources  during  the 
year;  for  they  have  not  been  so.  These  lie  back  of  all  means  and 
measures,  in  the  favor  of  God  and  the  people,  and  are  our  reliance 
for  the  future. 

m.— FIELD  ORGANIZATION. 

To  place  the  field  in  its  Divisions,  workers,  appliances,  labor  and 

distributions,  under  the  eye  at  once,  we  give  the  following  concise 

statement: 

Divisions  of  the  Army  Field. 

GiKBBAL.     1.  Armies  near  Richmond. 

2.  Army  in  the  Shenandoah  VaUey. 

8.  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  &o.,  &o.,  inolading  General  Sherman's 
Army. 
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4.  Armiee  along  the  Soaihem  Mississippi. 
6.  Armies  in  Missoori,  Arkansas  and  Kansas. ' 
6.  The  NaTj,  Sonthem  coast  and  Gnll^  supplied  from  New  Tork. 
Spioial.     Stations,  and  Corps  organisations. 

A  station  in  each  great  army  centre,  when  the  army  is  at  rest ;  and 

a  moving  organization- in  each  corps  when  the  army  moves. 
Out  stations  to  meet  wants  of  various  sections. 
Permanent  stations  in  all  great  permanent  centres. 

Ken  and  Women  for  the  Field. 

1.  AosMTS. — ^Permanent — ^paid. 

One  field  agent  for  each  general  division,  five  in  all,  with  assistants  in  the  larger 
fields. 

One  station  agent  or  corps  captain  for  each  station  or  corps  organization,  with 
teamsters. 

.2.  Dblboatxs  for  six  weeks,  or  longer,  unpaid;  from  two  to  ten  at  each  station, 
as  needed ;  and  at  City  Point,  forty  to  fifty.  Three  hundred  the  full  corps.  Over 
thirty-seven  hundred  have  served  since  the  beginning  of  the  war. 

8.  Manaobrs  or  Dibt  Kitohbns. — About  seventy  ladies  employed. 

4-  A  S^PEBiNTENDBNT  OF  SoBiPTu&s  DiSTBiBUTiON  in  cach  of  three  Districts, 
Eastern,  Western,  and  Southern,  paid  by  the  American  Bible  Society,  subsisted 
by  the  Christian  Commission. 

Appliances. 

1.  Barrack  Chapels,  store  and  subsistence  rooms  at  permanent  camps. 

2.  Chapel,  store  and  subsistence  tents,  at  all  movable  stations. 

8.  Churches,  houses,  &c.,  detailed  by  government,  at  most  permanent  stations. 

4.  Wagons  and  teams,  four-horse,  for  each  moving  organization;  two-horse  for 
toch  stations  as  require  them. 

5.  Special  diet  kitchens  in  field-hospitals,  managed  under  direction  of  the  Sur- 
geons, by  Christian  Conunission  lady  managers. 

Labors.. 

1.  Hospital — ^Preaching;  prayer-meetings;  personal  intercourse  with  soldiers; 
and  distribution  of  tracts,  papers,  and  comforts  of  various  kinds. 

2.  Field. — The  same-— at  all  stations,  and  along  the  lines;  at  isolated  posts, 
batteries,  etc. 

8.  Battle-field  work. 

4.  Individual  relief,  aid  and  information,  at  special  request. 

6.  Forwarding  home  money  for  soldiers  in  service,  and  effects  of  deceased  sol* 
diers. 

6.  Managing  Special  Diet  Kitchens,  under  the  medical  authorities. 

What  is  Distributed. 

Battle-field,  hospital,  and  special  diet  kitchen  stores;  such  as  shirts,  drawers, 
socks,  handkerchiefs,  towels,  bandages,  lint,  farina,  corn-starch,  crackers,  cor- 
dials, dried  fruits,  canned  fruits,  fresh  apples,  grapes,  peaches,  etc.,  onions,  pota- 
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toei,  ice,  syrups,  jellies,  piokles,  eto.,  Janudc*  ginger,  condensed  milk,  etc.,  Bibles 
for  hospitals  and  Bible  classes;  Testaments  to  all  soldiers;  Scriptures  in  German, 
French,  and  other  foreign  languages;  gunboat  libraries,  hospital  libraries,  sol- 
diers* books,  weekly  and  monthly  religious  papers :  over  six  hundred  and  fiftj 
thousand  a  month;  tracts,  "Silent  Comforter,*'  etc. 

A  Special  Diet  KitclieiL  Service 

has  been  organized  during  the  year,  and  is  quite  successful. 

Early  in  the  year,  a  plan  was  submitted  by  Mrs.  Annie  Witten- 
myer,  State  Agent  for  Iowa,  accepted  and  commended  both  by  the 
Western  Medical  authorities  of  the  army,  and  the  Western  Field 
Agency  and  Branches  of  the  Commission.  Its  main  features  were 
the  following,  viz. : 

1.  That  special  diet  kitchens  be  separated  from  the  general 
kitchens  of  the  hospitals,  and  for  the  low  diet  patients  only. 

2.  To  be  Government  kitchens,  controlled  and  supplied  by  the 
medical  authorities  of  the  hospitals. 

3.  Furniture  and  supplies  necessary,  but  not  provided  by  Govern- 
ment, to  be  supplied  by  the  Commission. 

4.  Christian  ladies  to  manage  them ;  to  be  selected  and  sustained 
by  the  Commission. 

After  due  consideration  the  plan  was  adopted  for  the  West,  and 
Western  Branches  and  Agents  were  authorized  to  carry  it  out,  in 
conjunction  with  Mrs.  Wittenmyer,  who  was  charged  with  the  ge- 
neral superintendence  of  the  service,  and  also  with  the  selection  of 
managers  for  the  kitchens. 

Ladies  of  prudence,  culture,  and  self-denial,  were  selected;  the 
authorities  gave  approval  and  commendation  in  strong  terms ;  the 
poor,  suffering  soldiers  were  delighted,  and  the  good  done  in  the 
West  was  so  great  and  so  manifest,  that  it  seemed  highly  desirable 
to  extend  the  system  to  the  Eastern  hospitals.  This  is  now  in 
progress.  A  beginning  has  been  made  in  the  field  before  Rich- 
mond, and  at  Washington  City. 

The  details  of  this  plan  and  its  progress  will  be  found  in  the  in. 
teresting  statement  given  among  the  reports  following,  by  Mrs. 
Wittenmyer,  also  in  letters  and  orders  from  the  President,  Secre- 
•of  War,  Surgeon-General,  Assistant  Surgeon-General,  and  others. 
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Superintendenoe  of  Seriptnra  DistribntioiL 

A  joint  agency  between  the  American  Bible  Society  and  the 
United  States  Christian  Commission  was  determined  upon,  after 
much  deliberation  and  mutual  conference. 

The  proposition  made  to  the  Commission  by  Rev.  Dr.  Taylor, 
one  of  the  Corresponding  Secretaries  of  the  Bible  Society,  embraced 
the  following  points: — 

1.  A  division  of  the  army,  for  the  desired  purpose,  into  three 
fields:  Eastern,  Western,  and  Southern. 

2.  The  appointment  of  an  agent  for  each  field,  selected  by  mu- 
tual consultation,  and  commissioned  by  both  the  Society  and  the 
Commission. 

3.  The  work  of  Scripture  distribution  to  be  done,  as  heretofore, 
by  delegates,  chaplains,  and  other  good  men,  but  superintended  and 
reported  by  these  agents,  in  consultation  with  the  field  agents  in 
each  District. 

The  proposition  was  accepted  and  adopted.  Resolutions  were 
passed,  expressing  appreciation  of  the  facts  presented  by  Dr.  Tay- 
lor ;  gratitude  for  the  large  grants  made  and  the  generous  confi- 
dence shown  the  Commission  by  the  American  Bible  Society;  thank- 
fulness to  God  for  His  providence  in  filling  the  treasury  of  the  So- 
ciety, and  to  the  people  for  their  generous  gifts  to  it. 

Rev.  Wm.  H.  Gilbert  was  appointed  and  commissioned  for  the 
Eastern  District,  and  sent  at  once  to  the  field.  Rev.  W.  F.  Baird 
has  since  been  commissioned  for  the  Western  District,  and  a  suita- 
ble man,  it  is  confidently  expected,  will  soon  be  sent  to  New  Orleans 
for  the  Southern  District. 

It  is  a  remarkable  fact,  that  the  most  urgent  cry  from  the  army 
has  always  been  for  the  Word  of  God.  Popular  books  of  deep  in- 
terest and  real  worth  have  been  sent,  but  none  have  found  favor 
like  the  Sacred  Scriptures.  The  supply  has  never  kept  pace  with 
the  demand.  From  the  first,  the  distribution  would  have  justified 
distinct  superintendency.  Recording  and  reporting  the  work,  .with 
its  incidents,  demanded  it.  All  the  Commission  has  been  able, 
until  now,  to  do,  has  been  to  give  it  place  in  common  with  book, 
newspaper,  and  tract  distribution.  Now,  happily,  the  demand  will 
be  more  adequately  supplied,  plans  more  perfectly  laid  and  carried 
out,  and  the  work  more  distinctly  recorded  and  reported. 
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IndiTidnal  Sdie£ 

Special  arrangements  have  been  made  during  the  year  to  meet 
the  requests  of  friends  at  home  in  reference  to  soldiers  in  the 
field:— 

1.  For  relief  or  attention  to  particular  soldiers. 

2.  For  information  concerning  particular  soldiers. 

In  most  cases,  the  Commission  can  quicklj  reach  and  relieve  par- 
ticular sufiering  soldiers  with  such  supplies  of  clothing  or  delica- 
cies, and  such  Christian  care  as  a  brother  or  father  would  give,  if 
on  the  spot  with  the  means  to  do  it. 

Many  thousands  of  suffering  ones  in  the  field  have  been  attended 
to  at  the  request  of  their  friends,  and  many  anxious  hearts  at  home 
have  been  relieved  by  intelligence  from  absent  ones,  obtained  in 
response  to  special  inquiry  about  them. 

Arrangements  have  also  been  made  for  the  reception  and  trans- 
mission of  money  from  soldiers  to  their  friends,  by  express.  And 
a  large  amount  has  been  safely  sent  home  for  the  soldiers  during 
the  year. 

IV.— FIELD  WORK. 
The  Delegates. 

In  specifying  and  explaining  the  systematic  arrangements  of  the 
field,  there  is  danger  that  the  work  done,  aiid  the  delegates  who  do 
most  of  it,  with  no  other  pay  than  the  blessing  of  those  benefited 
and  saved,  and  the  smiles  of  God  and  of  conscience,  will  lose  that 
prominence  in  our  estimation,  which  is  justly  their  due.  They,  in 
truth,  form  the  great  feature  of  our  army  work. 

The  whole  number  of  delegates  sent  during  the  year,  has  been 
two  thousand  two  hundred  and  seventeen. 

The  average  number  at  all  times  in  the  field  has  been  two  hun- 
dred and  seventeen. 

The  cost  of  their  outfit  and  maintenance,  while  in  service,  has 
been  at  the  rate  of  three  hundred  and  nineteen  dollars  for  each 
year's  labor. 

This  is  a  very  small  cost  for  the  services  of  such  men.  Many  of 
them  are  ministers,  lawyers,  physicians,  merchants,  and  others  of 
the  first  rank  in  their  respective  lines  of  life,  and  all  of  them  are 
men  accepted  for  their  character  and  ability  for  usefulness. 
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The  value  of  dieir  seryioeB  cannot,  however,  be  computed  by  any 
home  standard.  Their  various  works,  extraordinary  facilities  and 
incentives,  and  the  condition  and  character  of  the  men  amongst 
whom  they  labor,  must  all  be  taken  into  the  account. 

Their  relief  work  is  of  inestimable  price.  They  are  present  in 
emergencies,  and  are  sent  and  supplied  on  purpose  to  meet  them. 
Special  cases,  requiring  physical  relief,  are  constantly  occurring, 
and  they  are  there  to  seek  them  out  and  relieve  them.  This  is  one 
of  the  kinds  of  work  the  delegates  do. 

Another  is  that  of  the  distribution  of  the  Scriptures  and  reading- 
matter  generally,  and  of  stores  to  those  in  want,  and  unable  to 
draw  from  Government. 

Another  is  that  of  writing  letters  for  the  disabled  and  dying,  or 
concerning  the  dead,  to  friends  at  home;  transmitting  messages, 
mementoes,  moneys  and  valuables;  giving  last  words,  telling  where 
buried,  and  how  the  grave  is  marked;  and  conveying  information 
which  never  could  have  been  received  but  for  them. 

Many  thousands  of  letters  have  been  written  by  them  during  the 
year ;  and,  by  this  means,  as  well  as  others,  they  have  formed  a 
living  link  between  the  army  and  the  home. 

Their  direct  work  of  winning  souls  to  Christ  by  preaching, 
prayer-meetings,  personal  conversations,  facilitated  and  enforced 
by  their  other  labors,  is  the  great  work  needed  and  sought  by  the  sol- 
diers, in  view  of  what  is  before  them,  and  in  remembrance  of  privi- 
leges left  behind  when  they  left  home  for  the  war;  and  is,  too,  the 
crowning  work  sought  and  done  by  the  delegates. 

Their  influence  for  good  to  the  soldiers  cannot  be  understood  by 
those  who  have  not  themselves  witnessed  it.  Coming  fresh  from 
home,  in  citizens'  dress,  full  of  home  sympathies,  with  physical 
energy  unworn,  zeal  strengthened  by  knowledge  that  their  stay 
must  be  short,  and  tbat  the  soldiers*  peril  is  great;  having  every 
facility  for  their  work — chapels  to  preach  in,  stores  and  publica- 
tions to  distribute,  quarters  at  the  best  possible  centres,  wagons 
and  teams  and  battle-field  supplies  to  go  with  when  the  army  moves 
and  fights,  and,  withal,  having  the  men  for  whom  they  labor  im- 
pressed in  advance  with  the  fact,  that  what  they  do  is  not  done  for 
pay,  nor  as  professional  duty,  but  for  the  love  they  bear  to  them 
and  to  Christ,  their  influence  could  not  but  have  unwonted  power, 
and  their  labor  a  value  above  price. 

Their  influence  in  keeping  up  the  tone  of  the  army  is  of  no  mean 
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yalae.  Nor  is  this  all;  for  when  they  return,  fresh  from  army 
ifork  and  revival  scenes,  invested  with  the  novelty  and  power  of 
what  they  have  seen  and  done,  then  their  influence  at  home  has  been 
increased,  the  sacred  fire  has  kindled  in  other  hearts,  and  spread 
until  homes  and  churches  have  been  made  glad  with  the  joy  of  sal- 
vation, and  many  tens  of  thousands  of  dollars  have  been  given,  for 
the  relief  and  benefit  of  the  soldiers,  to  the  Commission. 

Chapels  in  the  Army. 

The  year  opened  vriik  the  first  experim^t,  on  a  large  scale,  of 
chapel-work  in  the  army.  Chapel  tents  were  set  up  at  all  Chris- 
tian Commission  stations.  Special  measures  were  taken  to  enlist 
able  men,  pastors  and  others,  as  preachers  and  workers  in  these 
chapels. 

Chapel-roofs  of  canvas  were  furnished  by  the  Commission  to  chap- 
lains, one  for  each  brigade  willing  to  build  log  walls  for  a  chapeL 
Stoves  were  supplied  to  warm  them.  Scriptures  for  distribution, 
flymn-books  for  worship,  and  delegates  to  aid  chaplains  in  the 
services. 

Churches  were  opened  as  chapels  in  places  taken  by  our  forces. 

A  hundred  chapels,  in  all,  were  open  for  daily,  and  some  for 
thrice  daily  services,  and  every  one,  so  far  as  known,  was  visited 
by  power  from  on  High  in  numerous  conversions.  These  scenes 
continued  down  to  the  hour  when  the  men  moved  out  for  battle. 
Thousands  went,  fresh  from  revivals,  to  fight  and  fall  triumphant 
in  hope,  and  thousands  to  fight  and  live,  and  testify  to  the  power 
of  religion  to  carry  them  through  the  most  awfrd  scenes  of  strife 
and  danger. 

This  first  great  experiment  was  followed  by  a  second,  still  larger, 
when  winter  came  again.  The  chapels  were  increased,  both  in  num- 
ber and  siie.  Over  one  hundred  and  forty  have  been  provided, 
each  having  double  the  capacity  of  the  previous  ones,  and  some 
still  more.  They  are  filled  every  ev^ung,  and  several  times  on 
Sabbaths;  Tens  of  thousands  of  soldiers  gather  in  them  daily. 
They  are  the  comfortable  and  happy  places  for  the  soldiers.  Each 
one  is  a  radiant  centre  of  light  and  salvation.  It  is  impossible  to 
fix  the  number  who  will  date  a  new  life  begun  in  them. 

The  effect  of  these  religious  homes  in  the  army,  with  the  daily 
prayers  ascending,  is,  of  course,  great  and  happy.    Nothing  like  it 
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lias  ever  been  known  before,  and  it  is  the  result  solely  of  God's 
good  providence. 

Karohes  and  Battles. 

With  all  the  armies  the  Christian  Commission  has  had  delegates 
to  accompany  them  on  their  marches,  and  work  among  the  wounded 
on  their  battle-fields.  With  some  more,  and  others  less,  according 
to  circumstances. 

The  position  of  th6  armies  operating  against  Richmond,  favored 
the  presence  of  a  strong  delegation.  A  four-horse  wagon  and 
team,  with  stores,  and  from  six  to  ten  delegates,  accompanied  each 
Army  Corps  through  the  Wilderness,  and  onward  to  the  position 
occupied  on  the  Appomattox  and  James  rivers.  These  delegates 
were  present  to  aid  surgeons  in  relieving  the  sufiering,  and  to  point 
the  dying  to  Jesus,  in  the  battles  of  the  Wilderness,  Spottsylvania, 
North  Anna,  Chickahominy,  Cold  Harbor,  and  the  frequent  con- 
flicts before  Petersburg  and  Richmond.  j 

At  Belle  Plain  and  Fredericksburg,  at  one  time,  three  hundred 
and  fifty  delegates  were  busy  among  the  wounded  from  the  Wilder- 
ness and  Spottsylvania  night  and  day.  And  at  City  Point,  at 
times,  a  hundred  or  more  have  been  stationed. 

In  the  Army  of  the  James,  at  the  Railroad  and  Petersburg  de- 
fences, before  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  arrived,  a  full  delegation 
worked  with  great  efficiency. 

The  battles  in  the  Valley  of  the  Shenandoah,  fhe  wounded  ^f  our 
own  victorious  army  and  of  the  enemy,  from  the  battles  of  Win- 
chester, Fisher's  Hill,  and  Cedar  Creek,  were  ministered  to  by  a 
well-organized  band  of  delegates. 

The  combined  armies  in  Tennessee  and  Georgia  were  in  a  less 
favorable  position.  The  long,  single  line  of  railway  limited  all 
supplies,  even  of  provisions,  forage,  and  ammunition,  and  of  course 
cramped  the  facilities  of  voluntary  agencies.  Still  at  Dalton,  Re- 
saca,  Rocky-faced  Ridge,  Dallas,  Kenesaw,  Peachtree  Creek,  At- 
lanta, and  onward  to  Savannah,  representatives  of  the  Commission 
were  present,  to  bear  honorable  part  in  the  good  Samaritan  work 
of  that  wonderful  campaign. 

At  Franklin  and  Nashville,  a  work  of  unsurpassed  interest  was 
done.  The  Red  River  expedition  was  not  without  a  representation 
from  the  Commission.     The  fields  of  Price's  defeats  in  Missouri, 
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Little  Blue,  Fort  Scott,  and  Mine  Run,  were  fields  of  the  Commis- 
sion's work;  and  there  is  one  field  of  minor  importance  which  yet 
has  some  remarkable  facts  connected  with  it,  worthy  of  special 
mention. 

The  Konooaoy. 

The  battle  was  bloody,  though  the  forces  engaged  were  not  large. 
The  ways  to  the  field  from  Washington  and  Baltimore  were  closed 
by  the  presence  of  the  enemy.  Mean  while,  Mr.  Bantz,  of  the 
Christian  Commission  in  Frederick  City,  and  Miss  L.,  of  Philadel- 
phia, were  there  to  do  what  they  could. 

More  efiectually  to  relieve  the  wounded,  the  Secretary  of  War 
telegraphed  to  the  Vice  President  of  the  Pennsylvania  Central  Rail- 
way, to  request  the  Commission  to  send  delegates  and  stores  via 
Harrisburg  and  Gettysburg.  A  special  car  was  politely  offered  for 
the  service.  That  day  ten  or  twelve  delegates  came  on  from  the 
East  and  the  West.  Stores  were  purchased  and  packed ;  and  that 
night  fourteen  delegates  in  their  special  car,  with  ample  stores, 
steamed  to  Harrisburg  and  Gettysburg,  and  the  next  day  were  con- 
veyed by  wagons  to  Frederick  City,  and  to  their  work  among  the 
wounded,  accompanied  by  Mr.  McCreary,  and  others  of  the  Com- 
mission from  Gettysburg  and  Harrisburg. 

The  Steam  Fire-Engine. 

The  long  continued,  hot,  dry  weather,  and  the  incessant  grinding 
of  wheels  and  tramp  of  hoofs  at  City  Point,  the  great  Army  Base 
at  midsummer,  made  the  roads,  the  hospital,  and  the  country  for 
miles  away,  a  bed  of  dust,  and  filled  the  air  with  clouds  of  it,  the 
entire  day.  For  the  patients  in  the  great  General  Field  Hospital, 
covering  forty  acres,  and  all  connected  with  them,  this  was  well 
nigh  insufferable.  Water,  to  lay  the  dust  and  supply  the  hospital, 
was  the  great  want. 

One  of  the  delegates,  by  almost  incredible  perseverance,  dug  a 
well,  through  the  quick  sand,  but  one  well  was  nothing  for  such  a 
place.  The  Government  placed  two  small  engines  by  the  river- 
side to  force  water  up  the  bluff,  but  the  supply  was  still  meager. 
The  great  want  still  remained.  Rev.  A.  B.  Cross,  of  Baltimore, 
secured  a  powerful  Steam  Fire  Engine,  with  Engineers  to  work  it; 
obtained  transportation,  and  by  great  exertion  and  care,  placed  it 
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safely,  "with  adequate  quantity  of  hose,  amidst  the  hospital  grounds. 
The  success  was  complete.  The  want  was  supplied,  the  dust  laid, 
and  water  raised  in  abundance  for  all  purposes.  The  Surgeon  took 
it  in  charge  and  made  it  part  of  the  Government  appliances  for  the 
general  jgood. 

The  Cooking  Wagons. 

Jacob  Dunton,  Esq.,  of  Philadelphia,  invented,  built,  and  pre- 
sented to  the  Christian  Commission  a  novel  establishment,  called  a 
Cooking  Wagon.  It  had  four  wheels;  and  unlimbered,  the  hind 
wheels  separating  from  the  front  wheels,  like  a  cannon  from  the 
caisson.  Three  boilers  ov^  furnaces  and  wood  box  surmounted 
the  hind  wheels,  and  three  smoke  stacks  arose  above  all.  A  large 
chest  for  provisions  and  utensils  surmounted  the  fore-wheels,  with  a 
driver's  seat  above  in  front. 

This  wagon  was  sent  to  City  Point  and  the  front,  and  did  good 
work,  first  in  the  flying  hospitals,  and  afterwards  on  battle- 
fields. A  whole  division  under  fire  was  served  with  hot  coffee  from 
it  at  one  time;  the  first  they  had  tasted  for  two  weary  days  or 
more. 

Schools  for  Colored  Soldiers. 

The  large  number  of  Colored  Troops  in  the  Army  of  the  James, 
and  their  eagerness  to  learn,  induced  the  General  in  command  to 
propose  furnishing  lumber  for  the  school  houses,  and  detailing  sol- 
diers to  build  them,  upon  condition  that  the  Commission  should 
send  teachers  and  books  for  them.  Accepting  at  once  the  General's 
proposition,  arrangements  were  made  to  secure  the  teachers  and 
books  required. 

Much  has  been  done,  also,  in  the  way  of  schools  for  colored  sol- 
diers, in  other  armies. 

The  school  houses  serve  the  double  purpose  of  schools  and 
chapels,  and  added  benefits  thus  accrue  to  the  men* 

The  Gifts  We  Have  Beceived. 

We  have  received  many  strange  and  curious,  affecting  and  beau- 
tiful, great  and  little  gifts.  If  we  were  able  to  tell,  in  each  case, 
we  might  find  that  every  gift  is  freighted  with  history ;  but,  though 
we  cannot  write  their  stories — all  of  them,  yet  they  are  surely 
written  in  the  records  on  high. 
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During  the  conflicts  of  the  Wilderness,  we  received  five  thousand 
dollars  from  the  Pennsylvania  Central  Railroad  Company;  for  this 
we  desire  to  make  special  acknowledgment,  as  that  corporation  has 
granted  us  every  possible  facility  besides,— carrying  our  stores  and 
delegates  free,  and,  after  the  Monocacy  battle,  placing  a  special 
car  at  our  service.  During  the  same  crisis,  many  other  corporations 
made  large  subscriptions :  "The  Board  of  Brokers  "  of  Philadelphia, 
onQ  thousand  dollars ;  "  The  Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation  Company," 
two  thousand  dollars,  etc.  Davis,  Pearson  &  Co.,  Lewis,  Audenried 
&;  Co.,  and  a  number  of  other  coal  firms  in  Pennsylvania,  gave 
heavy  subscriptions  in  coal,  which  they  sold  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Commission. 

The  citizens  of  Nevada  sent  a  silver  brick,  which  excited  endless 
curiosity.  The  American  consul  at  Tripoli,  Syria,  a  native  con- 
vert, by  name  Antonius  Yanni,  sent  through  Bev.  Henry  Harris 
Jessup,  missionary  of  the  American  Board,  an  exceedingly  inte- 
resting box  of  Syrian  curiosities ;  cedar  canes  and  wood,  sweetmeats, 
shells,  etc.  Some  of  these  were  sold  at  Wercester,  Mass.,  during 
the  meeting  of  the  Board,  and  realized  $180  00, — ^which  was  ex- 
pended in  "Bonar's  God's  Way  of  Peace,"  appropriately  labelled. 
A  box  of  tea,  from  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peet,  of  Fuh  Chau,  China;  nu- 
merous donations  from  missionaries  in  India,  from  Lodiana,  Futte- 
ghurh,  Bangkok,  in  Siam,  and  other  places;  large  subscriptions 
from  friends  and  American  residents  in  the  British  Isles;  subscrip- 
tions from  Paris,  France;  Bogota,  South  America,  and  many  other 
places,  testify  to  the  most  decided  appreciation  of  our  work  on  the 
part  of  those  abroad.  A  mother  in  Israel,  in  Philadelphia,  whose 
sons  and  grandsons  had  fallen  like  the  autumn  leaves,  on  hono- 
rable fields,  in  high  positions^  sent  two  magnificent  shawls  which  were 
disposed  of  for  a  large  sum  of  money;  another,  bora  in  1776,  made 
a  beautiful  quilt,  to  be  sold  for  the  cause. 

These  f  re  but  samples.  Each  day  seems  to  have  brought  to  U9 
something  to  teach  us  how  our  people  love  the  soldiers  and  sailorf 
of  our  country.     Surely  we  should  be  encouraged  to  go  forward. 
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UNITED   STATES   CHRISTIAN   COMMISSION. 

EXHIBIT  C. 

Number  and  Value  of  Stores  and  Publications  Donated,  and 
Number  of  Packages  Distributed  in  1864. 


TiTLSS  AHD   LOOATIOMS. 

Nomber  of 
Boxes  aiAl 
P»rkage« 
of  Donated 
Stores  Jinti 
Publica'DS. 

Value  of 
Donated  Stores. 

Value  of 

Donat'd  Pub- 

Uoations. 

Number  of 
Dozee  and 
PackagM 
Distribu'd. 

Ckvtral  Offici,     .    .    . 

PhilAd«lphU, 

3,829 

^78,462  18 

18,744 

Cbkteal  N.T.  Brahoh,    . 

Udea, 

18 

2,630  00 

District  of  Columbia  Cok- 

Mrrrsi, 

WMhington, 

108 

3,780  00 

2,789 

COKHEOTIOUT   BrAHOH,     .      . 

Hartford, 

81 

12,166  13 

Albaict  Brahch,     .    .    . 

Albany, 

«7 

2,000  00 

$300  00 

n 

N0RTH-WB8TBRH  Bbabcb,  . 

Chicago, 

438 

16,715  00 

1,085  00 

698 

MARTLAin)  Brajcch,    .    . 

Baltimore, 

•      326 

5,200  00 

325  00 

2,994 

Armt  Committbb,  Wbstbrn 

Pbnua., 

Pittsburgh, 

2,403 

193,940  00 

15,000  00 

3,809 

Branch  for  Wbstbrb  New 

York  and  Vicinity,     . 

Baffolo, 

1,416 

16,280  78 

867 

Armt  Committbb,  T.  M.  C.  A, 

Boston, 

2,105 

248,100  00 

7,780*00 

566 

Minnesota  Branch,  .    .    . 

St  Paul's, 

25 

2,500  00 

250  00 

32 

Rhode  Island  Commttteb, 

Proridenoe, 

15 

1,360  00 

St.  Louis  Branch,  .    .    . 

St  Louis, 

3,407 

26,605  00 

2,500  00 

4,126 

Rochester  Committeb,  .    . 

Rochester, 

160 

6,000  00 

20 

MicHioAN  Branch,  .    .    . 

Detroit, 

484 

15,000  00 

100  00 

469 

Peoria  Branch,    .... 

Peoria, 

822 

16,672  00 

889 

Indiana  Branch,    .    .    . 

Indianapolis, 

395 

11,474  93 

912 

Cincinnati  Branch,    .    . 

Cincinnati, 

4,000 

175,000  00 

1,000  00 

5,251 

Kentuokt  Branch,  .    .    . 

Louisrille, 

1,805 

12,000  00 

11,170  00 

1,805 

New  York  Committee,    . 

New  York, 

417 

24,543  40 

12,426  42 

8,120 

TotaU, 

22,320 

$1,169,508  37 

$51,936  42 
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Number  $  points,  from  Jan.  1,  to  Deo.  31, 1864. 


TfKSrrt^  iictB.    Silent  Cora forter.  R«am8  of  Paper,  i      Enrolopefl. 


Wasbington, 
Baltimore,    M 
Annapolis,  M< 
Pittsburgh,  P* 
Cincinnati,  Ol 
Louisville,  Ky 
St.  Louis,  Mo.,, 
Nashville,  Ten|955 
New  York,  N., 

Cairo,  III., 4565 

Springfield,  1114525 
Knoxville,  Teij906 
iMartinsburg,  ^098 
Yorktown,  Va.4l66 
Johnson's  Islai200 
Parkesburgy  "V^ 
Newark,  N.J.,|500 
FortDelaware4734i 
Chicago,  111., --« 027; 
Chester,  Pa.,..  i484! 

York,  Pa., |659 

Wheeling,  WeiTSOJ 
Wilmington,  X>l 
Carlisle,  Pa.,..  1440! 
Boston,  Mass. . 
Harrisburg,  I*i  928 
Camp  William  9641 
Chambersbnrg  410' 
Portland,  Me.,  ^^'^ 
Ehnira,  N.  Y. 
New  Albany, 
Harper's  Ferr  630 
Alexandria,  V  635 
Phikdelphia  1  990 
Indianapolis,  ^  510 
PottsviUe,  P»-i  000 
Gettysburg,  ^l^OO 
San  FranciscO; 


610 

,0881 
2501 


Fortress  Moni  415 
Rock  Island,  ^ 
MisoellaneotiB, 


Totals, 


lU- 


400 


928 

,874 

257 


803i 
310! 

24; 

60 
1,070 

720 
60 
35 
55 


15 
30 

10 

201 

3 

8 
12 


16 

6 

31 

10 


30 

80 

105 
3,698 


1,508 

328 

67 


58 


479,400 

100,000 

26,000 

1,500 


451  22,500 

235,        132,002 
111  55,500 


1,600 


1,000 


19,000 


107  49,000 

299j        134,700 


2,761 1     1,022,202 
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EXHIBIT  a. 

General  Summary  of  Work  and  Distributions  for  1862 
1863,  AND  1864. 


1. 

2. 

8. 

4. 

PAinODLABI. 

1864. 

•       1888. 

1882. 

Tbteblbr 

1882, 1868  ud 

18M. 

Delegates  CommiBsioned, 

2,217 

1,207 

866 

8,780 

Aggregate  Number  of  Days  of 

Delegates*  Service, 

78,869 

41,118 

.  11  698 

181,680 

Boxes  of  Stores  and  Publica- 

tions Distributed. 

47,108 

12,648 

8,691 

68,442 

Bibles,  Testaments  and  Portions 

of  Scripture  Distributed,... 

669,694 

466,716 

102,660 

1,187,869 

Hvinn  And  PfUklm  Bnokfl 

489,247 

871,869 

180,697 

991,808 

Knapsack  Books,  in  Paper  and 

Flexible  CoTers, 

4  826,676 

98,872 

846,686 

1,264,691 

89,718 

120,492 

116,767 

8,460 

84,668 

6,697,024 

Bound  Library  Books. 

187,086 

Magazines  and  Pamphlets, 

601,681 

ReUgious  Weekly  and  Monthly 

^ewsnaners. 

7,990,768 
18,681,842 

2,981,469 
11,976.722 

884,781 
10,968,706 

11,807,008 

Pages  of  Tracts, 

86,611,770 

''Silent  Comforter"  &c 

8,691 

8,286 

880 

7,806 
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EXHIBIT  H. 

General  Summary  of  Receipts  and  Values,  for 
1862,  1863,  AND  1864. 


1. 

2. 

S. 

4. 

PABTIOULABI. 

1864. 

1868. 

.1862. 

voTAL  ros 
18S2, 1868  A  1884. 

Cash  Reoeipto  at  Centrsl 

and  Braaoh  Offices,    . 

$1,297,755  28 

$858,289  29 

$40,160  29 

$1,696,154  86 

Value  of  Stores  donated 

to  Central  and  Branch 

• 

Offices, 

1,169,508  87 

885,829  07 

142,150  00 

1,697,487  44 

^Value    of    Publications 

donated  to  Central  and 

Branch  Offices,  . 

81,296  82 

81,296  82 

Value  of  Scriptures  Arom 

American  Bible  Society. 

72,114  88 

45,071  50 

10,256  00 

127,442  88 

Value  of  Scriptures  from 

British  &  Foreign  Bible 

Society, 

1,677  79 

1,677  79 

Value   of   29,801    Hymn 

Books,  donated  by 

Army  Committee,  T'ng 

Men's  Christian  Asso- 

ciation, Boston, 

1,788  06 

1,788  06 

Value  of  Delegates'  Ser- 

Tice,  .... 

169,920  00 

72,420  00 

21,860  00 

268,700  00 

Value  of  Railroad,  Steam- 

boat, and  other  Trans- 

porUtion  facilities.     . 

106,765  00 

44,210  00 

18  680  00 

164,655  00 

Value  of  Telegraph  faci- 

Uties  firom   Maine    to 

California, 

26,450  00 

9,890  00 

8,650  00 

89,490  00 

Value  of  Bents  of  Ware- 

houses and  Offices,  do- 

Totals, 

6,750  00 

6,750  00 

$2,882,847  86 

$916,887  65 

$281,256  29 

$4,080,441  80 

•■zhibit  0,  No.  8,  thowi  this  fbr  18M  to  ba 

UIM6  4M 

inolndod  in  Credits  to  rarioM  Braaohss, 

ints  oi  Amerleu  BiUs  Society, 

^*,wvw   -mm 

S0.8I0  10 

miawiag  tht  sboT*  to  be  ftr  1864,...^ |8i;»6  8S 

REPORTS 


OF 


SPECIAL  AGENCIES,  ETC. 


Beport  of  fhe  Delegation  to  Visit  our  Prifonert  in  Riohmond  and 
other  places  in  the  South. 

Several  months  ago,  the  U.  S.  Christian  Commission  had  its  at- 
tention called  to  the  sufferings  and  trials  endured  by  our  prisoners 
in  the  South,  and  plans  were  proposed  to  relieye  them.  Correspon- 
dence vas  had  with  our  Government,  and  permission  was  finally 
obtained  to  send  a  delegation  to  the  South.  The  Executive  Com- 
mittee nominated  the  following  gentlemen  as  such  Delegation, 
viz.:— The  Bt.  Rev.  Charles  P.  Mcllvaine,  D.D.,  of  Ohio;  the  Rt. 
Rev.  Alfred  Lee,  D.D.,  of  Delaware;  the  Rt.  Rev.  Bishop  E.  S. 
Janes,  D.D.,  of  New  York;  Rev.  William  Adams,  D.D.,  of  New 
York  City;  Geo.  H.  Stuart,  Esq.,  of  Philadelphia;  Norman 
White,  Esq.,  of  New  York;  and  Horatio  Gtites  Jones,  Esq.,  of  Phi- 
ladelphia. 

Whon  the  fixed  time  arrived  for  the  departure  of  the  Delegation, 
only  three  were  able  to  leave  on  this  important  errand  of  mercy  to 
the  brave  patriots,  "\iAio  were  suffering  the  horrors  of  Southern  dun- 
geons. Most  of  the  others  held  themselves  in  readiness  to  go  im- 
mediately, upon  hearing  the  probabilities  of  success  in  accomplish- 
ing the  objects  of  the  mission.     . 

Those  who  went,  were  the  Rt.  Rev.  Bishop  Edmund  S.  Janes, 
D.i).,  of  New  York;  the  Rt.  Rev.  Alfred  Lee,  D.D.,  of  Wihning- 
ton,  Del.;  and  Horatio  Gtites  Jones,  Esq.,  of  Philadelphia. 

These  members  of  the  Delegation  started  on  their  mission  of 
mercy  to  our  brave  men  on  Wednesday,  January  18th,  and  reported 
at  General  Ghrant's  head-quarters  at  City  Point,  where  they  were 
most  eourteously  received  by  the  Lieutenant-Gwieral,  who  gave 
them  letters  to  Col.  Mulford,  our  Agent  of  Exchange,  and  to  Col. 
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Ould,  Commissioner  on  behalf  of  the  enemy,  stating  the  object  of 
the  Delegation,  and  offering  to  the  South  the  privilege  of  sending  a 
like  number  of  gentlemen  to  visit  the  Northern  prisons.  He  also 
placed  a  steamboat  at  the  disposal  of  the  Delegation,  to  enable  them 
to  proceed  to  Varina,  where  Col.  Mulford  vas  with  the  flag  of  truce 
boat  "New  York."  The  Delegation  remained  with  Lieutenant- 
General  Grant  for  more  than  two  hours,  and,  next  morning,  reached 
Varina,  and  communicated  with  Col.  Mulford,  to  whom  thqy  de- 
livered the  letters  referred  to.  They  also  addressed  the  following 
to  General  Lee,  viz. : 

Flag  of  Truce  Boat,         ) 
James  River,  January  20,  1865.  j 

General  Robert  E.  Leb, 

Commanding  Army  of  Northern  Virgima: 

General  : — The  undersigned  have  been  appointed  by  the  U.  S. 
Christian  Commission  to  visit  the  Federal  prisoners  of  war  now  con- 
fined in  the  military  prisons  at  Richmond,  and  other  places  in  the 
South. 

It  has  been  one  of  the  primary  objects  of  the  Christian  Commis- 
sion to  minister  to  the  spiritual  and  bodily  wants  of  sick  and  wounded 
soldiers  and  sailors.  Your  own  suffering  soldiers  on  the  battle-field, 
in  hospitals  and  in  prisons,  have  often  been  the  recipients  of  sym- 
pathy and  aid  from  the  Delegates  of  our  Commission. 

We  respectfully  ask  from  you  a  safe  conduct  to  and  from  your 
military  prisons,  to  enable  us  to  accomplish  the  object  of  our  ap- 
pointment. 

The  undersigned  are  civilians,  and  the  Christian  Commission  is 
a  voluntary  association. 

Should  our  request  be  granted,  we  are  ready  to  give  such  assu- 
rances as  may  properly  be  demanded  of  us. 

Awaiting  your  reply,  we  remain,  General,  your  obedient  ser- 
vants, E.  S.  Janes, 

Alfred  Lee, 
Horatio  Gates  Jones. 

This,  together  with  the  letter  from  General  Grant,  was  tak<en 
by  Colonel  Mulford,  and  forwarded  to  Richmond  that  same  day. 

On  Saturday  afternoon  the  Delegation  received  a  reply,  through 
Col.  Mulford,  that  the  Confederate  authorities  declined  to  give  them 
the  permission  asked  for. 
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By  Mrs.  Annie  Witt^nmyer,  General  Snperintendent. 

Geo.  H.  Stuart, 

Chairman  TT.  S.  Christian  Commission. 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  passed  at  the  recent  convention 
of  the  Commission  Branches  at  Indianapolis,  requesting  a  written 
statement  regarding  Diet  Eatchens,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the 
following: 

During  the  last  three  years  of  war,  tens  of  thousands  of  our  fel- 
low citizens  have  become  inmates  of  military  hospitals.  The  great 
loyal  heart  of  the  North  has  pulsated  in  sympathy  with  these  suf- 
ferers, and  all  that  love  or  patriotism  could  offer  has  been  lavishly 
bestowed.  The  provisions  of  the  Government  for  the  comfort  of 
our  sick  and  wounded  have  been  liberal  and  ample,  and  yet,  owing 
to  the  circumstances  of  men,  the  constant  changes  occurring  among 
hospital  managers  and  attendants,  the  absence  of  much  that  is  es- 
sential in  the  preparation  of  delicate  food,  and  the  inexperience  of 
those  who  are  mainly  intrusted  with  the  important  duty  of  preparing 
special  diet  for  the  sick  and  wounded,  thousands  of  our  brave  men 
have  died  of  debility,  who,  if  nourished  with  suitable  food,  at  the 
proper  time,  might  now  have  been  in  the  front  ranks  of  our  army. 
This  subject  has  awakened  deep  concern  on  the  part  of  medical 
officers  and  others,  and  leading  medical  men  freely  express  the 
opinion  that  in  a  majority  of  cases  the  diet  of  a  patient  is  of  more 
importance  than  his  medicine — that  good  food  properly  prepared  is 
a  valuable  auxiliary  in  the  restoration  of  the  sick.  And  yet,  not- 
withstanding the  importance  attached  to  this  department  of  hospital 
service,  the  prescription  and  preparation  of  special  diet  has  received, 
comparatively,  but  little  attention. 

The  need  of  a  plan  by  which  Government  supplies,  and  the  gene- 
rous contributions  of  the  people,  would  more  systematically  and 
uniformly  reach  the  sick,  prepared,  and  presented  in  the  best  pos- 
sible and  most  attractive  manner,  has  long  been  a  subject  of  thought 
among  the  friends  of  the  soldiers,  and  many  of  the  medical  officers 
charged  with  the  responsible  duty  of  providing  for  the  sick.  Med- 
ical Inspectors,  almost  unanimously,  agree  that  the  cooking  depart- 
ment is  the  most  defective  of  all  the  branches  of  the  hospital  service. 
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Each  hospital  has  a  General  Kitchen,  where  meats,  soups,  beans, 
and  other  vegetables,  and  tea  and  coffee  are  prepared.  But  in 
many  of  these  kitchens,  for  want,  of  a  knowledge  of  cookery,  the 
food  is  prepared  in  such  a  manner  as  to  render  it,  not  only  unpala- 
table but  unhealthy.  For  instance,  the  fresh,  juicy  meat  intended 
to  be  eaten,  is  put  into  a  large  caldron  of  cold  water,  and  brought 
by  slow  heat  to  the  boiling  process,  which  is  continued  till  the  meat 
is  tender.  The  result  is  that  nearly  all  the  nutriment  is  extracted 
from  the  meat,  lea>ring  the  dry  fibres  to  be  eaten,  while  the  soup  is 
too  rich  and  oily  to  be  either  palatable  or  healthy  for  sick  men. 
So  with  tea  and  coffee  when  thrown  into  large  vessels  of  cold  water 
to  "soak  the  strength  out," — ^a  very  common  practice.  When 
brought  to  the  boiling  point,  the  aroma  has  all  escaped,  and  the 
tannin,  or  the  vegetable  acids  extracted,  makes  the  decoction  unpa- 
latable to  delicate  patients. 

The  manner  of  cooking  beans  and  other  vegetables  has  been  con- 
sidered equally  objectionable  by  many,  who  assert  that  "raw  beans 
kill  more  soldiers  than  the  enemy's  bullets."  In  many  of  the  hos- 
pitals the  whole  matter  of  diet  is  left  to  ward-masters  and  nurses, 
who  are  frequently  inexperienced  and  incompetent  persons. 

Medical  men,  from  the  first,  have  seen  this  evil  and  tried  to  re- 
medy it,  but  they  have  labored  under  many  embarrassments.  The 
men  detailed  to  take  charge  of  the  hospital  kitchens  have  mostly 
been  unskilled  soldiers,  whose  knowledge  of  cookery  was  limited  to 
a  few  imperfectly  prepared  camp  messes.  The  surgeons  themselves 
lacked  the  practical  knowledge  and  the  time  necessary  to  properly 
direct  the  efforts  of  these  inexperienced  workers.  The  result  has 
been,  that  hundreds  of  our  brave  men  have  starved  to  death  in  the 
midst  of  plenty,  because  their  food  was  not  selected  and  prepared 
with  the  discrimination  and  delicacy  their  condition  required.  Me- 
dical men,  with  a  view  to  avoid  such  results,  have  resorted  to  various 
measures  for  improving  hospital  cooking.  Among  others,  female 
nurses  have  been  required  to  prepare  the  diet  for  the  very  sick  in 
their  respective  wards.  This  plan  has  generally  failed,  from  the 
fact  that  female  nurses  have  too  much  to  do  in  their  wards,  too  li- 
mited a  supply  of  stores,  and  too  few  facilities,  in  most  hospitals,  to 
secure  for  every  patient  the  variety  of  food  required,  by  suitable 
preparation.  With  a  multiplicity  of  duties  and  limited  arrange- 
ments their  efforts  were  necessarily  circumscribed,  and  the  whole 
tendency  was  to  favoritism  among  patients. 
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It  was  found  necessary  to  divide  the  patients  into  two  classes, 
and  make  arrangements  for  cooking  the  food  of  very  sick  men  in  a 
separate  kitchen;  but  such  arrangements  were  made  subordinate  to 
the  general  kitchen,  and  only  a  limited  variety  of  food  prepared, 
such  as  beef  tea,  gruel,  corn  starch,  and  farina,  and  such  other  ar- 
ticles as  were  called  on  special  orders. 

In  some  of  the  cities.  Aid  Societies  have  established  and  main- 
tained independent  kitchens  in  the  vicinity  of  a  hospital,  for  the 
purpose  of  supplying  special  delicacies  to  the  very  sick. .  It  is  due 
the  medical  department  to  say  that  during  the  last  two  years,  hos- 
pital cooking  has  been  greatly  improved,  and  in  many  of  the  hospi- 
tals the  diet  has  been  carefully  prescribed  and  prepared. 

Greater  uniformity  and  a  more  complete  and  systematic  plan 
were  however  required  to  make  the  cooking  department  subserve 
fdlly  the  interests  of  the  sick  and  wounded.  It  was  to  meet  this 
demand,  and  to  secure  a  more  faithful  application  of  hospital  stores, 
that  the  Christian  Commission  proposed  to  the  Medical  Department 
the  present  plan  of  co-operation. 

This  plan  is  simply  to  supplement  present  Government  arrange- 
ments, when  necessary,  with  cooking  utensils  and  supplies,  so  as  to 
secmre  all  the  conveniences  required  to  facilitate  every  variety  of 
cookery,  and  promptly  afford  all  the  stores  necessary  to  keep  up  the 
variety  and  quality  of  food  issued,  to  the  highest  standard;  thus 
bringing  to  the  bed-side  of  every  languishing  patient  in  home-like 
preparation  such  delicate  food  as  the  surgeons  may  prescribe  or  al- 
low. These  kitchens  are  Government  kitchens;  form  a  part  of  the 
regular  hospital  arrangements;  are  as  directly  under  the  control  of 
the  sargeon  in  charge  as  any  other  department  of  the  hospital;  and 
are  supplied  mainly  from  the  hospital  commissary. 

They  are  superintended  however  by  cultivated  Christian  women,, 
employed  by  the  Christian  Commission  for  that  purpose,  who  are. 
directed  in  their  labors  by  the  hospital  authorities,  and  are  required 
to  conform  to  hospital  usages.  These  ladies  are  intrusted  not  only 
with  the  supplies  furnished  by  the  Christian  Commission,  but  in 
most  cases  with  the  delicate  food  obtained  from  the  Gt)vemment; 
so  that  all  the  stores,  from  every  source,  are  used  with  economy, 
and  faitiifuUy  applied  in  the  best  possible  manner  for  the  benefit  of 
the  sick. 

The  pr^aration  of  food  and  the  management  of  kitchen  affairs 
are  made  their  business  imd  study ;  and  all  that  can  be  done,  in  co- 
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operation  with  surgeons,  to  meet  the  demands  of  a  feeble  or  capri- 
cious appetite,  is  done  by  them.  Regular  diet  lists,  or  bills  of  fare, 
are  prepared  and  furnished  to  each  ward  surgeon,  who,  when  he 
makes  his  daily  round  among  the  sick,  is  expected  to  prescribe  their 
diet  with  as  much  care  as  he  does  their  medicine. 

All  the  patients  in  the  hospital,  who  are  not  in  a  condition  to  go 
to  the  general  table,  or  eat  the  food  prepared  in  the  general  kit- 
chens, have  their  meals  ordered  by  the  ward  surgeons  from  iihe 
special  diet  kitchen.  These  diet  lists,  or  orders,  are  returned  to  the 
diet  kitchen,  where  tlie  food  is  prepared  in  such  variety  and  quan- 
tity as  are  embraced  in  the  orders.  The  ladies  charged  with  the 
responsible  duty  of  superintending  the  preparation  of  diet  and  the 
general  management  of  the  diet  kitchens,  are  given  every  facility 
by  the  surgeons,  and  are  provided  with  all  the  help  they  need. 
Soldiers  unable  for  active  field  duty  are  mostly  detailed  for  this 
purpose. 

The  ladies  (there  are  usually  two  connected  with  each  kitchen) 
personally  supervise  the  preparation  and  seasoning  of  every  article 
of  food,  and  are  careful  to  see  it  go  out  to  the  wards,  suitably  pre- 
pared, and  in  sufficient  quantity.  Twenty-four  diet  kitchens  on 
this  plan,  are  now  in  successful  operation.  They  are  kept  perfectly 
clean  and  neat,  are  well  furnished  and  supplied  with  stores,  and 
every  thing  connected  with  the  work  is  conducted  in  a  systematic 
and  orderly  manner. 

To  give  some  idea  of  the  variety  and  amount  of  food  prepared  in 
these  kitchens,  the  following  statement  is  given,  taken  from  the 
monthly  reports  for  October,  of  six  diet  kitchens  in  the  West — viz., 
Hospital  No.  4,  New  Albany ;  Hospital  No.  2,  Chattanooga ;  Hospital 
No.  1,  Nashville;  Jackson  Hospital,  Memphis;  Foundry  Hospital, 
•Louisville;  Cumberland  Hospital,  Nashville;  showing  the  ag- 
gregate amount  of  rations: — Tea,  26,942;  coffee,  7,961;  cocoa, 
1,495;  boiled  milk,  2,221;  thickened  milk,  752;  cold  milk,  4,700; 
chicken  soup,  4,136;  beef  soup,  11,218;  oyster  soup,  6,685;  beef 
essence,  843;  beef  steak,  6,ld6;  ham,  1,109;  sausage,  82;  hash, 
671;'  mackerel,  2,206;  fish,  352;  chickens,  1,226;  baked  potatoes, 
12,999;  fried  potatoes,  6,321;  sweet  potatoes,  4,204;  tomatoes, 
9,616;  onions,  1,191;  cabbage,  652;  radishes,  324;  pickles,  12,952; 
dry  toast,  10,672;  milk  toast,  6,264;  eggs,  5,834;  omelettes,  867; 
bread,  17,621;  corn  bread,  4,358;  light  biscuit,  28,100;  mush, 
2,468;  fried  mush,  886;  pudding,  12,701;  rice,  5,877;  tapioca, 
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913;  custard,  490;  blanc  mange,  114;  float,  80;  pies,  232;  apple 
dumplings,  10;  butter,  10,724;  cheese,  1,080;  crackers,  2,'636; 
sponge  cake,  98;  ginger  cake,  322;  baked  apples,  7,151;  canned 
fruit,  3,394;  stewed  fruit,  3,915;  arrow-root,  358;  corn  starck, 
1,056;  jellies,  2,849;  gruel,  2,407;  barley,  1,073;  gelatine,  126. 
It  will  be  seen  by  the  large  variety  of  food  furnished  in  the  above- 
nan\ed  kitchens,  which  are  of  medium  size,  and  in  different  sections, 
that  the  appetites  of  the  patients  are  consulted.  Nothing,  however, 
^  is  issued  without  the  approbation  of  the  surgeon  immediately  in 
charge  of  the  sick.  Some  of  the  articles  furnished  on  the  above 
list  may  seem  unfit  for  sick  men ;  but  when  we  take  into  considera- 
tion that  there  are  many  wounded  men,  who  are  allowed  by  the  sur- 
geons to  eat  any  thing  they  may  choose,  and  others  who  are  home- 
sick, or  hopelessly  ill,  or  dying,  who  in  their  loneliness  and  suffer- 
ing remember  and  crave  these  things,  because  a  kind  mother's  hand 
once  prepared  such  dainties  for  them,  it  is  no  longer  a  matter  of 
wonder.  And  since  the  loved  ones  at  home  cannot  cheer  them  with 
their  presence  and  love  in  their  dark  hours  of  suffering,  it  is  a  de- 
lightful task  to  substitute  home  food  and  home  comforts. 

In  addition  to 'their  duties  in  the  kitchen,  the  ladies  visit  the  pa- 
tients in  the  wards,  write  letters  for  them,  and  perform  such  other 
ofiSces  of  kindness  and  trust  as  their  condition  requires. 

Medical  officers  in  charge  of  general  hospitals  have  received  this 
offer  of  assistance  and  co-operation  with  great  favor.  They  almost 
unanimously  accept  this  plan,  because  it  is  simple  ^and  practical^ 
and  in  harmony  with  hospital  arrangements^  and  the  interests  of  the 
sick.  Besides  the  twenty-four  diet  kitchens  already  in  successful 
operation,  arrangements  have  been  made  for  extending  the  work  to 
all  the  military  departments,  and  medical  men  every  where  are  offer- 
ing their  aid  and  co-operation. 

It  is  but  just  and  proper  to  state,  that  the  Surgeon-General  and 
Assistant  Surgeon-General  have  fully  and  generously  expressed,  in 
official  papers  and  orders,  their  appreciation  of  this  work,  and  the 
President  and  Secretary  of  War  have  ordered  every  facility  for 
carrying  it  out.  Medical  inspectors,  familiar  with  the  plan  and  its 
workings,  are  calling  attention  to  its  importance;  and,  as  far  as  I 
have  been  able  to  learn,  medical  officers  greatly  favor  this  systematic 
plan  of  co-operation.  They  have  shown  a  readiness  to  accept  help, 
*and  accede  to  arrangements  for  the  relief  and  comfort  of  their  sick, 
highly  creditable  to  them. 
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It  onlj  remains  for  me  to  say  that  the  ladies  employed  by  the 
Christian  Commission  for  this  work,  are  selected  with  great  care^ 
and  with  a  view  to  Christian  character  and  fitness;  and  in  their  la- 
bors they  have  been  successful,  not  only  in  securing  the  proper  pre- 
paration of  food,  but  in  their  ministrations  as  ward  visitors  among 
the  sick  and  wounded,  where  kind  words  and  Christian  sympathy 
and  solicitude  are  so  much  needed,  and  so  gratefully  received. 

Some  of  the  kitchens  have  been  in  successful  operation  for  the 
last  eight  months ;  and,  so  far  from  any  cause  of  complaint  arising, 
the  surgeons  are  liberal  in  expressions  of  commendation. 

Cooking,  for  the  most  part,  among  soldiers,  is  a  task  to  be  gotten 
through  with  in  the  shortest  possible  time. 

There  is  but  little  to  stimulate  them  in  their  monotonous  round 
of  duty,  and  it  is  not  surprising  that,  in  most  hospital  kitchens,  the 
variety  and  style  are  limited  and  common-place.  Not  so  with  these 
ladies ;  they  come  into  the  management  of  the  kitchens  with  all  the 
freshness  and  zeal  of  new  and  generous  workers.  They  have  every 
thing  to  stimulate  them — the  Commission  to  sympathize  with  and 
aid  them — and  it  is  made  their  business  and  study  to  so  manage  the 
diet  kitchens',  that  the  wants  of  every  languishing  soldier  shall  be 
judiciously,  fully,  and  economically  met. 

Most  kitchens  have  a  small  store-room  attached,  where  the  ladies 
keep  such  supplies  and  delicacies  as  the  patients  may  need,  and  the 
Commission  are  able  to  supply. 

This  department  of  the  work  has  made,  and  is  still  making  heavy 
demands  upon  the  Commission  for  stores ;  but  as  the  generous  peo- 
ple of  the  North  find,  through  these  kitchens,  a  direct  and  certain 
channel  to  the  suffering  soldiers,  the^  are  contributing  more  largely 
of  their  abundance  than  ever  heretofore. 

The  supplies  most  needed  to  keep  the  kitchens  up  to  the  highest 
standard,  are  butter,  eggs,  canned  and  dried  fruits,  all  kinds  of  pickles, 
onions,  potatoes,  tomatoes,  crackers,  apple  butter,  wines  and  jellies. 

The  limits  of  this  paper  will  not  allow  a  full  discussion  of  this 
subject;  the  details  and  incidents  connected  with  the  work  would 
fill  volumes. 

Hundreds  of  precious  lives  have  been  saved,  and  very  many  souls 
have  been  brought  to  the  knowledge  of  Christ  through  this  instru- 
mentality. 

Annib  Wittbnmybr, 
general  Superintendent  Special  Diet  Kilchem  U.  S.  O.  O. 


LOAN  LIBRARY  SYSTEM. 

By  Chaplain  J.  C.  Thomaj. 

We  liave  25  Loan  Libraries  in  hospitals — 20  at  Nashville,  one  at 
Marfreesboro'y  and  four  at  Chattanooga.  We  have  the  books  bought 
for  175  more.  Books  for  100  Loan  Libraries  are  now  wanting  to 
complete  the  work  of  supplying  all  the  permanent  hospitals  in  the 
country.  These  have  80,000  men,  needing  40,000  volumes,  or  800 
libraries.  Then  the  navy  is  to  be  supplied,  and,,so  far'as  practica- 
ble, the  regiments. 

The  books  were  selected  from  the  catalogues  of  about  fifty  of  the 
best  publishing  houses  in  the  four  great  publishing  cities — Boston, 
Cincinnati,  New  York  and  Philadelphia.  Preparatory  to  the  se- 
lection, -about  a  hundred  catalogues  were  procured^  repeatedly  gone 
through  with  and  compared.  Weeks  were  spent  in  studying  the 
dictionaries  of  authors,  and  examining  the  works  themselves  in  the 
book-stores  and  libraries.  And,  in  the  final  choice,  these  rules 
were  observed:  None  but  the  best  works.  None  but  the  besty  most 
suitable  and  cheapest  editions.  Secular  worhSy  as  well  as  religious. 
Utility  rather  than  variety.  At  first  an  arrangement  was  effected 
with  the  publishers,  to  have  their  books  at  half-price.  But,  in  June 
last,  that  a  catalogue  might  be  published  for  selecting,  ordering  and 
receipting  army  and  navy  libraries,  they  agreed  to  regard  their 
half-price  then^  as  fixed  throughout  the  year.  And  they  have  ful- 
filled  the  agreement,  though,  in  many  cases,  at  considerable  loss. 
All  honor  to  their  benevolence  and  integrity ! 

Gould  &  Lincoln,  of  Boston,  Poe  &  Hitchcock,  of  Cincinnati, 
Scribner  &  Co.,  of  New  York,  and  Ashmead  &  Evans,  of  Philadel- 
phia, besides  sharing  in  the  general  burden,  have  bought,  packed 
and  shipped  the  books  procured  in  their  respective  cities,  without 
charge  for  their  services.     They  are  deserving  of  double  honor. 

Adams'  Express  Company  has  freely  transported  the  books  to 
make  up  the  libraries,  and  the  libraries  when  made  up.  We  tender 
them  our  heart-felt  thanks. 

Sixty  of  the  cases  have  been  made,  by  order  of  General  Thomas, 
at  Government  expense,  and  a  paper  asking  the  Government  to 
provide  the  remaining  two  hundred  and  forty,  has  been  approved 
by  the  War  Department. 
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Each  case  is  three  feet  square,  and  eight  inches  deep;  corners 
dove-tailed  and  iron-bound.  Shelves  for  books,  18mo,  16mo,  12mo, 
and  8vo,  with  spaces  respectively,  six  and  a  half,  seven  and  a  half, 
eight  and  a  half,  and  ten  and  a  half  inches.  Two  panel-doors,  each 
with  good  lock  and  key.  Case  stained,  except  door-panels,  and 
varnished.     Door-panel  marked: 


U,  St. 

V.  8. 

0^«'ST/^^ 

ov^R'S'-/w^ 

COMMISSION 

COMMISSION 

z.0Air 

LOAH 

• 

^^bhw^ 

200 

200 

or  other  number. 

Each  Loan  Library  contains  125  volumes,  all  appropriately 
labeled  and  numbered,  and  neatly  covered  and  numbered  on  the 
cover.  On  the  inside  of  each  door,  (outside,  of  course,  when 
open,)  is  a  catalogue,  in  large  type,  of  the  works,  arranged  alpha- 
betically by  authors,  and  numbered,  with  additional  numbers  and 
spaces  up  to  160,  to  facilitate  selection  and  delivery.  There  are 
also  provided  catalogues  on  cards,  for  the  special  convenience  of 
patients  who  are  unable  to  get  to  the  library. 

Every  library  is  provided  with  a  Register.  This  contains  172 
pages — 160  for  regular  entries,  and  12  for  incidental  memoranda. 
In  the  front  of  the  Register,  in  place  of  the  usual  fly-leaves,  is  a 
catalogue  like  that  on  the  cards.  The  number  of  each  volume,  and 
the  number  of  the  page  on  which  its  record  is  kept,  exactly  corres- 
spond.  For  example,  the  record  of  volume  20  is  kept  on  page  20. 
Each  of  the  160  pages  has  the  following  headings:  Name,  Regi- 
ment, Company,  Ward,  Bed,  Drawn,  Returned,  Remarks.  In 
"  Remarks"  column  is  indicated  the  influence  of  the  volume  on  the 
reader,  either  by  a  brief  statement,  as,  "  Means  of  his  conversion," 
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or  by  a  reference,  as,  "See  Mem.  Par.  24,"  (where  details  are 
given.) 

No  library  is  put  into  a  hospital,  except  in  charge  of  some  re- 
sponsible person,  chaplain,  surgeon,  or  other,  who  signs  a  *'  Receipt,*' 
"pledging  his  utmost  ability  to  see  the  library  skilfully  employed, 
carefully  preserved,  and  faithfully  returned,*'  "  agreeing  to  forward  , 
promptly,  at  the  expiration  of  each  month,  the  desired  Monthly 
Report,"  and  "promising,"  &c. 

The  Monthly  Report  consists  of  two  parts — statistical  table  and 
illustrative  incidents.  The  table  shows  how  many  times  each  vol- 
ume has  been  drawn  during  the  month,  or  that  it  has  remained  in 
the  library,  or  that  it  is  lost.  These  data  are  taken  from  the 
"Drawn"  column  of  the  Register.  The  incidents  are  gathered 
from  the  "Remarks"  and  "Memoranda." 

The  Receipts  and  Monthly  Reports,  for  both  which  there  are 
appropriate  blanks,  are  made  to  a  General  Librarian,  who,  there- 
fore, knows  where  every  library  is,  and,  at  the  end  of  each  month, 
its  exact  condition.  He  is  able  to  keep  a  faithful  history  of  every 
book  and  every  library.  Thus  there  are  continually  accumulating 
facts,  that  will  prove  very  valuable  for  our  future  guidance,  and 
for  the  world  at  large. 

HOLIDAY  GIFT  BOOKS. 

Those  coming  into  the  Central  Office,  are  formed  into  Loan  Libra- 
ries half  the  size  of  the  above,  and  sent  to  the  men  in  the  field.  In 
order  to  make  the  most  of  these  books,  they  j^re  classified,  on  a  long 
counter,  into 

Historical.  Philosphical.  Poetical. 

History^  PhUosophyy  Poetry^ 

Biography^  SciencCy  Fiction^ 

Traveh.  JEssays,  iSketches. 

These  files  are  then  equally  distributed  among  as  many  cases  as 
are  necessary  to  exhaust  them.  Thus  each  library  is  made  to  re- 
present as  far  as  possible  all  classes  of  literature. 

Of  course  all  yellow-covered  literature,  lives  of  pirates  and  high- 
waymen, works  against  Christ  and  country,  are  thrown  out  as  bad; 
and  all  little  children's  books,  unusable  incomplete  works,  contro- 
versies among  Christian  denominations,  are  laid  by  as  unsuitable. 

,  [Ohaplsin  Thomas  got  the  idea  of  "  Loan  Libraries  "  from  the  plan  of  the  Amerioaa 
Beaman's  Friend  Society.  Detailed  from  his  regiment  by  General  Thomas,  to  act  ai 
Beading  Agent  for  the  Aimy  of  the  dunberiand,  he  has  pursued  his  plana  with  an  en- 
ergy almost  beyond  parallel,  and  with  remarkable  sneoess.] 


MAGAZIIs"ES 
For  fhe  Army  of  the  Cumberland. 

This  enterprise  was  begun  in  January,  by  J.  C.  Thomas,  Chap- 
lain 88th  Illinois,  and  General  Reading  Agent,  Army  of  the  Cum- 
berland. It  was  carried  on  by  him  till  April,  and  then  adopted  by 
us,  at  his  solicitation,  and  on  the  recommendations  of  Gens.  Tho- 
mas, Grant,  and  Howard,  and  Rev.  E.  P.  Smith,  General  Field 
Agent,  with  others. 

During  the  year,  there  have  been  furnished  to  the  Army  of  the 
Cumberland  85,000  fresh  copies  of  "Littell's  Living  Age,"  "At- 
lantic Monthly,"  "Continental  Monthly,"  "Eclectic  Magazine," 
"Harper's  Magazine,"  "U.  S.  Service  Magazine,"  and  "North 
American  Review."  These  were  bought  of  the  Publishers  at  half- 
price,  or  other  reduced  rates,  transported  by  Adams'  Express  Com- 
pany, to  Nashville,  free;  thence  distributed  to  our  stations  below, 
and  sold  at  cost,  or  less  to  make  convenient  "change." 

To  prevent  mistake  and  misapprehension,  each  number  was  ap- 
propriately labelled.     Here  is  a  specimen: 


BOtraHT  OF  THE  PUBLIBHESS  AT  SO  QTS. 

TRANSPORTED  BT  ADAMS  EXPRESS  OOMPAKT  VREE. 

Sold  at  our  Rooms  and  by  Distributors  at  30  Ots. 

But  onlj  to  the  Army  and  Navy  and  in  Single  Nombera. 


It  is  the  common  testimony,  that  the  movement  has  worked  well, 
and  ac(;omplished  much  good. 

Regiments  in  the  field,  away  from  our  stations,  should  procure 
direct  from,  the  offices  of  publication,  by  mail. 

To  illustrate  the  importance  of  our  Magazine  work,  Chaplain 

Thomas  gives  the  following  incident,  out  of  many.     He  says: 

In  the  afternoon  of  November  24th,  1868, 1  met  on  the  side- 
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walk  near  the  post  office  in  Chattanooga,  a  soldier  with  a  pile  of  25 
cent  novels  on  his  arm.  He  was  trying  to  sell  one  to  another  sol- 
dier. Stopping,  I  asked,  "How  do  you  sell  those?*'  "At  40 
cents,"  he  replied.  Taking  him  to  one  side — "What  do  you  pay 
for  them ?"  " Thirty  cents."  "  Have  you  parents  living ?"  "Yes, 
sir."  "Are  they  Christians?"  "They  are,  and  my  brothers  and 
sisters,  too."  "Would  it  not  grieve  them  to  see  you  doing  this?" 
"I  suppose  it  would.  My  mother  taught  me  to  pray,  and  I  used 
to  go  to  the  Sunday-school.  I  never  read  a  novel,  such  as  these, 
in  my  life,  till  I  came  into  the  army,  and  I  do  not  now  when  I  can 
get  any  thing  better."  "What  education  have  you  had?"  "I 
was  ready  in  Mathematics  and  Latin,  to  enter  college  when  the  war 
broke  out."  "What  is  your  name?"  "Joseph  H.  Yundt,  private, 
10th  Ind.  Inf.,  now  detailed  as  Postmaster  to  the  Artillery  Reserve, 
of  seventeen  batteries.  When  I  left  with  the  mail  this  morning, 
the  boys  told  me  to  *  bring  back  something  to  read.'  There  waa 
nothing  else  here— so  I  bought  these."  "How  many  have  you 
sold?"  "Not  any;  I  was  just  oflfering  them  when  you  saw  me*" 
"How  many  have  you  sold  before  to-day,  do  you  think?"  "Not 
one;  this  is  my  first  lot."  "My  brother  soldier,  I  am  very  glad  I 
have  met  you  just  at  this  point.  You  can  still  say,  'I  never  sold  a 
copy  of  the  vile  trash.'  Keep  your  honor.  If  you  will  come  with 
me  to  my  room,  I  will  give  you  for  the  novels  some  specimen 
magazines,  that  will  sell  for  as  much,  and  they  are  good;  the  boys 
will  like  them.  And  I  have  some  of  Pitman's  Manuals  of  Phono- 
graphy, that  I  will  let  you  have  at  cost,  if  you  wish."  "Pitman's 
Manual?  I  have  been  wanting  to  get  a  copy  for  a  long  time; 
I  want  to  study  it."  The  young  soldier  went  with  me  to  my  room; 
made  the  exchange;  bought  what  Manuals  I  had;  promised  me 
that  he  would  never  buy  or  sell  another  such  novel;  conversed  with 
me  freely  about  his  soul,  and-  evidently  went  away  glad. 

The  novels  in  question  were  12:  2  "Dick  Turpin,"  2  "Pirate's 
Son,"  4  "Flying  Artillerist,"  and  1  each,  of  "Eed  Eover," 
"Iron  Cross,"  "Eed  King,"  and  "Jacob  Faithful." 


EEPORTS 


or 


BASE  OFFICES,  ARMY  AGENCIES  AND  BRANCHES. 


WASHmGTON   AGEI^OT   EEPORT, 

Until  the  opening  of  the  campaign  in  May,  the  operations  of 
our  Commission  at  this  base,  continued  about  the  same  as  vhen 
last  reported.  From  that  date  they  have  been  on  a  vastly  enlarged 
scale,  and  of  a  more  diversified  character. 

To  meet  the  emergency,  created  by  the  battles  of  May,  the  work 
of  the  Commission  needed  to  be  expanded  at  once  to  dimensions  un- 
thought  of  hitherto.  And  with  a  noble  generosity  were  we  sup- 
plied with  both  men  and  stores.  The  first  two  weeks  after  commu- 
nication with  the  army  was  opened,  270  delegates  were  sent  from 
this  office  to  Belle  Plain,  and  Fredericksburg,  to  care  for  the 
wounded  brought  in  from  the  battle-fields  of  the  Wilderness  and 
Spottsylvania. 

The  first  day,  May  10th,  a  company  of  31  was  organized  and 
sent  forth;  May  11th,  21;  12th,  33;  18th,  21;  14th,  45;  16th, 
84;  18th,  24;  19th,  87;  and  so  on.  The  best  men  in  our  churches 
ill  over  the  land,  many  holding  high  positions  in  society — ^lawyers, 
physicians,  clergymen,  professors  im  colleges,  cheerfully  volun- 
teered their  services. 

These  were  all  furnished  with  outfit;  and  stores  in  vast  quanti- 
ties were  sent  forward,  for  their  use  in  ministering  to  the  thousands 
upon  thousands  of  suffering  soldiers. 

The  Government  generously  afforded  us  facilities  for  transpor- 
tation, but  our  wants  were  such  as  to  compel  us  for  a  season  to 
charter  a  stea(m-tug  and  a  schooner.  The  process  thus  detailed 
was  repeated  at  each  new  base  made  by  the  army,  at  Port  Eoyal, 
White  House  and  City  Point. 

52 


WASHINOTON  AGENCY  REPORT.  53 

The  sorvice  required  at  the  hands  of  the  delegates  was  most 
laborious  and  self-denying,  tasking  every  power  of  "soul,  body, 
and  spirit,"  and  not  a  few  broke  down  in  health  under  it.  But  all 
felt  it  to  be  a  blessed  privilege  to  suffer  themselves,  that  they  might 
relieve  greater  suffering,  and  in  connection  with  ministrations  to  the 
body,  to  minister  also  to  the  immortal  part;  now  dropping  a  word 
of  cheer  to  the  disciple  of  Jesus,  now  directing  the  anxious,  now 
leading  the  thoughts  of  the  dying  in  a  few  words  of  prayer, 
and  administering  to  all  the  precious  cordial  of  a  tender  and  affec- 
tionate sympathy. 

Simultaneously  with  what  we  were  called  upon  to  do,  in  supply- 
ing the  Front,  a  new  demand  arose  in  Washington  and  Alexandria. 
All  the  Hospitals  being  crowded  with  the  wounded,  a  thorough 
system  of  hospital  work  was  promptly  organized,  to  meet  this  part 
of  the  emergency.  Chaplains,  when  there  were  Post  Chaplains, 
ever  cordially  accepted  this  arrangement.  Delegates  were  assigned, 
one,  two  four,  six,  or  eight,  to  a  hospital,  which  was  to  be  visited 
day  by  day.  They  conversed  and  prayed  with  the  men  from  cot 
to  cot;  wrote  letters  for  them;  carried  them  such  delicacies  an4 
articles  of  comfort  as  our  store-room  afforded,  (thousands  of  dollars 
worth  were  thus  given  away — stimulants  and  other  medicines  being 
given  always  under  the  direction  of  the  surgeons ;)  gave  reading 
to  such  as  were  able  to  read  and,  when  expedient,  especially  on 
the  Sabbath,  held  short  religious  services  in  the  wards.  These  ser- 
vices were  then,  and  have  been  always,  very  highly  prized  by  the 
patients,  and  have  been  a  great  comfort  to  multitudes,  who  had  no 
other  public  means  of  grace. 

This  has  been  one  of  the  richest  fields  for  spiritual  husbandry, 
and  the  adorable  Head  of  the  Church  has  furnished  us  with  a 
choice  class  of  laborers,  who  have  faithfully  borne  the  burden  and 
heat  of  the  day.  "We  have  seen  very  precious  results  of  their 
labors.  Our  Sabbath  evening  meetings  of  delegates,  kept  up  for 
several  months,  in  which  they  gave  an  account  of  their  experience 
in  the  hospitals  the  previous  week,  and  particularly  the  previous 
day,  were,  uniformly,  seasons  of  melting  and  stirring  interest. 
Eternity  will  reveal  surprising  results  from  these  patient  and  un- 
ostentatious labors. 

As  this  report  closes,  we  are  beginning  to  introduce  into  these 
hospitals,  under  extremely  hopeful  auspices,  the  Diet  Kitchen  Sys- 
tem.    Arrangements  are  already  perfected  in  four  of  the  larger 
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hospitals.  Mrs.  Annie  Wittenmyer  has  the  superintendence  of  this 
department ;  a  lady  of  rare  qualifications  for  such  a  service,  and 
who  has  had  much  experience  in  organizing  and  directing  a  work 
of  the  same  kind  in  the  West.  Indeed,  this  is  but  an  extension, 
under  the  same  head,  of  the  system  there  inaugurated. 

It  was  found  necessary  early  in  the  season  to  create  at  this  office 
a  Bureau  of  Information,  which  we  have  styled  the  "Individual  Re- 
lief Department."  This  has  given  full  employment  to  an  efficient 
agent  in  answering  the  multitudinous  inquiries  of  those  seeking 
information  about  their  friends  in  the  army,  whether  living  or 
dead,  well  or  in  hospital,  within  our  lines  or  within  the  lines  of  the 
enemy,  and  the  various  other  things  which  the  anxious  ones  at  home 
wish  to  know  about  their  absent  sons,  brothers,  and  husbands. 

We  have  also  received  at  the  hands  of  our  agents  with  the  army 
a  vast  number  of  soldiers'  packages,  anj^  packages  containing  the 
effects  of  deceased  soldiers,  which  have  been  forwarded  by  express 
to  their  friends. 

Reference  has  been  made  to  the  great  expansion  of  our  work  at 
this  center  at  the  opening  of  the  campaign.  We  had  not  at  that 
time  a  tithe  of  the  accommodations  we  needed  for  either  delegates 
or  stores.  After  experiencing  much  inconvenience,  we  rented  a 
large  store-room  on  D  street,  and  pitched  a  spacious  tent  on  an 
open  lot,  opposite  our  house,  for  delegates  to  lodge  under.  Finally 
in  the  month  of  July,  we  leased  a  lot  on  10th  street,  on  which  we 
erected,  at  a  cost  of  about  three  thousand  dollars,  a  building  32 
feet  in  width  by  100  feet  in  length,  and  two  stories  in  height,  which, 
with  an  addition,  affords  ample  accommodation  for  general  storage, 
for  dormitory,  sitting  room,  dining  room,  kitchen  and  laundry.  We 
still  keep  the  original  building  No.  500  H  street,  for  office  purposes, 
and  as  a  store-house  to  draw  from  for  home  distribution  in  hospitals 
and  elsewhere. 

The  local  work  has  lost  none  of  its  interest  or  importance,  and 
has  been  systematically  and  vigorously  prosecuted  by  the  Rev.  0. 
P.  Pitcher,  who  is  mainly  supported  by  the  Army  Committee  of  the 
Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  and  the  Rev.  John  Kimball, 
whose  salary  is  paid  by  a  noble  and  generous  Christian  citizen. 
These  are  aided  by  the  delegates  and  a  number  of  resident  minis- 
ters and  laymen. 

Some  idea  of  the  vfield  may  be  gathered  from  the  following  ex- 
tracts from  the  reports  of  Messrs.  Pitcher  and  Eimball. 
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Mr.  Eamball  reports  that,  during  seven  months  spent  in  laboring 
among  the  soldiers  and  sailors,  he  has  distributed  13,253  Religious 
Newspapers,  1,122  Testaments,  10,425  pages  of  tracts,  766  Hymn 
Books,  512  Monthly  Magazines,  105  Bound  Books,  and  other  read- 
ing of  various  kinds. 

He  has  made  589  visits,  and  held  289  meetings.  His  visits  have 
been  in  thirty-four  different  places,  and  meetings  have  been  held  in 
nearly  all  of  these  places. 

One  hundred  and  seventeen  men,  by  count,  have  asked  him  to 
pray  for  them,  and  many  others,  who  have  not  been  counted.  Most 
of  them,  we  trust,  have  found  the  Saviour.  "  The  Christian  Com- 
mission workers  are  needed  at  the  front ;  but  they  are  also  needed 
at  Washington,  where  Satan  spreads  his  most  alluring  snares." 

Bey.  0.  P.  Pitcher's  Beport 

The  Veteran  Reserve  Guards  in  and  around  the  city ;  the  Regular 
Infantry  and  Cavalry  Guards ;  Sailors,  Marines  and  Engineers ; 
the  vast  multitude  of  soldiers  passing  through  Washington,  and " 
halting,  for  a  night  or  more,  at  the  Soldiers*  Rest ;  *  the  Union 
prisoners  and  deserters  confined  in  the  different  guard-houses  of 
Washington  and  Georgetown ;  the  rebel  prisoners  of  war,  guerril- 
las, bushwhackers  and  disloyal  citizens  confined  in  the  Old  Capitol 
and  Carroll  prisons  during  the  year;  the  Quartermaster's  men, 
composed  of  carpenters,  blacksmiths,  wheelwrights,  saddlers,  paint- 
ers, trimmers,  teamsters;  ambulance,  express  and  cart  drivers; 
laborers,  hostlers,  watchmen,  messengers,  cooks,  &c.,  besides  seve- 
ral hundred  in  the  Commissary  Department,  these  constitute  the 
classes  among  whom  missionary  labor  has  been  performed. 

Several  things  connected  with  this  work  demand  particular 
attention. 

1.  From  the  changes  taking  place  among  the  Veteran  Guards, 
by  the  expiration  of  their  term  of  service,  from  the  constant 
changes  in  the  prisons,  &c.,  and  the  ever-changing  concourse  at 
the  Soldiers*  Rest,  not  less  than  270,000  men,  in  one  year,  are 
brought  within  reach  of  missionary  labor,  at  this  point  alone. 

2.  There  is  not  a  Chaplain  In  the  whole  field.  This  feature 
alone,  when  it  is  remembered  that  no  place  in  the  nation  is  more 

*  The  number  passing  at  this  point,  in  1868,  \9xceeded  two  hundred  thousand 
men,  and  the  stream  has  not  appeared  to  diminish  In  1864. 
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filled  with  temptation,  and  the  perils  of  vice  and  crime,  than  this, 
and  that  a  large  majority  of  the  men  are  joung,  and  all  are  away 
from  the  restraints  of  home,  society  and  the  church,  is  one  of  no 
ordinary  interest. 

8.  In  the  mission  field  there  are  from  twelve  to  fifteen  small 
hospitals,  widely  separated  from  each  other,  and  averaging  from 
twenty  to  forty  patients  and  attaches.  In  all  these  there  is  a  pecu- 
liar demand  for  sympathizing  Christian  effort ;  first,  because  they 
have  no  Chaplains;  and,  secondly,  because  they  are  situated  outside 
the  public  thoroughfares,  and  are,  therefore,  much  more  likely 
to  be  overlooked  by  visitors,  and  in  the  general  distribution  of 
supplies. 

4.  How  to  reach  this  entire  field  with  the  means  of  grace,  at 
proper  times;  to  minister  to  the  sick  and  dying;  and  carry  the  gos- 
pel, by  the  living  voice  or  upon  the  printed  page,  to  every  creature 
in  all  these  destitute  places,  is  the  great  question. 

Several  ministers  and  laymen  have  nobly  volunteered  to  take 
some  part  of  the  work  upon  their  hands.  The  Rev.  S.  Tustin, 
D.D.,  Messrs.  Leech,  Winslow,  Stoddart,  Pratt,  Bryant,  Wight 
and  Dennis  have  labored,  more  or  less,  at  certain  points. 

All  my  evenings,  with  scarcely  an  exception,  are  systematically 
devoted  to  meetings  at  different  points ;  Sabbaths  have  from  five  to 
eight  other  appointments,  some  of  them  two  or  three  miles  apart. 
Some  of  our  most  precious  seasons  of  worship  have  been  enjoyed, 
a  little  after  daylight,  with  convalescent  and  other  soldiers,  at  the 
"Rest."  At  all  our  meetings  we  endeavor  to  distribute  the  Scrip- 
tures and  other  reading,  according  to  the  real  demand,  though 
sometimes  restricted  by  a  limited  supply.  This,  together  with 
singing,  by  those  who  often  accompany  me,  adds  greatly  to  the 
interest  and  profit  of  the  meetings.  Few  services  are  held  which 
do  not  result  in  imparting  fresh  encouragement  to  Christian  sol- 
diers, and  in  leading  sinners  to  the  Lord.  Many  will  lift  up  their 
hands  for  prayers ;  some  will  rise  voluntarily,  confess  their  sins, 
ask  for  prayers,  and  express  their  resolution  to  live  henceforth  a 
Christian  life,  exhorting  their  companions  to  turn  from  all  their 
sinful  habits,  and  enlist  with  them  in  the  service  of  God ;  while 
others  have  cried  aloud  for  mercy,  and  soon  after  testified  that  they 
have  felt  their  sins  forgiven. 

Some  precious  tokens  of  saving  grace  have  been  witnessed,  at 
the  hospitals  and  other  places,  in  connection  with  personal  efforts, 
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for  the  salvation  of  dying  men.  But  my  limits  will  not  allow  me 
to  detail  even  the  most  encouraging  incidents  connected  with  this 
blessed  work.  An  outline  of  labors  in  this  local  field,  for  about 
mne  months  of  active  service,  since  the  date  of  my  first  an- 
nual report,  (November  16th,  1863,)  is  indicated  by  the  following 
fi<jures: 


"o 


11 
ii 


Copies  of  Scriptures  distributed, 5,706 

Hymn  Books       "  3,577 

Knapsack  Books  distributed,     .     •     •     •         3,235 
«         Pamphlets,  &c.,  "        .     ;     .     .     .  141 

"         Religious  Papers  "        47,245 

Pages  of  Tracts  distributed, 108,883 

Number  of  Religious  Services  held, 490 

Number  who  have  expressed  a  desire  to  become 
Christians,  (many  of  whom  have  heartily  con- 
fessed their  sins,  and  given  evidence  of  turning 

to  the  Lord,) 805 

Number  of  visits  to  camps,  hospitals  and  corrals,  to 
aid  the  sick  and  wounded,  distribute  religious  read- 
ing, and  make  arrangements  for  meetings,  &c.,    .  275 

Besides,  much  labor  has  been  performed  which  cannot  now  be 
reported  by  figures,  such  as  distributing  stationery;  obtaining 
clothing  and  blankets  for  those  suffering  with  cold;  looking  after 
destitute  families  of  soldiers;  leading  those  in  feebleness  and  want 
to  places  of  relief;  writing  letters  in  behalf  of  the  sick,  and  to  the 
families  and  friends  of  the  deceased,  thus  communicating  their  dying 


Such  is  but  an  imperfect  glance  at  the  great  field  of  missionary 
labor,  in  the  providence  of  God  opened  before  us.  The  cheerful 
co-operation  of  superintendents  and  commanding  officers ;  the  sup- 
ply of  the  Holy  Scriptures  by  tjie  American  Bible  Society ;  the 
constant  and  liberal  contribution  of  religious  reading  by  the  U.  S. 
Christian  Commission,  as  also  by  both  the  New  York  and  Boston 
brapches  of  the  American  Tract  Society ;  the  thrilling  awakenings 
and  conversions ;  the  touching  experiences  of  trials  and  triumphs 
of  grace,  as  related  at  the  soldiers'  meetings ;  the  gratitude  and 
delight  with  which  they  hail  these  privileges ;  the  arduous  and  self- 
denying  exertions  of  the  Association  to  continue  this  work  among 
them ;  and  the  far-reaching  bearings  which  these  efforts,  by  God's 
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blessing,  may  have  upon  the  eternal  welfare  of  thousands  of  immor- 
tal souls,  might  supply  material  for  volumes, 

0.  P.  Pitcher, 
Missianari/  Toung  Men's  Okrutian  A%BociaUon. 
Washington  D.  C,  Jan.  1,  1865. 


We  have  not  been  able,  as  yet,  to  operate  in  the  lines  of  forts 
around  Washington  so  systematically  as  is  desirable,  though  they 
have  been  by  no  means  wholly  neglected.  We  have  a  plan  for 
more  thorough  visitation  in  the  future,  which  we  hope  to  enter  upon 
soon.  At  Alexandria,  the  hospital  work  was  organized,  and  has 
been  prosecuted  on  a  plan  similar  to  that  adopted  in  Washington, 
and  with  similar  tokens  of  the  divine  favor. 


Alexandria  and  its  Heighborhood. 

Our  agent  at  Alexandria  speaks  of  the  increasing  interest  with 
which  the  work  has  been  prosecuted.     He  says : 

"We  have  distributed,  in  the  twenty-three  hospitals,  twenty 
military  camps,  and  five  prisons,  from  two  to  three  thousand  reli- 
gious periodicals  weekly. 

*'  In  many  instances  we  have  had  undoubted  evidence  of  the  saving 
of  life  by  furnishing  articles  of  food  suited  to  the  taste  and  imme- 
diate, wants  of  patients.  A  case  illustrative  of  this  occurred  at  the 
Soldiers'  Rest,  in  the  month  of  August.  Our  delegate  was  directed 
to  a  man  who,  it  was  said,  must  soon  die.  He  had  retained  nothing 
on  his  stomach  for  a  long  time.  The  emaciated  frame  and  sunken 
eye  told  the  sad  tale,  and  revealed  the  almost  certain  result  near  at 
hand.  The  delegate  tried  the  effect  of  a  slice  of  bread  from  our 
table,  with  a  little  apple-butter.  This  was  retained.  The  next  day 
a  small  piece  of  mutton,  nicely  prepared,  was  tried  with  success. 
This  the  delegate  continued  to  provide,  from  day  to  day,  till  the 
flesh  came  back  upon  the  bones ;  and  while  the  man  stayed  in  the 
hospital,  he  was  familiarly  called  Hhe  mutton  man.'  He  speaks 
of  the  influence  of  these  material  gifts  in  preparing  the  already 
receptive  mind  of  the  suffering  soldier  for  better  things :  *  A  great 
many,  in  these  twenty-three  hospitals,  have  given  pleasing  evidence 
of  a  change  of  heart,  during  the  past  year.  These,  we  humbly 
trust,  are  to  be  counted  by  scores  and  by  hundreds.' 
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**  Another  part  of  the  labors  of  this  Commission  has  been  in  minis- 
tering to  the  troops  in  camp  and  forts  in  and  around  the  city,  when 
places  could  be  fotind  to  hold  public  worship,  and  sometimes,  when 
the  weather  would  permit,  in  the  open  air.  To  these,  also,  we  have 
made  a  regular  distribution  of  religious  periodicals,  weekly. 

"  The  five  military  prisons,  containing  from  two  to  three  thousand 
deserters,  have  also  claimed  our  attention  and  services.  Public 
worship  has  been  held  regularly  in  each  of  the  eighteen  wards,  by 
our  delegates,  every  Sabbath  day;  in  some  instances  with  very 
encouraging  results,  and  in  other  cases  amid  the  insults  of  the  de- 
graded, who  so  largely  compose  that  wretched  class  of  humanity. 

^'  Special  attention  has  been  given,  at  this  station,  to  maintain- 
ing a  suitable  library,  and  a  systematic  distribution  of  its  books, 
which  has  resulted  in  great  good.  Within  the  last  few  months  the 
library  has  been  more  than  doubled,  and  now  contains  about  a 
thousand  volumes,  which  are  being  constantly  read  by  soldiers  in 
hospitals  and  camps.  No  one  thing,  of  all  we  have  attempted  to 
do  for  the  soldier,  is  a  more  complete  success  than  this. 

"In  conclusion,  we  desire  to  mention  the  consideration  and 
courtesy  extended  to  our  delegates  on  the  part  of  surgeons,  chap- 
lains and  military  officers.  With  a  single  exception,  this  has  been 
all  that  we  could  have  desired;  and  for  many  a  personal  favor 
and  special  opportunity  of  increasing  usefalness  we  feel  very  thank- 
ful." 


Our  delegate  went  into  one  of  the  hospitals  on  Washington  street, 
and  found  there  a  man  whose  countenance  betrayed  the  deepest 
sadness  of  heart.  His  fellow-sufferers  whispered,  "He  will  not 
long  survive,  he  is  so  sad  and  melancholy."  The  delegate  ap- 
proached, inquiring  how  he  was.  *'0h,  the  same  thing  over  and 
over,"  says  he.  *'  Can  I  do  any  thing  for  you?"  inquired  the  dele- 
gate; ''write  a  letter  to  some  friend,  or  any  thing?"  "I  have  no 
friends,"  he  replied.  "No  father,  no  mother?"  "No."  "No 
brother,  no  sister?"  "No.  Stay;  there  is  an  old  man  living  near 
Albany,  that  I  used  to  work  for;  you  may  write  to  him."  The 
delegate  wrote  the  letter,  and  talked  to  him  about  his  soul ;  assured 
him  that  he  had  friends  all  over  the  country,  praying  for  him. 
"They  have  sent  me  to  talk  to  you,  and  to  aid  you,  if  you  need 
any  thing.     Here  is  a  comfort-bag.     See  how  nice  it  is ;  all  these 
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little  oonyeniences.  Don't  say  *  No  one  cares  for  you.' "  The 
next  day  the  delegate  called  again,  and  found  the  wounded  man 
mending  his  garment  with  the  contents  of  his  comfort-bag,  for  he 
had  began  to  think  that  it  was  better  to  try  to  live,  and,  what  is 
better  than  all,  to  become  a  sincere  inquirer  after  the  way  of  salva* 
tion  through  Christ,  and,  in  the  course  of  a  few  days,  came  to  a 
sweet  experience  in  religious  things. 

At  Camp  Barry,  a  camp  of  artillery  instruction,  we  have  had  an 
agent,  most  of  the  time,  whose  efforts  have  not  been  without  the 
divine  blessing.  Early  in  the  spring  a  commodious  chapel  was 
erected  at  that  place  at  a  cost  of  $700,  of  which  $500  was  contri* 
buted  by  the  officers  and  soldiers. 

At  Camp  Stoneman  our  faithful  agent.  Rev.  S.  W.  Tenney,  who 
had  witnessed  an  almost  continuous  revival  for  eight  months,  was 
prostrated,  in  June,  with  typhoid  fever,  and  lived  but  a  few  days. 
Our  work  there,  one  of  our  b^t  fields,  is  at  an  end,  the  camp  having 
been  recently  broken  up.  * 

To  compensate,  however,  for  this  loss,  a  station  has  just  been 
established  at  Fairfax  Court  House ;  at  which,  and  at  Fairfax  Sta- 
tion, Vienna,  Falls  Church,  Prospect  Hill,  and  other  points  in  the 
vicinity,  more  than  seven  thousand  soldiers  will  be  reached.  A 
large  hall  at  Fairfax  Court  House,  secured  to  us  by  military  au- 
thority, for  religious  meetings,  is  to  be  dedicated  to  that  use,  by 
appropriate  services,  on  the  next  Sabbath,  the  first  Sabbath  of  1865. 

Camp  Stoneman  stretches  about  two  miles  along  the  line  of  hills 
on  the  south  side  of  the  eastern  branch  of  the  Potomac,  and  em- 
braces within  its  scope  Forts  Carroll  and  Greble.  At  the  north 
end  of  this  camp  is  Geisboro  Hospital,  which,  in  September  last, 
contained  about  six  hundred  patients,  mostly  from  the  cavalry  ser- 
vice, this  being  exclusively  a  cavalry  camp. 

The  medical  department  of  the  camp  was  under  the  direction  of 
Dr.  A.  Hurd,  Surgeon-in-Chief.  Dr.  Hurd  is  a  Christian  gentleman 
of  integrity,  and  high  scientific  attainments,  and  was  one  of  our 
warmest  friends  and  supporters.  General  Gamble  highly  appre- 
ciated the  labors  of  the  Commission,  and  cheerfully  responded 
to  all  our  calls  for  assistance,  as  did  also  the  commandants  of  the 
several  divisions. 

In  our  chapel  tent,  daily  services  were  held  the  whole  year  round, 
and  were,  generally,  well  attended.  Owing  to  the  shortness  of  the 
soldiers'  stay — sometimes  only  two  or  three  days;  ten  days  or  two 


THB  WORK  AT  CAMP  DISTEIBUTION.  61 

weeks  being  seldom  reached,  except  in  isolated  cases — the  impres- 
BioDs  made  could  not  be  followed  up,  so  as  to  ascertain  their  final 
results. 

Our  agent  there  writes :  "  By  these  godly  men  (the  delegates)  a 
thousand  little  acts  of  kindness-  were  performed  and  aid  rendered 
which  won  upon  the  better  feelings  of  the  ^boys/  and  gave  them  a 
large  influence  over  them.  Here  they  learned  to  love  and  prize 
the  ministers  of  Uie  gospel  and  pious  laymen ;  in  short,  the  church ; 
as  they  saw  its  standard-bearers  and  their  co-laborers  bearing  in 
one  hand  the  open  Bible,  and  in  the  other  the  needed  material  aid. 
Over  this  wide  field  the  laborers  scatter^  the  precious  seed,  and 
reaped  in  their  own  bosom  a  rich  reward  of  their  labors.  Along 
this  line  of  forts,  at  the  hospitals,  in  the  camp,  and  especially  at 
our  chapel  service,  most  touching  incidents  transpired. 

"  These  evening  meetings  were  generally  well  attended,  and  were 
seasons  of  great  profit;  scarcely  an  evening  passed  that  some  one 
did  not  signify  his  desire  for  salvation.  At  times  they  even  rose 
to  a  sublimity  of  interest.  On  more  than  one  occasion,  after  deeply 
and  attentively  listening  to  the  truth,  moved  by  the  stirring  ap- 
peals to  the  conscience  and  the  hearts,  the  whole  congregation,  en 
massey  have  arisen  to  their  feet,  desiring  an  interest  in  the  prayers 
of  God's  people." 

Camp  Distribution  has  continued  through  the  year,  as  previously, 
to  be  the  theatre  of  marvels  of  divine  grace,  as  will  be  seen  from 
the  excellent  report  of  its  agent. 


The  Work  of  the  IT.  S.  Christian  Commission  at  Camp  Distribution, 

Virginia,  1864. 

This  camp  is  situated  near  the  line  of  the  Alexandria  and  Lou- 
don Railroad,  about  four  miles  from  Washington,  and  nearly  as  far 
from  Alexandria,  and  was  formerly  known  as  Camp  Convalescent. 
There  are  barracks  to  accommodate  five  thousand  soldiers,  and,  in 
closer  quarters,  seven  thousand  five  hundred.  There  are  other  bar- 
racks, where  a  regiment  of  Veteran  Reserves,  a  thousand  strong, 
which  guards  the  camp,  has  its  quarters.  When  fidl,  the  camp 
contains  from  seven  to  eight  thousand  men.  Then  there  are  six 
forts  and  one  battery  near  at  hand,  which  require  a  thousand  men, 
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to  have  them  properly  manned  and  work  the  gans  with  efficiency. 
There  is,  also,  a  camp  for  the  accommodation  and  instruction  of 
colored  soldiers,  where  there  have  been  from  three  to  twelve  hun- 
dred men  at  a  time. 

The  delegates  of  the  Christian  Commission  have  endeavored  to 
visit  all  these  places  every  week,  and  to  hold  such  religious  services 
as  circumstances  would  permit;  also,  to  distribute  Testaments^ 
Hymn  Books,  and  religious  reading  of  various  kinds. 

To  the  sick  we  have  given  medicine,  and  food  and  clothing  to  the 
destitute;  and  received  the  thanks  and  blessings  of  the  grateful  re- 
cipients. At  the  chapel  we  have  held  two  services  daily — a  prayer- 
meeting  in  the  morning,  at  nine  o'clock,  and  preaching,  at  half  past 
six  in  the  evening — ^which  have  been  largely  attended,  and  greatly 
blessed  to  thousands  of  souls. 

Many  of  God*s  people  have  borne  testimony  to  the  value  of  these 
services,  from  their  own  experience,  and  blessed  God  for  the  esta- 
blishment of  the  Christian  Commission,  and  its  labors  at  this  camp. 
And  many  others  have  been  hopefully  converted,  and  gathered 
into  the  fold  of  the  Good  Shepherd. 

During  the  year,  we  have  been  permitted  to  minister  to  the  tem- 
poral necessities  and  labor  for  the  spiritual  welfare  of  more  than 
ninety  thousand  of  our  brave  men,  ^  who  have  gone  forth  for  the 
defence  of  their  country,  in  her  struggle  for  the  maintenance  of 
our  Government  and  the  rights  of  man. 

More  than  seven  hundred  sermons  have  been  preached,  with  the 
accompanying  exercises  of  prayer  and  praise,  and  more  than  nine 
hundred  prayer-meetings  have  been  held,  in  which  the  soldiers  have 
taken  an  active  and  most  acceptable  part. 

Over  thirteen  thousand  Testaments  have  been  given  to  as  many 
soldiers,  and  about  eighty  thousand  religious  newspapers  have  been 
distributed,  besides  many  thousands  of  Hymn  Books,  soldiers' 
books,  tracts,  pamphlets  and  bound  volumes.  And  this  is  but  an 
outline  of  the  labor  done  by  the  Christian  Commission,  at  this  camp 
and  the  surrounding  forts. 

The  results  of  our  labor  have  been  most  encouraging  and  pre- 
cious. Almost  daily  there  have  been  inquirers  after  the  way  of 
salvation.  Perhaps  it  may  be  called  a  cantmuovs  reinval.  Cer- 
tainly the  Holy  Spirit  has  been  present  in  great  power,  convincing 
of  sin,  and  of  righteousness,  and  of  judgment.  Many  thousands 
have  been  awakened  to  feel  their  need  of  a  Saviour,  and  to  ask  for 
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the  prayers  of  Christians ;  and  we  believe  that  thousands  have  been 
bom  of  the  Spirit,  and  brought  into  the  kingdom  of  God*s  dear 
Son.  Evening  after  evening,  twenty,  thirty,  forty,  fifty,  and  some- 
times a  hundred,  have  risen  at  a  time,  to  be  specially  remembered 
in  prayer.  Of  course  we  expect  them  to  become  the  followers  qf 
the  Lamb.  And  many  cases  of  great  interest  have  come  under  our 
observation.     Let  me  give  a  few. 

At  midnight  a  knock  was  heard  at  the  door,  and,  on  answering 
the  call,  a  soldier  replied,  "  I  want  to  talk  about  my  soul."  He 
was  so  deeply  convicted  of  his  lost  condition  as  a  sinner,  that  he 
could  not  rest  nor  sleep.  He  was  an  avowed  Universalist,  and  had 
partaken  of  the  Lord's  Supper  on  the  previous  Sabbath.  He  said: 
"I  professed  to  love  the  Saviour,  and  thought  I  might  come  to  his 
table;  but  I  ought  not  to  have  done  so.  Those  terrible  words  *  that 
you  uttered  have  been  ringing  in  my  ears  ever  since,  and  I  find  no 
peace."  He  was  directed  to  Jesus,  as  just  the  Saviour  he  needed, 
and  assured  that  he  would  find  pardon  and  peace,  through  grace,  in 
His  name.  After  further  conversation  and  prayer,  he  returned  to 
his  bed  in  the  hospital,  and  spent  a  sleepless  night.  The  next  morn- 
ing he  came  down  to  tell  what  the  Lord  had  done  for  his  soul.  ^'  I 
am  very  happy,"  was  his  reply  to  the  inquiries,  "  How  do  you  do, 
this  morning?  Did  you  make  an  entire  consecration  of  yourself  to 
God,  last  night?"  "  Oh,  yes,"  said  he.  " I  did  not  dare  to  sleep 
till  I  had  done  that ;  and  when  I  had  done  it,  I  was  so  happy  that 
I  did  not  want  to  sleep."  For  several  days  in  succession  he  came 
to  tell  us  how  happy  he  was  in  his  mind,  and  what  peace  he  had 
with  God. 

Another  said:  ^^I  want  to  thank  you,  before  I  leave,  as  the 
means,  under  God,  of  my  conversion."  He  was  intemperate,  as 
well  as  impenitent.  Another  asked  for  prayer  in  his  own  behalf, 
saying:  ^^  I  am  going  to  the  front,  in  the  morning,  and  I  want  to 
find  mercy  from  God  before  I  go."  The  next  morning  we  received 
a  message  from  him,  that  he  was  on  his  way  to  the  front,  and  that 
he  carried  the  Saviour  with  him,  in  his  heart. 

Another  rose,  in  our  morning  prayer-meeting,  and  asked  to  be 
baptized.  He  was  requested  to  give  his  religious  experience,  when 
he  stated  that  he  was  bom  in  Philadelphia,  where  his  mother  died 
when  he  was  seven  years  old.     She  taught  him  the  Lord's  Prayer, 

*  1  Cop.  xi.  29.    • 
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irhich  he  continued  to  repeat,  and  wliich  was  the  means  of  his  con- 
yersion.  When*  the  rebellion  broke  out,  his  father  entered  the  rebel 
service,  and  is  now  a  Major-General  in  the  army  under  General 
Lee.  The  son  remained  loyal  and  true,  and  entered  the  Federal 
army.  He  was  employed  in  the  secret  service,  and  was  often  within 
the  rebel  lines.  While  at  Little  Bock,  Arkansas,  he  Was  recog- 
nised, betrayed,  captured,  court-martialled,  and  condemned  to  be 
hung,  as  a  spy.  After  his  capture  he  was  confined  in  a  cell  five 
and  a  half  feet  long,  five  and  a  half  feet  high,  and  two  and  a  half 
feet  wide.  Being  six  feet  and  two  inches  in  stature  himself,  of 
course  he  could  not  stand  erect  nor  stretch  himself  in  any  way. 
Here  he  was  confined  three  months,  without  seeing  the  light,  and 
fed  on  bread  and  water  twice  a  day.  "I  should  have  died,"  said 
he,  "  had  not  my  Heavenly  Father  fed  me  with  the  *  bread  of  life,' 
and  cheered  me  with  his  presence."  He  lost  one  hundred  and 
eighteen  pounds  during  his  confinement.  When  the  day  for  his 
execution  came,  he  was  taken  to  the  scaffold,  his  arms  pinioned, 
his  feet  upon  the  trap-door,  the  black  cap  over  his  eyes,  and  the 
rope  around  his  neck.  Said  he:  ^^Iwas  expecting  to  be  ushered 
into  eternity  every  moment ;  and  that  was  the  happiest  moment  of 
my  life,  for  I  felt  sure  I  should  see  my  Saviour  and  my  mother." 

But  God  delivered  him.  On  the  staff  of  the  General  in  command 
was  the  father  of  our  hero,  and  he  recognised  his  son  in  that  awful 
condition ;  and  though  the  father  did  not  ask  it,  the  life  of  the  son 
was  spared  for  the  father's  sake.  Afterwards  he  effected  his  escape, 
and  is  still  in  the  service  of  his  country. 

Of  course  we  baptized  him,  and  he  has  since  witnessed  a  good 
confession. 

Another  said,  "I  came  to  this  camp  a  great  sinner.  Oh,  I  was 
very  wicked !  But  I  have  found  the  Saviour.  Here  I  have  been 
bom  again,  and  now  this  is  to  me  the  dearest  spot  on  earth." 

Another:  ^^I  have  been  here  several  nights  with  a  great  load  rest- 
ing upon  me.  It  seemed  like  a  mountain,  and  I  thought  I  must  go 
over  it,  and  around  it,  or  under  it.  But  since  I  came  here  to-night, 
it  has  just  burst;  it  is  all  gone,  and  I  feel  happy  in  the  love  of 
God." 

Similar  instances  are  occurring  almost  daily,  and  might  be  de- 
tailed, if  space  would  allow.  The  interest  continues,  and  the  work 
goes  on  with  unabated  power.     It  is  clearly  evident  to  us  that  the 
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Lord's  arm  is  not  "shortened,  that  it  cannot  save;  neither  is  hia 
ear  heavy,  that  it  cannot  hear."  * 

And  we  are  looking  for  yet  greater  mercies.  Indeed,  there  seems 
to  be  an  increasing  interest  in  the  places  around  the  camp  where 
service  is  held,  and  we  hope  for  greater  blessings  than  have  yet  been 
received. 

The  Lord's  Supper  is  administered  on  the  first  Sabbath  in  every 
month;  and  it  seems  to  be  highly  prized  as  a  special  privilege  and 
means  of  grace,  by  the  people  of  God  who  are  sojourning  at  this 
camp,  or  passing  through  it  to  the  field  of  conflict.  And  many 
young  converts,  as  new-born  babes,  desiring  the  sincere  milk  of  the 
Word,  that  they  may  grow  thereby,  have  received  the  memorials  of 
the  Saviour's  body  and  blood,  and,  for  the  first  time,  celebrated  the 
dying  love  of  Jesus  in  the  sacrament  of  the  Supper. 

We  have  also  a  Temperance  organization,  with  a  roll  of  more 
than  three  thousand  names,  who  have  pledged  v  themselves  to  to  til 
abstinence  from  all  intoxicating  drinks,  and  the  number  is  con- 
stantly increasing. 

In  view  of  the&e  facts,  and  when  we  consider  that  this  camp  is 
daily  undergoing  changes,  one,  two,  three,  five,  or  ten  hundred 
leaving  in  a  day,  and  as  many  coming  in  to  take  their  places,  and 
that  still  the  religious  interest  continues,  sinners  are  awakened  and 
turned  to  righteousness,  and  rejoice  in  the  salvation  of  God,  must 
we  not  feel  that  ^*this  is  the  Lord's  doing,  and  marvellous  in  our 
eyes?"     Let  us  give  Him  all  the  glory. 

"Neither  is  he  that  planteth  any  thing,  neither  he  that  watereth, 
but  God  who  giveth  the  increase." 

James  P.  Fisher, 
In  charge  of  Station  at  Camp  DiMribution, 


We  desire  to  bear  our  cordial  and  decided  testimony  to  the  zea] 
and  efficiency  of  our  permanent  agents  in  this  field.  The  position 
is  a  trying  one,  and  requires  not  a  little  gr^^e  and  judgment  to  deal 
with  so  many  men,  with  such  varied  notionaip  It  would  be  difficult 
to  find  four  better  men  for  the  work  than  we  have  in  the  persons  of 
Rev.  J.  J.  Abbott,  at  Washington;  Rev.  0.  C.  Thompson,  at  Alex- 
andria; Rev.  Jas.  P.  Fisher,  at  Camp  Distribution;  and  Rev.  J.  C. 
Kingsly,  at  Gamp  Stoneman,  now  superintending  the  work  in  the 
outer  line  of  defences. 
5 


FIELD   AGENCY. 

Armies  in  Eastern  Virginia. 

JOHN  A.  COLE,  GENERAL   FIELD   AGENT. 

The  new  year,  1864,  opened  very  auspiciously  for  the  II.  S. 
Christian  Commission  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac. '  The  great 
army,  with  its  five  corps,  stretched  along  a  line  of  immense  ex- 
tent; its  front,  facing  the  enemy  at  the  Rapidan,  had  built  its 
winter  habitation,  and,  though  ever  vigilant,  was  at  rest. 

Its  vast  encampments  covering  valley,  hill,  and  plain  for  many 
miles,  comfortable,  symmetrical,  clean,  adorned  with  gigantic  arches 
of  evergreen  and  artificial  groves,  swarming  with' healthy,  vigo- 
rous men,  at  whose  hands  ^he  winter  hours  dragged  heavily,  sup- 
plied a  wondrously  inviting  field  for  the  highest  and  noblest  work 
of  the  Christian  Commission. 

Brandy  Station,  on  the  Ojrange  and  Alexandria  Railroad,  was 
the  army  base;  and,  being  but  a  mile  from  Headquarters,  the 
First  Corps  but  a  few  miles  to  the  westward,  Kilpatrick*8  Ca- 
Talry,  and  the  Second  Corps,  a  few  miles  to  the  south,,  the  Third 
^nd  Sixth  Corps  close  at  hand  upon  the  north,  and  the  Fifth 
Corps  easily  accessible  along  the  line  of  railway,  was  selected  as 
the  most  fitting  location  for  the  Commission  supply  station. 

It  was  resolved,  in  beginning  the  winter's  work,  to  reach  in  a 
thorough  and  effective  manner,  every  regiment,  battery,  and  squad- 
ron in  the  army,  giving  to  each  a  regular  supply  of  good  religious 
reading,  comprising  Bibles,  Testaments,  Soldiers'  Hymn  Books, 
religious  papers,  of  all  denominations  and  from  all  sections  of  the 
country,  tracts  and  books,  expressly  prepared  for  this  circulation; 
and  also,  by  establishing  "stations,"  each  provided  with  a  com- 
fortable chapel-tent,  to  give  to  every  man  an  opportunity  of  hear- 
ing the.  preaching  of  the  Word. 

This  plan  included,  besides  the  accustomed  features  of  the  Com- 
mission work,  one  entirely  new,  and  which,  while  calling  for  a  great 
outlay  of  funds  and  labor,  promised  a  rich  reward. 

This  was  nothing  less  than  a  plan  to  furnish  the  chaplains  of 
eich  brigade  in  the  army,  with  the  means  of  providing  themselves 
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with  a  commodious  and  comfortable  place  of  worship.  For  two 
long  winters,  owing  to  the  expense  of  chapel-tentsj  and  the  great 
difficulties  attending  transportation,  the  chaplains  of  the  army  had, 
with  very  few  exceptions,  been  obliged  to  forego  the  great  and 
almost  indispensable  advantage  of  having  in  their  regiments  a 
suitable  place  where  they  could  collect  the  men  under  their  charge 
for  divine  worship.  It  was  a  deprivation  sorely  felt  by  these 
faithful  men,  left  as  they  were,  almost  helpless  at  the  very  time 
when  they,  whos*  spiritual  guides  they  were,  needed  their  spiritual 
guidance  most.  The  way  in  which  this  most  desirable  end  was  to 
be  attained,  was  by  mutual  effort  on  the  part  of  the  soldiers  and 
the  Commission,  the  one  building  such  part  of  the  church  as  they 
were  able,  the  other  completing  j;he  edifice.  The  great  difficulty 
had  always  been  to  secure  material  for  the  roof.  The  walls  could 
be  put  up  with  logs  and  poles,  the  floor  and  seats  comfortably  pre- 
pared, but,  by  no  possibility,  could  the  material  for  a  roof,  in  the 
army,  be  secured. 

The  Commission,  therefore,  to  complete  buildings,  thus  far  ad- 
vanced, proposed  to  provide  a  large  sheet,  or  "fly*'  of  canvas, 
bound  firmly  with  rope,  and  having  cords  to  fasten  it  to  the  walls. 
To  make  the  gift  more  complete,  music  books  for  the  choir,  and  a 
large  stove,  with  pipe,  was  also  furnished. 

This  proposition  was  joyfully  received,  by  both  chaplains,  9ffi- 
cers,  and  men;  and  brigades  vied  with  each  other,  to  sfee  which 
should  have  the  most  beautiful  structure. 

The  field  agents  in  charge  of  the  prosecution  of  this  plan.  Rev. 
C.  W.  Jenkins  and  Rev.  E.  F.  Williams,  very  soon  had  fifteen 
well  arranged  stations,  so  located  as  to  reach  every  part  of  the 
army  with  their  influence.  All  of  these  had  chapels,  or  some  con- 
venient place  of  worship.  The  stations  situated  in  the  towns  of 
Warrenton  and  Culpepper  used  deserted  churches  for  this  pur- 
pose. 

Sixty  coverings  for  chapel  walls  were  also  issued  to  chaplains, 
in  all  parts  of  the  army;. and  almost,  as  by  magic,  beautiful 
temples,  most  tastily  planned  and  decorated,  sprang  up  in  the 
midst  of  the  camps. 

From  these  stations,  and  from  these  chapels,  an  influence,  more 
powerful  than  any  human  tongue  can  tell,  went  forth.  At  every 
station  of  the  Commission,  and  in  very  many  of  the  brigade  cha- 
pels, meetings  for  the  worship  of  Gh)d  were  held  each  mght — be- 
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sides  meetings  for  the  study  of  the  Bible,  which,  in  some  stations,, 
were  held  daily;  and  at  all,  the  presence  of  the  Divine  Spirit  was 
manifest,  in  the  conviction  and  conversion  of  men. 

The  ** stations"  of  the  Commission  were  all,  with  the  exception 
of  those  in  the  villages,  constructed  upon  the  same  plan.  The  large 
chapel-tent,  beautifully  proportioned,  of  white  canvas,  with  an 
arched  awning  over  its  broad  door,  and  the  white  chapel-flag  float- 
ing above  it,  was  the  crowning  feature  of  the  station.  Within, 
besides  the  closely  arranged  seats,  was  a  table  to  be  used  in  the 
day-time,  as  a  counter  for  books,  and  papers,  and  as  a  writing 
table  for  such  soldiers  as  might  desire  to  use  it.  Sometimes  a 
*'bunk**  was  placed  in  one  corner  for  the  use  of  the  delegates,  or 
any  visitors  who  might  there  chance  to  spend  the  night.  Besides 
this  tent,  was  one  wall-tent,  and*sometimes  two,  small,  but  well 
floored,  and  well  arranged,  and  used  for  kitchen,  dining-room,  and 
lodging. 

Three  delegates  were  usually  at  each  station — one  of  them,  at 
least,  being  a  clergyman.  The  cooking  for  the  station  was  some- 
times.done  by  a  detailed  soldier,  but  more  frequently  by  the  dele- 
gates themselves,  each  taking  his  turn. 

The  work  performed  at  the  station, 'is  of  quite  a  varied  nature. 
Early  in  the  morning,  two  of  the  delegates  taking  an  armful  of 
papers  and  books,  go  to  some  regiment  or  battery  in  their  field, 
perhaps  a  mile  distant,  and  distribute  these  to  the  soldiers  they 
meet,  seeking  out  the  sick,  if  there  be'  any,  and  giving  an  invita- 
tion for  all  to  come  to  the  evening  meeting,  or  making  an  appoint- 
ment for  an  open-air  meeting.  By  personal  conversation  they 
exhort  the  soldiers,  with  whom  they  come  in  contact,  to  live  holy 
lives,  appealing  to  their  better  nature  against  the  various  forms  of 
sin  which  assail  them.  At  the  tent  the  Bible-class  is  held;  in 
some  cases,  forty  or  fifty  soldiers  attending.  In  the  course  of  the 
day,  many  visiters  come  to  the  station;  chaplains,  to  get  reading 
for  their  men,  or  some  delicacy  for  a  sick  man ;  officers,  for  a  copy 
of  their  home  paper,  or  a  book  from  the  library;  soldiers,  for 
reading,  or  perhaps  a  towel,  or  "house-wife,**  or  perhaps  with 
anxious  minds,  desiring  to  talk  with  the  man  of  God  about  the  way 
of  salvation. 

So  the  day  passes — each  hour  filled  with  busy  work,  which,  al- 
though not  recorded  on  earthly  tablets,  leaves  an  impress  for  eter- 
Intj. 


PIBLD   A9BXCr,  ARMIBS   IN   EASTERN   VIRaiNIA.  69 

As  the  evening  hour  approaches,  the  soldiers  from  all  directions 
may  be  seen  flocking  to  the  chapel.  Here  a  soldier,  who,  all  alone, 
is  turning  his  feet  toward  the  tabernacle,  there,  a  group  of  eight 
or  ten  from  a  distant  camp. 

The  tent  is  soon  filled;  every  seat,  and  every  foot  of  standing- 
room  occupied.  The  service  begins;  the  old  time-honored  hymn 
is  followed  by  the  earnest  prayer,  the  tearful  exhortation;  the 
anxious  ones  rise  amid  their  fellows,  asking  prayers,  that  they  too 
might  receive  eternal  life.  Ye9,  in  that  lowly  tabernacle,  in  the 
midst  of  camps,  and  of  warlike  men,  is  found  a  sweet  foretaste  of 
the  coming  heaven ! 

It  has  been  attempted  by  some  to  number  those  who  gained  a 
knowledge  of  Jesus  at  these  stations,  but  it  seems  labor  spent  in 
vain  to  do  this.  God  has  set  his  seal  upon  them,  and  "The  Lord 
knoweth  them  that  are  His."  Indeed^  by  no  possible  array  of 
figures  or  statistics,  can  the  influence  of  these  winter  stations  be 
exhibited.  None  can  ever  know  how  much  of  sin  they  have  pre- 
vented; how  many  despondent,  doubting  Christians  have  been 
encouraged  and  strengthened;  how  many  seeds  of  Divine  truth, 
sown  in  hearts  seemingly  unmoved,  were  destined  some  future  day 
to  bring  forth  perfect  fruit.  None  can  reckon  the  value  of  that 
comfort  given  to  the  faithful  soldier,  who,  in  his  hard  pilgrimage, 
gained,  in  these  tents  of  prayer,  the  Delectable  Mountains,  and 
caught  a  view  of  the  Celestial  City.  None  can  tell  how  many 
weary,  heart-sick  boys,  have  found  in  those  rooms,  the  sympathy 
and  love  their  souls  l6nged  for,  as  though  again  within  the  charmed 
circle  of  home. 

In  such  labors  as  these  the  months  passed  quickly.  The  warm 
days  of  spring  came  again,  the  roads  hardened,  inspections  of 
troops  and  grand  reviews  became  frequent,  the  Lieutenant-General 
appeared,  and  raised  his  new  flag  at  Culpeper.  The  old  army  corps 
were  re-arranged,  and  we  could  not  shut  our  eyes  to  the  fact — the 
fearful  fact — that  all  these  pleasant  scenes  must  end,  to  be  replaced 
by  scenes  of  blood  and  battle. 

One  by  one.  the  stations  were  removed.  It  was  a  touching  sight 
to  witn^s  the  emotions  displayed,  as,  for  the  last  time,  the  soldiers 
gathered  in  their  accustomed  place,  and  lingered,  unwilling  to  tear 
themselves  away  from  the  spot  which  had  become  so  dear,  so  pre- 
cious to  their  souls. 

It  was  decided  to  organize  the  entire  force  of  the  Christian  Com- 
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mission  for  the  active  campaign  into  sections,  each  being  in  charge 
of  an  experienced  agent,  and  being,  as  far  as  possible,  complete  in 
itself.  One  of  these  was  to  be  attached  to  each  army  corps  in  the 
army  of  the  •  Potomac ;  one  to  Burnside's  corps,  which,  it  "was  then 
expected,  would  act  independently  upon  a  naval  expedition;  one 
with  the  army  of  the  James,  which  was  collecting  in  the  vicinity  of 
Fortress  Monroe  and  Yorktown;  and  one  to  act  as  a  supply  section, 
charged  with  the  duty  of  opening  communication  at  the  earliest  pos- 
sible moment  with  the  sections  in  the  army  after  an  engagement. 

The  Ninth  Corps  was  eventually  joined  to  the  army  of  the  Poto- 
mac, so  that  when  the  campaign  began  our  organization  stood  thus : — 
section  with  Second  Corps,  Rev.  C.  W.  Jenkins  in  charge,  two  wa- 
gons, heavily  loaded  with  stores,  and  five  delegates;  section  with 
Fifth  Corps,  Rev.  E.  F.  Williams  in  charge,  one  wagon  and  six  de- 
legates; section  in  Sixth  Corps,  Jas.  A.  Worden,  Esq.,  in  charge, 
one  wagon  and  five  delegates ;  section  with  Ninth  Corps,  F.  E. 
Shearer,  Esq.,  in  charge,  one  wagon  and  seven  delegates;  section 
with  army  of  the  James,  Tenth  and  Eighteenth  Corps,  J.  R.  Miller, 
Esq.,  in  charge,  one  wagon  and  ten  delegates;  supply  section,  H. 
H.  Clark,  Esq.,  in  charge.  This  organization,  with  few  modifica- 
tions, has  been  maintained  throughout  the  campaign,  and  has  proved 
well  adapted  to  the  exigencies  of  the  work. 

Thus,  our  preparations  made,  our  stations  removed,  we  had,  on 
the  1st  of  May,  freed  ourselves  from  the  encumbrances  of  the  win- 
ter, and  were  ready,  in  ^' light  marching  order,**  to  start  at  a  mo-- 
ment's  notice  upon  the  expected  "advance.'*' 

The  order  came  at  night  on  the  3d  of  May, — swiftly  it  sped  along 
the  lines  from  camp  to  camp,  from  corps  to  corps.  Before  that  po- 
tent word,  as  in  a  twinkling,  all  was  changed;  where  lay  the  win- 
ter's camp,  in  all. its  peculiar  beauty,  but  broken  walls  and  black- 
eued  posts  remained;  while  the  close  -columns,  marching  silently 
forward  through  the  shadows  of  the  night,  throwing  back  from  po- 
lished gun  and  bayonet  blade  a  few  reflected  gleams  of  moonlight, 
were  all  that  told  of  the  winter's  rest,  all  that  foretold  the  coming 
strife. 

The  Rapidan  was  safely  crossed,  ^he  bridges  taken  up  behind  us ; 
and  then,  in  the  close  tangle  of  the  "Wilderness,"  began  the  conflict. 

Joining  the  flying  hospitals  of  each  corps  during  the  days  of  the 
"Wilderness"  battles,  each  section  was  vigorously  at  work. 

Pitching  a  little  tent  near  the  hospital  grounds,  some  of  the  de- 
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l^ates  preparing  a  fire-place,  and  bringing  wood  and  water,  made 
large  camp  kettles  full  of  coffee,  beef  soup,  and  milk  punch ;  while 
others,  taking  wash-basins,  soap,  bandages,  and  sponge,  with  which 
they  came  provided,  busily  labored  among  the  bloody,  fainting  men, 
who  lay  in  rows  beneath  the  canvass  awnings,  and  under  the  trees, 
and  along  the  roads. 

On  all  sides  are  cases  of  distress; — this  one  calling  for  water,  that 
one  for  change  of  posture  or  dressing  for  his  wound,  here  one  in  the 
chill  of  death,  anxious  to  send  a  last  message  to  the  home  friends, 
or  to  hear  once  more  the  words  of  prayer.  What  wonder,  then^ 
that  some,  forgetting  every  thing  but  that  unspeakable  distress  and 
want  about  them,  labored  until  they  sank  fainting  from  fatigue! 

Working  by  day,  marching  by  night,  exposed  to  rain  and  cold 
and  danger,  cooking  food  for  the  famishing,  binding  the  wounds  of 
the  suffering,  cheering  with  Christian  consolation  the  despondent 
and  the  dying,  doing  a  thousand  acts  of  kindness,  as  soon  forgotten 
as  performed,  these  delegates  and  agents  of  the  Commission  staid 
at  their  posts  through  all  those  days  of  fighting  and  marching,  which 
at  length  brought  the  army  of  the  Potomac  and  the  army  of  the 
James  together,  on  either  side  of  the  Appomattox,  before  the  strong 
works  of  Petersburg.  It  will  be  impossible  here  to  describe  more 
in  detail  the  work  of  these  sections  during  this  campaign :  each  one 
is  worthy  of  report,  and  a  true  history  of  any  one  would  be  filled 
with  incidents  of  thrilling  interest,  but  space  and  time  forbid. 

A  great  and  very  important  work  was  done  throughout  this  cam- 
paign by  the  "supply  section,'*  and  by  delegates,  who  labored  only 
at  the  various  posts  which  were  used  as  temporary  depot  hospitals. 
On  the  8th  of  May,  immediately  after  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness, 
the  wounded  were  placed  in  long  trains  of  ambulances  and  army 
wagons,  and  taken  to  the  city  of  Fredericksburg,  on  their  way 
north. 

Two  sections  of  the  Commission — -the  "Sixth'*  and  "Ninth" — 
attended  them  on  the  march,  and  remained  with  them  until  relief 
came  by  way  of  Belle  Plain. 

In  the  course  of  the  day,  the  army  of  wounded  men,  variously 
estimated  at  from  ten  to  fifteen,  thousand,  was  poured  in  upon  the 
rebel  city.  Every  church  and  hall,  court-house  arid  theatre,  with 
whole  blocks  and  streets  of  stores  and  dwelling-houses,  were  taken 
for  hospitals. 

With  only  a  small  corps  of  surgeons — almost  entirely  destitute  of 
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food  and  medical  supplies — ^having  but  few  men  competent  to  act  as 
nurses  and  attendants,  their  condition  was  pitiable  and  wretched  in 
the  extreme,  and  must  so  remain  until  stores  and  nurses  were  sent 
from  the  North  to  their  relief.  The  agents  and  delegates  who  were 
with  these  men,  found  every  thing  which  they  had  in  their  heavily 
loaded  wagons,  precious  beyond  estimate. 

Barrels  of  crackers,  sugar,  coffee,  boxes  of  milk,  brandy,  rags 
and  bandages,  soap,  chloroform,  plaster,  every  thing  so  carefully 
selected,  was  needed  to  save  the  very  lives  of  men.  Literally,  thou- 
sands of  sufferers  received  from  these  stores,  for  two  or  three  days, 
nearly  all  the  sustenance  they  had. 

A  fine  large  mansion,  furnished  throughout,  but  deserted  by  its 
owners,  and  occupied  only  by  slaves,  .was  taken  to  be  used  as  head- 
quarters of  the  Christian  Commission,  in  anticipation  of  the  corps 
of  "minute-men**  expected.  . 

They  were  soon  on  the  ground — a  noble  army  of  surgeons,  cler- 
gymen, lawyers,  and  merchants,  coming  equfpped  for  work,  to  the 
number  of  over  two  hundred  men.  The  agent  in  charge  of  the 
supply  section  had  succeeded  in  his  duties,  and  was  the  first  to  land 
stores  and  men  at  Belle  Plain,  the  new  base,  and  was  able  to 
minister  to  a  thousand  wounded  men,  who  had  reached  the  shore, 
before  any  other  relief  organization  was  on  the  ground.  He  brought, 
besides  tents  and  cooking  utensils,  an  additional  number  of  wagons 
and  horses,  and  a  large  stock  of  supplies — so  that  very  soon  the 
Commission  had  most  efficient  stations,  both  at  Fredericksburg  and 
at  Belle  Plain. 

The  corps  of  delegates  at  Fredericksburg  were  organized  in  such 
a  way  as  to.  insure  the  careful  visitation  of  every  hospital  in  the 
city  and  suburbs.  A  store-room  was  opened,  and  the  supplies* re- 
ceived from  Belle  Plain  were  carefully  issued,  the  delegates  in  nearly 
every  case  superintending  their  distribution  to  the  needy  men. 
Committees  were  appointed  to  watch  for  the  trains  of  ambulances 
from  the  front,  ready  to  give  nouiishment  to  the  wounded,  or  as- 
sist in  their  removal  to  their  rude  hospital,  to  see  that  the  hospi- 
tals were  supplied  with  ice  and  straw,  and  to  search  the  streets  and 
houses  for  any  men  who  might  have  been  overlooked  in  the  great 
throng. 

The  delegates,  under  the  direction  of  the  "Corps  Captains/* 
spent  the  day  in  assisting  the  surgeons  and  nurses,  in  writing  let- 
ters for  the  men,  and  holding  prayers — in  some  cases  night  and 
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morning,  in  otixat  hospitals  but  once  a  day — ^in  every  ward.  Many 
of  the  delegates  being  surgeons  of  known  ability,  were  put  in  charge 
of  hospitals  by  the  Medical  Director,  and  others  were  made  ward 
masters,  haying  oversight  of  the  army  nurses. 

In  many  ways,  for  two  long  weeks,  the  delegates  worked  night 
and  day  among  the  wounded. ' 

Loads  of  straw  were  "foraged,**  and  brought  to  the  city  for  bed- 
ding; loads  of  ice,  found  in  the  ice-houses  of  the  vicinity,  were  dis- 
tributed; many  tons  of  clothing,  fruit,  and  hospital  stores,  were 
brought  from  Belle  Plain,  and  hundreds  of  meetings  and  funerals 
attended. 

For  several  days  the  wounded  were  sent  as  fast  as  transportation 
could  be  obtained  over  the  mountain  roads  to  Belle  Plain ;  but  the 
roads  became  so  bad,  that  the  lives  of  men  were  endangered.  The 
Government  soon  rebuilt  the  railrocui  from  Acquia  Greek  to  Fal- 
mouth, and  the  men  were  then  transported  very  comfortably  and 
safely  to  the  boats. 

YHien  the  order  to  evacuate  the  city  came,  a  tent  of  the  Com- 
mission was  pitched  at  Falmouth,  near  the  railroad,  where  the 
wounded  were  being  loaded  upon  cars,  and  kettles  of  farina, 
coffee  and  lemonade  prepared  and  given  to  the  poor  sufferers. 
Many  who  were  near  to  death  were  brought  there,  and  left  upon  the 
ground  in  the  cold  rain  throughout  the  night.  Some  died  there; 
and  doubtless  many  more  would  have  died,  had  it  not  been  for  the 
constant  care  bestowed  upon  them  by  the  delegates  of  the  Com- 
mission, and  the  food  and  stimulants  given.  A  constant  stream 
of  men,  halt,  lame  and  blind,  in  ambulances,  on  crutches,  on 
stretchers,  poured  for  days  out  from  the  streets  of  Fredericksburg 
across  the  long  pontoon,  up  to,  the  railroad  station.  Soon  all  had 
gone,  and  on  the  28th  of  May  the  "  dolorous  city  "  was  given  up  to 
its  inhabitants. 

Touching  a  few  hours  at  Port  Koyal,  the  supply  section  was  next 
establi^ed  at  White-House,  wh^e,  for  two  weeks,  was  a  scene  of 
remarkable  activity. 

Before  any  wounded  had  reached  this  point,  a  fine  station  had 
been  ^tablished  by  Mr.  Miller,  who  now  joined  the  army  of  the 
Potomac  with  his  section;  and  after  the  arrival  of  the  supply  sec- 
tion, fifty  delegates  were  ready  for  any  work.  Having  obtained 
notice  of  the  first  long  train  of  wounded  coming  from  the  battles  on 
the  Pamunky,  and  learning  that  for  thirty  hours,  they  had,  many 
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of  them,  been  without  food,  preparations  were  made  to  supply  them 
from  the  wagons.  It  was  found  that,  the  bridge  being  out  of  repair, 
it  would  be  necessary  for  them  to  lie  still  another  night  in  the  am- 
bulances, about  two  miles  from  the  station,  and  across  the  river. 

The  steam  tug  chartered  by  the  Commission  to  tow  a  schoonei*, 
loaded  with  stores  from  Washington,  was  loaded  with  tents,  kettles, 
crackers,  milk,  etc.,  and  a  station  set  up  on  the  other  side  of  the 
river.  Towards  morning  the  long  train  of  wounded  arrived,  a  pi- 
teous sight,  weary  and  faint  from  pain  and  loss  of  blood;  thirsty, 
hungry,  and  cold,  the  poor  men  could  not  restrain  their  groans  and 
cries  for  help.  Very  soon  the  hot  coffee  and  milk  biscuit  were 
passed  from  wagon  to  wagon, — while  with  basin,  sponge,  bandages, 
and  gentle  touchy  the  delegates,  crawling  in^  the  narrow  ambu- 
lances, bathed  the  face,  combed  out  the  hair,  removed  the  hard, 
offensive  bandage  from  the  wound,  and  put  clean,  cooling  linen  in 
its  place.  A  thousand  men  were  doubtless  relieved  in  these  ways 
during  the  few  hours  which  this  station  remained. 

But,  in  the  mean  time,  the  battles  of  Gold  Harbor  had  been 
fought,  and  many  wounded  were  coming  hi  at  all  hours  of  the  day 
and  night.  An  immense  hospital  of  tents  was  established  at  White- 
House;  and  the  corps  of  delegates  were  divided  into  companies,  and 
assigned  to  the  different  corps  hospitals.  Tents  were  erected  by  the 
Commission,  at  which  soldiers  could  have  their  wounds  dressed,  and 
be  supplied  with  nourishing  food.  Thousands  were  in  this  way  snp- 
plied  with  coffee  and  soup,  papers  and  books,  letter  paper  and  pen- 
cils. Hundr-eds  of  packages,  which  otherwise  would  have  been  lost, 
containing  the  effects  of  soldiers  who  had  been  killed,  were  taken  to 
forward  to  their  friends.  Delegates  were  also  assigned  by  the  Me- 
dical Director  to  go  upon  the  hospital  transports, — ^in  some  casse 
having  the  entire- charge  of  nursing  and  feeding  the  wounded,  whe 
filled  the  boats,  throughout  the  voyage. 

The  sections  at  the  front  were  also  kept  well  supplied  from  this 
station,  a  train  of  four-horse  wagons  passing  back  and  forth  be- 
tween the  base  and  the  flying  hospitals. 

Another  "flank  movement!" — and  again  our  station  is  broken 
up,  and  moved  by  water  down  the  river,  and  up  the  James,  landing 
at  City  l^oint  on  the  15th  of  June. 

Here  began  a  work,  which,  in  one  respect,  that  o(  place j  has  been 
permanent.  Although  many  battles  have  been  fought,  and  many 
changes  have  occurred,  still  the  location  and  position  of  several  sta- 
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tions  were  the  same  at  the  close  of  the  year  as  those  established  in 
the  month  of  June.  City  Point  has,  through  all  this  time,  been  the 
base  of  supply ;  the  stations,  with  few  changes,  have  remained  with 
their  corps,  and  the  work  of  the  Commission  has  gone  steadily  for- 
ward. Stations  were  already  established  at  Bermuda  Hundreds  and 
Point  of  Rocks,  the  latter  being  an  important  station  to  the  pre- 
sent day. 

From  the  1st  of  July,  until  the  1st  of  December,  from  eight  to 
ten  stations  have  been  in  full  and  successful  operation.  One  in  each 
army  corps,  supplied  with  a  wagon  and  horses  for  independent  trans- 
portation, moves  constantly  with  the  hospitals,  and  is  the  Commis- 
sion's head-quarters  for  that  corps;  other  stations,  depending  upon 
this  for  support,  being  established  from  time  to  time,  as  they  are 
needed. 

These. stations  were  generally  manned  by  six  or  eight  delegates, 
and  had  a  large  chapel  "fly"  neatly  pitched,  beneath  which,  in  the 
day-time,  stores  were  distributed,  and  in  the  evening,  prayer  meet- 
ings were  held;  and,  in  addition,  two  or  three  smaller  tents  for  the 
accommodation  of  delegates. 

During  the  months  of  July  and  August,  the  heat  being  exces- 
sive, and  the  exposure  of  our  troops  being  great,  both  from  th«  fre- 
quent battles  and  the  damp  trenches,  a  large  quantity  of  supplies, 
beyond  what  Goyemment  furnished,  were  needed,  and  each  station 
was  supplied  liberally  with  hospital  stores,  vegetables,  and  ice,  for 
distribution.  The  soldiers,  worn  out  by  the  excessive  fatigue  of  the 
campaign,  fell,  many  of  them,  a  prey  to  disease,  and  the  hospitals 
were  always  full.  The  regular  supply  of  religious  reading  was  again 
attempted;  and  although  often  interrupted  by  the  frequent  move- 
ment of  troops,  became  a  source  of  great  good. 

In  nearly  every  station  a  prayer  meeting  was  held  each  evening, 
and  most  precious  seasons  they  were  to  many  a  soul.  Revivals  of 
great  power  followed  the  labors  of  nearly  every  station. 

Battle-field  stores  were  kept  at  all  times  on  hand;  and  at  an 
hour's  notice  the  station  could  be  removed,  packed  upon  the  wagon, 
and  ready  for  a  march. 

The  delegate  in  these  stations  had  a  twofold  work:  first,  the 
systematic  daily  visitation  of  the  field  hospitals;  second,  distribu- 
tion of  reading  matter,  and  preaching  in  the  open  air  to  the  soldiers  ^ 
in  the  trenches,  and  along  the  lines. 

In  visiting  the  field  hospitals  from  day  to  day,  every  person  need- 
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ing  special  assistance  was  sought  out,  and  if  he  needed  food,  or 
clothing,  or  book,  or  letter  written,  or  words  of  cheer  and  Chris- 
tian counsel,  they  were  freely  given.  Whenever  a  battle  occurreci, 
the  delegates  being  near,  were  promptly  on  the  ground  ready  to 
give  such  help  as  they  could  render.  These  labors  were  not  per- 
formed, however,  by  the  Commission,  without  many  drawbacks  and 
diflSculties.  Sickness  deprived  us  from  time  to  time  of  our  most 
experienced  agents  and  delegates,  while  the  sultry  weather  made 
it  almost  impossible  for  delegates  coming  from  the  North  to  undergo 
the  physical  exertion  involved  in  their  arduous  work. 

Soon  after  the  occupation  of  City  Point  by  our  forces,  a  Depot 
Hospital  was  established  on  a  broad  plain  above  the  Appomattox, 
about  one  mile  from  the  James  river.     Here  a  station  of  the  Com- 
mission was  at  once  erected,  and  here,  for  more  than  six  months,  ^ 
has  been  in  most  successful  operation. 

But  a  kind  Providence  led  us  on,  step  by  step;  when  the  way 
before  us  was  the  darkest,  then  the  Master  seemed  to  interpose  in 
our  behalf,  and  not  a  week  passed,  without  giving  fresh  cause  for 
thanksgiving  and  new  exertions. 

This  hospital  partook  somewhat  of  the  nature  of  both  a  field  and 
general  hospital.  It  was  really  a  collection  of  five  distinct  hospi-  • 
tals,  in  which  from  four  to  ten  thousand  men  were  collected.  Here 
was  always  a  field  for  Christian  Commission  labor,  more  extensive 
tiian  we  could  ever  cover.  Hundreds  dying,  thousands  suffering, 
needing  aid  and  help  of  every  kind,  surely  the  delegate  was  never 
at  a  loss  for  want  of  work  to  do ! 

From  fifteen  to  thirty  delegates  have  been  constantly  employed 
at  this  great  station. 

The  hospitals  themselves  were  simply  canvas  tents,  pitched  upon 
wide  streets,  on  what  was  not  long  since  a  cultivated  field.  In  the 
sultry  days  of  summer  the  dust  became  almost  suffocating,  and  greatly 
increased  the  sufferings  of  the  patients.  To  reme(^  this,  a  steam  fire 
engine  was  generously  loaned  the  Commission  by  the  city  of  Balti- 
more, which,  station^  near  the  river  bank,  sprinkled  the  entird 
camp,  laying  the  dust,  and  purifying  the  whole  atmosphere.  It 
was  a  recJ  blessing  to  thousands,  giving  to  every  one  fresh  courage. 
Early  in  July,  a  large  chapel  tent,  sixty  feet  in  length,  was  put  up 
at  this  station ;  .and  when  the  weather  became  cold,  a  large  frame 
chapel  was  built,  to  take  its  place.  In  these,  meetings  have  been 
held,  every  afternoon  and  every  evening,  for  many  months,  and 
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during  all  this  time  have  been  fully  attended.     Indeed,  a  constant 

revival  has  been  in  progress  here,  and  it  is  believed  over  five  hundred 

souls  have  here  been  born  again. 

It  is  a  strange  and  interesting  sight — these  meetings  thronged 

with  soldiers — heads  bandaged,  arms  in  slings,  pale  faces,  crutches 

and  canes  in  all  parts  of  the  house — an  earnest,  tearful  band  of 

worshippers. 

Every  week  this  band  is  broken,  some  are  called  back  to  the 
** front;"  some  go  to  the  more  northern  hospital;  but  there  are 
always  more  to  take  their  place,  and  the  room  remains  full. 

A  fine,  large  reading-room,  with  writing-tables  and  a  circulating 
hbrary,  has  here  been  in  operation  nearly  six  months. 

As  the  hot  days  of  summer  and  the  cool,  delightful  days  of  au- 
tumn wore  away,  all  looked  forward  with  high  hopes  to  the  winter 
season,  when,  for  a  time,  the  soldiers  would  be  in  quiet  camps,  and 
when  once  more  chapels  might  be  raised,  and  every  regiment 
blessed  with  the  gospel  brought  to  their  very  doors. 

The  order  for  winter-quarters,  long-delayed,  came  at  length. 
Ten  thousand  axes  in  a  few  days  laid  low  whole  forests  of  pine, 
and,  as  by  magic,  the  little  huts  and  cabins  rose  from  the  very 
ground,  until  city  after  city  was  complete,  stretching  from  the 
Lynchburg  Railroad  below  Petersburg,  around  that  besieged  city, 
across  the  Appomattox  and  the  James,  to  within  five  miles  of  Rich- 
mond— a  line,  brislling  with  forts,  of  more  than  fifty  miles  extent. 
Once  more  the'  blessed  opportunity  is  ours.  The  quiet  camps 
again  invite  to  earnest,  prayerful  work.  Once  more,  before  these 
thousands  of  brave  men  are  called  to  the  conflict  and  to  death,  the 
gospel  of  peace,  the  good  news  of  salvation  can  be  proclaimed. 
Once  more  may  we  see  soldiers  flocking  to  the  house  of  prayer  as 
doves  to  their  windows. 

The  plan  adopted  for  this  winter  is  the  same  as  that  which 
proved  so  successful  during  the  last,  only  each  station  is  to  be 
made  more  spacious  and  inviting.  The  chapels  are  to  be  two  or 
three  times  larger,  and  reading-rooms  and  circulating  libraries 
more  frequent.  Already  fifteen  stations  are  in  successful  opera- 
tion, each  provided  with  an  elegant  chapel,  and  employing,  in  all, 

,  about  seventy-five  delegates.  As  yet,  the  laborers  are  few;  at 
least  one  hundred  and  fifty  earnest  Christian  men  are  needed  to 
perform  the  work  which  is  ready  at  our  hands.  May  the  Lord  of 
the  vineyard  send  forth  skilled  laborers  to  gather  in  His  harvest ! 
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An  interesting  feature  of  the  work,  this  winter,  is  that  among 
the  colored  soldiers.  Schools,  as  well  as  religious  meetings,  are  to 
be  held  for  thefife,  arid  the  Primer  and  First  Reader  must  precede 
the  Testament.  Arrangements  have  been  made  to  organize  schools 
throughout  the  colored  *  corps,  and  teachers  are  already  on  the 
ground. 

The  "tabernacles,"  which  are  sent  us  by  churches  at  the  North, 
are  worthy  of  notice.  These  are  beautiful  large  tents,  capable  of 
holding  four  or  five  hundred  persons.  These,  bearing  the  dames 
given  by  the  donors,  are  occupied  as  chapels,  and  a  constant  com- 
munication is  kept  up  between  the  home  Church  and  the  army 
tabernacle. 

Thus,  hastily,  have  we  sketched  a  few  of  the  more  prominent  fea- 
tures of  the  Christian  Commission  work  in  the  armies  operating 
against  Richmond  during  the  year  1864. 

The  year  has  closed;  its  opportunities  and  privileges' are  ours 
no  longer.  As  we  look  back  through  its  months  of  strange  expe- 
rience, we  can  but  wonder  at  the  way  in  which  the  Lord  has  led  us. 

This  year,  for  the  first  time  during  the  war,  a  thorough  plan  of 
Christian  efibrt  and  relief,  embracing  in  its  scope  an  entire  army 
and  the  entire  year,  has  been  carried  out  jrith  full  success. 

On  marcAes,  in  sickness,  in  danger,  in  the  camp,  in  the  hospital, 
on  the  transport,  on  the  field  of  battle,  Christ  has  stood,  in  the 
person  of  His  followers,  relieving  the  sick,  the  lame,  the  blind, 
and  preaching  the  gospel  to  the  poor. 

While,  with  grateful  hearts,  we  rejoice,  remembering  this  success 
which  has  followed  our  feeble  efforts,  let  us  ascribe  to  Him,  our 
Lord,  ail  honor  and  all  praise. 

Truly  yours, 

J.  A.  Cole. 
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Beport  of  J.  B.  Hiller,  General  Field  Agent 


Office  U.  S.  CliriBti*n  Commission, 

Harper's  Ferry,  Dec.  80th,  1864, 


. } 

I  Tiave  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  operations 
of  the  Christian  Commission  in  this  field,  from  the  organization  of 
the  department,  in  September,  till  the  close  of  the  year.  The  im- 
possibility of  keeping  fall  records  during  the  hurried  work  of  or- 
ganizing, while  an  active  campaign  was  in  progress,  will  account 
for  any  deficiencies  in  the  first  part  of  my  report. 

I  left  City  Point,  Va.,  to  assume  direction  of  the  work  in  the 
Shenandoah  Valley,  September  16th,  and  reached  Sandy  Hook,  in 
Maryland,  the  19th,  the  day  of  the  great  battle  at  Winchester.     . 

Both  difficulties  and  dangers  attended  the  forwarding  of  sup- 
plies and  delegates  for  the  relief  of  the  sufferers  at  Winchester. 
The  railroad  from  Harper's  Ferry  to  Winchester  was  destroyed. 
Ghierrillas  infested  the  country  in  search  of  plunder.  We  had  to 
hire  poor  wagons  and  teams,  until  good  ones  could  be  purchased 
and  sent  to  us.  The  difficulties  were  overcome,  the  dangers  did  not 
stop  us.  Our  wagons,  supplies  and  delegates  were  hastened  for- 
ward, and  reached  the  front  in  safety. 

Arriving  at  Winchester,  a  room  was  secured,  where  the  stores 
were  deposited,  while  the  wagons  went  back  immediately  for  more 
supplies.  In  two  days  we  again  went  forward  with  two  wagon-loads 
of  choicest  hospital  stores,  and  with  a  re-enforcement  of  ten  dele- 
gates. This  second  supply  I  accompanied  myself.  I  at  once  vi- 
sited all  the  hospitals,  and  reported  to  all  the  different  surgeons  in 
charge  that  we  had  a  band  of  workers,  who  had  come  to  do  their 
part  in  caring  for  the  brave  sufferers.  In  every  instance  the  prof- 
fered aid  was  gratefully  accepted.  To  many  of  these  officers,  as 
well  as  to  their  men,  the  Christian  Commission  was  almost  un- 
known. The  6th  Corps  had  served  long  in  the  Potomac  army,  and, 
of  course,  had  met  the  Commission  in  every  camp  and  field  since 
its  first  organization.  But  the  19th  Corps  had  known  but  little 
of  our  operations  previously  to  this  campaign.  And  the  8th  Corps, 
having  oeen  serving  in  the  mountains  of  West  Virginia  mainly, . 
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knew  but  little  more  of  ua.  However,  every  facility  was  granted 
us,  and  with  no  ceremony,  our  ten  delegates,  fresh  from  home,  and 
anxious  to  do  all  in  their  power  to  alleviate  suffering,  went  to  work. 
Since  that  time,  we  have  had  a  great  and  uninterrupted  work  at 
"Winchester. 

The  battle  of  September  19th  was  a  most  important  one.  Pre- 
viously to  the  campaign  that  so  auspiciously  opened  with  this  en- 
gagement, the  valley  of  the  Shenandoah  had  indeed  been  our  "val- 
ley of  humiliation."  There  we  had  suffered  defeat  after  defeat, 
and  the  brave  men  who  had  fallen  on  many  disastrous  battle-fields, 
lay  scattered  over  every  portion  of  the  valley.  But  the  19th  was  a 
new  day  in  the  history  of  oar  military  operations  in  this  section. 
Instead  of  constant  and  disastrous  defeat,  wq  now  entered  on  a  series 
of  as  brilliant  successes  as  have  marked  the  history  of  any  army  of 
similar  power  and  strength  since  the  war  began.  Morning  saw 
the  enemy,  proud,  defiant  and  confident, — anight  found  him  routed, 
reduced  in  numbers  by  many  thousands,  flying  in  disorder,  leaving 
the  machinery  of  war,  and  the  debris  of  battle  scattered  all  along 
his  path.  The  victory  was  complete,  overwhelming  and  destruc- 
tive; and  the  news  that  went  to  the  world  thrilled  loyal  hearts 
every  where  with  joy.  But  victory  always  costs  something;  al- 
ways leaves  sad  wrecks  behind;  amid  the  shouts  of  the  victors  on 
the  field  are  heard  the  groans  and  wails  of  the  dying;  and  amid  the 
rejoicings  at  home  over  the  news  of  victory,  there  are  always  mingled 
the  throbs  of  saddened  hearts;  for  loved  ones  fall  on  every  field  of 
strife,  and  every  battle  sends  sadness  and  desolation  to  many  homes. 

The  battle  of  the  19th  was  bloody.  Hundreds  of  brave  men  fell 
to  rise  no  more,  and  several  thousands  were  wounded.  The  suffer- 
ings for  many  days  were  very  great.  In  addition  to  our  own 
wounded,  there  were  two  thousand  of  the  enemy's  wounded  left 
in  our  hands.  These  were  collected  into  distinct  hospitals,  with 
their  own  surgeons  and  nurses;  yet  they  demanded  care  at  our 
hands,  on  the  principle — "K  thine  enemy  hunger,  feed  him;  if  he 
thirst,  give  him  drink."  The  great  number  of  friends  that  these 
rebel  wounded  have  in  the  city  of  Winchester  and  the  scarcity  of 
the  friends  of  the  Union  made  it  certain  that  as  far  as  help  from 
citizens  was  concerned,  the  rebels  would  fare  much  better  than  our 
own  men,  and  on  this  account  I  directed  that  the  principal  efforts 
of  our  delegates,  ^t  the  first,  should  be  on  behalf  of  our  own  men* 
However,  one  delate  was  appointed  to  visit  iihe  rebel  hospitals 
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daily,  to  supply  them  with  reading  matter,  Testaments,  papers,  &o., 
and  in  cases  adjudged  really  needful,  to  supply  also  small  quan- 
tities of  hospital  stores. 

The  scene  presented  after  the  battle,  was  truly  a  heart-rending 
one.  Winchester  was  literally  one  vast  hospital.  All  the  churches 
and  other  public  buildings  were  filled;  while  almost*  every  private 
house  had  its  quota  of  wounded  and  bleeding  soldiers.  There  have 
been  but  few  times  since  the  war  began,  in  which  there  was  greater 
need  of  external  relief.  There  was  nothing  left  in  the  country;  the 
Government  supplies  were  all  back ;  the  nearest  base  was  Harper's 
Ferry,  over  thirty  miles  distant;  and  the  intervening  country  was 
overrun  by  guerrillas,  so  that  nothing  could  go  forward  safely,  un- 
less under  the  protection  of  a  strong  military  escort.  I  cannot 
pass  over  this  period,  without  bearing  testimony  to  the  noble  and 
self-sacrificing  labors  of  the  loyal  ladies  of  Winchester.  When  they 
saw  the  brave  defenders  of  the  old  flag,  which  they  still  so  dearly 
loved,  stricken  down  in  the  streets  of  their  city,  they  at  once  en- 
tered on  their  work  of  mercy,  and  ceased  not  till  all  the  brave  men 
were  made  comfortable.  They  shared  their  last  morsel  with  them ; 
they  washed,  and  dressed,  and  cheered  the  weary  sufierers,  and 
bent  over  the  dying  to  catch  their  last  whispered  message  to  dear 
ones  far  away.  There  are  a  few  names  in  Winchester,  which  will 
go  down  into  history  garlanded  with  honors,  and  coupled  with  deeds 
of  heroism  and  magnanimity. 

The  world  will  never  know  the  nature,  value  or  importance  of 
the  work  performed  in  the  hospitals  by  our  dd^gates.  It  was 
a  quiet,  unostentatious  work  of  mercy.  Entering  on  their  labors 
there  in  a  time  of  greatest  suffering,  they  worked  by  day  and  by 
night  among  the  wounded  thousands,  washing,  dressing,  feeding, 
praying  with  the  dying,  burying  the  dead,  and  calling  upon  the 
living  to  repent  and  be  saved.  It  is  uow  nearly  three  months  and 
a  half  since  the  work  began,  but  it  is  not  yet  ended.  During 
this  time,  five  hundred  men  have  died  in  thoM  hospitals;  several 
thousands  have  been  transferred  to  other  hospitals;  while  several 
hundreds  still  remain. 

As  soon  as  the  railroad  was  restored,  Martinsburg  became  a  place 
of  great  importance  to  our  work.  ,  Almost  every  wagon  train  from 
the  front  brought  down  two,  three  or  five  hundred  men  on  their 
way  to  the  hospitals  of  Baltknore  and  other  cities.  During  the 
first  few  weeks,  these  men  were  taken,  as  soon  as  they  arrived^  into 
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the  chttrolies  and  other  public  baildings,  from  the  wagong,  and 
there  remained  till  the  following  afternoon.  It  is  twenty-two  miles 
from  Winchester  to  Martinsborg.  And  over  all  this  distance,  in 
hard  army  wagons,  oyer  rough  roads,  with  no  beds,  or  even  straw 
to  lie  upon,  and  with  no  rest,  and  nothing  to  eat  by  the  way,  these 
poor,  mangled  men  had  to  travel.  We  were  always  apprized  of 
their  ocnning  an  hour  or  more  before  they  began  to  arrive,  and  large 
camp-kettles  full  of  water  were  placed  over  the  fire,  and  soon  forty 
or  fifty  gallons  of  tea  were  ready.  Then,  with  tea,  crackers,  cheese, 
meats  and  fruits,  our  delegates  harried  about  from  place  to  place, 
till  all  were  fed.  Then  came  the  bathing,  and  washing,  and  dress- 
ing, and  it  was  usually  well-nigh  morning  before  all  was  done;  but 
after  a  night's  hard  labor  our  delegates  have  always  felt  amply  ro> 
paid  for  their  toil  in  the  gratitude  of  many  noble  hearts.  In  the 
morning  the  same  routine  came  again;  and  at  noon  the  brave  fel- 
lows were  placed  in  the  cars  for  another  long,  hard  ride;  and  our 
last  act  was  always  to  make  them  as  comfortable  as  possible  on  their 
hard  beds  on  the  cars. 

Too  mudb  cannot  be  said  in  {praise  of  the  noble  ladies  of  Mar- 
tinsburg,  and  their  deeds  of  b^ievolence  performed  toward  our 
sufiering  soldiers  during  the  campaign.  The  many  men  who 
have  from  time  to  time  kin  in  the  hospitids  of  Martinsburg  will 
always  remember  with  gratitude  the  loyal  people  who  so  gladly 
and  so  freely  shared  with  them  the  comforts  and  luxuries  of  thdr 
own  homes.  The  ^^  Ladies'  Aid  Society,"  represented  by  Mrs.  Max- 
weU,  has  performed  good  service  during  the  summer  and  autumn, 
kJixyring  in  connectioa  with  the  Christian  Commission.  Under 
many  difficulties  and  discouragements  they  have  ^^done  what  they 
could." 

During  the  campaign  the  twofold  object  of  the  Christian  Com- 
mission has  been  k^t  steadily  in  view.  While  caring  for  the  body, 
and  laboring  to  alleviate  bodily  sufierings,  we  have  aimed  to  lose 
no  opportunity  te  sjpeak  a  word  for  Jesus.  We  have  always  borne 
in  mind  that  omr  soldiers  are  beings  for  immortality;  and,  in  going 
from  cot  to  cot,  among  thousands,  our  delegates  have  not  failed 
to  remind  them,  if  but  by  a  kastily-speken  word,  that  they  have 
interests  far  higher  than  those  of  time.  Prayer-'meetings  and  other 
brief  religious  services  have  been  regularly  held  in  all  our  hospitals ; 
and  a  quiet,  but  powerful,  work  of  grace  has  been  constantly 
moving  forward. 
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As  before  stated,  the  only  station  of  the  Commissioii  in  operation, 
in  the  department,  at  the  opening  of  the  campaign,  was  the  one  at 
Sandy  Hook.  To-day  we  are  represented  at  Sandy  Hook,  Harper's 
Perry,  Martinsburg,  Cumberland,  Beverly,  Stevenson's  Station, 
Winchester,  and  at  the  front,  four  miles  south  of  "Winchester.  At 
that  time  we  had  but  two  delegates  in  the  field.  During  the  cam- 
paign over  eighty  have  been  enrolled,  who,  with  few  exceptions, 
have  labored  faithfully  and  diligently  in  the  service  of  our  Master. 

To  render  the  work  efficient  and  thorough,  the  following  subdi- 
visions have  been  made : 

I.  The  first  division  embraces  Sandy  Hook,  Harper's  Ferry,  and 
Martinsburg,  with  the  troops  adjacent  on  the  several  lines  of  rail- 
road, under  the  immediate  direction  of  the  Agent  at  Harper's  Ferry. 

n.  The  second  division  embraces  Stevenson's  Station,  Winches- 
ter, and  the  army  in  the  field,  under  the  superintendence  of  Rev. 
N.  C.  Brackett. 

m.  The  third  division  embraces  ^Cumberland,  Clarysville,  New 
Creek  and  Piedmont,  under  the  superintendence  of  Rev.  J.  B. 
Po^mer. 

IV.  The  fourth  division  embraces  Grafton,  Clarksburg  and  points 
south  to  Beverly,  under  the  superintendence  of  Rev.  Edward  Cooper, 
Chaplain  8th  Ohio  Cavalry.  With  this  arrangement,  it  is  hoped 
that  the  work,  this  winter,  will  be  thorough  and  successful. 

Every  facility  asked  for  has  been  cheerfully  granted  by  the  Ge- 
neral commanding,  and  by  the  several  post-commandants,  making 
the  work  at  every  point  a  pleasant  one. 

The  army  in  the  field  has  been  much  reduced,  of  late,  by  the  re- 
moval of  the  6th  and  8th  Corps  to  other  departments;  yet  still  we  f 
have  a  wide  and  extended  field,  and  abundant  room  and  opportu- 
nity for  the  performance  of  a  great  work. 

I  enclose  a  map  of  this  department  (see  page  80,)  showing  the 
location  of  the  different  stations.  It  will  be  seen  the  field  is  the 
much  extended  and  stations  widely  separated. 

Rev.  N.  C.  Brackett  has  had  immediate  direction  of  the  work  at 
Winchester  during  the  whole  campaign,  and  has  performed  his  du- 
ties with  great  satisfaction  to  all  concerned.    He  has  been  appointed^ 
to  a  Field  Agency,  and  will  have  direction  of  the  entire  work  in 
my  absence. 

Our  plans  for  the  winter  contemplate  the  erection  of  chapels  in 
every  camp,  so  that  all  may  have  an  opportunity  to  hear  the  gos- 
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pel;  the  establishment  of  libraries  in  reach  of  all  who  desire  to  read; 
the  organization  of  prayer-meetings;  an4  the  distribution  of  Testa- 
ments, papers,  books,  tracts,  &c.,  every  where.  The  field  is  ready 
and  inviting,  the  harvest  promises  to  be  plenteous,  and  we  ask  for 
the  reapers.  Many  thousands  who  now  ask  for  the  word  of  life,  in 
one  year  hence  will  sleep  silently  beneath  the  sod.  The  time  for 
work  is  now.  We  ask  for  grace  to  begin  the  new  year  with  renewed 
zeal,  and  to  enable  us  to  do  more  in  the  future  than  in  the  past. 
Very  truly  and  respectfully,  J.  R.  Miiller, 

General  Field  Agentj  Jf.  M.  Div. 


.    ANNUAL  REPORT 


Kentneky  Branch  of  the  United  States  Christian  Commission 

A  review  of  the  operations  of  the  United  States  Christian  Com- 
mission in  Kentucky  for  the  year  1864,  furnishes  abundant  cause 
for  thanksgiving.  The  Committee,  on  whom  has  devolved  the  ma- 
nagement of  its  affairs,  has  found  the  work  constantly  growing  on 
its  hands,  and  has  been  pleased  and  encouraged  with  the  tokens  of 
God's  favor,  enjoyed  at  each  successive  step. 

At  first,  a  few  merchants  could  accommodate  the  Commission 
in  Louisville,  with  a  little  spare  room  in  their  places  of  business. 
Next  it  occupied  two  rooms  of  its  own.  Now  it  has  use  for  a  large 
store-room  and  offices,  and  a  large  dwelling  to  make  a  home  for  its 
delegates,  working  in  Louisville  and  vicinity,  and  to  entertain  those 
going  to  and  returning  from  the  front.  The  ladies  employed  in  the 
diet  kitchens  of  the  hospitals,  also  find  here  a  home  in  their  neces- 
sary joumeyings.  As  the  means  and  facilities  at  our  command 
have  increased  with  the  widening  field  of  our  operations,  we  have 
been  disposed,  with  earnest  hearts  and  willing  hands,  to  attempt 
great  things  for  the  good  of  souls  and  the  glory  of  Gbd;  and  to  ex- 
pect great  things  from  God,  in  answer  to  prayer,  as  the  result  of 
faithful  and  persevering  efforts. 

The  field  of  our  operations  has  extended  to  the  canjps,  barracks 
and  hospitab  of  Louisville  and    vicinity,  embracing  Jeffersonvill 
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and  New  Albany  in  Indiana,  with  Frankfort,  Lexington,  Gamp 
Nelson  and  points  beyond,*'on  the  route  to  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  and  the 
numerous  places  to  be  guarded  along  the  line  of  the  Louisville  and 
Nashville  railroad.  We  have  also  done  what  we  could  on  the  various 
gunboats  and  transports  that  remained  for  a  time  near  Louisville,  or 
left  it  for  the  scenes  of  conflict ;  and,  as  incidental  to  our  main  work, 
we  have  been  called  on  to  do  what  we  could  for  the  suffering  re- 
fugees from  the  Sopth;  as  well  as  the  rebel  prisoners  at  the  military 
prison  in  Louisville. 

Whoever  the  soldiers  of  our  army  or  the  sailors  of  our  navy  have 
been  engaged  on  duty,  or  confined  as  prisoners  for  their  offences 
against  the  laws  of  the  army  and  navy,  our  delegates  have  been 
permitted  to  go,  carrying  with  them  comforts  for  the  body  and 
instruction  for  the  soul.  Meetings  for  social  devotion  and  the 
preaching  of  the  glorious  gospel  of  the  blessed  God,  have  been 
conducted  nearly  every  night  by  the  delegates,  in  No.  1  and  Ex- 
change Barracks,  in  addition  to  the  ministrations  of  various  kinds 
during  the  day. 

Blessed  and  comforted  by  the  kind  ministrations  of  the  delegates 
in  hospitals,  camps  and  barracks,  large  numbers  of  soldiers  have 
also  visited  our  rooms  to  receive  religious  counsel,  get  good  reading 
and  write  letters  to  their  friends.  Often,  every  available  facility 
has  been  used  to  accommodate  them  aU  with  tables  and  stationery 
to  write  their  letters,  on  which,  too,  we  have  put  the  necessary  stamps 
for  postage.  Many  a  fond  mother,  loving  wife,  affectionate  sister 
and  endeared  friend  has  had  occasion  to  exclaim:  ''God  bless  the 
Christian  Commission !"  for  those  missives  of  interest  from  son, 
husband,  brother  or  friend,  written  at  our  rooms  and  at  other 
places,  on  sheets  of  paper  headed  with  the  picture  of  a  carrier 
pigeon  conveying  a  letter,  and  seeming  to  say,  as  it  flies:  ''The  U. 
S.  Christian  Commission  sends  this  sheet  as  a  messenger  between 
the  soldier  and  his  home.  Let  it  hasten  to  those  who  wait  for 
tidings." 

Early  in  the  year.  Chaplain  W.  W.  *Meech,  who  has  most  exten- 
sively aided  the  Commission  in  its  operations  from  the  first,  wasi 
ordered  from  the  hospital  at  Louisville  to  the  charge  of  that  at  Bowl- 
ing Green.  He  at  once  proposed  to  do  a  good  work  for  the  troops, 
on  guard  duty  along  the  line  of  the  Louisville  and  Nashville  railroad,, 
as  often  as  \e  could  spare  the  time  from  his  duties  in  the  hospitals,, 
camps,  barracks  and  military  prison  at  that  post.    Besides  sup- 
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plying  parcels  of  religious  reading  to  the  squads  uid  companies 
guarding  the  bridges  and  track  of  the  road,  he  furnished  a  hirge 
number  of  papers  and  tracts  to  the  troops  going  on  the  trains.  This 
was  truly  doing  the  work  of  the  Commission  at  railroad  speed. 
Most  of  the  guarded  points  are  passed  without  stopping,  and  it  re- 
quired constant  attention  to  know  and  improve  the  favored  moment 
of  passing  a  fort  or  stockade.  The  chaplain  has  often  stood  on  the 
platform  for  miles,  watching,  with  a  roll  of  papers  in  hand,  lest  he 
should  miss  the  opportunity  of  cheering  a  squad  of  these  soldiers 
with  our  reading,  and  has  felt  amply  repaid  as  he  has  seen  how 
eagerly  they  ran  to  get  the  boon.  At  some  of  the  stockades  on  the 
lower  part  of  the  road,  the  soldiers  have  put  &  boafd  oil  a  post, 
silently  asking  passengers  to  ^^dbop  a  papbe."  At  one  place  they 
have  printed,  in  large  capitals,  on  the  white  side  of  a  poncho  or 
gum  blanket,  "Please  Dkop  Papebs."  As  the  train  approaches, 
two  of  them  hold  up  the  request  and,  if  need  be,  shake  it  to  secure 
attention.  The  papers  once  thrown  off,  there  is  a  race  who  will 
first  get  them,  and  then  all  gather  around  for  the  news  and  good 
reading  they  contain.  About  thirty  points  have  been  supplied  by 
the  chaplain,  besides  occasional  parcels  sent  to  places  off  the  line 
of  the  road.  It  has  been  an  interesting  field  of  operation,  and 
must  have  benefited  not  less  than  three  thousand  men  at  each  dis- 
tribution. 

On  the  12th  of  August,  Major-General  W.  T.  Sherman  issued  an 
order  in  regard  to  "deserters  from  the  rebel  army,"  and  "refugees, 
male  and  females,  escaping  from  the  dangers  of  civil  war  at  the 
South,"  in  which  he  said,  "Commanding  officers  at  Chiro  and 
Louisville  will,  through  the  agents  of  the  Christian  Commission  or 
labor  agencies,  endeavor  to  put  this  class  of  people  in  the  way  of 
honest  employment  as  much  as  possible." 

The  larger  part  of  these  refugees  are  women  and  children,  and 
nearly  all  are  in  a  deplorably  destitute  condition.  Many  of  the 
women  have  been  made  widows  by  the  desolations  of  the  war,  and 
many  of  the  children  have  become  orphans  since  they  started  from 
the  sunny  South.  It  has  been  a  desideratum  not  only  to  find  em- 
ployment for  those  able  to  earn  a  support,  but  to  provide  7iome9  for 
the  children,  where  they  will  be  well  cared  for.  A  good  work  has 
been  done  in  this  direction  by  the  Rev.  W.  S.  Sedgwick,  who  has 
held  religious  services  with  them  at  the  place  provided  for  their 
reception  by  the  Government,  near  the  depot,  and  by  the  kindest 
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nunistrations  gained  their  confidence  and  affection.  Being  exten- 
sively known  as  a  Snndaj-school  missionary,  he  has  receired  con- 
tribations  from  rarions  sonrceg  for  thw  speoial  object  to  the  amonnt 
^f  fifteen  hundred  dollars,  which  he  has  expended  for  special  relief 
to  the  suffering,  burying  many  who  have  died,  and  sending  several 
hundred  of  these  poor  homeless  ones  to  Christian  families. 

A  new  feature  in  the  operations  of  the  Christian  Commission  since 
our  last  annnal^eport)  calls  for  special  mention.  The  experience 
of  our  hospitalsin  treating  patients  suffering  from  dangerous  wounds, 
amputations  and  those  diseases  which  have  proved  most  fatal,  has 
shown  the  great  value  of  the  most  careful  nursing  and  suitably  pre- 
pared diet.  To  meet  this  want  morefuHy  than  it  had  been  hitherto 
supplied,  to  secure  as  nearly  as  possible  the  home  attentions  of  a 
wife,  mother  or  sister  to  those  most  Heeding  their  care,  the  Chris- 
tian Commission  has  taken  charge  of  the  special  diet  kitchens  in 
most  of  the  U.  S.  G'eneral  Hospitab,  with  the  consent  and  under 
the  direction  of  the  surgeons  in  charge,  adding  cooking  utensils  and 
supplies  to  those  already  provided  by  the  Gt)vernment.  The  ladies 
engaged  in  superintending  the  cooking  in  these  kitchens,  are  ear- 
nest, cultivated.  Christian  women,  acting  under  the  general  direc- 
tion of  Mrs.  Annie  Wittenmyer,  with  her  head-quarters  at  Louis- 
ville. In  those  hospitals  of  our  field  so  supplied,  the  best  results 
have  been  secured  in  the  most  satisfactory  manner.  The  surgeon, 
in  charge  of  one  of  our  large  hospitals  remarked  of  the  work  of  these 
ladies:  "I  feel  now  when  we  have  a  very  sick  patient,  we  have 
every  means  to  raise  him  up,  for  in  many  cases  the  right  kind  of 
food,  properly  prepared,  is  more  important  than  medicine."  Miss 
Florence  Nightingale,  after  her  experience  in  caring  for  sick  and 
wounded  soldiers,  «ud,  '^  Thousands  of  patients  are  annually  starved 
in  the  midst  of  plenty,  from  want  of  attention  to  the  ways  which 
alone  make  it  possible  for  them  to  take  food." 

The  supplies  furnished  by  the  Christian  Commission,  go  directly 
into  the  hands  of  the  ladies  employed  in  the  diet  kitchens,  and  reach 
the  sick  after  being  prepared  in  the  best  possible  manner.  The  la- 
dies of  the  Commission  not  only  prepare  the  food,  but  visit  the  pa- 
tients in  their  wards ;  converse  with  them ;  cheer  them  with  tenderest 
sympathy;  read  to  them;  write  letters  for  them  often;  inquire  how 
Aey  relish  the  food  prepared,  that  they  may  know  just  how  to  suit 
their  various  and  varying  appetites;  and  what  is  often  better  than 
being  so  useful  in  their  restoration  to  health  and  strength  of  body. 
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are  enabled  to  lead  them  to  ^^the  Lamb  of  €h)d,  who  takes  away  the 
sin  of  the  world/'  as  the  all-healing  Physician. 

The  most  harmonious  relations  exist  between  the  surgeons  and 
the  Commission.  They  bear  a  uniform  testimony  to  the  value  and 
importance' of  these  kitchens,  and  the  services  of  the  Christiui  ladies 
employed. 

On  Thanksgiving  Day  and  Christmas,  the  firiends  of  the  soldiers 
repeated  their  kind  demonstrations  of  last  year,  in  providing  such 
entertainment  as  demonstrated  their  care  and  sympathy  for  the  no- 
ble defender^  of  our  Union.  Long  may  God's  blessing  rest  on  both 
the  donors  and  recipients. 

It  affords  us  great  pleasure  to  acknowledge  our  obligations  to  the 
editorial  corps  for  the  use  of  their  columns,  and  the  railroad,  steam- 
boat, ferry  and  express  companies  connected  with  the  field  of  our 
operations,  for  the  many  favors  received  from  them  in  the  transpor- 
tation of  our  delegates  and  stores.  It  has  been  said  that  corpora- 
tions have  no  souls,  but  we  thank  them  all  for  doing  so  much  to 
prove  the  contrary,  and  hope  for  the  continuance  of  their  favors  for 
the  year  to  come. 

For  the  Committee.  Isaac  Bussell, 

Secretary, 

LouiwOUy  Ky.j  Dec.  SlH,  1864. 


ARMIES  OP  THE  CUMBERLAND,  OHIO 

AND  TENNESSEE. 

B^ort  of  Bev.  Edward  P.  Smith,  General  Field  Agent 

By  the  movements  of  our  forces  in  Nov.  1863,  resulting  in  the 
victory  at  Chattanooga  and  the  relief  of  Knoxville,  the  Armies  of 
the  Tennessee  and  the  Ohio  were  brought  within  the  field  of  the 
Christian  Commission  for  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland.  Though 
thus  greatly  enlarged,  our  work  in  its  main  features  has  not  changed 
from  that  of  last  year. 

Three  hundred  delegates  have  reported  for  service,  mostly  from 
Western  Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  and  Indiana.  Their  labors  have  been 
directed  by  seven  permanent  agents  who  have  been  in  charge  of 
stations,  or  have  followed  with  the  army  in  the  summer  campaign. 
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Keeping  to  the  jTundamental  idea  of  our  field  work,  to  give  personal 
help  and  care  to  men  in  any  trouble,  and  at  the  same  time  to  avoid 
all  possible  incumbrance  to  military  operations,  we  have  opened 
stations  as  our  lines  have  been  extended,  and  endeavored  to  keep 
up  with  the  main  body  of  the  army. 

We  have  had,  at  all  our  stations,  except  during  the  interrup- 
tions of  communication,  a  good  supply  and  variety  of  religious  read- 
ing, subject  to  the  orders  of  chaplains,  and  for  distribution  by  the 
delegates.  We  have  been  able,  through  the  co-operation  of  chap- 
lains, to  send  supplies  of  reading  to  detached  troops  and  to  brigades 
beyond  the  reach  of  our  delegate  work. 

Through  the  donations  of  the  American  Bible  Society,  we  have 
furnished  Testaments  and  portions  of  Scripture  to  all  who  needed 
them  in  the  entire  army,  and  to  many  of  those  who  had  lost  their 
knapsacks  in  battle  we  gave  two  and  three  times. 

At  the  request  of  Maj.  Gen.  Thomas,  we  adopted  the  plan,  inau- 
gurated by  Chaplain  Thomas,  of  supplying  the  army  with  all  the 
better  class  of  magazine  literature.  The  publishers  of  the  Eclectic, 
Atlantic,  Harpers',  the  Continental,  and  the  U.  S.  Service  Maga- 
zines, furnished  them  to  us  at  half  price.  Adams'  Express  Co. 
gave  free  freight,  and  we  furnished  them  to  soldiers  and  officers  at 
the  publishers'  price.  Thirty-five  thousand  were  thus  brought 
to  men  who  were  accustomed  to  read  and  think,  most  of  whom 
would  have  sought  to  satiate  their  appetite  for  reading  on  the  trash 
of  novelettes  which  is  sold  so  largely  and  at  such  exorbitant  prices 
through  all  our  camps.  I  am  confident  that  this  part  of  our  work 
has  been  highly  prized  by  a  class  of  persons  who,  in  other  respects, 
had  but  little  personal  need  of  help  from  the  Commission. 

We  have  also  during  the  past  year  adopted  Chaplain  Thomas' 
plan  for  procuring  hospital  libraries.  From  his  carefully  selected 
catalogue,  arranged  according  to  publishers,  we  have  purchased,  at 
greatly  reduced  rates,  choice  books,  and  put  them  into  neat  cases 
furnished  by  Government  for  many  hospitals.  The  libraries  have 
brought  a  ifider  range  And  higher  character  of  literature  within  the 
reach  of  men  waiting  to  get  well,  and  suffering  from  the  tedium  of 
hospital  life. 

We  have  kept  well  to  our  idea  of  being  the  channel  of  communi- 
cation between  the  soldier  and  his  home.  At  our  stations  we  have 
kept  the  weekly,  state  and  county  papers,  on  file  in  a  free  reading 
room,  and  have  invited  men  to  a  free  writing  table,  and  set  forth 
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inducements  for  writing  home,  paying  postage  whenever  the  soldier 
desired  it.  We  have  in  this  waj  sent  post-paid  from  our  tables 
one  hundred  thousand  home  letters.  We  have  purchased  postage 
stamps  for  the  accommo<^tion  of  men  in  the  field,  who  otherwise 
could  not  get  them,  not  unfreqnentlj  using  ciqpital  of  a  thousand 
dollars,  set  apart  for  this  purpose,  two  or  three  times  in  a  week. 
We  have  distributed,  in  hospitals  and  camps,  paper  and  enyelopes 
for  a  million  and  a  half  of  letters  bound  homeward,  offering  them 
freely  to  any  man  who  desired  or  would  agree  to  write  to  his  fritods. 
I  deem  it  a  reasonable  statement  that  at  least  half^  and  I  think  two- 
thirds,  of  the  letters  written  on  our  papar  would  not  have  been 
Written  at  all,  but  fbr  "the  facilities  we  offered.  On  marches  and 
after  battles  it  has  been  our  constant  endeavor  to  gather  up  the 
letters  of  soldiers  and  take  them  to  the  first  mail.  In  all  our  dele- 
gates' ministrations,  it  has  been  a  special  duty  to  ask  permission  of 
sick  wd  wounded  men  to  write  to  their  friends  at  home,  as  much 
for  the  sake  of  friends  as  for  the  soldier;  and  in  time  of  battle  to 
spare  no  pains  to  give  immediate  and  accurate  information  of  the 
wounded  and  dead  whom  we  find,  to  those  who  wait  for  tidings ; 
and  to  urge  those  who  have  come  out  unharmed,  to  relieve  their 
friends  by  filling  on  the  dpot  the  sheet  of  paper  which  we  offer.  In 
the  two  days'  fighting  before  Kashville  and  the  four  days  succeeding, 
in  which  we  ministered  to  our  sick  and  wounded  recaptured  at 
Franklin,  the  delegates  of  the  Kashville  station  wrote  one  thousand 
letters  as  extra  duty,  after  laboring  from  eight  to  sixteen  hours  a 
day  with  the  suflerhig  and  dying.  The  acknowledgments  to  these 
letters  that  are  still  coming  in  from  relieved  and  brokeA  hearts  all 
over  the  northwest,  tell  how  much  this  kind  of  effort  is  worth,  both 
to  &e  soldier  and  his  home. 

We  have  tried  to  hold  our  distribution  of  religious  reading  as  a 
means  of  our  religious  work,  and  not  the  work  itself;  keeping 
still  to  our  idea  of  being  a  personal  agency  to  individuals  for  their 
conversion  from  sin  and  encouragement  in  all  that  is  good.  It  has 
been  our  constant  aim,  by  hospital  cot,  on  car  and  steamboat,  in 
camps  and  chapel  tents,  to  hold  up  the  Saviour  and  invite  men  to 
learn  of  EUm.  Our  meetings  take  this  character;  always  open  to, 
soldiers  for  an  expression  of  feeling  and  for  committal  to  duty. 
Rarely  have  we  opened  a  preaching  place  which  has  not  been  filled 
at  once,  and  as  rarely,  have  we  had  two  or  three  successive  meet- 
ings in  a  place,  without  decided  expressions  of  desire  to  be  converted. 
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Off  m 
IT.  S.  CiLristian  Commission,  for  1865, 

This  office  mtba  made,  in  the  early  part  of  the  jear,  the  base  of 
supplies,  and  thit  distributing  office  of  the  western  field  of  the  Chris- 
tian Commission^  which  embraces  that  rast  portion  of  the  Missis- 
sippi Yall^,  known  as  the  Military  Departments  of  Missouri,  Kan- 
sas, Arkansas,  and  Mississippi.  Through  this  office  hare  been  for- 
warded all  the  supplies,  after  being  assorted  and  re-packed,  to  the 
armies  in  tiiis  field,  from  the  Central  Office  in  Philadelphia,  and 
the  Branch  Offices  at  Chicago,  Peoria,  Detroit,  and  Milwaukie. 
One  year  ago,  one  person  performed  all  the  labor  in  the  office;  six 
months  ago,  two  could  attend  to  it;  but  now  the  business  has  so 
rapidly  increased,  that  six  persons  are  kept  busily  employed  in  the 
work  of  receiving,  packing,  and  forwarding  the  supplies  for  tlie 
soldiers. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year,  there  were  only  two  agencies,  or 
stations,  in  active  operation  in  this  field — Memphis  and  Yicksburg. 
In  February,  agencies  were  established  at  Cairo,  HI.,  and  Little 
Bock,  Ark. ;  in  April,  at  Natches,  Miss.,  and  Leavenworth,  Kan. ; 
in  September,  at  Paducah,  Ky.,  and  Rolla,  Mo. ;  and  in  Novem- 
ber, at  Macon  City,  Mo.,  Columbus,  Ey.,  and  Benton  Barrack, 
near  St.  Louis,  making  twelve  stations,  at  which  there  are  Chris- 
tian Commission  rooms  opened  for  depositories  of  reading  matter 
and  stores,  for  soldiers'  prayer-meetings,  with  accommodations  for 
reading  and  writing,  and  agents  to  distribute  the  supplies,  and  do 
all  they  can  for  the  benefit,  both  temporal  and  spiritual,  of  the 
soldiers. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  with  army  chaplains,  and  others, 
at  many  other  places,  too  small,  or  with  too  few  soldiers,  to  justify 
opening  rooms.  Of  these  places,  we  mention  Jefierson  City,  St. 
Joseph,  Warrensburg  and  Cape  Girardeau,  Mo. ;  Helena,  Browns- 
ville, Pine  Bluff,  and  Mouth  of  White  River  Landing,  Ark. ;  Mor- 
gansia  Bend,  La. ;  and  Omaha,  Nebraska  Territory.  An  agent  is 
regularly  employed  to  travel  from  Leavenworth  to  Fort  Smith,  and 
supply  tbe  soldiers  at  the  military  posts  between  those  places. 
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Through  the  kindness  of  J.  R.  Brown,  Esq.,  Agent  of  the  U.  S. 
Sanitary  Commission  at  Leavenworth,  Kan.,  our  supplies  are  re- 
gularly forwarded  with  those  of  that  Commission,  to  our  Agent, 
and  the  soldiers  at  all  the  frontier  posts  above  mentioned,  and  to 
the  forts  in  Western  Kansas,  in  Colorado,  and  New  Mexico.  An 
agent  is  also  employed  in  supplying  from  Rolla,  Mo.,  the  military 
posts  in  South-western  Missouri,  and  in  North-western  Arkansas. 
Our  aim  is  to  reach  every  soldier  in  the  field  with  the  Word  of  Life, 
with  regular  weekly  religious  and  secular  papers,  letter  paper,  en- 
velopes, writing  material,  and  such  articles  of  clothing,  comfort, 
and  cheer,  as  the  soldiers'  friends  at  home  place  at  our  disposal,  or 
we  can  purchase  with  the  means  furnished  for  that  purpose. 

From  all  these  agencies  and  places  reached  by  the  distributions 
and  labors  of  the  Conmiission,  most  encouraging  accounts  are  con-, 
tinually  received  of  great  good  being  done  by  these  efforts,  and  of 
the  soldiers'  grateful  appreciation  of  them. 

For  our  home  work  in  the  numerous  hospitals  in  and  near  this 
city,  we  have  found  the  labors  of  permanently  employed  female  de- 
legates the  most  economical,  effectual,  and  successful.  Of  these  we 
have  six — ^highly  recommended,  carefully  selected,  earnest  Chris- 
tian women — who  devote  their  time  to  the  glorious  work  of  pointing 
to  Jesus,  the  sick  and  the  well,  the  dying  and  the  convalescent. 
Many  a  "dear  boy  in  blue,"  who  went  into  the  army  and  into  the 
hospital,  prayerless  and  wicked,  has,  we  have  the  best  of  reasons  to 
believe,  gone  home  to  Jesus,  through  the  instrumentality  of  the  bed- 
side prayers  and  loving  words  of  these  ladies. 

From  a  fair  held  at  Muscatine,  Iowa,  we  received  $10,000  in  mo- 
ney, uid  960  sacks  (1,920  bushels)  potatoes;  489  sacks  (998  bush- 
els) onions;  20  barrels  crackers;  22  barrels  and  k^s  pickles;  6 
barrels  flour;  8  boxes  clothing,  linens,  &c. ;  50  boxes  canned,  dried, 
and  preserved  fruits;  4  barrels  do.;  besides  other  articles. 
'  From  another  fair,  held  at  Burlington,  Iowa,  we  received  $2,500 
in  money,  and  40  barrels  pickles,  onions,  and  dried  apples;  9  boxes 
clothing,  linen,  bandages,  &c. ;  49  boxes  and  kegs  canned  fruit  and 
i^ple  batter,  with  several  boxes  books. 

From  the  Soldiers'  Aid  Society,  of  Iowa  City,  Iowa,  we  received 
120  cans  gooseberries;  159  cans  blackberries;  100  cans  currant 
jam;  189  «ans  tomatoes;  12  kegs  and  barrels  pickles;  U  boxes 
hospital  clothing,  linen,  bandages,  &gu 

From  Keokuk,  Davenport,  Oskaloosa,  Camanche,  aiui  other  places 
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in  Iowa,  of  noble-hearted,  liberal  people,  and  true  and  brave 
soldiers,  we  received  valuable  and  timely  donations.  Southern  and 
Central  Iowa  contributed  to  our  funds  and  stores,  more  than  one- 
half  our  entire  receipts  for  the  year. 

Thousands  of  dollars  in  money,  and  many  stores,  were  added  to 
our  fund  and  stock,  by  the  Union  Leaguei  of  Loyal  Women  of 
America^  of  Illinois.  A  system  of  regular  contributions  and  con* 
tinned  efforts  in  gathering  and  furnishing  stores  for  the  cause  of 
the  Christian  Commission,  was  introduced  in  these  Leagues  early 
in  the  summer,  and  by  it  we  have  had  a  continual,  steady  and  con- 
siderable income.  For  the  introduction  of  this  system,  the  Com- 
mission are  mainly  indebted  to  B.  H.  Mills,  Esq.,  of  Upper  Alton, 
lU.,  President  of  the  League,  and  editor  of  the  "  Good  Templar," 
who  gave  many  columns  of  his  paper  to  our  cause,  and  through  it 
gave  the  League  much  information  of  the  plans,  workings  and  be- 
nefits of  the  Commission. 

By  these  liberal  donations,  this  steady  income  from  the  Union 
Leagues,  the  gifts  of  twenties,  tens,  fives,  the  widows'  mites  and 
the  gifts  of  many  children,  this  Branch  was  enabled,  during  the 
year,  to  pay  the  expenses  of  fifty-three  delegates  for  the  usual  term 
of  service;  open  and  furnish  the  offices  and  rooms  of  ten  stations; 
furnish  homes  for  the  agent  and  delegates  in  the  work  at  five  of  the 
stations;  purchase  nearly  four  thousand  dollars'  worth  of  supplies 
for  the  Special  Diet  Kitchens  connected  with  the  military  hospitals 
at  Memphis;  pver  five  thousand  dollars'  worth  of  the  same  for 
hospital,  field,  and  home  distribution ;  pay  nearly  all  the  necessary 
expenses  of  the  whole  field;  and  purchase  for  distribution  the  fol- 
lowing numbers  of  publications : 

Copies  of  Scriptures • 846 

"  Psalm  and  Hymn  Books 6,063 

<<  Soldiers' Knapsack  Books 46,285 

"  School  Books  for  Soldiers 6,670 

<'  Bound  Volumes,  Library  and  other  Books     6,592 

«  Magaiines  and  Pamphlets. 13,695 

«  Weekly  Religious  and  Secular  Papers.^.  268,424 

Pages  of  Tracts 306,494 

Quires  Letter  and  Note  Paper 8,420 

Bnvebpee 186,000 
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The  following  axe  Bome  of  the  digtribmtionfl  of  the  donations  to, 
and  the  purchase  of^  this  Braneh,  the  larger  part  being  donations: 

Shirts *. 2,788    Dried  Fruit,  lbs 4,1»4 

Drawers,  pairs 1,626    Cans      «      2,680 

Socks,        «    -  1,70T    Apples,  bbls: 110 

Ptota,        "     -•       84    Butter,lbs -  2,6W 

Shoes,        "    25    Potatoes,  bushek 2,200 

Slippers,     "     350    Onions,        "       :.......  1,600 

HandkerchiefiL 1^5    Pickles,  bbb^ 33 

Towels 1,190  "       kegs  and  jars..-.....-      106 

Housewives 3,521    Eggs,  dos 1,404 

Bandages 3,000    Crackers,  lbs 1,310 

Pillows 495    Coffee,  Tea,  and  Sugar,  lbs 1,200 

Pillow  Cases 1,030 

The  following  are  some  items  of  the  total  amounts  of  distribution 
for  the  year,  through  this,  as  a  distributing  office: 

Bibles 5,092 

Testaments 72,303 

Hymn  Books 99,751 

Knapsack  Books 1,036,284 

Pages  of  Tracts 1,479,022 

Newspapers 632,807 

Quires  Paper,  Letter  and  Note 10,500 

Envelopes 292,250 

Shirts 3,335 

Drawers,  piurs *     2,274 

Socks 3,331 

Blackberry  Cordials  and  Wines— -Bottles. 2,542 

Condensed  Milk — Cans 1,765 

Handkerchieft 2,805 

Our  receipts  of  money  from  all  sources  during  the  year  were 
$49,788  33;  expenditures,  $45,724  76. 

The  value  of  the  donated  storos,  estimated,  $16,695  00;  value  of 
the  donated  publications,  $2,500. 

In  response  to  the  call  for  New  Year's  Gift  Camp  Libraries,  the 
Western  Sanituy  Commission  presented  this  Commission  with 
^irtt/  librariee,  with  cases,  of  fifty  books  each.  We  are  indebted  to 
this  Sanitary  Commission  for  many  favors,  and  very  gladly  do  we 
here  record  a  very  pleasant  and  most  cordial  co-operation  between 
these  two  sisters  of  charity. 
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The  Press  of  this  city  Very  generously  and  materially  assisted  us 
by  free  advertising  and  editorials,  space  for  many  columns  of  let- 
ters, circulars  and  statements,  and  several  thousand  copies  of  daily 
papers  for  distribution  to  the  soldiers. 

The  Railroads  leading  from  this  city  have  done  a  great  part  in 
this  work — ^giving  free  transportation  in  nearly  every  instance  to 
the  agents  and  delegates  of  the  Commission,  and  carrying  stores  to 
us  free  of  charge.  It  is  due  that  the  Chicago,  Alton  &  St.  Louis 
Railroad  be  specially  mentioned,  which  carried  delegates  nearly 
every  week  of  the  year,  and  always  free^  when  application  was  made 
at  the  proper  oflSces.  That  Road  has  also  carried  large  amounts 
of  freight  free.  The  Terre  Haute  and  St.  Louis  Railroad  has  car- 
ried free  of  charge  all  our  supplies  of  reading  from  the  Central 
Office.  The  Pacific  Railroad  carried  our  supplies  free  on  its  Ptw- 
9€nger  trains,  when,  during  the  great  raid  of  Price  and  his  band  in 
this  State,  and  while  the  Government  was  fully  using  its  freighting 
capacity,  we  could  not  in  any  other  way  have  supplied  the  army,  pur- 
suing and  driving  out  the  enemy,  with  ihe  many  articles  of  comfort 
and  cheer  our  corps  of  delegates,  under  the  direction  of  Rev.  S. 
Wells,  Field  Agent,  distributed  to  the  brave  defenders  of  our  State. 

Steamboats  and  Steamboat  Companies  have  also  done  a  large 
share  in  our  great  work  for  the  Master,  having  carried  many  of 
our  delegates  ^€e,  and  only  receiving  from  some  such  a  part  of  the 
usual  fare  as  would  remunerate  for  the  meals  taken  on  the  boats. 
Of  these  the  Memphis  &  St.  Louis  Packet  Co.,  the  Abies'  Line  and 
the  Atlantic  &  Mississippi  Steamboat  Company  have  been  the 
largest  benefactors.  We  have  not  room  to  mention  all  one  would 
be  glad  to,  but  would  state  that  all  the  steamboat  officers  applied 
to  have  very  kindly  and  generously  aided. 

We  enter  upon  the  New  Year  full  of  hope  and  encouragement 
for  great  good,  trusting  in  the  great  Father  of  Light  and  Wisdom 
for  blessings  and  success. 
7 


MISSISSIPPI   FIELD. 

The  facts  of  the  year  from  this  field,  given  and  reported  by  the 
Missionary  Field  Agent  and  the  Business  Field  Agent  respectively, 
are  only  extended  extracts  from  their  more  elaborate  reports,  pub- 
lished in  the  DaUy  Memphis  Argus,  as  a  **New  Year's  Christian 
Commission  Supplement." 


BEFOBT  OF  K.  A.  BXTEVELL,   MISSIOHABT  FIELD  AGEHT. 
Booms  at  Hemphis— Daily  Service. 

More  than  three  hundred  and  fifty  days  the  service  has  been 
held,  with  an  average  attendance  of  thirty,  making  an  aggregate 
of  ten  thousand  five  hundred,  of  whom  we  judge  that  fully  seven 
thousand  have  been  different  persons.  We  also  judge  that  fully 
four  times  this  number  have  been  visitors  at  the  rooms  during  other 
hours  of  the  day,  writing  letters,  reading  books  and  papers,  re- 
ceiving donations,  or  in  other  ways  coming  under  the  cheerful  and 
heart-stimulating  atmosphere  of  the  rooms. 

This  being  true,  thirty  thousand  soldiers  and  more  have  been 
directly  benefited  for  this  and  the  life  to  come,  by  their  presence  in 
our  loved  rooms.  Over  twelve  thousand  letters  have  been  written 
within  the  rooms. 

Our  force  at  this  post  during  the  year  has  averaged  between  three 
and  four  delegates,  and  two  lady  missionaries,  with  local  agent.  At 
Vicksburg,  two  delegates,  local  agent  and  two  lady  missionaries, 
the  latter  introduced,  in  November"  last ;  at  Natchez,  local  agent 
and  one  delegate;  at  Little  Bock,  local  agent  and  one  delegate; 
at  Duvall's  Bluff,  local  agent  and  one  missionary;  at  Columbus, 
local  agent  for  four  months;  at  Paducah,  local  agent  and  one 
delegate  for  four  months.  An  average  of  seven  delegates,  three 
lady  missionaries  and  three  local  agents. 

General  Sherman's  Meridian  Expedition. 

Sherman's  expedition  left  here  on  the  28th  of  January,  and  it 
was  my  privilege  to  join  it.   The  morning  was  balmy  as  a  Northern 
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April.  The  signal  or  flag-steamer  backed  out  from  the  levee  at 
10  A.  M.,  and  one  by  one,  in  their  order,  followed  the  fleet  bearing 
the  10,000  brave  men  of  the  Sixteenth  and  Seventeenth  Corps. 
It  was  my  privilege  to  be  the  guest  of  that  Christian  soldier.  Colonel 
R.  M.  Moore,  One  Hundred  and  Seventeenth  Illinois.  On  our 
steamer  was  the  One  Hundred  and  Seventeenth  and  an  Indiana 
battery.  You,  that  have  never  travelled  on  a  Government  trans* 
port,  with  from  700  to  1600  men  on  board;  with  horses,  wagons, 
guns  and  caissons,  anmiunition  and  camp  and  garrison  equipage  on 
lower  deck ;  with  its  complement  of  men,  stowed  away  on  the  boxes, 
piles  of  wood  and  ammunition ;  with  ears  well-nigh  deafened  by  the 
unearthly  braying  of  the  mules  and  clatter  of  machinery;  with 
two  hundred  men  to  cook  at  a  box-stove,  or  sit  in  their  sleeping 
places  and  eat  their  hard-tack  and  raw  bacon; — you,  that  have 
not  seen  and  felt  such  a  condition  of  things,  are  but  poorly  pre- 
pared to  understand  the  feelings  of  one,  who,  in  Jesu's  name, 
spends,  hour  after  hour  and  day  after  day,  in  endeavors  to  benefit 
the  men. 

As  the  fleet  passed  down  the  river,  we  stood  on  the  hurricane- 
deck  of  our  steamer,  and  sung,  "All  hail,  the  power  of  Jesu's 
name,"  listened  to  a  short  address,  and  the  interview  was  closed 
with  prayer.  A  few  days  since,  an  enlisted  man  of  the  One  Hun- 
dred and  Seventeenth  said  to  me,  at  Cairo :  "  I  shall  never  forget 
that  meeting  on  the  hurricane-deck  of  the  Sioux  City.  As  you  led 
in  prayer,  with  uncovered  head,  the  clouds  separated,  and  the  bright 
sun  shone  most  beautifully  upon  tlie  scene." 

In  two  days  we  were  safe  in  Vicksburg.  In  scores  of  steamboat 
trips  on  the  Mississippi  and  most  of  its  navigable  tributaries,  I 
have  never  enjoyed  a  more  pleasant  one.  Of  it  can  be  said  what 
I  can  say  of  no  other,  there  was  no  card-playing  in  the  cabin,  and 
but  very  little  among  the  men.  The  influence  of  the  Christian 
Colonel  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  that  regiment  was  very  evident. 

Soom  and  Work  at  Vicksburg. 

Sherman's  command  went  on  the  Meridian  Expedition ;  mean- 
while I  stayed  at  Vicksburg.  The  basement  of  the  Presbyte- 
rian Church,  occupied  as  rooms  for  the  Christian  Commission,  had 
never  been  equipped  with  shelving,  tables  and  other  requisites,  but 
in  a  few  days  it  was  complete.   At  the  post  were  about  six  thousand 
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men.  A  change  in  local  agents  was  made,  and  three  delegates 
were  present  during  mjr  stay  of  six  weeks.  The  influence  of  the 
daily  prayer-meeting,  commenced  on  my  arrival,  was  much  felt, 
and  some  found  Christ.  Some  of  the  delegates  were  most  excel- 
lent men,  working  with  continuous  devotion.  The  influence  of  the 
Commission  was  direct,  'wide-felt  and  appreciated.  The  open-air 
meetings,  the  good  Samaritan  work  in  hospitals,  the  visits  to  the 
tents,  to  the  transports  and  packets  with  soldiers,  as  they  stopped 
at  the  levee,  going  below  or  coming  up,  the  gunboats,  stationed  or 
passing,  was  most  cheering  and  heart-strengthening.  The  visits  in 
the  prison  and  the  meetings  with  the  prisoners  were  profitable. 
Mrs.  Gov.  Harvey,  so  favorably  known  in  the  army,  accompanied 
me,  one  Sabbath,  to  the  services  in  two  prisons. 

The  Bed  Biyer  Expedition. 

The  Red  River  Expedition  left  Vicksburg  March  10th;  and, 
again  the  guest  of  Colonel  R.  M.  Moore,  I  made  one  of  the  ten 
thousand.  Our  nineteen  'transports  and  ten  thousand  men  were 
joined  at  the  mouth  of  Red  River  by  twenty-three  iron-clads, 
rams,  monitors,  tin-clads  and  tugs,  under  Admiral  Porter. 

As  we  ascended  the  serpentine  and  narrow  Red  River,  with  an 
advance  and  rear-guard  of  gunboats,  the  sight  was  beautiful  in  the 
extreme.  The  land  trip  across  from  the  Atchafalaya  to  Fort  de 
Russey,  was  made  in  a  day  and  a  night,  and  the  capture  effected 
after  a  fight  of  an  hour  and  a  half.  There  are  some  men  who 
will  long  remember  that  night's  march,  and  what  was  said  to  them 
of  that  other  soldier* 8  life. 

Taking  our  transports  again  at  the  fort,  we  arrived  in  safety  at 
Alexandria,  where  we  were  re-enforced  by  General  Banks,  after 
spending  ten  days.  Immediately  after  our  arrival,  we  took  posses- 
sion of  a  church  building,  in  the  name  of  Almighty  God  and  Presi- 
dent Lincoln,  and  at  once  commenced  a  daily  service.  The  build- 
ing was  well  filled  the  first  day,  and  walls  previously  resounding  to 
treason,  now  echoed  and  re-echoed  to  a  true  patriotism  and  a 
hearty  Christian  loyalty. 

The  ten  days  at  Ale;candria  are  each  precious  in  memory.  The 
open-air  meetings,  the  squad  and  tent  gatherings  and  the  putting 
in  the  hands  of  the  men  good  reading  at  such  a  time,  were  duly 
appreciated. 
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Havy  Work. 

On  the  morning  of  the  30th  of  March  we  moved  out  of  Alex- 
andria. 

A  day  or  two  later,  I  was  invited  on  board  the  gunboat  Caronde- 
let,  by  Lieut.  Com.  Mitchel,  to  be  the  guest  of  the  cabin  as  long 
as  I  desired.  I  stood  by  the  captain  as  the  sailors  gathered  around 
to  hear  concerning  the  port  of  eternal  peace.  After  eight  bells, 
and  "all  must  turn  in,"  I  stood  by  the  swinging  hammocks,  and 
read  to  them  from  the  Book  of  Books,  concerning  God's  wonderful 
love  to  them. 

It  was  most  cheering,  after  the  week's  stay,  to  be  cordially 
invited  to  return  and  make  the  iron-clad  my  home  at  any  time. 
Having  occasion  to  return  to  tarry  for  a  night,  it  was  more  than 
cheering  to  have  an  official  come  to  my  side  after  I  had  retired, 
and,  with  tremulous  voice  and  deeply  moved  heart,  assure  me  of 
his  determination  to  set  all  sail,  take  careful  soundings,  keep  close 
eye  upon  his  compass,  and,  through  Christ,  cast  anchor  on  the 
other  side. 

Work  for  Christ  on  our  .gunboats,  and  among  our  sailors 
generally,  is  a  very  peculiar  work;  and,  with  any  other  than  Chris- 
tian determination  to  overcome  obstacles,  it  might  be  termed  diffi- 
cult. The  friends  at  home  have  done  nobly  in  enabling  the  Com- 
mission to  put  libraries  upon  most  of  the  fifty  or  more  gunboats  on 
the  Mississippi ;  and  the  Peoria  Committee  to  send  from  Cairo  a  well- 
selected,  various  and  generous  package  of  religious  reading  every 
month  for  each  vessel.  This  entire  Mississippi  squadron  has  a 
single  chaplain,  and  he  stationed  at  Cairo,  on  the  receiving-ship. 

The  opportunity  to  hold  meetings  on  the  different  kinds  of 
vessels,  on  the  gun  and  berth-decks,  with  Parrott,  Dahlgren  and 
Columbiad,  upon  which  to  rest  my  Bible,  to  talk  with  the  men  of 
every  grade  and  age,  from  the  girlish  cabin-boy  of  twelve  summers 
to  the  gray-headed  and  ocean-hardened  sailor  of  three-score;  from 
the  boatswain,  and  the  petty  officer,  to  the  Admiral,  was  larger  on 
the  Red  River  Expedition  than  it  has  ever  been  on  any  previous 
expedition. 

From  the  Admiral  down,  I  was  treated  with  brotherly  considera- 
tion. Every  ten  boats,  at  least,  should  have  one  self-forgetting, 
untiring  Christian  worker ;  a  man  of  cordiality,  of  gentleness,  of 
determination  to  know  no  failure ;  one  who  can  grace  the  table  of 
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the  "man-of-war's  cabin,"  or,  with  equal  care,  can  sit  on  the  oaken 
floor  or  iron  plating,  and  make  Jack  feel  that  he  is  one  of  their 
number,  who  deeply  longs  to  have  him  ship  for  everlasting  life. 


Grand  Ecore  Meetings. 

The  meetings  at  Grand  Ecore,  both  brigade,  regimental  and 
squad,  with  personal  endeavor,  were  instructive  and  promising,  but 
for  the  fruitage  we  wait  the  eternal  revelation. 

Battle-field  Work. 

Friday  afternoon,  8th  of  April,  cannonading  in  our  advance 
grew  louder,  and  drew  nearer  before  sunset. 

Commanders  wore'  thoughtful  faces,  and  enlisted  men  looked 
anxiously.  The  sun  dropped  below  Louisiana  sugar-fields  as  quietly 
as  ever.  Stragglers,  parts  of  companies  and  regiments,  soon  en- 
tered our  camp,  and,  with  deep  sadness,  we  learned  that  the  por- 
tions of  the  Thirteenth  and  Nineteenth  Corps  constituting  our  ad- 
vance, under  General  Banks,  had  been  most  fearfully  repulsed. 
My  place  on  mother  earth,  at  brigade  headquarters,  was  by  the 
side  of  Colonel  Moore.  That  night  I  occupied  it,  but  not  to  sleep. 
The  encouraged  and  exasperated  rebels,  the  defeated  Federals,  the 
bloody  work  of  the  next  day,  and  the  question,  had  I  been  faithful 
to  all?  many  of  whom  to-morrow  sleep  in  death,  were  thoughts 
quite  sufiicient  to  prevent  sleep.  At  2,  A.  M.,  all  were  aroused, 
hasty  breakfast  taken,  and  we  lay  upon  our  guns  waiting.  That 
waiting  was  good  time  for  Christian  Commission  working.  The 
personal  interviews  with  commissioned  and  enlisted  men  were  so- 
lemn, and  I  do  not  believe  they  will  be  forgotten.  That  colonels 
go  prayerfully  into  battle  in  some  cases,  I  know;  for  the  pleading 
tones  of  one  that  morning  I  was  privileged  to  hear.  At  the  close 
of  the  confiict,  he  held  me  by  the  hand,  and,  with  misty  eyes, 
said,  ^^I  never  feU  more  the  power  of  prayer  than  in  thie  fight.**  Till 
two  o'clock  the  next  morning,  I  was  on  the  field,  administering  to 
the  wounded,  and  removing  them  to  the  extemporized  hospitals. 
What  an  Ohio  soldier  said  to  me,  as  he  was  closing  his  eyes  in 
death,  were  it  all,  would  have  been  precious  cheer  for  the  toil  of  the 
trip.  I  took  to  my  blanket  at  two  o'clock  in  the  morning.  At 
four  P.  M.,  the  order  came  to  retreat. 
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The  Defeat  and  Betreat 

The  sun  rose  never  more  beautifully,  and  never  shone  upon  a 
moving  column  of  more  triumphant  or  more  deeply  disappointed 
heroes.  If  it  is  womanly  for  men  to  weep,  then  men  well-nigh  in- 
vincible are  womanly,  for  many  a  man  wept  that  Sabbath  (10th 
April)  even  as  in  childhood. 

Eight  days  at  Grand  Ecore,  on  the  retreat,  before  the  rebels 
could  harass  us,  gave  fine  opportunity  for  practical  sympathy  in 
carrying  guns,  doing  good  Samaritan  work,  and  pointing  men  to 
Jesus.  At  Alexandria  we  found  two  delegates  of  the  New  YoA 
branch  of  the  Christian  Commission,  doing  good  service  among  the 
many  sufferers. 

May  in  Hew  Orleans. 

The  trip  to  New  Orleans  on  the  transport,  among  the  wounded, 
was  precious  in  work  and  incident.  At  New  Orleans,  work  abounds. 
With  such  a  co-laborer  as  the  untiring  R.  K.  Diossy,  of  the  New 
York  branch,  the  local  agent  at  that  post,  with  an  every  day  atten- 
dance upon  the  Carondelet  Street  daily  service,  with  meetings  in 
cotton  presses,  the  military  and  city  prisons,  at  the  parole  camp  on 
Lake  Pontchartrain,  and  in  the  suburbs  of  the  city  in  every  direc- 
tion, and  the  privilege  of  co-operating  with  the  earnest  few  of  the 
Young  Men's  Christian  Commission  in  engaging  a  room  under  the 
St.  Charles  Hotel  as  their  future  religious  home,  the  month  of  May 
was  not  in  vain.  Prayer  has  gone  up  from  that  room,  under  the 
St.  Charles  Hotel,  every  day  since. 


Yicksburg  and  Memphis, 

Coming  up  the  river,  I  passed  a  few  days  at  Vicksburg,  and  was 
gladdened  to  find  the  rooms,  the  religious  reading,  and  the  daily 
service  accomplishing  much  positive  good. 

Arriving  at  Memphis,  after  four  and  a  half  months  of  abscApe, 
trying  to  do  a  little,  it  was  good  indeed  to  receive  the  Christian 
greeting  that  my  co-laborers  know  how  to  extend. 

The  one  hundred  days'  men  arrived;  and  the  fighting  back  of 
Memphis  was  a  new  order  of  things.  The  worn  and  torn  Red  River 
men  were  to  be  cared  for,  clothes  for  the  body  and  salvation  for 
the  soul  were  to  be  offered.     The  wounded  from  Guntown  poured 
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in  upon  as,  and  delegates,  agents,  and  ladj  workers  had  hearts  and 
hands  full. 

Little  Book  and  Duvall^s  Bluff 

Late  in  June  I  left  for  Little  Rock  and  Arkansas.  On  the 
White  River  we  were  detained  by  the  fighting,  and  received  the 
wounded  on  board  our  transport.  Two  delegates  were  with  me, 
and  we  found  much  to  do,  and  with  gladness  did  what  we  could. 
I  passed  nearly  four  weeks  at  Little  Rock  and  Duvall's  Bluff.  Mr. 
C.  C.  Thayer,  our  esteemed  local  agent,  was  obliged  to  leave  on  a 
sick  furlough.  The  heat  was  extreme,  and  sickness  sadly  abundant. 
Every  thing  was  to  be  done  for  body  and  for  soul.  Three  delegates 
were  on  duty  at  the  time.  The  18th  of  July  we  had  occupied 
these  rooms  one  year,  and  the  anniversary  was  to  be  marked. 
During  the  week  it  was  held  with  all  its  attendant  anxieties.  The 
Sabbath  following  I  had,  as  on  several  previous  Sabbaths,  seven  or 
eight  open  air  meetings.  I  did  not  think  of  how  much  I  could  do, 
and  had  then,  as  still,  often  said,  ^^  0  Lord,  keep  me  from  making 
mistakes." 

The  re-action  came,  but  not  till  the  morning  of  my  departure. 
For  eight  days  it  was  not  to  me  that  the  promise  applied,  "He 
giveth  his  beloved  sleep." 

Division  of  Labor. 

On  my  arrival  in  St.  Louis,  2d  August,  sick  and  worn,  our  con- 
siderate, brotherly  and  loving  Committee  said,  in  such  a  field  and 
so  large  a  department,  it  is  too  much  to  ask  one  man  to  meet  faith- 
fully the  duties  of  General  Field  Agent.  A  division  was  cordially 
made,  assigning  to  Rev.  F.  G.  Ensign  the  Business  Field  Agency. 


A  Working  Home  Trip  for  Best. 

The  trij^to  St.  Louis  was  good,  the  few  days  there  with  Chris- 
tian friends  were  strengthening  to  body  and  soul.  Four  weeks  of 
Wisconsin  air  were  better  than  medicine;  another  three,  in  holding 
Christian  Commission  meetings,  strengthened  the  body,  and  fed  the 
soul;  another  three,  hastening  to  and  returning  from  New  England 
for  a  review  of  •  youthful  associations,  with  an  average  of  a  daily 
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pablic  meeting,  found  me  in  St.  Louis,  October  27.    Early  Novem- 
ber, again  in  the  field. 


BEPOBT  OF  BEV.  F.  0.  EVdIOH,  BUSIHESS  FIELD  AOEFT. 

The  circle  of  another  year  is  completed — seed-time  and  harvest 
have  come  and  gone,  and  the  gathered  grain  is  safe  in  the  garner. 

One  year  ago  to-day,  there  were  but  two  branch  offices  of  the 
Christian  Commission  from  Cairo  to  Natchez,  including  the  Depart- 
ment of  Arkansas.  At  Memphis  and  Vicksburg  these  offices  were 
located.  At  the  former  place  there  was  a  daily  prayer  meeting, 
the  only  one  in  the  whole  department. 

In  February  the  office  at  Little  Bock  was  opened,  and  C.  C. 
Thayer  was  appointed  Local  Agent,  and  his  work  has  been  most 
precious  and  profitable.  The  commanding  General  has  Extended 
every  facility  asked,  and  the  work  promises,  with  present  facilities, 
more  hopeful  results  in  the  future  than  have  been  realized  in  the 
past. 

An  office  was  opened  at  Natchez  last  April,  Rev.  Arza  Brown, 
Agent.  The  commanding  General  kindly  gave  the  Commission  a 
pleasant  house,  and  extended  to  us  many  favors,  which  have  all 
been  re-conferred  upon  the  brave  soldiers  at  that  post. 

Brother  Brown  is  the  patriarch  of  the  department,  being  nearly 
seventy  years  old,  yet  no  man  has  a  younger  or  more  loving  heart* 
Soldiers  and  officers  respect,  honor,  and  love  him. 

The  office  at  Vicksburg  was  opened  soon  after  the  surrender  of 
the  city  to  General  Grant,  but  has  not  been  what  it  should  have 
been.  A  permanent  agent  has  at  length  been  secured,  and  the  in- 
terest is  widening  and  deepening. 

Duvall's  Blftff  was  visited  in  September,  and  an  office  and  daily 
prayer  meeting  opened;  and  for  several  weeks  this  work  was  most 
precious,  and  promised  a  rich  harvest.  Sickness  deprived  us  of  the 
labors  of  Rev.  Mr.  Mattice;  and  for  a  few  weeks  the  post  was  left 
vacant,  until  the  arrival  of  Mr.  E.  C.  Sackett,  the  present  agent,  who 
is  erecting  a  building  for  the  reading-room,  in  which  he  has  the  co- 
operation and  aid  of  General  Andrews,  and  the  Post  Quartermaster, 
both  of  whonl  have  manifested  a  lively  interest  in  this  work  of 
Christ  for  our  soldiers  from  the  first.  ^ 

In  February  an  office  was  opened  at  Cairo,  than  which  there  is 
not  a  more  important  point  in  the  Western  Department.     Thou- 
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sandB  of  soldiers  pass  and  re-pass  there,  and  abundant  opportuni- 
ties are  given  active  Christian  men  to  work  for  them  and  for  Christ. 
The  Commission  have  erected  a  large  building  for  reading  and 
store-room,  and  are  using  every  effort  to  reach  all  soldiers  and  sail- 
ors passing,  or  at  all  accessible  to  that  office.  N.  C.  McClure  has 
recently  been  appointed  agent,  and  comes  to  the  work  with  a  large 
army  experience. 

In  September,  an  office  was  opened  at  Paducah.  Wm.  W.  Ken- 
nedy was  appointed  agent.  Some  good  results  have  been  realized 
from  the  work. 

Columbus  is  in  charge  of  Rev.  J.  S.  Orange,  Superintendent  Sol- 
diers' Home,  who  most  happily  unites  the  Sanitary  fend  Christian 
Commissions,  being  the  joint  agent  of  the  two,  and  his  labor  is 
greatly  blest  of  God. 

The  distributions  of  reading  has  been  as  follows: — 

Memphis,  Tenn.,    Scriptures 28,618 

"  «         Hymns 12,229 

«  «        Soldiers'  books 94,612 

«  «        Pages  tracts. 669,764 

«  "        Papers 178,398 

"  «        Pamphlets 6,595 

««  «        Bound  volumes 2,611 

Natohes,  Miss.,        Scriptures 1,528 

«  "  Hymns 487 

«  «  Soldiers' books. '. 18,985 

"  *'  Boundvolume 369 

"  "  Pages  tracts 36,135 

"  «  Papers 43,760 

"  *<  Pamphlets 101 

Little  Bock,  Ark.,  Scriptures 4,681 

«  "     Hymns •  2,713 

"  "     Soldiers' books 6,786 

<<  <'     Bound  volumes 440 

u  u     Pages  tracts 229,528 

"  «     Papers 69,771 

«  «     Pamphlets 662 

Reports  from  other  stations  have  not  been  received;  but  from 
this  partial  report  some  idea  cm  be  gained  of  the  amount  of  work 
accomplished. 

Twelve  hundred  religious  services  have  been  held  at  this  post, 
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and  in  many  of  them  there  have  been  most  direct  fruits  of  the  la- 
bors of  the  delegates  of  the  Commission.  Over  three  thousand  re- 
ligious meetings  have  been  held  in  the  department;  and  go  where 
you  will  in  this  army,  you  will  hear  of  the  gracious  results.  If 
there  has  been  any  field  of  Christian  effort  upon  which  God  has 
set  his  seal,  this  army  work  certainly  bears  most  clear  and  unmis- 
takable evidence  of  such  Divine  recognition. 

The  most  striking  illustration  of  this  was  seen  in  the  Marine  Bri- 
gade at  Vicksburg,  a  few  weeks  ago.  They  had  been  neglected  for 
some  time,  and,  like  many  others,  had  become  very  profane  and 
reckless,  so  much  so,  that  some  of  their  officers  felt  that  there  could 
be  but  little  hope  of  reaching  them.  But  as  soon  as  they  were 
visited,  and  supplied  with  reading,  and  directed  to  Christ,  they 
began  to  think,  and  to  pray,  and  in  a  few  days  there  was  an  entire 
change  in  the  moral  sentiment  of  the  regiment,  and  the  same 
officers  remarked,  that  they  believed  every  man  in  the  regiment 
was  thinking  of  "these  things.*' 

Major-General  Washburn  has  extended  many  favors  to  the  Com- 
mission, thus  enabling  us  to  do  more  for  the  men,  and  do  it  more 
efficiently.  The  department  and  depot  quartermasters  have  kindly 
extended  such  favors  as  were  consistent  with  existing  orders,  for 
which  they  have  the  gratitude  of  the  agents  and  delegates  of  the 
Commission,  and  of  those  aiding  and  being  aided  by  its  benevo- 
lence. 

With  the  experience  of  the  past,  the  Commission  enter  upon  the 
new  year  with  gathered  facilities  and  hopeful  promise,  with  the 
assurance  of  accomplishing  more,  and  witnessing  more  precious 
results. 

STlTIOH  WOBK  AT  LITTLB  BOOK. 

BT.  0,   0.  THAYER,  AGENT. 

Arrived  at  Little  Rock  on  the  26th  of  January,  1864.  Major 
General  Steele  received  me  kindly  and  promised  me  every  facility, 
"not  inconsistent  with  the  public  service." 

I  called   on  Capt.  B ,  in  company  with  G.  M.  Wyeth, 

Agent  W.  Sanitary  Commission,  who  was  anxious  that  I  should 
occupy  one-half  of  Ids  building,  and  at  once  procured  an  assign- 
ment of  the  same,  and  thereby  united  under  the  same  roof  the  two 
"Sisters  of  Charity."     The  condition  of  the  rooms  was  any  thing 
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tut  inviting,  resembling,  in  fact,  a  secesh  boarding-house,  for  which 
purpose  it  had  been  used  more  than  a  dwelling  for  white  folks. 
But  choosing  appropriate  tools,  and  pulling  off  coat  and  rolling 
up  sleeves,  I  erected  two  large  cases  for  books,  tracts,  periodi- 
cals, &c.,  arranged  two  file  desks  for  the  leading  religious  and  se- 
cular newspapers,  procured  a  large  black  Walnut  case  for  library, 
also  an  office  desk,  writing  tables,  benches  and  other  convenient 
and  necessary  articles,  and  all  without  a  dime's  expense,  except  the 
office  desk. 

On  the  1st  of  February  following,  the  Rooms  of  the  Commission 
were  opened  and  solemnly  dedicated  to  the  service  of  Almighty 
God.  Sometimes  soldiers  would  enter  hesitatingly,  and  stand  aloof, 
like  suspicious  chickens  in  a  strange  farm-yard,  wondering  what  it 
could  all  mean,  but  never  doubting  that  it  was  intended  to  win  from 
them  their  hard-earned  "greenbacks." 

But  presently  on  came  a  large  stock  of  choice  reading  matter — 
books,  papers,  tracts ;  alao  paper,  envelopes,  pens,  ink,  &c.  When 
I  said,  "Come  in,  soldiers,  make  yourselves  at  home;  every  thing 
here  is  gratuitous,"  they  would  ask  in  astonishment,  "How  is  this?" 
Pointing  to  our  card,  I  would  answer,  "This  is  the  Christian  Com- 
mission. Your  friends  at  home  procured  these  things  and  sent 
them  to  you.  They  are  free  to  you  as  the  Gospel — ^without  money 
and  without  price.' "  Tears  fell  from  the  eyes  of  some  as  home  and 
its  endearments  were  remembered;  one  shouted,  "Bully  for  the 
Christian  Commission,"  another,  "Bully  for  those  who  support  it." 

Distribution  and  E^^ansion. 

These  glad  tidings,  like  a  little  leaven,  commenced  spreading 
throughout  the  Department,  and  soon  a  lively  interest  became  mani- 
fest, and  this  interest  has  since  continued  to  increase. 

Besides  large  quantities  of  reading,  I  have  distributed  in  hospi- 
tals, a  large  number  of  Charts,  Almanacs,  Silent  Comforters, 
Words  of  Life,  Words  for  the  Heart,  &c.  Have  also  issued  to 
hospitals,  shirts,  sheets,  pillow-slips,  towels,  handkerchiefs,  socks, 
and  have  put  into  the  hands  of  our  sick  and  wounded  heroes  many 
luxuries;  have  furnished  paper,  envelopes,  pens,  jnk,  and  often 
stamps  to  those  who  write  in  our  rooms ;  have  furnished  the  same 
to  hospitals,  and  often  written  letters  to  dear  ones  at  home  for  our 
sick  and  wounded  soldiers,  talked  to  them  of  Jesus,  and,  if  dying, 
commended  them  to  Him  in  prayer. 
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Prayer-Meetings  and  Singing  Schools. 

Our  Prayer  Meetings  from  the  first  have  been  interesting,  but 
now  the  rooms  are  full  every  day,  and  while  I  am  now  writing 
there  are  sinners  here  asking  the  way  to  Jesus.  Yesterday  eight 
rose  and  requested  our  prayers,  and  to-day  fifteen.  Many  Ger- 
mans have  been  converted.  At  our  last  meeting  one  rose  and  said, 
"I  no  talk  English,  but  I  love  my  Gott."  From  these  meetings 
have  grown  many  other  Prayer  Meetings;  from  our  very  large 
and  interesting  Singing  School  have  grown  others,  and  there  are 
now  three  auxiliary  Reading  Rooms ;  one  in  the  General  Hospital^ 
and  two  outside  the  lines,  ail  in  a  flourishing  condition. 


A  Sabbath  Lesson,  and  a  Talk  with  Two  Soldiers. 

Soldiers  every  where  take  us  by  the  hand  as  brothers,'  and  by 
our  talking  and  praying,  eating  and  sleeping  with  them,  there  has 
grown  an  intimacy  which  has  paved  the  way  for  precious  opportu- 
nities. They  are  free  to  tell  us  their  joys  and  their  sorrows.  Yes- 
terday I  met  a  soldier  on  the  street,  with  a  wounded  hand.  I  laid 
my  hand  on  his  shoulder,  and  said,  "My  friend,  how  is  this?" 
"Well,"  said  he,  "I  was  out  bunting  Sabbath,  and  got  my  hand 
shot."  " Every  day  has  its  lessons,"  I  answered.  "  Did  you  learn 
any  thing  from  that?"  "I  learned,"  he  replied,  "that it  does  not 
pay  to  disobey  God."  "And  what  are  you  going  to  do  about  it?" 
I  continued.  "I  would  go  to  Him  and  tell  Him  that  I  am  sorry,  but 
I  am  so  wicked  that  I  am  afraid,"  was  his  answer.  I  repeated  for 
him  some  of  the  precious  promises.  Just  then  another  soldier  joined 
ns.  I  saw  that  he  was  interested,  and  turning  to  him,  said,  "  My 
friend,  are  you  a  Christian?"  "No,"  he  answered,  but  I  wish  I 
was,  and  as  I  heard  you  talking  to  this  soldier,  I  thought  that  you 
were  just  the  one  I  wanted  to  see, — one  who  would  talk  right  at  me, 
and  to  whom  I  could  tell  my  thoughts."  Every  day  there  are  in- 
cidents which  have  a  tendency  to  call  into  action  all  the  better 
feelings  of  our  heart.  We  hear  the  new-born  Christian  tell  his 
joy,  and  see  the  dying  go  in  peace,  Glorious  cause  I  How  preg- 
nant with  blessed  experiences ! 
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Ist  January,  1865. 

The  field  of  labor  allotted  to  this  Committee  remains  unchanged, 
and  comprises  the  whole  coast  line  of  military  operations  from  Fort- 
ress Monroe  to  the  boundaries  of  Mexico,  together  with  the  hospi- 
tals in  and  around  New  York.  By  arrangements  with  the  Central 
OflSce  in  Philadelphia,  the  field  from  which  they  were  to  draw  sup- 
plies was  griBatly  reduced,  and  limited  to  the  city  of  New  York  and 
adjacent  river  counties. 

Notwithstanding  this  change,  the  Committee  have  the  pleasing 
and  grateful  duty  of  acknowledging  that  the  receipts  have  been 
equal  to  the  wants  of  the  Commission,  and  that  they  have  been 
enabled  to  meet  all  the  proper  requirements  of  their  delegates,  and 
to  furnish  a  suitable  supply  of  stores  and  reading  matter.  They 
are  led  to  believe,  also,  that  they  have  been  enabled  to  keep  in  the 
field  as  many  delegates  as  it  was  advisable  to  commission  at  one 
time.  The  advance  of  General  Sherman's  army  to  the  seaboard, 
and  the  increase  of  military  forces  in  the  Atlantic  States,  as  most 
of  the  active  operations  are  confined  now  to  them,  have  increased 
the  duties  and  responsibilities  which  devolve  upon  the  Committee, 
and  they  trust,  by  Divine  blessing,  and  a  generous  support  from 
the  public,  to  be  able  adequately  to  meet  them. 

For  convenience,' the  line  of  coast  has  been  districted  into  four 
great  divisions — ^Norfolk,  Newborn,  Hilton  Head,  and  New  Orleans. 

I.  Norfolky  comprising  Portsmouth  and  vicinity.  The  perma- 
nent agent.  Rev.  E.  N.  Crane,  9  Granby  street,  Norfolk,  is  pro- 
vided with  a  full  supply  of  a  variety  of  reading  matter  and  stores, 
and  has  usually  laboring  in  connection  with  him  in  his  district  from 
four  to  six  delegates. 

II.  NewberHy  comprising  Plymouth,  Washington  and  Beaufort, 
N.  C.  The  permanent  agent,  the  Rev.  A.  P.  Lovell,  Newbem,  has 
a  full  supply  of  a  variety  of  reading  matter  and  suitable  stores,  and 
has  usually  laboring,  in  connection  with  him,  in  his  district,  from 
three  to  five  delegates. 
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m.  SUton  Heady  comprising  the  coast  of  South  Carolina,  Geor- 
gia and  Florida,  in  possession  of  our  forces.  Savannah  is,  of 
course,  embraced  in  this  division,  and  will  probably  become  the 
place  of  business  of  the  permanent  agent.  At  present  he  is  sta- 
tioned at  Hilton  Head,  (Rev.  Dwight  Spencer,)  where  he  has  a  full 
supply  of  a  variety  of  reading  matter  and  suitable  stores,  and  has 
laboring  with  him  in  his  district  from  seven  to  ten  delegates. 

IV.  New  Orleans^  embracing  the  Lower  Mississippi  and  the  Red 
River  country.  Baton  Rouge,  Port  Hudson,  Morganzia,  Brasher 
City,  Donaldsonville,  &c.  The  permanent  agent,  Dr.  J.  V.  C.  Smith, 
who  has  been  two  years  steadily,  without  compensation,  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  Commission,  has  an  office,  69  Carondelet  street.  New 
Orleans,  where  he  has  a  full  supply  of  reading  matter,  and  an  as- 
sortment of  such  stores  as  are  not  supplied  by  Government. 

Besides  t^ese  four  districts,  the  Committee  also  attend  to  fur- 
nishing with  reading  matter  the  various  forts  and  hospitals  in  and 
around  the  city  of  New  York,  where  there  are  usually  from  ten  to 
fifteen  thousand  men,  in  the  various  stages  of  convalescence,  or  en- 
camped for  the  purpose  of  organization  and  discipline. 

The  stations  above  mentioned  have  been  kept  well  supplied  with 
Bibles  and  Testaments,  prayer  books,  religious  newspapers,  for- 
warded on  the  day  of  publication,  and  a  large  and  carefully  se- 
lected assortment  of  small  books  and  tracts,  many  of  them  prepared 
especially  for  the  use  of  soldiers  in  the  field.  The  supply  of  weekly 
and  monthly  newspapers  amounts  to  upwards  of  twenty  thousand  a 
week.  A  large  supply  of  writing  materials  has  been  distributed; 
more  than  fifty  thousand  envelopes,  and  corresponding  quantities 
of  writing  paper,  pencils,  pens  and  ink^ 

In  addition  to  these  supplies  for  the  wants  of  the  soldier,  we  have 
forwarded  to  our  principal  stations  large  numbers  of  undernshirts, 
drawers,  stockings,  linen,  lint  and  bandages,  handkerchiefs,  to- 
gether with  an  immense  number  of  "housewives,"  containing 
thread,  needles  and  buttons,  to  enable  the  men  to  keep  their  clothes 
in  comfortable  and  decent  repair.  Hospital  stores,  in  great  va- 
riety, and  of  large  amount,  have  been  forwarded,  especially  black- 
berry cordial,  as  a  remedy  for  diarrhoea,  the  most  prevalent  and 
fatal  disease  to  the  army  at  the  South.  A  large  proportion  of  the 
hospital  stores  forwarded  has  been  sent  to  the  rooms  of  the  Com- 
mittee; and  it  has  not  been  found  necessary  to  purchase  much,  as 
the  General  Government  is  now  well  prepared  to  supply  the  wants 
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of  the  men  in  the  field,  unless  in  exceptional  cases,  where  aid  be- 
comes necessary.  The  Committee  have*  much  pleasure  in  stating 
that  they  have  at  all  times  received  from  the  various  officers  of  Go- 
vernment the  most  cordial  support  and  co-operation. 

During  the  past  year  the  Committee  have  had  ninety-three  dele- 
gates in  the  field,  whose  aggregate  time  of  service  amounts  to  nine 
thousand  three  hundred  and  ninety-four  days,  showing  an  average 
to  each  delegate  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-two  days.  Several  of 
our  city  clergy  went  to  the  army,  for  the  purpose  of  reporting  to 
the  Christian  public  the  actual  work  being  carried  on  by  the  Chris- 
tian Commission ;  and  as  thfeir  sojourn  was  brief,  it  reduced  greatly 
the  average  time  of  the  delegates.  With  few  exceptions,  the  dele- 
gates are  ordained  clergymen,  many  of  them  relinquishing  parochial 
work  to  enter  upon  this  special  service.  The  health  of  the  dele- 
gates has  been  remarkably  good.  Some  have  been  sick,  but  none 
have  died  from  disease  in  consequence  of  exposure  in  the  service  of 
the  Committee.  The  Committee  regret  to  have  to  record  the  loss  of 
Captain  Joseph  L.  Randall,  who  was  drowned  in  the  regular  distri- 
bution of  reading  matter  among  the  fleet  off  Charleston.  The  Com- 
mittee's boat  was  struck  by  a  squall,  upset  and  drifted  out  to  sea, 
and  a  faithful  delegate  perished  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty.  The 
Rev.  Wesley  Robertson  died  at  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  but  his  death 
could  not  be  attributed  to  exposure  in  the  service  of  the  Commis- 
sion, It  was  deemed  proper,  on  medical  advice,  to  withdraw  our 
delegates  from  Newborn  during  the  prevalence  of  the  yellow  fever 
there,  more  especially  as  their  opportunities  of  usefulness  were, 
from  military  regulations,  greatly  tiircumscribed. 

A  financial  statement  accompanies  this  report,  by  which  it  will 
be  seen  that  the  cash  receiptaof  the  Committee  have  been  $102,747  63, 
and  the  expenditures  $63,741  94,  leaving  a  balance  in  the  hands  of 
the  Treasurer  of  $39,005  69. 

During  the  last  winter,  frequent  public  meetings  were  held ;  but 
since  the  departure  for  California  of  the  General  Agent,  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Mingins,  these  have  necessarily  been  omitted.  The  Commit- 
tee have  to  acknowledge  large  grants  of  Bibles  and  Testaments 
from  the  Bible  Society,  and  a  full  supply  of  prayer  books  from 
Mr.  John  De  Wolfe;  and  their  indebtedness  to  Dr.  N.  Bishop  and 
Dr.  0.  Bronson,  the  former  for  the  gratuitous  and  uninterrupted 
superintendence  of  the  work  of  the  Committee,  and  the  latter  for 
the  careful  preparation  and  selection  of  the  reading  matter. 


KEPORT  OF  COMMITTEE 

FOR  THE 

MIDDLE  DI8TBICT  OF  HAUfB. 

BATH. 

Cash  raised $4,286  13 

Cash  remitted  Jos.  Story,  Treasurer  $3,437  61 

"    paid  for  stores 272  81 

Expenses 67  38 

Balance,  December  30,  1864 468  33  $4,236  13- 

33  Boxes  valued  at  $1,740  00  were  forwarded. 
Twenty-seven  Public  meetings  were  held  in  as  many  towns;  five 
Ladies'  Christian  Commissions  were  organized,  and  quite  a  num- 
'  ber  of  Ladies'  Soldiers  Aid  S6ci6ties  became  auxiliaries  of  the  Com- 
mission. 

The  work  was  done  personally  by  the  Committee  at  an  expense 
of  nine  miUa  on  a  doUar. 
Gershom  H.  Palmeb,  Secretary. 

Chas.  Douglass,  Chairman. 


BOSTON  COMMITTEE. 

Rooms  of  the  Young  Men's  Cluristian  Association,         •» 
Tremont  Temple,  January  Ist,  1865.  j 

The  Army  Committee  of  the  Boston  Young  Men's  Christian  As- 
sociation, who,  from  the  origin  of  the  U.  S.  Christian  Commission, 
have  had  the  privilege  of  acting  in  full  co-operation  with  it,  and  in 
connection  with  the  eflScient  and  unremitting  labors  in  New  Eng- 
land of  a  member  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Commission* 
resident  here,  beg  to  present  the  accompanying  summary  of  their 
labors  for  the  year  1864. 

They  have  especial  cause  for  gratitude  that  the  people  of  New 

*  Charles  Demond,  Esq. 
8  '  113 
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England  have  so  generally  recognised  the  claims  of  the  noble  Union 
army  on  their  sympathy  and  aid,  by  largely  increased  contributions 
over  the  liberal  amount  given  in  1863.  It  was  the  privilege  of  two 
members  of  the  Committee,  with  other  devoted  friends  of  the  cause, 
to  accompany  the  Chairman  of  the  Commission  on  a  visit  to  the  head- 
quarters of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  in  April  last,  a  short  time 
previous  to  the  opening  of  the  spring  campaign. 

The  evidence  of  the  importance  and  highly  practical  character  of 
the  work  of  the  Commission,  and  its  cordial  appreciation  by  officers 
and  men  was  so  impressive  and  overwhelming,  that  they  returned 
with  a  deepened  conviction  as  to  their  duty  to  press  the  claims  of 
this  noble  cause  on  public  attention.  The  annual  meeting  soon  after 
held  in  this  city,  which  was  thronged  with  eager  listeners  and  the 
earnest  friends  of  the  soldiers,  from  all  parts  of  our  commonwealth, 
gave  opportunity  to  diffuse  these  impressions.  For  depth  of  feeling 
and  enthusiasm,  it  was  not  surpassed  by  any  of  the  numerous  and 
interesting  religious  meetings  of  the  anniversary  week. 

About  the  same  time,  and  immediately  after  the  terrible  battles 
of  the  Wilderness  and  of  Fredericksburg,  this  Committee,  encouraged 
by  their  success  in  making  collections,  after  the  battle  of  Gettys- 
burg, on  the  Merchants'  Exchange  in  this  city,  repeated  this  novel 
mode  of  presenting  the  objects  of  the  Commission.  The  volun- 
tary and  prompt  response  exceeded  the  results  of  our  first  appeal 
in  that  place,  and,  in  less  than  one  week,  amounted  to  over  thirty 
thousand  dollars.  This  so  thoroughly  advertised  the  cause,  that 
in  thirty  days,  the  sum  contributed  reached  the  liberal  sum  of  fifty 
thousand  dollars.  Our  thanks  are  especially  due  to  the  liberality 
of  our  fellow-citizens,  who  have  thus  stimulated  and  encouraged  us. 
By  the  systematized  organizations  of  monthly  meetings  in  this  and 
adjacent  States,  under  the  active  efforts  of  the  resident  member  of 
the  Executive  Committee  in  this  city,  aided  by  returned  delegates 
and  ardent  friends  of  the  cause  in  the  several  cities  and  towns,  the 
contributions  have  gradually  increased  to  one  hundred  and  sixty- 
four  thousand  nine  hundred  and  fifty-two  dollars  and  forty-three 
cents  during  the  year  1864.  The  number  of  packages  of  stores 
which  have  been  received  and  forwarded  during  the  same  time,  is  two 
thousand  one  hundred  and  five,  of  the  estimated  value  of  two  hun- 
dred and  forty-eight  thousand  one  hundred  dollars. 

Of  the  several  volumes  and  pages  of  religious  literature  forwarded 
as  per  tabular  statement,  especial  attention  has  been  given  by  the 
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Committee  to  compiling  and  pnblisliing  the  Soldiers'  Hymn  Book, 
of  which  one  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  copies  hare  been  for- 
warded for  distribution.  The  fact,  that  nearly  all  the  sick  and 
wounded  men  are  sent  to  hospitals  as  near  to  the  seat  of  war  as  pos- 
sible, has  relieved  Massachusetts,  to  a  great  extent,  from  the  duty 
and  the  privilege  of  ministering  to  them  at  home,  and. hence  the  la- 
bors of  this  Committee  have  been  mainly  through  the  agency  of 
delegates  on  the  battle-field,  or  in  field  hospitals. 

The  thousands  of  seamen  on  board  the  U.  S.  receiving-ship  Ohio^ 
at  the  navy-yard  in  Charlestown,  for  enlistment,  receive  regular 
ministrations  and  kind  attentions  from  members  of  the  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association,  independently  of  this  Committee ;  and  the 
disabled  soldiers,  honorably  discharged  from  service,  find  an  asylum 
in  the  Discharged  Soldiers'  Home  in  this  city,  where  their  spiritual 
wants  receive  the  regular  care  of  a  chaplain  and  other  competent 
religious  guides.  The  sphere  of  action  of  this  Committee  has  been 
limited,  therefore,  chiefly  to  the  collection  of  funds  and  of  forward- 
ing supplies  for  distribution  from  the  Central  Office  in  Philadelphia.* 

The  sympathy  between  the  military  and  naval  branches  of  the 
service,  has  been  pleasingly  illustrated  in  the  generous  amount  of 
$6,432  26,  contributed  by  officers,  seamen,  mechanics,  and  em- 
ployees in  the  XJ.  S.  navy-yard  at  Charlestown,  and  also  by  a  do- 
nation made  by  the  officers  and  men  in  the  navy-yard  in  Kittery, 
Maine. 

A  cargo  of  ice,  vegetables,  lemons,  etc.,  purchased  and  forwarded 
from  this  port  to  City  Point,  Va.,  in  August,  1864,  arrived  most 
opportunely,  and  we  are  assured,  by  the  agent  there,  greatly  alle- 
viated the  sufferers  in  the  hospitals,  in  the  hour  of  greatest  need 
and  scarcity,  after  tie  battles  of  the  Wilderness. 

The  number  of  volunteer  delegates  commissioned  from  New  Eng- 
land during  the  year  has  been  359.  All  have  given  gratifying  proof 
of  devotion  to  the  cause,  by  their  efficient  and  judicious  labors. 

While  we  forbear  to  discriminate  as  to  the  comparative  value  of 
the  services  of  these  generous  volunteers,  we  should  do  injustice 
to  the  memory  of  a  devoted  young  Christian  brother,  James  S.  Kim- 
ball, a  member  of  the  Boston  Young  Men's  Christian  Association, 
should  we  fail  to  bear  testimony  to  his  heroic  and  self-denying  cha- 
racter, as  indicated  in  his  kind  ministrations  and  assiduous  labors 
to  the  soldiers,  under  great  exposure,  by  which  his  life  was  forfeited 
ia  Nashville,  on  the  16th  of  December  last. 
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He  has  left  an  example  to  his  young  friends  worthy  of  emulation 
and  of  our  highest  respect.  We  might  add  incidents  of  great  inte- 
rest from  the  correspondence  of  our  delegates,  but  presuming  that 
"^  many  of  these  will  be  selected  by  the  Executive  Committee  from 
various  sources,  we  forbear  to  enlarge  our  report. 

We  would  particularly  acknowledge  the  generous  aid  afforded  to 
the  Commission,  and  its  objects,  by  the  gratuitous  services  of  some 
of  the  transportation  companies,  and,  also,  by  the  liberal  support 
of  the  religious  and  secular  newspaper  press  generally. 

We  cannot  doubt  that  the  heart  of  New  England  will,  as  hereto- 
fore, ever  be  responsive  to  the  claim  of  this  patriotic  and  benevolent 
cause.  In  the  confident  hope  of  an  early  termination  of  this  terri- 
ble conflict  of  civil  war,  we  are  prepared,  with  renewed  courage  and 
energy,  to  continue  our  humble  efforts  to  mitigate  the  sufferings 
inseparable  from  it;  grateful  that  we  may  share  in  these  Chris- 
tian labors,  which  have  thus  far  received  the  most  signal  evidence 
of  the  Divine  blessing. 


For  the  Committee; 


Edward  S.  Tobby, 

Ohtirmcm. 
Jacob  Sleeper, 
Joseph  Story, 
J.  L.  Warren, 
BusSBLL  Sturgis,  Jr., 

MembeTBofthe  Com. 


FIRST  REPORT 


ALBAHT  BSAHCH  OF  THE  00MMIS8I0V. 

Three  months  of  the  year  had  elapsed  before  we  were  organized; 
before  that  time,  all  that  had  been  done  in  our  city,  had  passed 
through  another  channel.  A  society  of  ladies  had  organized 
shortly  after  the  commencement  of  the  war  in  connection  with  the 
Sanitary  Commission,  through  whose  constant  and  industrious  labors, 
a  large  amount  of  both  stores  and  publications  were  sent  to  our 
suffering  men.     In  the  early  part  of  last  winter,  steps  were  taken 
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to  get  up  a  fair  or  hazaar  for  the  benefit  of  the  Sanitary  Com- 
mission. A  few  friends  of  our  organization,  made  an  efibrt  to 
have  the  proceeds  of  the  Fair  divided  between  the  two  Commissions. 
Several  meetings  were  held  for  consultation,  but  no  satisfactory 
arrangement  could  be  made,  and  the  plan  was  abandoned.  In  the  * 
month  of  January,  a  gentleman  of  our  city  sent  a  check  for  $100 
to  Mr  Stuart,  which  was  about  all  that  had  been  done,  in  this  cap- 
ital of  the  Empire  State,  for  the  U.  S.  Christian  Commission  thus 
far. 

In  the  latter  part  of  March,  1864,  through  the  agency  of  our 
"Young  Men's  Christian  Association,'*  Geo.  H.  Stuart,  -Esq. 
and  Rev.  Charles  P.  Lyford  were  invited  to  address  a  public  . 
meeting* at  "Tweddle  Hall,"  on  Sabbath  afternoon,  March  27th. 
The  meeting  was  held,  and  a  very  large  audience  was  in  attendance, 
and  through  the  influence  of  that  meeting,  by  the  blessing. of  God, 
our  little  branch  sprang  up,  and  is  still  alive  and  maturing,  I  hope, 
to  a  larger  growth.  No  collection  was  taken,  but,  at  .the  close  of 
the  meeting,  Mr.  Stuart  made  one  of  his  soul  stirring  appeals  to  the 
audience,  stating  that  any  contributions  to  the  funds  of  the  Com- 
mission could  be  sent  to  two  or  three  of  our  citizens,  whose  names 
he  mentioned;  on  Monday,  several  sums  were  sent  to  the  persons 
named,  which  so  encouraged  the  friends  of  the  Commission,  that,  on 
the  29th,  a  public  meeting  was  called  at  the  rooms  of  the  Board 
of  Trade,  and  a  resolution  was  passed  unanimously  to  organize  a 
branch  of  the  Commission  in  this  city.  At  an  adjourned  meeting 
officers  were  unanimously  elected,  and  ever  since  we  have  been 
progressing  harmoniously  and  more  successfully  than  any  of  us  an- 
ticipated. 

We  have  been  greatly  assisted  by  the  formation  of  a  "Ladies' 
Branch."  By  their  laborious  and  persevering  efibrt,  more  than  one 
third  of  all  our  funds  have  been  raised,  in  addition  to  a  large  quan- 
tity of  stores  and  publications. 

We  had  but  Uttle  home  work  to  do  here.  In  the  latter  part  of 
the  summer,  a  United  States  General  Hospital  was  established  in 
our  city,  the  inmates  averaging  from  five  to  six  hundred.  I  have 
given  commission  to  two  of  our  citizens,  who,  in  connection  with 
our  Ladies,  visit  and  hold  meetings  with  the  concurrence  of  the 
Chaplain.  I  copy  a  brief  report,  drawn  up  at  my  request,  by  the 
lady  teacher  of  the  Bible  class  in  the  hospital,  a  member  of  the 
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Ladies'  Branch,  to  whom  I  am  much  indebted  for  valuable  assistance 
in  the  duties  of  my  office. 

"While  the  Albany  Christian  Commission  has  felt  the  deepest  in- 
terest for  the  more  distant  work  in  camp  and  field,  it  has  regarded 
the  hospital  in  its  own  city  as  having  a  special  claim  upon  its  care 
and  labor.     The  number  of  inmates  is  now  about  six  hundred,  and 
these  are  all  convalescents  brought  from  other  places  to  make  room 
for  more  severe  cases;  many  of  them  are  in  quite  comfortable  con- 
dition, though  unfit  for  duty,  and  to  such,  confinement  in  a  hos- 
pital is  very  wearisome.     The  kind  and  generous  superintendence  of 
Dr.  Cogswell,  the  surgeon  in  charge,  and  the  sisterly  care  of  Miss 
Eliza  Carey,  who  combines  the  warmest  patriotism  with  remarka- 
ble executive  qualities  and  tenderness  of  heart,  leave  little  occasion 
for  attention  to  the  physical  wants  of  the  soldiers.     The  principal 
work,  therefore,  of  the  Christian  Commission  has  been  to  provide 
for  the  mental  and  spiritual  necessities  of  the  inmates,  and  this  they 
have  made  every  effort  to  do,  warmly  seconded  by  the  chaplain,  Rev. 
T.  R.  Rawson.     To  meet  the  wants  of  the  men,  a  library  has  been 
collected,  and  a  large  room  furnished,  under  the  superintendence 
of  the  Ladies*  Branch.     Settees,*  stools,  rocking  chairs,  centre  ta- 
bles, with  lamps,  writing  materials,  pictures,  &o.,  and  over  six  hun- 
dred volumes  of  excellent  books,  invite  the  men  to  rational  and  eleva- 
ting enjoyment.     Here  they  delight  to  meet,  to  read  and  write,  to 
hold  singing  classes  and  debating  clubs,  and  here  is  held  the  weekly 
Bible  class,  conducted  by  a  member  of  the  Ladies'  Branch.    This  is  a 
work  of  deep  and  growing  interest.    It  has  been  the  privilege  of  some 
of  the  members  of  the  Commission  to  visit  very  often  at  the  hospital, 
and  their  visits  have  always  been  received  with  pleasure  and  grati- 
tude.    There  are  always  some  very  ill  and  suffering  ones,  and  the 
visitors  have  been  permitted  to  speak  words  of  comfort  and  in- 
struction to  the  thoughtful  and  ignorant;  to  iielp  the  weak  and 
fearful ;  to  stretch  out  the  hand  of  faith ;  to  lay  hold  on  anAlmighty 
Saviour,  and,  beside  the  dying  bed  of  some  to  ^sing  to  them  of 
heaven.'     It  is  a  blessed  work.     Oh,  that  men  were  ready  to  en- 
gage in  it!    Under  the  united  superintendence  of  the  Sanitary  and 
Christian  Commissions,  a  magnificent  dinner  was  provided  on  Thanks- 
giving day,  which,  by  the  energetic  management  of  Miss  Carey,  was 
served  in  the  new  dining  hall,  capable  of  seating  about  five  hundred. 
All  partook  with  the  greatest  zest  and  delight,  and  concluded  with 
three  hearty  cheers  for  the  Sanitary  and  Christian  Commission." 
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Before  dinner,  very  interesting  religious  services  were  held,  con- 
dacted  by  Chaplain  Rawson  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Bailey,  pastor  of  the 
Third  Dutch  Reformed  Church  A  member  of  our  Commission  pre- 
sent made  a  few  encouraging  remarks  to  the  men,  stating  some 
facts  respecting  the  work  of  the  U.  S.  Christian  Commission. 
The  men  all  seemed  quite  happy,  and  to  the  writer,  it  was  one 
of  the  pleasantest  Thanksgiving  days  of  his  life.  During  a  few 
months  of  the  summer,  we  had  part  of  three  regiments  and  a  bat- 
tery in  the  new  barracks  on  the  Troy  road.  While  there,  we  sup- 
plied them  with  a  large  quantity  of  reading  matter,  and  on  the  Sab- 
bath took  one  of  the  city  pastors  to  the  barracks,  (and  with  the 
concurrence  of  the  officers  in  charge,)  held  religious  service.  Imme- 
diately after  the  election,  they  removed  from  our  vicinity,  but  the 
hope  is  cherished  that  the  seed  sown  among  them  while  here,  may, 
by  the  blessing  of  God,  yet  spring  up  and  yield  fruit  to  his  praise 
and  glory. 
The  gross  amount  of  our  collections,  up  to  this  date  is. ...$10,560  45 

The  whole  amount  remitted  to  the  Central  Office 10,035  50 

67  boxes  and  barrels  of  stores  sent  to  the  Central  Office, 

estimated  value .'. 2,300  00 

84  Delegates  sent  from  this  office,  aggregate  number  of 
days  service,  734 

Amount  paid  expenses  of  these  Delegates $229  52 

"      paid  for  publishing  tract 100  00 

expended  in  connection  with  hospital  work    88  28 
expended  for  the  relief  of  sick  knd  disa- 
bled soldiers,  &c 61  22 

**      paid  for  freight,  cartage,  &c 14  06 

u        a    u  postage,  express  charges,  &c 11  50 

u         a     u  printing  circulars,  notices,  blank 

Books,  &c 20  87 

$524  95 
This  amount,  deducted  from  the  aggregate  amount  of  collections, 
will  balance  the  account,  leaving  nothing  in  the  treasury. 

Respectfully  submitted,        William  McElrot, 

Treasurer. 
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Since  our  organization,  a  period  of  nine  months,  we  have  equipped 
and  sent  into  the  great  army  field  one  hundred  and  ten  delegates. 
The  vital  working  force  of  our  churches  is  embraced  in  this  list. 
Included  in  these  volunteer  agents,  also,  are  many  of  our  most  in- 
fluential clergymen.  Some  of  them  have  been  to  the  front  ttmeey 
and  all  declare,  laymen  and  ministers,  that  the  period  spent  with 
our  brave  soldiers  has  been  one  of  the  most  blessed  of  their  lives. 
Doubtless  it  is  one  of  the  most  useful.  By  these  delegates,  nearly 
ten  years  of  labor  have  been  compressed  into  the  service  of  months. 
A  thousand  blessings  come  back  to  us  from  the  soldiers  for  the  so- 
lace, the  cheer,  and  the  spiritual  ^ood  rendered  by  the  delegates. 
Facts,  of  the  most  thrilling  nature,  might  be  adduced  on  these 
points,  but  owing  to  the  necessity  of  being  brief,  we  omit  them. 

Havy. 

Besides  this  co-operative  work  in  the  army,  we  have,  oy  our  pe- 
culiar position,  a  special  mission  of  love  and  labor  in  the  navy.  In 
direct  contact  with  the  Brooklyn  navy  yard,  where,  more  than  any 
where  else.  United  States  ships  of  various  grades  are  put  in  commis- 
sion, and  where  two  large  receiving-ships  are  supplying  hundreds  of 
marine  recruits,  our  work  is  becoming  one  of  vast  responsibility  and 
deepening  interest.  With  more  than  fifty  thousand  precious  souls 
afloat  on  the  deep,  guarding  our  coast,  or  engaged  in  battle,  having 
leisure  to  read  and  thankfully  receiving  publications, — it  is  evident 
we  cannot  adequately  meet  the  demand  without  a  greater  increase 
of  means.  Our  agent  at  the  navy-yard  remarks :  "  Our  work  is  con- 
stantly increasing  with  the  rapid  growth  of  our  navy.  Doubtless  it 
will  greatly  encourage  those  who  sustain  this  noble  Christian  enter- 
prise to  know  that  their  labors  are  blessed  of  the  Lord.  Several  of 
our  officers  and  seamen  have  been  awakened  to  a  sense  of  their  need 
of  saving  grace.  They  have  sought  and  found  peace  with  God.  A 
number,  on  leaving,  have  said,  *Pray  for  me.' 
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"A  Keutenant  recently  returned  from  one  of  our  iron-clads,  up 
the  James,  called  to  see  me,  and  requested  another  supply  of  read- 
ing matter,  having  read  with  diligence  and  profit  the  supply  we 
gave  them.  He  said,  *  I  commenced  religious  services  on  board 
(it  being  voluntary  to  attend  or  not,)  and  one  seaman  attended. 
Now,'  said  he,  ^over  one  hundred  attend  each  service.  There  is  a 
great  change  among  the  crew.' 

"A  gentleman,  recently  returned  from  the  scene  of  action  up  the 
James  river,  informed  me  that  'at  the  commencement  of  the 
battle,  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  above  vessel  were  engaged  in 
prayer,  when  a  heavy  ball  from  the  rebel  gun  struck  her  deck,  over 
their  heads,  but  apparently  they  were  unmoved.  There  is  an  in- 
creasing spiritual  interest  among  those  who  man  our  war  vessels.' 

"One  young  man,  an  engineer,  writes  as  follows:  'Accept  my 
sincere  thanks  for  the  publications  which  you  have  so  kindly  sent 
me.  I  will  distribute  these,  but  retain  some,  for  they  delight  my 
soul.  Gtod  bless  you !  I  must  not  forget  these  publications  cost 
something,  and  soon  I  will  contribute  my  mite  toward  the  glorious 
cause  of  circulating  these  gospel  truths.  I  notice  many  of  the  papers 
sent  by  you  are  contributed  by  the  young;  and  some  contain  let- 
ters which  I  will  answer  as  soon  as  I  get  leisure.  May  God  bless 
them ! '  Facts  of  this  description  might  be  aocumulated  to  almost 
any  extent,  but  it  is  not  necessary.  All  must  acknowledge  that 
our  brave  mariners  should  have  our-  sympathies,  our  prayers,  and 
our  unceasing  labors  for  their  spiritual  good.  To  them,  no  less 
than  to  our  heroic  soldiers,  shall  we  be  indebted  for  the  conquered 
peace  to  which,  with  hope  and  prayer,  our  expectations  are  di- 
rected." 

Distribuitian  of  puilicationSj  ^c?.,  from  April  to  January. 

Copies  of  Scripture  and  portions  of  the  same,  -        -  1,174 

Psalm  and  Hymn  Books,        -----  8,950 

Knapsack  Books, 49,670 

Books  for  libraries,        -..-.-  2,896 

Magazines  and  pamphlets, 49,565 

Newspapers  (religious  and  others,)  -        .        -        .  174,820 

Pages  of  tracts, 575,420 

Housewives  and  Comfort  Bags,       ....  2,563 

Letter  Paper,  (reams) 25 

Envelopes, 8,500 
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Moneys  received  and  expended  ob  follows : 

Whole  amount  received  during  the  year,  -        -    $26,926  80 

Cash  donated  to  the  Central  Office,  Philada.,    -  9,000  00 

"      paid  for  publications  distributed,      -        -  1,535  70 

"         "   Delegates'  expenses,         -        -        -  1,638  94 

**        "   Salaries  of  Home  and  permanent  Field 

Agents, 650  00 

Freight,  Baggage,  Laborers,  etc.,  Office  Bent,  "j 

Expenses,  Postage,  Advertising,  and  Ex-  V  1,242  96 
penses  of  Meetings  and  Agents,                   ) 

We  close  this  brief  view  of  our  work,  with  thankful  acknowledg- 
ment to  the  churches,  and  to  all  who  have  in  any  way  aided  us, 
whilst  attempting  to  carry  a  Christian  influence  into  our  army  and 
navy,  hoping  and  believing  that  our  labor  will  be  seen  to  have 
been  not  in  vain  in  the  Lord.  The  deep  and  pervading  interest  which 
extends  to  all  classes  and  all  ages,  including  our  Sunday-schools 
and  day-schools,  gives  us  the  assurance  that  hereafter  as  heretofore 
the  work  will  go  on  and  prosper.  With  such  a  field  before  us,  en- 
bracing  a  vast  army  and  navy  of  young  and  stalwart  men,  all  clam- 
orous for  reading  matter,  it  seems  impossible  to  over-estimate  the 
responsibility  of  the  work,  or  the  good  which  may  accrue,  if  it  be 
faithfully  prosecuted. 

Yours,  J.  B.  Watbrburt, 

Corresponding  Secretary. 


REPORT  OF  THE  ARMY  COMMITTEE 

Yovng  Men*8  Christian  Association, 
PHILADELPHIA. 

During  the  past  four  years,  in  which  the  country  has  been  con- 
tending for  national  perpetuity,  the  Army  Committee  of  Philadel- 
phia has  felt  the  necessity,  and  enjoyed  the  privilege  of  extending 
aid  and  comfort  to  our  soldiers  in  the  hospitals  and  encampments 
in  our  midst,  and  of  communicating  with  their  families  at  home. 

One  prominent  effort  in  this  line,  has  been  the  keeping  of  a  r^ 
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cord  of  all  sick  and  wounded  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  arriving  in 
the  various  hospitals  in  and  around  our  city.  As  we  always  secure 
the  earliest  possible  information  respecting  the  distribution  of  the 
soldiers,  our  rooms  have  become  the  great  centre  to.  which  residents 
of  the  city  and  the  State  turn  for  particulars  regarding  their  suf- 
fering relatives  and  friends.  Nor  are  the  applications  confined  to 
our  own  Commonwealth;  they  come  from  every  quarter,  and  none 
are  passed  by  unheeded.  Scarcely  a  day  goes  over  without  some 
importunate  appeals,  either  in  person  or  by  letter;  and  when  the 
transfers  to  our  hospitals  have  been  numerous,  we  have  had  from 
one  to  two.  hundred  calls  in  a  single  day.  When  the  report  of  this 
branch,  of  our  operations  was  made  a  year  ago,  we  had  some  twenty- 
seven  thousand  names  upon  our  register;  now  this  number  is  swelled 
to  fifty  thousand.  We  have  also  the  date  of  every  man's  admission, 
his  company,  regiment,  casualty,  and  his  removal  from  whatever 
cause,  whether  returned  to  duty,  transferred,  discharged,  or  by 
death. 

In  addition  to  the  registering  of  names,  every  hospital  has  to  be 
visited,  and  every  soldier  supplied,  from  time  to  time,  with  reading 
matter,  furnished  from  the  large  and  heavily  taxed,  but  inexhaus- 
tible store-house  of  the  U.  S.  Christian  Commission.  At  such 
times,  also,  words  of  counsel  are  given  to  the  men,  and  meetings 
.  held  wherever  thought  advisable. 

An  unusual  amount  of  labor  and  large  distribution  of  stores  from 
the  Christian  Commission  have  been  furnished  the  new  hospital  at 
Beverly,  N.  J.,  and  with  the  happiest  results  to  the  bodily  comfort 
and  spiritual  welfare  of  the  men  collected  there.  Mr.  Joseph  Par- 
ker, the  agent  of  the  Commission,  a  resident  of  Beverly,  has  given 
his  evenings  and  Sabbaths  to  the  Hospital.  How  his  faithful  ser- 
vices have  been  met  with  the  fullest  appreciation  would  be  abun- 
dantly evident  from  the  many  and  flattering  testimonies  received 
from  Surgeons  Woolston^  Snively,  Qaunett,  with  many  others,  in- 
cluding Chaplain  Laws. 

Application  having  been  made  to  Dr.  Wagner,  long  in  charge  of 
the  above  hospitsd,  for  a  chapel-tent,  it  was  kindly  granted.  Four 
ordinary  wall-tents  have  been  placed  in  a  row,  furnished  with  tables, 
benches,  and  chairs  by  the  surgeon,  and  stoves,  books,  papers,  and 
writing  material  by  the  Commission ;  so  that  now  the  men  have  a 
comfortable  place  to  worship  God,  and  also  a  place  for  conversation 
and  reading.     More  than  forty  of  the  soldiers  have  connected  them- 
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selves  with  the  Temperance  Society  by  signing  the  pledge,  and  now 
hold  one  additional  meeting  for  prayer  each  week,  to  ask  God's 
assistance  in  the  endeavor  to  strengthen  and  extend  the  good  work. 

Many  interesting  facts  might  be  stated  of  the  work  of  grace  in 
the  soldiers'  hearts,  but  it  would  swell  this  report  to  an  undue 
length.  We  will  mention,  however,  the  case  of  a  young  man,  of 
a  Pennsylvania  regiment,  who  had  suffered  the  amputation  of  his 
left  leg.  This  youth,  finding  he  was  not  likely  to  recover,  wrote 
to  his  father,  residing  in  the  interior  of  the  State,  to  come  to 
Beverly  to  see  him.  He  complied  with  the  request,  and  being  a 
Christian  man,  was  able  to  co-operate  with  us  in  giving  counsel  to 
his  afflicted  son.  The  boy's  mind  became  deeply  impressed  with 
the  necessity  of  having  an  interest  in  Christ,  and  finally  he  was 
enabled  to  give  himself  away  to  his  Saviour.  One  evening,  he 
thought  it  would  be  his  last,  and  the  chaplain  having  to  be  absent 
a  few  days,  he  sent  for  the  Episcopal  minister  of  the  town  to  request 
the  administration  of  the  Lord's  Supper.  Our  brother  Parker 
accompanied  him.  Not  bein^  aware  of  the  young  man's  wishes 
until  reaching  his  bed-side,  no  preparation  had  been  made  for  the 
ordinance.  But  this  difficulty  was  soon  removed.  Application 
was  made^to  the  ward  surgeon  for  bread  and  wine.  He  im- 
mediately made  a  requisition  on  the  dispensary  for  the  one,  and 
on  the  kitchen  department  for  the  other.  The  wine  came  in  a  • 
small  bottle,  and  there  being  no  other  vessel  at  hand,  this  was  used 
for  the  cup.  That  night  will  be  long  remembered  by  those  present. 
The  soldiers  who  were  awake  in  the  tent,  arose  from  their  beds,  and 
sat  upon  their  edge.  The  minister,  the  father,  and  the  friend  all 
kneeled  around  the  couch  of  this  young  disciple,  as  they  partook 
with  him,  now  upon  the  borders  of  the  grave,  for  the  first  and  last 
time,  the  memorial  of  a  Saviour's  dying  love.  "Oh,"  said  tte 
sufferer,  "I  love  this  communion  with  God  and  his  people.  I  love 
the  hymns,  the  prayers,  the  sympathy  of  kindred  hearts.  I  am 
now  prepared  for  life  or  death.  Thy  will,  not  mine,  oh  Gt)d,  be 
done."     Thus  he  passed  away,  after  a  few  days'  suffering. 

It  is  a  note-worthy  fact,  that  the  cause  of  temperance,  and  of 
religion,  are  gaining  many  adherents  among  the  soldiers  in  the 
hospitals  of  this  department. 

H.  N.  Thissell, 
Chairman  Army  Committee  Y.  M,  C.  A. 
Thomas  Tolman,  Secretary. 
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The  Committee  of  Maryland  has  been  most  actively  engaged 
during  the  past  year  in  the  performance  of  necessary  labor  in 
the  hospitals,  camps,  &c.,  of  the  army  and  navy  of  the  United 
States.  Signally  favored  and  blessed  by  the  Great  Author  and 
Giver  of  all  our  means  and  opportunities  of  doing  good,  we  have 
been  enabled  to  overcome  difficulties  as  they  appeared  in  our  way, 
and  to  minister  to  the  temporal  and  spiritual  wants  of  thou- 
sands of  our  bravo  soldiers  and  sailors,  who  are  perilling  their 
lives  on  behalf  of  our  common  country  and  its  free  institu- 
tions. In  sixteen  hospitals,  and  at  twenty-three  other  points  of 
labor,  we  have  kept  our  delegates  actively  engaged,  and  continued 
to  supply  them  with  hospital  stores  and  reading  matter.  The  hos- 
pitals and' other  points  of  labor  thus  supplied  are  in  Maryland  and 
Delaware,  in  the  town  of  York  in  Pennsylvania,  and  in  Virginia. 

Not  all  the  means  and  men  that  were  necessary  have  been  sup- 
plied for  this  noble  work.  But,  as  far  as  these  agencies  of  relief 
could  be  secured,  they  have  been  appropriated,  and  we  have  reason 
to  believe  that  a  great  many  of  our  wounded  have  been  restored  and 
returned  to  the  ranks,  who,  but  for  the  timely  interposed  assistance 
thus  administered,  would  have  died. 

On  every  occasion  of  anticipated  invasion  by  the  enemy,  we  have 
bad  our  stores  and  delegates  in  readiness,  and  at  a  moment's  warn- 
ing they  have  been  placed  in  transportation  for  the  scene  of  ser- 
vice. By  the  timely  aid  thus  afforded  the  battle  has  scarcely  strewn 
the  field  with  its  victims  when  they  have  been  lifted  bleeding  from 
the  soil  and  conveyed  to  places  of  safety,  where  the  ministrations 
of  the  Commission  have  been  afforded  in  the  means  of  temporal  re- 
Uef,  and  in  the  counsels  and  encouragements  of  religion. 

Over  seventeen  hundred  religious  meetings  have  been  held,  at 
which  more  than  four  thousand  sermons  and  addresses  have  been 
delivered.  These  meetings  have  been  held  in  hospitals  and  camps, 
and  wherevOT  else  the  opportunity  could  be  secured.  .The  effect  of 
services  thus  rendered  has  been  gratefully  realized  in  the  conver- 
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gion  and  reformation  of  many  men  whose  former  lives  had  been 
distinguished  only  by  profanity  and  wickedness.  By  God's  blessing 
these  men  have  been  reclaimed,  and  returned  to  the  army  and 
their  homes,  to  shed  the  light  and  extend  the  influences  of  religion 
among  associates  and  friends  who  had  witnessed  and  experienced 
but  little  besides  evil  in  their  former  intercourse  and  conversation. 

Cheering  accounts  have  reached  us  of  the  benefits  that  have 
resulted  from  the  establishment  of  Sunday  and  Week  Day  Schools 
among  the  convalescents  of  the  hospitals  and  camps  occupying  cer- 
tain localities  for  indefinite  periods.  The  pleasure  afforded  the  sol- 
dier-pupils, and  in  many  cases  the  soldier-teachers  of  these  Schools 
has  been  equalled  only  by  the  good  they  have  accomplished. 

At  a  period  of  great  suffering,  endured  by  Union  prisoners  in 
Richmond,  we  enjoyed  the  satisfaction  of  ministering  to  the  relief 
of  the  sufferers  by  sending  provisions  for  their  use.  Advices  were 
received  from  the  persons  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  the  stores, 
and  expressing  great  thankfulness  for  the  welcome  relief  they 
afforded. 

One  of  the  most  efficient  agencies  of  relief  interposed  by  our  Com- 
mittee is  the  Steam  Fire  Engine,  introduced  into  the  service  of  the 
camp  at  City  Point.  The  dust  of  the  roads  around,  and  of  the 
grounds  occupied  by  the  camp,  covered  the  surface  with  a  deposit 
of  several  inches.  Large  quantities  of  dust  were  conveyed  by  th« 
winds  in  the  warm  summer  days  throughout  the  camp,  covering  the 
cooking  utensils  and  materials,  and  the  beds  and  faces  of  the  sick 
and  wounded  in  the  hospital  tents.  The  annoyance  was  very  great 
to  all  the  persons  connected  with  the  camp,  but  to  none  more,  thim 
the  men  who  were  confined  to  their  beds,  and  needed  the  attention 
of  physicians  and  friends.  By  the  consent  of  Mayor  Chapman 
of  Baltimore  one  of  the  Steam  Fire  Engines  of  the  city  was  secured. 
It  was  speedily^  conveyed,  with  over  two  thousand  feet  of  hose,  to 
the  camp,  when  it  was  placed  in  immediate  use.  The  experiment 
was  most  successful.  Not  only  was  the  dust  effectually  laid,  but 
the  large  camp,  covering  over  forty  acres  of  land,  was  supplied  with 
abundance  of  pure  water  from  the  middle  of  the  Appomatox  River. 
Large  casks  for  the  deposit  of  water  have  been  provided  by  the 
Government,  and  a  constant  supply  kept  on  hand  for  camp  pur- 
poses. In  many  a  thank  offering,  feelingly  expressed,  have  we  been 
rewarded  for  the  trouble  of  having  the  Steam  Fire  Engine  intro- 
duced into  the  service  of  the  sufferers  of  tilie  army. 
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To  our  friend  and  co-laborer,  the  Rev.  Andrew  B.  Cross,  we  are 
indebted  for  the  suggestion  which  has  thus  become  such  an  effective 
agency  of  relief. 

In  compliance  with  a  request  of  the  Committee  the  loyal  ladies 
of  Maryland  held  a  State  Fair  for  the  benefit  of  the  U.  S.  Chris- 
tian and  Sanitary  Commissions.  The  eflfort  was  eminently  suc- 
cessful. The  display  of  active  industry  and  devoted  patriotism  was 
as  cheering  as  it  was  brilliant,  and  resulted  in  a  contribution  of  over 
forty  thousand  dollars  to  our  funds.  The  amount  realized  by  the 
Fair  was  over  eighty  thousand  dollars.  One  half  the  proceeds  was 
paid  into  the  treasury  of  the  Sanitary  Commission. 

Respectfully,  J.  N.  MoJilton, 

Secretary  Maryland  Committee, 


Work  at  Camp  Parole. 

The  Christian  Commission  has  furnished  nearly  all  the  spiritual 
and  moral  reading  matter,  and  ministerial  preaching  and  instruc- 
tion that  this  camp  has  enjoyed  for  the  three  years  of  its  existence, 
there  never  having  been  a  chaplain  appointed  by  the  Government 
for  this  post,  where  thousands  at  a  time  are  quartered,  and  about 
forty  thousand  sojourn  within  the  year.  No  one  can  over-estimate 
the  wide  and  far-reaching  benefits  of  the  good,  instruction  and  spi- 
ritual influences  at  this  focal  point,  into  which  come  multitudes  of 
paroled  prisoners  of  war  and  out  of  which,  illuminated  and  sanctified 
for  good  service,  they  go  to  all  parts  of  the  extended  North,  and, 
when  exchanged,  back  again  into  the  army.  It  is  economy,  every 
way  considered,  to  the  nation  and  the  army,  to  keep  a  well-quali- 
fied body  of  laborers  at  Camp  Parole.  This  assertion  the  follow- 
ing facts  will,  I  think,  fully  sustain.  Since  the  autumn  of  1863, 
going  no  farther  back,  there  have  been,  under  the  labors  of  Rev. 
G.  R.  Bent,  Rev.  Gideon  H.  Townsend,  and  their  coadjutors,  at 
least  four  hundred  conversions,  it  may  safely  be  said;  while  five 
hundred  persons  within  this  period  of  a  year  have  joined  the 
Soldiers'  Christian  Association,  there  being  included  in  this  aggre- 
gate many  who  were  already  members  of  churches  in  good  standing. 
Within  the  three  and  a  half  months  last  past,  about  two  hundred 
and  fifty  hopeful  conversions  have  occurred;  while  two  hundred 
and  seventy-five  have  joined  the  Soldiers*  Christian  Association. 
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The  amount  of  reading  matter  distributed  by  our  hands  has  been 
large;  several  hundred  Testaments,  besides  thousands  of  small 
publications  having  been  given  out  to  the  men  just  from  Anderson- 
ville,  Ghi.,  within  the  last  few  days.  How  eagerly  dp  the  poor 
men,  starved  for  reading,  some  of  them,  for  six  months  or  more, 
receive  the  reading  matter  we  give  them,  and  especially  the  Tes- 
taments and  Bibles. 

How  many  have,  in  our  meetings,  spoken  of  the  paradise  of 
Gamp  Parole,  for  its  spiritual  privileges,  in  comparison  with  South- 
em  prisons,  and  the  savage  treatment  there  received.  How  many 
here  have  redeemed  the  pledges  and  vows  there  made  to  God,  if 
they  should  ever  be  released  and  taken  North.  How  many  have 
exclaimed,  on  arriving,  ^^This  is  O-od'a  land,  and  happy  are  we 
now  that  we  are  in  it  again.'* 

May  God  ever  keep  them  grateful  and  obedient,  and  never  allow 
them  to  forget  the  five  thousand  Josephs  still  remaining  in  the 
hospital  at  Andersonville,  too  sick  to  be  brought  away. 

With  high  esteem,  Erastus  Colton, 

Del  U.  S.  0.  G. 


AlsTNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THB 

HABBI8BVB0    BBAVOH. 

Early  in  May  last  a  Union  Meeting  of  the  churches  of  our  city 
was  held  in  the  Presbyterian  Church,  corner  of  Market  Square, 
which  was  addressed  by  George  H.  Stuart,  Esq.,  and  Rev.  R.  J. 
Parvin,  of  Philadelphia.  Immediately  subsequent,  and  as  the  re- 
sult of  that  meeting,  several  Ladies'  Christian  Commissions  were 
formed  in  our  churches,  which  have  been  co-operating  with  the  Pa- 
rent Society  in  Philadelphia.  Of  the  valuable  work  done  by  many 
of  the  Christian  ladies  of  our  city  in  their  care  of  the  sick  and 
wounded  in  our  own  Hospital;  in  their  attentions  to  such  as  were 
passing  through  our  city  to  their  homes  J  and  in  the  supplies  they 
have  sent  to  regiments  in  the  field,  we  would  speak  in  unqualified 
praise.  Meetings  have  also  been  held  by  members  of  the  Commit- 
tee, in  behalf  of  the  Commission  at  Millersburg  and  Trevorton,  and 
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a  warm  interest  excited  in  the  hearts  of  the  people  of  those  districts. 
The  cause  was  remembered,  and  generous  contributions  were  given 
in  nearly  all  our  churches  on  the  day  of  our  National  Thanksgiving. 

For  a  brief  period  in  the  year,  Camp  Curtin  was  occupied  by  new 
regiments  going  to  the  fronty  and  old  regiments  whose  time  had 
expired,  and  who  were  being  mustered  out.  The  Committee,  with 
other  Christian  young  men  of  our  city,  and  the  agent  of  our  Bible 
Society,  were  occupied  during  that  time  in  furnishing  to  our  eager 
and  thankful  soldiery.  Bibles,  Testaments,  Hymn  Books,  Tracts, 
Religious  Papers,  &c.,  obtained  both  from  the  Bible  Society  and 
the  Christian  Commission.  A  very  large  number  of  these  articles 
were  distributed.  Rev.  John  W.  Davis  has  been  laboring  as  volun- 
tary chaplain  to  the  Hospital  at  Camp  Curtin,  and  as  regular  visi- 
tor to  s^ch  soldiers  as  might  be  in  the  camp,  or  at  the  Soldier's 
Rest  at  any  time  through  the  year.  His  labors  have  been  faith- 
ful and  acc^table.  He  has  been  largely  supplied  with  reading 
matter  by  the  Committee. 

Services  have  been  held  at  different  times  through  the  year  at 
Camp  Curtin,  in  which  members  of  the  Committee  have  participated, 
and  from  which  it  is  beUeved  good  has  resulted.  We  have  found 
the  labors  of  the  Commission  always  gratefully  welcomed  by  the 
soldiers. 

Eleven  commissions  to  delegates  were  issued  during  the  year. 
The  reports  of  these  delegates  have  already  been  forwarded  to  tKe 
Central  Committee.  Two  members  of  the  Committee  were  per- 
mitted to  spend  some  time,  one  with  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  in 
its  hospital  at  Fredericksburg  and  its  marches  from  Spottsylvania 
Court  House  to  the  front  of  Richmond;  the  other  with  the  Army 
of  the  Shenandoah,  after  the  battle  near  Winchester.  Our  dele- 
gates have  been  earnest  and  faithful  men,  who,  often  at  great  per* 
sonal  inconvenience,  devoted  their  time  and  talents  to  the  relief  of 
the  suffering. 
The  cash  contributions  received  by  the  Committee  in 

1864,  including  a  small  balance  from  1868,  amounts  to  $3, 332  60 
Transmitted  to  the  Central  Committee,         •        .        .    3,244  81 

The  balance  has  been  spent  in  the  local  work,  or  still  remains 
in  our  treasury. 

Very  truly  yours, 

T.  H.  Robinson. 


REPORT  OF  ARMY  COMMITTEE 

Of 

WESTERH    PEVVSTL7AHIA. 

When  comparing  cmr  work  for  1864  with  that  for  1863,  we  nave 
every  reason  to  be  thankful  to  our  Heavenly  Father,  who  has 
opened  the  hearts  of  his  followers  to  contribute  liberally  to  our  Com- 
mission, and  thus  enable  us  to  carry  to  many  of  our  sick  and  dying 
soldiers  comforts  both  for  the  soul  and  body. 

We  have  forwarded  to  diflFerent  parts  of  our  armies  3,607  cases 
of  hospital  stores  and  publications,  amounting  in  value  to  $208,- 
940  24,  (compared  with  836  cases  valued  at  $45,708  79  of  last 
year.)  To  distribute  this  amount  of  stores,  it  has  cost  the  Com- 
mission but  $1,024  99; — this  includes  oflSce  expenses,  wages  of 
boys,  postage,  freight,  &c.,  er  4-10  of  one  per  cent,  of  the  value 
of  stores  thus  distributed.  All  the  railroads  have  carried  our  stores 
and  delegates  free;  and  thus  the  contributions  to  our  Commission 
go  direct  to  the  soldiers. 

Home  Work. — The  U.  S.  General  Hospital  in  our  city  is  visited 
weekly  by  the  ladies  of  the  Christian  Commission,  and  such  articles 
as  are  needed  by  the  soldiers  are  given  to  them  directly. 

By  the  permission  of  the  surgeon  in  charge.  Dr.  Bryan,  a  school 
has  been  started,  where  over  one  hundred  and  forty  of  the  patients 
attend  daily,  and  receive  instruction  in  reading,  writing,  arithmetic 
and  English  grammar,  ^his  school  is  under  the  care  of  two  sol- 
diers, detailed  for  this  purpose.  The  school  is  now  in  successful 
operation,  and  reflects  much  credit  on  those  who  have  it  in  charge. 
A  library  and  reading-room  is  now  in  course  of  erection,  and  when 
completed,  will  contain  a  choice  collection  of  books,  files  of  the 
different  papers,  writing  paper  and  envelopes  for  the  use  of  the 
soldiers. 

At  Camp  Reynolds. — The  Christian  Commission  Station  at 
this  camp,  at  first,  was  under  the  charge  of  Rev.  Mr.  Noyes. 
For  the  past  six  months,  H.  L.  Watkins  has  been  laboring  with 
great  success.    . 
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Large  amounts  of  writing  paper,  envelopes,  religious  papers  and 
books  have  been  distributed  at  this  camp.  The  rooms  of  the  Com- 
mission are  open  at  all  times,  and  any  soldier  can  come  in  and  write 
a  letter  or  obtain  a  book  from  the  library.  As  this  camp  has  b^en 
an^  is  yet  a  rendezvous  for  drafted  men,  and  for  soldiers  on  their 
way  to  their  regiments,  a  large  number  of  soldiers  are  constantly 
here,  and  yet  they  seldom  remain  here  long,  but  are  daily  coming 
and  going — thus  making  the  duties  of  the  Commission  more  ardous 
and  needful.  And  if  our  city  preachers  could  but  realize  the 
amount  of  good  that  can  be  accomplished  at  this  camp,  and  the 
deep  interest  many  of  the  men  feel  in  religious  subjects;  or  if  they 
did  but  hear  the  expressions  of  the  soldiers,  when  Sunday  morning 
arrived,  but  no  minister  from  the  city  could  be  found,  who  was 
willing  to  leave  his  family  for  one  night,  and  speak  to  them  of  our 
Saviour's  love,  and  the  many  sacrifices  Me  made  for  us; — "The 
preachers  in  Pittsburgh  don't  care  for  the  souls  of  the  soldiers  in 
Camp  Reynolds." 

• 

Ladies'  Christian  Commission. — Li  the  beginning  of  August 
last,  a  Ladies'  Christian  Commission  was  formed  by  the  ladies  of, 
Pittsburgh  and  Allegheny,  as  an  auxiliary  to  the  U.  S.  Christian 
Commission.  They  meet  every  afternoon  at  their  rooms  in  City 
Hall,  cut  out  articles  of  clothing  which  are  made  up  gratuitously 
by  the  ladies  of  our  cities.  They  have  made  up  during  the  five 
months  over  4,886  articles  of  hospital  clothing,  covered  1,848 
pairs  of  crutch^,  and  made  1,846  rolls  of  bandages. 

PuBjiio  Meetings. — At  the  beginning  of  the  present  year,  we 
commenced  with  almost  an  empty  treasury.  At  the  annual  meet- 
ing held  in  May  last,  an  earnest  appeal  was  made  in  behalf  of  our 
Commission,  by  Geo.  H.  Stuart,  Esq^  of  Philaddphia,  and  Dr. 
Pressly,  of  our  city.  A  statement  of  the  work  we  had  done  was 
made,  after  which  a  collection,  amounting  to  $22,000  was  lifted, 
which  was  increased  the  next  day  to  $45,000 ;  being  the  largest 
amount  ever  contributed  to  any  object  at  a  public  meeting  in  our 
city.  The  Thanksgiving  collections  have  amounted  to  over 
121,000. 
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WOSK  nr  ELXIBA,  VBW  TOBK. 

The  Army  Committee  of  the  Ehnira  Yonng  Mffli's  Christian 
Asqociatioii,  would  report  to  you  for  the  two  quarters  ending 
January  25th,  1865,  as  having  distributed,  in  the  camps  and  hos- 
pitals at  this  depot,  2,285  Bibles  and  Testaments,  424  hymn-books, 
8,462  Soldiers'  Books,  5,950  pages  of  tracts,  7,898  religious  papers. 
200  bound  volumes  for  the  hospital  library,  and  one  large  print 
Bible,  for  each  ward  in  the  two  hospitals. 

To  the  prisoners  of  war,  965  Bibles  and  Testaments,  84  hymn 
books,  4,906  soldiers'  books,  2,800  pages  of  tracts,  8,881  religious 
papers,  about  150  bound  volumes  for  ft  camp  library ;  also,  about 
8,000  pages  of  tracts,  distributed  by  two  QusJcer  ladies,  who  visited 
the  prisoners  for  this  purpose.  Our  own  and  other  clergymen  have 
visited  them  from  time  to  time,  distributing  more  or  less  religious 
reading;  one  has  held  a  regular  regions  service  with  them  Sabbath 
afternoon.  Many  letters  have  been  received  from  the  prisoners, 
expressing  deep  and  heart-felt  gratitude  for  the  interest  taken  in 
their  religious  welfare,  by  the  Christian  Commission  and  others. 
In  many  of  their  letters,  they  speak  of  the  kind  treatment  which 
they  receive  fromthose  who  have  them  in  charge.  It  is  generally 
understood  among  thes^  prisoners,  tiiat  a  request  made  either  to 
the  Army  Committee,  or  the  agent  of  the  Commission  at  this  depot, 
for  a  Bible,  will  be  granted;  and  every  request  which  we  have 
received  for  a  Bible  has  been  granted,  and  for  otiier  religious  works^ 
so  far  as  we  have  been  able. 

A  religious  service  has  been  held  every  Sabbath  afternoon  in  our 
own  hospitals,  and  a  good  deal  of  religious  interest  has  been  mani- 
fested in  one  of  the  hospitals,  and  many  of  the  sick  and  wounded 
h%ve  been  hopefully  converted  to  Christ  Many  cases  of  deep  in- 
terest have  come  under  the  observation  of  the  Committee.  So  far 
as  we  have  been  able,  a  religious  service  has  been  held  at  the  seve- 
ral barracks.  A  large  number  of  soldiers'  families  have  been  and 
are  being  assisted  to  wood,  coal,  provision,  clothing,  etc. 

The  weekly  supply  of  religious  papers  received  from,  the 
Christian-  Commission,  are  most  acceptable  not  only  to  those  con- 
fined in  the  hospitals,  but  also  to  the  men  in  camp;  and  we  are  wel- 
comed with  many  warm  thanks,  and  "  God  bless  the  Christian  Com- 
mission." Yours,  very  truly, 

"^  L.  Eellog, 
Agent  Elmira  Christian  Oonwmaian. 


REPORT  OF  THE  BRANCH 


WKBTEBH  HEW  TOBK  AHD  TICIHITT. 

The  Branch  Christian  Commission  for  Western  New  York  and 
yieinity,  was  organized  in  April,  1864.  Its  field  is  nearly  the  west- 
ern half  of  New  York  State,  and  the  north-western  part  of  Penn- 
sylvania^ 

Previously  to  the  above  date  of  organization,  the  interests  of  the 
Christian  Commission  were  maintained  by  various  societies  in  this 
field,  some  of  which  were  exceedingly  efficient.  The  figures  in  the 
tables  include  $1,172  16,  received  from  the  Army  Committee  of  this 
city,  and  also  the  entire  report  of  the  Ladies'  Christian  Commission, 
one  of  the  most  successful  prganizations  in  this,  or  any  other  State. 
In  February  last,  a  "Central  Fair"  was  held  in  this  city,  under  its 
auspices,  at  which  over  $21,000  were  realized.  Sixteen  thousand 
dollars  of  this  amount  were  sent  to  the  Central  Office,  and  $5,000 
appropriated  to  the  relief  of  soldiers'  families. 

The  ladies  have  been  earnestly  devoted  to  their  work.  The 
officers,  and  many  others,  have  spent  a  large  part  of  their  time  at 
their  rooms,  their  only  compensation  being  the  satisfaction  of  doing 
good  to  the  noble  men  who  are  suffering  in  their  country's  defence. 
By  Mi  arrangement  made  at  the  organization  of  this  Branch,  we 
occupy  the  same  building,  and  turn  over  to  them  all  our  stores  to 
assort,  and  re-pack,  if  need  be,  and  ship  to  the  field. 

The  report  shows  that  they  have  sent  to  the  field,  during. the 
year  1864,  stores  to  the  value  of  $80,160  92. 

In  addition  to  this,  the  Ladies'  Christian  Commission  have  re* 
eeived  and  sent  forward  one  hundred  and  one  packages  of  clothing 
for  refugees.     This  clothing  has  been  valued  at  $3,478  83. 

The  large  amount  expended  for  goods,  has  been  deemed  neces- 
sary, to  answer  the  demands  of  auxiliary  societies  found  in  almost 
every  town.  Over  twelve  thousand  yards  of  flannel  have  been  cut 
and  made  up,  without  one  penny's  expense  for  labor.  The  express 
companies  carry  these  packages  to  and  from  these  societies  free  of 
charge.  About  one-half  of  our  supplies  have  been  sent  to  the  army 
of  the  West,  by  direction  of  the  Central  Office.    We  have  been 
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Tinder  many  obligations  to  the  American  and  United  States  Ex- 
press Companies,  for  carrying  goods  to  the  field,  free  of  charge. 
The  cash  value  of  the  favors  granted  to  us  by  these  Companies 
wonld  not  be  lees  than  $4,000. 

Of  the  seventy-five  delegates  we  have  sent,  fifty-two  have 
been  clergymen,  and  the  ag^egate  of  their  services  would  amount 
to  about  seven  years.  If  these  were  paid  by  the  Government  as 
chaplains,  their  salaries  and  rations  would  amount  to  over  $10,000. 
•  We  have  been  informed,  in  various  ways,  that  their  labors  were  not 
expended  in  vain.  One  delegate  reports,  in  his  field  of  labor,  during 
his  six  weeks  of  service,  two  hundred  conversions. 

For  the  most  part,  we  have  found  the  Christian  public  ready  to 
co-operate  heartily  with  us  in  this  Tfork.  One  of  our  directors  has 
contributed  personally  $1,500  to  our  treasury.  Many  others  have 
given  liberaHy,  both  of  their  time  and  money,  to  advance  the  inte- 
rests of  the  Commission. 

Rev.  C.  P.  Lyford  spent  about  six  weeks  in  this  field,  lecturing 
in  some  of  the  more  prominent  places  with  great  success.  Many  of 
those  who  have  labored  for  a  few  weeks  as  delegates,  have  returned 
with  their  hearts  full  of  love  for  the  work,  and  have  proved  very 
successful  volunteer  agents  of  the  Commission.  Many  societies  in 
the  thinly  settled  towns,  as  well  as  in  the  larger  villages  and  cities, 
have  done  nobly.  It  would  be  a  pleasure  to  give  the  names  of  these 
auxiliaries,  if  your  space  allowed. 

Their  reward  must  be,  the  satisfaction  of  doing  good  to  the  bo- 
.dies  and  souls  of  as  noble  a  class  of  men  as  this  world  ever  saw. 

In  November  last  we  shipped  to  Annapolis  over  a  ton  of  poultry, 
and  other  materials  for  a  Thanksgiving  dinner  for  the  poor,  starved 
men,  who  were  just  returning  from  their  captivity  in  the  South. 

As  our  space  is  very  restricted,  we  will  only  add,  we  are  thank- 
ful to  a  kind  Pr6vidence  for  permitting  us  to  co-operate  with  others 
in  this  great  and  good  work.  We  have  no  disposition  to  slacken 
our  efforts  until  the  necessity  for  these  labors  shall  cease  by  the 
honorable  termination  of  this  terrible  war. 

John  D.  Hill,  Chairman. 
S.  Hunt,  Secretary. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 
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The  Branch  of  the  Christian  Cominission  in  Cleveland  has  a  com- 
parativelj  recent  origin.  The  field  of  Northern  Ohio  and  the  ad- 
jacent region  had  be^i  so  thoroughly  canvassed  and  occupied  by 
the  Soldiers'  Aid  Society,  whose  oflSce  is  in  this  city,  and  the  con- 
fidence of  the  community  was,  as  it  continues  to  be,  so  great  in  the 
immediate  managers  of  that  organization,  that  our  leading  Christian 
men  were  slow  to  propose  any  distinctive  efibrt  of  a  more  religious 
character  for  the  relief  of  our  soldiers.  When,  however,  the  need 
of  such  an  effort  became  plain,  it  was  laid  hold  of  and  pursued 
with  an  ardor  which  atoned  in  some  degree  for  the  delay. 

Since  its  organization  on  the  15th  of  May  last,  sixty-two  dele- 
gates have  gone  from  this  Branch  of  the  Commission.  We  may 
say  that  almost  without  an  exception  they  have  been  picked  men. 
Among  them  have  been  a  majority  of  the  leading  ministers  of  Cleve- 
land and  vicinity;  six  pastors  of  the  city  having  been  absent  at  one 
time  in  the  work ;  and  with  them  many  prominent  Christian  citi-. 
zens,  officers  of  the  churches  and  physicians  and  surgeons  of  expe- 
rience and  distinction.  The  sincerity  of  their  interest  in  the  work 
may  be  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  a  large  proportion  of  the  dele- 
gates returned  with  health  seriously  impaired  by  over-effort. 

One  of  them,  Rev.  Dr.  Adams,- of  the  First  Baptist  Church,  Cleve- 
land, died  at  home,  Sept.  27th,  from  the  effects  of  disease  contracted 
in  the  hospitals  at  Alexandria.  His  great  excellence  and  long  use- 
fcQness  made  his  loss  a  sore  one  to  the  church  and  to  the  commu* 
nity. 

No  complete  tabular  statement  of  the  labors  of  these  delegates 
can  be  made,  owing  to  the  fact  that  these  reports  have  been  sent 
chiefly  to  the  Central  Office  at  Philadelphia;  and  also  on  account 
of  the  severe  and  protracted  sickness  of  our  Secretary.  Although* 
considerable  had  been  done  heretofore,  it  is  only  lately  that  the 
Committee  have  entered  vigorously  upon  the  business  of  transmit- 
ting stores  to  the  army ;  the  first  few  months  of  their  organization 

185 


186  UNITBI)  STATES  CHEISTIAN   COMMISSION. 

having  been  devoted  almost  exclusively  to  the  collection  of  funds 
and  the  sending  of  delegates.  Within  the  past  few  weeks,  stores 
to  a  large  amount  have  been  forwarded  to  the  army,  among  them 
three  tuns  of  grapes.  The  amount  of  money  raked  is  $8,235  82. 
The  field  occupied  by  this  branch  is  a  comparatively  small  one,  ex- 
tending little,  if  at  all,  beyond  the  Western  Reserve.  While  many 
communities  and  towns  have  been  prompt  in  co-operation,  the  stu- 
dent;3  and  citizens  of  Oberlin  deserve  especial  mention  for  the 
heartiness  with  which  they  entered  into  the  work. 

nrCIDEHTS. 

THI  TALUS  OV  HOUSEWIYXS. 

A  veteran  soldier,  whose  face  had  been  bronzed  by  the  sun  in 
three  summers'  campaigns,  came  to  a  tent  of  the  U.  S.  Christian 
Commission,  before  Petersburg,  and  asked  for  a  housewife.  He 
pointed  to  the  rags  and  holes  in  his  clothing,  and  said,  ^'  These  have 
gathered  on  me  since  I  lost,  at  Cold  Harbor,  the  housewife  which 
you  folks  had  given  me."  Tbe  delegate  of  the  Commission  suc- 
ceeded in  finding  the  desired  comfort — the  last  one— amid  a  barrel- 
ful  of  hospital  clothing.  The  hearty  " Thank  you"  of  the  soldier 
told  his  gratitude,  and  he  began  at  once  a  search  for  the  coveted 
thread  and  needles. 

Among  the  contents  he  found  a  little  slip  of  paper,  and  as  he 
read  its  brief  message,  the  tears  melted  their  way  down  that  bronzed 
face,  large  and  many.  The  delegate  said  to  him,  ^^Have  you  found 
there  something  unpleasant  in  your  housewife?" 

"Oh,  no!"  he  replied,  "it  is  the  kindness  of  it  that  I  feel;  see 
here,"  and  he  handed  the  little  slip  of  paper  to  the  delegate,  who 
read,  "A  little  girl,  six  years  old,  makes  this,  and  hopes  it  will 
comfort  some  brave  soldier."  "There,"  said  the  brave  man,  clear- 
ing up  his  eye  with  a  smile,  "I  would  not  part  with  that  housewife 
for  a  month's  wages." — t^.  U.  Ingersoll 

What  the  SoldijBm  Think  of  the  Christian  Commission. 

It  was  plain  that  the  labors  of  the  Christian  Commission  were 
thoroughly  appreciated  by  the  soldiers — and  I  saw  evidence  espe- 
cially that  the  wounded  rebels  were  surprised  and  softened  by  the 
ministrations  of  those  who  gave  them,  though  enemies.  Christian 
compassion  and  aid. — Rev.  W.  L.  Goodrich. 
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Gratitude  of  Boldien  and  tiieir  Fxiends. 

A  young  soldier  was  just  brought  in,  wounded  through  the  lungs, 
and  one  arm.  I  asked  him  about  his  friends.  He  had  a  sister.  I 
took  down  his  name  and  hers,  and  asked  him  of  his  spiritual  wel- 
fare. Said  he,  '*0h!  if  you  will  only  make  me  a  Christian.**  I 
told  him  I  could  not,  but  tried  to  point  him  to  Christ.  He  was 
deeply  moved.  I  repeated  to  him  the  Lord's  Prayer,  and  the  prayer 
of  the  thief  on  the  cross.  Then  I  prayed  with  and'  for  him.  He 
wept  much.  Just  as  prayer  was  finished,  he  drew  my  face  down  to 
his,  and  kissed  me  repeatedly.  He  said  he  could  trust  all  his  inte- 
rests to  Christ,  relying  entirely  upon  him  as  his  Sayionr.  The  next 
day  he  was  still  hoping  in  Christ,  but  was  removed  to  the  boat  and 
conveyed  to  some  hospital  farther  North.  Some  time  afterwards^ 
I  received  a  letter  from  his  sister,  stating  that  Charlie  was  dead ; 
that  he  died  among  strangers,  entirely  resigned,  and  still  trusting 
in  Christ.  The  sister  says  further:  "Oh!  how  much  have  I  to 
be  thankful  for,  that  he  found,  in  his  distress,  kind  friends  to  ad- 
minister to  his  wants,  both  spiritual  and  temporal.  *  *  * 
I  cannot  express  my  deep  gratitude  for  the  kindness  shown  to  my 
poor  brother;  it  is  too  deep  for  a  mere  form  of  words — ^it  is  heart- 
felt. I  never  can  reward  you,  but  I  feel  that  God  can  and  will. 
If  you  knew  what  a  great  blessing  it  is  to  m^  poor  heart,  you  would 
feel  already  repaid.  That  kiss  he  gave  you  !^-oh,  if  I  could  only 
have  had  one  last  kiss  from  those  lips,  that  are  now  cold  in  death. 
Would  I  could  tell  you  how  deeply  thankful  I  feel  for  the  great  in- 
terest in  his  welfare.  It  is  not  a  common  thing  for  me  to  receive 
such  kindness." — A.  C.  Bacon. 

How  the  Delegates  are  Beceived  by  the  Soldiers. 

You  are  greeted  as  a  welcome  messenger  from  their  homes  and 
fire-sides,  bringing  glad  tidings,  and  assuring  them  that  the  great 
heart  of  the  nation  beats  in  sympathy  with  its  defenders.  Delegates 
of  this  Commission,  coming  right  from  the  people,  and  deeply  feel- 
ing the  soldier's  wants,  (receiving  no  compensation  except  the  sat- 
isfaction of  doing  good)  are  enabled  to  reach  theii  hearts,  as  no 
others  can.  Even  the  unconverted,  whose  hearts  are  hardened  by 
many  years  of  sinful  life,  soften  under  the  kindness  of  those  whose  < 
every  action  shows  the  spirit  by  which  they  are  actuated.  As  you 
pass  from  one  to  another  of  the  sick  and  wounded,  you  are  greeted 
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.with  ^^  God  bless  you  f  God  bless  the  Christian  Commission !  How 
much  we  are  indebted  to  those  who  so  kindly  remember  us  in  these 
times  V'—T.  D.  Crocker. 

Woimded  Soldiert . 

A  stout,  athletic  man,  belonging  to  a  Connecticut  regiment  that 
had  been  out  skirmishing,  was  brought  off  the  field,  mortally 
wounded.  He  looked  up  and  asked  the  surgeon,  ^^Is  my  wound 
fatal?"  "Yes,">as  the  reply.  And  while  his  strong,  muscular, 
body  was  struggling  in  death,  he  turned  to  a  delegate,  and  gave  di- 
rections as  to  the  disposition  of  some  of  his  personal  effects,  in- 
cluding his  Testament,  and  sent  words  of  comfort  to  the  dpar  ones 
at  home,  giving  such  testimony  of  Christ's  presence  in  his  last  mo- 
ments ;  and  as  the  veteran's  eyes'^closed  in  death,  he  said,  ^^AU  is 
ioeU;  my  trust  is  in  my  Saviour." 

A  young  man,  who  received  two  severe  wounds,  smiled,  as  I  ap- 
proached him,  and  said,  ^^I  am  glad  to  see  Christian  Commission 
men,  and  to  receive  from  them  little  delicacies,  not  furnished  by 
the  Government— their  books  and  papers,  sympathy  and  prayers." 
His  eyes  then  filling  with  tdars,  he  continued,  "I  know  my  widowed 
mother  prays  for  me  every  day.  I  must  suffer  without  her ;  she 
does  not  know  how  badly  her  boy  is  shattered.  I  cannot  tell  her ; 
it  would  break  her  heart :  it  would  kiU  her.'' 

A  young  man,  about  eighteen  years  old,  dangerously  wounded, 
the  ball  entering  his  breast,  passing  through  one  lung,  and  out  at 
the  back,  said,  with  a  happy  smile,  "I  am  willing  to  die  or  live ; — 
my  trust  is  in  Christ."  At  his  request,  I  examined  his  Testament, 
given  to  him  by  his  mother,  and  found  it  saturated  with  his  life's 
blood.  He  rejoiced  to  see  the  interest  manifested  by  Christians  at 
the  North  in  the  spiritual  welfare  of  the  soldiers. 
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XT.  B.  Clpistian  CoinmissioiL 

The  organization  of  this  branch  was  completed  on  the  4th  of 
'April,  1863.  A  preliminary  meeting  having  been  held  on  the  30th 
of  March,  Mr.  L.  C.  Hopkins  was  elected  President,  Rev,  B.  W. 
Chidlaw,  Corresponding  Secretary^  and  W.  T.  Perkins,  Treasurer. 
The  Commission,  during  the  first  eight  months  of  its  existence,  oc- 
cupied a  part  of  the  store-room  of  the  Contraband  Relief  Commis- 
sion, and  carried  on  its  operations  under  many  disadvantages.  Pub- 
lic meetings  were  frequently  held  in  the  churches  of  Cincinnati,  and 
a  considerable  interest  was  awakened  in  behalf  of  the  cause  by  the 
addresses  of  Rev.  B.  W.  Chidlaw  and  others,  who  were  among  the 
first  delegates  in  the  West.  Circulars  and  appeals  were  addressed 
to  the  public  through  the  religious  and  secular  press,  and  the  re- 
sponses were  such  as  convinced  the  Committee  that  the  Christian 
Commission  would  be  sustained  by  the  public;  that  its  grand,  two- 
fold mission  of  mercy  to  the  souls  and  bodies  of  the  country's  de- 
fenders, met  a  cordial  sympathy  and  response  in  the  hearts  of  the 
people. 

On  the  7th  of  July,  1868,  Mr.  Hopkins  having  resigned,  A.  E. 
Chamberlain,  Esq.,  was  elected  .President,  and  H.  Thane  Miller, 
Esq.,  Vice-President.  Mr.  Chamberlain,  soon  after  his  election, 
tendered  to  the  Commission  the  free  use  of  ample  store-rooms  and 
a  convenient  office  at  51  Vine  street.  On  the  14th  of  November, 
the  new  quarters  were  occupied  for  the  first  time.  Rev.  J.  F.  Mar- 
lay  was  elected  Secretary,  and  Rev.  B.  W.  Chidlaw  was  made  Ge- 
neral Agent. . 

From  this  time  the  work  of  the  Cincinnati  branch  should  date. 
Mr.  Chamberlain  entered  upon  his  duties  with  energy  and  enthu- 
siasm, and  from  the  day  of  his  election  until  the  present  has  devoted 
almost  his  entire  time  to  the  cause— assisting  in  the  office  during 
the  week,  and,  in  connection  with  the  Oeneral  Agent,  Secretary, 
and  the  Hon.  B.  Storer,  (a  member  of  the  Committee)  holding 
meetings  almost  every  Sabbath  in  various  parts  of  the  State.  In 
proportion  as  the  people  became  familiar  with  the  plan  and  results 
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of  the  Commission,  their  interest  increased.  Whereyer  meetings 
have  been  held,  large  and  deeply  interested  audiences  have  greeted 
the  speakers.  Soldiers  visiting  home  on  furlough,  or  at  the  expi- 
ration of  their  terms  of  enlistment,  have  contributed  immensely  to 
our  success,  by  the  favorable  representations  they  have  made  of  the 
work  of  our  agents  and  delegates.  The  ladies,  in  very  many  of  the 
towns  and  cities  of  Ohio  have  organized  Ladies'  Christian  Oommis- 
sions,  and  hundreds  of  Soldiers'  Aid  Societies,  already  in  existence 
when  our  work  began,  have  sent  their  contributions  of  money  and 
stores  to  be  distributed  through  our  agencies. 

The  organization  of  Diet  Kitchens  in  coaneolion  with  our  Iarg« 
hospitals,  for  the  proper  preparation  of  food  for  the  worst  cases  of 
sickness,  was  first  commenced  by  this  branch,  by  the  advice,  and 
under  the  superintendence  of  Mrs.  Anna  Wittenmyer.  No  part  of 
our  work  has  shown  speedier  results,  or  promises  a  richer  harvest 
in  the  future.  Accomplished  ladies  have  taken  charge  of  these 
kitchens,  and  thousands  of  our  suffering  soldiers  have  been  wholly 
or  in  part  supplied  jfrom  them.  We  have  every  reason  to  believe 
that  many  lives  have  thus  been  saved. 

One  of  the  most  important  features  of  our  work  has  been  the 
distribution  of  stationery.  During  the  past  year  about  two  thou- 
sand reams  of  paper,  with  three  hundred  thousand  envelopes,  have 
been  furnished  to  the  soldiers  from  this  office.  During  the  presence 
of  Hood's  army  before  Nashville,  our  agents  at  that  point  distri- 
buted paper  among  Q-eneral  Thomas'  soldiers  at  the  rate  of  35,000 
sheets  per  <fe.y .  The  General  Field  Ageilt  of  our  Department — Rev. 
E.  P.  Smith — is  eminently  the  right  man  in  the  right  place;  he  is 
fortunate,  too,  in  having  secured  the  services  of  an  excellent,  effi- 
cient corps  of  subordinate  agents. 

A  review  of  the  year  past  will  abundantly  justify  us  in  thanking 
God,  and  taking  courage.  Our  receipts  of  stores  have  grown  from 
an  average  of  one  or  two  boxes  weekly,  to  an  average  of  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  per  week,  amounting,  in  all,  to  nearly  six  thousand 
during  the  year.  We  commence  the  year  1865  in  good  heart  and 
hope,  not  only  because  of  the  increasing  magnitude  and  usefulness 
of  our  Commission,  but  because  we  humbly  trust  it  is  to  witness 
tile  final,  glorious  triumph  of  our  arms,  and  the  supprcflssion  of  the 

rebelEon. 

J.  F.  MARL  AY,  Secretary. 
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Oar  home  efforts  have''  been  bestowed  principally  upon  the  sol- 
diers at  Camp  Bumside,  Camp  Carrington,  and  the  Soldiers'  Home. 

Oamp  Bvmside  is  occupied  by  the  veteran  Reserve  Corps,  who 
have  charge  of  the  five  or  six  thousand  Confederate  prisoners  con- 
fined in  Camp  Morton,  a  few  furlongs  north  of  their  own  camp. 
They  are  the  heroes  of  many  battles,  and  are  made  of  sterling  stuff; 
their  duties  have  been  exceedingly  arduous  and  responsible.  As 
there  was  no  place  of  worship  for  these  soldiers,  the  Commission 
furnished  material  for  the  erection  of  a  chapd.  Col.  A.  A.  Stevens, 
the  officer  in  command,  kindly  detailed  men  of  the  Corps,  who, 
under  the  dhrection  of  Chaplain  Jameson,  have  put  up  a  neat  and 
substantial  building,  suitable  for  religious  services  on  the  Sabbath, 
and  through  the  we^ ;  and  for  a  reading,  writing,  and  library  room. 

Camp  Carrington  has  been  used  by  veteran  regiments  going  to 
and  from  their  homes,  volunteers  for  new  regiments,  drafted  men, 
and  substitutes.  General  Carrington  has  kindly  set  apart  one  of 
the  barracks,  which  the  Commission  has  fitted  up  for  a  chapel,  read- 
ing, writing,  and  library  room. 

The  Soldiers'  Some  was  provided  for  soldiers  in  transitu^  and  for 
those  unfit  for  duty,  who  might  be  delayed  h^e.  It  is  supported 
by  the  National  and  State  Governments.  Tei^  of  thousand  have 
been  fed  and  lodged  in  it.  Chaplain  Eddy,  of  the  City  Hospital, 
and  members  of  the  Committee,  have  h^  meetings  in  it. 

We  tave  ordered  five  of  Chaplain  Thomas'  libraries — one  to  be 
placed  at  each  of  the  points  above  named.  Rev.  Wm.  C.  Shaw, 
Rev.  James  M*Foy,  and  Rev.  F.  P.  Montfort,  have  preached,  held 
prayer  meetings,  conversed,  distributed  Testaments  and  other  read- 
ing matter  in  these  camps,  and  at  the  Home,  at  different  times 
during  the  year. 

Rev.  H.  Gillmore  has  been  employed  by  the  Commission,  for  the 
last  four  months,  as  its  Agent.  Auxiliaries  have  been  formed 
through  the  State  to  the  number  of  thirty-five.    We  have  commia* 
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sioned  and  sent  out  forty-eight  delegates  daring  the  year,  who  have 
ministered  to  our  soldiers  at  Louisville,  Nashville,  Murfreesboro', 
Knozville,  Chattanooga,  Lookout  Mountain,  Washingtpn,  and  also 
many  minor  points. 

Many  of  them,  who  are  ministers  of  the  gospel,  state  that  the 
periods  spent  by  them  in  the  hospitals,  and  on  the  field,  had  fur- 
nished them  the  richest  experience  of  their  lives.  They  confirm 
the  assertion  so  often  made,  that  nobler  specimens  of  manhood  do 
not  exist,  than  are  to  be  found  in  the  rank  and  file  of  our  armies. 

We  record  with  sadness  the  death  of  two  of  our  delegates,  shortly 
after  their  return  home — Rev.  L  F.  Smith,  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  Hopewell,  Ind.,  and  Rev.  H.  B.  Collins,  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  Franklin,  Ind.  They  ministered  usefully  to  neighboring 
flocks,  were  both  in  the  prime  of  life,  but  their  work  was  done,  and 
they  have  entered  into  rest. 

The  Convention,  held  by  the  Western  Branches  in  November  last, 
in  Lidianapolis,  has  had  a  very  favorable  influence  upon  the  cause 
in  the  city,  and  throughout  the  State.  The  Thanksgiving  appeal 
has  met  a  generous  response,  and  we  confidently  hope  that  as  the 
benevolent  and  comprehensive  designs  of  the  Commission  become 
better  known  and  appreciated,  it  will  have  a  stUl  larger  place  in 
the  hearts  of  our  people. 

Respectfully  submitted.  Chaelbs  N.  Todd. 

Indianapolis,  Slat  December,  1864. 
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Peoria,  January  1,  1866. 
It  gives  US  pleasure  to  report  a  great  increase  of  our  work,  as  the 
following  statement  will  show.  In  1863  we  sent  nine  delegates  to 
the  field,  and  collected  eleven  hundred  and  fifty-four  dollars  fifteen 
cents.  During  the  past  year  we  have  sent  forty-one  delegates,  and 
our  receipts  have  been  forty-one  thQusand  three  hundred  and  se- 
venty-three dollars  and  twelve  cents.  Three  of  our  delegates  are 
kept  permanently  in  the  field,  viz.,  one  at  Nashville,  and  two  at 
Cairo. 
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The  field  assigned  to  us  to  cultivate,  is  Central  Illinois.  About 
the  1st  of  June,  Chaplain  M^Cabe,  and  Mr.  William  Reynolds,  of 
our  Committee,  commenced  canvassing  the  district,  and  in  two  months 
•raised  over  forty  thousand  dollars.  Their  first  meeting  was  held 
at  Gtklesburg,  where  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-one 
dollars  were  raised.  Next  Peoria  was  visited,  and  in  tw^  meetings 
two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  were  given.  Bloomington  gave 
one  thousand  five  hundred  and  fifty  dollars;  Springfield,  one  thou- 
sand six iundred  dollars;  and  Jacksonville,  two  thousand  dollars. 
It  was  at  the  last  place  that  these  gentlemen  met  Mr.  Jacob  Strawn, 
the  giant  farmer  of  the  West,  who,  when  the  cause  was  presented 
to  him,  at  once  handed  them  a  check  for  five  hundred  dollars,  say- 
ing that  he  would  make  his  contribution  ten  thousand  dollars,  in- 
stead of  five  hundred,  if  the  farmers  of  Morgan  Cgunty  would  give  a 
like  sum.  This  proposition  was  at  once  accpted  by  Rev.  Mr.  M'Cabe 
and  Mr.  Reynolds,  and  on  the  6th  of  July  they  commenced  the  can- 
vass of  the  county.  They  were  much  assisted  in  this  work  by  M.  P. 
Ayers,  Esq.,  banker  of  Jacksonville,  who  made  all  the  appointments, 
and  assisted  at  the  meetings.  In  nine  days  they  held  eleven  meetings, 
in  county  school  houses,  churches,  and  groves,  and  raised  ten  thou- 
sand seyen  hundred  dollars;  which,  with'Mr.  Strawn *s  ten  thousand 
dollars,  and  two  thousand  dollars  collected  in  Jacksonville,  made 
twenty-two  thousand  seven  hundred  dollars,  given  by  Morgan 
County,  III.,  to  the  Christian  Commission. 

The  people  of  Central  Illinois  are  awake  to  the  interests  of  our 
soldiers,  and  believe  our  noble  Commission  the  best  channel  through 
which  to  help  them.  Peoria,  with  St.  Louis,  Chicago,  and  Mil- 
waukie,  compose  the  Western  Department,  and  have  assigned  to 
them,  as  their  field  of  labor,  "The  Army  of  the  Mississippi."  Our 
own  Branch  has,  however,  recently  had  for  its  special  care  the  sta- 
tion of  Cairo,  tne  gate  of  the  Western  army.  During  the  last  year 
the  Chicago  Committee  erected  there  a  building  suitable  to  the  wants 
and  needs  of  the  work,  and  we  intend  to  keep  from  three  to  five  de- 
legates at  work  there  all  the  time,  looking  after  the  spiritual  and 
temporal  wants  of  the  thousands  that  pass  and  re-pass  constantly. 
We  have  also  given  attention  to  the  navy  on  our  Western  rivers, 
which  has  been  much  neglected,  and  have  now  completed  arrange- 
ments by  which  we  are  enabled  to  send  a  package  of  books  and 
papers,  semi-monthly,  to  every  one  of  the  fifty-nine  vessels  com- 
posing the  Mississippi  squadron.     We  found  Acting  Rear  Admiral 


144  UNITBI)   STATES   CHBISTIAN   COMMISSION. 

Lee  a  warm  friend  of  the  Oommission,  and  received  from  him  all 
the  assurance  we  need. 

The  funds  intrusted  to  our  hands  by  the  friends  of  our  soldiers 
have  been,  to  the  best  of  our  ability,  faithfully  applied  to  the  ob- 
jects for  which  they  were  given,  and  many  a  brave  man,  in  his  hours 
of  want  and  pain,  has  blessed  us,  and  those  who  gave  us  the  means 
to  aid  him.  Our  work  has  been  carried  on  with  the  most  rigid 
economy  at  all  consistent  with  the  magnitude  of  the  work.  We 
pay  no  office  salarieSj  and  our  entire  expense  has  been  less  than  two 
per  cent,  on  amount  of  cash  and  cash  value  of  stores  collected. 

During  the  past  year  we  have  received  eight  hundred  and  eighty- 
nine  boxes,  barrels  and  kegs.  These  stores  have  been  sent  to  Cairo, 
Memphis,  Y icksburg,  New  Orleans  and  Nashville ;  and  many  thankful 
acknowledgments  have  been  received. 

Finding  that  many  soldiers,  well  watched  over  by  the  Christian 
Commission,  while  in  the  hospitals,  often  suffer  greatly  for  proper 
food  and  care,  while  travelling  home  on  furlough  to  recruit,  as  sepa- 
rated from  their  regiments  they  are  generally  without  money,  we 
adopted  the  following  plan.  Arrangements  have  been  made  with 
all  the  dining  stations  to  take  tickets  furnished  by  this  Branch  in 
full  paym^t  of  meals.  A  very  cordial  and  hearty  response  has 
been  giv^i  by  all  the  proprietors,  and  very  liberal  discounts  made. 
As  these  sick  and  wounded  men  all  pass  through  Cairo,  our  dele- 
gates will  visit  every  boat  and  train,  and  every  sick  soldier,  with- 
out money,  will  be  furnished  with  tickets  for  the  necessary  meals 
on  his  journey*  These  tickets  will  be  redeemed  at  the  end  of  each 
month.  Much  suffering  will  thus  be  relieved,  and  each  soldier  will 
return  with  grateful  recollections  of  the  Christian  Commission. 

A.  G.  Ttng,  Chairman. 
G.  H.  McIlvaine,  Cor.  Secretary. 
T.  H.  HiGBiB,  Treamref. 
Wm.  Reynolds,  President  Y.  M.  C.  A. 
T.  G.  MoCuLLOH,  Jr., 
Rev.  W.  E.  McLabek. 
Rev.  S.  Wtcopp, 


LADIES'  CHRISTIAN  COMMISSION 
OF  THE  PACIFIC. 

SanFraneiseo,  January  14, 1865. 
Mr.  Geo.  H.  Stuart, 

President  U.  &  Christian  Commission. 

Dear  Sir: — ^But  few  persons  on  this  coast  were  aware  that  any 
such  organization  as  the  Christian  Commission  was  in  existence  a 
year  ago ;  but  now  the  people  are  interesting  themselves  in  this  no- 
ble and  charitable  work,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  my  future  re- 
ports will  prove  Haore  satisfactory  than  the  meagre  one  I  have 
now  to  send  you.  To  your  delegates,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Patterson  and 
Rev.  Mr.  Mingins,  we  are  indebted  for  their  energy  and  exertions  in 
enlisting  the  sympathies  of  the  people. 

The  Ladies'  Christian  Commission  of  the  Pacific  was  organized 
in  this  city  on  the  7th  of  June,  1864,  and  consists  of  a  President, 
six  Vice-Presidents,  two  Secretaries,  and  a  Treasurer.  There  are 
twenty  life  members,  twenty-six  honorary  members,  and  eighty- 
eight  annua:!  members.  Exertions  will  be  made  greatly  to  increase 
the  number  of  members  during  the  present  year. 

Auxiliary  Commissions  have  been  organized  in  all  the  churches 
in  this  city,  and  an  earnest  effort  is  being  made  to  secure  a  perjna- 
nent  monthly  income  by  the  members  of  these  societies.  Auxiliary 
Commissions  have  also  been  established  in  the  following  towns  in  the 
interior :  Oakland,  Petaluma,  Santa  Clara,  Napa*  Half-Moon  Bay, 
Columbia, — all  of  which  report  to  this  Commission,  and  are  work- 
ing earnestly  and  with  considerable  success,  considfring  their  size. 
There  are  many  cities  and  towns  on  this  coast  which  prefer  sending 
their  contributions  to  you  direct,  and  therefore  decline  becoming 
auxiliary  to  our  Branch,  in  consequence  of  which  our  receipts  will 
be  materially  lessened;  but  so  long  as  they  work  and  raise  money 
for  the  good  cause,  it  will  make  no  difference  to  us. 

Rev.  Mr.  Lyford,  a  most  efficient  worker,  will  soon  start  for  the 
interior,  and  endeavor  to  form  societies,  particularly  Ladies'  Chris- 
tian Commissions,  in  every  town  throughout  the  State  where  Com- 
missions have  not  already  been  established.  We  find  the  women 
of  California  the  workers  in  all  such  charities — the  men  are  too 
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much  absorbed  in  business  to  find  time  for  any  outside  work.  They 
will  give  money  freely,  but  cannot  afford  time  to  advance  any  cause 
outside  of  business. 

Another  great  obstacle  to  our  success,  as  I  mentioned  in  my  for- 
mer letter  to  you,  is  our  distance  from  the  seat  of  war.  We  can- 
not bring  the  people  to  realize  the  sufferings  of  our  noble  army. 
When  listening  to  our  delegates,  they  are  moved  by  impulse  to  give 
freely;  but  a  systematic,  conscientious  out-pouring  of  sympathy 
and  money,  I  fear,  is  not  to  be  expected. 

An  important  feature  of  our  organization  is  the  formation  of  a 
Youth's  Christian  Commission,  which  already  numbers  one  hundred 
and  fifty  members ;  and  efforts  are  being  made  to  interest  all  the 
Sabbath-School  children  of  this  city,  as  well  as  of  the  interior  towns. 
Results,  so  far,  are  very  encouraging. 

The  Ladies'  Christian  Commission  have  received  the  following 
sums  of  money  from  auxiliary  Commissions: 

Ladies'  Christian  Commission  of  Columbia $89  00 

"                *^                      Napa 161  85 

"                "                      Oakland ^ 923  57 

"                "                      Santa  Clara 766  95 

"                "                      Half-Moon  Bay 24  55 

"                "                      Petaluma 766  95 

$2,732  87 

Several  cases  of  preserved  fruits,  reading  matter,  etc.,  have  been 
forwarded  direct  to  you  by  the  Ladies'  Christian  Commission  of 
Columbia. 

Since  the  organization  of  this  Commission,  we  have  remitted  to 
you,  through  Sather  &  Co.,  bankers,  in  U.  S.  coin — 

August  23d $1,000 

September  2d 10,000 

September  26th : 14,000 

Making  in  all  the  sum  of  twenty-five  thousand  dollars  ($25,000,) 
and  the  Treasurer  has  on  hand  $3,385,  which  will  be  forwarded  in 
a  few  days. 

Mary  E.  Kbbnby, 
Jhresident  L.  0.  0.  of  the  Pacific. 


INCIDENTS. 

It  is  simply  impossible  to  gather  into  the  limited  space  remaining 
more  than  a  very  few  repres.entative  incidents;  and,  indeed,  it 
scarcely  seems  necessary  in  a  report  like  this  to  do  otherwise.  So 
much  has  already  found  its  way  into  the  newspapers  of  the  coun- 
try, and  into  the  little  monthly  *^  Information,"  that  there  is  little 
need,  though  unlimited  opportunity,  for  making  many  selections 
of  incidents  here.  We  commence  with  an  account  of  Christian 
Commission  work  after  the  battle  of  Nashville.  This  may  be  read 
in  connection  with  the  report  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland. 

THE  BATTLE  OF  NASHVILLE. 

At  the  battle  of  Nashville,  General  Hood  brought  the  "front" 
within  two  miles  of  our  door,  and  we  were  able  to  put  twenty-five 
agents  and  delegates  into  the  field.  This  force  was  divided  into 
five  parties.  One  on  the  left,  under  Mr.  Farwell,  went  to  General 
Steadman's  command  of  colored  and  detached  troops;  the  second, 
in  the  centre,  under  Mr.  Ewing,  went  to  the  Fourth  Corps;  the 
third,  under  Mr.  McLeod,  to  the  Twenty-third  Corps;  the  fourth, 
with  Carter  and  Jacobs,  to  the  Sixteenth  Corps;  and  the  fifth  in 
reserve  for  the  hospitals  in  the  city. 

The  zeal  and  efficiency  of  the  delegates  on  the  left  attracted  the 
attention  of  general  officers,  and/ the  blood-stains, on  their  persons 
bore  witness  to  their  work  in  carrying  ofi"  the  dead  and  wounded. 
A  surgeon  in  charge  of  a  division  hospital  for  the  colored  troops, 
called  afterwards  at  our  office  to  thank  personally  the  men  who, 
"without  obtrusion,  were  sure  to  turn  up  just  when  there  was 
need."  He  said  many  of  those  black  soldiers  were  picked  up  and 
taken  care  of  that  day,  who  would  never  know  that  the  Christian 
Commission  saved  them. 

In  the  centre,  the  hospital  arrangements  were  such  that  there 
was  little  need  of  outside  help  for  feeding  the  men,  and  the  wounded 
were  taken  rapidly  back  on  the  Franklin  Pike  to  the  city  hospitals. 
Here  the  delegate's  work  was  principally  that  of  dressing  wounds, 
comforting  sufierers,  and  taking  home  addresses,  memoranda  for 
home  letters,  and  the  last  message  of  the  dying. 
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Vight  Work. 

Haying  followed  all  the  afternoon  in  the  victorious  movements 
on  the  left  of  the  cavalry  and  the  Sixteenth  and  Twenty-third 
Corps,  while  they  flanked  the  enemy,  and  drove  them  rapidly,  con- 
tinuing on  into  the  night,  the  delegates  found  themselves  at  night- 
fall on  a  field  which  our  men  had  just  swept  over  in  a  deadly  charge 
on  the  enemy's  guns,  helping  the  wounded  to  water,  bandages 
and  cordials  when  necessary.  The  work  for  the  night  was  to  go 
over  the  field  searching  for  men  who  had  been  missed  by  the 
stretcher-bearers,  gather  up  the  dead,  identify  them  through 
their  comrades,  if  possible,  and  mark  them  by  a  card,  and  to  give 
coffee  and  hot  soup  at  the  flying  hospital,  and  be  next  friend  to 
men  dreadfully  wounded,  and  many  of  them  dying. 

The  Brothers. 

By  a  hay-stack  we  found  two  bodies  side  by  side,  as  if  laid  there 
by  some  friendly  hand.  As  we  were  taking  them  away,  one  rose 
upright,  and  bursting  into  tears,  pointing  to  his  comrade,  said, 
"It's  my  brother,  sir,  my  brother,  ne  two  were  all,  and  I  am 
alone  now."  He  had  missed  Jiim  in  the  fight,  and  hunting  over 
the  field  had  found  him  dead,  and  lying  down  to  watch  him  till 
morning,  had  fallen  asleep.  When  we  took  up  the  body  .to  lay 
it  with  the  others,  he  brought  along  straw  to  make  a  bed  for  it  and 
for  himself.  We  gave  him  room  in  that  long  row  of  the  dead. 
Nestling  close  to  the  corpse,  he  lay  down  for  his  last  night's  sleep 
with  his  brother. 

Scenes  at  the  Hospital. 

The  scene  at  the  house  taken  for  a  hospital  baffles  description. 
While  Hood  was  falling  back,  the  citizens,  who  still  believed  in  the 
Confederacy,  took  their  movable  property,  including  bedding  and 
best  furniture,  to  the  rear,  for  protection  in  the  rebel  lines.  This 
house  had  been  made  a  receptacle  for  neighbors'  furniture,  and  we 
were  able  to  prop  a  first  class  mattress  under  all  the  wounded. 

All  the  rooms  below,  and  the  piazza  on  the  three  sides  of  the 
house,  were  laid  thick  with  officers  and  privates.  Some  were  sleep- 
ing under  the  power  of  an  opiate,  some  were  already  sleeping  in 
death,  others  were  writhing  in  mortal  agony,  some  calling  for  the 
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surgeon,  Bome  for  water,  some  for  mercy,  and  some  in  prayer  of  tmst 
and  j6you8'  hope  of  heaven  just  at  hand,  and  others  waiting  in 
silent,  anxious  suspense  for  tb^  surgeon's  decision  as  to  the  nature 
of  their  wounds. 

The  Dyings  Soldier's  Welcome  to  fhe  Saviour. 

At  one  o'clock,  after  personal  attention  to  every  man,  and  ar- 
ranging for  a  watch  by  relief,  we  rolled  up  in  our  blankets  for  a 
little  rest.  But  there  was  one  voice  from  the  wounded  rising 
above  all  the  rest;  now  in  a  shriek  of  torture,  and  then  in  a  tender 
appeal  to  the  Saviour.  It  was  from  an  niinois  soldier,  wounded  in 
the  bowels.  One  of  the  delegates  asked,  "Jackson,  do  you  love 
Jesus?" 

"Don't  I  love  him!*'  was  the  instant  reply.  Long  after  mid- 
night, that  voice  from  the  piazza,  distinct  in  the  dreadful  chorus  of 
groans,  making  sleep  impossible,  stole  in  on  the  chilly  night-air, 
like  the  voice  of  a  flute  in  the  clangor  of  trumpets.  "Dear  Jesus, 
you  know  I  love  you.  Come,  Jesus,  dear  Jesus,  I  am  all  ready 
now.  Come,  Jesus.  Tou  love  me,  and  you  know  I  love  you,  dear 
Jesus."  Fainter  and  less  frequent  came  that  sweet  appeal,  till  it 
ceased,  and  we  slept.  In  the  morning  we  found  a  smile  in  the  eye 
and  on  the  lip  of  the  dead  patriot,  that  seemed  to  be  still  repeating, 
"Dear  Jesus,  you  know  I  love  you." 

Second  Day. 

We  gave  coffee,  and  crackers,  and  chicken  soup  for  breakfast, 
and  then  the  wounded  were  taken  in  ambulances  to  the  city.  We 
found  the  planter's  spades,  and  dug  graves  in  his  garden  for  our 
dead,  while  the  shells  of  hostile  batteries  were  screaming  across 
from  two  opposite  hills  almost  in  line  over  our  heads. 

The  fight  of  the  second  day  was  still  more  sharp  and  decisive. 
The  enemy  were  routed  at  every  point,  and  left  their  dead  and 
wounded  on  the  field.  Our  men,  in  the  last  charge,  swept  over  a 
ploughed  field,  sinking  in  the  mud  at  every  step,  still  pressing  on, 
and  many  of  them  falling  within  a  musket's  length  of  the  enemy's 
works.  We  divided  that  fi4ld  into  sections,  and  went  over  it  in 
search  of  the  wounded,  and  to  mark  the  dead  wherever  they  could 
be  identified.  At  night,  at  five  hospitals,  we  repeated  the  work  of 
the  preceding  night  on  freshly  wounded  men. 
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Three  Days  the  Wounded  Fed  by  the  CommissioiL 

The  army  started  in  pursuit  of  .the  flying  rebels,  taking  with 
them  the  hospital  wagons  and  ambulances.  The  post  ambulances 
were  busy  taking  in  the  wounded,  from  the  left,  and  it  was  three 
days  before  these  residences,  made  into  hospitals,  and  filled  in  one 
hour  from  the  field  of  carnage,  were  emptied  of  their  patients;  and 
then  the  medical  authorities  were  obliged  to  press  into  service  the 
hacks,  and  omnibuses,  and  express  wagons  of  the  city.  During 
that  time  we  fed  the  wounded.  There  was  no  other  provision  for 
their  wants,  except  now  and  then  a  wounded  man  might  have  in 
his  haversack,  a  ration  or  two  of  hard  tack. 

A  Delegate*8  Life  Laid  Down  fbr  the  Soldiers. 

In  that  first  night  of  the  battle,  while  we  lay  listening  to  Jack- 
son's appeal  to  his  Saviour,  the  party  in  reserve,  after  the  day's 
duty  in  the  hospital,  were  gathered  around  the  dying  bed  of  a 
brother  delegate,  at  our  home  in  the  city.  James  W.  Kimball,  of 
Boston,  who  had  declined  a  commission  in  the  army  to  give  gratui- 
tous service  in  the  Christian  Commission,  had  preached  in  the  bar- 
racks a  few  evenings  before,  and  finding  a  soldier  without  coat  or 
blanket,  shivering  in  the  cold,  loaned  him  his  shawl,  forgetting  his 
otrn  peculiar  exposure  to  the  night  wind,  after  the  excitement  of  a 
preaching  service.  The  next  day  he  was  prostrate  with  a  chill  that 
brought  congestion  and  brain  fever.  As  the  guns  from  Fort  Negley 
multiplied  into  a  hundred  batteries  along  the  line,  and  made  the 
windows  shake,  his  zeal  for  souls  seemed  to  kindle.  He  was  passing 
through  the  barracks  and  hospital  wards,  gathering  imagined  con- 
gregations, leading  them  in  song  and  prayer,  and  exhorting  them 
most  earnestly  to  a  new  life.  So  he  continued  to  the  last.  It  was 
his  soul,  Kimball  himself,  after  an  over-worked  brain  had  broken 
down,  holding  fast  to  the  one  idea  of  his  life,  salvation  now  for 
those  who  believe  in  Christ;  and  thus  he  passed  through  fever  and 
delirium,  to  be  in  the  world  above  wear  and  weariness,  "forever 
with  the  Lord." 

•    Rev.  E.  p.  Smith, 

Field  Agent. 
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OTJNBOAT  SEBYIOE. 

The  religious  services  engaged  in  during  the  thirty-three  steam- 
boat, transport,  and  gunboat  trips,  have  been  around  the  capstan, 
among  the  swinging  hammocks,  on  the  gun  deck,  with  10-inch  Par- 
rotts,  8-inch  Columbiads,  and  Dahlgrens  as  companions;  on  the 
transports,  for  a  pulpit,  often  standing  on  bales  of  hay  and  boxes 
of  fixed  ammunition  on  the  forecastle,  as  the  men  in  blue  gathered 
to  hear  of  salvation.  Often  on  the  lower  deck,  despite  the  noise  of 
the  machinery;  on  the  boiler  deck,  in  the  cabin,  on  bow  and  star- 
board guard,  and  all  over  the  hurricane  roof  and  the  Texas  roof, 
has  eternal  life  been  proclaimed. 

In  June,  coming  up  the  river,  the  sun  setting,  the  moon  rising, 
the  Father  of  Waters  smooth  as  a  mirror,  and  having  had  service 
in  the  cool  of  the  afternoon,  in  several  places  on  the  crowded  boat, 
the  last  was  on  the  forecastle.  The  men  were  sitting  in  courses  on 
the  huge  pile  of  freight.  Singing  was  at  once  introduced.  The 
only  place  where  I  could  command  all  before  me,  with  such  as  might 
hear  by  coming  front  on  boiler  and  hurricane  roofs,  was  to  ascend 
the  jackstaff  and  stand  upon  the  crossbeam.  Casting  my  eye  up 
one  side,  sat  a  youthful  soldier.  Jumping  upon  a  box,  and  extend- 
ing mine,  he  gave  me  his  hand,  at  the  same  time  from  his  perched 
position  spoke  to  one  of  his.  comrades,  saying:  "Give  the  old 
preacher  a  boost."  With  my  left  hand  to  steady  myself  against 
the  jackstaff,  I  stood  upon  the  crossbeam.  The  singing  closed,  the 
evening  was  most  beautiful.  Our  steamer  was  gliding  over  the 
unrippled  surface,  and  the  singing  had  quieted  the  boat's  confusion. 
My  lips  never  uttered  "Ck>d*so  loved  the  world,  that  he  gave  His 
only-begotten  Son,"  when  my  soul  felt  more  of  that  love.  The 
fronts  of  the  hurricane  and  boiler  deck  roofs  were  crowded  with 
listeners. 

The  moon-light  service,  the  unrivalled  beauty  of  the  evening, 
with  breeze  enough  created  by  the  steamer's  rapid  motion  to  carry 
my  voice  distinctly  to  each  ear;  the  novelty  of  my  position  added 
to  the  interest;  but,  far  above  all,  Je9U9  was  there. 

The  stillness  of  every  one,  with  the  eagerness  to  catch  each  word, 

evinced  the  Spirit's  power.     The  precious  service  was  closed  with 

singing, 

"Am  I  a  soldier  of  the  cross." 

While  all  arose  to  sing,  I  sat  upon  the  cross  beam,  and  in  a  low 
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voice  said  to  the  boyish  infantry  man  on  the  other  side  of  the  jack- 
staff,  "Have  you  the  love  of  God's  Son  in  your  heart?'*  ^'No, 
sir,  but  I  want  it,  I  mu9t  have  it,  I  can't  live  without  it,  and  from 
this  time  I  will  try  to  serve  him.'' 

Coming  down  from  my  good  pulpit,  a  number  of  shoulders  were 
ready  to  aid  the  descent.  One  said,  ''Bully  for  you,  preaching 
from  the  rigging."  Another,  with  misty  eyes,  "Do  tell  me  how  I 
may.  have  that  love."  K.  A.  Burnell. 

BELIOIOXrS  8EBVICE8  DXTEIirO  BATTLE. 

Private  J.  C,  81st  Illinois,  when  for  eight  months  he  was  on 
detached  service  in  this  city,  was  more  constant  at  the  delightful 
daily  service  in  the  Christian  Commission  rooms  in  Memphis  than 
any  other  man  since  we  have  opened,  now  almost  a  year  and  a  half. 
When  he  rejoined  his  regiment  at  Vicksburg,  at  the  very  first  op- 
portunity, he  was  at  the  Christian  Commission  rooms,  and  his  voice 
always  mingled  in  prayer  and  joined  in  praise. 

I  marched  by  his  side  on  Red  River,  and  often  had  the  privilege 
of  addressing  the  regiment.  It  was  always  gratifying  to  witness 
the  deep  respect  of  all,  and  ardent  love  of  many,  for  that  unedu- 
cated, but  consistent,  modest,  and  faithful  Christian  soldier. 

Could  you  have  witnessed  the  manly  steadiness,  the  unflinching 
firmness  and  self-reliance  of  that  hero,  when,  day  after  day,  under 
fire  on  Red  River,  you  would  be  very  willing  to  acknowledge  the 
power  of  our  blessed  faith. 

The  second  or  third  day  of  our  retreat  from  the  brilliant  Pleasant 
Hill  victory,  the  81st  were  supporting  a  battery,  and  although 
somewhat  in  the  reserve,  yet  were  in  the  open  field  and  in  full  view 
of  the  fighting,  and  liable  any  moment  to  be  called  into  action. 
Feeling  anxious  to  do  something  more  to  nerve  them  for  the  con- 
flict, by  pointing  them  to  the  Captain  of  their  Salvation,  I  joined 
them,  and  was  reading  aloud,  when  the  attention  of  the  Colonel  was 
called  to  the  squad,  who  had  arisen  from  their  lying  down. 

The  contending  forces  were  changing  positions  somewhat,  and 
the  call  for  action  seemed  a  little  more  distant.  I  read  on,  com- 
menting somewhat.  The  squad  increased  till  I  had  a  fair  out-door 
congregation.  My  friend,  the  Lieutenant-Colonel,  seemed  as  in- 
terested as  any.  After  perhaps  fifteen  minutes,  it  occurred  to  me 
our  position  was  hardly  military.  Saluting  the  Colonel  standing 
modestly  by,  I  begged  pardon  for  what  might  seem  an  innovation. 
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Said  he,  ^^It's  quite  rights  %ir^  and  I  thank  you  for  thia  interest 
in  my  men,  although  it  had  just  occurrW  to  me  that  the  General 
might  think  we  were  unduly  exposing  ourselves." 

£.  A.  BURNELIi. 

Power  of  the  Daily  Fi?ayer  Meeting  in  the  Army. 

I  remember,  some,  months  ago,  two  young  soldiers  of  the  18th 
Wisconsin  decided  to  pray  together  daily  in  their  tents.  It  was 
a  struggle  for  them;  *but  they  carried  out  this  resolution,  and  soon 
they  were  joined  by  another,  and  another,  and  so  kept  increasing, 
until  their  tent  was  too  small  to  hold  the  meeting,  and  the  last  in- 
telligence I  received  from  them,  their  little  ajrmy  church  numbered 
about  two  hundred.  They  had  doubts  about  praying  aloud,  for 
they  did  not  know  of  any  professed  disciples  of  Christ  in  their  com- 
pany ;  but  when  the  voice  of  prayer  went  up  to  God's  throne,  He 
heard,  and  made  His  promise  true.  This  He  is  doing  daily  at  all 
the  stations  in  this  Department,  and  all  through  our  army. 

Rev.  F.  G.  Ensign,  from  Memphisy  Tenn. 

A  Box  from  Canton,  China. 

Canton,  China,  2M  August,  1864. 

My  Dear  Sir: — If  the  vessel  "Roslyn  Castle"  safely  reaches 
New  York  harbor,  you  will  find  on  board  a  box  for  the  U.  S.  Chris- 
tian Commission,  from  the  two  boarding-schools  of  Chinese  girls  at 
Canton,  China,  belonging  to  the  A.  B.  C.  F.  M.  One  school  is 
under  the  charge  of  Mrs.  Vrooman;  the  other  is  my  own.  The 
girls  have  taken  much  delight  in  preparing  the  various  articles  to 
be  sold  in  America  for  the  benefit  of  our  noble  soldiers.  Volun- 
tarily they  laid  aside  each  day  part  of  their  ^Hiffin,"  or  noon-day 
meal  money,  and  with  the  sum  thus  collected  bought  a  pair  of 
"Chinese  pillows,"  together  with  "rice  pictures,"  and  "skele- 
ton leaves,  painted."  It  is,  indeed,  their  **mite,"  and  may  a  rich 
blessing  go  with  it. 

The  Chinese  hymns  on  the  "fans  and  curtains,"  were  translated 

by  Rev.  S.  W.  Bonney,  and  all  prepared  by  himself  to  send.     He 

took  the  greatest  pleasure  in  collecting  articles  for  the  Christian 

•  Commission,  and  idso  the  Missionary  Museum  Box  for  Montreal, 

which  is  on  board  the  same  vessel.     He  was  greatly  interested  in 
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the  labor  of  the  scholars  for  such  a  worthy  object.  The  "boxes" 
have  been  delayed  on  acconnt  of  the  sickness  and  death  of  that  de- 
voted and  noble-hearted  missionary.  After  an  illness  of  tTvo  months, 
he  passed  triumphantly  from  an  earthly  to  his  "heavenly  home," 
having  been  nearly  twenty  years  in  China,  toiling  faithfully  with 
unrelenting  zeal  in  his  Master's  vineyard.  Thus  one  and  another 
of  our  "loved  ones"  repose  in  the  realms  of  bliss  and  light.  "The 
memory  of  the  just  is  blessed." 

«We  would  not  wish  them  bftok  tkgSin, 
To  stem  the  flood  of  strife ; 
Their  pilgrim  days  of  joj  and  pain 
Have  merged  in  glorious  life ; 
Bat  we  will  tread  the  narrow  way, 
To  rest  with  them  in  endless  day." 

"Our  box  "  is  not  to  be  counted  valuable  for  the  costly  articles 
it  contains ;  but  its  intrinsic  merit  lies  in  the  fact  of  its  being  the 
gift  of  Chinese  girls,  grateful  for  Christian  instruction,  and  de- 
sirous of  doing  what  little  they  could  to  assist  in  causing  this  great 
rebellion  to  be  crushed.  "  The  blessing  of  the  Lord  it  maketh  rich, 
and  he  addeth  no  sorrow  with  it."  May  that  blessing  accompany 
our  humble  little  gift,  and  "the  mighty  GK)d  of  Jacob"  ever  be  the 
"helper"  of  our  highly  cherished  native  land. 
Tours,  truly, 

C.  V.  R.  BONNBY. 


Hardships. 

Rev.  D.  W.  Comstock,  a  delegate,  reporting  from  Memphis,  gives 
the  following  graphic  description  of  hardships.  After  speaking  of 
his  service  as  most  delightful,  he  tells  this  story,  to  show  that  all  is 
not  sunshine  and  ease. 

"  However  vigorous  the  nerves  and  muscles  of  a  new  delegate 
are,  he  needs  to  be  cautious  lest  he  become  prostrated,  for  few,  if 
any,  can  carry  such  loads  as  we  do,  and  walk  from  five  to  nine 
miles,  often  through  deep  mud,  each  day,  without  great  exhaus- 
tion. Two  facts  serve  as  a  great  stimulus  to  urge  the  delegate  on- 
ward in  his  work.  First.  It  is  now  or  never;  these  golden  oppor- 
tunities for  doing  good  are  rapidly  "passing  away;"  and,  secondly, 
the  soldiers  endure  this,  and  much  more,  for  years,  and  can*t  we 
for  a  few  weeks?    But  not  to  theorize.     On  one  occasion  I  went  to 
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an  Eastern  cayalry  regiment,  which  is  remarkable  for  the  great 
number  of  men  and  their  extreme  wickedness.  The  day  previously, 
they,  with  five  or  six  other  regiments,  had  started  on  a  raid,  but 
deep  mud  and  high  water  stopped  them  after  nine  miles  advance, 
and  they  returned  thoroughly  wet  and  exhausted.  To  give  a  cor- 
rect idea  of  their  condition,  you  should  know  that  cavalry  men  can 
have  only  ^shelter  tents,'  which  are  simply  a  piece  of  cloth  not  to 
exceed  eight  by  ten  feet,  which  is  stretched  over  a  stick,  laid  in 
crotches,  in  the  form  of  the  capital  letter  A,  open  at  each  end,  un- 
less the  soldiers  close  them  with  their  blankets,  of  which  they  have 
a  short  allowance.  The  soldiers  call  them  "dog-tents,"  as  they  re- 
semble in  form,  but  not  in  comfort,  the  English  kennel.  To  secure 
more  room,  and  prevent  the  ^ects  of  cold,  the  boys  dig  about  three 
feet  into  the  earth  a  hole  as  large  as  their  tent  will  cover.  In  one 
side  of  the  wall  thus  madej  they  dig  out  a  small  fire-place,  from 
which  they  dig  up  to  the  surface  of  the  ground,  and  from  this  they 
construct  rude  chimneys,  some  of  which  are  very  ingenious,  while 
others  are  merely  a  barrel,  a  hollow  log  or  a  joint  or  two  of  stove- 
pipe. Through  the  pores  of  the  ground  and  where  roots  are  cut 
off,  the  water  which  falls  soaks  into  the  soldiers'  houses,  hence  ^bail' 
ing  *  is  a  part  of  *  soldiering.'  At  such  times,  one  or  all  must  '  bail  - 
at  long  as  it  rains,  or  be  submerged.  The  said  regiment  returned 
to  their  camp  to  find  these  ^basements'  mere  mud-holes.  Wet, 
tired,  cold  and  hungry,  many  of  them  chose  to  wrap  themselves  in 
wet  blankets  and  sleep  as  they  could,  rather  than  dip  out  four  or 
five  barrels  of  water,  go  a  mile  and  back  for  wood  with  which  to 
dry  themselves  and  cook  a  supper;  and,  as  a  consequence,  when  I 
found  them,  quite  a  number  were  sick.  Two  were  cramping  vio- 
lently. I  sought  to  find  a  warm  place.  Not  one  could  be  found 
whose  owner  would  allow  them  to  come  in.  One  captain  said, — 
^That's  a  soldier's  fate.'  Through  mud,  full  five  inches  deep,  I 
waded  an  hour  to  get  those  men  relieved,  and  gave  up  the  attempt 
only  when  assured  that  no  soldier  could  be  removed  to  the  hospital." 

Bally  Bound  the  Flag,  Boys. 

THE  SPIRIT  07  THE  UNION  SOLDIER. 

Rev.  Mr.  Ejiowles,  of  Batavia,  N.  T.,  says:  "A  very  touching 
incident  occurred  just  as  I  was  about  leaving  the  army  in  front  of 
Petersburg,  Va.     God  seems  to  have  given  a  divine  impulse  to  our 
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soldiers — a  superhuman  courage,  cheerfulness,  hope  and  determina- 
tion. Not  confined  to  those  who  are  Christians,  but  extending  to 
all.  It  is  a  beautiful  presage  of  filial  success  to  the  cause  of  liberty 
and  of  the  Union. 

A  soldier  had  been  brought  in  on  a  stretcher,  and  placed  under 
the  shade  of  a  green  tree.  He  was  shot  through  the  mouth.  His 
tongue  was  cut.  He  was  unable  to  speak,  and  the  surgeon  said  he 
must  die.  Upon  a  card  he  vrrote  his  desire  to  see  a  delegate  of  the 
Christian  Commission.  They  summoned  me.  As  I  approached 
him,  he  made  signs  for  pencil  and  paper,  and  wrote:  "/am  a  Chris- 
tian^  prepared  to  die;'*  then  looking  all  around  on  the  soldiers,  he 
wrote  again,  "Rally  round  the  flag,  boys.     Rally  round  the  flag.'* 

I  took  it,  and,  with  deep  emotion,  read  it  aloud  to  his  comrades 
standing  about  him.  The  dying  boy  then  raised  his  bloody  hand, 
and  though  unable  to  speak,  waved  it,  as  Marmion  his  sword,  over 
his  head — ^with  all  the  enthusiasm  of  the  charge-^and  then,  quietly, 
while  every  eye  was  wet  with  quickly  gathered  tears,  went  away 
out  of  the  midst  of  the  company,  into  the  City  of  Peace. 

Individual  Belief  Work. 

We  make  one  or  two  extracts  from  the  report  of  one  of  our  agents 
at  City  Point,  over  the  department  of  "Individual  Relief."  No. 
197-contains  the  following:  "The  blessing  of  many  a  mother  at- 
tends the  Christian  Coipmission."  Our  reply  informed  her  that  her 
son  was  about  to  start  on  a  furlough  of  twenty  days. 

No.  250  referred  to  the  case  of  J.  W.  The  following  is  a  por- 
tion :  ^' I  am  in  great  trouble  about  him.  He  has  been  a  good  hus- 
band, well  beloved  by  all  in  this  community.  We  came  from  Eng- 
land, eleven  years  ago.  I  am  a  believer  in  Jesus,  and  was  before 
I  left  home,  and  I  do  pray  the  Lord  to  bless  you  for  your  work  and 
labor  of  love  toward  the  poor^^sick,  and  wounded  soldier.  Please 
do  all  you  can  for  my  poor  husband;  and  may  God  bless  you  all, 
and  make  you  a  blessing,  is  the  prayer  of  the  least  of  Ood's  little 
ones."  We  answered  that  the  man  had  been  sent  to  Washington, 
and  we  would  write  to  our  Agent  there  to  care  for  him. 

No.  812,  asking  for  the  effects  of  J.  M.,  contains  the  following: 
^^I  have  been  advised  to  address  you  concerning  my  dear  departed 
husband's  effects.  He  left  some  few  things,  such  as  a  coat,  a  knife, 
a  pocket  Bible,  etc.,  which  would  be  a  great  comfort  to  me  in  my 
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deep  affliction,  if  I  can  get  them.  .  •  .  Now,  would  yon  be  so 
very  kind  as  to  see  that  these  things  are  sent  to  me  by  express?  I 
hare  no  friends  there,  and  am  compelled  to  ask  these  favors  of 
strangers.  If  you  will  do  me  this  great  favor,  I  can  only  say  God 
will  reward  you  for  your  kindness  to  a  soldier's  widow  and  his  fa- 
therless boy.    In  deep  affliction,  M.  E.  M." 

No.  305  is  from  a  little  girl,  and  I  will  copy  it  entire,  because  it 
is  touching  in  its  anxious  pleading  for  word  from  a  dear  father,  then 
cold  in  death :  "  To  Mr.  G.  H.  S.,  of  the  U.  S.  Christian  Commission : 
It  is  now  four  weeks  since  we  received  a  letter  from  my  dear  father, 
and  heard  that  he  was  very  sick,  and  we  have  not  heard  a  word 
since  This  is  the  third  letter  we  have  sent  off,  and  begged  for  any 
one  to  send  us  back  an  answer  whether  my  dear  father  is  dead  or 
alive.  My  mother  is  almost  crazy,  because  she  cannot  hear  from 
my  dear  father.  I  wonder  if  any  one  there  would  please  be  so  kind 
as  to  write  a  few  lines  back  again,  whether  my  father  is  dead  or 
alive.  'Please  be  so  kind  as  to  write  back.  If  we  cannot  pay  you, 
the  Lord  will.    Do  please  be  so  kind,  and  answer  this  letter. 

^^Anna  H ." 


DEDICATIOir  OF  AN  ABKT  CHAPEL. 

Fulfilling  the  special  commission  on  which  I  was  s^t  to  the  field, 
I  left  Philadelphia  on  the  morning  of  Feb.  9th,  reported  to  Rev. 
Mr.  Ashley,  at  City  Point,  on  Feb.  10th,  and  reached  the  Point 
of  Rocks  on  the  afternoon  of  Feb.  11.  I  was  just  in  time,  for  the 
carpenters  were  making  the  last  of  the  seats  and  closing  up  the 
chapel  preparatory  for  the  dedication.  At  evening  on  Saturday 
the  house  was  swept,  the  seats  were  arranged,  and  all  needful  pre- 
parations were  made  for  the  s^rvi<;es  of  the  Sabbath.  The  chap- 
lains of  the  urmy  and  the  delegates  of  the  Christian  Commission  on 
the  ground  mutually  entered  into  the  arrangements  with  warm 
hearts.  Eight  of  these  brethren  took  part  in  the  solemn  and  in- 
teresting services  of  the  dedication,  as  follows: 

1.  Invocation — Chaplain  Taylor. 

2.  Reading  Scripture  and  Hymn — Chaplain  Jones. 
8.  Prayer — Rev.  Mr.  Oviatt. 

4.  Reading  Hymn — Rev.  Mr.  Owen. 

5.  Sermon — Rfev.  Mr.  Hart. 

6.  Dedicatory  Prayer — Dr.  Brounson. . 
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7.  Beading  Hymn — Chaplain  Hugar. 

8.  Benediction — Bev.  Mr.  Clark. 

The  Chapel  was  filled  with  white  and  colored  troops,  with  offi- 
cers, while  sixteen  ladies  were  also  present,  some  of  them  the  wives 
of  officers.  The  singing,  led  by  Lieut.  Chamberlain,  a  devoted 
Christian,  was  in  perfect  taste,  and  there  was  an  orderliness  of  de- 
meanor on  the  part  of  the  audience  which  would  have  honored  any 
community.     The  stillness  told  of  the  presence  of  the  Spirit. 

This  chapel,  60  by  40  in  the  clear,  has  been  built  at  a  cost  to- the 
Christian  Commission  of  not  more  than  $300.  The  wisdom  and 
energy  of  the  Bev,  Mr.  Williams,  as  in  many  other  departments  of 
his  successful  service  for  the  Commission,  are  seen  in  the  security 
of  this  really  attractive  and  commodious  building. 

On  Monday  night  I  spoke  to  the  soldiers  in  the  "Hawes  Taber- 
nacle,'* at  Fort  Harrison,  where  we  had  an  interesting  meeting^ 
The  latter  part  of  the  evening  I  passed  with  Gen.  Bimey,  at  head- 
quarters, who  is  deeply  interested  in  our  work,  and  who,  tlirough 
me,  sent  his  thanks  'to  the  Central  Congregational  Church  of  Phila- 
delphia, for  supplying  the  Commission  with  this  chapel  tent. 

On  Tuesday  evening  I  conducted  the  service  in  the  chapel  at 
City  Point,  speaking  from  the  text,  **Notwithstonding,  be  ye  sure 
of  this,  that  the  kingdom  of  God  is  come  nigh  unto  you.'*  At  the 
conclusion  nearly  the  whole  congregation  rose  to  express  their  de- 
sire to  enter  into  the  kingdom  and  to  request  the  prayers  of  Chris- 
tians.    The  work  at  this  point  is  marvellous. 

On  Wednesday  evening  I  preached  again  in  the  beautiful  rustic 
chapel  at  Meade  Station,  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  where,  al- 
though the  evening  was  rainy,  there  was  a  full  and  serious  audience, 

My  dedication  text  at  Point  of  Bocks  was,  ^^  Even  as  the  Son  of 
Man  came  not  to  be  ministered  unto,  but  to  minister,  and  to  give  his 
ly'e  a  ransom  for  many*'  Bbv.  Burdbtt  Habt. 


MILEAGE 

FOR  THX 

80LDIEB8. 

The  Electoral  College  of  Pennsylvania,  when  it  met  to  cast  its 
vote  for  President,  agreed  to  give  the  mileage  of  its  members  to  the 
Christian  Commission.  The  following  is  the  letter  from  the  Hon. 
Morton  McMichael,  President  of  the  College: — 

December,  1864. 

Deab  Sib: — ^At  the  recent  session  of  the  Electoral  College  of 
Pennsylvania,  it  was  unanimously  resolved  that  the  pay  and  mileage 
of  the  members  should  be  appropriated  to  the  Christian  Commis- 
sion, and  as  President  of  the  body  I  was  directed  to  hand  the 
amount  to  you.  Accordingly,  I  enclose  to  you  the  order  of  the 
State  Treasurer  for  $.594;  a  warrant  from  the  U.  S.  Treasury  for 
$62.50;  and  the  check  of  C.  M.  Runk,  Esq.,  for  $21;  the  latter 
being  an  additional  contribution,  as  the  accompanying  note  will 
explain: — 

In  making  thi^  appropriation,  the  College  intended,  beyond  the 
mere  donation  of  the  money,  to  mark  the  high  sense  which,  in  its 
judgment,  is  entertained  in  all  parts  of  Pennsylvania,  of  the  inva- 
luable, services  which  the  Christian  Commission  have  rendered  to 
the  country.  Coming,  as  its  members  did,  from  every  congres- 
sional district  in  the  State,  and  assembled,  as  they  were,  for  the  per- 
formance of  a  most  solemn  and  important  public  duty,  it  was  fur- 
ther hoped  and  believed  that  the  action  of  the  College  in  this  re- 
spect, both  as  a  tribute  and  a  testimonial,  might  aid  in  promoting 
the  great  objects  for  which  the  Commission  has  labored  with  such 
unselfish  zeal,  such  untiring  earnestness,  and  such  distinguished 
success. 

With  assurances  of  personal  regard,  I  am,  dear  sir, 
Very  truly,  your  friend, 

Morton  MoMiohael. 
To  Gbo.  H.  Stuart,  Esq.,  Pre9.  Oh.  Oom. 
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Ansel  Roberts,  Dr.  AUeyne  Maynard,  J.  H.  Dewitt, 

J.  £.  Ingersoll,  Jay  OdoU,  Bev.  J.  A.  Thome,  ' 

Bev.  J.  Monteith,  Jr.,  Hon.  J.  P.  Bishop,  Rev.  Moses  Hill, 

Bev.  S.  B.  Page,  Rev.  Wm.  A.  Hoge,  Rev.  Bishop  C.  Kingsley. 

TOLEDO. 
NORTH-WESTEEN   BRANCH   U.  S.  CHRISTIAN   COMMISSION. 
W.  Baker,  President.  Rev.  H.  W.  Pierson,  D.  D.,  C(9r.  See. 

Bev.  C.  T.  Wales,  Recording  Sec,  D.  B.  Smith,  Treasurer. 

MICSIQAN. 

DETROIT. 

MICHIGAN  BRANCH  U.   S.   CHRISTIAN  COMMISSION. 

E.  C.  Walker,  Chan-man. 

H.  P.  Baldwin,  Treasurer.  Charles  F.  Clark,  Seeretary, 

David  Preston,  Francis  Raymond, 

J.  S.  Vernor,  Caleb  Ives. 

Rev.  G.  Taylor,  State  Agents  Ann  Arbors 

INDIANA. 

INDIANAPOLIS. 
INDIANA  BRANCH   U.  S.  CHRISTIAN   COMMISSION. 
G.  W.  Clippinger,  President.  L.  H.  CroU,  Recording  Secretary. 

James  M.  Ray,  Treasurer.  C.  N.  Todd,  Cor.  Sec.  and  Oen.  Agent, 

J.  T.  Dunn,  Frederick  Baggs,  Charles  S.  Ware, 

J.  L.  Ketcham,  J.  H.  Ross,  Rev.  L.  H.  Jameson, 

Rev.  F.  C.  Holliday,  D.D.,  Christian  Spiegel,  J.  C.  Hereth, 

E.  T.  Sinker,  J.*W.  Brown,  Jacob  Bubush, 

Bev.  G.  Small. 

KENTVCKT. 

LOUISVILLE. 
KENTUCKY  BRANCH  U.  S.  CHRISTIAN  COMAnSSION. 
J.  Edward  Hardy,  Chairman. 
Isaae  Russell,  Secretary.  J.  G.  Barrett,  Treasurer, 

Richard  Knott,  Wm.  H.  Bulkley, 

J.  H.  Armstrong,  ,Wm.  Kendrick. 
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ILLINOIS. 

CHICAGO. 
NOBTH-WESTERN  BRANCH  U.  S.  CHRISTIAN  COMMISSION. 
Hon.  John  V.  Farwelly  C^tairman, 
B.  P.  Jacobs,  Secrttary,  S.  P.  Fairington,  Treaturer. 

J   L.  Reynolds,  P.  L.  Underwood, 

D.  L.  Moodj,  J.  Guernsey,  Dubuqne,  Iowa. 

.  PEORIA. 
PEORIA  BRANCH  U.  8.  CHRISTIAN  COMMISSION. 
Wm.  Reynolds,  President  T,  M.  C.  A, 
Theodore  Higbie,  Treasurer  F.  M.  C,  A, 
A.  G.  Tyng,  Chairman  Armff  Committee, 
G.  H.  McIlYiUne,  Secretary  Amy  Committee. 
Rer.  S.  Wjooff,  Rtr.  W.  £.  McLaren,  T.  G.  MeCnlloeh,  Jr. 

SPRINGFIELD. 
BRANCH  U.   8.  CHRISTIAN  COMMISSION. 
James  L.  Lamb,  ChairTnan,  H.  S.  Dickerman,  Corresponding  Secretary. 

&  R.  Ulrieh,  Treasurer.  Rer.  Shepard  WeUs,  Field  AyenL 

QUINCT. 

AUXILIARY  TO  ST.  LOUIS  (MO.)  BRANCH. 

Rot.  S.  H.  Emery. 

WISCON8IK. 

wiaacMunN  branch  u.  s.  christian  commission. — headquarters: 

MILWAUKEE. 
Waltor  S.  Carter,  Chairman. 

Jgkn.  A.  Dnicher,  Treasurer.  D.  W.  Perkins,  Secretary. 

Wm.  H.  Sinclair,  Milwaake«:  Hon.  S.  D.  Hastings,  Madison, 

Hon.  £.  D.  Holton,        «  E.  G.  Durant,  Kenosha. 

J.  T.  Bradford,  «  G.  H.  Stewart,  Beaver  Dam. 

L.  H.  Kellogg,  "  M.  P.  Lindsley,  Green  Bay. 

John  Johnston.  **  A.  P.  Waterman,  Beloit. 

George  W.  Alien,  "  C.  J.  Pettibone,  Fon-du-Lac. 

A.  W.  Kellogg,  *<  Hon.  George  Gale,  GalesTlUe. 

Edwin  Hyde,  "  Hon.  J.  H.  Rountree,  PlatteTiBe. 

S.  S.  Sherman,  *«  Hon.  J.  B.  Doolittle,  Racine. 

H.  R.  Bond,  *•  Hon.  Wm.  £.  Smith,  Fox  Lake. 

Edward  Roddis,  "  Hon.  D.  Worthington,  Madison. 

0.  B.  Buttles,  «  George  L.  Field,  Ripon. 

August  Frank,  <*  J.  J.  Tschudy,  Monroej 

Jolm  Pritslaflf,  **  Frederick  Koehn,  Sheboygan. 

IOWA. 

KEOKUK. 
AUXILIARY  TO  ST.  LOUIS  (MO.)   BRANCH 
GoL  William  Thompson,  President  and  Treasurer. 

MISSOUBI. 

ST.  LOUIS. 
ST.  LOUIS  BRANCH  U.  S.  CHRISTIAN  COMMISSION. 

J.  W.  Molntyre,  ChairTnan.  J.  B.  Whitehead,  Recording  Secretary., 

Edwin  Ticknor,  Treasurer.  J.  H.  Parsons,  Correspondkig  Secretary. 

Rev.  T.  M.  Post,  D.D.,        Rer.  H.  Cos,  George  Partridge, 

Rev.  H.  A.  Nelson,  Rev.  8.  J.  Niccolls,  L  S.  Smyth, 

Rev.  W.  a.  Eliot,  Rtv.  J.  G.  Armstrong,        £.  0.  Stanard, 

J.  V.  Lyon. 
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MINNESOTA. 

MnOOEBOTA    BKANCH    U.  8.  CHBI8TIAN  COMMISSION. — HSADQUABSXSK: 

ST.  PAUL. 
George  W.  Presoott,  Prendmt, 
T.  D.  Simonton,  Viee-PrendaU,  H.  M.  Knox,  Corrapondmff  Seeretary, 

D.  D.  Merrill,  Tretuurtr.  H.  K.  Tajlor,  Micordmg  SUteretary, 


Q  F.  Batehelder,  1 
lloees  Cole,  j 


PAIRBAULT. 
LeTi  NuttiDg,  PresidenL 


Vke-Pretidenit, 


^.  S.  Randolph,  Seeritatf 
J.  W.  Griggs,  Treoiurer, 


CALIFORNIA. 

PACIFIC  BRANCH  U.  8.  CHRISTIAN  COMMISSION. — HBABQUARTERS : 
SAN  FRANCISCO. 

J.  B.  Roberts,  PraidenU 

Rot.  £.  Thomas,  Sicr^iaiy, 
Hon.  £.  D.  Sawyer,  H.  H.  Haight, 

Maj.  Gen.  L.  H.  Allen,        Hon.  Samuel  Cowles, 
J.  T.  Dean,  L.  B.  Benohley, 


P.  Bather,  Treoiurer, 
Hon.  £.  Stanley, 
W.  H.  Coddington, 
Cyrus  Palmer, 


S.  B.  Stoddard, 


Henry  Button. 


Rer.  Charles  P.  Lyford,  \  a,^,,  • 

Rer.  Henry  B.  Lathrop.  /  ^*^*^- 

ladies'  CHRISTIAN  COMMISSION  OF  THE  PACIFIO. 
Mrs.  Dr.  Mary  £.  Keeney,  PremdmL 
Mrs.  Mi^.  Gen.  McDowell,  ] 
Mrs.  A.  G.  Stiles, 


Mrs.  S.  B.  Stoddard, 
Mrs.  J.  Middleton, 
Mrs.  P.  Beggs, 
Mrs.  W.  H.  Gladwin,  Treaturer. 


Viee-Pruideni*, 


Mrs.  £.  Thomas,  Recording  Secntaqf^ 


Miss  Jane  Gray,  Ccrrupimdmg  Secretary, 


Mrs.  J.  I.  N.  Shephard, 
Mrs.  Nourse, 
Miss  Kelsey, 
Mrs.  D.  L.  Beck, 
Mrs.  Dr.  Tuthill, 


Mrs.  J.  Bacon, 


BXBCUTiva  oommittsb: 
Mrs.  C.  £.  Hinkley, 
Mrs.  J.  W.  Cox, 
Mrs.  A.  J.  Dowrer, 
Mrs.  Alonzo  Wakeman, 
Mrs.  J.  H.  NeTins. 


Mrs.  J.  H.  Poole, 
Mrs.  M.  D.  Strong, 
Miss  Hall, 

Mrs.  Dr.  WilliamsAi, 
Mrs.  Dr.  J.  N.  Home, 


Mrs.  W.  Greene. 


SACRAMENTO. 
Rot.  N.  R.  Peck,  Chairman, 
Rer.  J.  S.  McDonald,  Secretary,  Dr.  R.  H.  McDonald,  Treoiurer. 

R^RESENTATIVES  OF  VARIOUS  ARMY  COMMITTEES. 


Stockton :  Austin  Sperry,  Chairman, 
N(^ :  George  Goodman. 

MaryevtOe.  -[  Mr.  Hudson. 
St,  JoeS:  Rer.  Lucius  Hamilton, 
Santa  Clara :  Prof.  Bannister. 
Nevada:  J.  N.  Turner. 
Bemcia:  Rot.  Dr.  Woodbridge. 
VaUt^o:  RcY.  N.  B.  Klink. 
Healdtburg:  Mr.  Wilson. 

CetUreville:  Rev.  B.  M.  Seymour. 
Petaiuma:  Prof.  Lippett. 


Shasta:  Rev.  Mr.  Macomber. 

Smarttville:  Mrs.  Simpson. 
Sed  Bluff:  Rev.  Mr.  Hurd. 
v-^i.^    7  Bcv«  Mr.  McDougal. 
^'^^'i  Rev.  Mr.  Cain. 
CopperopoUe:  Judge  Rodgers. 
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NEVADA. 

nYABA  BRANCH  U.  S.  CHRISTIAN  COMMISSION.— HEADQUARTERS: 
VIRGINIA  CITY. 
Rev.  Franklin  Rising,  Virginia.  Pret.  of  Ex,  Com, 
Rot.  0.  Whittaker,  Gold  Hill,  Secretary, 
R«T.  C.  V.  Anthony,  Virginia.  Wm.  M.  Stuart,  «« 

Eer.  D.  H.  Palmer,  •*  Simon  Fraxer,  " 

T.  H.  Pinkerton,  ««  '         Roy.  W.  W.  Macomber,  Gold  Hill 

W.  W.  Winton,  •«         ^  F.  P.  Ball,  " 

J.  B.  Winters,  Gold  Hill. 
Rev.  A.  F.  White,  Chainuan  of  Carton  Committee, 
Capt.  Cheever,  *«  Ophir  •« 

Hon.  Judffe  Haydon,  *<  JJayton         ** 

Roy.  H.  McGrath,      "  Wathoe        «« 

OBEGON. 

OREGON  BRANCH  U.  S.  CHRISTIAN  COMMISSION.— HEADQUARTERS 

PORTLAND. 

Rer.  J.  H.  Atkinson,  President. 

Rev.  0.  S.  Framber,  Secretary, 

,  '  W.  S.  Ladd,  Treaturer, 

J,  N.  Dolph,  J.  R.  Weeks,  H.  W.  Corbett, 

Rer.  D.  Rutledge,  Rev.  P.  S.  Caffrey,  Rev.  S.  Cornelius. 

REPESENTATIVES  OF  VARIOUS  ARMY  COMMITTEES. 
JmekeonvUle:  Rev.  Mr.  Miller.  ^^.^ .  /  Rev.  D.  Leslie, 

Roeebury:  Rev.  D.  L.  Spalding.  ^''^^'  \  Mr.  Parrish. 

Eugene  City:  Rev.  Mr.  Lewis.  McMinnville:  Rev.  George  Chandler* 

CorvoMie:  Rev.  Mr.  Wylie.  Forest  Grove:  Rev.  Mr.  March. 

Albany:  Rev.  Mr.  Irvin.  a  4    '      /  W.  L.  Adams, 

BrownsviUe:  Rev.  Mr.  Geary.  Astoria,   -^  j^^  ^^j^ 

Le^fayette:  Judge  Cowles.  The  Dalles:  Dr.  Steele. 

Oregon  City:  Rov.  Mr.  Stearns. 

WASHINOTON  TEBBITOBT. 

FORT  VANCOUVER. 
Ber.  Mr.  Hinds.  Brig.  Gen.  Alvord. 

GEITEBAL  HOME  COLLECTING  AGENTS. 

Rev.  Robert  Patterson,  D.D.,  Rev.  Geo.  J.  Mingins, 

Rev.  C.  P.  LyforJ,  Rev.  U.  D.  Lathrop, 

Rev.  C.  C.  MoCabe. 
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UNITED  STATES  CHRISTIAN. COMMISSION. 


By  the  blessing  of  God  on  the  Federal  arms,  this,  the  Fourth  An- 
nual Report,  closes  the  work  of  the  United  States  Christian  Com- 
mission. 

The  Commission  was  created  for  a  special  6bject — to  make  a 
channel  through  which  the  affection  and  solicitude  and  piety  of 
those  at  home  might  be  fitly  carried  to  the  Army  and  Navy,  where, 
by  some  of  its  members,  nearly  every  loyal  family  was  taking  part 
in  the  great  struggle  for  country,  and,  at  the  same  time,  afford  a 
medium  through  which  a  fair  representation  of  the  toil  and  suffer- 
ing and  necessities  of  men  under  arms,  might  be  brought  directly 
to  the  people.  As  these  homes,  on  the  return  of  peace,  have  been, 
one  by  one,  receiving  back  the  volunteers,  father  and  brother  and 
son,  the  work  of  the  Commission  has  gradually  and  naturally  drawn 
to  a  close. 

To  the  wishes  and  propositions  of  many  earnest  Christian  labor- 
ers, that  the  Commission  should  be  perpetuated,  and  throw  the 
power  of  such  combined  religious  effort  and  sympathy  into  some 
other  channel  of  Christian  labor,  we  have  thought  but  one  answer 
proper.  The  churches  gave  us  a  specific  work  to  do.  That  work 
we  have  pursued  strictly,  and  with  such  success  as  has  been 
granted  unto  the  end ;  and  now  it  only  remains  for  us  to  give  an 
account  of  the  stewardships  and  surrender  the  trust  committed 
to  us. 
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Field  Work  for  1865. 

Special  attention  is  called  to  the  Reports  of  the  Agents  from  the 
several  fields,  given  elsewhere. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  work  of  the  Commission's  year,  up  to  the 
disbanding  of  the  armies,  has  been  a  continuance  and  expression  of 
that  of  previous  years. 

The  Diet  Kitchen  work,  un{^er  the  supervision  of  Mrs.  Annie 
Wittenmyer,  was  enlarged  in  the  West,  and  successfully  intro- 
duced into  the  hospitals  in  Washington  and  in  the  army  of  the 
James. 

.  £arlj  in  the  year,  Mr.  T.  B.  Ewing  became  the  General  Field 
Agent  in  the  army,  under  General  Thomas.  His  report  shows  a 
great  work  accomplished  under  more  than  ordinary  difficulties.  The 
battle  at  Nashville,  in  December,  and  the  frequent  and  sudden 
movements  of  the  troops  during  the  winter,  prevented  the  opportu- 
nity for  a  continued  religious  efibrt,  usually  afforded  by  an  army  in 
winter  quarters. 

Yet  at  Huntsville,  in  the  Fourth  Corps,  and  in  the  same  corps, 
at  Nashville,  in  the  spring,  there  was  such  a  degree  of  religious  in- 
terest manifested,  as,  in  any  one  of  our  churches  at  home,  would 
have  been  called  a  remarkable  revival.  The  labors,  as  given  in 
Mr.  Ewing's  Report,  of  Rev.  Mr.  McLeod,  who  accompanied  the 
^Sixteenth  Army  Corps  to  Mobile,  afforded  a  fine  illustration  of  the 
method  and  facility  of  the  Christian  Commission.  With  no  appli- 
jmces  but  his  chapel  tents  and  canvass  roofs,  depending  on  the 
good-will  and  kind  offices  of  the  men  and  their  commanders,  and 
supported  by  the  prayers  and  gifts  of  the  soldiers*  friends  in  Ohio 
and  Western  Pennsylvania,  and  Western  New  York,  he  marched  to 
the  Gulf  with  those  twenty  thousand  men,  the  sole  representative  of 
the  Commission,  and  made  it  felt  as  a  power  for  good,  spiritual  and 
temporal,  in  every  regiment  of  the  corps. 

The  field  work  in  the  Mississippi  Valley  is  set  forth  in  the  Re- 
|iort  of  the  St.  Louis  Branch.  Rev.  J.  R.  Miller  sketches  accu- 
rately the  Commission  campaign  in  the  Shenandoah.  The  Report 
of  the  Washington  Commission,  by  Mr.  Ballantyne,  is  accompanied 
hj  the  Reports  and  sketches  of  the  station  agents  in  that  Depart- 
ment. 

In  the  Reports  of  the  Commission  in  the  armies  operating  against 
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Richmond,  additional  to  the  Genei^al  Field  Agent's  sketch,  we  have 
given  extended  reports  of  the  Field  and  Station  and  Corps  Agents, 
believing  that  the  interest  derived,  from  accounts  by  eye-witnesses, 
will  justify  the  partial  repetition,  and  because  this  final  Report 
furnishes  a  last  opportunity  to  record  in  detail,  a  work  whose 
leading  features  have  been  called  forth  for  the  first,  and,  we  trust, 
the  last  time  in  the  history  of  our  land. 

The  late  work,  in  Texas,  is  given  more  in  detail  than  that  of  any 
other  part  of  the  year,  because  of  its  value  in  showing  what  needs 
to  be  done,  and  what  can  be  done  for  our  army  in  time  of  peace* 
We  trust  that  the  difi*erent  Christian  organizations  will  see  how 
wide  and  hopeful  a  field  of  Christian  labor  is  to  be  always  found 
among  seventy-five  thousand  troops  of  our  standing  army.  The 
American  Church  can  never  again  neglect  the  American  soldier. 

There  are  many  laborers,  both  at  home  and  in  .the  field,  whose 
names  deserve  a  record  in  a  last  report.  But  the  list  would  grow 
beyond  reasonable  limit.  The  157  ladies,  working  unobtrusively 
in  our  diet  kitchens,  and  attracting  little  attention  outside  the  hos- 
pital ground,  have  been  to  many  soldiers  the  greater  part  of  the 
Christian  Commission.  They  have  received  a  nominal  compensa- 
tion, hardly  sufficient  to  meet  extra  expenses,  and  sometimes  that 
has  gone  for  the  purchase  of  delicacies  for  the  sick. 

The  Report  of  Jno.  Patterson,  Esq.,  on  the  supply  of  horses  and 
wagons  for  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  is  too  long  for  insertion 
here.  The  Executive  Committee  have  twice  shown  their  high  ap- 
appreciation  of  his  services  by  resolutions  of  thanks  and  warm  com. 
mendation. 

The  name  of  Rev.  A.  G.  McAuley,  a  constant  and  indispensable 
helper  in  Philadelphia,  does  not  appear,  because  of  the  impossibility 
of  reporting  his  labors,  various  beyond  classification,  and  multiplied 
beyond  counting. 

We  regret  that  some  of  our  agents  and  army  commissioners  have 
failed  to  send  in  their  reports  in  time. 

We  submit,  herewith,  a  tabular  statement  of  the  receipts  and 
values,  and  distribution  and  work  of  the  year: 


52,382  66 

1,962  84 

80,713  69 

51,440  00 

13,325  00 

8,500  00 

82,234,165  88 
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GENERAL  SUMMARY  OF  RECEIPTS  AND  VALUES  FOR  1865, 

Cash  Receipts  of  all  the  offices ....' $828,357  70 

Value  of  Hospital  Stores  donated 1,115,457  73 

Value  of  Publications  donated ....". 83,026  26 

Value  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  donated  by  the  American 

Bible  Society 

Special  grantd  from  the  Boston  Y.  M.  C.  A 

Value  of  Volunteer  Delegates'  services 

Value  of  railroad,  steamboat  and  other  transportation  fa- 
cilities  

Value  of  Telegraph  facilities  from  Maine  to  California..... 
Value  of  rents  of  warehouses  and  offices 


SUMMARY  OF  WORK  AND  DISTRIBUTION  FOR  1865. 
No.  of  Boxes  of  Hospital  Stores  and  Publications  distri- 
buted   31,483 

Value  of  Stores  distributed $1,311,868  84 

Value  of  Publications  distributed $422,853  47 

Value  of  Stationery  distributed $31,834  71 

Value  of  Chapels  and  Chapel  Tents  erected $20,567  76 

Copies  of  Bibles,  Testaments,  and  Portions  of  Scripture 

distributed 328,879 

Copies  of  Hymn  and  Psalm  Booki  distributed 379,150 

Copies  of  Knapsack  Books  distributed 2,611,028 

Copies  of  Bound  Library  Books  distributed 159,781 

Copies  of  Magazines  and  Pamphlets  distributed 266,180 

Copies  of  Religious,  Weekly  and  Monthly  Newspapers  dis- 
tributed  .' 6,818,994 

Pages  of  Tracts 2,492,473 

Delegates  Commissioned 1,079 

Aggregate  Number  of  Days  of  Delegate  Service 49,982 

Number  of  Delegates  in  the  field,  January  1st,  1866 29 

There  are  two  items  in  these  tables  that  may  be  considered  re- 
presentative items :  one  of  the  Itome  work  and  the  other  of  field 
work  of  the  Commission — delegates  and  donations.  A  comparison 
of  these  with  the  same  items  in  the  tables  of  preceding  years,  will 
best  mark  the  growth  of  the  Commission,  rapid  and  continuous  to 
the  end. 
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During  the  first  year  of  the  Commission,  856  delegates  wer^ 
commissioned;  the  year  following,  1,207;  the  third  year,  2,217. 
In  the  four  months  of  the  present  year,  preceding  the  close  of  the 
war,  1,023  delegates  were  sent  out,  which  rate  continued  through 
the  year,  would  have  given  us  3,069.  Thiis  reckoning  the  delegates 
by  the  hundred,  for  more  ready  comparison,  they  show  an  annual 
growth  in  the  ratio  of  3,  12,  22,  30. 

In  the  first  year  our  receipts  amounted  to  $231,000;  in  the 
second  year  they  reached  $916,837 ;  in  the  third  year  we  had 
$2,882,347.  From  January  to  May,  one-third  of  a  year  of  aetive 
campaign,  $2,228,106,  which  rate,  continued  twelve  months,  would 
have  given,  for  this  last  year,  $6,684,315.  The  donations,  counted 
by  the  hundred  thousand,  make  an  increase  in  the  ratio  of  2,  9,  28, 
66. 

These  figures  show  a  steady  and  rapid  growth,  without  a  parallel 
in  the  history  of  Christian  charities.  Every  day  of  its  existence 
seems  to  have  given  the  Commission  a  wider  range  and  a  firmer 
hold  upon  the  affection  and  trust  of  the  churches  and  patriots  of 
the  land.  The  boxes  and  barrels  of  supplies,  and  the  voluntary 
donations  that  were  pouring  into  our  oflSces  from  well-nigh  every 
town  in  the  country,  when  the  news  of  the  great  victory  came,  are 
a  splendid  testimony  to  the  unflagging  enthusiasm  of  its  loyalty  and 
piety.  We  accept  this  continued  and  growing  favor  of  the  people 
as  their  endorsement  of  the  method  and  spirit  of  the  Commission. 

The  Commission  felt,  at  the  first,  that  the  work  undertaken  was 
unique.  Experience  in  other  benevolent  organizations,  could  fur- 
nish little  guide  here,  and,  consequently,  they  were  obliged  to  begin 
the  field  work  with  no  prescribed  plan  or  method,  except  that  it 
should  be  Christian,  and  in  accordance  with  Christian  precept, 
should  do  good  to  all,  as  there  was  opportunity,  by  ministering  to 
the  want  of  every  soldier  and  sailor  that  could  be  relieved.  The 
idea  of  direct  relief,  of  sending  men  to-  distribute  the  gifts  frT 
home,  in  person^  to  the  suffering  men,  soon  appears  prominent. 
Then  the  volunteer  system  of  unpaid  labor,  for  a  term  not  less  than 
six  weeks,  is  adopted,  first,  for  its  economy,  but  is  afterwards  con- 
tinued for  its  efficiency  and  adaptation  to  the  peculiarity  of  the 
work. 

It  was  found,  by  experience,  that  nothing  was  more  needed  by 
the  soldier,  in  his  long  absence  from  home,  than  these  fresh  in- 
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voices  of  home  feeling — the  piety  and  solicitade  of  the  sanctuary 
and  fireside  brought  to  the  field  by  these  frequent  changes  of  dele- 
gates; and  it  was  soon  found  that  friends  at  home  desired  nothing 
so  much  as  the  fresh,  reliable  pictures,  by  those  returned  laborers, 
of  a  soldier's  trials,  and  gratitude  and  readiness  to  receive  religious 
truth.  There  was  a  manifest  disadvantage  in  this  constant  intro- 
duction of  new  workers  to  the  field,  but  it  was  more  than  compen- 
sated by  the  fact  that  they  were  new — their  freshness  in  strength 
and  zeal  and  enthusiasm,  and  especially  in  sympathy  for  the  sufier- 
ing,  more  than  duplicated  their  power.  , 

Our  experience  in  the  field  has  justified  the  three  distinguishing 
characteristics  of  the  labor  of  the  Christian  Commission  as  a  relief 
agency  for  the  army,  viz :  that  it  should  be  direct,  voluntary  and 
Christian. 

The  organization  of  our  field  labor,  under  the  direction  of  the 
field  agents,  grew  from  first  to  last  into  compactness"  and  system; 
but  always  around  these  three  characteristics  of  the  relief  under- 
taken, that  it  should  be  personal,  without  pay,  and  Christian. 

A  permanent  general  field  agent  in  each  army,  with  his  assistants, 
one  or  two  in  each  army  corps,  have  been  sufficient  to  give  direction 
and  control  to  all  the  delegates  who  volunteered  their  services  for 
the  term  of  six  weeks.  The  character  of  the  delegates,  for  the 
most  part  earnest  responsible  men,  fresh  in  strength  and  zeal, 
coming  out  at  a  sacrifice,  and  with  a  corresponding  mind  to  work, 
made  the  duty  of  directing  so  many,  even  in  untried  labor,  com- 
paratively easy.  Thus,  on  an  average  through  the  permanent 
services  of  each  agent,  we  have  made  available  volunteer  labbr 
equivalent  to  the  continuous  services  of  eight  men;  and  from  the 
five  thousand  volunteers  thus  directed,  we  have  secured  the  choicest 
talent  and  piety  of  the  land,  and  in  many  instances,  such  services 
as  could  have  been  secured  on  no  other  plan.  The  amount  of  un- 
paid labor  thus  brought  to  the  army,  is  equivalent  to  the  labor  of 
one  man  for  five  hundred  years. 

The  second  characteristic  of  the  relief,  personality,  has  also  jus- 
tified itself. 

It  is  better  to  go  to  a  man  in  trouble  than  to  send  to  him.  The 
people  could  not  go,  nor  could  the  family  friends.  The  Delegates 
of  the  Commission  were  the  family  representatives.  That  spirit  was 
constantly  inculcated,  that  the  delegate  was  the  father  or  brother 
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of  every  soldier  he  met,  and  what  the  absent  one  would  do  if  in  his 
place,  that  he  was  to  do;  and  it  has  been  extremely  gratifying  to 
see  how  generally  and  thoroughly  this  feeling  has  prevailed  among 
the  delegates,  and  how  readily  it  has  been  detected  by  the  soldiers, 
nntil  the  badge  of  tEe  Commission  became  an  invitation  to  the  sol- 
dier to  tell  all  his  troubles  even  lo  a  stranger,  and  oftentimes  to 
commit  his  watch  and  purse  to  that  stranger's  care  without  taking  a 
receipt  or  asking  his  name.  It  was  this  personal  relief  that  was 
needed  to  supplement  provision  made  by  the  government  for  the 
wants  of  a  great  army.  It  was  not  that  the  government  could  not 
afford  the  expense  of  comforts  and  delicacies,  but  because  it  could 
not  give  the  personal  attention  necessary  to  individual  cases.  Regu* 
lations  provide  abundantly  for  the  army  as  a  whole.  But  in  a  mil- 
lion of  men,  amid  the  shifting  emergencies  of  campaigns,  there  will 
be  exceptional  cases  of  so  large  a  variety,  that  no  regulation  can 
provide  for  all.  It  is  for  these  exceptional  cases  that  army  relief  is 
needed,  and  they  are  to  be  relieved,  not  according  to  classified  rules. 
Their  cases  and  conditions  are  so  peculiar  that  classification  is  im- 
possible, else  the  government  would  have  given  the  relief.  They 
can  be  reached  only  by  the  ministrations  of  a  friend  giving  himself 
personally  to  the  work,  and  having  within  his  reach  the  appropriate 
means.  And  it  was  to  this  personal  relief  that  each  delegate  was 
commissioned,  in  the  name  of  the  friends  he  represented  and  whose 
tokens  of  love  he  bore  to  the  camp  and  hospital.  This  absence  of 
constraining  rules,  and  consequent  freedom  of  action  by  the  dele- 
gates for  cases  where  necessary  military  rule  had  made  the  suffer- 
ing, gave  the  Commission  its  peculiar  power. 

In  any  question  of  supply,  the  delegate  was  enjoined  16  see  that 
the  soldier  needs  it,  and  then  see  that  he  gets  it. 

Of  the  third  characteristic,  little  needs  to  be  said.  Piety  is  cer- 
tainly no  disqualification  for  disbursing  public  benefactions  at  dis- 
cretion, and  when  in  the  nature  of  the  disbursement  no  satisfactory 
vouchers  can  be  given.  The  mode  of  bestowal  will  often  double  the 
value  of  the  gift.  Said  a  Wisconsin  soldier  in  our  rooms  at  Chatta- 
nooga, "These  socks  warm  a  fellow  before  he  gets  them  on."  How 
is  that?  "The  way  he  gets  them.*'  Often  have  soldiers  read  on 
our  board  at  Nashville,  "  If  you  are  in  trouble,  speak  to  any  man 
with  the  badge, — he  is  looking  for  you,"  and  wiped  tears  from  eyes 
that  have  looked  death  in  the  face  without  a  quiver.     Other  things 
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being  equal,  a  Christian  is  the  better  man  to  go  to  the  suffering. 
True  piety  will  give  a  gentler  touch  to  the  hand  that  washes  a  wound 
and  ties  a  bandage.  It  makes  counsel  more  effective^  and  finds  more 
readily  the  hidden  channels  of  sympathy.  It  makes  the  agent  or 
delegate  a  better  representative  of  home — any  home,  Christian  or 
not.  To  say  this  is  not  bigotry — it  is  loyalty  to  Christ  and  His 
truth.  ^ 

The  figures  we  have  given,  if  they  cannot  lie,  neither  can  tell 
the  full  truth.  Those  appeals,  in  the  name  of  Christ  and  country, 
to  crowded,  tearful  audiences,  in  the  churches  and  halls  of  the 
land;  by  them,  how  many  better  natures  have  been  touched,  and 
holier  purposes  evoked ! 

•Those  5,000  delegates,  pastors  and  laymen,  sent  forth  and  fol- 
lowed by  the  prayers  of  all  who  pray;  how  many  have  themselves 
been  stirred  and  quickened,  and  have  returned  home  clothed  with 
new  power  for  good !  To  how  many  weary  and  tempted  men  have 
they  brought  the  cheer  and  restraint  of  home !  Those  tracts,  knap- 
sack books  and  papers;  how  little  do  these  large  figures  show  of 
their  power  to  re-enforce  Christian  workers,  relieve  tedium,  quicken 
thought,  and  supplant  sin ! 

Those  Bibles  and  Testaments !  Given  freely  every  where,  and 
yet  scarcely  one  without  its  story ;  many  of  them  well  thumbed  and 
kept  close  and  safe  in  the  fight  or  march,  when  knapsack  and 
blanket  are  thrown  away. 

Those  Hymn-books !  The  companions  of  the  Testaments ;  how 
often  have  they  lightened  the  march  and  lighted  the  camp,  and 
brought  the  home  altar  nearer  the  soldier's  heart! 

Those  chapel  tents  and  log  churches  with  canvas  roofs,  dotting 
the  tented  fields !  How  full  of  encouragement  to  faithful  chaplains, 
and  how  precious  in  the  memory  of  thousands  who  confess  that  they 
were  born  there !    ^ 

Those  camp  sermons  and  prayer-meetings !  How  many  weary 
disciples  refreshed,,  and  wanderers  recovered — how  many  tears  of 
penitence  and  tears  of  joy*  in  new-born  hope— how  many  a  brave 
soldier's  manly  word  for  Christ  and  truth  have  they  witnessed ! 

Those  sheets  of  paper  ai^d  envelopes,  counted  by  millions  of  mil- 
lions, each  one  a  soldier's  messenger  to  his  home !  There  was  not 
one  too  many — not  an  envelope  but  was  freighted  with  tidings  that 
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seemed  long  delayed.     What  a  vast  work  have  thej  done  in  bring- 
ing CQmf  and  fireside  together ! 

Those  letters  written  by  delegates !  Some  of  tliem  dictated  on  the 
spot  where  a  young  patriot  was  lying  in  his  blood — others  bearing 
home  "last  words"  or  a  Jock  of  hair,  or  a  leaf  from  a  tree  over  a 
soldier's  grave.     Every  one  relieved  or  broke  some  anxious  heart. 

Those  millions  in  money  and  stores !  How  many  hard-earned 
dollars  gladly  given,  and  numberless  and  ntuneless  comforts,  filling 
boxes  and  barrels,  have  an  unwritten  history  in  their  gathering  and 
in  their  spending !  On  how  many  thousands  and  millions  of  hearts, 
young  and  old,  have  th^y  brought  down  the  blessedness  of  giving! 
How  many  old  have  grown  young  in  the  toil  gladly  accepted,  and 
how  many  young  workers  have  sprung  into  the  maturity  of  sacrifice 
and  labor!  To  how  many  patriots,  on  bloody  field  or  hospital  cot, 
have  these  gifts,  fragrant  with  the  touch  of  home,  brought  back 
courage  and  life!  An  unwritten  history,  indeed,  for  which  figures 
have  no  power,  indicated  only  by  the  love  that  gathered  thew,  and 
the  blessings  of  him  fetr  away,  that  was  ready  to  perish  without 
themi 
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Our  joy  in  being  permitted,  by  the  return  of  peace  to  the  land, 
and  the  soldiers  to  their  homes,  to  cease  the  labors  of  the  Commis- 
sion, is  shaded  with  regret.  Very  pleasant,  indeed,  have  been  our 
associations,  during  these  years,  with  those  who  have  toiled  for  the 
welfare  of  the  soldier  and  sailor.  We  cannot  allow  them  to  close 
without  thanksgiving  to  Ood  for  this  goodly  fellowship. 

We  do  not  forget  that  he  who  was  at  once  the  pride  and  hope  of 
the  nation,  an  early  and  devoted  friend  of  jthe  Commission,  a  most 
intimate  participator  at  our  meeting  one  year  ago,  has  not  been 
permitted  to  see  the  end  with  us.  President's  Lincoln's  apprecia- 
tion of  the  Christian  Commission  was  only  another  expression  of 
his  more  than  paternal  love  for  his  soldiers.  To  have  found  a  place 
in  such  a  heart,  and  the  approval  of  such  a  mind,  we  deem  a  special 
cause  for  thanksgiving. 

To  the  Secretary  of  War,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  the  heads 
of  the  different  departments  of  the  army  in  Washington,  and  to  the 
Lieutenant-Oeneral  and  all  his  commanders  in  the  field,  we  are  un- 
der peculiar  obligations.  They  have  not  only  allowed  and  approved, 
but  have  enabled  us  thus  to  minister  to  the  suffering. 
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To  the  army  committees  in  the  different  branches  of  the  Commis- 
sion— ^merchants  and  professional  men — who  have  left  their  ordinary 
bvsiness  to  give  time  and  strength  and  anxious  thought  for  the 
welware  of  the  soldier,  through  the  Christian  Commission,  we  have 
been  drawn  with  increasing  admiration  and  love.  Knowing  that 
they  have  their  reward,  we  desire  only  to  assure  them  that  in  our  , 

parting,  "the  tie  that  binds"  is  not  broken.  Memory  shall  keep  it 
ready  for  all  united  Christian  work  in  times  of  peace,  till  at  length, 
by  God's  grace,  it  holds  us  again,  united  in  the  service  above. 

To  the  pastors  of  churches,  the  children  in  the  Sunday  schools,  j 

and  to  the  thousands  and  millions  all  over  our  land  who  have  joined 
hands  with  us  in  these  ministrations  for  Christ,  no  words  of  ours 
can  adequately  set  forth  our  gratitude  in  this  farewell  hour.     Upon  ] 

them  we  have  leaned,  and  not  been  disappointed.  They  have  re- 
fused no  appeals  in  behalf  of  the  national  defenders.  Their  trust 
in  the  Commission,  and  their  generous  enthusiasm,  growing  and 
Bwelljng  to  the  last,  have  been  our  stay  and  strength. 

To  the  loyal  women  who,  in  leagues  and  aid  societies,  have  fed  I 

the  flame  of  piety  and  patriotism  in  our  homes,  and  in  heavy  hours, 
for  successive  years,  with  busy  fingers  and  devices  of  love,  have 
kept  the  hands  of  our  agents  and  delegates  in  the  field  so  full  of 
.comforts  for  suffering  patriots,  it  is  not  enough  to  say  we  are  pro- 
foundly grateful.  To  them,  under  God,  the  Commission  owes  its 
success.  We  only  anticipate  the  vef diet  of  the  future,  when  we  say 
that,  thus  far  in  human  history,  such  work  is  exclusively  theirs — a 
work  that  could  have  been  wrought  only  by  praying  wives  and 
mothers  and  sisters  in  behalf  of  imperilled  kindred  and  country. 

Finally,  to  God,  the  giver  and  guide  of  all,  we  join  with  each 
fellow-laborer  of  the  Christian  Commission,  in  thanksgiving  and 
praise.  The  work  is  His.  To  Him^  be  the  glory.  We  gave  the 
Commission  the  name  of  the  Master.  We  sent  it  forth  to  speak 
His  words  and  imitate  His  deeds.  Christ,  the  Lord,  has  accepted 
and  honored  it ;  and  now,  wherever  mention  shall  be  made  of  the 
work  it  has  accomplished,  we  desire  only  that  the  quick,  grateful, 
adoring  response  shall  be,  "See  what  the  Lord  hath  wrought!" 
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BRANCH  reports; 


Beport  of  Cinoumati  Branch,  United  States  Christian  Commission. 

From  the  first  of  January,  1865,  the  date  of  the  Ijtet  annual  Re- 
port, until  the  oflSce  was  closed,  about  the  middle  of  August,  the 
work  of  the  Cincinnati  Branch  continued  to  prosper.  It  was  un- 
derstood, soon  after  the  fall  of  Richmond,  that  the  business  of  the 
Commission  would  be  closed  up  as  speedily  as  possible.  Notwith- 
standing a  public  statement  to  this  effect,  the  people  of  Ohio  con- 
tinued to  furnish  the  means  necessary  to  carry  on  our  operations 
creditably  and  successfully,  until  supplies  were  no  longer  needed. 
Some  of  the  most  prominent  items  of  receipts  and  distributions  are 
given  in  the  following  table: 

Number  of  Boxes,  &c.,  of  Stores  senfc  to  the  Field,  or  distri- 
buted at  Home,  exclusive  of  .those  sent  to,  or  received 

from  the  Central  or  Branch  offices 3,446 

Number  of  Boxes,  &c.,  of  Publications  sent  to  the  Field, 
or  distributed  at  Home,  exclusive  of  those  sent  to,  or  re- 
ceived from  Central  or  Branch  offices ^ 161 

Number  of  Boxes  of  Stores  donated  directly  to  this  Branch  3,114 

Number  of  Boxes  of  Publications  donated  directly  to  this 

Branch 27 

Estimated  value  of  these  donated  Stores $289,602  74 

Estimated  value  of  these  donated  Publications 3,024  00 

DISTRIBUTION   OP   PUBLICATIONS, 

Exclusive  of  those  received  from^  or  sent  to  Central  office  during  1865. 

Number  of  copies  of  Scriptures,  or  portions  of  them 9,940 

Number  of  Hymn  and  Psalm  Books 55,091 
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Number  of  Soldiers'  and  Sailors'  Knapsack  Books,  in  paper 

or  flexible  coyers 458,083 

Number  of  Bound  Volumes  of  Library  and  other  Books...  8,678 

Number  of  Magazines  and  Pamphlets ,       18,117 

Aggregate  number  of  Weekly  and  Monthly  Beligious  News- 
papers   803,236 

Number  of  Pages  of  Tracts 101,658 

In  making  up  this  final  statement  of  our  Branch  of  the  United 
States  Christian  Commission,  it  is  due  the  generous  people  who 
have  so  freely  contributed  to  sustain  it,  to  make  a  grateful  acknow- 
ledgment of  their  untiring  liberality. .  From  the  opening  of  the 
oflSce,  at  No.  51  Vine  street,  until  it  was  closed,  an  uninterrupted 
stream  of  money  And  stores  poured  in  upon  us  from  the  patriotic 
men  and  women  of  the  West,  and  especially  of  the  State  of  Ohio. 
Soldiers'  Aid  Societies  and  Ladies'  Christian  Commissions,  by  scores, 
and  hundreds,  kept  us  supplied  with  the  means  to  minister  largely  to 
the  comfort  and  temporal  wants  of  our  noble  boys  in  blue !  We  held 
no  large  sum  of  money  in  our  treasury,  believing  that  Providence 
would  furnish  us  the  means  to  do  our  work.  God  honored  the  faith 
of  his  servants — since,  although  our  funds  were  often  low,  we  never 
were  without  the  means  to  meet  our  obligations. 

The  removal  of  Rev.  E.  P.  Smith,  the  eflScient  and  successful 
Field  Agent  of  our  department,  to  the  eastern  work,  was  felt  to  be 
a  severe  loss.  From  the  beginning  he  had  superintended  the  work 
in  the  West  with  a  sagacity,  discrimination  and  zeal  worthy  of  the 
highest  praise.  His  self-denying  labors,  amid  sufiering  and  per- 
sonal dangers,  in  behalf  of  his  country,  in  all  the  dark  days  and 
months  of  the  great  rebellion,  should  endear  him  to  the  hearts  of 
his  countrymen. 

His  place,  at  Nashville,  was  well  filled  by  Mr.  T.  R.  Ewing,  an 
earnest  Christian  gentleman,  and  a  most  genial,  kind-hearted  man 
and  efficient  administrator.  Mrs.  E.  P.  Smith  remained  in  charge 
of  the  *'home"  at  Nashville,  performing  a  service  for  which  few 
women  could  have  been  found  equally  qualified,  with  a  cheerful- 
ness and  a  hearty  enthusiasm  worthy  of  all  honor.  Hundreds  and 
thousands  of  soldiers,  who  have  been  in  the  hospitals  of  Nashville, 
will  remember  Mrs.  Smith  to  their  dying  day.  Not  a  few  will  join 
in  gratitude  with  an  Illinois  soldier,  who  said  to  the  friend  at  his 
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cot,  taking  his  dying  message,  *'Tell  Mrs.  Smith  I  shall  thank  her 
in  heaven  for  the  ice." 

The  transfer  of  Rev.  J.  F.  Loyd,  to  the  Louisville  agency,  was 
an  important  and  satisfactory  change.  Under  his  wise  and  faithful 
administration,  and  by  the  transfer  of  Gen.  Sherman  to  Louis- 
ville, this  became  one  of  our  most  interesting  fields.  We  believe 
that  the  Christian  Commission  has  had  few  workers  more  reliable, 
faithful  and  competent  than  Mr.  Loyd.  The  statistical  tables,  pub- 
lished in  this  report,  will  exhibit  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of 
the  year.  During  the  last  year  of  our  work,  our  financial  records 
were  kept  by  Mr.  W.  J.  Breed,  of  the  Commission,  who  rendered 
thus,  gratuitously,  a  service  of  great  magnitude  and  importance,  in 
addition  to  his  very  liberal  cash  contributions. 

,  A.  E.  Chamberlain  &  Co.,  have  given  lis  office  and  store-room, 
without  charge. 

Our  President,  Mr.  Qhamberlain,  continued  to  serve  the  cause, 
with  unabated  zeal  and  success,  until  the  last.  For  more  than  two 
years  all  his  time  was  consecrated  to  his  suffering  country.  By 
public  addresses,  all  over  Ohio,  he  aroused  the  aeal  of  others,  and 
contributed,  more  largely  than  any  other  person,  to  make  the 
Christian  Commission  the  people's  favorite  channel  of  communica- 
tion with  the  army.  In  this  work  of  appeal  to  the  people  at  home, 
we  have,  also,  been  very  largely  aided  by  services  most  cheerfully 
and  efficiently  rendered  by  Hon.  Bellamy  Storer  and  Rev.  B.  W. 
Chidlaw.  The  volume  which  records  the  closing  labors  of  so  benefi- 
cent an  institution,  would  be  incomplete  and  unsatisfactory,  if  it 
did  not  make  special  mention  of  these  noble  men,  who  rendered 
such  unselfish  and  signal  service  to  the  best  government  God  ever 
gave  to  man,  in  the  darkest  hour  of  its  Whole  history. 

John  F.  Marlay,  Secretary. 


fieport  of  the  Army  Committee  of  the  Boston  Toung  Hen's  Christian 
Association,  for  the  year  ending  Pec.  Slst,  1865. 

The  Committee,  in  presenting  their  fourth  annual  report,  would, 
with  profound  gratitude,  recognize  the  fact  that  the  fratricidal  war 
commenced  in  our  country  in  1861,  has,  by  the  victorious  army  of 
the  Union,  under  the  signal  blessing  of  Almighty  God,  been  brought 
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to  a  successful  and  final  termination.  The  Christian  Commission, 
which  has  been  steadily  augmenting  its  power  and  usefulness,  has 
never  more  eflSciently  extended  and  applied  its  labors  than  during 
the  eventful  and  closing  scenes  of  the  war.  Through  the  unfailing 
and  generous  response  of  the  people  in  various  parts  of  New  Eng- 
land, to  every  appeal  made  by  this  Committee,  they  have  been  en- 
abled to  continue  their  active  co-operation  in  the  work  of  the  Com- 
mission. 

The  facts  which  they  have  now  the  privilege  to  record,  show  that 

New  England,  during  the  past  year  as  heretofore,  has  shared  in  the 

.  grateful  duty  of  alleviating  the  bodily  sufferings,  and  of  ministering 

also  to  the  spiritual  necessities^  of  the  soldiers  and  seamen,  by  whose 

valor  and  sacrifice  her  homes  have  been  defended. 

The  Ca$h  Receipts  by  the  Committee  during  the  year  have 

been, $87,826  24 

917  Packages  of  material  supplies  have  been  received  and 

distributed  through  the  agency  of  delegates,  valued  at...      114,625  00 

Books  and  publications  distributed  as  per  detailed  state- 
ment in  tabular  form,  valued  at 46,350  00 


$248,801  24 

Contributions  on  the  Merchant's  Exchange. 

We  should  do  injustice  to  our  fellow-citizens  of  Boston,  if  we 
should  omit  again  to  recognize  their  noble  generosity  in  response  to 
every  appeal  made.  On  three  occasions  during  the  war  the  agency 
of  this  Committee  was  offered  to  the  public  in  the  Merchant's  Ex- 
change Reading  Room,  through  the  courtesy  of  F.  •H.  Palmer,  Su- 
perintendent, in  behalf  of  its  liberal  proprietors,  and  the  whole 
amount  of  contributions  made  there,  have  been  but  little  short  of 
one  hundred  thou9and  dollars. 

The  total  amount  of  cash  receipts  by  the  Committee  since  its  first 
organization  have  been  $405,852  96. 

Of  the  numerous  volumes  of  religious  reading  distributed,  espe- 
cial attention  has  been  given  to  compiling  and  publishing  the  "  Sol- 
dier's Hymn  Book,"  ani  the  large  number  of  copies  which  have 
been  forwarded  in  response  to  urgent  and  frequent  requests  from 
the  army  gives  evidence  of  the  popularity  of  this  invaluable  solace 
to  the  soldiers. 

The  life  and  character  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Dahlgren,  was  re- 
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garded  as  so  distinguished  for  piety  and  heroism,  as  to  be  worthy 
to  be  placed  prominently  before  the,  minds  of  the  young  soldiers. 
Under  the  direction  of  the  Committee,  about  two  thousand  volumes 
of  his  biography  have  been  published,  by  the  aid  of  a  special  donation 
from  Hon.  A.  A.  Lawrence.  The  following  letter  attests  the  grar 
titude  of  the  father  for  this  tribute  to  the  memory  of  his  son : 

U.  S.  Flag  Ship,  *<  Philadelphia," 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  CJ.,  Nov.  24,  1864. 
Mr.  L.  p.  Rowland,  Jr., 

Agent  Army  Committee  Young  Men' 9 

Christian  Association^  Boston,  Mass. : 
My  Dear  Sir  : — I  have  only  just  now  received  the  copies  of  tto 
memorial  of  my  son,  which  your  Association  has  been  pleased  to 
assign  a  place  among  its  publications  for  distribution. 

I  am  unable  to  express  my  grateful  thanks  to  you  for  this  token 
of  regard  to  my  gallant  boy. 

It  comes  fittingly  from  those  who,  by  their  youth  and  convictions, 
Religious  and  Patriotic,  represent  the  class  to  which  the  young  sol- 
dier belonged. 

Tou  may  be  assured  that  this  mark  of  remembrance  for  my  be- 
loved son,  will  always  be  cherished  by  me  with  feelings  that  lan- 
guage would  fail  to  convey,  and  which  will  be  borne  in  my  memory 
to  the  end,  with  the  never  absent  recollection  of  himself. 

With  my  fervent  wishes  for  the  prosperity  of  the  Association  and 
its  members, 

I  am  most  gratefully  and  truly, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  S.  Dahlgren, 
Hear  Admiral  Com.  So.  Atlantic  Block;  g  Squadrcm. 
From  the  many  lettbrs  received  from  the  soldiers  bearing  testi- 
mony to  the  appreciation  and  happy  influence  of  the  religious  books 
which  have  been  distributed,  we  select  a  few  extracts  only: 

Camp  of  the  6th  Vt.  Vols., 
Nov.  19th,  1864. 
L.  P.  Rowland,  Jr., 

Agenty  Army  Committee^  Yowng  Men's 

Christian  Association,  Boston. 
Dear  Sir: — I  thankfully  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  bundle 
of  hymn-books,  tracts  and  papers,  quite  exceeding  my  anticipations; 
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bat  as  I  had  them,  it  became  both  a  pleasurcy  and  a  duty,  to  dis- 
tribute them  throagh  the  regiment.  They  were  received  eagerly , — 
the  supply  far  below  the  demand ;  more  so,  as  our  new  chaplain^ 
brother  William  Webster,  had  not  then  received  his  prombed  bun- 
dle, nor  has  he  yet.  I  read  and  lent  mine,  and  now  would  ask  more^ 
because  the  reading  of  such  good  books  and  papers  makes  us  heUer 
-men.  Every  evening  I  listen  to  those  hymns  from  the  humble  tents 
of  my  fellow  comrades.  True,  there  are  but  tifew  of  the  ^^ faithful^'* 
but,  with  God's  grace,  more  will  be  brought  in  this  winter.  We 
have  an  efficient  chaplain,  and  we  take  courage. 

May  God  bless  you  in  your  labors  for  the  preservation  of  our 
squls!  We  pray  for  your  welfare,  although  strangers  on  earth. 
We  appreciate  these  gifts,  and  determine  to  live  as  Christian  sol- 
diers,— "  to  endure  hardness  as  such."  I  will,  if  God  spare  me 
through  this  service,  accept  your  invitation  to  visit  your  rooms  at  5 
Tremont  Temple.  I  was  in  Boston  on  this  conscript  business,  and 
bought  my  precious  Bible  at  the  Massachusetts  Bible  Association, 
near  the  American  Tract  Society.  I  would  not  come  in  ahead  of 
our  chaplain  in  getting  reading  from  you.  You  can  send  it  to  him. 
But  I  know  of  his  sending  elsewhere;  so  if  you  send  me  another 
bundle,  I  assure  you  they  shall  be  faithfully  distributed. 
I  am  yours  truly, 

Serg't.  George  C.  Babcock, 

Co.  jP,  Qth  Vt.  Voh. 

Savannah,  Georgia,  March  4, 1865.    ! 
li.  P.  Rowland,  Jr.,  Agents  ^c. 

Dear  Sir: — Your  kind  letter  of  February  22d,  was  received  last 
evening.  Allow  me  once  more  to  thank  you  for  your  kindness  to 
me,  an  entire  stranger.  I  am  a  poor  young  man,  without  rank, 
name  or  education;  but  I  trust  that  I  "know  that  my  Redeemer 
liveth,"  and  pray  that  I  may  be  found  faithful  to  Him  as  long  as  I 
live.  You  signified  your  willingness  to  send  me  some  more  reading 
matter,  if  I  desired  it.  If  I  should  send  for  any  more  for  myself,  I 
should  feel  as  though  I  was  acting  selfishly,  having  already  received 
rau6h  more  than  I  expected;  but  if  you  wish  to  send  me  some  tracts 
or  small  books  to  distribute  among  the  soldiers,  it  would  afibrd  me 
great  satisfaction  to  be  the  agent  of  your  wishes.  There  is  a  strong 
probability  of  our  leaving  here  soon.     The  3d  Brigade  of  our  Di- 
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Yision  is  embarking  to-daj.  So,  if  yon  send  books  of  much  weighty 
they  would  be  inconvenient  to  carry.  But  knowing  that  your  judg- 
ment is  far  superior  to  mine,  I  leave  it  to  you.  Hoping  you  will 
excuse  me  for  trespassing  so  much  on  your  time, 

I  remain, 
■     Your  brother  in  Christ^ 

Albert  E.  Quaipb.    ^ 

The  fact  that  nearly  all  the  sick  and  wOunded  men  are  sent,  to 
hospitals  as  near  to  the  seat  of  war  as  possible,  has  relieved  Massa* 
chusetts,  to  a  great  extent,  from  the  duty  and  the  privilege  of 
ministering  to  them  at  home,  and  hence  the  labors  of  this  Commit* 
tee  have  been  mainly  through  the  agency  of  delegates  on  the  battle- 
field, or  in  field  hospitals,  although  the  recruiting  camps  at  Reitd* 
ville,  and  at  Galloupe's  Island  in  Boston  Harbor,  have  received  a 
share  of  our  labors.  » 

The  thousands  of  seamen  on  board  the  U.  S.  receiving-ship  Ohio, 
at  the  navy-yard  in  Charlestown,  for  enlistment,  receive  regular 
ministrations  and  kiud  attentions  from  members  of  the  Young 
Men's  Christian  Association,  independently  of  this  Committee; 
and  the  disabled  soldiers,  honorably  discharged  from  service,  finci 
an  asylum  in  the  Discharged  Soldiers'  Home  in  this  city,  where 
their  spiritual  wants  receive  the  regular  care  of  a  Chaplain  and 
other  competent  religious  guides.  The  sphere  of  action  of  this 
Committee  has  been  limitedy  therefore^  chiefly  to  the  coUeetion  of 
funds  and  to  forwarding  supplies  for  distribution  from  the  Central 
Office  in  Philadelphia. 

The  following  letter  is  an  evidence  of  the  deep  interest  of  our 
countrymen,  residing  in  distant  lands,  in  our  labors : 

Missionary  House,  Pbmberton  Square 
Boston,  June  6, 1864. 
L.  P.  Rowland,  Esq., 

Agent  U.  S.  Christian  Commission^  Boston: 
Dear  Sir:  Herewith  I  send  you  a  box  of  wine,  which  a  lady 
missionary  in  Turkey  has  forwarded  for  the  use  of  our  sick  and 
wounded  soldiers.  She  does  /lot  wish  her  name  mentioned,  but  I 
would  state  that  she  is  a  widow,  whose  husband  was  murdered  a 
few  years  since,  after  a  brief  but  very  active  and  fruitful  missionarj^ 
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life.     She  remains  in  the  field,  laboring  with  great  devotion, 
subjoin  an  extract  from  her  letter  to  me,  in  regard  to  the  wine. 
Very  truly  yours, 

Jamss  M.  Gordon,  Treasurer. 


"Kessab,  July  18,  1864. 

I  have  just  ordered  a  box,  containing  wine,  sent  to  your  care  for 
the  sick  and  wounded  of  our  army.  It  is  marked  'Christian  Com- 
mission, U.  8.  A.*  You  will  please  see  that  through  this  society, 
or  some  other,  it  reaches  the  sick  and  wounded.  The  wine  is  more 
than  four  years  old,  and  I  know  it  to  be  the  pure  juice  of  the 
grape;  it  having  been  made  by  our  native  doctor  at  Aintab.  You 
need  not  give  my  name,  but  present  it  from  one  who  is  grateful  for 
kindness  shown  to  a  wounded  and  dying  husband;  and  who,  though 
far  away,  would  fain  give  the  widow's  mite  to  her  country." 

Two  hundred  and  forty-seven  volunteer  and  unpaid  delegates, 
from  New  England,  nearly  all  of  whom  were  clergymen,  have  en- 
gaged in  the  service  of  the  Commission  during  the  past  yea)*. 
Their  energetic  and  invaluable  labors  have  earned  for  them  the 
blessings  of  numberless  suffering  and  dying  men,  and  of  their 
grateful  relatives  at  home.  To  this  noble  band  of  volunteers  the 
Boston  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  has  contributed  one  of 
its  most  earnest  and  eff  cient  members. 

The  truly  heroic  and  self-denying  character  of  the  ministrations 
of  our  devoted  young  Christian  brother,  James  S.  Kimball,  under 
great  exposure,  by  which  his  life  was  forfeited,  in  Nashville,  on 
10th  December  last,  has  enshrined  his  memory  in  the  hearts  of  his 
early  associates,  and  has  left  an  example  worthy  of  their  highest 
respect  and  emulation. 

Of  the  labors  and  striking  incidents  of  the  closing  hours  of  his 
life.  Rev.  E.  P.  Smith,  Field  Agent,  writes: 

In  that  first  night  of  the  battle,  while  we  lay  listening  to  Jack- 
son's appeal  to  his  Saviour,  the  party  in  reserve,  after  the  day's 
duty  in  the  hospital,  were  gathered  around  the  dying  bed  of  a 
brother  delegate,  at  our  home  in  the  city.  James  S^  Kimball,  of 
\  Boston,  who  had  declined  a  commission  in  the  army  to  give  gratui- 
tous service  in  the  Christian  Commission,  had  preached  in  the  bar^ 
racks  a  few  evenings  before,  and  finding  a  soldier  without  coat  or 
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blanket,  shivering  in  the  cold,  loaned  him  his  shawl,  forgetting  his 
own  peculiar  exposure  to  the  night  wind,  after  the  ezcitement  of  a 
preaching  service.  The  next  day  he  was  prostrate  with  a  chill  that 
brought  congestion  and  brain  fever.  As  the  guns  from  Fort  Neg- 
lej  multiplied  into  a  hundred  batteries  along  the  line,  and  made 
the  windows  shake,  his  zeal  for  aouls  seemed  to  kindle.  He  was 
passing  through  the  barracks  and  hospital  wards,  gathering  ima- 
gined congregations,  leading  them  in  song  and  prayer,  and  exhort- 
ing them  most  earnestly  to  a  new  life.  So  he  continued  to  the 
last.  It  was  his  soul,  Kimball  himself,  after  an  overworked  brain 
had  broken  down,  holding  fast  to  the  pne  idea  of  his  life,  salvation 
now  for  those  who  believe  in  Christ;  and  thus  he  passed  through 
fever  and  delirium,  to  be  in  the  world  above  wear  and  weariness, 
"forever  with  the  Lord." 

The  exigencies  occasioned  by  the  war  which  brought  into  exist- 
ence^the  Christian  Commission,  have  nearly  passed  away,  and  its 
special  duties  will  probably  cease  before  the  close  of  this  year,  un* 
less  it  shall  be  thought  expedient  to  continue  its  labors  with  such 
portion  of  the  army  and  navy  as  may  be  retained  in  service.  The 
young  men  are  now  to  be  gratefully  welcomed  to  the  homes  which 
they  have  defended.  They  have  created  a  new  and  stronger  claim 
on  the  community  to  throw  around  them,  especially  in  cities, 
through  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  the  kindly  influ-^ 
ences  of  Christian  sympathy  and  protection  from  temptations  which 
will  surround  them  with  renewed  power. 

And  now  that  the  demand  for  aid  and  comfort  on  the  battle-field 
is  no  longer  to  be  made,  is  it  too  much, to  ask,  in  grateful  recogni*^ 
tion  of  their  services  to  the  country,  that  the  friends  of  the  several 
Young  Men's  Christian  Associations,  and  of  kindred  institutions  in 
our  country,  shall  indicate  a  deeper  interest  in  them  than  ever  be^ 
fore? 

While  the  highest  order  of  artistic  skill  is  exhibited  in  the  build^ 
ings  arranged  to  allure  young  men  to  amusements,  shall  their  friends 
be  less  careful  to  win  them,  by  appropriate  and  convenient  rooms, 
where  they  may  spend  theur  leisure  hours  amid  the  ennobling  in- 
fluences of  the  social  circle,  of  the  reading  room,  the  lecture  room^ 
or  the  prayer-meeting? 
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.    Let  as  rathor  hope  that  the  substantial  eyidences  of  gratitude  to 
our  country's  defenders  will  not  end  with  the  war. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

Edward  S.  Tobbt,  Chairman. 

Jacob  Sleeper, 

?'sSivAN  Wahkkn,     \  ^rmy  Cauuittee. 
BussELL  Sturqess,  Jr., 


Fourth  Annual  Beport  of  the  Vorth-westem  Branch,  TTnited  States 
Christian  Commission. 

Chicago,  January  1,  1866. 

We  rejoice  that  we  are  permitted  to  make  a  final  report  of  our 
labors;  not,  that  the  blessed  privileges  we  have  enjoyed  are  ended, 
but  that  the  great  need  of  such  service  is  past.  Our  work,  during 
the  past  year,  may  be  divided  as  follows,  viz. : 

Army  work,  in  the  field  and  hospitals,  with  the  armies  under 
Grant,  in  Virginia;  Sherman,  at  Savannah;  Thomas,  in  Tennessee 
and  Mississippi;  and  Sheridan,  in  Texas.  We  have  sent  to  this 
work,  fifty-one  DelegateSy  who  have  spent  an  average  of  forty-seven 
days  each,  in  the  service,  delivered  five  hundred  and  seventy-one 
Sermons  and  Addresses^  and  held  one  thousand  one  hundred  and 
fifteen  Prayer-Meetings,  We  have  sent  forward  three  hundred  and 
forty-nine  Packages  of  Stores,  and  forty-one  of  Publications,  exclu- 
sive of  those  received  from, Philadelphia,  and  four  hundred  and  ten 
thousand  copies  of  Western  ReligiotLS  Papers. 

Home  work  has  been  of  a  three-fold  character.  1st,  In  our 
Camps  and  Hospitals.  The  labors  at  Camp  Douglas  have  been 
carried  on  with  increased  earnestness.  Several  thousands  of  our 
own  troops,  and  over  seven  thousand  prisoners  of  war,  have  come 
under  our  care.  We  kept  one  permanent  male,  and  one  lady  dele- 
gate, the  latter  in  charge  of  our  reading-room,  and  sent  volunteer 
aid  to  assist  in  holding  a  daily  service,  and  often  more  thaA  one. 
The.  authorities  having  built  a  chapel,  we  erected  an  addition  for  a 
reading-room,  well  furnished  and  cared  for,  which  has  been  of  great 
value.  The  interest  in  the  meetings  has,  at  times,  been  very 
deep,  and  many  precious  souls  have  been  led  to  Jesus.     We  also 
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aided  the  surgeon  in  establishing,  a  Diet  Kitchen^  in  connection 
with  the  hospitals,  conducted  by  two,  and  part  of  the  time  by  three, 
lady  managers,  supported  by  us,  until  there  was  no  longer  need  for 
them.  We  contributed  largely  to  their  supply  of  fruits  and  delica- 
cies.    The  results  of  this  work  have  been  most  gratifying. 

We  have  been  much  aided  in  our  labors,  especially  among  the 
prisoners,  by  the  Post  Chaplain.  The  distribution  of  stores^  at  thia 
postj  include  one  hundred  and  forty-four  packages,  and  of  Publica- 
tion$y  two  hundred  and  fifteen  packages ;  while  hundreds  of  small 
articles  of  food  and  clothing,  and  thousands  of  papers  and  tracts, 
'are  not  enumerated. 

2d. .  Our  Collections^  which,  in  the  four  months  of  this  year,  have 
exceeded  those  of  any  previous  year,  and  amount  to. 

Cash, 678,667,11 

Stores  and  Publications, 15,210,00 


Total, $88,877,11 

At  the  rate  our  donations  were  pouring  in,  had  the  war  con- 
tinued during  the  year,  we  should  have  received  a  quarter  of  a 
million  of  dollars. 

8d.  Our  work  for  our  Returned  Soldiers.  At  the  close  of  the 
war  we  were  daily  besieged  by  a  small  army  of  our  brave  men,  hun- 
dreds of  whom  reached  our  "city,  en  route  for  every  part  of  the 
East  and  North-west,  often  without  a  dime  to  pay  for  fare  or 
meals,  often  sick,  and  frequently  on  crutches;  while  hundreds  more 
had  returned  to  our  own  state,  and  were  without  employment. 
We  established  a  Bureau  of  Employments  and  furnished  transpor- 
tation and  money  for  meals,  to  those  who  were  to  go  on;  beds  and 
rest  for  the  sick  and  weary.  We  also  secured,  during  the  last  six 
months,  over  twelve,  hundred  situations  and  places  of  employment, 
to  returned  soldiers  who  remained  in  our  own  city  and  state.  It  ia 
but  just  to  say,  that  the  Sanitary  Commission  have  aided  in  paying 
the  expenses  of  the  Bureau,  but  all  moneys  for  transportation,  meals, 
&c.,  have  been  paid  by  us.  We  have  also  extended  aid  to  some  of 
our  hospitals,  for  care  of  sick  soldiers,  and  also  for  ihh  widows  and 
children  of  those  who  have  fallen. 

We  co-operated  with  Gen.  Fisk  in  maintaining  a  ^^rear  guard'' 
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of  the  Commission  at  Nashville,  aftei^  our  regular  work  there  bad 


Having  sent  four  permanent  delegates  to  Texas,  and  wishing  to 
have  the  work  there  continue  as  long  as  possible,  we  were  obliged 
to  discontinue  co-operating  in  the  general  work  on  the  1st  of  De- 
cember, that  we  might  be  able  to  sustain  our  noble  band  of  laborers 
in  that  far-off  field ;  and  have  notified  them  to  remain  and  draw  on 
us  for  supplies  until  our  funds  are  exhausted,  or  the  restless  people 
upon  our  South-western  border  shall  be  nestled  to  repose,  under 
the  protecting  wing  of  our  National  Eagle,  and  the  last  soldier  of 
our  glorious  Volunteer  Army  has  reached  his  home.  We  may  not 
omit  the  cheering  news  from  our  delegates,  Rev.  Jeremiah  Porter 
fuid  wife,  at  Brownsville,  and  Mr.  H.  11.  Towne,  at  Ringgold,  that 
the  same  revival  spirit  that  has  followed  wherever  the  Christian 
Commission  has  labored,  is  now  manifest  in  their  meetings,  and 
many  are  enlisting  under  the  banner  of  King  Emmanuel. 

In  closing,  we  rejoice  that  we  have  been  privileged  to  send  you 
so  many  reports  since  we  began  our  meetings,  in  Camp  Douglas, 
on  the  Ist  of  June,  1861,  and  were  permitted  to  send  the  fir%t  dele- 
gates to  the  battle-field.  We  regret  that  this  last  report  will  not 
include  the  firuil  labors  with  the  army  in  Texas.  But  the  record, 
on  highy  will  be  perfect,  and  we  shall  be  permitted  to  rejoice,  not 
only  with  those  who  have  been  spared  to  return,  but  with  many 
who,  on  the  field  of  battle, 

"  Were  lulled  to  sleep  at  the  tattoo  of  death. 
And  waked  by  the  reveille  of  angels;" 

and  above  all,  with  Him,  in  whose  name  we  went  forth,  and  in 
whose  strength  we  have  conquered.  We  thank  Him,  that  we  have 
been  permitted,  in  this  service,  to  bear  the  cross,  that  we  might 
wear  the  crown,  to  share  the  labors  and  honor,  the  work  and  the 
reward,  the  conflict  and  the  Peace,  of  the  United  States  Christian 
Commission. 

B.  F.  Jacobs,  Secretary. 


St.  Louis  Branch  Report  for  1865. 
On  account  of  its  favorable  position  as  a  base  of  military  opera* 
tions,  this  Branch  has  been  the  great  distributing  agent  of  the 
United  States  Christian  Commission  in  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi. 
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We  have  had  therefore  a  two-fold  work,  the  collection  of  stores  and 
funds  by  our  own  agents,  and  the  disbursement  of  appropriations 
by  the  Central  OflSce,  and  the  Branch  Offices  at  Peoria,  Chicago, 
Detroit  and  Milwaukee,  making  our  duties  arduous  and  complicated; 
but  we  are  grateful  to  God  for  the  privilege  of  attempting  to  meet 
these  increased  responsibilities. 

In  no  year  of  the  rebellion  has  our  work  been  greater,  and  the 
sudden  close  of  the  war  for  a  time  increased,  rather  than  dimbiished 
it.  St.  Louis  has  been  crowded  during  the  year  with  soldiers  on 
their  way  from  the  Eastern  army  to  the  "  Plains  "  and  Texas.  Many 
thousands  of  our  boys  from  the  Southern  prison  pens  were  sent  here 
en  route  for  home,  and  very  many  to  die  in  our  Hospitals.  Since 
the  close  of  hostilities,  we  have  suffered  from  a  lack  of  co-operation 
on  the  part  of  the  people,  from  the  current  impression  that  our  work 
was  ended,  and  no  more  funds  needed.  Hence  we  have  for  the  last 
six  months  labored  without  that  public  sympathy  so  cheering  and 
important  in  fulfilling  the  trust  committed  to  our  care.  , 

We  felt  that  the  same  principles  of  benevolence  and  patriotism 
which  called  the  Chri^tian  Commission  into  existence,  demanded  a 
continuance  of  its  work,  while  two  hundred  thousand  veteran  troops 
were  retained  in  the  field,  and  in  ttis  decision  we  have  been  sus- 
tained by  the  other  branches  of  the  Commission. 

The  Sanitary  Commission  found,  when  too  late,  that  they  had 
been  premature  in  closing,  but  they  may  have  been  solaced  by  the 
view  which  the  Secretary  of  the  Dlinois  State  Sanitary  Commission 
expressed  to  the  Ladies*  Aid  Society  of  Quincy.  "In  leaving  the 
field  we  felt  that  there  remained  the  Christian  Commission,  who 
possessed  the  entire  confidence  of  the  country,  and  would  bring  all 
their  resources  to  the  great  work  of  supplying  the  soldiers  till  they 
were  finally  mustered  out." 

The  officers  of  the  Illinois  State  Sanitary  Commission  voted  us 
two  thousand  dollars.  The  "Needle  Pickets,*'  and  *'The  Good  Sa- 
maritans** of  Quincy,  gaye  each  five  hundred  dollars.  The  ladies 
of  Alton  raised  over  one  thousand  dollars.  The  ladies  of  Muscatine, 
Iowa  City  and  Davenport,  responded  generously  to  our  appeals,  with 
cash  and  sanitary  stores  for  our  soldiers  in  Texas  and  on  the  Plains. 

Wherever  our  agent  presented  the  wants  of  men  still  in  the  field, 
hearty  and  cordial  aid  was  extended. 

Early  last  spring  it  was  seen  that  a  large  force  would  be  sent  to 
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our  Western  Plains,  extending  over  ten  Territories.  The  Commit- 
tee at  once  determined  to  follow  these  thirty  thousand  men  with 
delegates  and  stores.  Rev.  W.  J.  Gladwin,  was  placed  at  Fort 
Leavenworth,  as  Field  Agent.  This  became  the  base  of  operations, 
from  which  were  sent  supplies  to  the  men,  hundreds  of  miles  west. 

At  Fort  Leavenworth  a  chapel-tent  was  erected,  and  opened  for 
daily  services.  Rooms  were,  given  and  fitted  up  by  the  government 
for  our  stores  and  delegates*  quarters.  Soldiers  going  out  were  fur- 
nished with  Testaments,  reading  matter  and  stationery ;  while  re- 
turning regiments  gratefully  received  the  vegetables  which  proved 
80  efficacious  in  arresting  and  relieving  scurvy. 

Hundreds  during  the  summer  months  brought  into  the  Hospitals, 
gave  a  large  field  of  labor,  and  vast  numbers  of  soldiers  in  camp 
were  in  reach  of  the  Commission  at  the  Fort,  thus  afibrding  a  large 
work  for  willing  hearts  and  hands. 

A  wonderful  work  of  grace  has  crowned  this  enterprise.  Many 
hundreds  have  joined  the  Temperance  League,  and  became  members 
ftlso  of  the  Church  Union,  giving  good  evidence  of  a  change  of  heart 
and  life. 

The  history  of  the  Mission  at  Fort  Leavenworth  during  the  past 
nine  months  would  make  one  of  the  most  interesting  chapters  of 
the  Christian  Commission  work. 

The  Illinois  troops  reporting  at  Camp  Butler,  seven  miles  from 
Springfield,  for  mustering  out,  and  the  sick  from  Camp  Douglas, 
sent  to  the  same  place,  rendered  it  important  to  station  a  delegate 
at  that  point.  Much  good  has  been  the  result,  and  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Branch  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Shearer,  have  been  blessed  in  their  labors 
both  for  the  temporal  and  spiritual  welfare  of  the  men.  There  were 
at  times  over  two  thousand  men  either  waiting  to  be  mustered  out, 
or  sick  in  Hospitals  here. 

A  very  important  work  at  Cairo,  supported  by  the  Peoria  Branch, 
and  conducted  under  their  general  supervision,  has  continued  through 
the  year. 

Our  chapel  and  commodious  reading-room  have  given  welcome  to 
thousands  who  had  no  other  alternative  between  the  streets  and  the 
drinking  saloons,  as  a. place  of  resort  during  the  many  hours  of 
waiting  transportation. 

The  meal  ticikets  bearing  the  stamp  of  the  Commission,  and 
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good  for  a  varm  dinner  at  hotels,  on  any  line  of  road  running  out 
of  Cairo,  have  saved  many  soldiers  from  hunger. 

Probably  in  no  exposure  of  camp  or  campaign,  is  a  soldier 
more  likely  to  be  found  destitute,  than  when  passing  by  boat  or  rail 
to  or  from  his  command. 

It  is  the  "poverty  of  our  armed  men,"  and  the  "want  of  one 
that  travelletli*'  combined.  An  illustration  of  the  fitness  of  such  a 
mode  of  relief  is  found  in  a  telegram  from  a  landlord  at  Centralia: 
TFhat  fifty  soldiers  had  failed  to  get  tickets  in  passing  Cairo,  and 
were  cold,  hungry  and  penniless.  The  Cairo  Commission  by  the  re- 
ply "feed  them,"  made  this  squad  as  comfortable  and  thankful  as 
it  had  thousands  of  other  soldiers  by  its  meal  tickets. 

The  field  agent  has  since  met  at  their  own  homes  some  of  those 
who  received  this  benefaction,  and  has  found  proof  of  grateful  hearts 
in  ready  contributions  for  soldiers  still  under  arms.  The  labors  at 
Cairo  will  not  be  finished  so  long  as  troops  remain  in  Texas  and  the 
south-west. 

Memphis  continued  in  the  charge  of  Rev.  T.  G.  Ensign,  until 
August  1st,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  E.  0.  Tade,  who  re- 
mained until  the  closing  of  that  station,  October  1st. 

This  pofet  has  been  for  more  than  three  years  one  of  great  interest 
and  success,  and,  in  addition  to  the  work  of  delegates,  has  been 
greatly  aided  by  ladies,  both  in  visiting  the  sick  and  superintending 
the  special  diet  kitchen. 

Vicksburg  became  a  peculiar  point  of  interest  last  spring,  when 
over  eight  thousand  men  from  rebel  prisons  were  detained  here  some 
weeks  for  exchiange. 

Poor,  wretched,  naked,  in  need  of  all  things,  they  elicited  the 
warmest  sympathies  of  a  soldier-loving  people.  In  addition  to  the 
stores  furnished  by  our  Commission,  ladies  came  from  Quincy,  Illi- 
nois, to  distribute  personally  six  tons  of  stores,  and  although  to 
many  aid  came  too  late,  and  hundreds  reached  the  Hospitals  in  St. 
Louis  only  to  die,  multitudes  were  cheered  and  blessed,  not  only  by 
the  bodily  comforts  received,  but  by  the  kind  and  sympathizing 
words  of  welcome  which  met  them  on  every  hand.  Paper  was  given 
them,  and  here  the  first  letters  written  to  home  friends  for  many 
long  months,  afforded  them  a  new  pleasure,  while  a  few  days  later 
at  Benton  Barracks,  could  be  seen  men  gathered  in  groups  sending 
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their  replies — some  bringing  joy,  and  others  grief  at  news  of  death 
by  the  fireside. 

It  was  a  scene  to  melt  the  hardest  heart,  and  to  impress  more 
vividly  than  ever  the  price  of  our  new-bought  liberty.  Natchez 
continuing  to  be  occupied  by  our  delegates,  an  important  work  has 
been  done  in  the  Hospitals,  and  the  colored 'troops  stationed  here 
would  have  received  little  attention,  if  our  Commission  had  been 
closed. 

So  far,  the  interior,  with  its  twenty  thousan^d  troops  in  the  State,' 
presented  an  open  field.  At  that  point  there  were  at  one  time, 
during  the  service,  nine  hundred  sick  in  Hospitals,  while  Pine 
Blufi*,  Durall's  Blufi*  and  Fort  Smith,  likewise  demanded  our  at* 
tention.  It  was  a  very  sickly  and  trying  season  for  all,  but  the 
delegates  remained  at  this  point,  and  were  abundantly  blessed  for 
their  self-denying  toil  and  sufiering. 

Many  hundreds  date  the  commencement  of  their  new  spiritual 
life  to  the  fidelity  of  delegates  at  Little  Rock.  A  diet  kitchen, 
und^r  the  direction  of  Mrs.  Bonney  and  Miss  Edwards,  has  been  in 
full  operation  during  the  year. 

Texas,  during  the  summer,  fall  and  winter,  has  demanded  heavy 
expenditures  of  money,  stores  and  delegates.  From  thirty  to  fifty 
thousand  men  wanted  to  know,  after  they  reached  that  distant  point, 
one  thousand  five  hundred  miles  further  from  home,  it  they  were 
to  be  forsaken  by  both  Sanitary  and  Christian  Commissions.  They 
went  reluctantly,  hoping  to  be  mustered  out.  They  found  the  Rio 
Grande  utterly  destitute  of  fruits  and  vegetables.  The  interior  of 
the  State  was  little  better.  Many  of  them  had  the  scurvy  when 
they  left  the  eastern  army.  Their  rations  were  often  wormy  bread 
three  years  old,  and  tainted  meat.  No  money  with  which  to  pur- 
chase necessary  food — scurvy  made  fearful  ravages.  Officers  and 
chaplains  wrote  most  urgently  for  help,  and  the  appeals  were  quickly 
answered  by  our  Commission.  Two  delegates  with  a  large  supply 
of  hospital  stores,  generously  furnished  by  the  Western  Sanitary 
Commission,  went  down  while  the  army  was  in  the  midst  of  the  sickly 
season.  Officers  and  men  were  suffering  from  Dungue  or  Back- 
bone fever. 

At  New  Orleans,  Rev.  Mr.  Orange  and  his  good  wife,  received  a 
cordial  welcome  from  Gen.  Sheridan,  and  were  furnished  transpor- 
tation by  land  and  water  to  the  army  scattered  over  the  vast  regions 
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of  Texas,  from  the  Red  River  to  the  Rio  Grande.  Thus,  stores 
brought  to  camp  were  like  cold  water  to  thirsty  souls.  The  sick 
in  the  Hospital  had  nothing  but  army  rations  for  well  men.  Read- 
ing matter  was  received  with  the  greatest  eagerness.  Their  chapel 
tent  was  well  attended  by  those  who  had  learned  to  appreciate  such 
spiritual  privileges  in  former  campaigns.  Soon  after  this,  we  se- 
cured the  services  of  John  A.  Cole,  former  General  Field  Agent  in 
the  Eastern  army,  and  from  that  time  he  has  been  managing  the 
'work  in  Texas,  under  the  direction  of  our  Committee. 

No  effort  of  the  Christian  Commission  during  the  war  has  been 
more  needed,  or  made  a  happier  impression  on  our  soldiers.  Little 
has  been  said  or  published,  but  much  has  been  done  and  duly  ap- 
preciated by  men  so  far  removed  from  home.  A  good  work  of  grace 
has  followed  this  care  for  their  bodies.  The  work  in  Texas  will 
be  continued  by  this  Branch  of  the  Commission  so  long  as  it  is  de- 
manded by  the  presence  of  troops. 

One  element  of  usefulness  brought  into  service,  has  been  the  em- 
ployment of  earnest  Christian  ladies,  in  our  reading  rooms  in  this 
city,  at  Port  Leavenworth,  Benton  Barracks,  Jefferson  Barracks, 
Memphis  and  Little  Rock,  and  also  in  the  hospitals  and  barracks 
at  these  stations. 

Their  labors  were  most  efficient  and  satisfactory,  and  often  have 
they  been  able  to  reach  the  heart  and  conscience  when  the  efforts 
of  others  failed. 

Their  record  is  on  high,  but  a  vast  number  of  our  returned  pri- 
soners— our  veteran  soldiers,  and  thousands  still  in  the  service  will 
not  soon  forget  such  names  as  the  Misses  McBeth,  Burnell,  Turner, 
Hone,  Bissell,  Lorings,  Pinney,  Tannehill,  Kimball,  Sprague,  Ber- 
nard, Hardenbrook,  Mrs.  Orange,  and  Mrs.  Searles. 

The  idea  of  a  diet  kitchen  in  a  large  hospital,  controlled  by  the 
surgeon  as  a  part  of  his  hospital,  and  mainly  supplied  by  the  hos- 
pital fund,  but  superintended  by  Christian  ladies,  sent  and  sup- 
ported by  the  Commission,  and  specially  charged  to  put  the  touch 
.and  taste  of  home  in  each  dish  prepared  for  a  sick  man,  was  a 
happy  conception. 

It  was  the  gospel  of  suitable  food,  and  has  savei}  life  and  bt'ought 
new  heart  to  many  a  weary  cot.  This  work  was  under  the  general 
superintendence  of  Mrs.  A.  Wittenmyer,  assisted  in  this  depart- 
ment by  Miss  Mary  Shelton  and  Miss  Goodale,  who,  by  their  su- 
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pervision  and  personi^I  labors,  endeavored  to  prepare  food  at  the 
hospitals  as  nearly  like  home  comforts  as  possible.  It  was  a  gospel 
of  suitable  food  for  sick  men,  which  has  saved  many  valuable  lives, 
and  relieved  a  vast  amount  of  suffering. 

The  work  at  the  rooms,  in  St.  Louis,  will  hardly  be  conceived, 
from  the  statement  that  nearly  $100,000,  in  cash,  and  about  the 
same  amount,  in  stores,  was  received  and  disbursed  during  the 
year.  The  Committee  met  every  Monday  evening,  but  were  ever 
ready  to  respond  to  the  frequent  calls  by  the  Secretary  and  Agent, 
J.  H.  Parsons,  Esq.,  to  consult,  in  extra  meetings,  for  the  best  ad. 
vancement  of  the  work. 

The  mere  financial  and  business  department  was  equal  to  a  first- 
class  business  house,  demanding  five  or  six  assistants;  all  the  mem- 
bers of  this  Committee  were  business  men,  yet  no  important  measure 
suffered  for  the  want  of  their  personal  attention.  The  rooms,  for 
months  together,  w^re  crowded,  from  morning  till  night,  by  soldiers, 
with  their  various  wants.  Daily  prayer-meetings  were  held,  letters, 
from  three  to  five  thousand  per  week,  were  written,  library  books 
loaned,  and,  as  far  as  possible,  each  desire  answered. 

A  tabular  view  of  the  receipts,  and  some  of  the  more  common 
disbursements  from  this  ofiSce,  will  give  a  clearer  idea  of  the  daily 
round  of  duty : 

DISTRIBUTIONS. 

Bibles, 6,748 

Testaments, 89,649 

Hymn  Books, 64,542 

Knapsack  Books 460,086 

Bound  Volumes,           -        -        -        -        -  ^  28,748 

Magazines, >  8,985 

Pages  Tracts, 808,708 

Papers,  - 1,024,912 

Letter  Paper  (sheets,)          ...        -  619,040 

Envelopes,      - 644,000 

Pickles  (bbls,)             800 

Onions,      " 500 

Potatoes,  " 800 

Fruit  (cans,)           -        -        -        -        -        -  2,000 

Condensed  Milk  (cans,)      -        -        -        -  1,200 

Eggs(doz.,) 800 
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Handkerchiefs,  -        -        ...  15,000 

Towels, 6,000 

House-wives, 20,000 

Cash  receipts,  during  the  year,  were  -  -  -  $84,560  55 
Received  from  the  Central  and  Branch  offices,  -  48,345  00 
Collected  by  this  Branch,        ...  .    35,248  55 

Of  this  latter,  nearly  $12,000  were  collected  by  the  Field  Agent, 
Rev.  S.  Wells,  in  less  than  nine  months*  service. 

The  work  at  Benton  Barracks,  in  this  city,  suplerintended  by 
Rev.  A.  G.  McCormick,  has  been  one  of  unusual  interest  and  suc- 
cess. 

Meetings  could  not  be  held  in  the  chapel  for  want  of  room.  One 
to  two  thousand  gathered  in  the  open  air  for  night  preaching,  and 
hundreds  rose  for  prayers.  In  the  morning  they  came  to  the 
reading-room  to  ask  how  to  be  saved.  Many,  very  many,  gave 
good  evidence  of  true  conversion. 

The  lady  "helpers,"  and  all  the'  delegates,  will  ever  remember 
those  pleasant  and  profitable  meetings  at  Benton  Barracks,  con- 
tinued for  more  than  six  months. 

At  JeflFerson  and  Scofield  Barracks,  the  Relegates  received  evi- 
dent tokens  of  the  Divine  blessing. 

Our  relations  have  been  most  pleasant  with  the  Western  Sani- 
tary  Commission,  of  this  city,  during  the  war.  Within  the  last 
year  they  have  placed  in  our  hands  many  thousand  dollars  worth 
of  stores  for  distribution  in  the  field. 

The  St.  Louis  Ladies'  Union  Aid  Society  has  co-operated  most 
heartily  with  us  in  all  good  work  for  soldiers. 

The  railroads  have  given  free  passes  for  our  delegates;  the  river 
steamers  have  carried  at  half  fare;  and  Adams  Express  Company 
and  the  Western  and.  American,  have  contributed  most  generously 
in  free  freight  for  our  packages. 

To  the  Government  officials  of  this  city,  and  to  the  commanders 
at  Leavenworth,  Memphis,  Little  Rock,  Vicksburg,  and  in  Texas, 
we  desire  to  express  our  profound  gratitude  for  continued  and  very 
important  official  countenance  and  aid. 

How  long  the  Branch  will  continue  its  labors,  for  the  welfare  of 
the  soldiers  now  in  the  field,  will  be  left  to  the  providence  of  God, 
and  an  ability  to  meet  current  expenses.     It  is  a  matter  of  devout 
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thanksgiving  to  God,  that  thus  far  we  have  not  been  compelled  to 
give  np  any  important  point  or  station  where  our  labors  were 
needed. 

We  are  grateful  to  the  God  of  nations,  that  we  have  seen,  during 
this  year,  the  triumphant  close  of  the  fearful  struggle;  but  espe- 
cially that  we  have  been  able  to  lay  this  feeble  tribute  of  our  deep 
interest  in  our  soldiers,  and  devotion  to  our  Government,  on  the 
altar  of  Christ  and  country. 

By  order  of  the  Committee. 

Shephabd  Wells,  Field  AgenU 


ladies*  Christian  Commission  of  the  Pacific. 

EXTRACTS  PROM   THEIR   REPORT,  RENDERED  AT  PUBLIC  MEETING  IN 
SAN   FRANCISCO,   JUNE   7,    1865. 

A  year  ago,  to-day,  a  small  band  of  ladies  met  together  in  this 
city,  to  listen  to  the  appeals  made  in  behalf  of  the  suffering  soldiers 
and  sailors  of  our  army  and  navy,  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Patterson  and 
Rev.  Mr.  Mingins. 

The  question  was  asked,  what  can  the  women  of  California  do 
for  those  men  who  are  giving  up  all  to  save  our  country  ?  Imme- 
diately and  most  nobly  was  that  appeal  responded  to :  the  question 
was  not  asked  in  vain;  in  a  very  few  weeks,  a  "Fair"  was  gotten 
up,  which,  for  size,  beauty  and  elegance,  compared  most  favorably 
with  the  fairs  held  in  the  larger  cities  of  the  East,  and  brought  into 
the  treasury  $26,096  in  gold. 

During  that  fair,  the  ladies  of  California  proved  to  every  one 
that  such  a  work  could  be  gotten  up  and  carried  out  successfully, 
producing  much  good,  yet  free  from  all  objectionable  features. 

The  Commission  now  numbers  260  members — 50  life,  39  honora- 
ry, 162  annua],  and  3  associate  members. 

Sixteen  Commissions  have  been  organized  on  the  Coast,  which 
are  auxiliary  to  the  "Ladies*  Christian  Commission  of  the  Pacific," 
from  which  we  have  received  regular  monthly  contributions. 

Most  of  the  towns  are  very  small,  and  in  bearing  this  in  mind, 
one  cannot  but  feel  more  admiration  for  the  untiring  devotion, 
energy  and  perseverance  of  the  women  of  California. 
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Total  amount  of  gold  coin  remitted  to  the  United  States 

Christian  Commission, $34,180  00 

Amount  of  legal  tender  notes,     ...        -  618  25 

We  have  received  acknowledgments  from  Mr.  Stuart  of  the  re- 
ceipt of  $25,000  in  gold  coin,  which  realized  $54,200  in  currency. 
We  have  not,  as  yet,  received  acknowledgments  of  the  net  proceeds 
of  our  other  remittances.     Cash  balance  on  hand,  $1,208  42. 

Our  acknowledgments  are  due  to  the  Bulletin^  AUa^  Call  and 
Flag  newspapers,  for  donations  of  bills,  and  to  Messrs.  Towne  &  Ba- 
con for  valuable  printing,  for  which  no  charge  was  made. 

An  important  and  pleasant  feature  of  our  organization  has  been 
the  formation  of  a  Youths''^  Christian  Commission.  This  has  met 
with  decided  success  throughout  the  coast.  The  little  ones  seem 
delighted  with  their  certificates  of  membership,  which  thev  treasure 
with  pride,  exhibiting  them  as  a  proof  that  their  little  hands  and 
hearts  were  interested  in  the  suffering  soldiers,  and  that  they  had 
done  what  they  could  for  their  country. 

We  have  received  instructions  from  the  United  States  Christian 
Commission  to  disband  our  organization.  There  is  no  longer  a  ne- 
cessity to  tax  the  generosity  of  our  people.  The  terrible  war,  which 
has  produced  so  much  suffering  and  desolated  so  many  homes,  is 
over.  We  thank  God  that  this  is  so ;  we  rejoice  over  the  peace 
and  prosperity  which  is  again  promised  our  people. 

Mary  E.  Kbbnby,  President. 


Committee  fi»r  Wettem  Hew  York— Buffido. 

This  Branch  of  the  United  States  Christian  Commission  was  or- 
ganized in  the  spring  of  1864,  for  the  purpose  of  developing  more 
fully  the  resources  of  Western  New  York  and  North-western  Penn- 
sylvania. 

The  entire  amount  of  cash  and  supplies  received  by  this  Branch, 
and  reported  to  it  by  auxiliaries,  reaches  the  sum  of  $115,725  11. 

It  has  been  a  privilege  for  the  officers  who  have,  with  one  excep- 
tion, furnished  their  time  and  services  gratuitously,  to  labor  in  this 
department,  in  co-operation  with  othefs,  for  the  good  of  the  noble 
men  who  have  perilled  life  in  our  behalf. 
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We  have  worked  in  harmony  and  co-operation  with  the  Ladies' 
Christian  Commission  of  Buffalo.  Our  stipplies,  when  received, 
were  immediately  passed  into  their  hands  to  assort,  and  repack,  if 
necessary,  and  send  to  the  field.  Justice  requires  us  to  say  we  are 
largely  indebted  to  their  earnest,  patient  and  long-continued  labors 
for  the  success  realized  in  Western  New  York.  Many  of  these  la- 
dies have  spent  a  large  part  of  their  time,  month  after  month,  in 
patient  toil  for  the  relief  of  the  suffering  soldier.  We  commend  to 
the  reader's  attention  their  report,  found  in  the  following  pages. 

We  have  employed,  for  brief  periods,  three  agents,  who  hiave 
canvassed  portions  of  ^  the  territory  embraced  in  this  Branch. 
During  the  last  summer,  Rev.  C.  P.  Lyford,  who  had  had  large 
experience  in  army  life,  spent  a  few  weeks  lecturing  in  some  of 
the  principal  towns  and  cities.  Early  in  the  spring,  we  also  em- 
ployed Rev.  G.  De  La  Matyr  and  Rev.  P.  H.  Burghardt.  These 
agents  labored  efficiently  until  Lee's  surrender,  when  their  services 
were  no  longer  demanded.  We  are  under  many  obligations  to  va- 
rious parties  and  corporations,  for  favors  which  have  contributed 
largely  to  our  success.  The  American  and  United  States  Express 
Companies,  the  Merchants'  Despatch,  and  the  Buffalo  and  State 
Line  Railroad,  have  generously  carri)ed  our  supplies  to  the  field, 
and  the  Western  Union  Telegraph  Company  has  uniformly  sent 
and  received  our  messages,  free  of  charge.  We  are  also  under 
obligations  to  the  New  York  Central  Railroad,  for  passes  furnished 
delegates  and  agents.  The  Erie  Railway  passed  our  delegates  at 
half-fare.  And  finally,  we  are  indebted  to  the  great  Christian 
public  in  this  field,  in  whose  behalf  we  have  acted,  for  the  confi- 
dence reposed  in  us,  and  the  privilege  afforded  us,  of  co-operating 
in  a  work  which  has  been  crowned  by  Providence  with  such  glo- 
rious success.  We  are  proud  of  the  history  of  the  Christian  Com- 
mission, and  feel  honored  with  the  privilege  of  contributing  some- 
thing of  our  time  and  services  in  its  behalf.  We  congratulate  our 
co-laborers  on  the  honorable  termination  of  so  terrible  a  war.  The 
necessity  of  maintaining  our  organization  ceases  with  the  return  of 
peace. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  Treasurer  repor,ts  a  balance  now  in  bank. 
This  amount  is  subject  to  the  order  of  the  Central  office,  and  with 
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its  transmission  our  books  will  be  balanced,  and  our  work,  in  con- 
nection with  the  Christian  Commission,  ended. 

F.  Gridlby,  Treamirer. 
S.  Hunt,  Secretary. 

John  D.  Hill, 
I.  S.  Spengbr, 
R.  B.  Claxton, 
S.  S.  Jbwbtt, 
V.  P.  Pratt, 

JExecvtive  Committee. 


Ladies'  Christian  Commission,  of  BuffieJo. 

The  Ladies'  Christian  Commission,  of  Buffalo,  present  this,  their 
second  annual  and  final  Report,  to  those  who  have  so  generously 
sustained  them  in  their  work* 

Although  our  work,  at  times,  has  been  somewhat  severe,  and  has 
interfered  with  other  and  pressing  duties,  yet  we  have  regarded  it 
as  a  privilege,  instead  of  a  burden,  to  furnish  such  aid  and  comfort 
to  our  sons  and  brothers  as  would  lessen  the  terrible  suffering  of 
the  battle-field  and  hospital.  We  have  endeavored  to  merit  the 
confidence  which  the  public  in  Western  New  York  have  reposed 
in  us. 

While  our  treasuries  have  been  kept  distinct,  we  have  worked  in 
harmony  with  the  Branch  of  the  Christian  Commission  for  Western 
New  York,  in  receiving  and  shipping  supplies  to  the  field.  In  this 
respect  our  work  has  been  one. 

We  wish  to  acknowledge  our  obligations  to  the  American  and 
United  States  Express  Companies,  and  Merchants'  Despatch,  for 
their  generosity  and  kindness  in  carrying  our  supplies  to  the  field, 
free  of  cliarge.  They  have  also  taken  the  garments,  cut  by  us,  to 
our  auxiliary  societies,  and  retnrned  them,  when  made,  without  any 
expense  to  us.  This  generosity  has  contributed  largely  to  our 
success.  • 

Besides  the  work  of  sending  supplies  to  our  soldiers,  we  have  had 
the  privilege  of  aiding  in  other  departments.  We  have  sent  from 
our  rooms,  and  forwarded  from  other  societies,  large  quantities  of 
clothing  for  white  refugees,  by  whiclu  much. suffering  has  been  re- 
lieved. 
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In  November,  1864,  we  sent  about  two  thousand  pounds  of  poul- 
try, pies,  cake,  pickles,  apples  and  jellies,  for  a  thanksgiving  din- 
ner, to  some  of  our  famished  prisoners,  just  arrived  at  Annapolis, 
Md. 

We  tender  our  sincere  thanks  to  the  many  societies  which  have 
aided  us  in  this  noble  work.  Among  the  most  prominent  and  suc- 
cessful of  our  auxiliaries,  we  may  name  the  Soldiers'  Aid  Society, 
of  Syracuse,  and  the  Ladies'  Christian  Commission,  of  Lockport ; 
the  latter  has  not  only  contributed  largely  of  its  own  services  and 
means,  but  has  been  a  channel  through  which  many  contributions 
from  Niagara  county  were  sent  to  us.  Others  have  doubtless 
worked  as  faithfully  in  more  limited  circles,  and  all  are  worthy  of 
commendation. 

We  are  thankful,  both  to  a  kind  Providence  and  our  brave  sol- 
diers, that  the  long  and  bloody  war  is  now  ended.  The  public  will 
decide  with  what  success  our  work  has  been  accompliuhed. 

Mrs.  F.  Gridlby, 
Mrs.  J.  D.  Sawyer, 
Mrs.  J.  B.  Parke, 

Committee, 


Beport  of  the  Indiana  Branch,  TTnited  States  Christian  Commission. 

The  record  of  this  branch,  since  our  last  report,  embraces  only 
about  one-half  of  the  year  1866,  as  our  work  was  brought  to  a  close 
on  the  20l;h  of  July.  The  meeting  of  western  branches,  held  in  this 
city,  near  the  close  of  last  year,  had  a  most  favorable  influence  in 
our  city  and  State.  The  design  of  the  organization  became  more 
widely  known  and  better  understood.  As  a  consequence,  contribu- 
tions of  money,  and  especially  of  stores,  through  the  local  Aid  So- 
cieties came  in  more  freely. 

Our  Home  Field — Has  been  a  most  inviting  one.  Since  the 
commencement  of  the  war,  our  city,  the  Head-Quarters  for  all  State 
military  deposits  and  its  environs,  has  been  like  one  great  encamp- 
ment. 

Here  soldiers  have  been  mustered  in,  drilled,  equipped,  and  sent 
forward  to  the  field.  Here  they  reported  when  coming  home  on 
furlough,  and  once  more  they  came  dusty  and  weary,  and  full  of 
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honors  to  lay  down  their  arms  and  receive  the  approval  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive, and  the  smiles  and  thanks  of  grateful  citizens.  We  men- 
tion with  pleasure  the  fact  that  the  chaplains  of  many  of  these 
regiments,  temporarily  here,  have  shown  much  interest  in  our  work, 
an,d  have  availed  themselves  of  facilities  for  doing  good  o£fered  by 
the  Commission.  Among  these  we  would  name  Rev.  L.  H.  Jame- 
son, who,  after  leaving  his  own  regiment  in  consequence  of  ill 
health,  was,  *for  a  short  time,  chaplain  to  the  Veteran  Reserves,  at 
Camp  Burnside,  and  Chaplain  Williams  of  the  Forty-Third  Indiana 
stationed  at  the  same  quarters.  Through  the  efforts  of  the  former 
the  Commission  were  enabled  to  erect  a  very  neat  chapel,  and  dis- 
tribute much  valuable  reading.  The  latter,  in  addition  to  Sabbath 
services  for  many  months,  held  meetings  almost  every  evening. 
^  These  were  largely  attended,  and  resulted  in  many  tokens  of  divine 
favor. 

Camp  Carrington. — At  this  point  Rev.  James  McCoy  was  em- 
ployed by  the  Commission  during  the  closing  months  of  1864.  He 
continued  till  about  the  last  of  January,  1865,  when,  in  consequence 
of  exposure  in  the  diligent  discharge  of  his  duties,  he  was  suddenly 
smitten  down  and  called  to  his  reward.  In  personal  intercourse 
with  the  men,  and  preaching  the  Word  of  Life,  he  took  great  de- 
light in  pointing  them  to  the  Saviour  of  sinners.  As  a  most  faith- 
ful Christian,  we  pay  this  brief  tribute  to  his  memory. 

Rev.  William  Wilson,  was  in  the  service  of  the  Commission  some 
five  weeks.  By  his  kind,  genial  manner,  and  earnest  Christian 
spirit,  he  rendered  himself  highly  acceptable  to  the  soldiers  and  the 
Commission. 

Rev.*  Francis  P.  Monfort,  began  his  labors  last  year,  and  con- 
tinued till  our  work  closed  in  the  summer.  His  experience  as  a 
delegate  of  this  branch  in  the  army  of  the  Potomac;  his  fondness 
for  the  work,  and  his  spirit  of  adaptation  to  the  wants  of  the  men, 
gave  him  ready  access  to  them  and  great  influence  over  them.  We 
cannot  in  this  brief  space  enumerate  these  labors,  nor  can  we  fully 
realize  their  value. 

Some  attention  has  been  bestowed  upon  The  Soldier' %  Hbme^  es- 
tablished as  a  place  of  rest  and  refreshment  for  soldiers  in  trarmtUy 
and  for  those  temporarily  unfit  for  active  labor ;  also  upon  JEkin 
BarrackSy  the  head-quarters  of  the  Provost  Guard,  and  the  Oitt/ 
ffospitcU.   This  part  of  the  home  field  has  not  properly  come  within 
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the  sphere  of  the  Commission,  as  it  has  been  in  special  charge  of 
Rev.  Mr.  Eddy,  the  worthy  chaplain  of  this  post,  who  has  most 
heartily  co-operated  in  all  our  work. 

Repeated  applications  were  made  directly  to  the  Secretary  of 
War  for  access  to  the  prisoners  at  Camp  Morton^  but  without  suc- 
cess, until  just  previously  to  their  release  in  the  spring,  we  were 
permitted  to  supply  them  with  Testaments.  . 

Some  Libraries^  furnished  by  our  Commission  were  placed  in  our 
City  ffospitalj  Soldier's  Home,  Camps  Carrington  and  Bumside, 
and  Ekin  Barraclcs.  The  Hospitals  at  Madison,  Jeffersonville  and 
New  Albany,  were  aided  in  fitting  their  chapels  as  places  of  wor- 
ship, and  with  the  one  at  Evansville  were  provided  with  stationery. 
It  has  been  our  aim  to  supply  all  the  troops  coming  here  with  the 
Word  of  God.  This  we  have  been  enabled  to  do  .through  the  liber- 
ality of  the  Female  Bible  Society  of  this  city.  The  great  demand 
for  reading,  we  have  been  able  in  some  degree,  to  meet  by  the  papers 
and  small  books  generously  sent  us  from  the  Central  office,  and  oc- 
casionally from  the  branch  at  Cincinnati,  together  with  those  pro- 
vided with  our  own  funds.  Qur  distribution  of  writing  paper  and 
envelopes  has  been  large.  No  gifts  have  been  more  acceptable  to 
the  soldier.  Clothing  and  other  necessary  articles  have  also  been^ 
generously  given.- 

The  rooms  of  the  Commission  were  daily  visited  by  soldiers,  some 
to  get  clean  shirts,  towels  or  socks ;  some  for  books  or  papers,  or  to 
write  letters  to  their  friends.  Most  of  the  aid  rendered  to  points 
beyond  our  own  State,  has  been  within  the  field  assigned  us,  the  de- 
partment of  the  Cumberland.  Supplies  have  chiefly  gone  to  Louis- 
ville, Nashville,  Enoxville  and  Chattanooga.  Small  quantities  to 
St.  Louis, -Arkansas,  Yicksburg  and  Texas.  Ffom  the  beginning 
of  the  year  till  we  closed  in  July,  we  distributed  eleven  thou- 
sand TestamentSy  nearly  twenty-five  thousand  books  of  other  kinds ; 
twenty  thousand  papers  and  pamphletSy  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
five  reams  of  paper^  fifty-four  thousand  envelopeSy  collected  nearly 
ten  thousand  dollars  in  cash,  more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  boxes 
of  stores,  estimated  at  a  value  of  thirteen  thousand  dollars;  distri- 
buted five  hundred  boxes  of  stores,  and  sent  to  the  field  eleven 
delegates.  Having  previously  depended  upon  appeals  through  the 
press,  and  the  efforts  of  returned  delegates  in  the  collection  of  monetf 
and  storeSy  we  wished  to  employ  more  direct,  and  as  we  hoped  ef- 
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ficient  means  for  this  object.  We  therefore  sent  forth  in  tliis  work 
Revs.  Hiram  Gillmore  and  W.  W.  Snyder.  These  brethren  suc- 
ceeded in  gathering  funds  and  supplies  from  many  sources,  and  in 
awakening  new  life  in  the  cause  by  the  formation  of  Ladies' 
Christian  Commissions.  About  fifty  auxiliaries  were  formed,  many 
of  these  began  quite  early  to  aid  us,  and  all  were  preparing  to  do 
so  with  new  zeal,  when  the  prospect  of  peace  dawned  upon  our  land. 
The  feeling  prevailed  at  once  among  the  people,  that  our  work  was 
done,  and  from  the  cessation  of  hostilities,  our  recieipts  began  to' 
diminish. 

Our  friends  in  their  joy  did  not  reflect  that  even  then,  our  hos- 
pitals were  crowded  with  sufferers,  and  that  months  must  elapse  be- 
fore the  soldiers  could  return.  Unable  to  send  supplies  to  distant 
points,  we  continued  our  home  efforts  as  long  as  seemed  necessary. 
We  might  add  much,  gathered  from  our  home  experience,  from  the 
reports  of  our  delegates,  and  the  letters  of  soldiers  in  testimony  of 
the  priceless  value  of  these  Christian  labors :  myriad  voices  may 
speak  their  praise,  but  their  full  results  eternity  alone  can  reveal. 

We  desire  in  closing,  most  devoutly  to  render  thanks  to  Him  who 
prompted  the  hearts  of  the  pedple  -to  this  noble  charity.  We  wil- 
lingly record  the  cheerful  and  harmonious  labors  of  this  branch  of 
the  Commission. 

We  would  also  express  our  grateful  acknowledgments  to  the  kind 
friends  here  and  throughout  the  State,  who  have  made  us  the  me- 
dium of  their  liberal  offerings'to  the  soldiers ;  to  the  gentlemen  of  the 
press,  that  have  given  us  the  use  of  their  columns,  to  the  express 
and  railroad  companies  that  have  favored  us  with  transportation, 
and  trust  that  they  rejoice  with  us  in  having  contributed  something 
to  the  comfort  and  welfare  of  the  brave  men  who  perilled  their  life 
and  limb  for  the  salvation  of  their  country. 
In  behalf  of  the  Commission, 

CHARLES  N.  Todd, 

Carreyxmdinff  Secretary. 


Beport  of  the  Hew  Tork  Branch  of  the  Christian  Commission. 
At  the  opening  of  the  year  1865,  The  New  York  Branch  of  the 
Christian  Commission  found  the  work  upon  its  hands  vastly  in- 


56  UNITED  STATBS  OHEISTIAN  COMMISSION. 

creased.  General  Sherman,  with  his  veteran  legions,  was  within 
the  field  assigned  to  its  operations.  Upon  reaching  ^the  seaboard, 
his  army  was  met  by  delegates  with  stores  of  every  description, 
to  supply  the  necessities  of  the  men.  His  rapid  mov^nents  through 
the  Garolinas  devolved  upon  the  Commission  the  necessity  of  Uie 
utmost  promptness  and  energy  of  action.  Providentially,  the  dele- 
gates on  the  ground  had  been  long  in  the  service  of  the  Commis- 
sion, and  were  well  qualified  to  meet  the  emergency.  Their  plans 
were  maturely  formed,  and  every  thing  was  carried  into  effect  in  the 
most  systematic  manner. 

Notwithstanding  the  greatly  increased  demands,  and  the  limit- 
ed field  of  supplies,  the  contributions  of  money  and  of  stores  were 
such  as  to  enable  the  Committee  at  all  times  to  meet  promptly  the 
necessities  of  the  case.  It  should  be  recorded  as  an  evidence  of 
God's  favor,  that  the  Committee  were  never  prevented  from  doing 
what  seemed  desirable,  for  the  want  of  means. 

During  the  year,  or  until  the  close  of  the  war,  the  forts,  camps, 
naval  and  military  hospitals  in  New  York,  and  in  the  surrounding 
neighborhoods  and  towns,  and  the  ships  of  war  with  their  trans- 
ports, leaving  the  Navy  Yard  of  Brooklyn,  were  regularly  visited, 
and  systematically  supplied  with  reading  matter,  and  such  other 
things  as  were  needed. 

The  general  division  of  the  field  of  operations  into  distinct  de- 
partments remained  as  during  the  preceding  year. 

The  Department  of  Eastern  Virginia  continued  under  the  most 
faithful,  economical  and  efficient  administration  of  the  Rev.  E.  N. 
Crane.  His  long  service  and  large  experience  eminently  fitted  him 
for  the  labors,  and  responsibilities  which  were  devolved  upon  him  as 
the  agent  of  that  Department.  He^had  a  thoroughly  trained  band 
of  delegates  associated  with  him  through  whose  agency  the  work 
was  carried  on  in  all  parts  of  the  field. 

The  Department  of  North  Carolina  was  during  the  early  part  of 
the  year  under  the  supervision  of  the  Rev.  A.  S.  Lovell.  In  the 
spring,  he  was  succeeded  by  the  Rev.  Washington  Rodman.  As 
Newbern,  Raleigh,  Goldsboro',  and  Wilmington  were  within  this 
Department,  a  vast  amount  of  labor  was  devolved  upon  the  Agent 
and  the  delegates.  Besides  the  demands  of  the  armies  in  the  field, 
there  were  numerous  hospitals  crowded  with  the  sick  and  wounded, 
needing  all  kinds  of  relief.     In  no  part  of  the  field  of  operations 
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was  more  hard  work  done,  and  more  needed  assistance  rendered, 
than  in  this  Department. 

The  Department  of  the  South  remained,  till  the  close  of  the  war, 
under  the  care  of  the  Rev.  Dwight  Spence,  to  whose  good  judgment 
and  constant  attention  the  success  of  the  work  was  largely  due. 

The  Department  of  the  Gulf  continued  in  charge  of  Dr.  J.  V.  C 
Smith.  The  medical  knowledge  of  Dr.  Smith,  and  his  eminent 
administrative  abilities,  peculiarly  fitted  him  for  his  most  responsi- 
ble position.  For  two  years  and  more  he  conducted  the  affairs  of 
his  department  to  the  great  benefit  and  comfort  of  the  Military  and 
Naval  forces  within  its  limits.  He  was  ably  seconded  by  a  corps 
of  twenty  or  more  veteran  delegates. 

The  numerous  stations  within  these  several  Departments  were 
kept  well  supplied  with  Bibles,  Testaments,  Prayer-books,  religious 
newspapers,  and  a  large  and  carefully  selected  assortment  of  small 
books  and  tracts.  On  an  average,  some  two  hundred  and  forty  ships 
were  supplied  monthly  with  reading  matter.  At  times,  the  number 
of  periodicals  sent  out  from  the  New  York  office  amounted  to  from 
one  hundred  and  sixty  thousand  to  two  hundred  thousand  copies 
per  month.  The  testimonies  to  the  usefulness  of  this  part  of  the 
work  have  been  most  abundant  and  positive. 

In  the  month  of  June,  the  war  being  virtually  closed,  the  Com- 
mittee gave  directions  to  the  several  Agents  in  charge  of  Depart- 
ments to  bring  their  operations  to  a  close  as  rapidly  and  at  as 
early  a  day  as  practicable.  These  directions  were  systematically 
carried  out,  so  that  in  November  the  Executive  Committee  were 
enabled  to  report  to  the  General  Board  that  every  delegate  was 
withdrawn — every  agency  closed,  and  every  account  settled. 

The  balance  of  funds  in  the  treasury  was  placed  in  the  hands  of 
the  Executive  Committee,  to  use  for  the  relief  of  soldiers  and  sail- 
ors, and  their  families,  and  for  the  temporal  and  spiritual  benefit 
of  those  still  in  the  service  of  their  country. 

In  thus  bringing  their  work  to  a  close,  and  rendering  their  final 
report,  the  New  York  Committee  would  express  their  profound 
gratitude  to  Almighty  God  for  his  continued  favor  and  goodness, 
and  for  the  degree  of  success  with  which  he  has  been  pleased  to 
crown  their  efforts. 
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Committee  of  Haryland— Beport  for  1865. 
Rbv.  B.  p.  Smith,  Sbo'y  U.  S.  C.  C. 

Dbab  Sir: — In  compliance  with  your , request,  the  following 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Maryland  of  the  U.  S.  C.  C,  is  jm*©- 
pared.  The  report  covers  the  year  of  1865,  from  January  to  Jan- 
uary. In  September,  1864,  the  Committee  received  additional 
names  of  several  gentlemen  of  Maryland,  and  commenced  the  year 
as  follows: 

G.  S.  Griffith,  Esq.,  Chairman,  Baltimore. 

Rev.  Geo.  P.  Hayes,  Treasurer,         " 

Rev.  J.  N.  McJilton,  D.  D.,  Sec'y,  " 

Rev.  N.  Stork,  D.  D.,  " 

Rev.  Isaac  P.  Cook,  " 

Chas.  W.  Ridgely,  Esq.,  " 

Rev.  R.  C.  Galbraith,  Baltimore  Co. 

Gideon  Bantz,  Esq.,  Frederick  City. 

Rev.  Robert  H.  WilUams,    "       " 

Rev.  J.  D.  Custis,  Elkton. 

Rev.  J.  Evans,  Hagerstown. 

Rev.  H.  C.  Westwood,  Ellicott's  Mills. 

David  E.  Small,  Esq.,  York,  Pa. 

Chas.  A.  Morris,  Esq.,    "       " 

Rev.  G.  R.  Bent,  General  Agent,  Baltimore. 

J.  R.  Miller,  General  Field  Agent,  Harper's  Ferry. 
At  the  date  of  the  last  report,  the  hospitals  of  the  district  com- 
prising the  whole  of  Maryland,  part  of  Delaware,  York  in  Penn- 
sylvania, and  the  line  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad,  num- 
bered twenty-three.  In  these,  and  in  the  camps  and  forts  around 
Baltimore,  and  along  the  lines  of  railroad,  and  among  the  soldiers 
and  prisoners  at  Annapolis,  and  in  the  valley  of  the  Shenandoah, 
and  in  the  armies  operating  against  Richmond,  have  our  delegates 
labored. 

delegates. 

The  number  of  delegates  commissioned  by  us  to  labor  at  these 
points  is  twenty-seven.  They  were  principally  (clergymen  of  the 
various  evangelical  denominations.  These  gentlemen  left  their 
homes  and  home  services,  to  do  the  work  of  relief  among  their  suf- 
fering countrymen  of  the  contending  armies,  not  forgetting  that 
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the  civil  war  had  brought  into  sanguinary  conflict  the  citizens  of 
the  same  States  and  the  brothers  of  the  same  families.  Thej 
performed  their  Samaritan-like  service  without  inquiring  if  the 
sufferer  were  a  soldier -of  the  federal  or  the  rebel  army. 

In  beautiful  harmony,  the  ministers  of  the  different  denomina- 
tions met,  and  worshipped,  and  mingled  services  together  over 
afflicted  men.  In  the  performance  of  their  labor,  whether  of 
worship,,  or  relief,  their  denominational  associations  were  unknown. 
They  preached  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  to  suffering  and  dying 
men.  They  bound  up  bleeding  wounds.  They  waited  at  the  bed- 
side of  the  sick.  They  administered  the  consolations  of  religion  to 
the  sick  and  wounded,  without  referring  to  their  denomination. 
Many  of  these  delegates  wrought  for  weeks  and  months  together, 
without  knowing  each  other's  denominational  associations,  and  were 
instrumental  in  the  salvation  of  many  souls. 

ADDRESSBS  AND   SERMONS. 

Five  thousand,  six  hundred  and  twenty  addresses  and  sermons 
were  delivered  by  our  delegates  and  the  volunteer  helpers  of  the 
Young  Men's  Association,  in  the  progress  of  four  thousand,  four 
hundred  and  forty  meetings.  Many  of  these  meetings  were  held 
in  the  presence  of  very  large  congregations.  Two  and  three  thou- 
sand men  have  sometimes  attended  with  earnest  interest  upon  the 
services.  That  good  results  have  followed  these  efforts,  many 
proofs  have  been  afforded.  Thousands  of  men  who  went  into  the 
army,  either  as  infidels,  or  utterly  indifferent  believers  in  Christian 
doctrine,  have  been  converted  to  an  earnest  and  active  Christian 
life.  A  large  number  have  been  baptized,  and  partaken  of  the 
Sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper. 

In  our  soldiers'  meetings  the  narratives  of  converted  men  have 
been  given,  in  which  God's  merciftil  providence  is  wonderfully  dis- 
played. The  man  that  left  his  home  for  army  adventure,  a  swearer, 
or  a  drunkard,  has  been  returned  to  it  a  devout  and  sober  Chris- 
tian believer.  He  has  gone  home  to  tell  of  his  almost  miraculous 
escapes  from  danger,  of  God's  gracious  providence  in  his  deliver- 
ance and  conversion,  and  to  live  among  his  friends  and  former 
associates,  a  standing  witness  of  the  power  and  grace  of  Almighty 
God,  upon  the  mind  and  heart  of  the  infidel  and  apostate. 
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LABOBEBS^   OTHBB  THAN  DELEGATES. 

Beside  our  regularly  laboring  delegates  over  the  wide  field  of 
Christian  service  allotted  us,  fifty-nine  gentlemen  have  wrought 
with  us  in  the  labors  of  the  hospitals,  and  -among  the  families  of 
the  sufferers  at  home.  This  form  of  our^service  is  in  many  respects 
similar  to  that  of  delegates  amid  the  army  service.  It  consists  in 
visiting  forts,  hospitals,  camps,  and  the  families  of  the  soldiers. 
Relief  is  afforded,  as  found  necessary.  Books,  tracts,  and  papers 
of  religious  character  are  distributed.  Meetings  are  held,  and 
religious  services  performed. 

HOSPITAL  STOEES. 

Our  agents  and  delegates  in  the  field  and  at  home  have  been 
well  supplied  with  hospital  stores.  Our  efforts  in  this  direction 
have  always  been  successful.  When  our  resources  have  seemed  to 
be  failing,  we  have  taxed  our  inventive  powers  and  increased  our 
labors,  and  in  this  way  have  always  b^  able  to  make  the 
necessary  provision.  Under  the  direction  and  blessing  of  a  kind 
Providence  we  have  been  abundantly  favored.  The  supply  called 
for  has  always  been  provided  and  sent.  Like  the  widow's  meal  and 
oil,  our  supply  has  never  failed.  When  there  wfts  little  there  was 
no  lack,  and  when  there  was  an  abundant  supply  there  was  nothing 
over. 

CHAPELS   AND   CHAPEL   SBBVIOES. 

We  have  expended  a  portion  of  our  means  in  the  provision  of 
chapels  and  chapel  tents  for' religious  services  at  hospitals  and  in 
camps.  The  amount  thus  used  was  comparatively  small,  but  great 
good  was  accomplished  by  it.  Our  part  of  the  expense  for  these 
chapels  has  been  generally  in  the  way  of  supplement  and  encour- 
agement to  expenditure  by  others.  Many  meetings  for  preaching 
and  prayer  have  been  held,  and  much  good  has  been  accomplished 
that  might  never  have  appeared  without  this  help  at  the  right  time 
and  place.  Many  soldiers  converted  in  these  chapels  have  gone 
home  to  live  Christian  lives,  or  have  passed  away,  rejoicing  in  the 
hope  of  a  blissful  immortality,  leaving  the  testimony  behind  them 
that  they  were  God's  children. 

BALTIMORE  CHRISTIAN  ASSOCIATION. 

Allusion  has  been  made  in  this  statement  to  the  services  of  fifty- 
nine  gentlemen  besides  the  regularly  commissioned  delegates  of  the 
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Commission.  These  gentlemen  were  nearly  all  members  of  the 
Baltimore  Christian  Association.  This  association  has  supplied 
our  service  with  a  large  number  of  laborers  since  its  organization 
in  1861.  During  the  past  year  they  have  visited  every  department 
of  our  district,  and  the  field  of  labor  in  which  we  have  served 
beyond  it.  '  Although  not  a  part  of  our  organization,  the  associa- 
tion bebame  an  auxiliary  in  our  service,  and  so  continued  until  the 
close  of  the  war.  They  wrought  faithfully  with  our  delegates,  and 
without  them.  Large  quantities  of  stores,  and  books,  and  religious 
papers  were  distributed  by  them.  Since  the  war  has  closed,  they 
find  all  the  work  they  can  do  among  the  families  of  the  soldiers  in 
Baltimore  and  its  vicinity.  There  was  scarcely  a  battle-field,  or 
camp,  or  hospital,  within  the  limits  of  our  district,  but  shared  in 
the  faithful  labors  of  these  worthy  and  able  co-laborers  of  the 
Commission.  And  we  trust  there  will  not  be  a  soldier's  home  in 
Baltimore  un visited  by  them  and  unblessed  with  their  ministrations* 

CLOSB   OF  THE  COMMITTEE'S   LABORS. 

In  accordance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Central  organization,  pur 
Committee  resolved  to  discontinue  its  organization  in  December. 
The  Committee  has  ceased  to  exist  as  an  organized  body,  and 
another  Committee  has  been  appointed  to  attend  to  any  necessary 
matters  needing  attention  in  the  gradual  working  out  of  the  service. 
As  the  Commission  that  through  the  war  brought  Christ  to  tempted 
men  and  relief  to  human  suffering  has  ceased  its  labors,  the  records 
of  the  period  are  full  of  their  sympathies  and  services.  The  good 
they  have  done  may  not  be  told  in  time.  The  light  of  eternity 
alone  can  reveal  it. 

J.  N.  McJiLTON,  . 
Seo'y  Md.  Oom.y  U.  S.  Christian  Commismn. 


Beport  of  the  Army  Committee,  Washington,  D.  C 
The  accompanying  Reports  of  Alexandria  and  Camp  Distribu- 
tion, and  this  city,  will  sufficiently  set  forth  what  the  Commission 
has  attempted,  during  the  past  year,  at  those  points. 

Besides  the  regular  routine  of  forwarding  supplies  to  City  Point, 
distributed  by  hundreds  of  delegates  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
and  the  ordinary  work  in  Alexandria,  at  Camps  Barry  and  Distri- 
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bution,  and  other  places  in  the  vicinity,  there  were  some  new  fea- 
tnres  introduced  into  the  work  of  1865. 

First,  that  of  the  Diet  Kitchen,  under  the  efficient  superintend- 
ence of  Mrs.  Annie  Wittenmjer.  Though  a  beginning  was  made 
the  latter  part  of  the  previous  year,  this  year  the  work  was  greatly 
improved  and  extended.  We  had  Diet  Kitchens  in  five  of  the 
Washington  Hospitals, ,  Finley,  Emory,  Campbell,  Mt.  Sleasant 
and  Columbian.  From  these  kitchens,  and  only  from  these,  rations, 
as  prescribed  for  each  patient  by  the  attending  surgeon,  were 
issued  to  all  who  were  not  able  to  leave  their  wards  and  go  to  the 
common  table.  Th^e  were  all  prepared  under  the  direction,  and, 
to  some  extent,  by  the  hands  of  the  ladies  in  charge.  Whatever 
was  required  for  the  good  of  the  men,  in  addition  to  supplies  from 
the  Government,  by  way  of  clothing  and  delicacies  of  various  kinds, 
was  freely  furnished  by  the  Commission.  Thus,  besides  adding 
greatly  to  the  comfort  of  the  sick  tod  sufiering — ^giving  them  the 
best  substitute  for  home  itself — doubtless  not  a  few  precious  lives 
were  saved.  And,  in  addition  to  their  ministrations  to  the  body, 
these  Christian  ladies  also  visited  the  men,  from  cot  to  cot,  cheer- 
ing them  with  their  presence  and  sympathy,  and  conversing  with 
them  of  Jesus,  and  of  the  ^^rest  that  remaineth." 

Diet  Kitchens,  on  the  same  plan,  were  also  introduced  into  the 
Hospital^  in  Alexandria.  One  did  good  service  in  the  fieldj  in  the 
hospital  of  the  Ninth  Army  Corps,  encamped  near  Georgetown. 

Secondly,  Fart  Work.  This  year  we  attempted  to  do,  syste- 
matically, throughout  the  extensive  lines  of  fortifications  around 
Washington,  on  both  sides  of  the  Potomac,  what  had  hitherto  been 
left  to  a  few  occasional  visitations.  Providence  brought  to  our 
hands,  at  just  the  right  time,  a  suitable  man.  Rev.  J.  C.  Kingsley 
to  take  charge  of  this  entire  Department,  to  organize  it  thoroughly, 
and  keep  all  the  wheels  in  motion.  He  was  provided  with  a  horse 
and  carriage,  and  furnished  Vith  all  the  laborers  he  required.  He 
established  stations  at  all  the  more  important  points,  at  Fairfax 
Court-House  and  Vienna,  in  Ya.,  for  regular  preaching,  and  other 
delegate  work,  and  perfected  arrangements  for  systematic  visita- 
tion, preaching,  distribution  of  stored,  and  reading,  throughout  the 
chain  of  Forts  on  both  sides  the  river.  At  some  points,  there  were 
seasons  of  precious  refreshing,  from  the  presence  of  the  Lord,  and 
many  indulged  hope. 
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Thirdly,  Loan  Libraries.  The  happy  thought  of  this  enterprise, 
for  the  benefit  of  the  entire  army,  was  reserved  for  this  closing 
year  of  the  war.  We  will  only  say,  in  this  connection,  that  quite 
a  large  number  of  these  choice  libraries,  (assorted  and  put  up  in 
cases,  at  Philadelphia,  under  the  direction,  of  Chaplain.  J.  C. 
Thomas,)  were  loaned  for  use  in  barracks,  hospitals  and  forts  in 
and  around  Washington.  Nothing  could  be  more  gratifying  than 
the  thankfulness  with  which  they  were  received,  and  the  eagerness 
with  which  they  were  read,  and  the  palpably  happy  effects  upon 
the  habits  and  morals  of  many  of  the  soldiers.  We  received  written 
and  verbal  testimonies  to  this  effect.  We  have  seen  the  eye  fill 
with  tears,^  as  men  in  charge  of  the  stations  have  reported  to  us 
these  things. 

Fourthly,  Work  in  the  Returned  Armies. 

After  Grant's  and  Sherman's  victorious  legions  had  returned  to 
Washington,  and  encamped,  the  one  on  the  Virginia  side,  and  the 
other  on  the  Maryland  side  of  the  river,  to  tarry  weeks  or  months, 
till  they  could  be  "mustered  out,"  we  found  it  ne^cessary  to  re-or- 
ganize here  a  system  of  work  similar  to  what  had  been  in  the  lines 
before  Richmond  and  Petersburg.  Accordingly,  delegates*  tents 
and  chapel  tents  were  set  up  in  the  several  corps.  The  delegates 
went  to  work  here  just  as  they  had  done  in  the  army  in  winter- 
quarters,  holding  preaching  services  and  prayer-meetings,  visiting, 
systematically,  through  the  regiments,  brigades,  divisions,  talking 
with  the  men,  and  supplying  them  with  religious  reading  and  such 
hospital  stores  as  were  needed.  Very  large  quantities  of  linder- 
clothing  were  furnished  to  Gen.  Sherman's  men,  who  had  worn 
out  every  thing  in  their  long  march  across  the  country.  Also, 
large  supplies  of  anti-scorbutics,  potatoes  and  onions  by  the  thou- 
sand bushels,  and  hundreds  of  barrels  of  cucumber  pickles. 

Arrangements  irere  made,  in  connection  with  our  store-room,  for 
giving  dinners,  daily,  to  large  numbers  of  soldiers,  visiting  the  city. 

Our  work  is  done.  Thanks  to  a  merciful  Providence,  there  is 
,  no  longer  need  for  it.  In  all  departments  of  our  labor,  from  first 
to  last,  for  the  good  of  the  soldiers,  we  were  cheered  by  the  grati- 
tude of  the  men,  and  by  many  tokens  of  the  divine  approbation. 
We  cannot  doubt  that  many — ^many  thousands — some  of  whom 
have  passed  away,  and  some  of  whom  are  in  the  walks  of  useful- 
ness upon  earth,  were  led  to  the  Saviour  through  the  Christian  en- 
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deavors  which  the  noble  charities  of  our  supporters  enabled  us  to 
make  in  behalf  of  these  patriotic  and  suffering  men. 

On  behalf  of  the  District  Committee  of^the  United  States  Chris- 
tian Commission. 

Wm.  Ballanttnb,  Chairman. 


B^ort  of  Bev.  0.  P.  Pitcher,  Kissionary  and  Distributor  for  the  Com- 
miision  in  Washington.* 

During  the  earlier  part  of  the  year  throngs  of  prisoners  and  de- 
serters from  the  dwindling  ranks  of  the  Rebel  army,  poured  in  upon 
us.  After  the  fall  of  Richmond,  our  own  victorious  troops  with 
tattered  banners  came  crowding  our  thoroughfares,  homeward 
bound. 

These  grand  events  greatly  modified  this  field  of  missionary  labor. 
They  have  furnished  many  favorable  opportunities,  not  only  to 
preach  the  gospel  to  thousands  of  wretched  "conscripts"  who  had 
fled  from  treason's  banner,  but  also  to  welcome  our  returning  con- 
querors. Give  them  words  of  counsel,  and  books  suited  to  their 
transition  experience  from  military  to  civil  life,  such  as  ^^  Mustered 
Out,'*  "Homeward  Bound,"  "Parting  Words,"  &c. 

Although  the  war  has  closed,  and  we  listen  no  more  to  the  mar- 
tial tread  of  armed  men,  bound  for  scenes  of  conflict;  nor  witness 
the  long  lines  of  "convalescents"  from  the  great  hospitals  directing 
their  steps  to  "Camp  Distribution,"  to  rejoin  their  regiments  in  the 
field.  And  "Forrest  Hall"  is  deserted  of  "Deserters,"  and  the 
Central  Guard  House  is  thronged  no  more  with  delinquent  and  dis- 
orderly soldiers,  and  Carroll,  and  the  "Old  Capitol,"  have  ceased 
to  swarm  with  bushwhackers,  guerrillas,  and  prisoners  of  war,  atnd 
many  great  camps  about  the  City  have  been  broken  up;  and  the 
bosom  of  the  Potomac  is  no  more  burdened  with  floating  hospitals, 
bearing  from  the  sanguinary  field  to  our  shores,  myriads  of  sick, 
wounded  and  dying  heroes,  requiring  immediate  attention, — there 
still  remains  at  Washington  an  important  field  for  the  Missionary 
operations  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association. 


*  It  should  be  kept  in  mind  that  this  is  the  report  of  the  labor  of  a  single  agent. 
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SUMMARY  OF  DISTRIBUTION  AND  LABOR  FOR  THE  YEAR. 

Copies  of  Scriptures  distributed,     -        -        -  1,618 
"     Religious  Papers,  distributed,       -          40,297 

"    Soldiers'  Knapsack  Books,  distributed,  4,292  , 

"     Hymn  Books,  distributed,        -        -  448 

"    Pamphlets, 154 

Pages  of  Tracts,   -        -        -        -        -        -       23,668 

Number  of  Religious  Services  held,   -        -        -  391 
Number  of  those  who  have  given  evidence  of  con- 
version, or  reclamation,  or  earnestly  desiring 

religion, 188 

Number  of  visits  to  camp  and  barracks,  for  prayer 
with  the  sick  and  dying,  (not  including  services) 

and  for  distribution  of  reading,      ...  629 

Miles  travelled  on  foot  and  by  street  cars,      -  1,296 

SUMMARY  OF  LABOR  AND  DISTRIBUTION  FOR  THREE  YEARS. 

Distributed  copies  of  the  Scriptures  in  various  languages,  28,177 
"  "  "  Religious  Papers,  -  -  -  155,898 
"  "  "  Soldiers'  Hymn  Book,  -  11,855 
«  Knapsack  Book,  -  14,451 
Pamphlets,  -  .  -  -  935 
"  Pages  of  Tracts,  -  -  -  -  -  1,773,261 
Number  of  Religious  Services  held,  -  .  -  -  1,498 
"  "  Conversions,  and  of  those  reclaimed,  or  ear- 
nestly desiring  religion,  ...  -  587 
"  "  Visits  exclusive  of  meetings,  -  -  1,181 
"     "  Miles  travelled  in  the  work,      -        -        -  5,240 

Exhortations  and  conversations  at  the  meetings,  and  in  distribu- 
tions, personal  ministrations  to  the  penitent,  suffering  and  dying, 
the  supply  of  stationery,  and  hospital  stores,  and  correspondence, 
&c.,  for  the  soldiers  with  their  friends  at  home,  though  constituting 
a  most  essential  and  interesting  part,  cannot  be  reported  by  figures. 

Of  the  many  encouraging  scenes  and  incidents  occurring  in  con- 
nection with  this  work,  permit  me  to  notice  the  following: 

During  the  autumn,  winter  and  spring  of  1864  and  1865,  at  one- 
of  the  regular  appointments  for  more  than  two  years,  the  Mission 
Chapel  built  by  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  near  Camp 
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Fry,  such  was  the  religious  interest  among  a  few  Christian  soldiers, 
worshipping  there,  that  a  series  of  meetings  was  kept  up  nearly  all 
this  time.  As  the  result,  brother  Otis,  the  librarian,  an  active  co- 
laborer  in  this  work,  informed  me,  that  not  less  than  eighty-five 
"Veteran  Reserves,"  soldiers  from  that  camp,  (Ninth  and  .Tenth 
Regiments,  Veteraii  Reserve  Corps,)  had  been  converted  and  re- 
claimed, and  proved  faithful. 

At  the  close  of  a  service  at  the  "Soldier's  Rest,"  in  October 
1863,  a  soldier  of  the  Twentieth  New  York  Cavalry,  came  to  my 
side,  desiring  to  speak  with  me.  He  led  me  outside  the  barracks, 
and  pointing  to  cards  scattered,  exclaimed  in  sorrowful  tones, 
^-^  There  is  my  damnation!  I  have  been  a  very  wicked  man;  a 
swearer,  a  drunkard,  a  gambler,  and  given  to  other  vices,  which  I 
will  not  name,  and  I  fear  there  is  no  hope  for  me.  I  was  gambling 
when  the  meeting  commenced,  but  during  the  services  something^ 
touched  me,  I  stopped  gambling,  and  threw  away  my  cards,  but  I 
fear  there  is  no  hope  in  my  case."  While  he  gazed  upon  the  ground 
with  despairing  look,  I  pointed  him  to  Christ. 

To  describe  all  the  interesting  stages  of  his  e^cperiejice  and  future 
course,  would  require  too  extended  a  chapter  for  this  report,  suffice 
it  to  say,  that  he  turned  away  from  his^  sins,  confessipg  them  before 
his  comrades,  and  exhorting  them  to  join  him  in  the  service  pf  the 
Lord,  found  peace  in  believing — assisted  me  two  weeks  afterwards 
at  Camp  Stoneman,  and  so  great  was  his  desire  to  do  good,  that  be 
offered  ten  dollars  per  month  of  his  private's  pay  to  purchase  reli-' 
gious  reading  for  the  soldiers.  In  letters  received  several  months 
afterwards,  he  assured  me  he  was  still  holding  fdst  to  the  Saviour; 
that  daily  prayer-meetiiigs  were  kept  up  in  his  Company ;  that  some 
six  or  eight  of  his  companions  had  enlisted  with  him  in  religion ; 
and  others  were  almost  persuaded. 

Permit  me,  in  closing,  to  give  God  the  glory  for  these  abundant 
trophies  of  His  grace,  and  to  express  the  hope  that  beyond  these 
the  silent  influences  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  and  millions  of  pages 
of  religious  reading  distributed  among  more  than  two  hundred  thou- 
sand men  in  our  army  and  navy,  among  whom  I  have  labored,  may 
ripen  into  many  a  sheaf  of  golden  grain  to  be  brought  by  the  gather- 
ing angelS)  in  the  great  harvest,  to  the  garner* of  the  Lord. 

0.  P.  PiTCHEB, 

Missionary  Young  Men's  Christian  Association. 
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'  Seport  of  Bev.  0.  C.  Thompion,  Station  Agent  at  Alexandria,  Ta. 

At  the  closing  of  last  year's  Report  of  the  labors  of  the  Chris- 
tian Commission  at  Alexandria,  we  were  in  full  work  at  twenty- 
three  hospitals/  seventeen  forts  and  camps^  and  five  military  pri- 
sons.* 

The  military  prisons  of  the  town  filled  up  the  first  month  of  the 
year,  and  gave  us  a  very  interesting  field  of  labor.  The  prisoners 
were  mostly  held  on  charges  of  desertion,  and  numbered  from  three 
to  four  thousand.  The  hardened  bounty-jumper,  the  man  who  had 
over-stayed  his  furlough  one  day  at  home,  or  had  been  detained  by 
imperfect  railroad  connection,  and  the  perfectly  innocent  man, 
picked  up  by  the  detective  for  the  sake  of  $30,  all^  filed  into 
the  prison-barracks  together.  The  condition  of  these  prisoners 
was  deplorably  bad.  Without  a  chaplain,  with  no  one  to  give 
personal  attention  to  their  wants  and  woes,  both  guilty  and  inno- 
cent were  wretched  and  desolate.  At  the  request  of  the  Inspector 
of  Prisons,  we  undertook  to  stand  "next  friend"  to  these  outcasts. 
Their  greatest  want  was  that  of  communication  with  their  friends 
at  home.  Some  of  them  were  mere  boys,  who  should  have  been  at 
home  under  their  mother's  care. 

We  were  pained  to  see  how  large  a  proportion  of  these  were  sons 
of  widows.  Many  of  them  were  out  of  respectable  families,  and 
some  the  sons  of  ministers  of  the  gospel. 

When,  by  paper  and  pencil,  postage-stamps,  and  often  by  wri- 
ting  ourselves,  we  put  them  in  communication  with  their  friends, 
the  return  letters  brought  back  to  us  a  shower  of  blessings.  Home- 
packages  for  the  prisoners  began  to  pour  in,  and  the  inquiries  and 
suggestions,  and  griefs  and  thanksgivings  innumei'able,  from  the 
distant  parents  and  brothers  and  wives  of  these  men,  made  a  port- 
folio of  correspondence  full  of  touching  interest. 

We  held  divine  service  in  each  of  the  eighteen  wards  every  Sab- 
bath, and  distributed  religious  periodicals  every  week,  in  addition 
to  the  daily  labor  of  one  delegate  constantly  at  work  in  the  prisons. 
Happy  results  were  manifest,  the  truths  of  the  gospel  came  to  these 
men  as  they  never  came  before.  An  incident  will  best  illustrate: 
The  last  week  of  our  labor  in  Alexandria,  a  discharged  prisoner,, 
from  the  "slave  pen/'  came  into  our  rooms  to  inquire  for  the  man 
who  preached  in  the  "pen"  the  day  before.  This  soldier  was  re- 
joicing in  a  new  hope  of  forgiveness.     "The  light  had  come  to 
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him/'  he  said,  during  that  sermon.  ^^  One  of  your  delegates  gare 
me  a  little  book,  entitled  ^Gome  to  Jesns.'  I  read  it,  and  re-read 
it,  and  could  not  stop  reading  it;  and  then  that  man  came  and 
preached  so  good!  Oh!  I  thank  God  that  I  was  put  into  that 
horrible  place.  I  was  innocent  of  any  charge  brought  against  me, 
yet  this  was  the^way  by  which  I  was  to  be  blessed.  God  meant  it 
for  good,  and  I  hope,  from  the  bottom  of  my  heart.  He  will  bless 
the  Christian  Commission,  as  He  has  blessed  me.'' 

A  young  man,  from  Andover  Theological  Seminary,  who  labored 
with  us  in  1864,  came  out  again  in  1865,  and  went  to  the  front,  at 
Petersburg,  where  he  was  arrested  by  a  soldier's  inquiry,  "  Do  you 
know  me?  "  "No."  "I  remember  you  yery  well;  you  preached 
to  us  in  the  prison  at  Alexandria,  last  year,  and  in  that  preaching 
my  eyes  were  opened  to  see  the  Saviour." 

The  delegate  inquired  of  his  comrade,  about  the  Soldier's  con- 
duct, and  found  he  was  a  .devoted  Christian,  holding  prayer-meet* 
ings  often  with  his  fellow-soldiers.      ,  ^ 

The  hospitals  were  the  special  field  of  labor  for  the  Commission 
at  Alexandria.  We  endeavored  to  reach  every  patienj;  once  a  day, 
and  sometimes  twice.  The  good  accomplished  in  this  work  can 
never  be  told,  on  this  side  of  the  eternal  world.  To  many  a  dying 
soldier  these  acts  of  Christian  sympadiy  were  the  last  kind  tokens 
of  friendship  bestowed.  Many,  who  left  the  hospitals  to  join  their 
regiments  at  the  front,  or  the  society  of  their  friends  at  home,  feel, 
and  have  gratefully  acknowledged  the  timely  aid  furnished  by  our 
delegates,  without  which  they  too,  as  they  declare,  would  have 
filled  a  soldier's  grave  in  Alexandria  Cemetery.  The  number  of 
conversions  in  the  hospitals  is  worthy  of  notice.  Some  of  the  dele- 
gates were  cheered  by  being  permitted  to  report  ten,  and,  in  one 
instance,  fifteen  definite  cases  of  hopeful  conversion  during  their 
six  weeks'  labor.  In  June,  Samuel  Worelen,  a  patient  in  Sickles' 
Hospital,  was  led  into  conversation  with  a  delegate,  respecting  his 
condition  as  a  sinner .  before  God.  He  became  greatly  agitated 
and  asked  the  delegate  to  pray  for  him,  and  to  pray  then.  EUs  sins 
and  their  consequences,  seemed  to  stare  him  in  the  face.  He 
prayed  for  himself,  crying  aloud,  ^'0  God,  have  mercy^upon  me,  a 
wicked,  lost  sinner!"  He  cried  out  so  loudly,  and  in  such  agony, 
that  he  drew  to  his  bedside  a  large  number  from  the  other  wards. 
It  was  a  heart-rending  scene.    But  all  at  once  he  ceased  crying 
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for  mercy  and  shouted,  "Glory  to  God!  Glory!  Glory!  Blessed 
Jesus,  0  how  precious  you  are !  How  full  of  love  and  compassion ! 
Saved  by  Jesus!  Jesus,  how  precious!  Lovely,  lovely!"  His 
look  of  fear  and  shame  had  given  place  to  radiant  smiles.  He  was 
transfigured  before  his  attendants.  The  light,  i|ito  which  he  came 
in  a  twinkling,  was  as  marvellous  as  the  previous  darkness  had  been 
dreadful.  No  one  would  have  supposed  it  in  his  power  to  put  into 
language  such  exultations  of  joy.  He  soon  commenced  praying  for 
his  mother  and  brothers  at  home,  with  strong  importunity,  and 
seemed  to  come  into  rest,  as  he  had  in  the  prayer  for  his  own  for- 
giveness, and  the  delegate  left  him  calm  and  full  of  peace. 

During  the  next  interview,  the  same  day,  he  asked  the  delegate 
to  pray  with  him,  engaging  in  the  prayer  with  great  earnestness, 
uttering  frequent  responses. 

Soon  after,  he  fell  into  a  gentle  slumber.  The  next  morning, 
when  the  delegate  called,  he  learnjdd  that  the  happy  spirit  had 
taken  its  flight,  leaving  earth  in  the  full  triumph  of  the  Christian's 
faith. 

This  remarkable  conversion  produced  a  deep  impression  on  all 
who  witnessed  it,  and  was  the  theme  of  conversation  at  the  Hospi- 
tal for  many  days. 

About  the  commencement  of  the  present  year,  the  Soldier's 
Be^ty  in  Alexandria,  became  the  Camp  of  Distribution  for  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac,  opening  a  new  and  extensive  field  of  labor. 

Here  we  held  divine  service  every  evening,  and  twice  on  the 
Sabbath,  when  the  strength  of  delegates  would  permit. 

On  the  retiim  of  troops  from  the  "front,"  after  the  close  of  the 
Rebellion,  the  hill-tops  and  valleys,  in  our  vicinity,  were  literally 
covered  with  our  brave  boys.  These  we  endeavored  to  reach,  as 
far  as  was  in  our  power,  and  soon  the  work  became  so  increased, 
that  a  large  part  of  the  power  and  labor  of  the  Christian  Commis- 
sion was  concentrated  at  this  point. 

The  number  of  delegates  who  worked  with  us  during  the  time  I 
was  in  Alexandria,  was  one  hundred  and  fifty,  most  of  whom  la- 
bored their  full  six  weeks.  With  very  few  exceptions,  they  evinced 
a  deep  sense  of  their  responsibility,  and  great  devotion  to  their  work. 

They  came  from  all  our  northern  evangelical  churches,  and  yet 
60  perfectly  were  they  one,  that  frequently  their  whole  term  of  ser- 
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▼ice  would  pass  without  it  being  known  to  what  denomination  thej 
belonged. 

Throughout  our  entire  work,  we  enjoyed  the  approbation  of  the 
gurgeons  of  hospitals,  oflScers  in  the  army,  and  keepers  of  the  pri-» 
sons. 

The  building  occupied  by  the  Comnussion  here,  was  without  ex^ 
pense  to  us. 

By  the  direction  of  the  District  Committee,  at  Washington,  we 
closed  our  Station  on  the  21st  of  August,  1865.  The  troops  had 
been  mostly  discharged^  and  had  gone  to  their  homes  in.  the  Norths 
The  prisoners  had  been  tried  and  acquitted,*  or  sent  to  punishment 
elsewhere.  The  hospitals  were  closed  with  one  exception,  where 
less  than  one  hundred  patients  remained. 

Thus  closed  our  department  in  the  labor  of  ameliorating  the  suf* 
ferings  of  the  heroic  defenders  of  our  country  in  the  great  rebel- 
lion. We  would  join  with  all  the  noble  band  of  our  delegates,  and 
with  the  multitudes  of  brave  soldiers^  on  earth  and  in  heaven,  to 
praise  God  for  putting  it  into  the  hearts  of  His  people  to  establish 
and  sustain  the  United  States  Christian  Commission. 


Camp  Distribution,  near  Alexandria,  Virginia. 

[This  report  is  furnished  by  Mrs.  Rev.  J.  P.  Fisher,  the  wife  and 
devoted  assistant  of  our  lamented  brother,  the  agent  in  charge  of 
the  Commission  work  at  the  camp.  No  other  one  had  a  larger  part 
in  that  blessed  work  than  Mrs.  F.,  a  part  which  she  has  succeeded 
in  keeping  almost  entirely  out  of  sight  in  this  sketch.  Mention  of 
Mr.  Fisher's  death  is  made  at  the  close  of  this  report.] 

The  work  of  the  United  States  Christian  Commission  at  Camp 
.Distribution,  embraced  within  its  limits  Forts  Scott,  Albany,  C^Lmp 
Casey,  (for  Colored  troops,)  Forts  Richardson,  Berry,  Barnard,  Rey- 
nolds, Battery  Garache,  and  Fort  Ward.  The  six  first-named  forts, 
were  regular  preaching  places  for  the  Sabbath,  as  were  also  the 
others,  wh  en  the  preaching  force  would  admit.  All  were  visited 
during  the  week  with  papers,  hymn-books  and  Testaments.  As  the 
men  at  these  forts  were  frequently  changed,  the  number  thu^ 
reached  was  very  large. 
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'  The  service  in  summer  was  held  in  open  air;'  in  winter,  in  the 
barracks,  except  at  Fort  Barnard,  where  the  carpenter-shop,  nicely 
swept,  and  with  boards  supported  on  nail-kegs  for  seats,  was  for  the 
Sabbath  converted  into  a^  chapel. 

The  barracks  belonging  to  these  forts,  were  frequently  visited, 
and  soldiers  conversed  with  through  the  week.  Said  one  to  Mr. 
Fisher,  "The  people  of  God  will  follow  us  wherever  we  go.*' 
Another,  on  the  way  to  Fort  Ward,  in  charge  of  the  ordnance, 
who  was  a  Maltese  and  a  Catholic,  would,  if  passed  by,  hail  the  . 
delegate,  asking  earnestly  that  he  might  have  the  New  York  Ob- 
server, Independent  or  Messenger. 

Delegates  returning  from  service,  though  weary  and  heated  from 
Bummer's  sun,  or  cold  and  wet  from  winter's  storms,  were  always 
refreshed  in  spirit;  and  with  faces  a-glow  with  pleasure,  declared 
each  one,  that  they  had  found  the  most  gentlemanly  soldiers,  the 
most  attentive  congregations,  the  best  singing,  the  warmest  thanks, 
the  most  cordial  invitations  to  come  agai^. 

Gamp  Distribution  was  guarded  by  a  regiment  of  Veteran  Re- 
serves. In  the  camp  of  the  Reserves  the  Christian  Commission  had 
a  chapel-tent,  where  preaching  service  was  held  always  three  even- 
ings in  a  week,  and  when  practicable,  every  evening.  After  preaching, 
cameihe  prayer-meeting.  The  work  of  the  Lord  at  this  tent  was 
progressive,  persons  frequently  rising  for  prayer,  and  making  con- 
fessions of  penitence  and  acceptance  through  atoning  blood.  Dele- 
gates becatne  intensely  interested  in  this  regiment  and,  considered 
it  a  field  of  great  promise. 

Camp  Distribution,  itself,  comprised  fifty  barracks.  For  months, 
a  portion  of  the  barracks,  served  as  a  prison  for  deserters  from  our 
own  army,  and  of  course  was  closely  guarded.  These  were  objects 
of  special  regard,  and  were  furnished  with  large  quantities  of  sta- 
tionery, needles,  thread  and  reading.  Personal  attention  given  to 
many  who  had  been  arrested  on  false  charges,  led  to  their  speedy, 
examination  and  release. 

Early  one  Sabbath  morning,  Mr.  Fisher,  on  his  way  to  preach  at 
one  of  the  forts,  contrary  to  his  usual  method,  called  at  one  of  these 
barracks  to  leave  papers.  As  the  guard  opened  the  door,  he  saw  in 
the  further  end,  a  man  somewhat  advanced  in  years,  with  head 
bowed  upon  his  breast.  Stepping  in,  he  exclaimed,  "Why,  Pil- 
grim, how  came  you  here?"     Instantly  the  soldier  raised  his  head. 
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and  sadly  came  forward:  ^^Oh,  Mr.  Fisher,  I  was  arrested  thus 
morning,  but  indeed  I  am  not  a  deserter,  I  belong  to  a  Pennsylva- 
nia Regiment.  A  man  with  my  name  and  initials^  belonging  to  a 
New  York  Regiment,  has  deserted,  and  I  4m  arrested.*'  Mr.  Fisher 
went  at  once  to  the  proper  authorities,  and  identified  this  man  as 
one  who  had  been  in  camp  nearly  three  weeks,  waiting  to  be  sent 
to  his  regiment,  and  who  had  daily  attended  at  chapel,  taken  part 
in  the  exercises,  and  because  of  his  great  earnestness  and  importu- 
nity, had  been  named  Pilgrim  by  his  comrades.  Upon  thi^  repre. 
sentation.  Pilgrim  was  sent  to  more  comfortable  quarters  for  the 
day,  and  early  next  morning  released.  ''Pilgrim**  acknowledged 
God's  goodness';  said  he  had  been  much  cast  down  at  the  idea  of 
spending  God's  holy  day  in  such  a  place,  but  he  had  made  up  his 
mind  to  go  on  self-review,  though  at  first  he  could  scarcely  pray. 

The  camp  was  one  of  constant  change;  sometimes  thousands  leav- 
ing in  a  week,  and  their  places  filled  by  others  also  passing,  as 
delegates  with  haversacks  of  Testaments  and  papers  sallied  out  to 
supply  these  squads  and  detachments  as  they  were  filing  off.  I  re- 
call one  such  scene:  One  Sabbath  noon,  a  regiment  was  halted  in 
front  of  our  rooms.  One  of  the  delegates  just  returned  from  preach- 
ing went  out,  and  again  ai\d  again  returned  for  a  supply.  Dinner 
being  ready,  we  sat  down;  quickly  we  ate,  and  again  he  went,  forth 
with  his  supplies.  Returning,  he  said,  there  is  another  regiment 
coming;  can't  I  have  something  larger  for  Testaments?.  Quickly 
getting  a  half-bushel  basket,  we  poured  the  Testaments  from  the 
shelf,  without  stopping  to  count.  The  order,  "Forward,"  had 
already  been  given,  but  falling  out  of  rank,  eagerly  the  men 
caught  the  book  from  hand  or  basket  as  best  they  might,  those  too 
far  in  advance  calling  out,  "Take  one  for  me,"  yes,  for  me,  "and 
me."  Again  the  basket  was  filled,  and  as  quickly  emptied,  many 
being  unable  to  conceal  their  disappointment  on  finding  none  for 
them.  They  were  passing,  gone,  and  some  were  not  supplied.  As 
the  gray-haired  man  of  sixty-four  returned,  he  lifted  up  his  voice 
and  wept  aloud,  saying,  "I  can't  help  crying,  to  think  I  should  take 
time  to  eat  my  dinner,  and  they  have  gone  away  hungry  for  the 
bread  of  life." 

The  interest  of  the  Christian  Commission  work  in  the  camp  cen- 
tered -at  the  chapel.  It  would  accommodate  a  thousand  worship- 
ers.  Here  were  our  prayer-meetings  every  morning  at  nine  o'clock, 
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mid  preaching  four  evenings  in  the  week,  and  twice  on  the  Sabbath. 
The  preaching  services  were  preceded  by  half  an  hour  prayer- 
meeting.  Wednesday  evening  was  given  to  a  temperance  meeting, 
and  Saturday  evening  to  a  soldier's  experience  meeting. 

The  temperance  meetings  were  of  great  interest  and  value.  An 
Association  was  formed  by  the  soldierti  themselves  early  in  the  war, 
and  kept  up  through  all  the  changing  generations  of  the  camp. 
Every  evening  the  pledge  was  offered  for  signature.  Some  eve- 
nings as  many  as  seventy  were  added.  The  roll  numbers  three  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  names.  Often  the  soldiers  sent  their  pledges 
home;  that,  as  they  said,. if  they  fell  in  battle  their  friends  might 
know  they  died  sober.  The  benches  under  the  trees  were  a  favor- 
ite resort  for  soldiers,  with  paper  or  book  in  hand.  At  early 
dawn  they  could  be  seen  absorbed  in  the  perusal  of  the  Word  of  Life. 
One  morning  a  young  soldier  was  noticed  reading  intently,  and  then 
bowing  his  head  upon  the  bench  before  him.  Again  he  read,  tears 
came  down  his  cheeks,  he  bowed  again.  Dear  boy,  you  arq  think- 
ing of  the  morning  hour  of  prayer  at  some  far  off  home  altar.  Sure- 
ly a  kind  word  will  be  in  season  here.  A  delegate  sits  down  on  the 
bench,  and  draws  him  into  conversation.  Presently  they  wijbhdraw, 
and  you  hear  the  voice  of  prayer.  The  Word,  the  blessed  memory, 
the  family  prayer,  perhaps  then  offering,  and  the  Christian  coun- 
sel, all  blessed  of  God,  have  done  their  work.  The  young  sol- 
dier has  enlisted  again.  Meetings  were  often  held  under  the  trees, 
lighted  with  lanterns  swinging  in  their  branches.  Picturesque, 
solemn  and  impressive,  was  the  scene.  Five  hundred,  in  earnest 
attention  upon  the  Word,  or  voices  blending  in  praise.  The  re- 
frains, "I  do  believe,"  "I'm  going  home,"  "There'll  be  no  more 
sorrow  there,"  wafting  upon  the  evening  air,  arrested  attention  and 
attracted  careless  ones,  who  gathered  around  at  respectful  distance, 
as  if  on  picket  duty,  and  gradually  closed  in,  scarcely  committed, 
yet  wondrously  interested.  At  the  close  of  each  service,  the  invi- 
tation to  come  forward,  or  rise  for  prayer,  was  responded  to  by 
from  ten  to  fifty.  One  evening  more  than  half  the  congregation 
rose  and  went  forward,  asking  the  prayers  of  their  comrades.  The 
next  day,  a  soldier  writing  to  his  wife,  through  a  delegate's  pen, 
when  asked.  Any  thing  more?  replied,  "Oh,  yes,  tell  her  there 
never  was  such  a  meeting  as  that  held  last  night."  I  did  not'know 
that  I  would  find  any  Christians  in  the  army,  but  when  I  saw  two 
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hoBdred  go  forward,  I  could  not  boliere  it.  There  nerer  was  sn^ 
thing  like  it  before.  Tell  her  we  have  good  religions  priyilegea  at 
this  camp.  They  could  not  be  better."  It  was  the  design  to  close 
before  roll  call,  but  so  interested  did  many  become,  that  they  ofien 
Continued  to  pray  and  sing  till  near  midnight.  After  going  to 
answer  to  their  names  and  returning,  the  tattoo,  signal  for  "lights 
out,"  was  of  course  obeyed,  but  the  moon  and  stars,  subject  only 
to  the  King  whom  they  worshipped^  still  shed  their  pale  light  through 
the  branches  of  the  trees.  During  the  fall  and  winter,  the  congre- 
gation ranged  from  three  to  six  and  seven  hundred.  Several  cha- 
racteristics deserve  mention.  They  were  always  punctual,  and 
often  waited  for  the  minister  before  the  hour.  They  were  earnest* 
ly  attentive,  no  drowsing,  or  lolling,  no  standing  with  cap  in  hand^ 
in  haste  for  the  benediction,  but  a  lingering  after  it,  as  if  the 
place  were  precious.  Returning  from  "chapel  tent,"  we  frequent- 
ly overheard,  "I  could  have  staid  two  hours  longer."  '  "Why  did 
they  close  so  early?"  "How  short  it  seemed!"  The  interest  in- 
creased rather  than  abated,  large  numbers  rising  for  prayer.  At 
the  prayer  and  conference  meetings,  on  Saturday  evenings,  great 
readiness  was  manifest.  Oftener  than  otherwise,  five  or  six  were 
rising  together  to  speak,  or  pray.  Forty  exercises  an  hour  were 
not  unusual.  Prayer  was  earnest,  fervent,  penitent,  and  requests 
for  prayer  were  many.  Here  are  some  of  them  taken  down  on 
the  spot. 

"1  rise  to  say,  not  that  I  desire  to  be  a  Christian,  but  that  I  long 
to  be  one.     Pray  for  me." 

"  I  wish  to  follow  my  Saviour,  I  promised  my  mother  I  would, 
but  I  have  not  found  him.     Cbmrades,  pray  for  me." 

"  My  mother  told  me  to  be  a  good  boy,  and  give  my  heart  to  Jesus, 
but  I  haven't  thought  of  it.     I  hope  you  will  pray  for  me." 

"My  little  daughter  gave  me  this  Testament,  and  begged  me  to 
read  and  pray;  her  words  are  ringing  in  my  ear  to-night.  I  wish 
I  was  a  Christian." 

"Somebody  said  there  waS  a  meeting  here,  and  I  came  down  to 
make  fun ;  but  I  feel  that  I'm  a  great  sinner,  that  there  is  a  reality 
in  religion,  and  I  want  to  find  it.  Comrades,  I  want  you  to  pray 
for  me." 

"My  brother  soldiers,  last  week  I  came  to  meeting,  I  thought  I 
was  sick :  I  was  so  heavy  I  could  hardly  move.    When  sinners  were 
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asked  to  rise  for  prayer^  I  felt  too  sick  to  get  up;  but  I  did  rise. 
That  night  I  found  Jesus,  and  I  found  it  was  my  sins  made  me  sick 
and  heavy.  From  the  bottom  of  my  heart  I  can  say  I  am  happy. 
Oh,  come  to  Jesus!  I  want  you  all  to  feel  as  I  feel." 

''Three  months  ago,  on  that  seat,  I  gare  my  heart  to  Jesus.  I 
did  love  the  world,  and  was  happy  in  itd  pleasures;  but,  oh !  they 
are  not  to  be  compared  to  the  peace  and  joy  I  have  felt  since  I  gave 
my  heart  to  the  Saviour.  I  have  been  to  the  front,  and  when  our 
regiment  went  into  battle,  how  differently  I'^felt  from  what  I  used 
to  when  we  were  fighting.  I  cOuld  tiot  keep  the  thought  out  of  my 
tolndUhat  I  was  not  ready  to  die;  but  now,  .when  the  bullets  were 
flying  around  me,  I  knew  if  I  fell,  I  should  drop  in  the  arms  of 
Jesus.     I  would  not  exchange  this  hope  for  worlds." 

'^'I  have  for*  years  been  a  Christian,  have  attended  many  intef-> 
esting  meetings ;  but  since  I  have  been  in  this  camp,  I  have  enjoyed 
more  of  God's  presence  than  ever  before.  I  may  'safely  say  that 
never  in  my  life  have  I  attended  meetings  b^ore  where  God  seemed 
to  be  present  every  time«  I  shall  soon  be  mustered  out,  and  go  to 
my  family;  but  I  shall  leave  with  regret  these  precious  meetings,— 
this  place  of  prayw." 

"I  did  not  rise  for  prayer  when  the  invitation  was  given,  but 
knelt  when  prayer  was  offered  for  others.  I  feel  guilty,  and  now 
wish  to  be  included  with  those  who  rose.  I  came  to  camp  last  even* 
ing,  and  leave  to-morrow  morning." 

(Prayer  was  immediately  offered  for  him.  After  meeting,  he  came 
to  our  quarters  for  conversation  and  instruction.  The  next  mom-i 
ing  he  came  to  the  nine  o'clock  prayer-meeting,  his  face  glowing  in 
his  new  love  for  Christ,  and  his  heart  leaping  out  in  thankfulness 
for  the  sense  of  pardon  which  thrilled  his  soul.  He  insisted  upoii 
leaving  a  donation  to  the  Commission — a  thank*offering,  he  said  to 
his  Saviour.) 

"Soldiers,  you  do. not  know  what  you  «ijoy.  Here  you  can 
come  and  meet  with  the  people  of  God,  and  it  seems  easy  to  be  a 
Christian;  but  different  influences  wiU  surround  you  at  the  front.  I 
have  been  there  and  know,  and  so  have  many  of  you.  Remember 
this,  as  a  little  child  in  love  or  in  (ganger  clings  to  his  Father's  hand, 
so  we  must  hold  on  to  Jesus; — don't  forget,  hold  on  to  Jesus." 
.  "My  friends,  I  have  been  in  the  service  of  my  country  sinT5e  the 
war  began.     Many  and  many  a  time  in  battle  when  bullets  fell  so 
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thick,  that  it  was  dangerous  for  a  man  to  stand  np,  did  I  promise  the 
Lord,  if  he  would  spare  my  life,  I  would  give  him  my  heart;  but  as 
often  I  failed  to  do  it.  But  I  bless  the  Lord,  last  September,  there 
on  thcU  seat,  I  gave  myself  to  the  Saviour.  Since  then  I  have 
again  been  in  battles,  but  felt  no  fear.  Oh,  what  a  blessed  Saviour 
to  lift  us  sinners  up  to  His  glorious  presence!  Soldiers,  love  him; 
love  Him  to-day." 

"  The  last  words  my  mother  said  were,  *  My  son,  if  only  you  were 
a  Christian,  I  would  feel  glad  to  have  you  go  into  the  army.'  Now, 
my  mother  is  dead.  I  haven't  heard  a  sermon  before  to-night  since 
I've  been  in  the  army.  I  want  to  meet  my  mother  in  heaven ;  wiU 
you  pray  for  me?" 

"I  hjBar  almost  all  my  comrades  ascribing  their  conversion,  or 
their  desires  to  become  Christians,  to  the  influence  of  some  friqpd, 
a  mother  or  sister.  I  cannot  refer  to  such.  I  never  heard  the 
voice  of  my  mother  in  prayer.  I  never  saw  any  of  our  family  on 
their  knees.  When  I  was  thirteen  years  old,  some  mysterious  in- 
fluence came  over  me:  I  felt  I  must  be  a  Christian.  I  yielded  to 
the  sweet  influence  of  Jesus,  and  blessed  was  the  yielding."  Sit- 
ting down,  he  sung  in  clear  melting  tones,  two  stanzas,  expressive 
of  the  joy  and  peace  of  a  soul  washed  in  the  precious  blood. 
'  A  middle-aged  man,  with  bald  head  and  long  white  beard,  rose,  say- 
ing, "  I  want  to  testify  to  the  great  goodness  of  my  God.  For  years  I 
have  been  a  Christian,  but  have  had  no  sympathy  from  my  dear 
wife:  she  would  not  kneel  with  me  and  my  children  at  the  family 
altar.  Bless  the  good  Lord,  yesterday  I  received  a  letter  from  her, 
saying,  "Husband,  I  have  learned  to  pray,  and  now  I  can  kneel 
with  you  and  am  praying  for  you.' "  Here  his  voice  broke  down, 
tears  ran  a  stream,  and  he  sank  upon  his  seat,  while  sobs  through 
the  house  gave  evidence  of  sympathy  and  interest. 

"My  friends,  last  night  I  came  to  this  house  a  sinner.  I  haye 
been  a  great  sinner,  going  all  lengths  in  sin;  but  thanks  to  His 
name,  last  night  Jesus  came  to  my  heart:  this  morning  I'm  so 
happy. 

"My  friends,  I  have  been  a  very  wicked  man  all  my  life,,  and 
especially  since  I  have  been  in  the  army;  profane,  a  gambler  and  a 
drunkard,  whenever  I  could  get  any  thing  to  drink.  It  is  a  wonder 
that  God  let  me  live.    A  week  ago  I  was  sent  to  this  camp.   I  heard 


BRANCH  BBP0RT8*  ll 

your  bell  ring,  and  came  to  see  what  was  going  on,  and  here  I  have 
found  Jesus.  Bless  his  holy  name.  I  can't  sleep  at  night,  I'm  so 
happy.  Last  night,  when  I  was  singing,  some  one  called  out,  ^^  Stop 
your  noise  in  that  bunk  T'  so  I  got  up,  and  went  out  under  the  trees : 
two  or  three  went  with  me,  and  we  sang  and  prayed  all  night." 

^^My  friends,  I  left  home  an  infidel,  but  I  left  a  praying  wife. 
A  week  ago  I  received  a  letter  from  her,  in  which  she  expressed 
anxiety  for  the  welfare  of  my  soul,  and  desired  to  know  if  I  still 
held  to  my  old  views.  I  wrote  an  answer  to  the  letter,  and  in  bitter 
words  defended  my  old  position.  As  I  was  about  to  seal  the  letter, 
it  seemed  to  me  I  could  not  send  it.  I  wrote  another,  softened 
down  considerably  from  the  fii:st;  but  when  that  was  done,  I  could 
not  send  it.  I  conunenced  another,  but  such  was  the  power  of  >the 
Spirit  upon  my  heart,  that  I  fell  upon  my  knees,  and  begged  for 
forgiveness  before  God.  I  could  not  finish  the  letter,  until  I  could 
say  to  my  dear  wife  that  Christ  had  forgiven  my  sins.  I  have  been  • 
permitted  to  write  to  her,  that  I  am  to-night  rejoicing  in  her  Sa- 
viour. I  feel  that  I  am  ^now  prepared  for  the  battle-field,  and,  if  I 
am  ever  permitted  to  return  home,  I  trust  I  shall  go  back  prepared 
for  that,  a  better  nlan  than  when  I  came  into  the  army." 

On  the  first  Sabbath  afternoon  of  every  month,  the  Lord's  Sup- 
per was  administered.  Many  who  intended  to  unite  with  the 
"Christian  Brotherhood"  on  those  days,  were  ordered  away  before 
the  time  came.  It  was  the  custom  to  inquire  carefully  into  the  re- 
ligious experience  of  those  who  desired  baptism,  before  administering 
the  ordinance.  At  one  communion  service,  three  soldiers,  previ- 
ously examined,  presented  themselves  for  baptism.  As  they  came 
forward,  a  young  soldier  in  the  congregation,  a  lad  of  seventeen 
years,  looked  up  with  surprise,  and,  seeming  to  comprehend  the 
scene,  instantly  rose,  and,  with  a  calm,  quiet  air  and  firm  step, 
came  and  stood  beside  them.  Mr.  Fisher  paused.  "Do  you  wish 
to  be  baptized?"  "Yes,  sir."  "Have  you  never  been  baptized?" 
"No,  sir."  "Why  do  you  wish  it?"  "Because  I  love  Jesus." 
"Will  baptism  save  you?"  "No,sir.".  "  How  long  have  you  loved 
Jesus?"  "Before  I  came  to  the  army."  "Why  did  you  not 
unite  with  the  Church  at  home?"  "Because  I  did  not  do  my 
duty."  After  further  questioning,  the  delegates  expressed  their 
satisfaction,  and  the  delinquent  disciple,  returning  to  duty,  knelt 
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inth  his  three  comrades  to  receive  the  seal  of  the  covenant,  in  the 
viame  of  the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghost.  That  fair 
young  face,  with  large  blue  eyes  and  heavy  masses  of  light  hair 
brushed  back  from  the  forehead,  arrested  our  attention,  as,  for 
nearly  a  week,  his  voice,  with  earnest  interest,  testified  to  his 
heartiness  in  the  Lord's  service.  We  subsequently  learned  that 
his  father  had  died,  a  victim  of  rebel  inhumanity,  in  a  Southern 
prison,  and  he  was  now  the  sole  dependence  of  his  widowed  moth^ 
and  her  -small  children. 

At  midnight,  after  one  of  our  communion  Sabbaths,  there  was  a 
knock  at  our  door.  Some  one  wanted  to  see  the  Chaplain.  (This  is 
the  rank  always  given  a  delegate.)  Mr.  Fisher  admitted  the  sol* 
'  dier.  He  said,  at  once,  "My  wife  is  a  Christian  woman.  I  have 
been  a  believer  in  universal  salvation,  and  always  contended  with 
her  that  I  loved  the  Saviour  just  as  much  as  she  did.  To-day,  when 
you  invited  all  who  loved  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  to  his  table  I 
-cnmBj  and  received  the  sacrament;  but  those  dreadful  words! 
Oh!  those  dreadful  words  that  you  repeated!  *He  that  eateth 
and  drinketh  unworthily,  eateth  and  drinketh  damnation  to  him- 
self, not  discerning  the  Lord's  body/  They  ring  in  my  ear:  I 
can't  sleep.  Is  there  mercy  for  me  ?"  He  was  assured  that,  by  that 
death,  which  had  been  remembered  in  the  Supper,  blood  had  been 
shed  that  cleanseth  from  ALL  sin.  After  prayer  and  conversation, 
he  returned  to  his  quarters.  He  gave  evidence  of  conversion,  and 
when  ordered  forward,  a  few  'days  after,  he  came  to  tell  us  that 
Jesus  was  going  with  him.  On  another  midnight  occasion,  there 
was  a  knock  at  our  door.  A  soldier,  from  the  hospital,  could  not 
rest  in  his  barrack,  and  had  come  to  talk  about  his  soul.  Mr. 
Fisher  pointed  him  to  the  Lamb  of  Gh)d,  and  prayed  with  him.  He 
seemed  to  entertain  some  hope,  and  retired.  The  next  day  he 
called,  and  said  that,  after  he  had  got  back  to  his  bunk,  he  could 
net  sleep  till  he  made  an  entire  consecration  of  himself  to  Christ, 
and  then  he  was  so  happy,  he  did  not  wish  to  sleep. 

Calls  were 'constalit  at  the  rooms;  some  days  several  hundred 
conversations  were  held  with  them,  but  of  the  details  I  am  ignorant, 
(Bxcept  of  a  very  few  like  those  given.  When  the  delegates  were  out 
in  the  camp,  I  frequently  attended  the  library,  and  always  found 
more  than  a  willingness  to  converse  on  the  subject  of  rdigion.  It 
was  a  hearty  readiness.     The  question,  "Are  you  a  Christian?" 
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ifould  bring  back  a  soldier  who  had  almost  closed  the  door.  The 
answers,  of  course,  were  various.  "I  used  to  be,  but  the  anay  is 
a  hard  place  to  be  a  Christian  ia."  ^'  I  hope  I  am.  I  find  the  army 
a  hard  place  no^  to  be  a  Christian  in.  *  *  Agaia : — "  0,  yes !  I  think  it 
not  right,  when  I  my  God  not  thank.  He  cares  for  me;  the  bul- 
lets  go  through  my  clothes,  and  hurt  me  no.  I  must  mend  my 
sleeye  and  my  blouse  in  the  iiie  and  in  the  front.  0,  yes;  I  must 
love  my  God,  and  keep  fast*  to  the  Christian.''  ^'And  my  heart 
pull  me  so  heavy  sometimes,  when  de  priest  say  we  shall  get  up  in 
der  meeting  and  say  someting,  and  I  not  can  speak  goot  English/* 
**  You  can  say  you  love  Jesus."  **  0,  yes,  I  have  say  dat,  and  keep 
say  dat  all  time."  Another  answers  :-^^^  I  used  to  attend  church 
and  Sabbath-school,  but  I  may  as  well  be  honest.  For  years  I 
have  endeavored  to  banish  all  religious  thoughts  from  my  mind.  I 
have  been  in  Southern  prisons  for  months,  and  have  seen  many  die. 
I  could  but  notice  the  difference.  Christians  died  so  easily.  I  wish 
I  was  a  Christian."  ^^I  hope  so.  I  love  to  read  my  Testament. 
Soldiers  don't  have  much  to  read;  but  they  think,  and  can't  help 
thinking."  ^^I  once  enjoyed  religion,  but  I  haven't  lived  as  I 
ought.  I  wish  r  could  feel  as  I  once  did."  "If  you  have  left  the 
Saviour,  go  to  him  again."  (With  a  sad  smile  and  shake  of  the 
head,)  "  K I  could  only  feel  as  I  once  did."  ^*  Is  your  wife  a  Chris, 
tian?"  "If  ever  there  was  one,  she  is."  After  finishing  his  let- 
ter, I  followed  him  to  the  door,  and  said: — "Soldier,  if  you  have 
left  Jesus,  go  back,  go  right  back."  The  sad  look  and  shake  of 
the  head,  with — "If  I  only  could  feel  as  I  used  to!"  Said  I: — 
,  *'My  dear  soldier  friend,  if  your  house  had  burned  down,  you  would 
not  go  about,  saying,  ^My  bouse!  my  house!  I  wish  I  could  have 
a  house  as  I  used  to!'  You  would  set  to  work  at  once  to  get  ano^ 
ther."  He  paused,  looked  up,  and  said  with  a  soldier's  emphasis  :— 
"That's  so;  wishing  won't  do  i1^  I  must  try  something  else.  I 
will  try  to  go  back  to  Jesus."  Extending  his  hand  in  good-by,  he 
said: — "Pray  for  me,  won't  you?  and  I'll  pray  for  myself."  He 
came  to  our  meetings  two  evenings,  penitent  and  hopeful,  and  con- 
fessed Christ  before  his  comrades.  At  the  close  of  the  second 
meeting  he  took  me  by  the  hand,  and  with  tears  blessed  God  for  this 
his  last  prayer-meeting  with  the  Commission.  "  We  go  front  early 
in  the  morning.  Don't  forget  to  pray  for  me.  I  will  pray  for  my- 
self." 
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Some  soldiers  one  day  brought  a  Spanish  boj,  and  inquired  if 
there  were  any  thing  for  him  to  read.  Nobody  could  talk  with  him, 
not  even  his  (K>mrades  who  brought  him  in.  Mr.  Fisher  gave  him 
a  Spanish  Testament.  The  boy  took  it,  turned  it  over  mechani- 
cally, and  I  thought  sadly;  but,  on  opening  it,  his  face  brightened, 
and  hastily  putting  it  under  his  arm,  he  started  for  the  door.  Mr. 
Fishar  calling  to  him,  YQih  disappointed  look  he  turned  back.  Motion- 
ing to  read,  he  opened  and  read  several  verses  fluently.  Upon  sig- 
nifying that  he  might  have  it,  again  he  started  off,  looking  neither 
to  the  right  nor  left,  and  with  a  pressure  upon  the  book  like  the 
miser's  grip  on  his  gold. 

The  hospital  connected  with  camp,  with  its  six  hundred  patients, 
afforded  a  field  of  labor  in  which  the  delegates  were  deeply  inte- 
rested. But  of  all  this  interesting  work  I  can  only  speak  from  my 
own  limited  experience.  Many  incidents  could  be  given,  but  I  will 
mention  only  one.  On  one  of  my  visits,  after  staying  over  my  time 
to  speak  to  nearly  all  in  the  ward,  I  was  hastening  out ;  but  the 
sad,  despairing  look  from  a  cot  I  was  passing  so  impressed  me,  that 
I  returned  to  his  bed.  To  my  inquiry  for  his  state  of  health,  he 
answered: — "Yes;  I'm  sick,  but  I  don't  care.''  "Do  you  love 
Jesus?"     "I  don't  know  as  I  do."     "Have  you  a  wife?"     "No; 

she  died  on  the  way  to ."     "Children?"     "They  died,  the 

5nly  two  I  had."     "Parents?"     "No,  they  died  in ;  and  as 

for  me,  I  don't  care  what  becomes  of  me."  I  saidi — "Poor  sol- 
dier, how  sorry  I  am  for  you!  No  friends  on  earth;  no  Friend  in 
heaven !  You  are,  indeed,  to  be  pitied.  But  hear  what  the  Saviour 
says  to  you: — 'Ye  believe  in  God;  believe  also  in  me.  In  my  Fa- 
ther's house  are  many  mansions.'  "  I  repeated  through  the  sixth 
verse.  Gradually  the  look  of  despair  gave  way;  and  he  said 
slowly,  in  low  tones: — "That  is  beautiful;  that  is  very  beautiful. 
Where  is  it?"  I  told  him  the  chapter.  He  reached  under  his  pil- 
low for  his  Testament,  found  the  place,  and  asked  me  to  mstrk  it. 
We  read  it  over  together,  he  following  every  j^ord  in  his  Testament 
with  a  wonderful  eagerness  and  interest.  "Now,  my  boy,  does  not 
that  Saviour  love  and  care  for  you?"  "Yes.  .1  had  forgotten 
Him  in  my  trouble."  "Don't  you  want  to  come  to  him,  and  trust 
him  now?"     "I'll  try." 

Towards  the  close  of  the  war,  when  the  camp  was  daily  decreas- 
ii^g  hy  the  detachments  hurried  to  the  front,  our  congregations 
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scarcely  numbered  two  hundred.  The  number  rising  for  prayer 
grew  less.  For  three  nights,  four,  three,  two  only  rising.  What 
could  it  mean?  Had  it  been  excitement?  influence  of  numbers? 
Meetings  were  still  solemn— even  more  so,  if  there  were  any  change. 
But  had  the  awakening  spirit  left?  Could  it  be?  Sad  was  the 
thought,  and  caused  Mr.  Fisher  anxious  solicitude.  He  took  the 
test;  "All  who  are  on  the  Lord's  side,  rise."  Oh!  joy!  nearly  all 
rose !  scarce  a  dozen  left.  Thanksgivings  to  our  Ood !  ^^  This  also 
Cometh  forth  from  the  Lord  of  hosts,  who  irf  wonderful  in  coun- 
sel, and  excellent  in  working.*' 

The  Hospital  stores  given  out  from  our  rooms,  have  been  of 
great  service.  We  tried  to  give  them  economically  and  freely,  and 
by  all  means,  timely.  The  special  dishes  prepared  for  the' sick,  in 
these  quarters,  preparations  of  milk,  farina,  jellies,  lemon,  &c.> 
&c.,  taken  personally  and  with  Christian  kindness  to  desolate  men, 
have  cheered,  and  with  God's  blessing,  recovered  many  a  man. 
The  pickles,  comfort-bags,  letters,  papers,  and  dried  fruit  and 
blackberry  syrup,  given  from  our  door  direct  to  needy  applicants, 
would  furnish  many  sketches  to  friends  at  home,  that  would  amply 
repay  all  the  labor  and  self-denial  of  gathering  'and  forwarding 
these  supplies. 

Towels  and  handkerchiefs  were  in  great  demand.  I  have  seen 
men  obtaining  towels,  shake  them  out,  hold  them  at  arms-lengthy 
rub  them  on  their  faces  to  try  them — ^hold  them  out  again  that 
their  eyes  might  behold  a  .veritable  towel — then  folding  them  in 
self-same  folds,  find  a  safe  place  for  them  under  the  blouse. 

Upon  the  return  of  the  army  from  Richmond,  in  May,  the  calls 
for  towels  and  handkerchiefs  were  so  urgent,  that  we  tore  up  the 
pillow-slips  to  give  each  man  a  patch  of  cloth  to  wipe  away  the 
perspiration. 

When  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  had  accomplished  its  work,  and 
marching  back  from  Richmond,  halted  on  the  banks  of  the  river, 
for  mustering  out,  our  camps  became  again  the  scene  of  active 
operations.  It  was  made  the  head-quarters  of  the  Christian  Com- 
mission, and  the  base  of  their  work  in  the  diiferent  army  corps, 
encamped  around.  Our  meetings  again  filled  up  with  our  old 
friends.  To  many  of  them^  it  was  almost  like  getting  home.  It 
was  affecting  to  hear  them  thank  God  for  this  Christian  Commis- 
sion Chapel^  and  tell  of  the  night,  and  point  to  the  seat  where  they 
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were  conyerted;  of  their  feelings  then,  and  their  trials  and  yicto- 
ries  since,  and  of  their  steadfast  purpose  to  go  home  to  do  good 
senrice  for  Christ.  And  here,  too,  at  this  last  hour  were  those 
seeking  to  find  the  Saviour. 

Promises  for  a  better  life,  made  in  battle  or  in  hospital,  or  in  the 
parting  from^  holhe;  all,  as  yet,  unfulfilled,  would  often  bring  a 
young  man  to  his  'feet  to  ask  prayers  that  he  might  now  become  a 
Christian. 

The  dear  boys,  we*were  glad  to  see  them  go  home,  but  it  was 
hard  parting.  Those  scenes  at  Camp  Distribution,  of  suffering  and 
relief,  of  penitence,  of  prayer,  of  trust  and  triumphant  joy.  How 
many  they  were!  How  distinctly  they  live  in  memory!  How 
sacred  henceforth  to  one  heart,  at  least,  since  intertwined  with  the 
entire  devotion,  the  last  and  best  service  of  one  who  only  lived  to 
see  the  end  of  the  work  at  the  camp;  then  hastened  above,  as  if  to 
anticipate  the  great  company  of  soldiers  that  are  to  come  after,  and 
bless  God  for  the  Christian  Commission  in  the  army. 

AjSTSA  V.  S*  FlSHBB* 

'  [The  close  of  this  report,  by  Mrs.  Fisher,  furnishes  a  fitting  place 
for  mention  of  the  death  of  her  husband.  Rev.  James  F.  Fisher.] 

He  left  his  work  at  the  camp,  late  in  June,  broken  down  by  in- 
cessant toil,  amid  scenes  sketched  above,  most  exhausting  by  their 
constant  strain  upon  the  sympathies.  He  went,  seeking  rest:  ^^I 
.  want  to  sleep  more  than  aj^j  thing  else,"  he  said.  He  reached  his 
brother-in-law,  Rev.  R.  H.  Wallace,  in  Newburg,  N.  Y.,  and  una- 
ble to  go  farther  towards  home,  sank  and  died.  Some  of  the  scenes 
of  his  last  days  are  touchingly  beautiful.  Like  so  many  others  of 
the  Commission,  who  have  died  in  the  service,  when  his  mind  wan- 
dered, all  his  thoughts  were  on  his  work  for  the  soldiers.  He  was 
preaching,  praying,  and  exhorting.  In  his  lucid  intervals,  his  mind 
turned  at  once  to  Jesus  and  heaven,  a  beautiful  alternation  and  com- 
bining of  a  Christian's  work  and  faith.  The  change  from  delirium 
was  marked  by  a  desire  to  get  upon  his  knees  and  ofier  prayer.  He 
loved  to  be  on  his  knees.  His  supplications  had  Uttle  reference  to 
himself,  except  for  purification  from  sin.  ^^Last  night,"  said  he, 
in  troubled  sleep,  ^^  was  the  great  night  of  the  feast.  Jesus  stood 
and  cried,  If  any  man  thirst,  let  him  come  unto  me."  In  a  con- 
scious state,  he  said  to  his  son:     ^^My  son,  there  is  one  passage  of 
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scripture  I  wish  to  impress  on  your  mind.  I  adopted  it  many 
years  ago  to  die  upon:  ^The  blood  of  Jesns  Christ,  His  Son, 
eleanseth  from  all  sin/' '  On  the  last  day  of  his  sickness,  he  called 
in  his  sleep,  ^^  Frank,  ring  the  bell;  it  is  time  for  meeting;  lam 
to  preach  to-night.  Is  every  thing  ready  ?  ready  for  the  celebration 
of  his  dying  love  ?"  And  so  he  passed  on,  not  to  the  preaching  in 
a  ntde  chapel  at  Camp  Distribution,  but  to  the  praise  where  €K>d 
is  the  temple.  Every  thing  was  ready,  and  our  dear  brother  cele- , 
brates  the  dying  love. 


Pittsburg  Amy  Oemi^ttaa. 
In  making  our  final  Report,  as  a  branch  of  the  United  States 
Christian  Commission,  we  desire,  first  of  all,  to  give  thanks  to  God 
for  the  increasing  favor  he  has  given  our  cause  in  the  hearts  of  the 
people  included  in  the  field  under  our  immediate  supervision. 
Their  interest  in  the  beneficent  work  of  the  Commission  has  not 
flagged,  but,  on  the  contrary,  has  deepened  and  widened  to  a  de- 
gree unparalleled- in  the  history  of  any  organization  that  has  ever 
appealed  to  the  sympathies  and  activities  and  purses  of  this  com- 
munity. The  record  of  the  last  year  of  our  work  is,  by  far,  the 
proudest  record  in  our  history.  No  words  can  so  eloquently  bear 
testimony  to  this  fact,  as  the  figures  in  the  folloifing  table  of 

*RECBIPTS,  WORK  AND  DISTRIBUTION  FOR   1865. 

No.  of  Delegates  commissioned,  •  •     -        .        .  40 

"   of  Boxes  of  Hospital  Stores  donated  and  distributed,       12,081 

Cash  Donations, 42,896.81 

Value  of  Hospital  Stores  donated,        -        -        -         428,791.10 
Total  value, 466,687.91 

These  four  hundr^  and  sixty^six  thousand  dollars  in  cash  and  com- 
forts show  that  the  appeals,  in  behalf  of  our  sick  and  wounded  braves, 
met  with  a  heartier  response,  and  a  nobler  and  more  princely  generosi- 
ty, the  fourth  year  of  the  war,  thani;he  first.  They  show  that  the  last 
days  of  the  Christian  Commission  were  its  best  days;  best  in  the 
confidence  of  the  loyal  North;  best  in  the  sympathies  and  afiec- 
tions  of  the  people's  hearts;  best  in  the  available  resources  for 
prosecuting  the  Commission's  great  sanitary  and  evangelistic  work. 

*  For  Ml  eiunmary,  see  Exhibit  Table. 
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They  show  the  unswerving  constancy  and  the  intense  loyalty  of 
.the  people  of  Western  Pennsylvania  and  Eastern  Ohio  and  Western 
Virginia,  to  the  great  interests  of  the  country  and  of  God,  that 
were  imperilled  by  the  rebellion. 

In  this  connection,  I  deem  it  proper,  as  Chairman  of  the  Pitts- 
burg Committee,  to  place  on  permanent  record  the  great  debt  of 
obligation  which  the  Committee,  and  the  Commission  at  large,  owe 
to  two  of  its  members,  Joseph  Albree  and  W.  P.  Weyman.  It  is 
mainly  through  their  indefatigable  and  untiring  afesiduity,  through 
their  self-sacrificing  and  arduous  endeavor,  that  the  Army  Con^j- 
mittee  of  Western  Pennsylvania  has  been  able  to  make  so  noble  a 
record.  They,  in  connection  with  others,  forming  the  Pittsburg 
Subsistence  Committee,  and  mainly  composed  of  ladies,  have  not 
only  achieved  glorious  results  for  the  soldiers,  in  field  and  hospital, 
but  have,  mean  while,  fed  iaore  than  five  hundred  thousand  soldiers 
on  their  way  through  this  city  to  and  from  the  field  of  strife. 

Herrick  Johnson, 
Chairman  Army  Committee^  Western  Penmylvania,  ^<?. 


Loan  Library  Seport,  by  Sev.  J.  C  Thomas,  General  Library  Agent. 

This  will  have  \espect  to  the  making y  placing ^  and  working  of 
the  Loan  Libraries. 

The  number  of  the  loan  libraries  was  increased  to  about  four 
hundred.  Of  these,  two  hundred  and  seventy-five  were  large,  and 
one  hundred  and  twenty-five  small.  The  large  cases  were  three 
feet  square,  ^eight  inches  deep,  and  contained  one  hundred  and 
twenty-five  volumes ;  the  small,  two  feet  square,,  seven  inches  d'eep, 
and  contained  seventy-five  volumes.  Two  hundred  and  fifty  of  the 
large  libraries,  and  thirty  of  the  small,  were  made  up  of  new  books ; 
twenty-five  large  libraries,  and  ninety-five  small,  of  books  donated 
by  families  and  individuals,  from  household  libraries. 

The  new  books,  purchased  expressly  for  the  libraries,  were  se- 
lected with  great  care.  The  publishers,  almost  without  exception, 
furnishing  them  at  half-price,  thus  donating,  in  the  diflFerence  be- 
tween twenty-five  per  cent,  discount  and  the  usual  wholesale  price, 
the  handsome  sum  of  seven  thousand  five  hundred  dollars.  Gould 
&  Lincoln,  Scribner  &  Co.,  Ashmead  &  Evans,  and  Poe  &  Hitch- 
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cock,  gave  their  services  as  shipping  agents ;  and  Adams  Express 
Company  transported  many  of  the  books  free.     For  an  exposition* 
of  the  Loan  Library  System,  we  must  refer  to  the  "  Third  Annual 
Report,"  pages  47-49. 

At  first,  the  new  libraries  were  supplied  only  to  the  hospitals ; 
but  when  the  Rebellion  crumbled,  they  were  furmished  also  to  Regi- 
ments, military  posts,  forts  and  war  vessels.  We  have  now,  on 
large  War  vessels,  twenty-five  libraries;  at  forts  and  military  posts, 
fifty.  The  rest  are  in  regiments  and  hospitals,  with  the  exception 
of  seventy-five,  (most  of  them  small),  that  have  gone  out  of  use. 
These  will  be  put  to  service  a^ain.  About  forty  are  to  be  sent  to 
permanent  forts  and  military  posts,  when  navigation  opens.  The 
remainder  are  needed  for  war  vessels,  now  in  'distant  squadrons. 
There  is  a  place  for  every  library  we  have,  in  the  regular  army 
and  navy.  Thus,  these  treasuries  of  profit  and  pleasure,  prepared 
for  our  soldiers  in  time  of  war,  will  be  made  a  permanent  institu- 
tion, blessing  our  national  defenders,  on  land  and  sea,  for  years  to 
come.  Our  libraries  are  under  the  supervision  of  Rev.  J.  C. 
Thomas,  General  Librarian,  Evanston,  111.,  to  whom  all  communi- 
cations, concerning  the  United  States  Christian  Commission  Loan 
Libraries,  should  be  addressed.  Army  and  naval  oflScers,  desiring 
a  library  for  their  command,  are  invited  to  corrQopond,  as  aboye. 

It  remains  to  give  a  few  of  the  many  facts  in  hand,  taken  from 
the  monthly  Reports  of  chaplains  and  libraries,  of  hospitals  and 
regiments  and  detachments,  illustrative  of  the  usefulness  of  the 
Loan  Libraries. 

Hospital  14,  Nashville,  Tenn.,  Reports  for  November,  1864,  by 
Chap.  W.  Allington — Library  1 :  Volumes  drawn,  two  hundred  and 
thirty-seven ;  volumes  lost,  none.  Scarcely  a  book  has  been  read 
without  some  commendation  being  expressed,  and  the  reader,  when 
asked,  has  never  failed  to  utter  his  high  appreciation  of  the  entire 
programme  of  providing  such  valuable  aids  for  the  improvement  of 
time.  The  "Philosophy  of  the  Plan  of  Salvation"  has  especially 
been  appreciated;  ''Lossing's  History  of  the  United  States"  has 
been  frequently  called  for;  "Irving*s  Sketches,"  "Shakspearee 
Readings,"  ''Cotta  Family,"  "Goodrich's  Library,"  and  ** Sar- 
gent's Temperance  Tales,"  have  afibrded  intense  delight.  The  li- 
brary has  begotten  content,  lessened  rambling  through  the  city, 
created  devotional  feeling,  increased  the  number  of  our  religious 
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services,  and  attendance  thereon;  in  short,  renders  hospital  lifSe,  to 
all  concerned,  more  happy,  and  duty  more  pleasant. 

Library  11:  Volumes  drawn,  two  hundred  and  eighty-nine; 
volumes  lost,  none.  Marked  improvement  in  the  social  life  and 
general  deportment  of  the  patients  and  attendants  of  this  hospital, 
has  ^aken  place  since  the  introduction  of  the  libraries.  We  have 
more  correspondence  between  soldiers  and  their  friends ;  more  so- 
cial purity,  less  boisterous  and  rude  conduct.  The  mental  and 
moral  conditions  of  the  men  have  been  revealed,  and  not  a  few 
scholars.  Christians  and  gentlemen  have  been  found  beneath  the 
humble  attire  and  title  of  "private." 

Library  9,  Hospital  1,  Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  Report  for  January, 
1865,  S.  J.  Hutchinton,  Librarian,  Volumes  drawn,  two  hundred 
and  ninety-three;  volumes  ,lo6t,  three.  "Boardman's  Higher 
Life,"  "Haven's  Mental  Philosophy,"  ^^ Uncle  Tom's  Cabin," 
<*  Smith's  Greece,"  "LiddeirsRome,"  **  Student's  Gibbon's  Rome," 
"Student's  Hume's  England,"  "Student's  Frwice,"  "Thayer's 
Pioneer  Boy,"  " Goodrich^  Works,"  and  "Sargent's  Tales,"  are 
most  highly  appreciated. 

Library  20,  Hospital  8,  Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  Report  for  Decem- 
ber, 1864,  by  C.  Smith,  Librarian:  Volumes  drawn,  three  hundred 
and  forty-one;  volumes  lost,  none.  An  Lrish  Catholic  read  "Wat- 
son's Life  of  Wesley,"  and  "McDuflTs  Morning  and  Night 
Watches,"  and  expressed  himself  pleased  with  them.  God  only 
knows  the  amount  of  real  good  which  this  library  is  doing  here.  It 
will  add  gems  to  the  Saviour'^  crown. 

Libraries  49  and  50,  Brown  Hospital,  Louisville,  Ky.,  Report 
for  June,  1865,  by  Chap.  F.  A.  McNeill:  Volumes  drawn,  three 
hundred  and  twenty ;  volumes  lost,  four.  The  effect  of  the  library 
has  been  salutary  in  the  extreme.  The  selections  are  excellent.  I 
have  long  felt  the  need  of  just  such  an  arrangement  for  our  hospi- 
tals. 

United  States  Christian  Commission  Station,  Head-quarters 
Ist  Division,  4th  Corps,  Report  for  nine  days,  ending  June  6, 
1865,  by  Chap.  C.  R.  Ford,  Library  53 :  Volumes  drawn,  three 
hundred  and  eighteen ;  volumes  lost,  none.  The  books  are  eagerly 
sought,  highly  prized  and  thoroughly  read. 

Library  54:  Volumes  drawn,  three  hundred  and  five;  volumes 
lost,  none.     The  books  are  being  read  to  death.     The  only  failure 
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is,  there  are  not  books  enough  for  the  demand.  They  are  doing  in- 
calculable good. 

Library  70,  2d  Wisconsin  Cavalry,  Alexandria,  La.,  Report,  by 
Chap.  B.  L.  Brisbane,  for  June,  1865:  Volumes  drawn,  one  hun- 
dred and  eleveil ;  volumes  lost,  none.  The  library  is  a  fine  collec- 
tion. It  is  doing  immense  good.  It  is  the  best  thing  the  Chris- 
tian Commission  has  done  for  the  service.  Every  regiment  should 
have  one.  It  has  a  deep  and  abiding  influence — ^intellectually, 
morally,  and  spiritually.  Each  regiment  should  have  a  good  and 
&ith{ul  chaplain,  a  good  library,  a  chapel  tent,  and  a  horse  and 
light,  well-made  wagon.  The  chaplain  could  do  more  good  with 
these  than  by  preaching.  Would  that  the  Oovernment  would  take 
interest  enough  to  furnish  these  things.  For  July:  Volumes 
drawn,  two  hundred;  volumes  lost,. none.  The  longer  we  have  the 
library,  the  more  useful  we  find  it.  For  August :'  Volumes  drawn, 
sixty-one;  volumes  lost,  none.  iEave  been  on  the  march  to  Hemp- 
stead, Texas.  For  September:  Volumes  drawn,  three  hundred  and 
thirty;  volumes  lost,  seven.  Some  men  in  hospital  were  sent  off 
and  discharged,  without  returning,  some  of  whom  carried  off  books. 
We  are  very  thankful  for  the  library.  No  estimate  can  be  made' 
of  the  good  it  is  doing.  For  October:  Volumes  drawn,  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty-nine;  volumes  lost,  three.  Some  books  carried 
off  by  deserters,  or  others.  Library  has.  already  well  paid  for 
itselt  A  number  of  souls  lately  converted.  A  good  work  going 
on  in  the  regiment.  I  ascribe  much  to  the  library.  Regiment 
mustered  out  on  the  15th  inst.  The  library  has  been  of  very 
great  service.  I  turned  it  over  to  Rev.  S.  J.  Orange,  Agent 
Christian  Commission,  Brenham,  Texas,  November  22d,  1865. 

Library  99,  Hempstead,  Texas,  Report  for  September,  1865,  by 
Rev.  S.  J.  Orange,  Agent  Christian  Commission :  Volumes  drawn, 
five  hundred  and  twenty-five;  volumes  lost,  none.  The  library  has 
been  invaluable  to  the  men.  They  all  praise  the  selection  of  books; 
and  so  interested  were  they,  that  I  turned  the  library  over  to  1st 
Iowa  Cavalry.  For  November,  by  Chap.  J.  S.  Rand:  Volumes 
drawn,  three  hundred  and  seven :  volumes  lost,  three.  At  the  end 
of  October,  we  were  on  the  march  to  Austin,  Texas.  The  soldiers 
have  employed  much  of  their  time  in  reading,  instead  of  card- 
playing.     We  have  a  chapel  tent,  in  which  we  keep  the  library, 
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and  have  prayer-meetings  every  evening.  We  have  some  clear 
conversions. 

Library  105,  Ekin  Barracks  Hospital,  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  Re- 
port for  May,  1865,  A.  S.  Pierce,  Chief  Steward :  Volumes  drawn, 
one  hundred  and  twelve;  volumes  lost,  none.  The  library  has 
been  extensively  read.  It  seems  to  be  just  the  right  thing  in  the 
right  place — a  real  blessing. 

Library  147,  Madison  Barracks,  Sackett*s  Harbor,  N.  Y.,  Re- 
port for  December,  1865,  by  Librarian:  Volumes  drawn,  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty-one ;  volumes  lost,  three.  The  books  tend  to  keep 
the  men  in  the  garrison.  They  cultivate  a  taste  for  reading. 
They  have  a  good  influence,  in  many  respects. 

Library  160,  Post  Hospital,  Capitol  Barracks,  Washington,  D. 
C,  Report  for  May,  1865,  by  S.  S.  Goodhue,  Ward  Master:  The 
library  has  kept  many  from  bad  company,  and  from  strolling  round 
at  night,  and  has  made  some  think  of  their  souls.  I  have  heard  ex- 
pressions like  these :  "  How  much  better  I  feel  since  I  began  to 
read  these  books!  I  was  becoming  too  unsteady.*'  "If  I  had  had 
these  books  to  read  before,  I  should  not  have  been  in  the  guard- 
house." "The  books  I  have  read  have  opened  my  eyes;  I  mean 
to  go  home  a  better  man.'* 

Library  170,  Companies  B  and  F,  1st  Regiment  United  States 
Veteran  Volunteers,  Baltimore,  Md.,  Report  for  September,  1865, 
by  Librarian :  Most  of  the  men  read  and  stay  more  in  quarters. 
"Miller  on  Alcohol,*'  and  "Lizars  on  Tobacco,"  have  caused  some 
to  quit  the  use  of  these  articles. 

Library  178,  30th  Co.  U.  S.  H.  A.  Massachusetts  Volunteers, 
Forf  C.  F.  Smith,  Va.,  Report  for  May,  1865,  by  W.  A.  Spooner: 
Volumes  drawn,  four  hundred  and  fifteen ;  volumes  lost,  one.  The 
library  is  a  very  choice  one,  and  great  credit  and  many  thanks  are 
due  the  United  States  Christian  Commission  for  projecting  and 
consummating  so  noble  an  entefprise.  • 

Library  228,  United  States  Flag  Ship  New  Hampshire,  Port 
Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  Report  for  October,  1865,  by  Chas.  Wiener, 
Librarian:  Volumes  drawn,  two  hundred  and  sixty-six;  volumes 
lost,  one.  The  library  is  having  a  good  eflFect.  It  is  lessening 
profanity  and  intoxication. 
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Field  Work  in  Shenandoah  Valley. 
Rbv.  Edward  P.  Smith, 

Field  Secretary y  U.  S.  Christian  Cornmiasion: 
Dear  Sir: — I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of 
the  operations  of  the  U.  S.  Christian  Commission  in  those  portions 
of  the  field  under  my  supervision,  for  the  year  1?65.  During  the 
early  months  of  the  year  when  my  report  begins,  I  was  in  charge 
of  the  work  in  the  Middle  Military  Division,  Major  General  Sheri- 
dan commanding.  My  last  annual  report  closed  with  December 
Slst,  1864.     This  report  begins  with  January  1st,  1865. 

STATIONS. 

The  Department  was  geographically  large,  extending  from  Fred- 
erick, Maryland,  two  hundred  and  forty  miles  west,  to  Piedmont, 
West  Virginia,  on  the  line  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad,  and 
south  from  Harper's  Ferry  to  Winchester,  a  distance  of  thirty 
miles.  Our  headquarters  remained  at  Harper's  Ferry,  and  by 
maintaining  a  number  of  stationf  at  important  points,  we  were 
enabled  to  do  a  thorough  work.  These  stations  were  established 
at  Frederick,  Pleasant  Valley,  Lovettsville,  Maryland  Heights, 
Harper's  Ferry,  Stevenson's  Station,  Summit  Point,  Winchester, 
Martinsburg,  Cumberland,  Clarksburg,  and  Beverly,  with  several 
establishments  temporarily  at  other  points.  The  location  of  these 
rendered  it  convenient  from  them  to  reach  all  the  troops  in  the 
Department. 

CHAPELS. 

With  the  beginning  of  January,  we  entered  on  the  erectioii  of 
chapels  in  different  parts  of  the  field.  The  larger  part  of  the  army 
lay  around  Winchester,  and  most  of  our  chapels  were  erected  in 
that  vicinity.  But  we  put  up  two  at  Cumberland,  two  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  Harper's  Ferry,  one  at  Lovettsville,  and  one  at  Martinsburg. 
The  whole  number  in  the  Department  was  about  thirty.  Four  of 
these  were  large  marque  tents,  the  others  stockade  buildings  roofed 
with  canvas.  During  the  winter,  meetings  were  held  in  all  these 
chapels  by  chaplains  and  our  own  delegates,  and  were  invariably, 
well  attended.  From  all  points  came  the  most  encouraging  reports, 
and  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  a  great  and  substantial 
work  of  grace  was  accomplished. 
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PLEASANT  VALLEY — ^INTEBBSTINa  COMMUNION  SEBVICB. 

One  of  the  most  important  stations  in  the  Department,  and  I 
feel  quite  safe  in  saying,  one  of  the  most  important  ever  occupied 
by  our  Comofission,  if  success  in  religious  work  be  made  the  stand- 
ard, was  at  Pleasant  Valley,  east  of  Maryland  Heights.  During 
the  winter,  the  camp  was  occupied  by  dismounted  cavalry,  usually 
numbering  about  ten  thousand.  In  the  midst  of  this  encampments 
we  first  erected  a  chapel,  thirty  feet  by  forty.  This  proving  en- 
tirely too  small  to  receive  •all  who  desired  to  attend  pur  daily  and 
nightly  meetings,  it  was  extended  to  ninety  feet  in  length,  built  in 
stockade  fashion,  and  covered  with  canvass.  In  this  rude  temple 
hundreds  of  brave  men  every  night  bowed  together  around  the  altar. 
A  Bible-class  was  organized,  two  or  three  sermons  were  preached 
every  Sabbath,  besides  preaching,  6r  conference  and  prayer  every 
evening,  and  thus  the  fires  were  kept  continually  burning  upon  this 
altar.  During  the  four  months  of  the  progress  of  this  work,  there 
were  several  hundred  hopeful  conversions.  On  one  cold  and  stormy 
Sabbath,  in  the  latter  part  of  April,  the  Lord's  Supper  was  dis- 
pensed to  about  five  hundred  communicants.  The  clergymen  offi- 
ciating, and  many  others,  speak  of  this  as  one  of  the  most  interest- 
ing scenes  ever  witnessed.  Brave  men,  from  almost  every  loyal 
State  in  the  Union,  bronzed,  weather-beaten,  battle-scarred  vet- 
erans of  many  bloody  fields,  crowded  the  chapel  as  the  hour 
approached,  till  tvery  seat  was  occupied.  And  then,  in  rapt 
silence,  they  listened  to  the  simple  story  of  the  dying  love  of  Jesus, 
and  partook  of  the  hallowed  emblems  of  the  sacrifice  that  made 
men  free.  One  of  the  officiating  clergymen  describes  the  scene  in 
these  words:  "The  appointments  of  the  table  were  of  an  humble 
description.  The  plates  wete  of  tin,  the  ctrps  pewter,  the  bread 
came  from  the  commissary,  the  table-cover  was  two  religious  news- 
papers, and  over  the  bread  were  two  small  napkins,  clean,  but  not 
ironed.  Tet,  though  the  circumstances  were  so  novel,  and  had  so 
piuch  of  discomfort,  and  the  appointments  of  the  table  were  so 
plain,  the  service  in  which  we  engaged  was  full  of  the  most  solemn 
interest  and  profit."  Prof.  Stoever,  of  Gettysburg,  who  was  present, 
refers  to  this  interesting  scene  in  these  words:  "It  was  one  of  the 
most  impressive  character,  and  reminded  one  very  much  of  primi- 
tive apostolic  times.  Every  one  present  seemed  pervaded  with  the  • 
solemnity  of  the  occasion.      The  chapel  was  filled  with  our  veteran 
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soldiers,  and  all,  with  two  or  three  exceptions,  participated  in  the 
ordinance.  As  the  inen  receiyed  the  consecrated  emblems  contained 
in  the  humble  yessels,  it  seemed  as  if  all  felt  that  Jesus  was  present ; 
and  as  the  communicants  gathered  around  the  feast,  they  realized  the 
precious  influences  of  the  Holy  Spirit/' 

I  have  dwelt  upon  this  scene,  because  it  is  one  of  the  brightest 
spots  in  the  history  of  the  war,  and  stands  in  the  foreground  of  the 
picture — the  love  of  Jesus  sanctifying  the  war  for  liberty  and 
truth.  • 

CHAPLAIN  little's  SCHOOL  IN  THE  ARMY. 

All  the  soldiers  who  have  been  in  the  Army  of  the  Valley,  know 
Chaplain  Little  and  his  ^^  music-box."  The  Chaplain  and  Ijds  boys, 
(1st.  Ya.  Yets.,)  built  a  large  stockad^  chapel  at  Cumberland,  and 
roofed  it  with  two  of  our  "  flies."  In  the  evenings  they  had  prayer- 
meetings  or  preaching,  and  during  the  day  time  the  chapel  became 
a  school-room.  Forms  and  rude  desks  were  arranged  around  the 
walls,  and  then  from  morning  till  night,  from  one  to  two  hundred 
^^  boys  in  blue "  sat  with  their  books,  and  slates,  and  pens,  and 
spelt,  and  read,  and  wrote  under  the  direction  of  theif  Professor 
and  his  ample  corps  of  assistants.  Thus  again  ghastly  war  was 
transformed  by  the  institutions  of  a  free  civilization  casting  their 
refining  and  elevating  influences  into  its  very  midst.  Many  sturdy 
West  Yirginians  will  always  remember  this  old  army  school-house, 
as  the  place  where  they  learned  the  first  rudiment  of  their  educa- 
tion. 

Other  points  of  special  interest  might  be  named,  but  to  speak  of 
all  would  make  this  report  too  prolix. 

LIBRARIES  AND  WRITING-TABLES. 

Circulating  libraries  were  placed  in  all  our  stations,  and  did 
much  to  lighten  the  dull  hours  of  camp  life,  for  those  disposed  to 
seek  recreation  and  pleasure  in  books.  In  each  station  and  chapel, 
tables  were  also  erected,  and  kept  constantly  suppUed  with  station- 
ery and  all  necessary  conveniences  for  letter-writing.  These  tables 
were  constantly  occupied,  and  tens  of  thousands  of  letters  went 
forth  to  gladden  tens  of  thousands  of  hearts  and  homes.  From 
thirty  to  forty  reams  of  paper  were  thus  distributed  every  week. 
'  None  of  our  expenditures  paid  better  than  this  effort  to  join  the 
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home  and  'field  together,  both  by  cheering  the  soldier,  and  relieving 
the  anxieties  of  those  who  wait  and  watch  around  the  fireside. 

NEWSPAPERS. 

Our  supply  of  religious  newspapers  during  the  winter  months 
was  ample.  They  were  distributed  from  our  stations  to  all  in 
reach ;  and  arrangements  were  made  by  which  we  sent  by  mail  or 
express,  to  all  detachments  lying  along  the  raili:pad,  out  of  reach 
of  these  stations,  so  that  every  regiment,  and  squad,  and  detach- 
ment received  regular  weekly  supplies  of  papers,  either  from  our 
Stations  or  delegates,  or  by  mail  or  express. 

HOSPITALS,   AND   HOSPITAL  WORK. 

While  the  religious  work  was  always  deemed  of  paramount  im- 
portance, the  relief  of  physical  suffering  was  also  made  a  constant 
aim.  The  principal  hospitals  of  the  Department  were  located  at 
Winchester,  Frederick,  Harper's  Ferry,  Martinsburg,  Cumberland, 
Clareysville  and  Clarksburg.  These  hospitals  were  all  regularly 
visited,  and  in  no  case  was  there  any  prohibition  placed  on  our 
work  by  any  oflScer  or  surgeon.  On  the  contrary,  our  delegates 
were  always,  and  everywhere  treated  in  the  kindest  and  most  cour- 
teous manner..  It  would  be  invidious  to  mention  names  of  medical 
oflScers  for  special  thanks,  when  all  treated  us  so  kindly,  and  ren- 
dered us  every  facility  for  the  proper  and  full  performance  of  our 
work.  During  the  winter  and  spring,  a  large  amount  of  clothing 
and  other  supplifl^,  was  distributed  in  the  hospital,  and  in  the  field. 
The  patients,  in  most  of  the  hospitals,  were  visited  every  day,  and 
supplied  with  reading  matter  if  able  to  read;  and  brief  services 
were  usually  held  in  each  ward  every  evening.  As  usual  in  our 
work,  letter-writing  formed  an  important  part  of  the  delegate's 
duty  in  all  hospital  visitations. 

WORK  IN   THE   CAVALRY   CORPS. 

** Sheridan's  cavalry"  formed  part  of  the  Army  of  the  Valley 
during  the  winter.  It  has  always  been  diflScult  to  extend  the  labors 
of  our  Commission  into  this  arm  of  the  service,  as  cavalrymen 
rarely,  if  ever,  remain  even  in  winter-quarters  more  than  a  few  weeks. 
Hence  special  pains  were  taken  to  make  a  thorough  and  complete 
work,  and  to  extend  the  influences  of  our  work  into  every  regiment 
of  this  noble  organization,  while  in  winter-quarters.  A  chapel  was 
erected  in  every  brigade  but  one,  and  many  very  interesting  reli- 
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gious  services  were  held,  and  the  interest  in  these  exercises  con- 
tinued to  grow,  till  the  breaking  up  of  the  camps  in  the  spring  put 
a  summary  close  to  all  our  efforts  in  that  corps. 

FORWARDING  MONEY  AND  PACKAGES. 

The  forwarding  of  money  from  the  army  in  the  field,  to  the 
express-oflSce  at  Harper's  Ferry,  formed  an  important  feature  of 
our  work  after  pay-day.  From  Winchester,  and  Stevenson's  Sta- 
tion alone,  we  forwarded,  from  March  10th,  to  May  10th,  five  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars,  ($500,000.)*  A  check  was  given  for  every 
package  received,  and  kept  by  the  soldier  till  the  Express  Com- 
pany's receipt  was  returned.  The  importance  of  this  part  of  our 
work  will  be  better  appreciated,  when  it  is  remembered  that  had  not 
this  facility  been  afforded,  a  large  portion  of  this  money  would  have 
been  foolishly  expended  in  camp,  and  would  never  have  reached 
the  soldier's  homes.  But  by  affording  this  opportunity,  and  care- 
fully informing  each  regiment  of  our  arrangements,  and  our  desire 
to  oblige  them  in  this  matter,  many  were  induced  to  send  to  their 
families,  who  otherwise  would  not  have  done  so,  and  many  poor 
families  were  made  rich.  At  the  breaking-up  of  the  camps  in  the 
spring,  thirty  thousand  packages  and  bundles  of  clothing  were  re- 
ceived at  Winchester,  and  Stevenson's  Station,  and  forwarded  by 
express  in  the  same  manner. 

MOVEMENTS — PREPARATIONS  FOR   SPRING  CAMPAIGN. 

On  the  27th  of  February,  General  Sheridan  started  up  the 
Valley  with  his  cavalry,  to  take  part  in  the  grand  combination 
which  ultimated  in  the  complete  destruction  of  the  rebel  armies. 
This  movement,  by  taking  away  so  large  a  force,  considerably 
abridged  our  work.  But  several  thousand  new  troops  soon  arrived, 
and  preparations  were  made  for  an  active  spring  campaign.  As 
the  combinations  developed,  and  the  grand  concerted  movement 
advanced,  and  all  were  preparing  for  the  final  act,  our  army  was 
massed  around  Winchester,  about  tlie  1st  of  April,  under  the 
command  of  General  Hancock.  Preparations  were  made  for  a 
movement  up  the  Valley,  simultaneously  with  General  Grant's 
movements  from  the  South.  But  the  speedy  completion  of  the 
work  by  the  gallant  armies  around  Richmond,  resulting  in  the 
capture  not  only  of  the  capital,  but  of  the  principal  army  of  the 

*  The  entire  amoant  thus  transmitted  by  oar  seyeral  agenoieii  if  reoorded,  woald  hare 
been  seen  to  amount  to  miUions  of  doUars. 
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rebellion,  f endered  our  advance  unnecessary,  and  the  splendid 
army  of  General  Hancock  went  into  camp  along  the  railroad  from 
Winchester  to  Harper's  Ferry.  This  preparation  for  a  march  in- 
volved the  breaking  up  of  winter-quarters,  and  consequently  of  our 
system  of  camp-work,  which  had  become  so  fruitful  of  good.  All 
our  chapels  were  taken  down,  all  supplies,  stores,  canvas  and  bag- 
gage sent  back,  and  preparations  made  to  accompany  the  army  on 
its  march.  As  soon,  however,  as  the  troops  returned  to  their  camps, 
our  work  was  at  once  re-established,  and  proved  very  interesting 
^  and  profitable. 

When  all  the  rebel  forces  in  Virginia  had  been  captured,  the 
greater  part  of  our  army  was  sent  to  Washington.  From  this  time 
the  dimensions  of  our  work  were  rapidly  lessened;  but  it  was  not 
entirely  closed  till  about  the  first  of  August. 

WORK  AROUND  WASHINGTON. 

On  the  10th  of  May,  my  Department  was  extended  so  as  to  em- 
brace the  armies,  then  gathering  around  Washington  city,  for  final 
disbandment  and  muster-out.  Co-operating  widi  Mr.  Cole,  General 
Field  Agent  for  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  I  established  stations  in 
the  different  corps,  erected  chapels,  and  organized  as  thorough  a 
work  as  possible.  These  stations  were  maintained  in  the  several 
corps  till  nearly  all  the  troops  had  been  mustered  out  and  sent 
home.  There  was  a  deep  religious  interest  in  many  places  and, 
many  came  to  attend  the  evening  meetings,  even  to  the  last.  Be- 
sides this,  a  very  extensive  relief  work  was  performed.  After  the 
long  and  weary  marches,  just  undergone  in  the  final  campaign,  and 
then,  immediately  afterwards,  the  long  >  march  from  the  fields  of 
conquest  to  the  capital,  had  left  many  of  the  men  destitute  of 
proper  clothing,  and  all  weary  and  exhausted.  To  relieve  this  des- 
titution and  suffering,  as  far  as  in  our  power,  thousands  of  shirts 
and  drawers,  and  hundreds  of  barrels  of  pickles  and  vegetables*, 
were  at  once  distributed,  besiSes  our  usual  supplies  of  stationery 
and  reading  matter. 

The  stupendous  task  of  disbanding  such  mighty  armies  being 
too  great  for  one  day,  many  of  the  men  soon  began  to  manifest 
impatience  and  home  sickness,  and  we  had  much  to  do  to  cheer 
and  encourage,  and  to  cultivate  a  spirit  of  quiet  patience. 

But  as  the  mighty  armies  melted  away,  and  our  soldiws  went 
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from  the  camp  to  home^life  again,  the  demand  for  our  laboifs  grew 
less ;  and  at  the  first  of  July  we  withdrew  all  our  stations  from 
the  field,  issued  a  farewell  to  iJie  officers  and  soldiers,  and  so  closed 
up  the  work  which,  for  three  years,  had  been  maintained  in  the 
field,  representing  home  in  every  battle,  and  which  had  grown 
from  a  small  beginning,  almost  too  small  to  have  a  name,  to  the 
most  gigantic  dimensiotis  ever  attained  by  any  benevolent  and 
Christian  enterprise.  Its  career  was  one  of  uninterrupted  progress. 
Its  influence  widened  and  extended  as  it  moved  on,  even  to  the 
final  close,  so  that  its  last  days  were  indeed  its  best  days. 

Having  completed  the  work  in  the  field,  and  closed  up  the  busi- 
ness operations  of  the  Department,  my  connection  with  the  Com- 
mission formally  ceased  on  the  15th  of  July. . 

AGENTS  AND  DELEGATES. 

This  Report  would  not  be  complete  nor  just,  if  I  should  fail  to 
mention  the  names  of  some  of  those  most  actively  associated  with 
myself  in  this  work.  Whatever  measure  of  success  our  Commis- 
sion work  attained  during  the  year,  was  due  under  God,  who 
watcheth  over  aU,  not  to  myself,  but  to  those  faithful  ones,  whose 
hearts  and  hands  loved  and  toiled  in  the  camp,  on  the  field,  and  in 
the  hospital.  It  would  be  invidious  to  mention  the  names  of  dele- 
gates, as  specially  praiseworthy,  when,  with  only  one  or  two  ex- 
ceptions, all  were  faithful,  earnest,  self-sacrificing  men,  who  went 
to  the  field  because  they  loved  God,  their  country,  and  their  coun- 
try'e  defenders.  * 

The  agent  upon  whom  the  largest  share  of  the  work,  in  detail, 
was  devolved,  was  Rev.  N.  C.  Brackett,  of  Maine.  Being  a  strong 
man,  and  possessed  of  tireless  energy,  it  was  impossible  to  give 
him  too  much  to  do.  He  was  associated  with  me  in  all  the  opera- 
tions in  the  Shenandoah  Valley,  and  won  for  himself  the  kindest 
Wishes  of  many  hundreds  of  soldiers,  as  well  as  of  officers  and  dele- 
gates. Rev.  E.  Colton  had  direction  of  the  work  in  and  around 
Cumberland,  and  Rev.  J.  H.  Earle,  at  Stevenson's  Station.  The 
success  of  the  work,  at  these  two  points,  was  due  to  the  assiduity 
and  tirelessness  of  these  gentlemen.  Gideon  Bantz,  Esq.,  resident 
agent  at  Frederick,  so  well  known  to  our  armies  and  to  the  coun- 
try, for  his  Christian  and  philanthropic  patriotism,  wearied  not  in 
his  self-sacrificing  work,  to  the  end.    W.  H.  Pope,  Esq.,  labored 
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efficiently  at  Harper's  Ferry  for  several  monthsj  and  Revs.  A. 
Redlon  and  J.  W.  Fish,  at  Martinsburg. 

Miss  E.  E.  Edmonds,  so  well  known  to  the  country  as  the  author 
of  "The  Nurse  and  Spy,*'  labored  in  the  hospitals,  chiefly  at  Har- 
per's Ferry,  till  May  10th.  The  country  can  never  be  grateful 
enough  for  her  services  during  four  years  of  unremitting  toil,  in 
camp  and  field  and  hospital.  In  the  most  quiet  and  unostentatious 
way  she  labored  both  for  the  temporal  and  spiritual  good  of  the 
soldiers,  treating  every  one  with  as  much  kindness  and  tenderness 
as  if  he  had  been  her  own  brother.  Her  name  will  live  enshrined 
in  the  memories  of  thousands,  for  good  deeds,  and  kind,  cheering 
words,  in  countless  brave  hearts,  and  will  stand  in  the  country's 
roll  of  honor  as  one  of  that  immortal  legion  of  patriot  sisters  who 
went  from  the  refinements,  and  luxuries,  and  elegancies  of  our  best 
homes,  to  share  the  toils  and  sacrifices  of  the  camp  and  field,  to 
bind  up  with  tender  hand,  the  bleeding  wound,  to  6heer  the  weary, 
home-sick  heart,  and  to  add  new  lustre  to  the  glory  of  woman's 
name. 

THE   DEAD. 

I  would  not  forget  here  to  record  the  names  of  those  who,  since 
my  last  Report,  fell  among  the  dead,  while  engaged  in  the  active 
service  of  the  Commission.  Rev.  Wm.  Brown,  of  Portland,  Maine, 
and  R.  D.  Merritt,  of  Wilson,  N.  Y.,  both  died  at  their  posts,  with 
their  hearts  full  of  love,  and  their  hands  full  of  work.  They  died 
of  toil  for  the  Master,  and  were  mourned  by  many  brave  men  who 
had  seen  their  devotion,  and  learned  to  love  them. ' 

CONCLUSION. 

In  closing  this,  my  third  and  last  annual  Report,  I  would  return 
my  thanks  to  the  officers  of  the  Commission  for  their  unvarying 
kindness  to  me,  personally  and  officially,  during  the  three  years  of 
my  connection  with  the  work.  Nothing  has  ever  occurred  to  mat 
the  most  pleasant  relations.  There  have  been  no  complaints,  no 
impatience,  no  fault-finding — whcin  there  was,  doubtless,  room  for 
much ; — but  all  has  been  kindness,  patience  and  favor,  from  begin- 
ning to  end. 

And  now,  our  work  is  done,  our  organization  dissolved,  those  in- 
timate relations  are  broken  up,  and  we  go  our  several  ways,  to  en- 
gage elsewhere  in  our  blessed  Master's  work. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  Miller,  General  Field  Agent. 
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]U]^7t  of  ConunuiioiL  Work  at  Stepbeafon,  Ya./  by  Bey.  Jamef  H. 
Eaile,  Agent  in  eharge  of  tho  Station. 

This  station  was  at  the  termination  of  the  U.  S.  Military  Rail- 
road, five  miles  from  Winchester,  and  thirty-seven  from  Harper's 
Ferry.  It  was  the  base  of  supplies  for  the  troops  all  over  the  val- 
ley^ to  which  circumstance  it  owes  its  importance. 

I  think,  after  the  battles  in  thi^  vicinity,  only  a  small  force  wap 
here,  until  the  last  of  December,  1864,  when  Oeneral  Sheridan's  Army 
haviAg  rested  a  few  weeks  at  Keamstown  from  the  memorable  bat- 
tles and  victories  of  September  19th  and  October  19th,  broke  camp, 
and  a  portion  of  them — the  19th  Corps— came  to  this  place,  whither 
Z  followed  them. 

The  Commission  had  established  a  station  here  a  few  weeks  be- 
fore, which  was  sorely  cramped  for  room  until  the  arrival  of  the 
long-desired  chapel-tents,  one  of  which  was  erected  January  9th, 
1865.  Situated  on  an  elevation,  sloping  gently  to  the  railroad  de- 
pot, some  thirty  rods  distant,  it  commanded  a  fine  view  of  the  campa 
on  all  sides,  and  the  fields  and  majestic  forests  stretching  far  be-, 
yond  them  to  iSie  ^'Blue  Mountains"  on  the  east,  and  on  the  west 
the  '^North  and  South  Mountains.'' 

It  was  a  joyful  sight,  when  fairly  up,*  and  its  great  white  roof 
began  to  blend  with  the  sky  in  the  evening  twilight.  We  went  in, 
and  gave  it  its  first  dedication,  by  singing  a  part  of  old  *^  Corona- 
tion." 

Up  to  this  time  our  work  was  autatie  the  tent;  not  much  could 
be  done  in  the  way  of  meetings,  except  when  we  gathered  with  the 
boys  in  the  hospital,  or  around  their  bright  camp  fires,  and  sang 
^^the  songs  we  used  to  sing  (U  home.'* 

The  regular  dedication  of  our  chapel-tent  took  place,  Sunday, 
January  15th,  from  which  time  meetings  were  continued,  nighttjf^ 
until  the  4th  of  July. 

Bough  and  plain  as  »ur  meeting-house  was,  we  all  soon  learned 
to  love  it.  The  Spirit  blessed  our  nightly  gatherings;  die  cry  of 
the  returning  backslider,  and  of  the  anxious  sinner,  were  quickly 
followed  by  the  rejoicings  of  the  young  convert.    The  work  kept 


*  Tbifl  station  lias  been  reported  in  tlie  preceding  statement  of  Mr.  Miller,  tlie 
Oeneral  Field  Agent.    The  detailed  report  of  the  Station  Agent  \»  added  as  a  spe- 
cimen of  the  kind  and  amount  of  work  wrought  hj  the  hundreds  of  stations  whioli 
the  Commission  has  established  during  the  war. 
7 


98  UKITBD  8TATB8  CHBISTIAN  COMMISSiOS. 

extending  gradually  and  quietly,  but  surely,  as  an  advancing  tide, 
sweeping  over  the  rocks  and  sands  along  the  shore.  Months  passed, 
and  still  the  Spirit  was  working  with  us;  and  when  the  last  Divi- 
sion of  the  19th  Corps  was  ordered  away  in  April,  anxious  souls 
went  with  it.  The  interest,  instead  of  decreasingj  seemed  to  in- 
crease among  the  new  troops  that  came  in  to  relieve  them.  Never 
had  the  chapel  been  so  crowded;  the  seats  were  packed,  night  after 
night,  numbers  going  away,  or  sitting  down  on  the  grass  outside, 
for  want  of  room  within.  Many  found  these  evening  gatherings 
one  of  the  pleasantest  things  in  their  soldier  life;  and,  better  still, 
many  told  us  that  there  they  found  Jesus. 

An  Iowa  soldier — a  manly  fellow,  whose  wife  and  mother  had  been 
praying  for  him,  and  who,  at  last,  came  out  a  decided,  happy  Chris- 
tian, wrote  as  follows,  after  his  regiment  had  moved  to  North  Caro- 
lina:— "If  you  are  still  in  the  valley,  the  distance  between  us  is 
several  hundred  miles,  yet  my  thoughts  oftentimes  go  back  to  you, 
and  in  thinking  of  you  I  thank  my  God  that  I  met  you  when  I  did. 
I  can  never  forget  the  first  time  I  went  to  that  tent  to  meeting,  nor 
how  hard  you  worked  with  me;  and,  friend  Earle,  if  I  should  live  to 
see  even  more  than  the  common  age  of  man,  I  can  never  forget  you- 
I  am  now  where  I  cannot  Attend  church  as  I  did  in  the  valley ;  but  I 
feel  as  though  I  can  live  far  differently  than  I  did  before  I  came  to 
Camp  Russell  or  Camp  Stevenson." 

An  Indiana  soldier  said  in  our  meeting: — "There  is  so  much 
confusion  in  camp,  I  cannot  compose  my  mind ;  and  when  I  want 
recreation,  I  come  up  to  this  tent  to  meeting." 

IN  THB   HOSPITAL. 

• 

Here  we  made  frequent  visits, — sometimes  going  at  "ration 
time,"  and  dropping  half  a  peach  into  the  poor,  sick  boys'  fevered 
mouths;  sometimes,  in  the  morning,  to  write  letters  for  them; 
sometimes,  to  give  them  neat,  clean  clothing;  sometimes,  kneeling 
by  the  sick  bed  in  prayer;  sometimes,  telling  of  a  Saviour's  love, 
or  reading  some  of  his  own  comforting  words. 

One  evening,  after  our  usual  meeting  in  the  chapel,  a  lieutenant 
asked  us  to  go  with  him  to  the  hospital,  to  see  one  of  his  company, 
who  was  sick,  and  not  expected  to  live.  Passing  through  the  dimly- 
lighted  ward,  with  its  sleeping  patients  and  yawning  nurses,  we 
found  the  subject  of  the  lieutenant's  anxiety.    He  was  a  fine-look- 
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ingboy,  in  considerable  distress  of  mind  for  his  souFs  salvation.  After 
a  close  talk  with  him,  a  delegate  prayed,  he  joining  in  prayer  atuHi- 
hly.  In  humble  submission,  he  exclaimed  again  and  again :  '^Here, 
Lord,  I  give  myself  to  Thee!"  We  felt  that  such  a  yielding  up 
would  be  blessed  by  God,  and  it  was,  for  at  once  his  whole  manner 
changed  from  distress  to  joy,  and  be  exclaimed:  "0,  I'm  90  happt/T* 
"I'm  happy  all  over."  The  surgeon  stood  quietly  by,  watching 
the  scene,  and  expressed  the  belief  that  it  would  be  just  the  medi- 
cine for  his  body,  as  well  as  soul;  and  so  it  proved,  for  from  that 
time  he  began  to  recover. 

Going  into  the  hospital  at  another  time,  and  stopping  by  the  bed 
of  a  sick  man,  I  asked  him  if  he  were  "  feeling  badly  to-day."  " Not 
so  badly  in  body  as  in  mind,"  was  his  reply.  I  sat  down  by  him, 
and  he  told  me  how  the  Spirit  had  convicted  him  of  sin, — how  Sa- 
tan had  made  him  believe  there  was  no  hope  for  him,  until  a  chap- 
lain had  shown  him  there  was.  After  showing  the  completeness  of 
Christ's  work  on  the  cross,  and  the  simplicity  of  the  plan  of  salva- 
tion by  faith,  I  knelt  down  by  his  side  and  prayed.  He  joined; 
and  such  an  agony  of  soul  and  body  in  the  struggle  to  grasp  the 
promises,  I  think  I  never  before  saw.  But  his  faith  was  too  weak 
then.  A  few  days  after,  his  regiment  started  for  home;  and  while 
they  were  waiting  some  twenty-four  hours  for  transportation,  I  took 
their  sick  into  our  quarters.  He  was  among  them ;  and  when  I 
came  to  talk  with  him,  it  was  as  I  expected, — he  had  found  hope. 

WORK   AMONG  THE   INHABITANTS. 

The  Union  people  of  Whitehall  sent  a  delegation  through  the 
Union  lines,  asking  us  to  furnish  them  preaching  on  the  next  day, 
as  they  wished  to  join  the  weeping  nation  in  its  last  sad  services  of 
respect  and  love  to  their  departed  President.  We  found  the  church 
well  filled,  and  the  sermon,  which  was  full  of  patriotism  and  whole- 
souled  support  of  the  Administration,  and  praise  of  the  virtues  of 
the  illustrious  martyr,  was  listened  to  most  attentively.  They 
wished  us  to  furnish  them  preaching  regularly  on  the  Sabbath, 
which  we  did,  until  affairs*  became  settled  enough  for  them  to  have 
a  minister  of  their  own.  We  also  furnished  them  a  few  papers 
weekly.  Their  thanks  were  abundant  and  heartfelt^ — not  always 
in  words  alone,  but  sometimes  in  the  form  of  a  pleasant  gift  of 
honey,  fruit,  or  vegetables. 
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Borne  fire  or  six  miles  in  anottier  direction^  an  old  man,  far  away 
from  religious  privileges,  and  lying  on  what  was  thought  his  dying 
bed,  sent  for  us.  Our  reeq>tion  seemed  cool,  but  he  was  soon  lis^ 
tening  to  the  story  of  Christ's  love  with  tearful  eyes.  After  two 
or  three  visits,  he  gave  evidence  of  having  been  ^^bom  again." 
Subsequent  visits  showed  a  submission  to  Ood's  will,  and  a  meek 
^irit,  that  were  most  delightful  to  witness. 

COLORED   SCHOOL. 

After  we  reduced  the  number  of  our  meetings,  we  opened  a  school 
for  freedmen  on  the  unoccupied  evenings.  The  number  of  scholars 
was  sixty-seven,  of  all  ages  from  twelve  to  forty-six.  Their  im- 
provement, and  eagerness  to  learn  and  to  elevate  themselves,  were 
remarkable.  I  parted  from  them  sadly;  they  have  proved  them- 
selves worthy  of  all  that  can  be  done  for  them. 

VARIETY  OP  THE  WORK. 

As  this  place  boasts  hardly  a  house  of  its  aum,  we  have  had  tcT 
combine  in  our  quarters  nearly  all  the  institutions  of  a  well-ordered 
village.  We  have  had  meeting-house,  liospital,  reading-room, 
writing-room,  soldiers'  home,  post-office,  express-office,  news-room, 
hotel  (free,)  dispensary,  &;c. 

The  grounds  in  front  of  the  tent,  are  trodden  almost  like  a  camp. 
The  boys  come  to  us  with  their  sorrows  and  their  joys,  to  have  let- 
ters written  and  letters  read,  money  expressed,  for  food,  for  lodging, 
for  clothing,  for  sympathy,  counsel,  and  encouragement.  But  time 
would  fail  me  to  mention  their  numberless  daily  wants. 

STATISTICS, 

Though  they  do  not  Jie,  fail  to  tell  the  tchole  truth,  presenting 
nothing  but  the  skeleton,  which  wants  the  flesh  and  blood  to  give 
an  idea  of  the  real  work  of  the  Commission.  But,  I  suppose,  you 
will  expect  a  few: — 

Number  of  meetings  held,  .  •  .  •  248 

"       "    Testaments  and  Bibles  distributed,     .  .       1,800 

"       «    Papers, 46,000 

"       "    pages  of  Tracts,        .  .  ,  .   228,000 

"       "    Hymn-books,  •  .  .  .       2,000 

^^  '^  packages  of  hoqntal  itoreSj  from  a  barrel  of 
pickles,  or  a  shirt,  to  a  dose  of  medicine, 
distributed,  .  .  «  •      88,000 

"       "    sheets  of  paper,  with  an  envelope,     .  .      40,000 
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Amount  of  money  expressed  for  soldiers,  •  •   $40,000 

Total  number  of  delegates  at  station  in  the  five  months,  80 

CobK  expenses  of  station,  •  .  •  .     $1,100 

I  have  kept  no  account  of  the  number  of  soldiers  lodged  or  fed. 
It  is  large,  sometimes  fifty  in  a  single  day.  In  fact,  these  few 
figures  give  only  a  part;of  what  might  have  been  recorded.  But  I 
must  draw  my  report  to  a  close. 

My  work  with  the  Commission  is  done.  I  look  it  over  with  min- 
gled sorrow  and  rejoicing,— sorrow,  that  it  was  not  done  better, — 
rejoicing,  that  so  much  good  was  done — that  some  souls  were  saved — 
some  kept  from  vice — ^many  hearts  made  glad — countless  wants  re- 
lieved, and  that  '^the  Providence  of  this  war"  brought  forth  this 
great  national  organization  of  Christian  benevolence — that  the 
streams  running  into  its  bosom,  from  the  many  homes  scattered 
over  our  loyal  soil,  from  the  pine  forests  of  Maine  to  the  golden 
sands  of  California,  have  made  it  a  great  ocean,  from  which  they 
agun  have  flowed  forth  in  little  rills,  or  rising  in  clouds  have  fallen 
in  gentle  showers  over  the  desert  of  the  soldier's  life,  and  made  it 
bud  and  blossom  with  home  flowers,  and  bring  forth  fruit  planted 
by  dear  ones  at  home — and  that  the  soldier  has  learned  to  love  it, 
and  has  seen  in  its  supplies  a  wife's  hand,  a  sister's  love,  a  mother's 
tender  thoughtfulness,  and  a  father's  care. 


Christian  Commission  Work  in  the  Armies  Operating  against 

Biehmond. 

REPORT  OF  JOHN  A.  COLB,  QXNBRAL  FISLD  AGENT. 

Rbv.  E.  p.  Smith,  See.  cf  IT.  S.  Christian  Oommiswnx 

Dbar  Sir — The  accompanying  reports  of  Field  and  Corps  and 
Station  Agents,  in  the  ^'Armies  operating  against  Richmond," 
will  give  a  view  somewhat  in  detail,  of  the  work  of  the  Commis- 
sion for  1865,  and  make  it  unnecessary  for  me  to  present  more 
than  a  sketch  in  outline. 

At  the  beginning  of  th^  year,  the  two  great  ^^  armies  op^*ating 
against  Richmond,"  were  occupying  a  continuous  line  of  fortifica- 
tions, fifty  iniles  in  length;  the  army  of  the  Potomac  being  on  the 
"left,"  before  Petersburg;  the  army  of  the  James  on  tie  "right,'' 
before  Richmond. 

Seven  long  months  had  these  immense  hosts  laid  selge  to  the  de- 
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voted  cities,  wresting  from  them  one  stronghold  after  another,  by 
fierce  battles  and  rapid  midnight  marches.  Now  they  are  com- 
paratively at  rest — although  the  sound  of  hostile  guns  never  ceased 
— waiting  in  "winter  quarters,"  the  warm  days  and  hardening 
roads  of  springs  The  Christian  Commission,  which,  thoroughly  or- 
ganized, had  been  actively  engaged  during  these  months  caring  for 
the  wounded  and  the  sick,  preaching  the  gospel  of  Christ  in  the 
camps,  and  supplying  from  its  ample  stores  aliment  for  both  body 
and  mind,  had  now  presented  a  needy  and  hopeful  field  for  its  most 
earnest  efibrts. 

As  during  the  preceding  winter,  these  efibrts  were  mainly  di- 
rected toward  the  provision  of  means  by  which  the  soldiers  in  every 
part  of  the  army  should  be  encouraged  and  enabled  to  improve 
their  time  by  attention  to  their  eternal  interests. 

The  Army  of 'the  Potomac  was  composed  of  the  2nd,  5th,  6th, 
and  9th  Army  Corps;  the  Army  of  the  James  of  the  24th  and  25th, 
the  latter  corps,  recently  organized,  being  composed  exclusively  of 
colored  troops.  Each  army  had  a  large  ^^base,"  or  '^ depot"  Hos- 
pital; that  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  being  near  City  Point; 
the  other  about  five  miles  distant,  at  Point  of  Rocks.  At  each  of 
these  large  hospitals,  preparations  had  been  made  early  in  the 
season  for  a  complete  establishment,  consisting  of  a  comfortable 
chapel,  seating  six  hundred  persons;  a  large,  well-lighted  reading- 
room,  provided  with  library,  files  of  daily'  and  weekly  papers,  and 
tables,  with  writing  materials,  free  to  soldiers ;  a  second  chapel,  for 
the  use  of  colored  soldiers;  a  ware-room  for  hospital  stores,  and 
commodious  quarters  for  the  delegates.' 

These  buildings  w^re  well  made,  covered  with  roofs  of  boards 
and  tarred  paper;  had  good  fioors;  comfortable  seats;  were  well 
warmed  and  lighted,  and  made  attractive  by  every  available  means. 
From  ten  to  twenty  delegates  were  constantly  eipployed  at  each, 
their  duties  being  to  visit  each  ward  of  the  hospital,  to  give  per- 
sonal attention  to  each  patient,  distribute  good  reading,  cheer  the 
patients,  by  conversing  with  them  or  writing  letters  for  them,  and 
to  hold  short  religious  services  with  them  as  often  as  practicable. 
Meetings  were  also  held  in  the  chapel  every  evening ;  the  services 
consisting  usually  of  a  short  sermon  by  a  del^ate  or  chaplain,  fol- 
lowed by  a  prayer-meeting,  in  which  the  soldiers  freely  engaged. 

The  reading-rooms  were  thronged  with  soldiers  from  morning  till 
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night,  this  being  accounted  the  ^^pleasantest  place  in  camp,''  aiid 
the  chapel-meetings  were  well  attended,  and  not  unfrequently 
crowded  to  the  utmost.  At  each  hospital,  throughout  the  winter, 
the  blessed  influences  of  the  Holy  Spirit  were  manifest.  Scarcely 
a  night  passed  but  some  soldier,  and  sometimes  as  many  as  one 
hundred,  asked  the  prayers  of  Christians  and  sought  die  Saviour's 
blessing.  Often,  as  many  as  twenty  or  thirty,  have  on  the  same 
evening,  resolved  to  consecrate  themselves  to  Christ.  The  influence 
of  these  meetings,  so  blessed  by  the  presence  of  God,  was  very  ex- 
tensive, as  men  were  constantly  passing  from  the  hospital  to  their 
regiments  in  all  parts  of  the  army,  carrying  with  them  the  power 
of  their  new  life.  Hundreds  of  precious  souls  were  born  into  the 
kingdom  of  God,  at  these  hospitals. 

Meetings  were  frequently  conducted,  also,  in  the  German  lan- 
guage, for  the  benefit  of  many  Germans,  who  greatly  prized  this 
unaccustomed  privilege. 

The  hist^y  of  either  one  of  these  stations,  could  it  be  accu- 
rately written,  would  be  not  only  of  thrilling  interest,  but  would 
present  a  most  wonderful  record  of  the '  mercy  of  God,  in  the 
quickening  and  conversion  of  souls;  of  answers  to  prayer,  and  en- 
couragements to  faithful  Christian  efibrt.  Very  many  poor  suf- 
ferers, dying  in  these  hospitals,  far  away  from  friends  and  home, 
have  been  comforted  and  cheered  by  the  kind  attentions  of  the 
delegates,  and  been  led  to  a  faith  in  Christ  and  to  a  triumphant 
death.  Very  many  hardened  sinners,  coming  to  the  hospitals,  un- 
believing, profane,  and  profligate,  have  gone  away  rejoicing,  hum* 
ble  followers  of  Jesus. 

Here  have  the  prayers  of  many  fathers  rfhd  mothers  been  an- 
fsrwered;  here  have  many  desponding,  doubting  Christians  received 
new  courage,  and  here  have  the  hearts  of  the  Lord's  children 
burned  within  them  as  they  talked  of  Jesus.  When  other  parts  of 
the  army  were  in  motion,  and  when  other  stations  were  broken  up, 
these  were  undisturbed,  and  from  the  first  establishment  of  the 
hospitals  until  the  final  disbanding  of  the  armies — a  period  of 
nearly  twelve  months — ^they  were  a  source  of  health,  life,  and 
peace  to  the  suffering  and  needy. 

At  ^'the  front,"  stations  were  established  at  central  points  in 
each  corps,  and  were  made  as  commodious  and  attractive  as  was 
possible,  in  the  circumstances.     Each  Station  had  a  fine,  large 
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^h^d  and  reltdingHroom,  and  quarters  for  from  fiye  to  tto  dele* 
gitee.  Many  of  these  chiipels  were  gems  of  rustic  art,  of  beaafci-> 
fol  proportions,  the  interior  being  adorned  with  wreaths  and 
festoons  of  evergreen  and  holly.  These  ehapels  were  oocnpied  as 
reading-rooms  during  the  day,  and  for  services  each  evening  and 
•n  the  Sabbath,  and  were  ahnost  without  exception,  the  scenes  of 
powerful  revivi^,  being  crowded  to  overflowing  from  night  to 
night. 

From  eadi  station  also,  the  delegates  went  regularly  to  the  regi^ 
m^its,  in  their  vicinity,  taking  a  weekly  supply  of  religions  reading, 
and  in  many  instaiices,  holding  meetings  in  the  open  air.  The 
chaplains  of  regiments  were  also  supplied,  as  during  the  last  winter, 
with  canvas-roofs,  stoves  and  lamps,  thus  enabling  them  to  erect  sev- 
enty-five latge  and  comfortable  houses  of  worship.  Some  of  these  were 
very  large — sixty  feet  in  length  by  thirty-five  in  widtb-^several  of 
this  size  being  put  up  in  the  25th  corps,  and  used  both  as  chapels 
and  school-rooms.  For  these  colored  troops  the  Com^yission  furn- 
ished, not  only  roofing,  stoves,  and  lights,  but  primers^  blackboards 
and  readers,  organizing  the  schools  and  providing  them  with 
teachers.  The  results  of  these  schools  w^e  very  satisfactory, 
the  soldiers  learning  rapidly,  and  showing  a  great  desire  to  improve. 

Although,  during  the  months  of  January  and  February,  thwe 
were  many  startling  rumors  of  meditated  attacks^  and  not  a  few 
dbanges  in  the  location  of  troops,  the  stations  of  the  Commission, 
extending,  aS  they  did,  along  the  line  of  the  armies  from  Hatdier's 
Bun,  on  the  extreme  left,  to  ^^Fort  Hawsin  "  and  '^Deep  Bottom," 
on  the  right,  were  able  to  accomplish  an  extensive  and  valuable 
work,  proving  a  blessingto  very  many,  preparing  them  for  that 
exchange  of  worlds,  which  to  them  might  be  near  at  hand. 
.  As  the  month  of  March  came  in,  it  became  evident  that  active 
operations  were  to  be  resumed  at  a  very  early  day,  and  vigorous 
preparations  were  made  for  what,  all  felt^  must  prove  a  bloody 
eamjpaign. 

The  ^^ Corps  Sections"  were  reorganized,  wagons  loaded  widi 
battle-field  supplies,  and  every  thing  made  ready  for  a  sudden 
movement.  The  chapels  were  left,  however,  until  the  last  moment 
and  the  meetings  continued  in  th^n,  growing  in  interest,  until  the 
final  br^aking-up.  One  night,  the  enemy  made  an  unexpected  at- 
tack upon  the  lines  of  the  9th  Corps,  capturing  a  fort  and  peno- 
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trating  far  within  our  lines,  only  to  be  driven  back,  after  a  severe 
fight,  with  great  loss  of  life.  The  wounded  were  taken  to  ^^  Meade 
Station"  and  onr  beautiful  chapel,  which,  only  the  evening  before, 
had  been  occupied  by  quiet  worshippers,  was  now  filled  with  bleed- 
ing and  dying  men,  some  of  them  being  the  same  persons,  who, 
but  a  few  hours  before,  had  left  that  room  in  perfect  health  and 
vigor.     So  strange  are  the  contrasts  of  war! 

The  armies  are  now  joined  by  Sheridan's  famous  cavalry,  who 
have  come  by  forced  marches,  from  the  valley  of  the  Shenandoah, 
to  bear  no  unimportant  part  in  the  closing  struggles  of  the  war. 
They  cross  the  James  and  Appomattox  Rivers,  on  muffled  bridges, 
under  cover  of  the  night,  and  encamp  for  a  few  days,  near  the 
Amy  of  the  Potomac.  Here  they  are  joined  by  a  "section"  of 
the  Commission,  and  liberally  supplied  with  stores,  of  which  the 
i^ar-worn  heroes  stood  much  in  need. 

And  now  the  whole  army  is  in  commotion.  The  cavalry  take 
their  position  on  the  extreme  left  of  the  line,  driving  the  enemy 
before  them;  a  large  force  composed  of  parts  of  the  24th  and  25th 
corps,  cross  from  the  right  to  the  left  and'  join  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac.  Winter  camps  are  broken  up,  and  the  immense  hosts 
await,  in  battle  line,  the  orders  to  advance.  The  battle  is  not  long 
delayed.  Sheridan's  cavalry  and  the  5th  corps  are  early  engaged, 
and,  after  a  severe  battle,  gain  a  victory  at  "  Five  Forks."  •Can- 
non and  mortars,  along  the  entire  line,  blaze  and  roar  through  the 
darkness  of  the  night,  until,  just  as  the  morning  of  the  1st  of  April 
dawns,  the  grand  charge  is  made.  Fearful  slaughter  ensues,  but 
nothing  can  withstand  that  charge !  The  enemy  is  driven  back,  and 
that  line,  which,  for  eleven  months,  had  withstood  every  attack, 
and  before  which  thousands  of  brave  soldiers  had  perished,  seem- 
ingly in  vain,  was  now  broken,  nev^  to  be  reunited !  Soon  the  word 
passed  from  corps  to  corps,  and,  on  lightning  wings  from  city  to 
city,  and  town  to  town,  all  through  the  broad  land,  "  Richmond 
and  Petersburg  have  falleh,  and  the  armies  of  the  Confederacy  are 
in  full  retreat!" 

Now  begins  the  pursuit.  Cavalry,  infantry,  and  artillery,  re- 
gardless of  fatigue,  scarcely  stopping  for  food  or  rest,  press  eagerly 
forward,  over  the  muddy  roads  and  through  the  swollen  streams, 
now  skirmishing  with  the  enemy,  now  capturing  a  supply  train, 
BOW  fighting  with  an  advance  guard  for  an  important  pass,  now 
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catting  off  an  entire  division,  until,  in  just  one  week  from  the 
evacuation  of  Petersburg,  the  rebel  army  is  completely  surrounded, 
its  General  surrenders,  and  its  veterans  lay  down  their  arms  in 
presence  of  the  victors,  and  the  ^^ Great  Rebellion"  is  no  more! 

The  Agents  and  Delegates  of  the  Christian  Commision  were  not 
idle  during  these  eventful  days. 

Organized  into  companies  under  experienced  leaders,  and  amply 
supplied  with  every-thing  required,  they  were  promptly  at  hand 
wherever  there  was  work  to  be  done. 

The  "5th  Corps  Section,"  constantly  at  the  front,  afforded,  with 
its  "Coffee  wagon"  and  stores,  material  relief  to  the  wounded  as 
they  lay  on  the  field  the  night  after  the  battle  of  Five  Forks,  and 
then  attending  the  "Flying  Hospital"  followed  the  Corps  to  Ap* 
pomattox  Court-HousQ. 

The  "24th  Corps  Section"  was  with  the  advance  on  the  march, 
and  relieved  many  of  those  who  were  wounded  in  the  last  engage- 
ment of  the  war,  also  sending  a  detachment  from  its  number  with 
food  and  supplies  for  the  hospitals  at  Farmville. 

The  "9th  Corps  Section,"  taking  forward  three  heavy  wagon 
loads  of  supplies,  established  a  Station  at  Burkesville  where  was  a 
large  depot  hospital  for  the  wounded.  Many  hundred  men  were 
brought  here  from  the  battle  fields  where  they  had  lain  for  days 
without  food  or  care.  Government  supplies,  for  some  reason,  were 
very  scarce  at  this  place  for  several  days,  and  the  stores  brought  by 
the  Commision  proved  exceedingly  valuable.  The  delegates  worked 
night  and  day  nursing  the  wounded,  cooting  and  distributing  food, 
bringing  loads  of  straw  from  neighboring  plantations,  and  by  every 
personal  ministratioir,  taking  the  place  of  absent  father  and  brother. 

The  "Railroad  Section,"  which  was  organized  to  attend  espe- 
•ially  to  the  wounded  as  they  were  moved  from  the  field  to  railroad 
stations,  and  hence  in  cars  to  the  "depot  hospital,"  was  very  busily 
employed  both  night  and  day,  furnishing  hot  coffee,  crackers  and 
food,  and  giving  special  care  to  such  as  required  it.  First  at 
Humphrey's  Station,  among  the  wounded  of  the  cavalry  and  Second 
and  Fifth  Corps;  then  at  Warren  Station,  as  the  wounded  of  the 
Sixth  Corps  were  moved  from  field  hospitals  to  the  base;  then  at 
Meade  Station,  as  the  hospitals  of  the  Ninth  Corps  were  broken  up, 
this  section  performed  its  valuable  work. 
^    The  "Individual  Relief"  Corps  of  the  Commission  was  actively 
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engaged  in  searching  out  and  imparting  accurate. information  re- 
garding the  wounded  and  the  dead,  attending  to  special  cases  en- 
trusted to  its  charge,  sending  home  thousands  of  packages  of  valu- 
ables and  precious  mementoes  from  the  soldiers  to  their  loved  ones 
there.  At  Richmond  and  Petersburg,  permanent  stations  were 
established  at  once,  the  delegates  being  at  first  employed  in  the  care 
of  the  sick  and  wounded  in  the  Confederate  Hospitals  where  many 
men  were  found  in  great  destitution. 

At  each  place,  but  more  particularly  at  Richmond,  the  Commis- 
sion was  compelled  to  assist  many  of  the  women  and  children  who 
were  left  entirely  destitute  of  food  by  the  burning  of  their  homes, 
and  the  destruction  of  their  stores.  This  work  was,  however,  soon 
taken  off  our  hands  by  the  *'*'  Union  Commission,"  which  sent  a  large 
invoice  of  flour  and  an  agent  to  attend  to  its  distribution.  Thus, 
during  these  eventful  days  at  every  point,  the  Commission  was  ready 
with  willing  hands  and  abundant  stores,  to  comfort  and  relieve  the 
suffering.  ' 

Thus  closed  the  final  caippaign  of  the  war.  The  troops  after  a 
few  days  of  rest  took  up  their  line  of  march  toward  home;  the  hos- 
pitals and  camps,  one  after  another,  were  broken  up,  the  stations 
of  the  Commission  were  removed,  and  in  a  few  weeks  the  army  of 
the  Potomac  was  encamped  about  Arlington  ^Heights,  on  the  very 
spot  where,  four  years  ago,  it  had  first  been  called  into  being. 

Here  again,  for  a  few  weeks  was  a  precious  opportunity  to  work 
for  souls. 

To  the  veteran  who,  his  task  performed,  now  waiting  only  that 
final  order,  long  delayed,  which  would  restore  him  an  honored  citi-' 
zen  to  the  home  circle,  which  at  the  call  of  his  country  he  had  left 
long  years  ago,  the  wheels  of  time  dragged  heavily.  What  better 
time  than  this  to  direct  his  thougths  to  that  heavenly  Father,  who 
had  spared  him  through  all  the  perils  of  his  army  life  to  urge  him 
henceforth  to  a  consecration  of  b6dy  and  soul  to  that  Father's  ser- 
vice? 

The  large  canvas  chapel  which  a  few  weeks  before  he  had  left  on 
the  eve  of  battle  to  go  forth  to  the  uncertainties  of  a  fierce  cam- 
paign, now  once  more  invited  him  to  worship  and  to  thanksgiving. 
In  every  corps  and  permanent  camp,  these  ^Habernacles*' were 
pitched,  and  nightly  resounded  with  hymns  of  praise  and  prayers 
of  triumphant  faith. 
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Here  firom  the  lips  of  veterans,  who  in  marches,  in  the  trenches^ 
in  the  storms  of  battle,  and  in  the  prisons  of  the  foe,  had  for  years 
braved  the  hardships  of  war,  fell  words  of  childlike  faith  and  trust, 
testifying  to  the  reality  of  that  hope  in  Christ  which  had  never  de- 
serted them,  and  which  the  darkness  of  the  world  could  never  take 
away. 

It  was  in  truth  a  Pentecostal  season  to  hundreds  of  souls,  one  tiiat 
can  never  be  forgotten  by  those  who  were  permitted  to  partake  in 
that  "harvest  home." 

That  pillar  of  fire  which  had  ever  gone  before  us,  guiding  in  a 
way  that  we  knew  not,  a  way  encompassed  by  difficulties  and 
dangers,  but  made  glorious  by  the  favor  of  God,  seemed  now  to  reirt 
upon  every  tabernacle  and  to  shine  upon  every  heart. 

Only  a  few  short  weeks  did  these  scenes  continue,  the  order  came, 
the  regiments  passed  away,  each  to  its  parent  State,  and  henceforth 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac  was  to  live  only  on  the  pages  of  history, 
and  in  the  memories  of  men. 

And  with  it  closed  that  work,  which,  beginning  in  the  efforts  of 
a  few  to  bring  the  blessings  of  practical  Christianity  to  men  who, 
in  the  new  life  of  the  army,  were  denied  the  privileges  of  home,  had 
extended  over  the  whole  period  of  the  war,  a  work  which  had  em- 
braced the  labors  of 'hundreds  of  the  Lord's  children;  which  had 
been  followed  in  its  mission  to  the  afflicted  and  the  lost,  by  the 
prayers  of  ten  times  ten  thousand  faithful  hearts;  which  had,  in  the 
name  of  Christ,  brought  healing  to  many  a  fainting  body,  and  life 
to  many  a  perishing  soul. 

Its  record,  too,  shall  live  in  the  memories  of  men.  Thousands 
will  have  reason  to  bear  it  in  thankful  remembrance  for  the  help  it 
brought  to  them  in  their  hour  of  extremity. 

Thousands,  stricken  in  the  battles  of  the  Peninsula,  at  Chantilly, 
Antietam,  Fredericksburg,  Chancellorsville,  Gettysburg,  Wilderness, 
Cold  Harbor,  Petersburg  and  Richmond, — ^those  fainting  by  weari- 
ness on  marches,  and  languishing  by  disease  in  army  hospitals,  have 
reason  to  thank  Gtod  for  the  help  rendered  them  in  that  name  of 
Christ. 

The  souls  that  have  in  a  hundred  "  Stations  "  found  peace  through 
faith  in  His  name,  and  been  made  heirs  to  an  inheritance,  incor- 
ruptible and  eternal,  will  never  forget  that  work. 

When  those,  who  as  humble  instruments  in  the  hand  of  God,  fw 
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this  work,  uid  those  whom  they  sought  to  benefit,  shall  alike  have 
passed  away  from  ear  A  and  been  forgotten,  the  influence  of  these 
labors  shall  still  exist  imperishable  as  eternity,  because  they  are 
the  work  of  the  Divine  Spirit  and  not  the  work  of  man. 


Beport  of  the  CommiiiioiL'B  Work  in  fha  Army  of  the  James,  from  Vo- 
▼ember  1864,  to  the  dose  of  the  War. 

BT  RET.  B.  F.  WILLIAMS,  FIBLD  AGEKT,  ARMY  OF  THB  JAMBS. 

Previously  to  November,  1864,  the  work  of  the  Christian  Commis- 
sion in  the  armies  operating  against  Richmond,  had  been  directed 
by  a  single  agent,  whose  duties  embraced  the  oversight  of  tilie  work 
within  the  fortifications  at  City  Point,  the  army  of  the  Potomac  a^d 
the  army  of  the  James. 

The  field  was  too  extended  for  the  care  of  one  mind,  and  in  No^ 
vember  a  corps  of  associates  was  organized,'  and  a  division  of  labor 
was  effected; — ^Mr.  M.  B.  Lowrie,  taking  charge  of  the  army  of  the 
Potomac;  Rev.  S.  S.  Ashley,  of  the  General  Hospital  and  the 
work  within  the  defences  at  City  Point ;  while  the  army  of  the  James, 
with  the  fleet  of  gunboats  in  the  river,  and  the  prisoners  who  might 
be  exchanged  at  Aiken's  Landing,  were  assigned  to  me. 

At  this  time  there  could  not  have  been  less  than  sixty  thousand 
men  under  the  command  of  General  Butler.  The  forces  lay  along  a 
line  of  breastworks,  of  twelve  or  fourteen  miles  in  extent.  The  first 
line  began  at  the  Appomattox,  a  little  south  of  Butler's  tower,  and 
ended  with  the  James'  River,  and  was  technically  known  as  the 
Bermuda  Front.  Another  line  began  with  the  defences  of  Dutch 
Gap,  on  the  north  side  of  the  river,  and  extending  from  Fort  Brady 
to  Fort  Bumham,  (the  Rebel  Fort  Harrison,)  and  bendmg  uround 
backward,  first  in  an  easterly  direction,  then  runing  ahnost  south- 
erly, its  extreme  right  rested  upon  the  James'  River,  just  below 
Deep  Bottom. 

Along  this  line,  north  of  the  James,  lay  the  Tenth  and  Eighteaith 
Corps,  while  from  six  to  ten  Independent  Regiments  held  the  Ber- 
muda Front,  all  ready  to  advance,  or  to  fall  back,  at  a  moment's 
notice. 

The  work  in  this  army  had  been  organized  in  April  and  May  of 
1864,  by  J.  R.  Miller,  since  the  general  field  agent  in  the  Shenan- 
doah Valley. 
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For  two  mtmAM^  b*  kept  the  oversight  of  both  the  corps  belong- 
ing to  this  army.  But  aftor  the  fi|^  of  the  Eighteenth  Corps,  at 
Cold  Harbor,  the  great  number  of  woonded  there  rendered  it  ne- 
cessary for  Mr.  Miller  to  give  his  personal  attention  to  the  work  in 
one  corps  only.  So  that,  when  all  the  forces  had  crossed  the  James, 
and  were  entrenched  in  front  of  Petersburg,  there  were  really  no  field 
agents  in  the  armies,  and  scarcely  enough  corps  agents  to  propei^ 
manage  the  work.  ^And  yet,  through  the  extra  efforts  of  Mr.  Cole, 
the  general  agent,  and  Mr.  Jenkins,  his  assistant,  whose  labors  at 
City  Point,  in  the  July  sun,  seriously  undermined  his  constitution, 
the  work  was  carried  on  with  a  good  degree  of  regularity,  and  with 
very  great  success. 

Papers  were  distributed  to  nearly  all  the  regiments;  and  vegeta- 
bles and  peaches  were  in  many  cases  provided  for  the  soldiers  in 
the  trenches,  as  well  as  for  those  in  the  hospitals. 

But  as  winter  drew  near,  and  the  prospect  of  a  winter  campaign 
became  less  certain,  it  was  determined  to  have  more  than  a  single 
station  in  a  Corps,  or  Corps  Hospital;  to  have  stations  established 
in  such  places  as  would  render  access  to  all  the  men  in  the  field 
easy  and  practicable. 

*  Measures  wejre  at  once  taken  to  increase  the  working  capacity  of 
the  station  at  Point  of  Rocks,  the  hospital  there  being  very  large, 
and  there  being  a  prospect  it  would  soon  become  still  more  import- 
ant by  the  addition  of  the  base  hospital  of  the  Tenth  corps. 

Preparations  were  made  to  provide  a  larger  chapel  than  the  one 
already  erected.  Foundations  sixty  feet  by  forty  were  laid,  the 
logs  being  cut  in  the  pine  forests  near  by,  and  hauled  as  we  could 
get  opportunity,  and  aia  from  the  Quarter-master's  Department. 
In  the  course  of  two  months,  the  work  having  been  delayed  by  our 
inability  to  secure  boards  for  the  floor  and  the  roof — the  building 
was  completed  and  dedicated  to  the  service  of  Grod.  ' 

The  room  was  filled  the  first  night  it  was  opened,  and  it  was 
generally  crowded  while  the  hospital  continued.  Those  best  quali- 
fied to  judge,  estimate  the  number  of  conversions  which  took  place 
in  it,  or  as  the  result  of  its  erection,  during  the  three  or  four  months 
it  was  in  use,  at  not  less  than  five  hundred. 

A  building  for  a  reading-room  and  library  was  also  erected;  also 
a  store,  from  which  articles  needed  in  the  wards  were  dispensed; 
a  school-house,  where  colored  children  and  colored  soldiers  were 
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•tanght  with  great  success  for  more  than  four  months^  a  comfortable 
house  for  delegates;  a  dining-room  and  kitchen;  and  a  house  in- 
tended as  an  office,  but  occupied  chiefly  by  ladies  connected  with 
the  diet-kitchens. 

These  plastered  log  houses,  arranged  on  a  neat  plan,  made  quite 
an  attractive  village.  Indeed,  it  is  not  risking  much  to  say  that 
few  delegates  who  labored  at  Point  of  Rocks  can  ever  forget  the 
happy  days  and  the  glorious  meetings  there  enjoyed. 

The  work  of  the.  Commission  continued  longer  here  than  at  any 
other  point  in  the  army,  as  the  station  was  not  broken  up  until  June 
1865,  and  its  commencement  dated  back  to  June  of  the  preceding 
year. 

At  the  beginnii^g  of  November,  there  was  a  station  of  the  Com- 
mission in  the  Tenth  Corps  Base  Hospital,  on  the  banks  of  the 
James,  not  far  from  Jones'  Landing.  For  some  reason,  this  station 
was  never  greatly^  prospered.  The  meetings  were  thinly  attended, 
and,  though  there  was  a  good  degree  of  interest  manifested,  there 
was  none  of  that  deep  religious  feeling  which  characterized  the  work 
in  other  stations  of  the  Commission.  The  delegates,  however,  did 
good  work  in  the  wards  of  the  hospital,  going  from  bed  to  bed,  and 
conversing  with  the  men  upon  the  subject  of  personal  religion, 
holding  meetings  in  the  tents  every  Sabbath  and  frequently  during 
the  week,  and  affording  funeral  services  for  the  dead.  They  preached 
to  the  regiments  in  the  vicinity,  and  faithfully  distributed  the  read- 
ing matter  put  into  their  hands. 

But  the  removal  of  the  hospital  to  Point  of  Rocks  was  a  matter 
of  gratitude  to  those  who  had  this  station  in  charge.  They  now 
brought  the  station  nearer  the  landing,  hoping  that  the  same  labor 
expended  upon  a  different  class  of  men,  might  be  more  effective  for 
the  cause  of  Christ. 

Nor  were  they  disappointed  in  the  result.  The  new  station  served 
as  a  base  of  supplies  for  all  our  operations  in  the  Army  of  the 
James — which  was  now  upon  the  north  side  of  the  river;  a  large 
,  number  of  teamsters  were  reached  by  it,  (for  at  this  time  the  wagons 
of  the  army  were  parked  near  Jones'  Landing,)  and  the  employees  of 
the  Quarter-master  and  .Commissary  Departments,  found  another 
large  class  of  men  among  whom  we  had  not  worked  regularly  for  a 
long  time.  They  now.received  our  attention.  A  school  for  colored 
.  men  was  also  established ;  meetings  were  held  nearly  every  night, 
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in  a  large  tent,  (Crozer  Tabernaclei)  forty  bj  thirtj  feet,  not  bo 
full  as  thoee  at  Point  of  Books,  but  with  a  good  degree  of  interest 
and  many  oonFersions. 

Some  twelve  or  more  regiments  were  constantly  yisited  from  this 
station,  and  religions  sendees  held  with  them  whenever  it  was  prac- 
ticable. 

From  this  point  also  the  gunboats  and  monitors  were  reached; 
and  here  we  kept  the  food  which  was  given  the  hungry  prisoners 
who  came  down  from  Richmond  to  Yarina  (or  Aiken's)  to  be  ex- 
changed. So  that,  taking  all  things  into  account,  the  station  at 
Jones's  Landing  was  one  of  the  most  important  in  the  field. 

Grossing  the  river  by  the  pontoon  bridge  at  Aiken's,  and  going 
northward  by  the  road  cut  through  Aiken's  farm,  and  passing  by 
General  Butler's  head-quarters,  we  reach  the  Field  Hospital  of  the 
18th  Corps,  and  find  the  flag  of  the  Christian  Commission  floating 
over  ^^ Butler  Station."  There  is  a  chapel  here  which  is  always 
well  filled,  and  under  its  sacred  canvass  v^  many  souls  are  being 
converted.  *  This  station  does  a  quiet  but  effective  work  for  several 
months,  till  the  negroes  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  and  the  Army 
of  the  James  ure  consolidated  into  a  single  corps,  (the  25th,)  and  all 
the  white  troops  of  the  Army  of  the  James  are  formed  into  the  24th. 
Then  it  is  broken  tip,  and  the  delegates  assigned  to  other  places. 

Pressing  on  still  further,  and  bearing  to  the  south  of  east  for 
two  miles,  we  come  to  ^^ White  Oak"  Station,  which  is  among  the 
troops  that  constitute  the  extreme  right  of  our  line  of  defences. 
This  station  is  most  easily  reached  by  following  the  ^^  corduroy  " 
road  which  leads  from  Deep  Bottom  directly  past  it  to  Signal  Hill 
and  to  Kautz's  cavalry,  and  which  terminates  in  the  New  Market 
Road,  at  the  foot  of  Signal  Hill. 

This  station,  though  not  in  an  attractive  spot,  nor  one  easily  ac- 
cessible, was  yet  prosperous  and  mccessful.  The  agent  who  pitched 
itremained  in  charge  till  the  first  of  February,  when  he  was  ad- 
vanced to  a  more  responsible  position;  and  whatever  of  success 
was  achieved  at  ''White  Oak"  is  due,  under  the  blessing  of  God, 
to  his  earnest  and  self-denying  efforts. 

This  part  of  the  line  being  exposed,  severe  picket  duty  prevented 
the  usual  attendance  upon  religious  meetings.  Nor  were  all  of  the 
chaplains  as  much  interested  in  religious  things  as  they  might  have 
been  expected  to  be,  though  some  tried  to  do  their  whole^  du^. 
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We  do  not  therefore  infer,  because  on  stormy  and  dark  nights  the 
chapel  was  not  crowded,  that  the  station  did  not  accomplish  great 
good,  or  that  souls  were  not  converted  here.  The  judgment  day 
alone  can  reveal  the  amount  of  good  effected.  Christians  were  re- 
vived, backsliders  reclaimed,  the  impenitent  awakened,  and  the 
awakened  and  convicted  converted. 

Following  the  "corduroy  road,"  which  leads  by  this  station  past 
Signal  Hill,  and  keeping  the  New  Market  Road  for  a  little  more 
than  a  mile,  passing  through  the  camp  of  Eautz's  cavalry  on  the 
right  and  left  of  the  road,  perfectly  concealed  from  the  enemy  by  a 
belt  of  pines  designedly  left  to  hide  their  position,  we  come  to 
"New  Market  Station,"  near  General  Foster's  head-quarters,  and 
within  a  few  rods  of  our  breastworks. 

The  beginnings  of  this  station  date  back  to  October,  but  the 
real  work  of  the  station  did  not  commence  until  the  last  of  Novem- 
ber, when  a  log  house,  20  by  18,  was  erected  for  the  delegates,  and 
a  chapel,  60  by  20,  for  the  meetings. 

The  latter  was  begun  Thursday  afternoon,  and  dedicated  to  the 
worship  of  Almighty  God  the  Sabbath  following. 

The  troops  which  were  first  interested  in  this  chapel  belonged 
chiefly  to  those  regiments  which  went  first  with  General  Butler,  and 
then  with  General  Terry,  to  Fort  Fisher;  and  the  work  of  genuine 
religious  interest  among  them  had  hardly  begun  when  they  were 
summoned  away ;  some  of  the  converts  to  pass  from  the  bloody  at- 
tack upon  the  defences  of  Wilmington  to  the  bright  realms  of  glory 
above. 

Disappointed  in  a  measure  by  the  sudden  departure  of  the  men 
among  whom  they  were  laboring,  the  delegates  did  not  relax  their 
efforts,  but  directing  attention  to  the  sick  men  and  the  camp  guard 
left  behind,  they  obtained  from  these  scattered  materials  a  full 
house,  and  a  most  interesting  work  of  grace  was  the  result. 

Very  many  of  the  troops  here  stationed  were  Germans,  and  spoke 
English  with  difficulty.  Services  were  held  for  their  benefit  two 
evenings  in  a  week  in  their  own  language.  Than  these  Germans, 
more  grateful  men  were  rarely  seen.  They  were  always  seeking 
some  way  in  which  to  manifest  their  gratitude.  Two  or  three 
would  go  with  a  team  and  haul  wood  for  our  quarters,  one  would 
cut  it  at  the  door,  another  pack  it  in  the  chapel  for  safety,  others 
would  try  to  improve  the  seats  of  the  chapel,  all  seeking  some 
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method  of  showing  their  attachment  and  kind  feeling  towards  the 
delegates  and  the  Commission.  A  German  who  had  been  lately 
converted  came  one  day  into  the  Quarters,  and  presenting  three 
dollars  to  the  Commission,  not  staying  for  thanks,  said,  as  he 
slipped  away;  "One  me;  one  me  wife;  one  me  child.  Use  for 
Christ's  sake."     Another  came  with  a  piece  of  paper,  on  which  was 

written  a  request  for  a  housewife.     "  Please  give  bearer,  J ^ 

a  bag  of  comfort.  He  no  speak  English,  so  he  get  me  write 
for  him."  No  one  need  be  told  the  happiness  of  the  bearer  on 
obtaining  his  wish.  Another  most  interesting  case  was  brought  to 
our  notice  at  this  time,  whose  history  is  given  below : 

"At  the  outbreak  of  the  rebellion,  J was  a  citizen  of  Vir- 
ginia, and  a  member  of  a  company  of  volunteer  militia.  He  voted 
with  a  majority  of  five-sixths  of  his  town  against  secession.  When 
secession  was  forced  upon  his  State,  and  his  regiment  was  about  to 
be  called  to  the  support  of  the  rebellion,  he  left  Virginia,  and 
secretly  removed  his  family  and  a  portion  of  his  household  goods  to 
Maryland.  During  Lee's  invasion,  a  short  time  before  the  battle 
of  Gettysburg,  his  Maryland  home  was  visited  by  a  gang  of  rebels, 
who  recognized  him  as  an  old  neighbor,  and  arrested  him  as  a  de- 
serter from  the  rebel  service.  He  expected  to  be  hung,  but  God 
mercifully  spared  his  life.  He  was  hurried  away  to  Carlisle,  Penn- 
sylvania, and  back  to  Gettysburg,  where  he  was  a  witness,  under 
guard,  of  that  terrific  battle.  In  the  confusion  of  the  retreat, 
and  under  the  cover  of  night,  he  escaped  the  rebel  guard,  and 
reached  tl^e  Union  camp.  Here,  through  mistake,  he  was  classed 
with  the  rebel  prisoners,  and  sent  to  Fort  Delaware.  Upon  pro- 
ducing proper  evidence,  he  was,  after  a  vexatious  delay,  released  as 
a  good  Union  man.  Getting  his  little  family  together  again,  he 
took  them  to  Pennsylvania,  where  he  remained  till  Washington  was 
threatened  in  the  summer  of  1864,  when  he  enlisted  in  the  early 
part  of  July  in  the  Union  Army,  with  the  understanding  that  be 
should  do  duty  in  the  State  or  at  Washington,  and  should  not  be 
exposed  to  capture  by  the  rebels  in  Virginia.  Upon  the  completion 
of  our  chapel  on  the  New  Market  Road,  he  was  present  at  the  ser- 
vices of  dedication,  when  God  met  him  by  His  Spirit,  convincing 
him  of  sin,  and  ginng  him  faith  and  repentance  unto  eternal  life. 
When  those  desiring  to  enter  upon  the  service,  of  God  were  requested 
to  give  their  names  to  the  delegates  of  the  Commission,  he  handed. 
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in  his  name,  stating  as  he  did  so  that  he  had  enlisted  under  a  fic^ 
titioos  name,  fearing  that  he  might  fall  into  rebel  hands  and  be  re- 
membered as  a  deserter;  but,  said  he  most  earnestly,^ I  want  my 
right  name  written  among  the  people  of  God.' 

"  During  the  winter  he  was  full  of  hope  and  rejoicing,  and.  was 
wont  in  every  meeting  to  declare  his  love  to  God  and  to  his  fellow- 
mep.  It  was  a  rare  enjoyment  to  hear  his  testimony  to  the  grace 
of  God.  Said  he  one  eyening,  with  his  foreign  accent,  '  I  used  to 
laugh  at  dese  tings,  and  I  find  fault  wid  de  breacher — some  was  too 
long,  and  some  was  too  short,  some  was  too  big,  and  some  was  too 
little — but  how  dey  just  suits  me.^  I  love  dem  all;  I  love dis  house; 
I  love  de  word  of  God,  and  I  mean  to  serve  Him  all  my  life.  My 
bredren,  be  firm,  be  faithful;  stand  up  for  Jesus,  and  nothing  will 
harm  you.  I  was  afraid  at  first  myself,  but  I  do  my  duty.  I  read 
my  Bible;  and  though  my  wicked  companions  shake  head  and  laugh, 
I  know  when  dey  see  me  in  earnest,  dey  will  soon  quit  dis  foolish- 
ness.' 

'^  Efforts  ware  made  to  induce  the  military  authorities  to  keep  fpdth 

with  J ,  and  by  dint  of  frequent  visits  at  hetwiquarters, 

and  earnest  effort  on  the  part  of  his  regimental  officers,  he  was 
transferred  to  the  North- West,  to  serve  against  the  Indians,*  where, 
we  doubt  not,  he  is  standing  in  his  place,  and  rendering  efficient 
service  for  his  Master." 

A  little  jpast  the  beginning  of  the  year,  two  brigades  of  the  Inde- 
pendent Division,  from  the  Valley,  under  the  command  of  General 
Harris,  were  encamped  in  the  vicinity  of  the  station.  Many  of  the 
troops  were  West  Virginians,  and  of  strong  Presbyterian  tenden- 
oies.  With  their  General  at  their  head,  they  used  to  crowd  our 
chapel  in  stormy  as  weU  as^  in  fair  weather,  to  listen  to  his  words 
or  to  the  words  of  the  delegate  whose  turn  it  might  be  to  lead  the 
meeting.  God's  blessing  attended  these  meetings,  and  converts 
were  numbered  by  scores.  Probably  the  influence  of  General 
Harris  over  his  men,  did  very  much  to  awaken  and  continue  the  in- 
terest in  these  gatherings.  Many  pious  officers  joined  with  him  in 
his  efforts  to  lead  men  to  the  Saviour. 

This  station  continued  to  exert  its  influence  till  April  3d,  the 
day  of  the  occupation  of  Richmond,  when  the  old  chapel  was  aban- 
doned, and  the  quarters  the  delegates  had  so'long  occupied,  for  the 
more  stirring  and  exciting,  but  not  less  interesting  and  profitable/ 
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scenes  in  the  rebel  capital.  It  is  impossible,  in  the  absence  of  tlie 
station  books,  to  fix  upon  the  number  of  converts  ^t  this  station 
during  the  period  of  its  existence;  but  it  could  not  hare  been  less 
than  two  hundred,  and  probably  may  have  far  exceeded  that  number. 

About  a  mile  to  the  rear  of  '^  New  Market "  station,  in  a  brigade 
of  the  Third  division  of  the  Twenty-fourth  corps,  commanded  by 
General  Henry,  was  "  Henry  Station,"  the  neatest  and  most  finely 
arranged  station  in  all  the  armies.  It  was  established  in  Decem- 
ber, 1864,  and  labor  here  continued  uninterrupted  till  April  8d, 
1865.  The  chapel  was  a  tent,  forty  by  thirty  feet,  neatly  seated. 
The  tent  was  pitched  and  seated,  as  well  as  the  house  for  the  dele- 
gates, erected  by  soldiers  who  volunteered  to  do  this  work,  out  of 
pure  love  to  the  Pommission,  and  a  desire  to  enjoy  the  benefits  of 
the  meetings.  The  meetings  were  always  well  attended,  and  a 
steady,  quiet  interest  pervaded  them  all.  The  state  of  feeling 
which  prevailed  here,  may  be  illustrated  by  the  following  incidents. 

One  evening  we  were  sitting  around  the  fire,  discussing  various 
subjects,  and  among  them  the  best  way  of  reaching  the  soldiers. 
A  soldier  who  had  come  in  unobserved  with  one  of  the  delegates 
after  the  evening  meeting,  and  had  sat  in  silence,  listening  to  our 
converstktion,  started  up  with  energy  and  great  determination,  and 
trembling  in  every  limb,  stepped  forward,  placed  both  hands  upon 
the  table,  looked  us  full  in  the  face,  and  said,  with  the  deepest 
feeling,  ^'  Well,  Christian  brethren,  I  have  come  in  to  ask  you  to 
pray  with  me."  We  dropped  upon  our  knees  at  once,  rebuked  in 
WIT  hearts  that  we  had  not,  some  of  us,  noticed  his  anguish,  and 
spoken  to  him  before.  Every  member  of  our  circle  besought  God's 
spirit,  and  then  he  who  had  asked  our  prayers,  prayed  for  himself. 
One  of  our  number  went  with  the  young  man  to  his  tent,  and  the 
next  day  he  was  rejoicing  in  his  new-found  hope. 

Net  long  after,  about  two  o'clock  in  the  morning,  the  delegates 
were  aroused  by  a  loud  knocking  at  the  door  of  their  tent.  One  of 
them  arose,  and  found  two  men  in  deep  distress  for  their  soul's 
salvation,  anxious  to  have  the  brethren  pray  with  them.  Candles 
were  lifted,  and  the  morning  hours  wore  away  in  earnest  suppli- 
cation with  God  that  he  would  give  peace  to  these  earnest  seekers. 
Peace  came,  and  through  their  influence  many  others  were  brought 
to  Christ,  till  the  number  of  conversions  at  the  station  exceeded  a 
hundred.    Nor  was  the  interest  confined  to  the  meetings  in  our 
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chapel,  but  extended  to  regiments  which  had  chaplains  who  held 
religious  services  among  their  own  men. 

One  evening,  a  man  belonging  to  a  battery,  three-fourths  of  a 
mile  from  pur  chapel,  strayed  over  to  the  meeting.  He  became 
greatly  interested  in  the  service.  When  about  half  way  home,  he 
kneeled  by  a  stump,  and  prayed.  The  next  night,  with  a  compan- 
ion, he  sought  the  meeting  again.  The  stump  saw  two  praying 
souls  that  night,  and  upon  their  return  to  camp  they  began  to  work 
for  Christ,  and  in  a  few  weeks,  forty  men  out  of  that  battery  alone, 
found  peace  in  believing. 

Just  before  the  Twenty-fourth  corps  moved  to  Hatcher's  Run, 
in  the  last  days  of  March,  the  interest  in  the  Ambulance  Corps  had 
become  so  great,  that  a  Church  Union  was  voluntarily  formed 
among  its  members,  embracing  the  names  of  nearly  forty  men. 

A  chapel  was  set  up  among  the  cavalry,  under  the  direction 
of  Chaplain  Harmsted  of  the  Fifth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  whose 
sudden  death  in  the  winter  was  so  greatly  lamented  by  all  who 
knew  him.  Some  of  the  roughest  of  the  officers  were  in  the  habit 
of  attending  the  meetings,  and  a  large  number  of  soldiers  gave 
evidence  of  a  change  of  heart,  as  a  result  of  our  labors  here — ^for 
the  death  of  the  chaplain  threw  the  entire  religious  work  among 
the  cavalry  upon  the  Commission. 

Chapel  flies,  of  different  sizes,  were  furnished  to  chaplains,  who 
used  them  as  coverings  for  many  log  chapels  in  their  regiments  or 
brigades.  These  rude  churches  in  camp  witnessed  the  outpouring 
of  God's  Spirit  during  the  wiqjber.  Without  exception,  in  the 
Twenty-fourth  corps,  they  were  scenes  of  a  revival  of  more  or  less 
marked  interest. 

These  large  chapel  tents  and  canvas  roofs  were  a  heavy  expanse 
to  the  Commission,  but  the  result  proved  them  a  wise  expenditure 
of  the  money  of  Christian  givers. 

In  this  corps,  a  weekly  chaplains'  meeting,  organized  at  ^^  New 
Market  Station,"  continued  through  the  winter.  At  these  meet- 
ings, subjects  of  practical  importance,  and  bearing  directly  upon 
i\d  religious  welfare  of  the  soldiers,  were  discussed,  and  well  written 
essays  were  read;  the  interest  of  the  meetings  being  in  no  respect 
behind  that  of  the  more  formal  gatherings  of  ministerial  brethren 
at  home.  Here  chaplains  became  acquainted  with  each  other,  and 
with  the  delegates  of  the  Commission,  and  a  friendly  interest  in 
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each  other  iras  awakened,  which  will  continue  long  after  many  of 
the  more  stirring  and  exciting  scenes  of  the  war  shall  fade  from 
the  memory. 

The  work  in  the  Twenty-fifth  corps,  (colored,)  though  resembling 
in  its  more  general  features  that  in  the  Twenty-fourth,  yet  differed 
from  it  in  several  important  respects.  Very  many  of  the  men 
could  not  read.  It  was  useless  to  distribute  reading  matter  among 
them.  Something  must  be  done  to  teach  them.  A  meeting  of  the 
chaplains  of  this  corps  was  called  at  ^^  Butler"  station,  early  in  the 
winter,  attended  by  chaplains  who  had  ridden  ten  miles  through 
rain,  and  mud.  The  Commission  .proposed  to  furnish  teachers, 
primers,  blackboards,  chalk,  and  such  other  aid  as  might  be  neces- 
sary, if  they  would  at  once  organize  schools  in  their  regiments,  and 
throw  their  influence  in  favor  of  the  schools  which  the  Commission 
would  organize  in  regiments  destitute  of  chaplains.  Hearty  assent 
was  given,  and  resolutions  of  thanks  passed,  with  a  petition  to  the 
Executive  Committee  in  Philadelphia,  to  endorse  the  proposal  of 
their  agents  in  the  field. 

The  Philadelphia  office  responded  cordially,  and  sent  out  circu- 
lars calling  for  fifty  teachers  for  colored  soldiers.  All  the  primers 
in  the  market,  were  bought  up,  old  spelling-books  were  collected  in 
many  a  town  at  the  North,  blackboards  were  bade  in  the  field, 
lumber  was  obtained  from  the  Government  for  seats  and  writing- 
desks  for  school-rooms.  Applications  for  canvas  were  multiplied, 
negroes  in  blue  could  be  seen  every  where,  carrying  huge  logs  upon 
their  shoulders  for  the  school-hoi^e,  till,  as  if  by  magic,  thirty  neat 
and  commodious  edifices  attested  the  eagerness  of  the  colored  men 
to  learn  to  read  and  write.  Officers  uniformly  approved  of  the 
plan,  and  the  chaplains  and  teachers  of  the  Cotnmission  had  only  to' 
go  forward  with  a  work  so  full  and  ripe,  that  in  a  very  short  time 
after  the  chaplains'  meeting,  at  "Butler  Station,"  schools  were  in 
progress  in  nearly  every  regiment  in  the  25th  corps — ^not  to  be 
broken  up  till  the  commencement  of  active  operations  rendwed  the 
existence  of  regular  schools  an  iVnpossibility. 

To  facilitate  this  work,  two  very  large  Commission  Stations  wqre 
established  in  the  corps  and  both  being  within  easy  reach  of  the 
enemies'  guns,  brought  every  newly  arrived  delegate  into  the  pecu- 
liar sensation  of  the  first  time  under  fire. 

"Birney  Station,"  named  in  honor  of  Major-General  William 
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Birney,  who  showed  us  great  kindness  from  first  to  last,  was. located 
upon  a  hill,  just  in  rear  of  Fort  Burnham,  and  under  the  guns  of 
the  Rebel  Fort  Gilmer.  It  is  said,  however,  to  the  credit  of  the 
Rebels,  that  when  they  learned  the  nature  of  the  establishment 
upon  the  hill,  with  a  blue  flag,  they  agreed  among  themselves  not 
to  fire  upon  it,  even  in  an  attack  on  the  fort. 

The  chapel- tent  was  pitched,  seated  and  dedicated  in  a  single  day. 
The  sermon  was  preached  by  the  Rev,  Edward  Hawes  of  Philadel- 
phia, whose  people  generously  paid  six  hundred  dollars  for  the  can- 
vas, and  named  it  the  "  Hawes  Tabernacle.*' 

Ten  .regiments  were  reached  from  this  Station.  The  schools  were 
held  in  day  and  evening  sessions.  The  men  came  in  by  reliefs,  as 
picket  and  fatigue  duty  would  allow  three  thousand  in  a  week  for 
their  turn  to  drink  at  this  little  stream  of  knowledge. 

They  showed  great  eagerness  to  learn.  Some,  without  any  know- 
ledge of  the  alphabet,  learned  to  read  in  easy  sentences  in  ^ix  days. 
And  for  the  majority,  according  to  the  uniform  report  of  the  teach- 
ers, the  average  time  required  to  learn  to  read  in  easy  sentences, 
was  only  four  weeks.  They  take  easily  the  normal  system,  the 
pupils  who  have  acquired  one  letter  casting  abo.ut  at  once  to  teach 
it  to  some  one  as  ignorant  as  they  were  a  few  days  before.  So  that 
a  teacher,  multiplied  in  this  geometrical  ratio,  would  very  soon  be 
felt  as  an  educating  power  in  an  entire  regiment. 

The  religious  meetings  at  this  stationwere  very  interesting;  some 
of  them  remarkable  for  the  power  and  deep  feeling  manifested  by 
the  colored  brethren. 

As  an  educational,  civilizing,  religious  effort,  the  work  of  the 
winter  was  abundantly  successful.  It  was  the  uniform  testimony 
of  the  chaplains,  and  the  officers  of  the  regiments,  that  those  taught 
in  our  schools  were  more  obedient  and  respectful  to  their  officers; 
discipline  was  improved;  habits  of  vice  were  checked;  and  in 
many  cases,  genuine  religious  interest  was  excited. 

"Wild  Station,"  a  mile  to  the  south  of  "Bimey,"  and  three- 
fourths  of  a  mile  from  Fort  Brady,  was  conducted  on  the  general 
plan  above  described.  Schools  were  established  in  each  regiment; 
services  were  held  in  the  open  air  for  the  benefit  of  the  regiments 
upon  the  Sabbath ;  and  prayer-meetings  attended  during  the  week. 
But  the  great  work  here,  as  at  "Birney,"  was  the  instruction o{  the 
men;  and  most  gratifying  were  the  results.     Hundreds  of  those 
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i|[ho  could  not  read  at  the  beginning  of  ^rmter,  were  sufficiently  ad- 
vanced at  its  close  to  read  in  the  Testament;  and  many  of  them  had 
learned  to  write  with  rapidity  and  elegance.  It  was  no  uncommon 
thing  for  one  riding  along  the  line  of  works  held  by  this  corps,  to 
see  men,  at  every  step  of  his  progress,  reading  or  studying  in  their 
primers,  politely  bowing  as  he  passed,  as  if  they  recognized  in  him 
the  giver  of  the  blessings  they  had  found. 

From  eight  to  ten  thousand  papers  per  week,  were  distributed  in 
this  corps,  and  we  had  the  assurance  that  they  were  read  with  quite 
as  much  care  and  interest,  as  in  any  part  of  the  army.  Testaments, 
tracts  and  Bibles,  were  also  distributed  freely,  and  at  the  opening 
of  the  campaign,  few  men  marched  without  something  to  read  in 
their  knapsacks. 

The  demand  for  housewives,  for  thread  and  needles,  for  letter- 
paper,  pens  and  ink,  and  for  assistance  in  writing  letters,  was  very 
great.  A  delegate  could  never  sit  down  a  moment,  but  some  one 
would  come  to  him  with  a  polite  bow,  "  Please,  sir,  will  you  write 
me  a  letter?"  And  in  almost  every  case,  they  would  wish  their 
friends  to  know  that  they  were  enjoying  the  opportunity  of  learn- 
ing to  read  and  write,  and,  that  they  soon  expected  to  vrrite  their 
letters  themselves. 

After  the  capture  of  Lee's  army,  and  the  return  of  the  Twenty- 
fifth  Corps  to  the  vicinity  of  City  Point,  the  work  was,  at  the  request 
of  the  General  in  command,  again  commenced,  and  from  every 
officer  in  authority,  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest,  all  possible  as- 
sistance was  given  to  the  delegates,  who  were  ready  to  devote  them- 
selves to  the  instruction  of  the  men. 

And  when  the  corps  embarked  for  Texas,  William  Kirkby,  Esq., 
the  commanding  corps  agent,  whose  earnest  efforts  had  already  ac- 
complished so  much  for  the  men,  was  requested  to  accompany  them, 
with  material  for  the  sick,  and  the  means  for  opening  schools  again 
as  soon  as  they  should  go  into  camp. 

We  had  at  first  to  contend  'w  ith  many  obstacles.  Our  stations 
were  none  of  them  comfortable,  or  healthy,  many  of  the  teachers 
were  young  and  inexperienced,  the  elements  even  were  adverse  to 
us,  the  wind  often  stripping  our  canvas  into  shreds ;  yet  the  uniform 
sympathy  and  aid  received  from  all  the  officers,  the  affection  and 
gratitude  of  the  men,  and  the  results  accomplished  in  spite  of  vari- 
ous hinderances,  make  us  feel,  in  reviewing  the  whole,  that  it  was 
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an  inestimable  privilege  to  be  permitted  to  organize  and  continue 
such  a  work  as  that  carried  on  in  this  part  of  the  army  during  the 
last  winter.  God's  blessing  ever  attended  us,  and  to  His  name  be 
the  praise. 

The  work  of  the  Commission  on  the  gunboats  has  been  alluded 
to  above.  Some  of  these  boats  laj  in  the  waters  of  the  Appomat- 
tox, and  were  visited  bj  delegates  from  the  station  at  Point  of  Rocks. 
Religious  reading  was  carried  on  board,  and  religious  services  held 
regularly  every  Sabbath,  and  no  where  were  our  labors  more  kindly 
received.  The  greater  portion  of  the  fleet,  however,  was  in  the 
James'  River,  near  Jones'  Landing,  and  the  Rev.  L.  H.  Pease,  was 
appointed  special  laborer  among  them.  He  reports  of  his  labors  as 
follows: 

"It  is  due  to  the  officers  of  the  James'  River  Flotilla,  commanded 
by  Commodore  William  Bradford,  that  the  Christian  public  should 
know  how  cheerfully,  and  invariably  they  have  encouraged  what- 
ever seemed  likely  to  promote  the  temporal  or  spiritual  well-being  of 
their  crew.  Through  the  last  ten  months,  it  has  been  my  privilege 
to  pay  them  frequent  visits  as  a  delegate  of  the  Commission,  upon 
thirty  or  forty  United  States  armed  steamers  lying  in  the  James' 
and  Appomattox. 

"  Unlike  our  soldiers,  seamen  would  ordinarily  apply  at  our  sta- 
tions, whatever  is  given  them  must  commonly  be  carried  to  them. 
But  there  are  none  who  appreciate  more  highly  than  they,  what  is 
done  for  them,  or  are  more  benefitted  by  it." 

EXTRACT  FROM  MR.  PEASE'S  RECORD  FOR  FIRST  SABBATH  IK  MARCH. 

"  This  morning  the  Commodore  and  all  the  officers  and  crew  were 
convened  for  religious  worship,  on  board  the  flag-ship  Dunbarton. 
We  stood  beneath  the  open  skyj  exposed  to  a  piercing  March  wind, 
and  had  a  good  service.  At  the  same  hour,  near  by,  the  commander 
of  the  double  turreted  Monitor  Onondaga,  was  himself  conducting 
religious  services,  on  board  his  ship.  Held  religious  services  on  an- 
other ship  in  the  afternoon.  At  the  close,  a  young  officer  sent  for 
me  to  come  up  on  the  hurricane  deck,  to  converse  with  him  respect- 
ing his  soul.  In  the  evening,  held  religious  services  on  bokrd 
another  ship,  in  which  several  of  the  crew  took  part." 

Mr.  Pease  was  deeply  interested  in  his  field,  and  was  very  popu- 
lar among  the  seamen.     We  have  reason  to  believe  that  some  of  the 
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officers,  and  a  large  number  of  seamen  were  awakened  and  led  to 
embrace  the  religion  of  Jesus.  My  experience  leads  me  to  believe 
that  the  amount  of  good  accomplished  on  board  ship,  will  compare 
favorably  with  the  result  of  like  effort  expended  among  soldiers. 

DIBT  KITCHE1{S. 

These  were  established  by  Mrs.  Annie  Wittenmyer,  and  will  be 
properly  reported  by  her.  But,  as  the  agent  to  whom  eight  of  the 
ladies  reported  when  in  the  field,  and  who  had  the  oversight  of  two 
of  these  institutions  at  Point  of  Rocks,  it  seems  fitting  that  I  should 
bear  my  testimony  to  their  usefulness. 

Ohristian  ladies  were  selected  with  great  care  by  Mrs.  Witten- 
meyer,  as  managers  of  the  establishment.  Not  only  were  they  to 
be  capable  of  overseeing  a  large  kitchen  and  preparing  choice  dishes 
for  the  sick,  but  they  were  expected  to  be  women  of  such  talent, 
character  and  piety,  as  to  exert  a  decidedly  Christian  influence  over 
those  whom  they  might  meet. 

The  plan  of  the  kitchens  was  this : — a  building  was  erected  by 
the  Government,  or  by  the  Commission,  if  the  Government  was 
pressed  for  men;  stores  and  furniture  were  furnished  mainly  by  the 
funds  of  the  hospital.  A  few  utensils  and  such  delicacies  as  could 
not  be  procured  elsewhere,  were  supplied  by  the  Commission. 

The  surgeons  in  their  morning  visits  prescribed  the  articles  of  diet 
required  by  each  patient.  These  prescriptions  were  consolidated 
into  ward  diet  lists  and  sent  to  the  kitchen,  when  the  ladies,  with 
the  ^^boys"  detailed  to  work  under  them,  saw  that  the  dishes  re- 
quired were  properly  prepared.  These  were  distributed  at  meal 
time,  in  regular  order,  to  the  nurses  who  came  for  them,  and  who 
received  the  food  designed  for  their  wards  in  dishes  made  for  the 
purpose,  and  were  bound  to  see  that  the  food  reached  the  patient 
with  the  same  care  that  they  gave  his  prel^cribed  medicine. 

Some  idea  of  the  amount  of  work  done  in  one  of  these  -kitchens, 
may  be  formed  from  the  number  of  rations  given  out  at  a  single 
meal, — never  below  one  thousand,  often  over  two  thousand.  Con- 
nected with  each  kitchen,  were  lady  visitors,  whose  duty  it  was  to 
go  from  man  to  man  and  to  render  those  little  offices,  which  the 
absent  mother  or  wife  or  sister,  were  she  there,  would  gladly  per- 
form for  the  sick  soldier,  and  at  the  same  time,  to  whisper  in  his 
ear  a  few  words  for  Christ. 
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The  testimony  of  Surgeons  and  all  who  were  acquainted  with  the 
workings  of  the  kitchens  at  Point  of  Rocks,  was  uniformly  and  cor- 
dially in  their  favor.  Our  only  regret  concerning  them  is,  that 
they  were  introduced  into  our  Hospitals,  too  near  the  close  of  the 
war. 

The  beginning  of  active  operations  in  the  spring,  broke  up  all 
our  well-defined  plans,  and  opened  another,  a  broad  field  of  useful- 
ness, but  very  difficult  to  cultivate,  in  as  much  as  it  was  impossible 
to  forecast  the  future  and  make  such  preparations  as  the  actual  result 
might  render  necessary.  But  the  experience  of  previous  years 
had,  in  a  measure,  prepared  us  for  the  demands  of  the  last  cam- 
paign, and  occasions  were  rare  when  our  Delegates  were  not  on 
hand,  as  necessity  demanded. 

Fighting  began  Wednesday,  March  29.  The  attack  upon  Fort 
Steadman,  by  Lee,  had  been  made  a  few  days  before,  Saturday 
March  25th,  and  signally  failed.  The  Fifth  Corps  in  the  advance 
was  every  where  victorious.  In  order  to  hold  our  lines,  greatly 
extended  to  the  left,  and  to  turn  Lee's  flank,  it  became  necessary 
to  withdraw  a  part  of  the  forces  on  the  right,  and  belonging  to  the 
Army  of  the  James,  and  concentrate  them  on  the  left.  Two  divi- 
sions of  the  Twenty-fourth  Corps  and  one  division  of  colored  troops 
under  the  command  of  Major-General  Ord,  were  ordered  to  move  to 
Hatcher's  Run.  There  was  great  bustle  and  activity.  No  one 
save  the  Generals,  knew  where  the  corps  was  to  go.  But  the  Com- 
mission must  be  prepared  for  any  thing,  so  its  wagons  were  loaded 
for  a  long  march,  and  with  the  choicest  stores;  a  party  of  earnest, 
self-denying  Delegates  was  selected  to  accompany  the  troops,  and 
the  whole  placed  under  the  charge  of  S.  E.  Fitz,  Esq.,  the  agent  of 
the  Con^mission  in  the  Twenty-fourth  Corps,  whose  admirable  powers 
of  organization  and  management,  gave  peculiar  fitness  for  this  im- 
portant responsibility. 

The  troops  moved  by  night.  Trains  of  wagons  began  to  wind 
their  slow  length  along,  and  by  the  time  the  morning  sun  cast  his 
beams  upon  the  abandoned « camps,  they  had  crossed  the  Appo- 
mattox, and  were  patiently  moving  on  towards  Hatcher's  Run. 

Our  two  wagons  were  in  the  Hospital  Train,  and  when  we  came 
to  broken  corduroys,  deep  gulleys  and  impassable  mud,  there  was 
painful  anxiety  lest  our  horses  should  "balk"  and  our  work  on 
that  campaign  issue  in  failure.     But  the  Lord  preserved  us.     He 
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heard  our  prayers  for  the  sucoess  of  the  mission.  The  Twenty- 
fourth  Corps  immediately  relieved  the  Second,  and  the  colored 
division  under  Major  General  Birney,  with  the  Sixth  Corps,  held 
the  ground  which  the  Second  had  formerly  occupied,  while  the  two 
divisions  of  white  troops  held  an  extended  line  beyond  the  Bun. 

This  corps  was  engaged  in  all  the  fighting  that  took  place  in  this 
vicinity.  It  captured  Fort  Gregg  and  aided  materially  in  bringing 
about  the  results  which  secured  the  battle  of  Five  Forks  and  the 
capture  of  the  South-side  Bead,  on  Sabbath  the  2nd  of  April. 

For  four  days,  the  corps  was  under  fire,  and  during  this  period, 
the  wounded  kept  pouring  into  the  rough  Field  Hospital,  estab* 
lished  near  Humphrey's  Station,  on  the  Military  Bailroad. 

Here  our  tents  were  pitched,  and  the  work  of  distribution  began 
and  continued  till  the  capture  of  Petersburg  and  Bichmond,  when 
the  corps  moved  again,  and  with  it  went  our  party  of  laborers. 
The  Delegates  aided  the  Surgeons  also,  as  far  as  their  services  were 
required,  in  washing  wounds  and  in  giving  such  assistance  and  care 
to  the  men  as  their  condition  rendered  necessary.  Another  party 
of  Delegates  were  at  the  cars,  upon  which  the  wounded  of  the 
Second  and  Fifth  Corps  were  loaded  from  the  ambulances,  which 
brought  them  in  from  the  far-distant  field-hospitals.  With  sponges 
and  water  they  bathed  feverish  wounds,  and  with  crackers.  Coffee, 
tea  and  stimulants,  they  cheered  the  hungry  and  fainting,  till  all 
the  wounded  were  removed  to  City  Poii^t,  where  they  were  met  by 
another  corps  of  delegates,  and  received  all  the  attention,  which 
the  pressure  of  extra  dirties  upon  the  Hospital  authorities  seemed 
to  devolve  upon  volunteer  assistants. 

The  fighting  of  the  Twenty-fourth  Corps  was  nearly  ended, 
^hen  the  rebel  capital  fell.  Its  subsequent  marches,  however,  were 
long  and  hard;  its  skirmishes,  especially  the  ope  at  ^^ Bice's  Sta- 
tion," near  Farmville,  were  bloody  and  severe;  its  men  and  horses 
were  almost  exhausted,  yet  it  never  flinched,  but  pressed  on  and  on 
— always  found  occupying  the  position  it  was  ordered  to  hold. 

That  wonderful  march  of  thirty  miles  in  twelve  hours, — bringing 
the  infantry  from  ^^ Bice's  Station"  to  the  support  of  Sheridan's 
Cavalry,  and  causing  utter  astonishment  and  discomfiture  to  the 
rebels,  who  had  based  their  movements  on  the  impossibility  of  such 
marching, — ^has  passed  into  history.  The  presence  of  these  troops 
n  front  of  Lee,  cutting  off  both  advance  and  retreat,  rendered  his 
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surrender  at  Appomattox  unavoidable.  To  these  hardy  veterans, 
be  the  honor  which  their  stern  courage  and  patient  endurance, 
qualities  which  brought  them  in  "at  the  death,"  deserve,  and  to 
those  Delegates,  who  faithfully,  though  wearily,  followed  these 
hosts  upon  their  long,  tortuous  and  uncertain  wanderings,  and  at 
last  marched  with  them  into  Richmond,  where,  again  issuing 
canvass  for  chapels,  pursued  their  ordinary  work,  visiting  among 
the  troops,  and  distributing  reading  matter  till  the  hot  summer 
months  passed  away  and  the  forces  in  and  around  the  city  were 
so  reduced  in  number  as  to  justify  the  Commission  in  retiring 
from  the  field. 

Of  this  last  work  at  Richmond  and  Petersburg,  a  few  things 
should  be  said. 

Lee*s  lines  were  pierced  by  the  Ninth,  the  Sixth,  the  Fifth  and 
the  Twenty-fourth  Corps,  upon  the.  Sabbath,  April  2d.  His  tele- 
gram to  Davis,  announcing  the  impossibility  of  re-establishing  them, 
rendered  the  immediate  evacuation  of  Richmond  and  Petersburg, 
unavoidable. 

Sabbath  afternoon,  preparations  for  the  movement  were  quietly  , 
begun,  and  ere  the  bell  in  Capitol  Square  had  tolled  the  hour  of 
midnight,  the  heavy  tramp  of  armed  men  and  the  low  rumble  of 
army  wagons  were  heard  in  the  streets.  As  the  hours  wore  on,  the 
panic  of  the  citizens  became  fearful.  The  sight  of  burning  ware- 
houses crowded  with  tobacco,  revealed  to  many  a  Confederate 
millionaire,  the  total  loss  of  his  wealth.  As  the  wind  veered,  and 
the  flames  began  to  leap  from  house  to  house  and  from  square  to 
square,  it  became  evident  that  the  business  part  of  the  city  must  be 
destroyed,  and  that  common  ruin  was  inevitable.  The  faces  of  the 
spectators  became  ashy  pale.  But  with  stoical  indifference  many 
a  rich  owner  stood  calmly  by  and  saw  one  of  the  wildest  mobs  that 
ever  cursed  a  burning  city  break  open  his  store  in  advance  of  the 
flames  and  carry  away  whatever  it  pleased  its  rapacious  desire  to  seize. 
The  slaves  ran  loose  at  their  will.  There  was'  no  power  to  hold 
them  in  check.  They  were  so  fully  occupied  plundering  the  burn- 
ing houses,  as  to  give  their  masters  no  fear  of  personal  violence. 

In  the  early  morning,  a^d  while  the  lurid  flames  buried  the 
rising  sun  in  a  sea  of  blood,  and  cinders  and  burning  ashes  filled 
the  air,  and  the  crash  of  falling  buildings  was  heard  on  every  side, 
came  the  most  terrible  of  all  terrors.     White  lips  whispered,  "The 
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Yankees  are  coming;  those  hated  Yankees;  the  inyaders,  blood- 
hounds,  full  of  rage  and  passion;  robbers,  ravishers  and  murderers/' 

The  panic  now  became  universal.  Feeble  women  hid  themseWes 
in  the  solitude  of  their  chambers,  children  nestled  close  to  their 
mothers,  stern  men  trembled  and  wept.  The  Mayor,  with  two  or 
three  ^^honorables,"  in  a  dilapidated  and  broken-down  wagon — 
symbol  of  the  Confederacy — rode  out  to  the  city  limits,  and  upon 
the  Osborn  turnpike,  near  Mayo's  mansion,  set  up  a  yrhite  hand- 
kerchief for  a  flag  of  truce,  attracted  the  attention  of  the  ^4nvad- 
ers,'*  and  formally  surrendered  the  city,  humbly  begging  mercy 
only  for  its  inhabitants. 

The  troops  rode  gaily  into  the  city,  crowds  of  negroes  lined  the 
streets,  singing  joyful  songs  of  welcome,  multitudes  of  the  lower 
classes  shouted  hurrahs  of  gratitude  for  the  great  deliverance,  but 
the  majority  of  the  people  were  sullen  and  undemonstrative. 

The  Stars  and  Stripes  were  at  once  raised  over  the  Rebel  Capitol. 
Flags  long  unseen  suddenly  came  to  light,  and  were  seen  waving  in 
all  the  principal  streets.  The  offices  of  the  Rebel  Government  were 
seized,  and  whole  piles  of  official  documents,  which  the  day  be- 
fore were  precious  in  rebel  eyes,  now  covered  the  floors  and  were 
swept  into  the  street,  or  burned  as  so  much  rubbish.  In  an  incredi- 
bly short  space  of  time,  head-quarters  were  established  in  the  Jef- 
ferson Davis  mansion,  the  City  Hall,  the  State  House,  the  Custom 
House  and  the  Spottswood,  while  the  negro  regiments  were  gaily 
sporting  in  the  grounds  of  Capitol  Square. 

The  General  commanding,  upon  riding  into  the  city,  instantly 
ordered  his  men  to  aid  the  fire  companies  in  extinguishing  the  flames, 
a])d  soldiers,  white  and  black,  spent  the  day  with  rebel  citizens,  in 
seeking  to  save  property  from  destruction.  One  of  the  Generals 
pressed  Christian  Commission  men  into  his  office  to  act  as  his  ad- 
jutants ;  and  rebels  who  applied  for  mercy,  got  their  first  ideas  of 
Yankee  rapacity  and  blood-thirstiness,  from  calm  and  gentlemanly 
clergymen,  who  had  marched  urith  the  troops  in  the  morning,  pre- 
pared to  minister  to  those  who  might  fall  upon  the  expected  field  of 
battle. 

In  the  afternoon,  the  vacant  quarters  of  Provost  Marshal  General 
binder  J — name  hateful  to  every  prisoner's  memory — were  assigned' 
for  quarters  to  the  Christian  Commission,  and  our  flags  which  had 
been  waving  all  the  day  in  other  parts  of  the  city,  were  hung  out 
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here,  directly  opposite  the  bronze  statue  of  Washington^  in  the 
square  of  the  capitoL 

No  deeds  of  violence  blacken  our  soldiers'  character.  Wearied 
with  cheir  efforts  to  stay  the  flames,  they  sleep  quietly  upon  the 
pavements,  ready  to  relieve  guard  over  the  property  of  the  flying 
confederacy. 

Early  Tuesday  morning,  the  agent  of  the  Commission  is  on  his 
way  to  Jon^'  Landing  for  supplies  for  the  starving  poor  of  the 
city,  and  for  those  soldiers  whose  excessive  efforts  have  rendered 
them  needy.  Upon  that  day,  our  quarters  are  thoroughly  cleaned ;/ 
provisions  and  utensils  for  cooking  arrive,  and  the  work  of  the 
Commission  in  Richmond  is  begun.  And  what  pen  can  describe 
it !  There  crowd  around  our  doors  a  multitude  of  hungry,  starving 
poor.  ^  The  purple  veins  stand  out  with  sad  distinctness  upon  the 
foreheads  of  wan  and  pale  women ;  their  eyes  are  hollow  and  life- 
less; their  cheeks  are  sunken;  their  frames  are  weak,  and  their 
whole  appearance  tells  a  tale  of  sorrow  and  oppression  which,  for 
the  credit  of  humanity,  we  could  wish  were  untrue.  A  few  crack- 
ers, at  first,  are  all  that  we  have  to  give.  But  the  crowd  increases. 
The  street  is  almost  impassable.  There  is  jostling  and  pressing  one 
against  another.  Women  are  crying:  ^^In  God's  name,  give  me  a 
little  ^something  to  eat ;  my  child  is  dying  at  home  of  hunger.x  A 
pale,  sickly  girl  tremblingly  creeps  up  to  you,  and  quietly  touching 
your  arm,  says:  "Please,  Mister,  give  me  a  little;  my  mother  is 
sick,  and  we  can't  get  anything  to  eat."  Here  is  one  with  a  note 
from  a  clergyman,  reporting  a  case  5f  unusual  distress.  Among  so 
many,  what  have  we?  A  few  barrels  of  crackers,  a  little  flour, 
some  corn  meal,  a  few  bags  of  black  beans,  such  as  our  prisoners 
on  Belle  Isle  used  to  eat,  a  little  prepared  vegetable  soup,  a  few  del- 
icacies for  our  own  sick  in  the  hospitals;  and  thousands  are  begging 
at  our  doors,  kept  out  only  by  the  bayonet  of  the  guard,  and  cry- 
ing and  moaning,  "In  God's  name,"  "In  Christ's  name,"  for  some- 
thing to  satisfy  their  ravenous  hunger.  They  do  not  ask  for  cloth- 
ing, they  wani  food.  Who,  with  such  a  sight  before^  him,  could 
think  of  enemies ! 

Now  and  then,  the  picture  of  our  starving  soldiers  at  Anderson- 
son  ville,  in  Libby  and  on  Belle  Isle,  may  present  itself  to  our  minds,' 
but  it  is  pushed  aside,  and  we  labor  with  our  might  to  feed  those 
who  have  starved  our  brothers.     Our  troops  too,  officers  and  men, 
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seem  to  forget  that  thej  are  among  a  hostile  people,  and  generously 
strive  with  each  other  to  alleviate  the  suflFerings  of  the  city. 

Applicants  of  all  classes  multiply,  till  a  telegram  is  sent  to  Phil- 
adelphia for  ten  thousand  dollars  worth  of  flour.  The  application 
is  referred  to  the  Union  Commission  at  New  York,  and  the  imme- 
diate answer  is  five  hundred  barrels  of  flour,  which  are  given  out 
in  cupsfull  to  men  and  women,  without  regard  to  color,  of  every 
condition — to  those  in  rags,  and  to  those  in  elegant  silks. 

The  Union  Commission  carries  on  the  work  we  have  begun,  and 
we  are  glad  to  turn  again  to  our  more  legitimate  field  of  labor  of  visiting 
hospitals,  preaching  to  the  soldiers,  and  distributing  religious  read- 
ing. A  large  lower  room  in  the  corner  of  the  building  we  occupy 
is  now  fitted  up  for  a  Reading  Room.  Here  come  alike  the  citizen 
and  the  soldier,  the  minister  and  the  layman.  The  latest  news  from 
the  North  is  eagerly  sought,  and  old  papers,  which  during  the  days 
of  battle  had  accumulated  on  our  hands,  are  thankfully  received 
and  carefully  read.  Here  are  discussed  by  the  divines  from  the 
North  and  from  the  South,  in  friendly  spirit,  the  problem  of  the 
war,  the  future  of  the  negroes,  the  method  of  reconstruction ;  and^ 
here  too,  are  laid  the  foundations  of  future  brotherhood  between  the 
different  sections  of  the  country,  and  from  first  to  last,  not  a  word 
is  breathed  by  a  citizen  of  Richmond  against  the  Christian  Commis- 
sion ;  but  often  is  it  said,  if  this  Commision  represents  the  spirit  of 
the  North,  then  we  have  greatly  misjudged  it,  and  the  work  of  re- 
union can  easily  be  accomplished. 

Our  doors  were  open  to  all  com*ers,  nor  were  we  often  without  guests. 
Representatives  of  the  press  sought  our  rooms,  delegates  from  the 
Home  Missionary  Society,  members  of  Freedmen's  Societies  came 
to  us,  and  we  had  room  enough,  and  food,  such  as  it  was,  for  them 
all.  It  was  impossible  that  they  should  go  elsewhere.  There  were 
neither  lodgings  nor  rations  to  be  obtained  elsewhere  in  town. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  prolong  this  report  by  detailing  operations 
about  the  city.  We  established  a  station^in  Jackson  Hospital  among 
the  rebel  wounded,  and  distributed  to  these  sufferers,  the  articles 
which  we  would,  in  other  circumstances,  have  given  to  our  own  men. 
We  had  a  station,  too  at  Camp  Lee,  among  our  own  troops,  and 
daily  visits  were  made  to  the  regiments  encamped  near  the  city. 
Care  was  taken  also  to  learn  what  could  be  learned  of  the  history 
of  those  who  died,  prisoners  of  war  in  Richmond.     A  part  of  the  re- 
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cords  of  Libby  prison  were  copied  and  the  information  thus  obtained, 
lodged  with  the  Individual  Relief  Department  of  our  commission. 

The  graves  of  our  buried  prisoners  were  visited,  coffins  exposed 
were  carefully  covered ;  a  fence  was  built  around  that  part  of  the 
Oakwood  Cemetery  which  contains  the  ashes  of  our  brave  defenders, 
as  also  around  the  little  "God's  Acre"  on  Belle  Isle.  Government 
provided  the  lumber,  and  furnished  details  of  men,  leaving  to  us 
the  necessary  supervision. 

For  a  few  weeks  the  returning  troops  furnished  a  field  white  for 
harvest  about  Washington.  The  heroes  are  in  their  last  camps* 
Visions  of  home  are  befoije  them.  The  experiences  of  war  are  now 
a  story  of  the  past.  They  will  soon  lay  aside  the  marks  of  military 
service  for  the  unpretending  garments  of  civil  life.  What  an  op* 
portunity  for  a  few  earnest  parting  words  from  those  who  represent 
the  Christian  sentiment  of  the  whole  north !  The  opportunity  is 
seized,  and  God  blesses  the  effort. 

.While  this  work  went  on  at  Washington,  a  party  of  delegates  ac- 
companied a  detachment  of  soldiers  sent  by  order  of  the  Secretary 
of  War  to  Cold  Harbor,  and  helped  to  give  Christian  burial  to  four 
hundred  skeletons  that  rebel  recklessness  had  left  exposed  for  nearly 
&  year  on  that  bloody  field.  All  possible  information  in  regard  to 
the  fallen  was  obtained  and  carefully  preserved.  The  names  of 
those  who  died,  or  fell  behind  the  works  and  were  buried  by  their 
comrades,  were  copied  from  the  head-boards  which  marked  their 
resting  places.  At  the  same  time,  other  members  of  the  Commis^ 
sion  searched  all  the  battle-fields  around  Petersburg  and  Richmonxit 
and  the  hospital  burial  grounds  where  an  army  had  marched  and 
camped  for  nearly  a  year,  and  copied  the  marks  cut  by  soldiers  in 
rough  boards  over  the  graves  of  their  fallen  comrades.  This  list 
increased  by  the  record  of  our  dead  from  Danville  and  Camp  Law- 
ton  prisons  to  eight  thousand  names,  was  published  by  the  Commis- 
sion for  gratuitous  distribution  among  the  friends  of  the  lost. 

Thus  ends  the  history  of  the  efforts  of  the  Commission  in  the 
Army  of  the  Jan^es.  The  results,  who  cab  estimate  them  ?  Un-^ 
dertaken  in  feebleness,  but  in  reliance  upon  God,  He  gave  success 
to  the  humble  means  employed.  He  alone  made  it  a  work  whose 
memory  is  precious  to  all  who  engaged  in  it,  and  whose  richest  re* 
suits  can  never  be  known  till  they  are  read  in  the  light  of  an  eternal 
day.  E.  F.  Williams,  J^ield  Agent,  U.  S.  C.  (7.. 


130  UNITBI)  STATES  CHRISTIAN  COMMISSION. 

Beport  of  S.  E.  Fiti,  Agent  of  fho  Twenty-fourfli  Army  Corps. 

The  Twenty-fourth  Corps  was  organized  in  December  from  Uie 
white  troops  of  the  disbanded  Tenth  and  Eighteenth  Corps,  and 
forming  the  extreme  right  of  Gen.  Grant's  forces  operating  against 
Richmond,  as  well  as  the  right  of  the  Army  of  the  James,  was  en* 
camped  on  Chaffin's  Farm,  north  bank  of  the  James  River,  seven 
miles  from  Richmond,  stretching  around  the  flank  from  near  Fort 
Harrison  to  Deep  Bottom.     I  was  with  the  corps,  in  winter  quar- 
ters on  Chaffin's  Farm ;  accompanied  the  First  and  Second  Divi- 
sions, when  on  27th  March,  they,  with  Birney's  Division  of  Twen- 
ty-fifth Army  Corps,  United  States  Colored  Troops,  broke  camp, 
marched  to  Grant's  extreme  left  at  Hatcher's  Run,   and  partici- 
pated in  the  final  and  successful  attack  on  Lee's  Petersburg  lines, 
April  2d;  marched  with  them  in  their  pursuit  of  Lee,  to  Appomat- 
tox Court-House;  after  Lee's  surrender,  returned  with  the  corps  to 
Richmond,  where  it  encamped  until  finally  disbanded  in  August. 
The  original  Second  Division  formed,  with  a  brigade  of  United 
States  Colored  Troops,  the  first  Fort  Fisher  expedition,  and  the 
same  with  one  brigade.   First  Division,  formed  the  second  Fort 
Fisher  expedition.     They  were  not  accompanied  by  the  Christian 
Commission.     These  troops  remained  in  North  Carolina,  while 
their  place  in  the  corps  was  taken  by  a  division,  largely  West  Vii:- 
ginia  men  from  the  Shenandoah  Valley.     The  last  of  February, 
the  Third  Brigade,  Third  Division,  started  on  an  expedition  which 
proved  to  be  the  "  Fredericksburg  Tobacco  Raid."     They  returned, 
March  27 th,  across  the  country  from  White  House  with  General 
Sheridan.     The  uncertainty  of  destination,  forbade  our  acceptance 
of  an  invitation  to  accompany  them.     On  the  opening  of  the  cam- 
paign in  the  spring,  the  Third  Division  remained  behind  in  the 
works  on  the  north  bank  of  the  James,  and  entered  Richmond  on 
its -evacuation,  April  8d.     The  corps  was  reunited  at  Richmond  on 
the  25th  April.     This  statement  of  the  movements  of  the  troops 
seems  needful,  in  order  to  an  understanding  of  the  interruptions  to 
which  the  Christian   Commission  in  this  corps  were  subjected. 
Permanence  of  camp,  so  desirable  for  the  success  of  direct  spir- 
itual labor  with  soldiers,  was  had  to  a  very  limited  degree. 

While  encamped  on  Chaffin's  Farm,  there  were  three  stations  of 
the  Christian  Commission  in  the  corps,  viz :  "  New-Market  Sta- 
tion," "White-Oak  "  and  "  Henry."  "  New-Market "  remained  after 
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my  connection  with  the  Army  of  the  James,  under  the  immediate 
care  of  Mr.  Williams,  the  Field  Agent,  until  1st  February,  1865. 
So  of  "White-Oak,"  until  the  middle  of  March.  '  "Henry''  was 
established  under  my  direction,  and  so  remained. 

At  "New-Market"  and  "Henry,"  there  were  well-built  and 
floored,  log,  mud-plastered,  canvas-roofed  buildings,  used  as  office 
and  "living  room,"  fifteen  feet  by  twenty  feet,  besides  a  tent  ad- 
joining each,  arranged  conveniently  for  cooking  and  eating  apart- 
ments. At  the  former  was  a  log,  canvas-roofed  chapel,  twenty  by 
sixty  feet,  seated  with  logs,  mud-paved,  lighted  by  candles  and  com- 
fortably heated  with  stoves.  At  "  Henry  "  was  a  large  chapel-tent, 
thirty  by  forty  feet,  spread  over  a  firm  log  frame;  floored  with  saw- 
dust, well  seated  with  boards,  lighted  with  Kerosene  lamps,  and 
thoroughly  warmed.  The  accommodations  at  "White  Oak"  were 
poor  and  inconvenient.  At  neither  of  these  stations  was  the  Chris- 
tian Commission  at  any  expense  for  lumber  or  labor ;  a  dollar  or 
two  for  nails  was  the  only  cost,  aside  fnom  the  canvas ;  the  lumber 
and  several  doors  came  from  a  dilapidated  house,  confiscated  to  our 
use.  The  labor  of  erection  was  done  by  delegates  and  volunteers 
from  the  camps, 

'  From  these  three  Stations  as  centres,  we  worked  out  as  we  had 
the  means.  The  number  of  delegates  was  always  in  deficiency  of 
the  demand;  on  an  average,  four  or  five  each  at  "New-Market" 
and  "Henry,"  two  or  three  at  "White-Oak."  Earnest  efibrt  was 
made  to  have  ourselves  felt  as  a  Christian  Commission.  At  the 
stations,  we  gave  to  all  callers,  according  to  our  ability,  persuaded 
at  the  same  time  that  whoever  put  himself  voluntarily  in  our 
society  expected,  or  at  any  rate,  sliould  be  made  to  feel  a  reli- 
gious influence.  At  "Henry,"  the  chapel  was  kept  warm  as  a 
place  for  quiet  reading  and  writing  by  the  soldiers.  The  meetings 
in  the  station-chapels,  were  held  every  evening,  were  well  attended, 
and  were  favored  with  frequent  evidences  of  the  Spirit's  presence, 
fifteen  to  forty  without  urgent  appeal,  expressing  a  wish  for  a 
better  life.  At  "New-Market"  and  "Henry"  the  conversions 
numbered  several  hundreds  each.  The  reclamation  of  "back- 
sliders," Was  a  marked  feature  of  the  meetings.  At  "Henry"  the 
converts  had  a  meeting  of  their  own  at  two  o'clock  every  P.  M. 
Sabbath  services  were  usually  crowded,  with  a  large  attendance  of 
officers. 
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In  working  out  in  the  camp,  it  was  our  purpose  to  place  a  reli- 
gious paper  or  book  in  every  soldier's  hut  in  the  corps  at  least  once 
a  week.  We  were  able  to  accomplish  this  during  most  of  the  time- 
When  calling  upon  the  soldiers,  or  in  meeting  them  anywhere,  we 
sought  to  encourage  the  sick  and  desponding,  to  discourage  grumb- 
ling, and  to  impress  the  Delegate's  Christian  mission.  Twice 
when  the  enemy  shelled  the  line  for  several  hours,  and  "New-Mar- 
ket" and  "Henry!'  shared  the  danger  of  the  camp  in  general,  our 
delegates  gained  approval  by  proceeding  undisturbed  in  their 
work  at  home  and  on  the  lines.  The  twelve  chapel-flies  distrib- 
uted to  chaplains  did  excellent  service. 

Throughout  the  winter  we  received  the  countenance  and  active 
aid  of  officers  and  men.  The  Christian  Commission  badge  was  the 
passport  to  attention,  respect  and  privileges.  All  our  cutting  and 
hauling  .of  wood  was  done  regularly  by  volunteers  from  the  camp, 
in  accordance  with  the  wishes  of  the  officers  in  command.  At  each 
station  a  soldier  was  detailed  as  cook  for  us.  At  "New-Market," 
Generals  Terry  and  T.  M.  Harris;  at  "Henry,"  G-eneral  Guy  V. 
Henry,  were  very  cordial  in  their  support  and  attentions.  General 
Henry  expressed  the  greatest  interest  in  the  Christian  Commission 
and  on  the  location  of  "Henry  Station,"  issued'  to  his  brigade  a 
circular,  announcing  our  presence  and  purposes,  and  ^'adopting." 
us  into  the  brigade. 

On  the  27th  March,  the  First  and  Second  Divisions  and  Eautz's 
(now  McKenzie's)  Cavalry  Division  of  the  Twenty-fourth  Army 
Corps,  andBirney'sDivisioUjOf  the  Twenty-fifth  Army  Corps,  United 
States  Colored  Troops,  received  ordo^s  from  General  Ord  to  break 
camp  and  march,  at  6  P.  M.  With  the  full  approval  of  Dr.  Morri- 
son, Medical  Director  Twenty-fourth  Army  Corps,  I  hastily  com- 
pleted arrangements,  already  commenced,  for  accompanying  the 
expedition,  and  joined  the  Hospital  Train,  with  one  four-horse 
heavy  team,  one  two-horse  lighter  team,  one  saddle-horse,  and  six 
delegates.  We  marched  around  Petersburg  to  Hatcher's  Run,  and 
with  the  Sixth  Army  Corps,  formed  the  centre  in  the  disposition  of 
General  Grant's  forces  for  the  final  onset  upon  the  lines  south 
of  the  Appomattox  River.  The  rapid  march  from  camp,  the  heavy 
rains  and  the  continuous  skirmishing  of  Friday  and  Saturday,  sent 
many  men  to  the  Field  Hospital,  where  we  were  able  to  do  much 
for  their  spiritual   and  temporal  comfort.     But  one  victorious 
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charge  and  advance  on  the  morning  of  Sunday,  AprU  2d,  espe- 
cially the  taking  of  the  rebel  Fort  Gregg,  gave  us  a  much  more 
extended  field  for  work.  Within  fifteen  minutes  of  the  arrival  of 
one  Hospital  Train  upon  the  scene  of  action  we  had  ready  for  dis- 
tribution, hot  tea  and  coffee,  crackers  and  stimulants.  Here  we 
felt  keenly  the  absence  of  the  coffee-wagon,  which  had  been  prom- 
ised, but  reached  City  Point  a  day  too  late.  The  delegates  worked 
hard  and  long,  and  late  and  well.  We  fed  the  men,  bathed  their 
wounds,  revived  the  faint,  aroused  the  few  discouraged  ones,  re- 
ceived messages  and  valuables  of  the  wounded,  dying  and  dead,  for 
transmission  home,  pointed  those  who  could  think,  to  the  Saviour 
of  souls  and  assisted  in  giving  the  bodies  of  the  dead  a  Christian 
burial. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  8rd  the  order  came  to  our  train 
"harness  up  and  hitch  up,"  and  we  were  soon  on  the  march  to 
Petersburg  it  seemed  at  first,  but  in  a  short  time  we  turned  on 
Cox*s  road  in  the  opposite  direction.  I  ascertained  that  we  formed 
the  left  wing  of  Grant's  forces  in  pursuit  of  Lee,  and  that  we  were 
making  for  Burksville  by  forced  marches  to  intercept  Lee's  escape 
to  Danville.  I  concluded  to  trust  to  Providence  and  follow  on, 
though  our  forage  was  nearly  gone  and  our  supplies  reduced.  The 
Provost  Marshal  told  us  to  forage  upon  t^e  road  for  whatever  we 
might  need  for  man  and  beast,  and  I  knew  that  even  if  we  should  ut- 
terly expend  our  stores  before  we  could  be  supplied,  we  need  not 
despair  of  service ;  if  we  could  obtain  rations  to  support  the  dele- 
gates our  services  would  be  of  value.  As  rapidly  as  the  poor 
quality  of  the  roads  and  the  obstruction  of  felled  trees  and  burned 
bridges  would  permit,  we  pressed  on  up  the  South-side  Railroad^ 
and  after  a  stay  of  half  a  day  at  Burksville  reached  Appomattox 
Court-House,  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  miles  from  Petersburg, 
on  the  morning  of  Sunday,  April  9th.  The  week's  march  was 
very  severe  upon  the  teams  and  not  much  less  upon  the  delegates. 
The  advantage  of  taking  the  light  team  was  very  great,  for  it  fur- 
nished means  for  the  delegates  to  ride  a  part  of  the  time,  so  that 
they  were  quite  fresh  when  we  halted  at  night,  and  ready  at  once 
to  attend  to  sick  and  wounded.  Of  these,  we  had  in  hospital  fifty 
to  one  hundred  every  night,  from  the  continual  skirmishing  with 
Lee's  flank  and  advance.  Several  times  we  experienced  difficulties 
which  perhaps  would  have  been  insurmountable,  were  it  not  for  the 
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attentions  of  the  Pioneer  Corps.  On  reconnoitering  at  Appomat- 
tox, the  discomfiture  of  the  rebels  was  seen  to  be  thorough,  and 
the  surrender  on  the  afternoon  of  the  9th  stayed  the  scenes  of  car- 
nage and  victory  that  had  filled  up  to  the  brim  the  fortnight  preYioos. 

The  Twenty-fourth  hospital  at  Appomattox  Station  of  the 
Southside  Railroad  was  made  the  receiving  hospital  for  the  sick 
and  wounded  of  Grant  s  soldiers  and  prisoners ;  for  a  week  we  had 
all  we  could  do  administering  to  the  friends  and  foes,  who  crowded 
the  wards,  our  stores  having  been  replenished  by  a  draft  upon  the 
Fifth  Army  Corps  agent.  Mr.  Cole  came  up  with  us  here,  and 
with  his  approval,  I  sent  two  delegates  with  stores,  on  the  Bail- 
road,  back  to  Farmville;  their  work,  both  on  the  cars  and  for  a 
week  and  a  half  at  Farmville  was  arduous  and  timely.  We  re- 
paired our  wagons  from  the  abandoned  rebel  trains,  and  on  the 
18th  commenced  return  march  to  Burksville,  and,  as  it  proved,  to 
Richmond,  where  we  arrived  on  the  25th  April,  just  four  weeks 
from  the  time  of  leaving  camp  on  Chaffin's  Farm,  and  three  weeks 
after  the  evacuation  of  the  city.  •  The  Third  Division  here  reunited 
with  us,  and  the  whole  corps  encamped  in  and  about  the  city  of 
Richmond. 

Early  in  May  Mr.  Cole  put  the  Richmond  Station  Christian 
Commission  in  my  charge,  the  duties  of  which  were  shared  by  Mr. 
E.  F.  Williams,  Field  Agent  of  the  Army  of  the  James,  until  June 
Ist.  After  the  last  date  until  the  close  of  the  station,  August 
17th,  I  was  in  general  charge  of  the  work  of  Christian  Commis- 
sion in  Richmond  and  vicinity,  reporting  to  the  Philadelphia 
office.  * 

The  number  of  blacks  applying  for  aid  was  much  smaller  than 
the  number  of  whites;  and  they  were  more  grateful.     The  dele- 


*  Mr.  FiU's  opinion  and  aooonnt  of  the  work  of  the  Commission,  among  the  poor  of 
Richmond,  omitted  here,  is  the  other  side  of  the  picture  drawn  by  Mr.  Williams.  It  is 
erident  that  some  of  the  rebellious  spirits  of  the  captured  Capital,  did  not  find  anything 
good  in  the  Conunission,  «xoept  its  benefactions  to  tbea^,  and  these  were  accepted  as  their 
due,  or  as  Mr.  F.  says,  ^  As  a  part  of  General  T.'s  policy  of  coaxing  them  into  good  beha- 
vior." "  They  begged  imperiously."  No  white  clergyman  gave  us  anything  like  a  Chris- 
tian greeting  or  recognition  as  a  Christian  organisation.  If  they  came  to.  olir  rooms,  it 
was  to  get  Yankee  papers,  or  to  introduce  some  of  their  needy  parishoners.  Yet,  there 
were  multitudes,  generally  of  the  middle-olass,  who  appreciated  most  thoroughly  our 
whole  mission.  The  colored  preachers  and  all  their  people  received  us  gladly,  and  in 
their  times  of  persecution  shortly  after,  by  oppressive  United  States  officials,  our  dele- 
gates were  able  to  be  of  essential  service  to  them. 
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gates  of  the  Christian  Commission  were  able  to  do  much  for  the 
blacks  in  the  way  of  advice.  During  the  first  month  several  dele- 
gates taught  Freedmen's  Schools  in  addition  to  their  ordinary 
work.  Rev.  H.  W.  Pierson,  of  Ohio,  by  special  arrangement  at 
Philadelphia,  spent  six  weeks  in  mid-summer  in  teaching  adult 
blacks.  We  distributed  to  colored  schools  large  numbers  of  "The 
Freedman ''  and  of  Testaments.  Our  delegates  preached  often  in  the 
African  churches.  The  whites  liked  our  "rations"  but  hated  our 
gospel.  l?he  blacks  worked  for  their  own  food,  while  they  sought 
the  gospel  from  us. 

We  at  last  became  able  to  give  our  undivided  attention  to  the 
Christian  Commission  work  proper.  On  entering  the  city,  the  most 
pressing  demands  were  made  upon  us  by  the  rebel  hospitals.  These 
numbered  at  first  eight  or  ten,  containing  over  5,000  patients  in 
very  great  need  of  such  aid  as  we  were  ready  to  give  them.  By 
the  last  of  April  the  patients  had  been  nearly  all  gathered  at  Jack- 
son Hospital,  where  we  established  an  out  station  of  the  Christian 
Commission.  The  patients  at  Jackson  numbered  at  first  from  three 
to  four  thousand,  but  decreased  rapidly  until  the  first  of  July,  when 
there  were  less  than  two  hundred,  and  the  station  was  withdrawn. 
The  delegates  at  Jackson  were  assisted  in  the  hospital  by  several 
rebel  chaplains  who  worked  harmoniously  with  us.  They  were  not 
BO  rebellious  as  the  city  pastors.  About  one  thousand  soldiers  en- 
camped in  the  vicinity  of  Jackson  were  visited  by  the  delegates  lo- 
cated there.  In  the  meetings  held  in  the  hospital  chapel  there  was 
muchreligiotfs  interest.  It  was  a  strange  and  pleasant  sight  to  see 
the  Confederate  and  Union  warriors  mingle  there.  Strife  was  at 
an  end.  The  wounded  Confederate,  and  the  Union  soldier  who 
perhaps  had  inflicted  the  wounds,  united  in  worshipping  a  common 
Father,  mingling  their  prayers  that  the  God  of  peace  would  rule 
over  the  whole  land,  to  bind  it  in  one — a  nation  of  Christian  bre- 
thren. I^ touched  the  hearts  of  the  patients  to  have  "Yankees** 
treat  them  kindly,  and  when  they  became  satisfied  that  we  were 
moved  only  by  Christian  sympathy  in  doing  for  them,  the  spirit  of 
rebellion  gave  place  to  gratitude,  and  they  often  said  they  never 
would  have  fought  us  if  they  had  known  us. 

In  May  some  time  was  occupied  in  attending  to  the  fencing  of 
the  graves  of  Union  soldiers  who  had  died  in  the  Richmond  prisons; 
and  had  been  buried  at  Oakwood  Cemetery  and  upon  Belle  Isle ;  a 


136  UNITED   STATES   CHRISTIAN   COMMISSION. 

work  undertaken  at  the  request  of  General  Or4,  commanding  the 
department.  At  Oakwood,  three  large  tracts  of  land,  and  at  Belle 
Isle,  one,  were  provided  with  a  secure,  white-washed,  board-rail 
fence.  New  head-boards,  plainly  marked,  were  erected  over  the 
graves  of  those  who  could  be  identified. 

When  the  24th  Army  Corps  arrived  at  Richmond,  it  was  my 
purpose  to  locate  one  or  more  stations  among  the  camps.  But  the 
camp  grounds  were  so  widely  scattered,  as  to  forbid  such  a  dispo- 
sition of  the  small  delegate  force  at  my  disposal.  The  best  mode 
of  reaching  the  men  seemed  to  be  by  means  of  daily  visits  of  dele- 
gates from  the  city  in  the  light  wagon,  and  by  offering  the  regiments 
the  use  of  our  chapel  flies  and  Loan  Libraries.  A  large  number 
were  taken  and  did  most  excellent  service.  Each  Division  was  vi- 
sited twice  a  week,  and  on  the  Sabbath  every  delegate  who  could 
preach,  or  any  who  could  be  enlisted  for  the  service,  had  from 
three  to  five  appointments  for  services.        * 

The'  Corps  Hospital  was  located  at  Camp  Lee,  two  miles  west  of 
the  city.  At  the  request  of  Dr.  Allen,  surgeon  in  charge,  I  as- 
signed a  delegate  there  permanently,  who  acted  as  chaplain,  mess- 
ing with  the  medical  staff.  Dr.  Allen  said  he  would  sooner  be  de- 
prived of  the  services  of  one  of  his  surgeons,  than  lose  the  Christian 
Commission  delegate,  for  the  latter  was  of  more  value  to  the  hospi- 
tal. 

Stuart  Hospital  was  the  Post  Hospital.  It  was  visited  daily. 
Libby  Prison  and  Castle  Thunder  were  occupied  as  military  prisons; 
the  delegates  found  ready  admission  and  opportunity  for  doing 
good.  Our  office  was  central ;  our  large  reading  room  became  a 
military  exchange.  From  six  in  the  morning  till  nine  at  night,  the 
soldiers  frequented  it  to  read  and  write,  and  to  obtain  the  articles 
we  had  for  distribution.  Two  of  the  Christian  Commission,  and 
often  more,  found  constant  employment  in  waiting  upon  these  callers, 
and  in  religious  conversation  with  them,  proceeding  here  as  men- 
tioned in  winter  quarters.  For  a  time  we  held  evening  meetings  in 
the  Reading  Room,  but  they  were  discontinued.  Our  distance  from 
the  soldiers,  quartered  in  various  parts  of  the  city,  forbade  success 
in  the  way  of  meetings,  except  when  held  right  among  them,  as  was 
done  whenever  practicable.  I  think  I  never  knew  any  undertaking 
of  the  Christian  Commission  pay  better  than  this  Reading  Room. 

When  Gen.  Meade's  and  Gen.  Sherman's  armies  lay  in  Manches- 


twbiJty  fourth  army  corps.  137 

ter  (as  they  did  only  two  or  three  days,)  and  on  their  marching 
through  Richmond,  we  worked  hard  for  their' benefit.  Each  occa* 
sion  stripped  us  of  reading  and  stores.  Large  numbers  of  rebel 
soldiers,  discharged  from  Northern  prisons,  passed  through  Rich- 
mond  during  the  summer.  They  drew  largely  upon  us  for  reading 
and  writing  materials.  Early  in  the  summer,  regiments  began  to 
be  sent  from  the  vicinity  of  Richmond,  in  every  direction  into  the 
interior;  many  went  home,  so  that  by  the  middle  of  August  there 
were  only  about  5,000  soldiers  in  the  vicinity. 

It  becoming  necessary  for  me  to  return  North,  in  accordance  with 
directions  from  PJiiladelphia,  I  broke  up  the  station  in  Richmond^ 
August  17. 

In  leaving  the  work  of  the  Christian  Commission  I  felt  that  the 
fifteen  months  spent  in  its  service  were  jail  profit  to  me,  and  that 
its  work  upon  me  more  than  compensated  all  the  time  and  pains  I 
had  bestowed  upon  it.  I  know  that  God  stamped  the  Christian 
Commission  with  the  seal  of  his  approval  and  success :  that  thou, 
sands  among  the  living  and  among  the  dead  owe  their  experience 
of  a  Saviour's  love  to  the  presence  of  the  Christian  Commission  in 
the  armies  of  the  Union ;  that  many  thousands  acknowledged  with 
gratitude  the  comfort  and  consolation  of  body  and  of  mind  it  brought 
them  in  the  camp,  on  the  field  of  battle,  and  in  the  hospital ;  and 
that  no  History  of  the  Rebellion  will  be  complete  without  a  chapter 
recounting  the  doings  of  the  Christian  and  Sanitary  Commissions,  as 
evidences  of  the  Northern  Christian  benevolence  developed  by  the 
war. 

S.  E.  FiTZ, 
Agent  Cliristian  Com.j  24th  A.  C. 

The  above  report  of  Mr.  Fitz  is  of  work  in  a  single  corps — the 
24th.  We  regret  that  we  have  not  secured  reports  from  the  agents 
in  the  2d,  5th,  6th,  and  9th  corps. 

The  2d  corps  station  was  for  a  time  under  the  charge  of  Rev. 
Mr.  Emons,  and  afterwards  Rev.  R.  D.  Douglass.  The  5th  corps  sta- 
tion was  .on  the  extreme  left,  where  the  men  were  frequently  skir- 
mishing and  expecting  daily  to  be  called  into  battle.  The  meet- 
ings in  the  brigade  chapel-tents  and  at  our  tead-quarters  in  the 
corps  were  full,  very  interesting  and  sometimes  painfully  solemn. 

Rev.  George  S.  Chase,  agent  in  charge,  became  widely  known  in 
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the  corps  by  both  officers  and  men,  as  a  most  efficient  director  of 
our  afiairs  and  a  true  friend  of  the  soldier.  Rev.  Geo.  A.  Hall 
agent  in  the  6th  Corps  conducted  the  Commission  work  with  great 
success.  The  nightly  crowded  meetings  in  his  chapel  witnessed  such 
scenes  as  have  never  been  known  outside  of  Army  lines.  The  night 
before  a  fight  on  the  left,  the  question  was  put  to  a  most  solemn  as- 
sembly, "  How  many  of  you  that  are  seeking  Christ  are  ready  to  sur- 
render to  Him  now  ?"  In  answer  some  twelve  or  fifteen  came  forward 
and  knelt  by  the  front  seat,  among  them  an  interesting  youth.  An  old 
man  saw  him — darted  out  of  his  seat  and  pressing  his  way  through 
the  crowded  aisle — threw  his  arms  about  the  young  soldier,  sobbing, 
**My  son,  my  son.  He  was  lost  and  is  found."  Just  then  an  Ad- 
jutant from  Division  Head  Quarters,  apologising  for  his  intrusion, 

called  out.     "All  the  men  belonging  to Division  fall  in." 

They  were  to  march  in  the  darkness  of  night,  to  secure  a  position 
for  the  attack  at  daylight.  The  men  at  the  front  seat  arose,  fell 
on  each  other's  necks  and  wept.  Some  of  them  were  to  go.  The 
father  was  not  in  the  division  ordered  out.  His  boy  was.  The 
parting  was  tender  and  cheerful.  He  kissed  him  and  said,  "  Go 
now,  my  boy,  since  the  Lord  is  going  with  you."  There  were 
hurried  pledges  to  be  faithful,  and  then  they  took  hold  of  hands  all 
around  the  altar  and  sang,  "Say  brothers  will  you  meet  us  on 
Canaan's  happy  shore,"  and  hurried  to  their  quarters  to  make  ready 
to  fall  in.  Some  did  not  return  from  that  fight.  Two  were  brought 
into  City  Point  Hospital  badjy  wounded.  They  told  us  of  the 
meeting,  of  their  consecration,  of  their  fearlessness  in  the  fight,  and 
their  readiness  to  meet  death,  if  it  was  God's  will.  Others  came 
back  and  participated  in  a  few  more  meetings  in  the  chapel,  and 
joined  with  us  in  our  closing  Communion  service — the  last  meeting 
in  the  chapel,  and  the  last  meeting  in  the  corps  before  the  final 
movement  on  Richmond.  It  was  a  wonderful  service,  the  ordinance 
of  the  Lord's  Supper  under  marching  orders.  Officers,  soldiers,  and 
delegates,  all  united  hearts  and  said  parting  words.  Some  of  them, 
without  doubt,  would  next  drink  of  the  fruit  of  the  vine  new  in 
the  Father's  Kingdom.  None  expected  to  commune  together  again 
in  this  world ;  but  in  this  they  were  happily  disappointed.  When 
the  6th  Corps  had  finished  its  noble  record  of  marching  and  fight- 
ing and  came  to  rendezvous  back  of  Alexandria,  Mr.  Hall,  with 
his  "Station"  in  working  order,  and  his  chapel  flag  flying,  called 
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in  his  boys  once  more.  The  blessed  meetings  were  resumed  and  on 
the  last  Sabbath  before  mustering  out,  one  more  Communion  ser- 
vice was  held — ^memorial  of  Christ's  love..  It  was  the  place  and 
time  for  testimony  to  that  love  by  men  who  had  come  in  to  the  ser- 
vice as  His  disciples,  had  been  kept  true  and  were  returning  vete- 
rans in  that  service,  and  by  men  who  had  fallen  under  army  temp- 
tations and  had  been  rescued,  and  by  many  who  were  going  home 
after  a  three  year's  service  to  testify  for  the  first  time  to  their  family 
and  neighbors  of  the  power  of  a  Christian's  life. 

Mr.  Chase  followed  his  corps  from  Richmond,  and  put  out  his 
canvass  also  on  the  banks  of  the  Potomac,  and  by  a  free  distribution 
of  stores  to  the  needy,  and  a  nightly  series  of  meetings,  gave  a  very 
pleasant  close  to  his  successful  work  in  the  5th  Corps. 


Beport  of  Bev.  Oeorge  V.  Harden,  Agent  at  City  Point  Landing,  Ta. 

THB   PARISH, 

It  was  quite  large,  and  very  miscellaneous.  A  brigade  of  troops, 
perhaps  two  or  three  thousand,  a  regiment  of  engineers,  a  corps  of 
carpenters,  two  military  prisons  (abounding  with  deserters,  bounty 
jumpers,  stray,  suspected,  and  unruly  folk  generally,)  a  force  of 
two  or  three  hundred  bread-makers,  and  a  Post  Hodpital,  with  three 
smaller  ones,  containing  about  three  hundred  sick  men.  As  base 
of  supplies.  City  Point  had  its  Commissary  Depot  with  scores  of 
clerks,  a  large  working  force  of  colored  men,  variously  estimated  at 
from  one  to  two  thousand,  and  the  usual  crowd  of  army  followers. 
Here  was  received  and  distributed  the  material  of  war.  The  con- 
stant stream  of  recruits  pouring  from  the  North  during  the  spring 
months,  temporarily  lodged  and  fed  by  thousands  on  thousands  at 
the  Government  Barracks,  together  with  daily  squads  of  deserters 
from  the  rebel  lines,  constituted  the  floating  adjunct  of  '  our  Parish. 
For  ministering  to  the  sick,  for  preaching  the  gospel  in  the  camps, 
for  teaching  the  more  than  willing  colored  people,  for  assisting  in 
a  thousand  nameless  ways  the  soldiers  who  thronged  our  rooms,  for 
directing  and  helping  on  the  fathers,  brothers,  and  sometimes  mves 
who  came  to  carry  home  their  dead ;  in  fine,  for  doing  good  as  we 
had  opportunity  unto  all,  here  was  a  most  ample  field. 
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WHAT  WAS  ACCOMPLISHED. 

Statistics  can  but  coldly  and  imperfectly  set  it  forth.  During 
the  five  months  included  in  this  report,  eighteen  delegates,  of  whom 
nine  were  -ministers  of  the  gospel,  labored  at  this  station  on  an 
average  of  forty  days  each.  Meetings  were  held  in  the  chapel 
every  evening,  and  twice  on  the  Sabbath.  In  February  the  eve- 
ning meetings  were  but  thinly  attended,  except  on  the  Sabbath, 
when  the  tent  was  usually  well  filled.  After  a  new  and  commodious 
chapel,  located  near  the  camps,  was  built  late  in  the  spring,  the  at- 
tendance at  meetings  more  than  doubled,  and  considerable  religious 
interest  was  manifested.  There  was  no  extensive  revival  at  any 
time;  there  was  religious  interest  all  the  time.  Believers  were 
quickened,  back-sliders  were  reclaimed,  sinneYs  were  converted. 
Men  going  to  the  front,  and  others  going  home,  tarrying  for  a  night 
at  City  Point,  found  the  evening  meeting  and  bore  testimony  to 
the  preciousness  of  Christ,  or  said,  "  Pray  for  me.'*  A  confession 
of  faith  and  a  covenant,  suited  to  all  Christian  believers,  drawn  up 
by  Rev.  Brother  Woodend  of  Pennsylvania,  obtained  many  signa- 
tures, representing  many  denominations  and  many  States  of  the 
Union.  This  was  a  means  of  rallying  Christian  activity  and  pro- 
moting brotherly  love. 

On  one  of  those  days  of  profound  grief  that  followed  close  upon 
the  final  victories,  a  meeting  was  held  at  noonday,  in  unison  with 
thousands  of  loyal  churches.  The  occasion  gave  this  meeting  a 
solemnity  never  to  be  forgotten.  Interesting  and  impressive  ser- 
vices were  also  held  June  1st,  the  Day  of  National  Mourning  ap- 
pointed by  the  President. 

For  several  months  a  Sabbath  evening  meeting  was  held  at  the 
barracks  of  the  Construction  Corps.  The  men  welcomed  the  dele- 
gates^ and  listened  attentively  to  the  preaching.  One  delegate 
spent  the  Sabbath  in  holding  services  and  distributing  religious 
reading  on  board  the  gunboats,  where  he  was  received  with  a  cor- 
diality most  refreshing. 

The  military  prisoners  were  not  very  accessible,  as  it  was  pro- 
nounced inexpedient  to  admit  our  delegates  to  the  interior  of  the 
prison  pen,  but  it  was  permitted  to  send  in  a  bundle  of  religious 
papers  every  week.  It  was  evidently  a  wretched  place  from  which 
men  were  brought  to  the  hospital  with  feet  so  frozen  that  the  toes 
dropped  ofi"  leaving  bleeding  stumps.     It  was  a  wicked  place,  for 
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every  few  days  men  were  led  forth  to  the  gallows,  or  to  sit  on  their 
coffins  and  be  shot. 

I  have  regretted  that  we  did  not  respectfully  ins^t  on  having  freg 
access  to  the  needy  inmates  of  the  "Bull  Pen," — as  the  soldiers, 
with  more  fitness  than  elegance,  designated  the  prison. 

On  one  occasion  a  delegate  was  sent  for,  at  the  request  of  a  col- 
ored soldier  who  was  under  sentence  of  death.  The  man  was  in 
great  distress.  At  nine  o'clock  that  morning  he  had  received  the 
awful  news  that  he  was  to  be  shot  at  noon.  The  delegate  en- 
deavored to  point  the  wretched  man  to  the  Saviour,  and  left  him, 
an  hour  before  noon,  in  a  less  agonized  state  of  mind,  but  still  cry- 
ing to  God  to  have  mercy  on  his  poor  guilty  soul. 

Above  forty  thousand  religious  newspapers  were  distributed 
during  five  months.  Files  of  the  latest  were  sent  to  the  Lieutenant 
General,  to  officers  in  command  in  the  various  departments,  also  to 
every  camp,  to  the  shipping,  and  to  Fort  Powhattan,  Harrison's 
and  Wilson's  Landings.  Twenty-six  hundred  papers  were  sent  forth 
every  week,  and  more  dian  half  of  them  were  distributed  perso- 
nally by  the  delegates. 

A  library  of  three  hundred  volumes,  mostly  donated  by  friends 
of  the  soldier  in  Fall  River,  Mass.,  Bath,  Me.,  and  Dover,  N.  H., 
was  set  up,  and  the  books  went  about  doing  good. 

DISTRIBUTION   BARRACKS. 

For  reaching  the  thousands  of  troops  and  recruits,  sheltered  tem- 
porarily here,  the  Commission  enjoyed  for  several  weeks  excellent 
facilities.  Captain  Potter,  in  command  when  the  barracks  were 
built,  cordially  favoring  the  plan,  had  had  two  rooms,  partitioned  off 
in  one  end  of  one  of  the  long  buildings;  a  reading  and  writing  room 
famished  with  tables  and  benches,  and  a  room  for  delegates' 
lodging  and  the  deposit  of  a  few  stores. 

Here,  right  among  the  soldiers,  two  delegates,  sometimes  three, 
labored  most  diligently.  The  long  writing  tables  were  thronged  at 
all  hours,  day  and  evening ;  thousands  of  letters  were  written  every 
week.  The  writing  materials  were  furnished  by  the  Commission. 
Postage  stamps  were  sold,  and  the  letters  of  those  who  had  no  money 
were  stamped  without  charge.  Religious  reading  was  provided. 
Bibles,  Testaments,  hymn  and  other  books  fbr  the  knapsack  were 
given  to  those  who  asked  for  them.     Brief  meetings  were  held  twice 
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a  day  and  each  evening.  Hundreds  expressed  their  gratitude  for 
these  privileges.  The  outward  effect  was  that  the  men  were  more 
Quiet  and  orderly,  and  there  was  much  less  profanity,  card  playing, 
and  gambling.  The  delegates  were  working  diligently  for  the  phy- 
sical and  spiritual  good  of  the  soldiers  when  their  efforts  inside  the 
the  barracks  had  to  come  to  a  close.  But  the  door  was  not  quite 
shut  to  those  who  would  do  the  soldiers  good  and  not  evil.  It  was 
permitted  one  delegate  to  enter  the  enclosure  daily,  and  distribute 
reading  matter,  &;c.  Several  officers,  afterwards  in  charge  at  the 
barracks,  cordially  seconded  the  efforts  of  ^e  delegates,  and  as- 
sisted them  in  relieving  cases  of  suffering. 

The  Post  Hospital  was  filled  with  sick  from  the  camps  and  from 
the  prisons.  Here  was  a  great  variety  of  character — the  noble 
Christian  faith,  the  penitent  heart,  and  the  conscience  hardened  and 
seared.  Every  sixteen  hours  (  according  to  the  average  in  the  spring 
months)  one  was  carried  to  the  dead-house.  Here  was  a  field  for 
Christian  effort,  and  a  fruitful  one,  too.  From  my  own  rich  expe- 
rience at  this  hospital  during  my  first  month  as  delegate  at  City 
/Point,  I  judge  that  no  labor  of  the  Christian  Commission  was  better 
bestowed  than  Bere.  The  sick  were  ministered  unto,  in  both  tem- 
poral and  spiritual  things;  prayers  were  held  with  them;  the  gos- 
pel preached  from  cot  to  cot;  letters  written  for  those  who  were  too 
ill  to  write;  the  religious  paper  nearest  home  was  so  far  as  poissible 
supplied  to  each  patient.  That  there  were  conversions  to  God  there 
was  good  evidence. 

Army  movements  resulting  in  the  evacuation  of  Petersburg  and 
Richmond  added  several  new  features  to  our  work. 

HELPING  THE  REFUGEES. 

White  people — many  once  rich,  now  destitute — who  had  been 
pent  up  in  the  beleagured  cities  were  now  trying  to  make  their  way 
to  the  places  of  their  former  homes  or  to  find  new  ones.  Women 
with  their  little  children,  sometimes  whole  families  came.  We 
could  not  turn  them  away,  but  gave  them  lodging  and  food  for  a 
night.  "You  will  win  our  hearts  by  your  kindness,"  said  one  re- 
fined intelligent  woman  whose  feelings  had  been,  and  without  doubt 
were  still,  with  the  secession  that  had  destroyed  her  fortune. 

"I  am  grateful,  not  alone  for  the  shelter  given  us,  but  for  the 
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Cfhrtstian  Spirit  which  your  Commission  shows,"  added  her  inval. 
id  husband. 

HELPING   CONFEDERATE   PRISONERS. 

Eight  thousand  Rebel  prisoners  came  in  one  rainy  day,  and  a 
great  many  religious  newspapers  were  distributed  among  them,  and 
were  eagerly  and  thankfully  received. 

By  and  by,  the  fighting  done^  the  Army  began  to  move  home- 
ward. But  not  all.  The  Twenty-fifth  Army  Corps  was  starting 
for  T^xas.  To  alleviate  the  sickness  that  would  inevitably  occur  on 
the  crowded  transports  during  a  tedious  voyage,  boxes  of  sanitary 
stores  were  put  in  charge  of  Chaplains  and  surgeons  and  no  doubt 
relieved  and  prevented  much  sufiering. 

While  our  troops  were  going  victorious  to  the  Great  Review, 
there  was  a  constant  stream  of  released  rebel  prisoners  from  Point 
Lookout,  on  their  way  home.  Ragged,  faded,  penniless,  and  going 
to  poverty-stricken  homes,  some  sick  and  feeble,  wearily  dragging 
themselves  along,  tlieir  condition  was  pitiable  and  it  was  clearly  a 
work  of  Christian  charity  to  relieve  them.  As  far  as  possible  this 
was  done,  and  the  men  were  grateful.  These  were  the  rank  and 
file,  .sick  and  tired  of  the  unsuccessful  rebellion. 

Among  the  latest  offices  of  the  Christian  Commission  at  City 
Point  was  the  relief  of  some  of  the  last  of  the  sick.  A  final  clear- 
ing out  of  the  hospitals  (at  Point  of  Rocks)  sent  two  to  three  hun- 
dred convalescents  to  City  Point  and  while  awaiting  the  transport 
which  was  to  convey  them  north,  they  were  consigned  to  Distribu- 
tion Barracks.  On  two  mornings  in  succession,  a  cold  rain  storm 
prevailing,  thefle  men  were  sent  from  the  barracks  to  the  wharf, 
only  to  discover  that  the  transport  had  not  arrived,  and  to  straggle 
back  again  through  the  mud  and  rain,  to  the  cold  and  cheerless 
sheds,  and  to  lie  down  wet  at  night,  on  a  mud-matted  floor  with  a 
shingled  roof  twenty  feet  above  them  for  a  blanket.  Some  were  too 
feeble  and  exhausted  to  return  to  the  barracks.  To  take  them  into 
our  rooms,  administer  cordials  and  strengthening  food,  was  a  work 
of  manifest  necessity  and  mercy.  Seven  of  these  sick  men  begged 
the  privilege  ^f  lying  on  our  floor  over  the  night;  three  of  the  seven 
were  nearly  helpless,  and  one  was  dangerously  ill.  They  were  cared 
for,  and  in  the  morning  the  sickest  were  assisted  in  getting  to  the 
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boat.     They  went  away  full  of  benedictions,  —  "  God  bless  you  for 
your  deed." 

By  July  1st  the  troops  had  mainly  gone,  the  Corps  was  on  its 
way  to  Texas.  The  released  rebel  prisoners  were  scattering  to  their 
homes.  Only  two  or  three  Regiments  were  left  on  guard-duty  here. 
My  health  having  become  impaired  by  malarial  fever,  I  was  com- 
pelled to  leave  City  Point  and  return  north. 

Perhaps  I  cannot  better  close  my  report  than  with  the  following 
incident.  One  dark  and  cold  evening  in  March  we  had  no  meeting, 
but  heard  several  times  in  the  course  of  the» evening  the  voice  of 
singing  proceeding  apparently  from  the  Chapel  near  by.  On  the 
day  following,  a  soldier  informed  us  that  he  and  a  brother  soldier 
having  come  to  the  Chapel,  and  finding  no  meeting,  resolved  of  them- 
selves to  enter  and  have  a  season  of  prayer.  They  sang,  and  prayed. 
Meanwhile  an  unconverted  cavalryman  came  in  and  seated  himself. 
The  Holy  Spirit  flooded  his  heart  as  he  sat  there  in  the  dark  a  lis- 
tener to  these  two  Christians.  After  a  while  he  arose,  and  in  deep 
emotion  told  his  feelings,  and  asked  that  they  would  then  and  there 
pray  for  him.  The  three  knelt  in  earnest  prayer  for  the  blessing, 
and  on  the  following  evening  the  soldier  arose  and  testified  that  he 
had  sought  and  found  peace  in  believing. 

In  that  rude  chapel  tent  we  trust  many  precious  souls  have  come 
unto  Jesus,  and  from  it  many  a  veteran  Christian  has  gone  forth 
girded  afresh  to  work  and  fight  for  God. 

Geo.  N.  Mardbn, 

Agent  C.  (7.,  (Hty  Pointy  Va. 


Depot  Hoi^tal,  City  Point. 

It  is  a  cause  of  regret,  that  we  have  not  been  able  to  secure  a 
detailed  account  of  the  work  of  the  Commission  at  Depot  Hospital, 
City  Point.  In  the  emergencies  of  army  life,  one  agent  after  an- 
other, in  charge  of  this  station,  was  sent  to  other  posts  of  respon- 
sibility. 

The  station  had  a  four-fold  character.  It  was  headquarters  of 
the  Commission  in  the  armies,  operating  against  Richmond.  It 
was  the  station  at  which  the  largest  hospital  work  of  the  year,  was 
done.     It  was  the  station  from  which  an  important  religious  work 
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was  carried  on  among  the  troops  in  the  defenses  of  City  Point.  It 
was  the  headquarters  of  the  Individual  Belief  Department  of  the 
Commission. 

Mr.  Cole  has  described  the  construction  and  uses  of  the  different 
buildings  here  erected,  and  spoken  of  the  hospital  work  and  nightly 
meetings  in  the  chapel.  Those  meetings  rarely  failed  to  be  solemn 
and  impressive.  One  of  the  most  interesting  was  on  the  night  of 
the  arrival  of  Sheridan's  Cavalry. 

They  had  broken  camp  in  the  Valley  of  Shenandoah  some  weeks 
before,  had  '^  raided 'J  around  Richmond,  and  now  had  come  across 
from  White  House  Landing,  and  camped  three  miles  out  from  our 
chapel.  When  they  left  the  valley  they  came  from  revival  scenes, 
described  by  Mr.  Miller  in  his  report  of  the  work  in  the  Shenan- 
doah. Many  of  them  had  set  out  on  that  great  raid  with  a  new 
love  for  Christ  in  their  souls.  Others  were  still  seeking  the 
Saviour,  and  as  they  were  marching  past  City  Point  in  the  morn- 
ing to  take  their  place  on  the  left  for  the  advance  on  ^Petersburg, 
they  heard  a  bell  ring,  an  unusual  camp  sound,  and  when  they 
learned  that  it  was  a  call  to  worship  in  the  Christian  Commission 
chapel,  they  agreed  to  attend  that  night  if  they  camped  within 
five  miles  and  could  get  permission.  At  night-fall  there  came  dash- 
ing into  our  yard  a  company  of  cavalrymen.  They  crowded  into 
our  chapel,  already  full.  They  told  whp  they  were,  why  they  had 
come.  It  was  the  love  of  Christ  constraining  them.  Some  told  a 
convert's  four  weeks'  experience  of  religion  in  the  field;  others  of 
their  sense  of  guilt,  and  desire  to  be  saved.  They  had  come  to  ask 
us  to  pray  for  them.  Many  previous  meetings  had  we  seen  in  that 
chapel,  but  for  power  and  interest  and  .the  very  presence  of  God, 
this  Surpassed  them  all. 

Rev.  S.  S.  Ashley  had  charge  of  this  chapel  and  hospital  work, 
the  first  part  of  the  year,  until  he  was  assigned  to  the  charge  of 
the  station  at  Fortress  Monroe.  In  March,  Rev.  T.  K.  Noble  as- 
sumed the  charge,  and  remained  till  the  hospital  was  broken  up  by 
the  withdrawal  of  troops. 

Rev.  E.  Loomis  had  the  direction  of  the  work,  by  the  delegates, 
among  the  troops  in  the  d^enses.  It  consisted  mainly  in  distribu- 
tion 'of  reading,  providing  places  of  worship,  preaching,  and  holding 
prayer-meetings.  It  was  a  wide  and  laborious  field,  but  most  faith- 
fully worked  by  Mr.  Loomis.^    It  included  the  camp  of  dismounted 
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cavalry,  by  the  banks  of  the  river.  With  great  difficulty,  a  "sta- 
tion ' '  was  set  up  among  them,  and  a  chapel  erected.  The  cavalrymen 
were  shy  of  it  at  first,  but  were  gradually  drawn  in  till  it  became 
the  scene  of  some  of  our  most  wonderful  revival  meetings. 

Mr.  Loomi^'  work  among  the  colored  engineers  and  Quartermas- 
ter's men  was  very  satisfactory.    At  his  instigation,  the  Government 
erected  a  large  chapel  and  school-room,  and  hundreds  of  Freedmen, 
under  the  teachings  of  the  delegates  and  the  agents  at  City  Point, . 
learned  to  read  during  the  winter. 

The  Individual  Relief  Department,  under  the  direction  of  H.  C. 
Houghton,  was  organized  more  thoroughly  during  the  year,  in  the 
furtheranee  of  the  great  design  of  the  Commission  to  be  a  medium 
between  camp  and  home. 

It  was  the  business  of  this  Department,  to  gather  such  informa- 
tion as  would  give  satisfactory  answers  to  inquiries  by  friends  at 
home  respecting  the  soldiers,  for  whose  welfare  they  might  feel 
solicitous,  and  to  convey  unasked,  to  distant  friends,  early  news  of 
the  death  or  wounds  or  sickness  of  a  soldier,  and  to  transmit  by 
express,  the  effects,  or  any  mementoes  of  the  dead,  and  to  help  the 
soldier  in  sending  home  his  pay  and  surplus  baggage.  This  last 
item  grew  to  wondrous  dimensions  near  the  close  of  ,the  war. 
Whenever  the  troops  were  being  paid  off,  the  amounts  brought  into 
our  stations  varied  iromffty  thovsand  to  two  hundred  thousand 
dollars  per  day^  in  packages  from  fifteen  to  one  hundred  dollars, 
each.  And  when,  in  March,  the  regiments  were  ordered  to  strip  to 
light  marching  order,  the  overcoats  and  surplus  blankets  and  under 
clothing  of  the  winter  must  be  thrown  away  unless  it  could  be 
sent  home.  Adams  Express  Company  had  no  office  beyond  City 
Point.  The  private  had  no  way  of  getting  his  box  to  that  office.  The  - 
Christian  Commission  runs  a  gratuitous  express  line  from  the  front 
to  City  Point,  and  thousands  on  thousands  of  boxes  and  packages 
of  clothing  are  preserved  for  the  soldier's  use,  when  he  should  reach 
home.  Mr.  fl.  has  delivered  to  Adams  Express  Company  two  car 
loads  in  a  day.  Only  twice  in  all  the  insecurity  and  perils  of  re- 
ceiving and  carrying  money  among  the  camps,  have  we  suffered  loss 
of  a  few  hundred  dollars;  once  by  the  explosion  of  ammunition 
blowing  into  fragments  the  table  at  which  the  agent  was  recdving 
money,  and  once  by  robbery  among  bounty-jumpers.*    How  large 

,    *  In  both  thoM  osses,  the  soldiers'  families  suffered  no  loss. 
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a  portion  of  the  mUlions  of  money  eicpressed  home  by  the  Commis- 
sion, was  actually  saved  from  squandering,  can  be  estimated  only 
by  those  who  have  seen  how  easily  a  soldier  rids  himself  of  three 
months'  pay  if  he  attempts  to  carry  it  in  his  pocket. 

A  graphic  sketch,  by  Rev.  Wm.  A.  Lawrence,  of 

ONB  day's  work  in  sheridan's  cavalry, 
will  give  a  fair  view  of  this  free  express  business.     It  is  taken  from 
•a  letter,  dated  Headquarters  Christian  Commission,  City  Point, 
Virginia,  March  80th,  1865 : 

"  As^we  came  down  from  Hatcher's  Run,  two  days  ago,  we  met 
Sheridan's  Cavalry  just  in  from  the  White  House,  filing  off  to  the 
left  of  our  line.  On  reaching  City  Point,  I  found  a  plan  was  on 
foot  to  pay  these  flying  soldiers  a  flying  visit,  and  in  two  hours 
brothers  Loomis,  Carpenter,  Roberts,  French  and  myself,  were 
moving  out  with  a  four-horse  wagon  load  of  supplies.  We  came 
upon  Sheridan's  men  at  ten  the  next  morning,  encamped  for  the 
day,  three  miles  north  of  Hatcher's  Run.  We  soon  had  our  wagon 
^ in  position'  and  opened  upon  them  with  a  brisk  fire  of  testa;- 
ments,  hymn-books,  papers,  writing-paper,  needles,  thread,  &;c., 
till  we  had  pretty  effectually  silenced  Calls  in  that  direction.  A 
1)oz  of  Adams'  Express  envelopes  packed  among  our  stores,  proved 
a  special  providence,  for  the  Paymasters  came  in  to  camp  that 
morning  and  commenced  paying  off  the  regiments. 

"  We  gave  out  word  at  once  that  we  would  express  it  home  for 
them  as  soon  as  we  could  pitch  our  tent  and  get  things  in  readi- 
ness. We  selected  a  central  spot  near  General  Merritt's  head- 
quarters, floated  the  blue  C.  C.  flag,  cooked  our  own  dinner  in  the 
old  Atlanta  campaign  style,  deployed  brothers  French,  Page  and 
Hamilton  (who  come  up  as  reinforcements)  as  skirmishers  among  the 
camp,  pitched  our  tent,  posted  brother  Roberts  outside  with  the 
reading  matter,  stationery,  &;ci,  as  a  sort  of  "advance  picket," 
while  Loomis,  Carpenter  and  I  took  up  a  strong  position  behind  a 
breastwork  of  boxes  at  the  entrance  of  the  tent,  and  prepared  to 
receive  the  *enemy* — the  love  of  which  is  the  root  of  all  evil — 
in  a  becoming  manner. 

"  The  boys  were  ready  with  their  money  as  soon  as  we  were  ready 
to  receive  it,  and  all  three  fell  hard  at  work.  Carpenter,  veteran 
C.  C.  cashier  and  expressman,  was  in  his  glory.  Seated  on  a  box 
of  farina  with  an  empty  dry  goods  box  for  a  desk,  and  a  broken 
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blackberry  cordial  bottle  for  an  inkstand,  his  coat  off,  and  taking 
money  and  names,  giving  Testaments  and  answering  questions,  his 
face  radiant  with  b^neyolence  and  fun, — ^you  should  have  seen  and 
heard  him — "Who's  the  next  man  that  wants  to  send  his  money  home?*  * 
"John  Monoye."  "How  d'ye  spell  it?"  "J^h-n"— "No!  I  know 
how  to  spell  John — the  Icai  name" — "Yes  my  friend  I  hope  that 
book  will  be  your  constant  companion" — "Write  to  U.  S.  Chris- 
tian Commission,  City  Point,  for  your  receipt  if  the  money  don't 
go  right."  "Who's  the  next  man?  A  bundle  to  send  home — 
Loomis,  that's  in  your  department.  Don't  hurry  boys,  we  shall  be 
here  all  night  if  you  don't  crowd  us  to  death  Uefore/'  "One 
hundred  dollars."  "Mrs.  or  Miss?"  "All  right."  ."Writing 
paper?  That  man  outside  will  give  it  to  you."  "Yes,  get  a 
permit  from  your  company  commander  and  Mr.  Loomis  there  will 
s^ad  it  for  you."  "  You're  very  welcome,  sir,  your  wife  will  be  glad 
to  get  the  money,  no  doubt."  "Christian  Kempfer?  I  hope  you 
are  a  Christian  indeed.  How  is  that?"  "How  much  did  you 
say?"  and  so  on  till  at  eleven  at  night,  when  we  closed  the  tent, 
we  had  received  two  hundred  and  fifty-seven  packages  of  money 
containing  in  all  over  twenty-two  thousand  dollars.  We  wrote 
out  invoices  till  one,  then  put  the  money  under  our  heads  for  a 
pilloyv^  and  slept  soundly  till  daylight  when  we  were  roused  up,  and 
without  time  to  make  so  simple  a  toilet  as,  to  put  on  our  coats, 
commenced  expressing  money  again  in  the  greatest  haste. 

"  The  whole  command  were  ordered  to  move  at  an  early  hour  and 
this  was  the  last  chance  the  poor  fellows  might  ever  have  to  send 
their  well-earned  money  to  old  father  or  wife  or  children.  At  nine 
o'clock  we  had  expressed  their  hundred  and  sixty-nine  packages, 
containing  over  thirty  thousand  dollars. 

"Then  came  the  bugle  order  "prepare  to  march,"  "mount,"  and 
in  a  few  minutes  all  around  us  was  as  silent  as  a  prairie.  The 
whole  command  had  vanished  and  our  short  work  was  done. 

"We  had  been  among  them  only  twenty-four  hours  but  it  seemed 
like  a*  year's  work  of  common  life  so  crowded  were  the  hours  with 
opportunities  to  serve  these  dear  fellows  that  we  can  reach  but 
seldom  at  the  best.  The  pleasantest  part  of  it  all  was,  the  faith 
the  men  had  in  us  as  members  of  the  Commission.  They  handed 
over  their  money  to  us  without  asking  a  question  or  taking  any 
kind  of  a  receipt.     We  were  Christian  Commission  and  they  were 
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all  right,  and  in  this  confidence  was  their  strongest  security  aft^ 
all;  for  I  would  work  my  finger  to  the  bone  sooner  than  by  any 
fault  of  mine  such  men  should  lose  and  such  trust  be  betrayed.  God 
grant  that  in  due  time  the  name  of  Christian  may  mean  always, 
"not  slothful  in  business,**  as  well  as  "fervent  in  spirit,** — ^may 
mean  all  that  is  noble  and  lovely  and  trustworthy — and  thanks  be 
to  Him  if  the  Commission  can  do  anything  toward  bringing 
back  to  Christ  once  more  the'blessed  name  of  Christian.** 

A  few  days  after  the  above  letter  was  written,  while  the  battle 
of  Five  Forks  was  raging,  one  of  Sheridan's  men  galloping  past  a 
delegate  caught  sight  of  the  badge,  reined  up,  fumbled  under  his 
blouse,  drew  out  a  roll  of  bank  bills  and  turning  it  into  the  dele- 
gate's hand,  said,  "Send  this  to  my  sister,  Sarah  J ,  she  lives 

in ."  Before  the  delegate  could  ask  the  name  and  regi- 
ment of  the  unknown  cavalryman  he  had  taken  his  place  in  the 
line  ready  for  action.  The  money  was  sent,  and  we  trust  the  brave 
man  came  out  of  the  fight  to  confirm  at  home  his  confidence  in  the 
badge  of  the  Christian  Commission. 


Fortress  Honroe,  Tirginia. 

This  veteran  ComnUssion  station  continued  to  do  its  work  unto 
the  end.  Rev.  W.  L.  Lisdale,  agent  in  charge,  by  his  faithfulness 
and  unremitted  toil,  his  zeal  and  love  for  soldiers,  made  it  a  con- 
tinued power  for  good.  Very  many  of  our  delegates  going  to  the 
front  here  first  entered  army  lines  and  received  from  Mr.  T.  their 
initiation  to  camp  fare  and  lodging.  The  cheerful  Christian  hospi- 
tality of  that  canvas-covered  cabin  with  its  morning  and  evening 
altar  worship  fully  supplied  the  lack  of  spring-mattresses  and 
sumptuous  living. 

Hampton  and  Chesapeake  hospitals  kept  full  of  sick  and  wounded, 
afforded  a  large  field  for  delegate  labor  and  distribution  of  stores. 
Our  sign  was  an  invitation  gladly  accepted  by  thousands  of  soldiers 
passing  through  to  the  front,  to  come  in  and  get  something  to  read^  or 
make  known  some  want  hard  to  bear,  though  small  in  itself,  and 
easily  relieved  from  our  stores. 
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Department  Military  Diviiioii*  Xiiiiiiippi,  Head-ttnarten  Vathville, 
Tenneisee.    T.  B.  BwiBg>  Beq.  General  Field  Agent 
This  report  gives  in  outline  an  account  of  Christian  Commission 
operations  fi;om  January  first  to  August  first,  1865. 

NASHVILLE, 

The  base  of  military  operations  in  this  department  naturally  be- 
came the  base  of  the  Commission.  Here  all  delegates  reported  for 
duty,  and  were  assigned  their  respective  fields  of  labor  in  the  de- 
partment. At  this  point  all  stores  were  received  from  the  Central 
and  Branch  Offices  of  the  Commission,  and  distributed  among  the 
troops  or  forwarded  to  other  stations.  Here  the  great  amount  of  gov- 
vemment  business  transacted,  and  the  large  number  of  troops  con- 
tinually in  and  around  this  city,  made  it  the  most  important  station 
in  the  department.  Deacon  Charles  Crosby  was  agent  in  charge, 
and  too  much  praise  cannot  be  given  Deacon  Crosby,  for  the 
energy  and  judiciousness  with  which  he  discharged  the  very  ar- 
duous and  responsible  duties  of  agent  in  charge.  The  number  of 
government  employees  and  hospital  patients  and  soldiers  in  camp 
and  barracks  did  not  average  less  than  thirty  thousand.  There 
were  fewer  difficulties  in  bringing  relief  to  the  soldiers  at  this  than 
at  most  other  stations.  The  goverliment  furnished  us  with  free 
transportation  and  rent,  including  an  elegant  and  commodious  man- 
sion (][uite  well  furnished  and  ample  store-rooms  and  suitable  read- 
ing and  writing-rooms  in  most  desirable  locations;  efforts  to  sup- 
ply the  physical  wants  of  the  soldiers  were  limited  only  by  the 
amount  of  stores  on  hand.  The  advancement  of  the  spiritual  in- 
terests of  the  soldiers,  was  the  prime  object  of  the  Commission :  there 
were  at  this  station  special  hinderances.  It  is  difficult,  without  ac- 
tual observation,  to  appreciate  the  fearfully  demoralizing  influences 
brought  to  bear  on  the  soldiers  by  a  corrupt  city,  where  every  un- 
holy influence  of  gambling-hells,  and  doggeries,  and  dens  of  prosti- 
tution, is  let  loose  on  men  away  from  home  and  tempted  by  the 
ennui  of  camp.  The  Commission  by  its  delegates  and  stores,  did 
its  utmost  to  counteract  these  destroying  agencies.  It  made  itself 
as  far  as  possible  the  chain  to  connect  the  soldier  with  his  home. 
By  all  available  and  proper  influences,  it  sought  to  restrain,  and 
bring  these  endangered  men  to  Jesus.  Daily  prayer-meetings 
were  maintained  in  the  basement  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  in  several 
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hospitals,  in  what  was  called  the  '^Zollicoffer  Barracks/'  and  in 
the  ^^Lake  Forest  ^Tabernacle  "  in  Edgefield,  donated  by  Mr.  Lynd. 
These  meetings  were  well  attended  and  under  God  were  the  means 
of  comforting  His  children,  restoring  back-sliders  and  converting 
sinners.  ^Much  good  was  accomplished  by  organizing  Christians 
into  bands  of  brotherhood,  by  which  they  were  brought  together, 
strengthened  and  encouraged  in  the  faith.  The  number  of  reli- 
gious services  varied  with  the  ever  fluctuating  force  of  delegates: 
sometimes  as  many  as  forty  were  held  on  a  single  Sabbath. 

The  various  bodies  of  troops  were  isolated  from  each  other  more 
at  this  post  than  at  most  others.  This  may  partially  account  for 
the  fact,  that  at  no  time  was  there  marked  general  religious  interest. 
It  is  with  gratitude  however  that  we  record  that  never  was  there 
a  total  absence  of  special  interest.  Sometimes  in  the  barracks,  or 
in  one  or  more  hospitals  or  regiments,  but  always  somewhere  the 
work  was  encouraging:  the  Spirit  of  God  was  present  and  we  re- 
joiced in  seeing  souls  brought  to  Christ.  In  the  main  the  delegates 
whp  labored  here  were  instant  in  season  and  out  of  season,  in  their 
endeavors  to  alleviate  the  sufferings  of  the  sick  Und  wounded,  and 
to  lead  all  to  enlist  under  the  banner  of  King  Immanuel.  We  can- 
not give  them  the  personal  mention  they  deserve,  but  without  any 
seeming  invidious  distinction,  ^lention  may  be  made  of  Rev.  M.  C. 
Meech,  and  his  labors.  Himself  constantly  exposed  to  the  disease 
for  three  months,  from  ten  to  twelve  hours  a  day  he  visited  desolate 
men  in  those  pest  wards.  The  disease  seemed  to  be  disarmed  upon 
him  by  his  devotion  to  its  victims.  No  nurse,  hardly  a  brother, 
could  have  been  found  so  tireless  and  tender  to  these  forlorn  men. 
Great  were  his  toils  and  privations,  but  greater  his  reward.  Nearly 
one  hundred  by  him  were  led  to  embrace  the  Saviour.  I  cannot 
close  this  brief  notice  of  our  work  at  Nashville,  without  referring  to 
the  labors  of  Mrs.  E.  P.  Smith,  who  most  efficiently  superintended 
the  diet-kitchens  of  the  department,  made  our  quarters  in  Nashville 
a  real  home  to  all  connected  with  oxir  work;  carried  delicacies  to 
the  very  sick  or  badly  wounded,  and  distributed  reading,  and  talked 
of  Christ  to  her  "boys  in  blue,"  as  she  called  them,  wherever  she 
found  them.  Her  presence  and  attentions,  brought  a  bright  ray  of 
home  light  to  many  a  boy  that  never  would  see  more  of  home  in 
this  world,  and  the  earnest  question  from  hospital  cot  and  groups  of 
men  gathered  about  her  ambulance  in  the  camps,  "When  will  you 
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oome  again?"  will  remain  irith  her  a  more  affecting  and  valued 
tribute  than  any  that  can  be  written. 

CHATTANOOGA  STATION 

Was  next  in  importance.  It  was  surrounded  by  a  large  number  of 
troops,  and  was  to  the  Commission,  as  to  the  army,  the  seconding 
base  to  Enoxville  and  Dalton,  and  other  points  in  East  Tennessee 
and  Northern  Georgia.  Rev.  H.  M.  Holmes  was  agent  in  charge 
until  assigned  to  the  Fourth  corps,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  Rev. 
T.  S.  Stivers.  The  great  success  attending  the  efforts  of  both  these 
agents  is  the  best  evidence  of  their  admirable  fitness  for  this  highly 
important  trust.  Meetings  have  been  held  at  this  post  every  night 
with  scarce  an  interruption  since  the  battle  of  Ghickamauga.  The 
troops  were  gathered  so  closely  round  the  town,  as  to  be  easily  sum- 
moned by  our  chapel  bell  from  almost  every  part  of  the  line  of  de- 
fences. Chattanooga  was  a  purely  military  post,  and  offered  far 
less  degrading  influences  than  Nashville.  Nearly  all  the  citizens 
had  fled,  or  were  sent  away,  a  process  that,  wherever  adopted,  never 
fails  to  purify  the  moral  atmosphere  of  a  captured  rebel  city.  For 
two  years  a  soldiers'  Christian  League  has  been  in  most  successful 
operation.  During  the  series  of  meetings  held  here,  the  quicken- 
ing influences  of  the  Holy  Spirit  h^ve  come  down  upon  thousands 
of  sinful  souls,  bringing  very  many  men  back  into  Christ's  kingdom. 
Surrounding  circumstances  were  favorable,  but  to  6od*s  blessing  on 
the  prayers  of  delegates  and  soldiers  and  chaplains,  memb^*s  of  the 
Christian  League  who  believed  and  loved  and  worked  together, 
are  these  happy  results  of  religious  effort  at  Chattanooga  altogether 
due. 

TALLAHOMA 

was  the  place  of  rendezvous  for  the  one  year  troops.  From  ten  to 
fifteen  thousand  were  in  this  camp  of  instruction  under  Major 
General  Milroy.  Liexperienced  troops  are  always  more  needy  than 
veterans.  A  great  deal  of  sickness  prevailed,  and  the  list  of  mor- 
tality was  heavy.  Delegates  found  the  chaplains,  surgeons  and  all 
military  officers  most  hearty  in  their  co-operation  for  the  relief  of 
the  suffering.  General  Milroy  gave  us  a  cordial  welcome  and  every 
facility  in  his  power.  At  his  request  delegates  held  services  at  his 
head-quarters  every  Sabbath. 
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KNOXVILLB 

Station  was  nnfortunate  in  not  having  a  regular  competent  agent 
daring  January  and  February,  but  under  the  administration  of  that 
indefatigable  Christian  worker  Rev.  M.  M.  Longley,  assisted  by 
faithful  delegates,  it  regained  its  former  reputation  as  an  agency 
of  relief  and  of  spiritual  help  to  the  soldiers  in  Knoxville  and 
Vicinity. 

BKIDGEPOKT,  ALABAMA. 

Sergeant  H.  Glough,  a  detailed  soldier  who  had  charge  of  this 
station  the  previous  year,  on  being  mustered  out  at  the  expira- 
tion of  his  three  years'  service,  found  employment  as  a  citizen  at 
Bridgeport.  In  his  love  for  the  work  and  his  comrades,  the  ser- 
geant continued  his  labor  for  the  Commission  without  charge  for  his 
services.  Through  his  exertions  a  neat  comfortable  chapel  was 
erected,  with  no  expense  except  for  the  canvas  roof. .  Mrs.  Clough 
did  a  good  work  for  the  men  in  hospital,  and  made  the  Christian 
Commission  quarters  at  Bridgeport  a  pleasant  home  for  the  dele- 
gates. About  three  thousand  soldiers  and  sailors  were  within  the 
reach  of  this  station. 

The  station  at  BuntsviUey  Alabama,  was  also  in  charge  of  a  de- 
tailed soldier,  Isaac  W.  Coffin  of  the  18th  Michigan.  The  reading 
and  writing  rooms  were  second  in  size  and  accomodations  only  to 
those  at  Nashville. 

Stations  without  permanent  agents  were  kept  up  at  MurfreeS' 
boro\  Columbia^  OreenviUey  Tenn.,  and  at  Dalton^  Ga.  These  were 
were  well  managed  by  delegates,  and  every  where  were  of  great  ad- 
vantage to  the  soldiers.  Their  appreciation  was  shown  by  their 
numerous  unsolicited  contributions.  On  one  occasion  two  privates 
contributed  twenty  dollars  each.  The  delegates  consented  to  re- 
ceive these  offerings  only  when  they  saw  that  their  refusal  would 
grieve  the  brave  and  grateful  boys,  who  insisted  on  their  privilege 
to  contribute  with  their  friends  at  home  for  the  support  of  the  Com- 
mission. At  all  our  stations  such  contributions  were  of  daily  oc- 
currence— ^generally  from  the  privates — not  often  so  large  as  twenty 
dollars,  but  very  often  given  at  a  sacrifice  of  personal  comfort,  and 
always  with  most  grateful  acknowledgement  of  what  the  Commission 
was. doing  for  them  and  their  comrades.  * 

The  work  in  the  cavalry  corps  was  under  the  superintendence  of 
Bev.  C.  6.  Armstrong,  Chaplain  4th  Michigan  Cavalry,  who  acted 
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as  agent  for  the  Commission  while  the  corps  lay  at  Eastport,  Mis- 
sissippi, preparing  for  the  famous  raid  under  General  Wibon,  and 
also  at  Edgefield,  Tenn.,  after  its  return.  With  chapel  tents, 
stores  and  a  few  delegates,  he  accomplished  much  for  the  other 
regiments  of  the  corps  during  these  seasons  of  rest,  without  neglect- 
ing his  own.  For  obvious  reasons  the  Commission  could  seldom  do 
any  thing  for  the  cavalry  in  an  active  campaign.  The  chaplain 
was  absent  on  **  twenty  days  leave  "  when  the  corps  started  on  the 
raid,  and  finding  it  impossible  soon  to  rejoii;!  his  command,  he  re- 
ceived a  detail  to  United  States  Christian  Commission,  and  went  in 
charge  of  stores  shipped  to  the  16th  Corps,  reaching  it  at  Montgomery. 
Returning  to  Nashville  he  met  with  his  regiment,  and  agiun  set  up. 
a  Christian  Commission  station  in  the  cavalry  rendezvous  at  Edge- 
field, where,  with  chapel  tents  and  stores  for  distribution,  he 
preached  and  labored  most  efficiently  and  successfully.  By  this 
connection  with  the  Commission  Chaplain  Armstrong  was  able  to 
accomplish  a  vast  amount  for  other  regiments,  and  at  the  same  time 
do  more  for  his  own  regiment  than  most  chaplains  with  ordinary 
facilities. 

FOURTH  ARMY  CORPS. 

The  commencement  of  1865  found  this  corps  still  in  pursuit  of 
Hood's  command.  Turning  from  this  pursuit  it  marched  to  Hunts- 
ville,  Ala.,  in  February,  and  remained  until  the  middle  of  March. 
Having  suffered  greatly  from  lack  of  suitable  food  and  clothing  on 
the  march,  the  post  and  various  field  hospitals  were  soon  filled  and 
hospital  delicacies  were  in  urgent  demand.  Our  rooms  were 
opened  about  the  middle  of  January,  and  calls  for  supplies 
were  unusually  pressing,  from  the  fact  that  no  other  organization 
for  the  relief  of  soldiers  had  an  agency  in  the  corps.  The  Com- 
mission could  only  attempt  relieving  the  wants  of  the  most  needy. 
Our  large  supply  of  stores  was  altogether  inadequate.  The  force 
of  delegates  was  also  much  smaller  than  the  exigencies  required,  but 
the  faithful  efforts  of  the  little  band  told  powerfully  for  good.  We 
furnished  the  corps  with  nine  chapel  roofs,  and  under  these  and 
in  the  Cumberland  Church  of  Huntsville,  religious  services  were 
held  by  the  delegates  and  chaplains.  The  chaplains  of  this  corps, 
with  but  few  exceptions,  were  very  diligent  and  faithful — the  right 
men  in  the  right  places.  They  and  the  delegates  improved  this 
season  of  rest  to  the  troops.     The  supply  of  delegates  by  no  means 
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equalled  the  demand  for  this  iLaryest  time ;  and  I  cannot  restrain  the 
conviction  that  the  day  of  results,  showing  hoy  white  was  this  field 
for  the  reaper,  will  cause  regret  to  the  churches  and  their  pastors? 
who  did  not  heed  the  urgent  entreaty  that  went  forth  from  every 
part  of  this  corps,  "  Come  and  teach  us  the  ,way  of  life."  How 
anxious  these  men  were  to  hear  the  Word.'  How  many  did  hear 
unto  eternal  life.  How  many  more  might  have  heard  if  the  preach- 
ers had  been  sent!  In  the  latter  part  of  February,  Rev.  H.  M. 
.  Holmes  was  assigned  to  this  corps,  and  continued  as  corps  agent 
until  June,  when  the  corps  left  the  department  for  Texas.  In 
March  the  corps  was  ordered  into  East  Tennessee  to  intercept  the 
retreat  of  Lee  from  Richmond.  From  the  terminus  of  the  railroad 
beyond  Knoxville  the  corps  marched,  stopping  at  BulFs  Gap  one 
week,  and  other  points  for  shorter  periods.  Wherever  a  halt  was 
made,  meetings  were  held  at  once,  and  with  good  results.  Finally, 
Greenville  was  reached,  and  there  was' fair  prospect  of  remaining  in 
camp  for  a  considerable  time.  A  building  was  immediately  secured, 
rooms  opened,  writing  tables  set  up,  and  soon  surrounded  with  sol- 
diers writing  home.  Two  churches  each  night  were  well  filled  with 
hearty  worshippers.  Chaplains  and  delegates  united  in  the  work. 
It  went  gloriously  on,  though  the  exciting  news  of  Lee's  surrender, 
and  the  talk  of  "mustering  out,'*  distracted  somewhat  from  religious 
thought.  Then,  even  while  the  air  was  yet  vibrating  with  the  sol- 
diers* jubilant  shouts,  and  the  echoes  of  the  cannon,  the  telegraph 
announced  the  assassination  of  the  Presideut !  No  pen  or  tongue 
can  adequately  describe  the  wild  grief  and  rage  of  the  soldiers. 
Their  expressions  were  as  varied  as  their  characters,  and  taken 
together  constituted  a  more  eloquent  and  suggestive  tribute  to 
our  fallen  chief  than  stately  oration  can  pronounce.  Major  Gene^ 
ral  Stanley  and  stafi*  and  as  many  other  officers  and  soldiers  as 
could  get  in  the  church  attended  religious  services  appropriate 
to  the  occasion.  The  pious  soldiers  poured  out  their  common  grief 
in  the  ear  of  our  Qeavenly  Father. 

While  the  troops  were  lying  at  Greenville  many  cases  of  scurvy 
appeared.  Pickles  and  other  anti-scorbutics  were  loudly  called  for. 
The  swollen  streams  had  carried  oflF  the  bridges,  and  the  "dirt 
roads'*  were  otherwise  in  their  worst  winter  condition;  but  the 
Quarter  master  furnished  wagons,  and  Mr.  Holmes  pushing  through 
his  supplies  was  more  than  repaid  by  the  grateful  acknowledgments 
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of  suffering  men.  No  one  can  know  the  worth  of  a  pickled  cu- 
cumber till  he  has  i^een  it  devoured  by  a  soldier  who  has  marched 
for  weeks  on  hard-tack  and  pork.  With  the  first  train  that  for 
more  than  a  year  had  entered  the  town,  through  the  favor  of  the 
Chief  Engineer  of  the  Construction  Corps,  a  car  laden  with  Chris- 
tian Commission  stores  was  brought  in«  Just  as  we  were  ready  to  re- 
peat this  supply,  the  corps  moved  back  by  rail  to  Nashville,  and  went  . 
into  camp  by  Divisions  about  five  miles  from  the  city.  The  1st  on 
the  Charlotte,  the  2nd  on  the  Harding,  and  the  3rd  on  the  Murfrees^ 
boro  Pike.  This  proximity  to  the  base  of  supply  gave  an  unwonted 
opportunity  for  carrying  on  our  work  with  vigor  and  success.  A  sta- 
tion was  established  near  the  centre  of  each  Division,  and  three  dele- 
gates assigned  to  each  station.  Each  delegate  ministered  to  all  the 
regiments  of  a  Brigade  that  were  destitute  of  chaplains,  some  to  five, 
none  to  less  than  three.  Every  night  services  were  held  in  the  chapel 
at  each  station,  and  the  delegates  preached  as  frequently  as  they 
were  able  during  the  day  in  regiipents.  More  chapel  roofs  were 
furnished  this  corps,  and  under  these  and  in  the  open  air  the  dele- 
gates and  chaplains  proclaimed  the  messages  of  salvation.  Never 
was  a  wider  door  opened,  and  seldom  has  a  golden  opportunity  been  * 
more  heartily  embraced.  The  beautiful  groves  where  our  soldiers 
were  encamped  were  resonant  with  the  praises  of  our  God.  These 
labors  were  greatly  blessed  in  the  reviving  of  Christians,  and  in  the 
convincing  and  converting  of  sinners.  But  there  arye  always  hin- 
drances to  everything  good;  the  chief  one  here  was  the  excitement 
in  regard  to  going  to  Texas.  Many  were  extremely  opposed  to  go- 
ing so  far  from  home  after  the  war  had  ceased.  Some  were  almost 
mutinous,  but  no  serious  cotbreak  occurred.  Unquestionably,  the 
religious  services  throughout  the  corps  did  very  much  to  calm  angry 
minds  and  dispose  the  troops  to  obedience. 

The  favorable  influence  of  the  Commission  was  felt  and  acknow. 
lodged  by  officers  and  soldiers.  *  Said  a  captain  to  a  delegate:  '^  You 
do  not  see  the  result  of  yoilr  labor  and  preaching  as  we  do.  It 
reaches  every  part  of  our  Division ;  card-playing,  swearing  and  theft 
have  perceptibly  decreased. ' '  Said  a  soldier :  "  My  comrades,  most  of 
you  know  me  well  and  will  think  it  strange  to  hear  me  speak  in  such  a 
meeting  as  this,  I  never  did  such  a  thing  before.  You  know  me  as 
the  most  profane  man  in  our  regiment.  I  have  denied  the  existence 
of  Gt>d  and  scorned  religion.     When  you  saw  the  light  in  my  tent 
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late  at  night,  and  supposed  I  was  writing  the  history  of  our  regi- 
ment, I  was  carousing.  I  ask  your  forgiveness.  I  now  am  con- 
vinced there  is  a  God,  and  ask  his  forgiveness.  Do  try  and  forget  all 
I  have  said  and  done.  By  God*8  help  I  will  be  a  Christian.  Pray 
for  me."  A  German  Catholic  came  into  the  meeting  and  the  Spirit 
of  God  changed  his  heart.  He  proved  to  be  a  live  Christian.  He 
read  and  translated  tracts  and  papers  to /his  comrades,  and  distribu- 
ted the  Scriptures  among  them,  refuting  objections  and  urging  the 
claims  of  the  gospel  upon  them.  He  said:  "I  was  not  satisfied 
before.  I  thought  I  could  not  get  my  sins  pardoned  without  going 
to  Chicago.  I  came  in  here,  was  convinced  and  converted,  and 
now  I  can  kneel  down  anywhere  and  God  forgives  my  sins.  I  can 
can  tall?  right  to  Jesus.  0  how  diflFerehtly  I  feel !  "  and  his  counte- 
nance testified  to  the  joy  that  was  in  his  heart.  No  class  of  ihen 
in  the  army  more  highly  appreciate  our  work  than  the  faithful 
chaplains.  Many  regarded  it  as  necessary  to  the  accomplishment 
of  their  own.  Had  the  Christian  Commission  done  nothing  beyond 
provoking  these  brethren  to  love  and  good  works,  aiding  them  with 
reading  and  stores,  and  strengthening  their  hands  and  encouraging 
their'  hearts,  as  it  has  done,  these  results  alone  would  have  been 
worth  all  it  has  cost  to  maintain  the  Commission.  Communion  ser- 
vices weVe  held  in  each  Division.  Hundreds  gladly  embraced  the 
precious  privilege  of  commemorating  the  Saviour's  dying  love.  It 
was  touching  to  notice  strong  men,  heroes  of  a  score  of  battles, 
weeping  like  <5hildren  as  they  heard  and  obeyed  the  command, /'Do 
this  in  remembrance  of  me."  Our  delightful  work  in  this  corps 
ended  with  its  departure  for  Texas. 

SIXTEENTH  AND  TWENTY-THIRD  ARMY  CORPS. 

Rev.  Hugh  McLeod,  a  model  corps  agent,  was  with  the  Twenty- 
third  Corps,  when  General  Thomas  drove  the  remnant  of  the  com- 
pletely shattered  and  demoralized  rebel  army,  across  the  Tennessee 
river.  The  weather  was  cold  and  wet,  and  there  was  much  to  be 
done  for  the  relief  of  the  sick  and  weary,  constantly  falling  out  of 
line  by  the  way.  From  our  station  at  Columbia,  very  timely  relief 
was  furnished  to  men  in  hospital  and.on  the  march.  A  ca^-load  of 
vegetables,  pushed  through  on  the  first  opening  of  the  road,  was  a 
priceless  gift  to  the  troops  at  Columbia.  From  Columbia  to  Clif- 
ton, it  was  impossible,  for  want  of  transportation,  to  follow  with 
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supplies.  From  Clifton  the  Twentj-third  corps  was  ordered  to 
North  Carolina  to  join  General  Sherman.  Mr.  McLeod,  who  had 
constantly  been  with  these  troops,  since  the  commencement  of  the 
Atlantic  campaign,  reluctantly  left  them  to  join  the  Sixteenth  corps 
at  Eastport,  Mississippi.  Here  a  number  of  delegates  were  at  work 
under  direction  of  Chaplain  Armstrong,  for  the  men  of  the  Six- 
teenth, and  for  the  cavalry  corps,  close  at  hand.  There  were  no 
buildings,  and  the  weather  was  extremely  severe,  but  Major  Gen- 
eral A.  J.  Smith  very  generously  gave  the  Commission  his  head- 
quarters boat,  and  pitched  his  tent  on  shore.  Through  this  act  of 
kindness,  the  stores  of  the  Commission  were  protected,  and  the 
delegates  made  much  more  comfortable  and  efficient  in  their  work 
than  they  could  otherwise  have  been.  A  large  shipment  Was  made 
to  Eastport,  but  before  its  arrival  the  Sixteenth  was  aboard  trans- 
ports under  orders  for  Mobile.  At  the  personal  solicitation  of 
General  Smith,  the  goods  marked  for  Eastport,  were,  at  Paducah, 
transferred  to  one  of  his  transports,  and  with  the  agent,  taken 
along  to  New  Orleans  and  then  to  Dauphin  Island.  Here,  Mr. 
McLeod,  with  his  canvas-covers,  erected  a  chapel  fifty  by  twenty- 
five  feet,  as  he  had  done  during  the  stay  at  New  Orleans.  The 
Gk)vemment  saw-mill  furnished  seats,  and  the  wreck  of  a  vessel  on 
the  beach,  contributed  material  for  a  pulpit.  The  willing  soldiers 
closed  the  pulpit  end  of  the  sanctuary,  with  small  trees  from  the 
swamps.  The  lanterns  from  the  ambulances,  added  to  those  of  the 
Christian  Commission,  lighted  the  church  at  night,  in  spite  of  the 
ever  fresh  sea-breezes.  Earnest  men  filled  the  tent  at  the  first  meet- 
ing. The  marked  interest  that  began  at  New  Orleans  at  once 
manifested  itself,  and  continued  to  deepen  and  widen  during  our 
two  weeks'  stay  on  the  Island.  Here  daily  work  was  substantially 
as  follows:^— Prayer  meeting  at  9  A.  M.,  continuing  usually  two 
hours.  Soldiers  coming  in  and  going  out,  as  camp  duties  required, 
kept  the  tent  all  the  time  well  filled  without  disturbing  the  meet- 
ing. The  two  hours  were  all  fully  occupied  with  brief  speaking, 
singing  and  praying,  and  frequently  great  emotion  was  exhibited. 
An  officer  said :  '^  I  have  been  accustomed,  from  early  life,  to  much 
that  wealth  and  position  afibrd,  and  have  known  as  much  as  most 
men  of  worldly  pleasure,  but  I  assure  you,  my  fellow-soldiers,  I 
have  never  seen  any  place  so  charming  to  me  as  this  tent  with  its 
floor  of  sand,  nor  have  I  ever  known  such  happiness  as  I  have  found 
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here."    And  he  bowed  and  thanked  God  amid  fast^flowing  tears. 
By  such  affecting  scenes  were  these  morning  meetings,  rendered 
most  tenderly  precious.      From   1   to  5  P.   M.   reading-matter, 
writing  materials  and  other  articles,   were,  distributed.     The  men 
generally  went  to  their  little  "dog-tents"  to  read  and  write,  but 
some  reiiQiained  in  the  Commission  tent.     Sometimes  more  than 
forty  were  sitting  on  the  sand,  using  the  rough  benches  as  writing 
tables,  in  lieu  of  better  ones  not  to  be  had.     In  the  evening  came 
the  preaching  service,  which  was  prolonged,  with  other  services, 
until  9  P.  M.     At  request  of  soldiers  a  prayer  meeting  was  ap- 
pointed for  the  half  hour  preceding  the  preaching,  and  this  season 
was  so  fully  occupied  by  our  soldier  following  another  in  quick 
successioii,  that  it  was  difficult  to  break  in  upon  them.     If  any 
came  out  of  mere  curiosity,  they  were  soon  brought  in  spite  of 
themselves  into  sympathy  with  these  soldiers  wrestling  with  God 
for  his  btessing  upon  themselves  and  for  the  conversion  of  their 
comrades,  who  loved  not  the  Lord  Jesus.     It  was  easy  to  preach. 
The  most  common  scripture  truths  were  all  powerful.     Could  our 
tent  have  held  six  thousand,  instead  of  six  hundred,  it  would  cer- 
tainly have  been  filled.     Soldiers  would  say:  "Chaplain,  we  can't 
get  in  your  tent.     We  have  come,  and  come,  and  we  can't  get  near 
your  tent  for  the  crowd  outside.     We  must  have  meetings  in  our 
regiments ;  can  you  give  us  hymn-books  V    "  Certainly,  and  we  will 
gladly  give  you  all  other  possible  help."     So  various  other  meet- 
ings were  commenced.     There  seemed  to  be  but  few  indifferent 
^soldiers  on  the  Island.     Many  expressed  joy  in  having  found  the 
Saviour,  and  thousands  more  were  inquiring  the  way  of  salvation. 
Five  chaplains  gave  constant  and  most  valuable  aid.     Our  most 
difficult  duty  was  the  endeavor  so  to  control  the  strong  tide  of  emo- 
tion, as  to  make  the  most  of  it  in  establishing  solid  religious  char- 
acter. *  We  aimed  to  hold  up  Christ  constantly  in  view.     Orders 
to  move  were  received  late  on  Saturday  night,  and  next  morning 
we  were  on  the  march.     It  was  hard  to  leave  the  barren  island 
made  so  precious  by  the  favor  of  God.     The  soldiers  continued|  to 
pray  that  morning  until  the  tent  was  actually  taken  away,  and 
after  the  canvas  had  been  rolled  up  there  they  Were  yet  kneeling 
under  heaven's  cs^nopy,  those  earnest  Christian  soldiers  praying 
Gt>d's  protection  on  them  and  their  comrades  in  the  terrible  work 
before  them,  for  their  country  and  for  dear  ones  far  away,  whom 
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thej  might  never  see  again.  Many  a  brave  voice  faltered  in  this  last 
petition. 

Daring  the  investment  of  the  strong  forts  defending  Mobile,  the 
work  of  the  Commission  was  limited,  to  a  great  extent,  to  the  Divi- 
sion Hospitals  of  the  16th  corps ;  but  the  revivaFspirit  was  main- 
tained in  many  regiments.  A  large  and  well  assorted  shipment 
from  Cincinnati  was  received.  Two  weeks  in  the  trenches  without 
rest  and  with  but  little  apparent  progress  had  created  a  depression 
and  a  pressing  general  need.  Chaplains  united  with  us  in  distri- 
buting the  goods.  The  suffering  were  tenderly  cared  for  and  the 
dead  given  a  Christian  burial.  Three  weeks  of  siege  {Massed  and 
Mobile  was  ours.  Again  marching  orders  were  received.  Trans- 
portation was  cut  down  by  stringent  orders  to  the  lowest  practicable 
point,  but  a  six-mule  team  was  cheerfuUy  furnished  to  haul  Chris- 
tian Commission  stores.  From  this  wagon  all  along  the  two  hun- 
dred miles  to  Montgomery,  delicacies  were  issued  as  the  sick  required. 
About  noon  on  the  14th  day  after  leaving  Fort  Blakely,  we  saw  the 
city  General  Smith  designed  capturing,  but  General  Wilson  had 
anticipated  him,  so  that  our  entrance  was  peaceful  and  we  thanked 
God  for  it.  None  wanted  more  fighting.  Enough^  of  war  horrors 
had  been  experienced.  Then  came  the  glad  tidings  of  peace ;  the 
giant  rebellion  was  at  length  crushed  and  the  government  re- 
stored. All  acknowledged  God's  hand  in  the  happy  issue  of  the  dire 
struggle.  Officers  and  soldiers  openly  ascribed  their  success  to  Him 
who  ruleth  over  all.  Our  exultation  was  short.  The  assassin's  dark 
and  infamous  deed  caused  joy  to  flee  and  the  desire  for  vengeance 
to  fill  the  heart  of  the  soldiery.  But  the  word  of  command  was 
needed  to  call  forth  the  swiftest  and  most  terrible  retaliation.  Some- 
thing was  needed  to  calm  the  angry  minds  and  soothe  the  sorrow- 
ing hearts.  Numerous  religious  services  were  held  and  the  interest 
rapidly  increased.  Where  there  was  no  minister  the  meetings  were 
conducted  by  pious  officers  and  soldiers.  The  thought  of  home  was 
an  element  of  power.  The  soldier  desired  to  meet  his  friends  free 
from  the  stains  of  sin  contracted  in  camp ;  only  the  blood  of  Jesus 
could  avail  for  this.  Almost  every  one  seemed  to  want  to  come 
to  Christ. 

Chaplain  Armstrong  arrived  from  Cincinnati  with  a  large  and 
very  valuable  assortment  of  goods.  This  arrival  was  most  opportune. 
The  sick  of  the  16th,  and  several  hundred  wounded  of  General 
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Wilson's  corps  greatly  needed  stimulants,  cordials,  delicacies,  cloth- 
ing, pads  and  rags.  No  article  of  that  excellent  shipment  came 
amiss  in  the  seven  hospitals,  of  Montgomery.  From  7  A.  M.  to  4 
P.  M.  the  soldiers  from  the  regiments  filled  our  large  rooms.  At 
11^  A.  M.  the  prayer  meeting  began,  the  soldiers  readily  dropping 
their  pens  and  heartily  joining  in  praise  and  prayer.  They  thanked 
God  for  home,  country,  peace,  and  the  tokens  of  kindness  they  re- 
ceived from  home  through  the  Commission.  These  articles  from 
home  were  indeed  means  of  grace.  As  our  rooms  were  on  the  most 
crowded  corner  of  the  city  the  singing  drew  a  wonderful  variety  of 
costume  And  character  into  the  meeting,  yet  perfect  order  and  good 
feeling  always  prevailed.  This  was  our  central  meeting.  As  soon 
as  it  was  over  the  soldiers  resumed  letter  writing  and  we  continued 
the  distribution  of  goods,  endeavoring,  of  course,  to  accomplish  the 
utmost  possible  good  with  what  was  intrusted  to  our  care.  In  four 
weeks  forty  thousand  sheets  of  paper  and  an  equal  number  of  enve- 
lopes were  given  out,  and  this  was  but  little  more  than  one  per  man. 
Several  barrels  of  fresh  reading  matter  were  received  from  New 
Orleans.  A  Bible  Agent  turned  over  about  two  hundred  Bibles  and 
one  thousand  copies  of  the  New  Testament,  the  balance  of  a  grant 
by  the  American  Bible  Society  to  the  late  Confederate  army.  Many 
'  rebel  soldiers  on  their  way  home  called  for  and  received  supplies 
of  reading.  Men  clad  in  blue  and  in  gray  uniforms  mingled  in  our 
rooms  in  most  pleasant  intercourse.  No  ill  feeling  manifested  itself 
on  either  hand.  Henceforth  all  would  be  Union  men,  true  to  the 
starry  banner  of  Freedom.  Most  of  the  troops  were  leaving,  some 
for  the  North  and  others  for  Texas;  Mr  McLeod  had  a  severe  con- 
gestive chill,  so  the  few  undistributed  stores  were  placed  in  charge 
of  a  chaplain ;  and  Mr.  McLeod  and  Chaplain  Armstrong  steamed 
North  on  a  transport  filled  with  wounded.  This  work  of  the  Com- 
mission in  the  Sixteenth  corps  received  the  warmest  commendations 
from  Major  General  Smith,  and  we  trust  that  in  'Hhat  day"  it  will 
be  found  to  have  had  the  approval  of  the  Master. 

The  Loan  Libraries  sent  to  hospitals,  batteries  and  regiments 
have  been  a  great  help  to  our  work  in  this  department.  Testi- 
monials abound  on  every  hand  to  their  fine  adaptation  to  the  sol- 
dier's want.  No  money  for  any  reading  has  been  better  expended 
than  that  put  into  these  choice,  interesting,  instructive  and,  at  the 
reduced  prices  for  which  they  were  bought^  very  cheap  books. 
11 
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The  Christian  Commission  ladies,  who  have  labored  in  fifteen  Diet 
Kitchens,  have  accomplished  a  large  work  for  the  soldiers,  of  which 
no  record  will  be  made  except  in  the  hearts  of  suffering  men,  who 
received  from  their  hands  snch  ministration  as  only  those  who  repre- 
sented mother  and  sister  conld  give.  In  addition  to  superintending 
the  preparation  of  suitable  dishes  for  the  sick,  these  ladies  have  done 
the  work  of  delegates  in  the  distribution  of  home  gifts,  writing  let- 
ters, reading  to  the  convalescents,  and  in  all  things  declaring  Jesus. 

Rev.  W.  F.  Baird,  Agent  of  the  American  Bible  Society,  and' 
also  bearing  our  commission,  has  labored  most  earnestly  and 
cordially  with  us.  By  his  industry  and  wise  managemenf  we  were 
able,  through  the  munificent  grants  of  the  Bible  Society,  to  keep 
the  army  well  supplied  with  the  Scriptures.  • 

From  first  to  last  we  have  received  only  kindness  from  Major 
Gdheral  Thomas  and  his  chief  of  staff.  General  Whipple.  They 
have  shown  a  personal  knowledge  of  and  interest  in  our  work, 
which  we  hardly  expected  from  those  whose  minds  were  occupied 
with  so  great  responsibilities.  To  General  Donaldson,  chief  quarter- 
master, and  Dr.  Wm.  Clendenin,  Medical  Director,  at  Nashville,  we 
are  indebted  for  many  facilities  that  no  others  could  ^ive,  and  with- 
out which  our  work  would  have  bjeen  often  hindered  and  greatly 
limited. 

To  all  my  associates  in  the  field  I  desire  to  tender  hearty  thanks 
for  their  kindness  and  efficient  co-operation,  through  which  the 
Commission  has  been  able  to  accomplish  so  much  in  this  depart- 
ment for  the  glory  of  God  in  the  relief  of  suffering  and  the  saving 
of  souls.  T.  R.  EWING, 

Q-eneral  Field  Agenty  United  States  Christian  Cammis9um, 


The  (/ommission  on  the  Ounboati  in  the  Mississippi  Biver. 

Uhitbd  Statis  Stiambk  «Katb/'  below  St.  Louis, 
September  8,  1865. 

Rby.  Lemuel  Moss, 

Home  Secretary  United  States  Christian  Cammissian* 

Dear  Brother: — ^Below  is  some  account  of  the  Commission's 
work  in  the  Mississippi  Squadron. 

A  graduate  at  Rochester  University  in  1862,  and  for  some  time 
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A  student  in  the  Theological  Seminary,  failing  health  led  me  into 
the  naval  service.  Desiring  to  extend  the  influences  of  the  Chris- 
tian Commission  to  the  navy,  so  far  as  I  could,  I  obtained  a  com- 
mission of  Dr.  Nathan  Bishop  of  New  York.  When  detailed  to 
this  squadron  in  June  1864,  I  found  that  the  vessels  had  peen 
thought  inaccessible,  except  when  stationed  where  local  agents 
could  distribute  papers  on  board ;  which  was  sometimes  done,  though 
of  course  only  a  small  portion  of  the  squadron  enjoyed  this  benefit. 

After  a  trip  through  the  whole  fleet  from  Cairo  to  New  Orleans 
and  return,  I  became  convinced  that  it  was  entirely  feasible  to  send 
delegates*from  vessel  to  vessel,  and  enable  the  seamen  thus  to  enjoy 
their  personal  influence. 

I  made  forthwith  every  exertion  by  correspondence  and  conver- 
sation with  local  agents  to  carry  my  views  into  effect. 

The  first  result  was  that  sometime  last  Fall  packages  began  to  oe 
regularly  furnished  by  the  Cairo  Rooms  for  every  vessel  in  the 
squadron,  directed  to  the  care  of  the  commanding  officer  of  each. 
The  authorities  at  the  Naval  Station,  Mound  City,  promised  co- 
operation, and  repeatedly  ordered  the  negligent  officer  in  charge 
of  the  naval  mail  to  put  the  bundles  of  papers,  &c.,  on  the  bi- 
monthly dispatch  boats.  Thus  a  large  amount  of  reading  matter 
was  distributed  until  the  breaking  up  of  the  squadron.  This  good 
work  is  chiefly  to  be  attributed  to  brother  McClure,  now  at  the  St. 
Louis  Rooms,  and  to  brother  Wykoff,  then,  and  still  in  the  rooms 
at  Cairo.  They  both  entered  with  zeal  into  all  the  plans,  and  faith- 
fully kept  the  Commandant  at  Mound  City  informed  of  the  fact 
when  his  subordinates  failed  in  giving  efficient  co-operation. 

After  this  plan  was  in  operation,  I  met  brother  Mclntyre,  Corres- 
ponding Secretary  of  Peoria  Branch,  at  the  Cairo  Rooms ;  and  he 
gave  me  encouragement  to  believe  that  an  agent  or  delegate  would 
be  sent  down  through  the  fleet  on  one  of  the  dispatch  boats,  to  survey 
the  field  and  lay  out  the  naval  branch  of  the  work.  I  introduced 
him  to  the  then  Fleet  Captain,  Lieutenant  Commander  Grier,  now 
of  the  Naval  Academy,  and  a  Christian  gentleman,  who  promised 
passes  on  any  dispatch-boat,  and  every  other  facility  in  his  power. 
Admiral  Lee  was  subsequently  visited,  and  his  hearty  consent  ob- 
tained to  visit  any  vessels  under  his  command.  About  the  time  of 
General  Hood*s  invasion,  a  large  portion  of  the  squadron  were  in 
Tennessee  River,  under  the  Admiral's  immediate  command.    About 
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that  time,  to  my  great  delight,  brother  WykoflF,  (of  Cairo  rooms,) 
passed  through  a  large  number  of  the  vessels  in  that  river.  Never 
was  a  delegate  better  suited  to  the  work.  He  was  quiet,  and  yet 
incisive.  He  never  obtruded;  was  almost  to  a  fault  fearful  of  dis- 
turbing the  jealous  regularity  of  the  navy,  yet,  somehow  had  every 
body  by  the  button  in  that  persuasive.  Christian  way  that  disarmed 
all  hostility  to  private,  personal  conference,  and  to  which  I  cannot 
forbear  paying  a  tribute.  He  created  an  enthusiasm  on  our  vessel, 
(the  '^St.  Clair,*')  and  during  the  days  passed  with  us  held  meet- 
ings, distributed  little  books  and  papers,  hunted  out  Christians,  got 
them  together  by  the  hand,  and  in  short  won  all  classes  into  such 
harmony,  that  our  meetings,  previously  held,  were  re-invigorated, 
and  the  most  heedless  could  say  after  he  had  gone,  ^^I  wish  Mr. 
Wykoff  could  be  with  us  all  the  time." 

^Similar  success  was  met  with  on  other  vessels,  and  it  was  hoped  that 
the  committee  now  knew  how  the  work  was  to  be  done,  and  would 
not  let  it  rest.  He  himself  wished  no  more  interesting  field,  albeit 
a  hard  one.  But  the  paramount  claims  of  the  army  called  him  off 
to  the  work  already  established  and  not  to  be  neglected.  At  different 
times  delegates  came  on  board,  and  Chaplain  Armstrong,  for  a 
time  in  charge  of  the  station  in  the  camp,  at  Eastport  Miss.,  made 
a  trip  with  us  down  the  river  to  Paducah.  This  was  of  scarcely 
less  interest  than  the  former,  though  only  the  ^'St.  Clair'*  enjoyed 
its  benefits. 

We  used  to  hold  delightful  meetings  on  Sabbath  evening  in  the 
steerage.  Five  of  our  oflScers  professed  religion,  and  took  active 
part,  alternately  leading,  while  I  led  the  music  with  a  beautiful 
Cabinet  Organ.  Our  other  oflBcers,  as  well  as  the  crew,  were  very 
attentive,  and  often  and  often  have  thoughts  of  hojne  and  mothers 
and  wives  and  children  drawn  from  their  brave  hearts  the  grief, 
and  filled  their  eyes  with  the  tears  they  were  not  ashamed  to  show. 
The  change  in  the  vessel,  and  especially  in  the  officers*  messes, 
was  wonderful,  and  strangers  have  spoken  of  the  ^'  St.  Clair  '*  as 
the  most  homelike  vessel  in  the  service.  The  Captain  (J.  S.  French, 
A.  V.  Lieutenant,),  was  a  truly  eloquent  old  salt-water  hero,  a 
wonder  indeed  to  all  who  remembered  under  what  influences  his 
hairs  had  grown  white,  and  with  how  little  opportunity  to  acquire 
his  golden  speech. 

Almost  sacred  are  those  memories. 
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This  is,  in  sum,  what  I  know  of  the  Christian  Commission's  work 
in  the  Mississippi  Squadron,  and  I  have  dwelt  at  so  much  length 
on  the  subject,  because  I  do  not  know  that  anything  has  been  put 
on  record  concerning  your  work  in  this  part  of  the  navy. 
Yours,  truly, 

E.  H.  Johnson, 
A.  A.  Pat/master^  and  Delegate  U.  S.  Chris.  Cam. 


Cleveland  Army  Committee. 

The  Cleveland  Army  Committee  was  organized  May  15th 
1864,  Previously  to  that  time,  the  suggestion  had  frequently  been 
made  to  some  of  our  leading  Christian  citizens  of  the  importa&ce 
of  forming  a  branch  in  this  city,  but  the  efficient  organization  of 
the  ^^ Soldiers  Aid  Society"  had,  for  some  time,  so  fully  occupied 
the  field  in  soliciting  supplies  in  the  city  and  northern  Ohio  for 
the  army,  that  another  organization  was  not  thought  necessary, 
and  it  was  not  until  we  saw  the  importance  of  combining  the  sani- 
tary and  religious  work  among  the  soldiers,  on  a  plan  of  giving 
personal  relief  and  benefit  to  the  soldiers,  both  in  body  and  soul, 
by  direct  ministrations  and  distributions  of  Christians  as  voluntary 
unpaid  laborers,  that  we  entered  upon  the  work. 

The  great  success  and  good  accomplished  by  the  Christian  Com- 
mission, under  the  blessing  of  Qod,  is  apparent  to  all.  The  testi- 
mony of  soldiers  to  our  own  delegates  is  sufficient  to  more  than 
compensate  the  feeble  efibrts  of  the  Cleveland  BrancL 

The  following  are  short  extracts  from  letters  of  our  own  dele- 
gates showing  their  success  in  doing  good,  and  how  the  sick  and 
wounded  appreciated  their  labors.  Says  one:  ''We  are  greeted  as 
welcome  messengers.  Delegates  of  the  Commission  coming  right 
from  the  people,  and  deeply  feeling  the  soldier's  wants,  receiving  no 
compensation  except  the  satisfaction  of  doing  good,  are  enabled  to 
reach  their  hearts,  as  no  others  can ; — even  the  unconverted,  who»e 
hearts  are  hardened  by  many  years  of  sinful  life,  soften  under 
the  kindness  of  those  whose  actions  show  a  Christian  spirit.  As 
we  pass  from  one  to  another  of  the  sick  and  wounded,  we  are  greeted 
with  a  'God  bless  you.      God  bless  the  Christian  Commission. 
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How  much  more  indebted  to  those  who  kindly  remembed  us  in  these 
trying  times/  "  From  another :  <*  It  was  plain  that  the  labors  of  the 
Christian  Commission  were  thoroughly  appreciated  by  the  soldiers, 
and  I  saw  evid^tices  especially,  that  the  wonnded  rebeh  were  sur- 
prised and  softened  by  minstrations  of  those  who  gave  them  Chris- 
tian compassion  and  aid." 

Since  the  organissation  of  the  Cleveland  Army  Committee,  we 
have  sent  sixty-seven  delegates.  No  complete  statement  of  their 
labors  can  be  made.  We  have  been  careful,  under  the  scrutiny  of 
a  special  committee  to  whom  all  applications  were  made,  to  send 
none  but  first-class  men,  and  we  have  the  assurance  of  the  officers, 
under  whose  direction  they  served,  that  they  were  such.  Some 
three  or  four  of  our  delegates  have  been  employed  &s  permanent 
delegates  or  agents,  and  have  labored  in  the  army  and  in  hospitals 
from  three  to  fifteen  months. 

It  was  sometime  after  our  organization  before  we  solicited  sani- 
tary supplies  for  the  use  of  our  society,  preferring  to  turn  into  the 
channel  of  the  "Soldiers'  Aid  Society"  what  was  ofiered  us,  so 
that  the  amount  of  stores  received  and  forwarded  by  us  is  Small 
if  compared  with  organizations  in  other  cities.  We  have  forwarded 
three  hundred  and  fifty  packages:  most  of  these  were  sent  to  Phila- 
delphia and  Nashville,  to  be  forwarded  to  the  hospitals  and  battle- 
fields where  they  were  most  needed.  Besides,  frequent  donations 
of  stores  have  been  made  to  the  Cleveland  Hospital,  on  the  Heights. 
This  hospital  was  also  furbished  with  a  loan  library  containing  one 
hundred  and  sixty  volumes. 

In  January,  1865,  one  thousand  dollars  were  appropriated  for  the 
purchase  of  two  chapel-tents,  which  were  sent  to  Stevenson's  Sta- 
tion in  the  Shenandoah  Valley;  from  letters  received  in  regard  to 
the  meetings  held  in  these  tents,  we  regard  it  as  one  of  the  best  in- 
vestments we  have  made.  God  has  blessed  the  preaching  in  them 
to  the  conversion  of  many  souls. 

The  Treasurer's  Report  shows  that  the  whole  amount  of  money 
received  is  about  fifteen  thousand  dollars ;  paid  out  fourteen  thou- 
sand five  hundred  dollars;  leaving  a  balance  on  hand  of  about  five 
hundred  dollars. 

In  behalf  of  the  Commission, 

Joseph  Perkins, 
For  the  Secretary. 
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Kentucky  Branch,  TTnitad  States  Christian  Ccmmission. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  year  1865,  the  Kentucky  Branch, 
of  the  United  States  Christian  Commission  was  vigorously  prose- 
cuting its  work  in  tho  hospitals,  camps  and  barracks,  which  had 
previously  constituted  the  field  of  its  operations.  There  has  been 
no  time  since  its  organization  when  every  point  of  the  field  was 
more  accessible  and  invititig ;  nor  has  it  been  our  good  fortune  at 
any  time  to  be  in  a  better  condition  to  meet  the  various  demands 
for  means  and  laborers. 

Rev.  J.  F.  Loyd  has  been  in*  charge  of  the  station  work,  and  his 
excellent  wife  has  taken  charge  of  our  delegates'  Home,  and,  by  the 
concurrent  and  enthusiastic  testimony  of  all  delegates,  h%s  succeeded 
in  making  it  a  very  pleasant  rest  for  delegates  passing  through, 
and  a  pleasant  home  for  all  who  labor  here.  We  desire  to  bear 
testimony  to  the  efficient  management  of  our  affairs  by  Mr.  Loyd, 
to  his  rare  devotion  to  his  Master's  service,  and  to  his  constant 
cheerful  toil  in  behalf  of  our  soldiers,  that  seemed  accepted  every 
day  with  new  gladness.  For  the  details  of  our  work  in  the  camps 
and  hospitals,  we  refer  to  his  report  given  below. 

Our  work  has  had  a  three-fold  character,  ^-collecting  funds,  attend- 
ing to  the  army  work  within  our  reach,  and  forwarding  or  purchas- 
ing supplies  for  the  Commission  stations  in  Tennessee  and  Georgia. 
At  times  this  latter  part  of  our  work  was  no  slight  labor. 

At  the  crushing  in  of  the  shell  of  the  rebellion  our  supplies  and 
delegates  were  suddenly  diminished.  The  people  at  home  did  not 
seem  to  realize  that  the  want  of  both  would  be  equally  felt  till  the 
armywas  disbanded ;  and  that  men  broken  down  by  their  hardships 
and  exposures  during  the  war,  would  need  as  much  care  and  atten- 
tion as  ever.  Special  appeals  for  needed  ineans  were  therefore  sent 
out,  and  by  the  blessing  of  God  a  hearty  response  was  given. 

The  most  remarkable  event  of  the  year  with  us  was  the  rendez- 
vous of  General  Sherman's  army  near  the  city  in  June,  waiting 
to  be  mustered  out.  A  large  portion  of  the  regiments  were  with- 
out chaplains,  and  it  devolved  on  the  Commission  to  supply  that 
deficiency  by  its  delegates,  or  see  the  war-worn  veterans,  who  had 
periled  their  all  for  the  salvation  of  our  Government,  neglected  in 
their  temporal  and  spiritual  necessities. 
;    About  the  commencement  of  the  year,  by  the  aid  of  the  Cincin- 
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nati  Branch,  we  were  enabled  to  put  up  two  chapels,  one  at  Brown 
Hospital,  and  the  other  near  Barracks  No.  1,  and  Exchuige  Bar- 
racks. A  delegate  made  Brown  Hospital,  with  its  seyen  hundred 
patients,  his  field  of  labor,  and  held  meetings  in  the  chapel  there 
frequently  during  the  week  as  well  as  on  Sundays,  with  evident 
tokens  of  the  divine  favor.  At  the  chapel  in  the  city,  prayer 
meetings  were  held  in  the  afternoon^  and  preaching  services  at 
nights  for  a  long  time,  with  special  iBvidences  of  good  accomplished. 
Tables  were  arranged  for  writing,  and  supplied  with  stationery  and 
good  reading,  so  that  it  was  occupied  for  a  reading  and  writing  room 
when  not  required  for  public  religious  services.  In  the  course  of 
the  summer,  the  barracks  were  removed  from  the  locality  to  a  square 
on  Broadway;  and  the  chapel  became  less  available  for  meetings, 
but  was  still  used  for  reading  and  writing,  and  also  for  the  storing 
of  our  supplies,  whence  they  were  distributed  to  the  hospitals,  camps 
and  to  the  numerous  soldiers  who  made  personal  application. 

The  labors  of  the  Commission  in  the  diet  kitchens  of  the  hospitals — 
twelve  of  which  were  under  our  care — ^have  been  eminently  success- 
ful. The  ladies  employed  have  won  for  themselves  and  the  Com- 
mission, a  high  reputation.  As  the  hospitals  have  one  after  another 
closed,  that  work  has  contracted,  till  the  close  of  Crittenden  Hos- 
pital in  October,  left  us  no  further  field  of  hospital  operations. 

After  the  mustering  out  of  General  Sherman's  Army,  the  closing 
of  most  of  the  hospitals,  and  the  return  to  their  homes  of  a  large 
part  of  the  forces  below,  comparatively  little  was  left  to  be  done. 
We  had  no  delegate  on  the  field  for  a  while,  till  Rev.  W.  W.  Meech, 
whose  labors  for  the  Commission  from  the  beginning  have  been  noticed 
in  former  reports,  returning  from' Nashville,  labored  with  all  diligence 
night  and  day,  preaching,  distributing  books,  papers,  tracts,  testa- 
ments, and  stationery  among  the  troops  yet  at  the  post  of  Louis- 
ville, and  to  regiments  on  their  way  home,  besides  dispensing  to  the 
various  hospitals  whatever  supplies  still  remained  for  their  use. 
While  in  the  midst  of  these  labors,  he  was  solicited  by  the  Field 
Secretary  at  Philadelphia  to  go  to  Texas  in  the  service  of  the  Com- 
mission.    He  left  us  on  the  last  of  October  for  that  purpose. 

We  are  not  willing  to  close  this  our  final  report  without  mention 
of  our  gratitude  for  favors  received  from  many  sources.  The  mili- 
tary commanders,  the  medical  and  quartermaster's  departments  have 
refused  us  no  favor.     On  the  contrary,  their  hearty  good  will  has 
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been  constantly  shown  in  the  manner  they  have  extended  all  possi- 
ble facilities  for  our  work.  ^  The  Louisville  and  Nashville  Railroad 
has  carried  all  the  delegates  for  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  free 
during  the  war.  To  the  courtesy  of  B.  Marshall,  Esq.,  Superin- 
tendent, we  are  greatly  indebted  for  very  frequent  transportation 
of  hospital  stores  on  the  mail  train,  when  time  was  everything  to 
the  suffering  men  at  the  front.  Adams  and  the  American  Express 
Company  have  given  large  amounts  in  free  freight,  and  have  often 
helped  our  wounded  at  Nashville  and  beyond  by  giving  hospital 
stores  the  preference.  Telegraph  lines  north  have  invariably  sent 
our  messages  free.  Brinley,  Dodge  &  Company,  and  A.  McBride, 
Esq.,  have  given  us  free  storage.  J.  T.  Tompkins,  Esq.,  has 
shown  us  kindness  in  the  substantial  way  of  rent  free.  Surgeons 
Larrabee,  Octerlong,  Rodgers,  and  Koehler  have  kindly  and  suc- 
cessfully attended  our  delegates  in  sickness  without  charge.  In- 
deed we  can  say  that*  we  have  found  only  friends  in  all  the  govern- 
ment officials,  from  the  train  guards  and  wagon  masters  to  the 
Major  General  commanding  the  department.  We  have  received  such 
favors  and  consideration  as  are  given  only  to  a  work  which  men  ap- 
preciate and  love. 

No  delegate  in  our  field  has  died  during  the  year.  Mrs.  Isabella 
Fogg,  one  of  our  Diet  Kitchen  managers,  was  severely  injured  by 
a  fall  while  on  duty  in  Floating  Hospital.  She  reached  Cincinnati 
on  her  way  home,  but  was  able  to  proceed  no  farther.  She  now 
lies  in  St.  Luke's  Hospital  of  that  city,  totally,  and  we  fear  per- 
manently, disabled.  Congress  has  by  special  act  put  her  upon  the 
United  States  pension  list.  We  have  also  to  mourn  over  the  death 
of  our  two  best  friends  in  the  Christian  Commission  work,  James 
Parkhill,  Esq.,  and  James  M.  Stevens,  Esq.  They  died  during 
the  year,  and  we  have  missed  their  aid,  their  council,  and  cheer. 
We  trust  it  is  some  alleviation  to  the  grief  of  family  friends,  as  it  is 
to  ours,  to  remember  their  hearty  interest  in,  and  efficient  aid  to 
the  Christian  Commission. 

We  render  humble  unfeigned  thanks  to  Almighty  God  for  all  His 
gracious  manifestations  to  us  and  the  cause  he  has  permitted  us  to 
serve  during  these  terrible  years  of  war.  We  trust  the  good  done 
has  not  ended  with  the  close  of  our  Commission,  but  that  all  who 
have  labored  will  continue  to  reap  a  rich  spiritual  harvest  in  their 
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own  Boulfl,  and  will  see  the  good  seed  springing  up  aroond  them  in 
all  the  years  that  are  to  come. 

J.  Edward  Hardt, 
Cfhairman  JSzecutive  Committee. 
J.  RussBLL,  Secretary. 

Louif  riUe,  Kentmoky,  DeoembttTi  1845. 


Eeport  of  J.  F.  Loyd,  Commiision  Agent  at  LonisyiUe. 

The  beginning  of  the  year  found  us  with  crowded  hospitals,  re* 
suiting  from,  the  battle  at  Nashville  on  December  15th.  At  the  same 
time,  new  recruits  were  hastening  by  thousands  to  reinforce  the 
Army  of  the  Cumberland,  land  to  take  the  places  of  veterans  whose 
terms  of  service  were  expiring.  Every  effort  was  made  to  supply 
these  with  testaments,  tracts,  and  knapsack-books;  and  every 
night,  at  Barracks  No.  1,  and  Exchange  Barracks,  and  sometimes 
at  the  Soldiers*  Home,  meetings  were  held,  often  with  evident 
tokens  of  divine  approval.'  Early  in  January,  the  Cincinnati 
branch  sent  us  a  frame  chapel,  which  was  erected  on  Seventh 
street  quite  near  the  Barracks.  This  served  as  a  reading  and 
writing-room  from  half  past  eight  in  the  morning  until  two  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon,  which  was  the  hour  of  our  daily  prayer-meeting. 
Religious  services  were  held  here  also  in  the  evenings,  and  twice  on 
Sabbath.  About  the  Ist  of  May  the  barracks  were  removed  to 
the  corner  of  Broadway  and  Fifteenth  streets,  and,  through  the 
kindness  of  the  surgeon  in  charge  and  his  assistant,  a  commodious 
room  was  fitted  up  for  us,  which  we  furnished  with  tables,  library 
and  seats,  and  dedicated  to  divine  services.  Our  daily  prayer- 
meeting  and  evening  services  were  held  here,  while  the  chapel  on 
Seventh  street  served  as  a  storing  and  dispensing  and,  reading- 
room.  Cincinnati  also  sent  us  another  chapel,  Vhich  we  erected  at 
Brown  Hospital,  three  miles  from  the  city.  In  each  of  these 
chapels  precious  souls  were  converted  through  Gpd's  blessing  on  the 
labors  of  the  chaplains  and  our  delegates. 

Our  station  was  highly  favored  as  to  delegates.  The  brethren, 
almost  without  exception  coming  to  work  for  Grod  and  for  souls, 
with  the  intention  of  spending  their  full  term,  were  zealous,  faith- 
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ful,  and  successful.  The  Lord  blessed  them,  and  we  shall  long 
remember  the  gracious  influences  we  often  realized  in  holding  our 
weekly  Conference  meetings  for  mutual  edification  and  encour- 
agement. 

Our  work  included  four  hospitals  at  New  Albany,  two  in  Jef- 
fersonyille,  one  at  Madison,  seven  in  and  around  Louisville,  and 
one  at  Camp  Nelson,  Bowling  Green,  Ky., — together  with  Taylor 
Barracks;  Barracks  No.  1  and  Exchange  Barrack's  on  Main  street; 
barracks  on  Market  street;  military  prisons,  Soldiers'  Home;  and 
the  camps  temporarily  established  near  the  city. 

We  distributed  reading  matter  to  stations  along  the  Louisville 
and  Nashville  Railroad,  and  its  branches,  and  sent  weekly  supplies 
also  to  Frankfort, .  Lexington,  Camp  Nelson  and  other  places  in 
Kentucky.  We  also  forwarded  to  Vicksburg,  boxes  of  reading 
matter  to  supply  our  returning  prisoners. 

In  June,  the  returnii^g  legions  of  Sherman  having  been  ordered* 
to  Louisville,  we  made  arrangements  to  do  what  we  could  for  their 
comfort.  Large  shipments  of  stores  were  received  from  Lidian- 
apolis,  Cincinnati,  Buffalo,  Pittsburgh,  and  Philadelphia.  Pur- 
chases were  made  also  in  Louisville.  The  number  of  delegates  was 
inadequate  to  the  work,  yet  the  following  brief  summary  will  show 
that  they  were  not  idle: — 

From  June  4th  to  August  16th, 

Sermons  and  Addresses, 170 

Individuals  prayed  with, 168 


"        conversed  with  on  their  religious  state, 
Testaments  distributed,  .... 

Hymn  and  Psalm  books  distributed, 
Religious  papers,  "         .         .         . 

Pages  of  Tracts,  "    . 

Sheets  of  Paper,  "... 

Envelopes,  ^  "    .         .         .         . 

Letters  written. 


8,424 

9,290 

7,168 

62,090 

1,766,635 

66,495 

66,495 

273 


In  addition  to  the  vegetables,  fruits,  and  clothing  received  in 
boxes  and  barrels,  nine  hundred  and  thirty-four  dollars  were  ex- 
pended in  the  Louisville  daily  markets  for  hospital  delicacies, 
during  these  two  months. 

Summing  up  our  whole  distribution  from  the  1st  of  January, 
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we  haye,  at  a  reasonable  estimate,  furnished  to  the  soldiers  in  camp 
and  hospital  $30,000  worth  of  hospital  stores. 

The  special  diet  kitchens,  twelve  of  which  were  under  our  care, 
have  been  eminently  successful.  The  ladies  there  employed  have 
won  for  themselves  and  the  Commission  the  confidence,  esteem 
and  aflFections  of  those  with  whom  and  for  whom  they  labored ;  thou- 
sands of  suflFerers  have  found  in  their  nicely  prepared  delicacies 
kind  and  sympathetic  services  and  words,  a  partial  substitute  for 
home  and  its  comforts. 

God  has  blessed  us  and  gladdened  our  hearts  ^y  permitting  us  to 
see  some  fruit  of  our  toil.  As  an  evidence  that  our  work  was 
attended  with  the  divine  sanction  and  blessing  we  present  the  fol- 
lowing transcripts  from  our  station  register : 

"  I  have  found  about  twenty,  during  the  week,  who  were  seek- 
ing religion." —  W.  Copelin. 

•     "We  have  conversed  faithfully  with  the  sick  and  wounded,  and 
found  many  true  seekers,  and  many  true  Christians." — IT.  Law. 

"  There  is  a  growing  interest  in  our  meetings  and  at  nearly 
every  meeting  through  the  week  some  were  present,  who  were 
anxiously  seeking  the  salvation  of  their  souls;  also  a  number,  who 
are  confined  to  their  beds,  are  resolved  to  seek  salvation." — W. 
Copelin. 

"At  a  meeting  held  at  Taylor  Barracks,  the  Lord  was  present; 
and  twenty  soldiers — ^many  of  them  weeping — came  forward  for 
prayers." — B.  Stirling. 

"It  is  enough  to  move  the  stoutest  heart  to  see  the  soldiers  leav- 
ing their  beds  and  hobbling  along  upon  their  crutches  and  gather- 
ing around  the  delegate,  to  hear  of  Christ  and  the  resurrection — 
many  of  them  having  left  an  arm,  a  foot,  or  a  leg  upon  some  hard- 
fought  field.  They  seem  to  be  much  more  susceptible  ^to  good 
impressions  thjku  our  regular  congregations  at  home. 

"  The  men  are  impatient  to  get  home.  A  ward-master  said  to  me 
*your  talk  is  better  than  fifty  bayonets  for  a  guard.'  This  has 
been  a  week  of  interest  at  the  Commission  chapel.  On  Monday 
evening  eighteen,  who  were  not  members  of  any  church,  arose  for 
prayers.  On  the  following  evening  seven  of  that  number  testified 
that  they  had  found  peace.  On  the  following  night  this  note  was 
laid  on  my  table :  '  Dear  Chaplain — As  I  will  be  on  guard  to- 
night, I  take  the  liberty  of  sending  you  my  name.     I  am  resolved 
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to  go  home  a  better  man  than  when  I  left  it.'  A  sergeant  from  Il- 
linois, who  was  dying,  sent  for  me.  His  blood  had  almost  ceased  to 
circulate,  and  the  death-sweats  were  upon  him.  I  conversed  plainly 
and  earnestly  with  him.  He  asked  me  to  repeat  the  Lord's  prayer. 
I  asked  him  to  repeat  it  with  me.  He  did  so,  but  could  scarcely 
whisper  the  closing  sentence.  I  endeavored  to  encourage  him, 
prayed  with  him,  and  tried  to  point  him  to  Christ.  He  seemed 
deeply  penitent;  I  reminded  him  of  the  hymn  commencing, 

'  Alas  I  and  did  1117  Sarior  bleed/ 

told  him  I  would  repeat  it,  and  he.  might  make  it  all  the  sentiment 
of  his  own  heart,  though  too  weak  to  repeat  it.  I  commenced  and 
went  slowly  through.  As  I  proceeded  his  emotion  increased. 
When  I  came  to  these  lines : 


"He  added— 


'  Bat  drops  of  grief  oan  ne'er  repay 
The  debt  of  loye  I  owe.' 


'Here  Lord  I  giye  myself  away 
'T  is  aU  that  I  can  do/ 


He  then  said,  *  I  do  feel  that  God  accepts  me  through  Christ.* 
In  a  few  moments  he  raised  and  clasped  his  cold  hands  in  joy  and 
triumph.  Christ  had  given  him  the  victory  over  the  last  enemy." 
F.  BaU. 

"  I  have  greatly  enjoyed  this  term  of  service.  In  Brown  General 
Hospital,  I  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  much  fruit  in  the  happy  con- 
version of  several  individuals,  and  in  the  edification  and  encourge- 
menr  of  many  who  had  wandered  from  the  *  good 'old  way'  in 
which  they  had  walked  at  home." — J,  W.  Shirer. 

These,  quotations  from  the  delegates  day-book  kept  at  the  Home, 
could  be  greatly  multiplied,  but  these  are  enough  to  show  the  spirit 
and  success  with  which  the  brethren  labored.  It  was  indeed  a 
pleasant  and  blessed  work.  We  felt  the  presence  and  power  of  the 
Master.  Our  hearts, were  knit  together  in  love.  To  all  these 
brothers,  delegates  of  the  Christian  Commission  at  Louisville,  I 
desire  to  return  grateful  acknowledgements  for  their  co-operation 
and  kindness.  To  the  committee  and  secretary  I  am  under  obli- 
gations for  the  continued  favor  in  which  they  have  held  the  work 
under  my  directions. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  F.  LOYD, 
Agent  United  States  Christian  Cammissum, 
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Seport  of  Bey.  W.  A.  Lawrence  of  Harch  from  Atlanta,  and  work  at 
Savannah,  Georgia. 

Savannah,  Januaby  15th,  1865. 
Rev.  E.  p.  Smith, 

Dear  Sir. 

Our  Mission  in  this  Army  is  over.  I  leave  for  New  York  to- 
morrow; and  now  I  ought  to  give  you  some  slight  sketch  at  least  of 
our  work  since  we  left  Atlanta.  I  almost  wish  we  could  forget  the 
Commission  and  its  duties  for  a  moment,  that  I  might  describe  a  few 
of  the  striking  features  of  this  wonderful  campaign.  The  long  line 
of  fire  came  pouring  down  on  us  at  Atlanta  like  a  column  of  vol- 
canic lava  as  Sherman  rolled  up  the  railroad  with  him  and  as  the  rear 
guard  came  down  from  the  Etowah.  Then  the  awful  burning  of 
Atlanta — the  long  lines  of  blue  moving  silently  Away  from  the  burn- 
ing city  and  plunging  into  the  unknown  forests — who  could  tell 
whither?  Then  the  incidents  of  the  campaign,  the  crossing  of 
swamps  and  rivers,  the  building  of  bridges  and  corduroy  roads,  the 
taking  of  Milledgeville,  the  burning  of  houses  and  depots,  and  rail- 
roads and  bridges  and  villages  and  everything  that  would  bum — 
the  "foraging  liberally  on  the  country,'*  the  investment  of  Savan- 
nah, the  taking  of  Forl^ McAllister,  the  arrival  of  supplies,  the  evac- 
uation of  the  city,  our  triumphal  entry  and  general  jubilee, — all 
these  would  interest  you  much,  but  I  have  to  ask  you,  instead,  to 
follow  the  fortunes  of  your  two  agents,  Arthur  Lawrence  and  myself 
as  we  tajje  up  the  line  of  march  with  the  Army ;  Arthur  in  the  right 
wing.  General  Howard's,  and  I  in  the  left.  General  Slocum's. 

Our  object  in  accompanying  the  army,  was  to  make  ourselves 
acquainted  with  its  wants  and  the  way  to  meet  them,  and  be  ready 
to  introduce  such  men  or  supplies  as  might  meet  us,  at  the  terminus 
of  the  campaign  to  the  Army,  so  as  to  render  the  most  efficieiit  assis- 
tance possible.  • 

We  expected  that  a  march  of  fifteen  miles  a  day  with  the  delay 
and  labor  connected  with  three  meals  and  camping  at  night  would 
take  all  our  time  on  the  march,  and  it  very  nearly  did  it.  Still  there 
were  times  when  we  could  remind  ourselves  of  our  work  by  carrying 
a  poor  tired  fellow's  gun  or  knapsack  when  the  ambulances  were 
full.  Often — ^far  too  often — the  ambulance  moving  on  the  same  as  - 
ever  becomes  some  poor  fellow's  death-bed,  and  at  night  bis  grave  is 
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dug  beside  the  road,  a  board  roughly  inscribed  with  his  name  and 
regiment,  is  put  up  at  its  head,  and  the  poor  fellow  is  left  to  his  rest 
in  the  heart  of  rebeldom,  and, all  we  do  is  to  take  a  full  memorandum 
to  send,  as  soon  as  we  reach  Savannah,  to  his  friends  at  home,  tell- 
ing them  when  and  where  he  was  buried  and  all  those  little  particu- 
lars that  we  know  are  so  precious  to  friends  as  the  last  memento  of 
a*  loved  one. 

Moving  on  in  this  way  from  day  to  day  finding  a  rich,  fertile 
country  before  us  and  leaving  what  the  boys  called  a  '^  black  streak  *' 
thirty  to  fifty  miles  in  width,  behind  us,  we  arrived  before  Savan- 
nah on  the  11th  of  December.  On  the  13th  Fort  McAllister  was 
taken  (where  one  of  us  had  the  ple&sureof  administering  a  little  of 
the  rebel  c-omi^andant's  wine  to  one  of  his  wounded  men  neglected 
by  hiff  own  surgeon)  and  communication  was  open.  Then  for  the 
next  week  we  haunted  the  landing  places  at  King's  Bridge  and  the 
"Rice  Mills,?  looking  for  supplies  from  the  Commission.  None 
came  just  then  and  we  could  not  well  expect  them  while  as  yet  the 
Army  was  not  half  supplied  with  rations. 

While  waiting  here,  one  evening  we  were  out  for  a  little  walk  and 
were  returning  through  the  woods  near  General  Blair's  Head-Quar- 
ters, when  all  at  once  among  the  thick  trees  on  our  right  arose  a 
Hymn  of  praise  to  God.  Guided  by  the  sou^  and  the  dim  light  of 
their  fire  reflected  on  the  trees,  we  made  our  way  to  the  spot  and 
found,  gathered  in  a  half  circle  round  a  fire  so  shielded  as  to  be 
almost  invisible  from  the  road,  some  twenty  Christian  soldiers  engaged 
in  the  worship  of  God. 

We  entered  the  circle  and  joined  in  the  hymn, 

**  Am  I  a  soldier  of  the  cross, 
A  follower  of  the  Lamb." 

After  'the  hymn  was  over,  noticing  that  we  were  observed  with 
some  curiosity,  I  rose  and  told 'them  who  we  were;  that  we  were 
agents  of  the  Christian  Commission,  sent  along  with  the  expedition, 
and  were  waiting  for  supplies;  that  we  were  the  representatives  of 
the  Christian  people  of  the  North,  and  of  their  interest  in  the  sol- 
dier ;  that  that  interest  was  increasing  every  day,  as  shown  by  the 
support  they  gave  us;  and  I  only  wished  that  their  friends  at  home 
could  look  in  upon  them  now,  and  see  how,  in  the  midst  of  aU.  the 
discouragement  of  campaign  life,  their  hearts  were  still  war^i  to- 
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wards  God.  With  a  few  words  of  encouragement  to  an  open  and 
manly  Christian  life,  I  had  finished,  when  one  of  the  soldiers  rose 
from  his  log  seat  and  welcomed  us  in  a  speech  which  I  wish  yery 
much  I  could  report  to  you  in  full,  but  still  some  parts  of  it  I  can 
give  almost  verbatim. 

"We  are  glad,"  he  says,  "to  see  the  members  of  the  Christian 
Commission  among  us.  This  is  the  Christian  Association  of  the 
44th  Illinois.  We  number  about  forty  members,  and  we  have 
banded  together  for  the  purpose  of  supporting  each  other  in  our 
Christian  course.  We  have  held  these  meetings  all  along  thq 
march,  and  now  we  have  them  every  evening.  We  feel  that  they 
do  us  good.  Some  of  us  have  to  be  on  guard  every  night,  but  every 
man  is  always  here  when  he  cau  be.  We  are  glad  the  Chris- 
tian Commission  is  along.  We  know  the  Commission.  We 
found  it  at  Marietta  and  Atlanta,  and  its  books  and  papers. 
I  don't  know  what  we  should  have  done  without  thcim.  Tell  our 
friends  in  the  Sorih  that  we  are  glad  they  do  not  forget  us;  that 
we  have  a  good  many  struggles,  but  we  still  try  to  press  on.  Tell 
them  to  pray  for  us,  and  that  we  always  pray  for  them."  With  a 
hearty  shake  of  the  hand,  after  the  meeting  was  closed  we,  left  them, 
feeling  better  and  stronger  ourselves,  and  with  firmer  hopes  for  our 
country,  so  long  as  it  has  such  prayers  and  such  defenders. 

On  the  21st  of  December  we  entered  Savannah.  The  provost  mar- 
shal told  me  to  select  any  rooms  I  pleased  in  the  city,  and  they  would 
assign  them.  I  took  a  fine  store  on  Bay  street,  near  the  Exchange 
and  post  office,  about  a  hundred  feet  by  forty,  good  ware  room  in 
cellar,  and  two  rooms  over  head,  very  suitable  for  reading  room 
and  library,  or  office — -just  such  quarters,  and  in  just  the  location 
we  wanted,  and  they  were  promptly  assigned  to  us. 

Hearing  that  supplies  were  at  Hilton  Head,  but  detained  on  ac- 
count of  transportation,  Arthur  Lawrence  soon  secured  that  by  an 
interview  with  General  Foster,  and  very  soon  supplies  began  to  ar- 
rive. I  fitted  up  our  room  with  writing  desks  for  fifty  men  at  a 
time,  and  from  two  to  three  hundred  letters  were  written  daily,  and 
those  which  had  no  stamp  (about  two-thirds  of  the  whole)  we  stamped 
at  night  (when  stamps  could  be  had)  and  forwarded.  For  curiosity 
sake  I  counted  a  hundred  letters  taken  at  random  one  night,  and 
found  them  directed,  forty-two  to  "  Mr.,"  thirty-five  to  "  Mrs.,"  and 
twenty- three  to  "Miss."     From  this  majority  of  one-sixth  of  the 
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whole  for  the  feminine  side  of  the  house,  and  various  other  relations, 
in  which  the  figures  might  be  made  to  hold,  those  inclined  to  philo- 
sophize can  draw  their  own  inferences. 

It  was  surprising  to  see  the  eagerness  and  thankfulness  with 
which  our  supplies  were  received.  Men,  who  had  been  without 
any  kind  of  reading  for  almost  two  months,  were  hungry  for  some 
solid  and  substantial  food  for  thought,  and  those  who  knew  their 
families  had  been  in  an  agony  of  s^aspense  in  regard  to  their  safety 
all  through  the  campaign,  were  delighted  to  find  pen,  ink,  paper, 
writing-desk  and  stamps  in  waiting  for  them,  free ;  and  the  sta- 
tionery brought  to  them  in  camp,  sometimes  ten  and  fifteen  miles 
from  Savannah,  by  the  chaplain.  I  believe  there  is  no  noble  or 
more  faithful  body  of  men  on  the  face  of  the  earth  than  the  chap- 
lains in  Sherman's  army,  that  have  held  their  position  up  to  the 
present  time.  By  meails  of  the  chaplain's  meeting  ^very  week, 
we  were  in  constant  communication  with  them,  and  kept  up  meet- 
ings every  evening  that  were  usually  crowded  with  soldiers  eager 
to  be  instructed  in  the  Word.  Some  eight  or  ten  chaplains  labored 
with  us,  distributing  our  stores  day  after  day,  not  confining  them- 
selves to  their  own  regiments,  but  acting  in  every  respect  as  dele- 
gates of  the  Christian  Commission.  All  the  while  the  chaplains 
were  distributing  our  stores  in  the  surrounding  camps,  our  rooms 
in  Savannah  were  thronged  from  morning  till  night.  We  opened 
one  morning  at  nine  o'clock  with  a  stock  of  four  thousand  books 
and  papers,  and  at  two  o'clock,  P.  M.  the  whole  were  gone,  and 
almost  every  one  taken  frpm  the  counter — a  book  or  paper  to  each 
man  who  presented  himself.  You  can  judge  of  the  continual 
crowd  and  procession  of  men  in  and  out  in  order  to  have  distributed 
that  amount  of  stores  in  those. five  hours.  It  would  be  impossible 
to  give  you  any  idea  of  the  thankfulness  with  which  these  stores  of 
reading,  thread,  needles,  buttons,  pens,  ink,  paper,  &c.,  were  re- 
ceived by  the  men.  Some  regiments  would  send  in  a  man  to  thank 
us.  The  "Irish  Legion"  gave  three  cheers  for  the  Christian  Com- 
mission. "There  is  something  in  Christianity  after  all,"  said  a 
man  as  he  left  our  counter  one  day,  and  such  a  conviction  was 
written  pretty  legibly  on  the  faces  of  many  as  they  went  away, 
who  had  come  in  carelessly  "just  to  see  what  we  had  to  sell."  So 
the  work  has  gone  on  till  now  the  middle  of  January.  Rev.  Mr. 
Spencer,   of  the  New  York  branch,  is  coming  down  from  Hilton 
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Head,  and  I  leave  to-morrow  for  the  North.  Two  corps  of  Sher- 
man's army  have  already  moved  into  the  heart  of  *South  Carolina. 
The  other  two  corps  will  soon  follow,  and  if  the  army  swings  loose 
again  from  its  base,  there  will  be  the  same  need  of  meeting  them  at 
their  new  base  as  there  was  at  Savannah.  If  this  brief  report  of 
our  work  at  Savannah,  shall  be  in  the  slightest  degree  instrumental 
in  encouraging  the  Commission  to  be  prompt  and  generous  in  their 
next  supply  for  this  noble  army,  then  so  long  deprived  of  our  min- 
istrations and  so  eager  to  receive  them  always,  then  will  we  be  as 
thankful  to  God  for  the  success  of  our  report,  as  for  the  sujjcess  of 
the  mission  which  it  sketches. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  sir^  in  the  Commission,  very  respectfully 
your  obedient  servant, 

William  A.  Lawrence. 
Agent  U.  Si  Christian  Commimon. 


Beport  of  the  Department  of  ITorth  Carolinii. 

The  combined  advance  of  General  Sherman  and  General  Scho- 
field  into  North  Carolina,  about  the  1st  of  April  1865,  had  filled 
that  State  with  our  soldiers,  and  the  hospitals  at  the  principal 
military  posts  with  sick  and  wounded. 

The  New  York  Branch  of  the  Commission,  working  from  New- 
born as  a  base,  had  early  established  stations  also  at  Wilmington, 
Goldsboro*  and  Raleigh.  Mrs.  Bickerdyke,  special  nurse  in  Sher- 
man's army,  had  been  supplied  at  the  Central  Office  with  certain 
stores,  and  accompanied  by  Messrs.  Decker,  Martin  and  Crane  of 
the  Commission,  had  established  herself  at  Beaufort  as  general 
matron  of  the  hospital,  which  contained  some  fifteen  hundred 
patients  in  the  most  deplorable  condition.  Crane  soon  left  from  ill 
health,  Martin  remained  with  Mrs.  Bickerdyke,  and  Decker — ^who 
as  a  business  man  and  lately  an  officer  in  the  army,  was  the  right 
man  in  the  right  place, — ^Went  North  at  once  for  supplies.  I  met 
him  at  Washington,  and  the  next  day  two  hundred  and  twelve  boxes 
and  barrels  left  our  Washington  warehouse  for  North  Carolina. 
About  one  half  of  these  were  left  at  Newbem,  and  the  remainder 
sent  on  to  Beaufort.     May  1st,  I  was  sent  from  the  Central  Office 
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into  North  Carolina,  to  note  what  was  needed  and  especially  to 
consult  with  Rev.  Mr.  Rodman,  Agent  of  New  York  Branch,  in 
regard  to  what  might  be  done  for  the  large  number  of  troops  in  the 
central  and  western  part  of  the  State.  I  was  received  very  cor- 
dially by  Mr.  Rodman,  and  went  on  at  once  to  Beaufort,  where  I 
found  Mrs.  Bickerdyke  in  high  spirits  over  ihe  supplies  from 
Washington;  saw  the  "boys"  at  dinner,  with  the  pickles,  vege- 
tables and  delicacies  disappearing  with  marvellous  celerity;  found 
Mr.  Martin  doing  an  excellent  work, among  the  patients,  spiritually 
and  cheerily^  and  left  that  afternoon  for  Goldsboro'.  Here  we  had  a 
station  in  charge  of  Mr.  Selleck,  with  two  delegates  and  Chaplain 
Allington  an  old  acquaintance  of  ours  at  Nashville  and  Chatta- 
nooga. There  were  a  few  troops  still  here,  with  a  camp  and  hospi- 
tal at  some  distance  from  the  station  in  which  the  delegates  were 
at  work.  Going  directly  thence  to  Wilmington,  I  was  glad  to  find 
there  in  charge  with  two. men,  our  old  Knoxville  delegate,  Rev. 
Mr.  Thomas,  and  also  Messrs.  Brundette  and  Hoblitt  of  the  Sani- 
tary Commission,  Chaplain  Kent,  and  Misses  Shelton  and  Cunning- 
ham of  the  Hospital  Diet  Kitchen,  but  was  very,  very  sad  to  learn 
that  Mrs.  George,  the  true  soldier's  friend  and  mother,  from  In- 
diana, who  used  to  work  so  hard  on  the  Atlanta  campaign,  had  just 
died  at  her  post,  of  that  terrible  Wilmington  fever.      * 

Here  were  from  two  to  three  hundred  sick,  and  some  two  thou- 
sand very  destitute  and  sickly  refugees  in  camp.  The  hospital  at 
Smithville  had  one  of  our  diet  kitchens,  and  was  well  supplied  by 
the  Sanitary  Commission.  From  Wilmington  I  returned  to 
Goldsboro',  and  thence  to  Raleigh.  Here  I  found  Mr.  Downer  a 
very  efficient  man  in  charge,  with  three  delegates,  but  with  abso- 
lutely no  supplies  except  a  few  cotton  socks.  I  saw  General 
Schofield's  Chief  Quartermaster  Colonel  Boyd,  who  had  his  intro- 
duction to  the  Christian  Commission  in  Libby  Prison.  He  gave 
me  a  very  cordial  promise  of  every  proper  facility  on  all  the  rail- 
roads in  the  State. 

I  had  now  been  over  the  whole  field  of  our  operations  in  North 
Carolina  up  to  the  date  of  May  15th,  and  the  following  was 

THE   SITUATION. 

East  of  Raleigh,  plenty  of  men,  but  not  enough  supplies  even 
at  Newborn  the  base;  still  le3S  at  Gt)ld8boro';  still 'less  at  Wil- 
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mington,  and  at  Raleigh  none  at  ally  not  so  much  as  a  newspaper 
or  testament.  But  one  hundred  miles  still  further^ from  Newborn, 
and  west  of  Raleigh,  lay  five  thousand  troops  at  Greensboro' ;  fifty 
miles  beyond  and  south  of  them,  lay  five  thousand  more  at  Salis- 
bury; and  fifty  miles  still  further  south,  five  thousand  more  at 
Charlotte.  The  three  divisions,  in  short,  of  the  Twenty-third 
corps — ^the  main  body  of  troops  in  the  State,  and  unreached  by 
either  CWistian  or  Sanitary  Commission. 

Mr.  Rodman's  line  of  supplies  had  dwindled,  as  we  have  seen,  from 
a  cart-path  down  to  a  squirrel  track'  and  actually  "gone  up"  at 
Raleigh.  There  was  no  use,  therefore,  in  trying  to  push  that  line 
any  further  westward  and  so  it  was  agreed,  as  I  met  Mr.  Rodman 
at  the  station,  that  if  anything  could  be  done  for  the  Twenty-third 
Corps,  it  should  come  from  the  Central  Office. 

I  returned  to  Philadelphia,  (stopping  just  long  enough  in  New- 
born to  send  some  stores  to  Wilmington  and  Raleigh,  from  those 
left  by  Mr.  Bangs,)  and  immediately  on  my  arrival  E.  Snell,  Esq., 
was  sent  to  open,'  if  possible,  a  shorter  route  to  Greensboro  and . 
beyond,  by  way  of  City  Point,  South  Side  Railroad  and  Danville. 
Mr.  Snell  succeeded  in  getting  through  from  Richmond  to  Greens- 
boro and  thence  to  Raleigh,  where  he  met  Mr.  Woodruff  and  stores 
which  had  been  sent  meanwhile  by  way  of  Newborn,  and  returning 
to  Greensboro,  established  a  station  about  the  first  week  in  June, 
which  he  reported  as  very  successful,  but  his  health  failing  (a  fact 
which  is  easily  accounted  for  in  a  man  who  has  been  ridden  once  on 
the  Richmond  and  Danville  railroad,)  he  returned  North  without 
reaching  the  ten  thousand  troops  farther  south  at  Salisbury  and 
Charlotte,  or  establishing  the  "Through  Freight"  line  by  way  of 
City  Point.  But  meanwhile  Rev.  T.  R.  Noble,  well  known  in  the 
Commission,  had  offered  to  try  the  experiment,  and  left  Washington 
with  a  large  invoice  of  stores,, adding  others  at  City  Point.  I  soon 
received  from  him  the  following  telegram: — "Greensboro,  June  12. 
Agents  and  anti-scorbutics  are  needed  at  Charlotte  and  Salisbury. 
My  stores  must  be  distributed  here.     Shall  return  soon." 

This  made  two  things  certain : — First,  that  there  must  be  great 
need  all  along  the  line,  as  all  this  large  invoice  must  be  distributed 
at  Greensboro  already  repeatedly  supplied.  How  much  greater 
then  the  need  at  Salisbury  and  Charlotte.  Second,  that  Mr.  Noble 
could  not  remain  long  enough,  and  had  not  help  enough  to  establish 
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stations  at  these  two  important  posts.  Receiving  this  telegram  the 
13th  of  June,  I  succeeded  in  enlisting  four  tried  men — Messrs. 
Goodwin,  Love,  Austin  and  Galcott— for  the  work  in  North  Caro- 
lina, selected  a  good  invoice  of  stores  for  a  new  field,  and  taking 
Mr.  Decker, — ^my  right-hand  man  in  Washington — left  for  City 
Point.  In  three  days  w6  reached  Greenshoro,  with  Mr.  Goodwin 
sick.  Unshipped  our  stores,  a  process  we  had  abeady  repeated, 
several  times  on  the  way  (Southern  railroads  have  as  many  different 
gauges  as  there  are  "  State  Rights  '*)  divided  them  properly  for  two 
new  stations,  and  next  day  w^  had  left  Austin  with  stores  at  Salis- 
bury, and  arrived  with  Deacon  Love  and  stores  at  Charlotte,  and 
the  line  was  up.  The  chain  of  communication  between  Ghristain 
hearts  at  home  and  the  farthest  soldier  in  North  Carolina  was  now 
complete  at  last,  and  I  returned  to  Washington  thankful.  I  shall 
let  the  work  now  speak  for  itself,  in  the  following  extracts  from 
the  letters  of  the  laborers : — 

GREENSBORO. 

"  Supplies  arrived  late  to-day  "  (July  3d)  "  Shall  deliver  them 
to-morrow  at  Salisbury  and  Charlotte.  Found  Mr.  Goodwin  low ; 
immediately  removed  him  to  Juuiata  house,  and  now  he  is  nearly 
recovered."  (He  soon  after  returned  home.)  "Surgeons  and  all. 
recipients  of  Christian  Commission  bounty  express  much  satisfac- 
tion and  gratitude.*' 

^^  Morning^  July  4ith. 
"  Stores  distributed  in  season  for  Independence  day,  and  never 
more  needed  or  gratefully  received  here.     It  is  sunrise  and  the 
windows  are  breaking  by  artillery-fire  in  the  inclosure.     I  retreat 
hastily."  "  Dana  Walcott." 

I  must  state,  before  the  next  extract,  that  Mr.  Decker  having 
returned  home,  I  was  fortunate  enough  to  secure  the  services  of 
Mr.  N.  C.  Brackett,  formerly  agent  in  the  Shenandoah  as  agent  for 
the  Twenty-third  Corps,  and  he  arrived  on  the  ground  July  11th. 

''July  15th. 
"I  sent  brother  Bennett  to  Greensboro  with  several  boxes  of 
stores.     He  was  kindly  received  by  surgeons,  a  tent  and  other  con- 
veniences were  provided  for  him.     The  prescribing  physician  of  the 
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hospital,  aflBrmed  that  he  believed  more  lives  had  been  saved  daring 
the  war  by  the  Christian  Commission  than  by  the  Medical  Profes- 
sion." 

"N.  C.  Brackbtt." 

SALISBURY.  (of  CURSED   MEMORY  TO   SO   MANY   PRISONERS.) 

*<  Rooms  U.  S.  OHbisTiAR  Commission,  Mitbpht's  Block,  y 
"Salwburt,  N.  C,  July  1,  1866.         J 

*'W.  A.  Lawrence,  &c. 

"  Sir  : — I  have  the  pleasure  to  repof  t  the  work  at  this  place  to  be 
of  the  most  pleasing  character.  The  Commission  has  received 
marked  attention  from  the  officers  at  this  post,  not  because  of 
favors  bestowed  or  expected,  but  apparently  because  of  its  sacred 
appeal  to  their  attention,  and  the  fitness  of  its  lab9rs  to  the  neces- 
sities of  the  army.  Failing  to  find  the  medical  director,  I  reported  to 
Surgeon  Beach  in  charge  of  the  division  hospital,  and  learning  that 
his  was  the  only  hospital  in  the  place,  and  that  its  destitution  was 
great,  I  delivered  nearly  all  the  hospital  stores  to  him,  for  which  he 
gave  me  his  receipt  and  sent  the  following  acknowledgement: — 

"  *  Field  Hospital,  2nd  Division,  28tp  Army  Corps, 

Salisbury^  June  22,  1865. 
"  'Mr.  Austin: — Allow  me  to  assure  you,  as  agent  of  your  truly 
Christian  Commissionj  that  I  cannot  sufficiently  express  my  grati- 
tude for  the  receipt  of  the  supplies  you  sent  me  this  morning.  Since 
entering  the  army,  nearly  four  years  ago,  it  has  been  my  design  that 
one-tenth  of  the  income  in  my  commission  should  be  appropriated 
to  charitable  purposes  connected  with  the  army.  If  I  have  ever  re- 
gretted that  this  rule  was  adopted,  I  cease  to  regret  it  at  such  a 
time  as  this,  when  just  the  right  articles  reach  the  afflicted  at  just 
such  an  opportune,  moment  as  this. 

" '  [Signed]  W.  Morrow  Beach, 

Surgeon  in  Charge. 

"  I  telegraphed  for  more  supplies,  and  spent  the  interim  in  dis- 
tributing stationery,  reading  matter,  &c.,  visiting  the  hospital  daily 
with  such  grateful  gifts  as  I  had  for  the  sick,  and  pointing  them  to 
Christ.  A  daily  prayer  meeting  was  established  in  a  vacant  ward, 
but  was  afterwards  exchanged  for  brief  religious  exercises  in  the 
difierent  wards  for  the  benefit  of  those  who  were  unable  to  leave 
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their  beds.  These  exercises  were  highly  appreciated  by  the  poor 
sick  boys.  There  was  a  '  Confederate  ward'  in  the  hospital,  where 
were  the  sick  and  wounded  who  had  been  left  at  the  taking  of  the 
place  by  our  forces.  These  poor  sufferers  were  not  forgotten  by 
the  Commission,  and  their  gratitude  was  unbounded.  They  prized 
our  publications  highly;  and  it  was  truly  pleasant  to  see  the 
^  Christian  Banner '  with  its  stars  and  stripes  lying  upon  the  face 
of  one  who  had  so  recently  been  fighting  against  it.  It  is  but  due 
that  I  should  call  the  attention  of  the  Commission  to  Mrs.  Sarah 
Johnson,  who  has,  much  to  her  own  personal  risk  and  sacrifice,  been 
constant  in  her  attention  to  our  soldiers  as  well  as  the  Confederates, 
ever  since  the  hospital  for  United  States  troops  was  established  here. 
The  saddest  work  which  I  have  to  record  is  in  regard  to  the  prison 
cemetery,  to  which  you  especially  directed  my  attention.  The 
records  of  the  dead  have  been  sent  to  the  Adjutant  General's  Office, 
Washington,  D.  C.  The  cemetery  is  said  to  contain  five  thousand — 
nearly  all  buried  without  coffins  and  in  trenches,  so  closely  that  no 
space  intervened,  and  oftentimes  placed  one  upon  another,  when 
the  prisoners  detailed  to  dig  the  graves  had  failed  to  extend  the 
trenches  equal  to  the  mortality.  Only  thirteen  head-boards  are  to 
be  found,  which  are  subjoined.  The  cemetery  of  two  acres  con- 
tains fifteen  trenches,  fifteen  rods  in  length  each.  The  following 
are  the  only  inscriptions  to  be  found,  and  some  of  them  on  rough 
boards  poorly  inscribed : — 

"'E.  W.  Bishop,  Lieutenant  18th  Connecticut  Volunteers,  died 
March  17,  1865.' 

"  ^  Corporal  G.  W.  Manville,  Company  E,  15th  Connecticut  Vol- 
unteer Infantry,  United  States  Army.* 

"  'Charles  S.  Hamstead,  Company  D,  8th  Pennsylvania  Cavalry, 
died  February  1st,  1865.' 

"*Moses.Taylor,  Died  February  2,  1864.' 

*'*  George  Pearson,  Company  D,  4th  Vermont  Regiment,  Died 
April  6,  1864,  aged  18  years.' 

*''26.' 

"  *  C.  C.  Millet,  Company  H,  39th  Massachusetts,  died  November 
15,  1864.*     (Masonic  mark.) 

"  'J.  C.  Menenus,  7th  Michigan,  Company  H,  died  November  8, 
1864.'     (Masonic  mark.) 
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^'  ^  John  Blackburn,  of  Tennessee,  died  December  6,  1864/ 

"  'J.  F.  Hunter,  Comp'anj  H,  90th  Regiment,  Pennsylvania.' 

" '  George  M.  Lycinger,  Company  H,  107th  Pennsylvania,  died 
December  18,  1864.'     (Masonic  mark.) 

"  *  John  Lewis,  aged  84  years.' 

"*T.  Kimble.' 

" '  Charles  G.  Palmer,  Company  G,  Ist  District  Columbia  Cavalry, 
died  January  25,  1865.'     (Masonic  mark.) 

"  *  And- in  the  garden  of  Mrs.  Sarah  Johnaon,  ^  Hugh  Berry,  6th 
Michigan  Cavalry.' 

Mr.  Austin  distributed  here  about  one  hundred  packages  of 
hospital  stores,  including  twelve  barrels  of  pickles. 

CHARLOTTE. 

What  extracts  I  have  given  from  the  letters  of  Mr.  Austin,  at 
Salisbury,  will  apply  almost  word  for  word,  to  both  Charlotte  and 
Greensboro*,  as  given  in  the  letters  of  Dea.  Love,  at  Charlotte, 
and  others  at  Greensboro.  Taking  then  for  brevity's  sake,  the 
letters  from  Salisbury  as  a  specimen,  except  that  Salisbury  was  the 
smallest  station,  I  need  only  add  the  following  from  Charlotte : 

"  Charlotte,  June  23d. 
"Brother  Lawrence: 

^^Dear  Sir — ^Everything  has  worked  well  thus  far.  General 
Thomas  got  me  the  store,  on  the  corner,  and  then  called  to  see  me. 
I  find  the  men  greatly  in  want.  I  had  a  great  run  yesterday ;  gave 
out  Testaments,  hymn-books  and  other  books,  paper,  envelopes, 
thread,  needles,  pins,  &c.,  almost  without  number.  The  men  seem 
to  be  almost  starved  for  Testaments  and  reading  matter  of  all  kinds. 
This  station  has  done  immense  good  among  these  needy  men,  espe- 
cially the  sick.     It  has  already  paid  a  thousand-fold." 

I  need  only  add  the .  following  testimony  from  the  surgeon  and 
chaplain  of  the  hospital  at  Charlotte,  which,  after  alluding  in  very 
complimentary  terms  to  Deacon  Love,  goes  on  to  say: — 

"  The  Medical  Director  of  this  Division,  and  the  chaplain  of  this 
Hospital,  feel  truly  grateful  to  the  Christian  Commission  for  their 
timely  and  liberal  aid  by  the  hands  of  their  efficient  agent.  It  is 
difficult  to  see  how  we  could  have  got  along  with  our  hundreds  of  sick 
without  the  delicacies  so  generously  sent  us.     It  was  at  a  time  when 
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we  seemed  to  be  remote  from  any  efficient  agency  of  the  Sanitai*y 
Commission,  and  when  we  conld  get  little  else  than  the  ordinary 
army  ration,  which  it  is  well-known  is  wholly  unstiited  to  t^e  deli- 
cate taste  of  the  sick.  When  the  pleasantly  flavored  dishes  of 
chicken,  turkey,  mutton  and  beef,  were  daily  handed  round,  with 
canned-fruits  of  various  kinds,  with  jellies,  jams,  butter-crackers, 
pickles,  oranges  and  lemons  and  other  good  things,  these  brave, 
but  suffering  men,  breathed  a  prayer  to  Heaven  for  blessings  on  the 
noble  men  and  women  of  the  Christian  Commission.  Surely  bene- 
volence is  twice  blessed,  blessing  him  that  gives,  and  him  that  receives. 

"Nor  were  these  prostrate  heroes  grateful  only  for  these  minis^ 
trations  to  their  physical  comforts;  the  hearts  swelled  with  still 
greater  warmth  for  the  precious  Bread  of  Life  to  feed  their  souls. 

"  The  religious  book,  paper  and  tract  were  to  these  men,  far 
from  home  and  friends,  during  their  long  and  weary  hours  of  suf- 
fering, like  water  in  a  dry  and  thirsty  land.  And  there  can  be  no 
doubt  that  in  multitudes  of  instances  the  seed  of  the  Word,  thus 
charitably  sown,  was  made  effectual  unto  salvation. 

** Again  we  thank  the  Christian  Commission  and  their  faithful 
and  active  agent,  for  their  kind  and  opportune  aid  to  our  sick  aixd/ 
destitute  soldiers.    Verily,  they  have  their  reward  in  heaven ! 
"(Signed)  «J.  H.  Spurrien, 

Division  Medical  Director. ' 
"Wm.  p.  Koutz, 
Chaplain  128<A  iwc?.,  and  Hospital  Chaplain'' 

I  ought  also,  to  mention,  before  closing  this  report,  that  the 
posts  and  hospitals  at  Burksville  and  Danville  were  supplied  from 
time  to  time  with  stores  for  the  sick,  as  our  supplies  passed 
through  those  stations.  In  general  we  can  say  that  the  troops 
were  thoroughly  and  liberally  supplied  with  reading  matter  and 
stationery  and  the  hospital  supplies;  a  good  judgment  may  be 
formed  from  the  fact  that  there  were  five  hundred  and  fifteen  (515) 
boxes  and  barrels  sent  into  the  Department  under  my  instructions, 
of  which  the  following  was  one  shipment  (125  packages)  and  a  fair 
sample  generally: — 39  barrels  pickres,  8  boxes  farina,  8  boxes  Ja- 
maica ginger,  3  boxes  blackberry-root  syrup,  4  boxes  raspberry 
vinegar,  6  boxes  milk,  1  box  coffee,  6  boxes  tomatoes,  4  boxes  corn- 
starch, 1  box  ink,  box  vanilla  extract,  pens,  holders,  pencils,  shirts, 
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drawers,  &o.,  1  barrel  potatoes,  6  barrels  crackers,  1  keg  tama- 
rinds, 2  boxes  jelly,  3  boxes  cranberry  sauce,  6  boxes  lemons,  5 
boxes  oranges,  1  box  magazines,  2  boxes  stationery,  5  boxes 
reading. 

The  general  usefulness  of  the  work  done  is  shown  in  the  enthusi- 
asm manifested  by  those  engaged  in  it,  becoming  endeared  to  the 
soldiers,  to  each  other,  and  to  the  work  itself,  in  a  way  that  was 
really  touching.  Mr.  Brackett  tells  the  whole  story  of  the  close  in 
a  few  words,  dated  Greensboro,  August  1st,  1865 : — 

*'Our  stores  are  exhausted  to-day,  the  Twenty-third  corps,  as  an 
organization,  ceases  to  exist  and  we  start  for  the  North.** 

Thank  God  for  the  good  record  they  left  behind  them,  and  which 
I  trust  was  looked  down  upon  with  joy  from  above  them. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  A.  Lawrence, 
General  Field  Agent  U.  8.  Ohria.  Cam^nission. 


Sherman's  Army  at  Washing^n. 

On  Wednesday,  May  24th,  1865,  General  Sherman's  Army  passed 
in  review  through  Washington  and  went  into  camp  two  or  three  miles 
north  of  the  city.  In  their  rapid  march  from  Savannah  we  had 
been  able  to  do  but  little  for  them,  except  to  aid  in  caring  for  the 
sick  that  fell  back  into  the  hospital.  But  the  men  in  the  regiments 
had  seen  little  of  the  Commission  since  our  distribution  at  Savan- 
nah. They  were  now  within  reach  and  were  greatly  in  need  of  such 
work  and  relief  as  we  could  give.  But  it  must  come  quickly  ;  this 
was  the  problem.  Given  four  corps,  seventeenth,  fifteenth,  four- 
teenth and  twentieth,  sixty  thousand  veterans,  travel-worn,  tattered 
and  long  neglected  because  long  inaccessible  in  the  wilds  of  Georgia 
and  the  Carolinas,  to  do  the  most  possible  for  them,  temporally  and 
spiritually,  in  ten  days. 

With  willing  hearts  and  ready  hands  at  command,  the  solution 
was  soon  reached.  A  station  was  organized  in  each  corps  and  man- 
ned with  six  workers — one  in  charge  of  the  religious  work  proper — 
one  in  charge  of  hospital  supplies,  and  four  for  the  general  work 
which  always  combines  the  two. 
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The  organization  was  effected  and  stations  put  up  by  Friday,  and 
on  Saturday  with  sixteen  Government  wagon  loads  of  supplies, 
twenty-four  men  were  at  work — and  at  work  they  were.  I  never  be- 
fore saw  men  labor  with  such  enthusiasm.  ]^very  night  requisitions 
from  each  corps  were  brought  into  Washington,  and  made  up,  and 
taken  out  by  the  wagons  next  morning.  But  every  day  a  special  mes- 
senger would  come  in  from  each  corps  about  as  regular  as  sunrise,  hot 
and  excited  and  "Jtfn<"  on  having  more  supplies  for  "our  corps." 
"More  paper,  more  pens,  more  pickles,  more  blackberry  cordial, 
more  Testaments,  more  Hymn  Books, — ^why  the  boys  are  actually 
starving  for  something  to  read  and  something  to  eat  along  with  their 
hard-tack."  "Is  that  all  you  can  give  us  to-day?  Why,  that  won't 
last  two  hours !"  "  Can't  help  it ;  it's  your  sharej  and  there  is  plenty 
more  on  the  way  from  Philadelphia — will  be  here  to-morrow." 
"  Those  teams  yesterday  missed  their  way  and  didn't  get  to  us  till 
after  three  o'clock,  and  it's  all  gone  now  but  a  few  shirts  and  some 
of  those  *  little  books,'  give  us  everything  you  can:"  and  the  mes- 
senger would  go  back  to  his  work  again,  and  Mr.  Decker  would  go 
on  with  his  "hurrying  up."  We  found  a  great  advantage  in  the 
fact  that  our  delegates  had  pitched  their  tents  and  made  their  home 
right  in  the  midst  of  the  soldiers.  The  "Boys"  adopted  them  at 
once  into  that  great  family  as  soon  as  they  saw  them  unpacking. 
"  Going  into  camp  with  us,  are  you  ?  That's  bully ;  hope  you  won't 
find  us  here  long  though.  Hear  anything  said  about  our  being  mus- 
tered out?  Say,  if  you  want  any  help  'bout  putting  up  that  tent 
(looking  at  some  of  our  *  Reverends'  in  their  shirt-sleeves,  doing 
their  best  at  '  lengthening  the  cords  and  strengthening  the  stakes ' 
of  their  new  Zion)  I'll  get  some  of  the  boys  over  here  incur  com- 
pany— more  used  to  that  thing  than  you  are: — got  anything  good 
to  eat  in  them  boxes?  got  any  writing  paper?"  and  in  two  or  three 
days  the  tents  of  the  Christian  Commission  were  as  well  known  and 
as  much  a  part  of  the  camp  as  "Division  Head- Quarters,"  and  the 
delegates  talking  as  naturally  of  "  our  corps  "  as  if  they  had  marched 
through  from  Atlanta.  It  was  this  ready  sympathy  on  both  sides 
perhaps  that  made  the  efforts  of  our  delegates  so  immediately  suc- 
cessful in  promoting  a  religious  interest  among  the  soldiers.  Each 
station  had  a  large  chapel  tent  capable  of  holding,  in  and  around,  its 
sides  rolled  up,  as  many  soldiers  as  could  well  listen  to  one  voice, 
and  every  evening  these  were  thronged  and  the  interest  intense  in 
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every  corps,  but  especially  in  the  fourteenth,  General  Thomas'  old 
corps,  and  one  in  which  the  Commission  had  been  able  to  do  the 
most  in  the  West.  In  this  corps  the  conyersions  were  numbered  by 
scores,  how  many,  of  cqfirse,  it  is  impossible  to  say,  but  it  is  sufficient 
cause  of  rejoicing  that  many  were  manifest.  It  is  impossible  to  put 
on  paper  any  adequate  description  of  the  woA  done  in  these  few 
days,  but  perhaps  the  best  way  of  doing  something  towards  this  will 
be  to  give  a  few  extracts  from  the  reports  of  each  of  the  corps. 

SEVENTBBNTH  CORPS — DR.  MORRISON'S  REPORT. 

On  May  25th,  I  was  assigned  to  labor  in  the  Seventeenth  corps. 

May  27th. — Went  out  to  camp,  opened  stores,  commenced  distri- 
bution of  stationery  and  reading*  matter.  Had  good  prayer- 
meeting  in  evening;  addressed  the  soldiers  and  prayed  with  them. 

May  29th. — Preached  at  10  a.  m.  General  Leggett  and  large 
audience  present.  Earnest  and  respectful  attention.  At  4  P.  M., 
preached  to  the  Twenty-fifth  Wisconsin.  Addressed  the  meeting 
in  tent  at  7  P.  M. 

May  30th. — Chapel  tent  erected.      Preached  in  evening  to  a 
large,  earnest  audience.     Deep  feeling  among  the  soldiers. 

May  31st. — Took  part  in  the  meetings  at  10  A.  M.,  and  at  7 
p.  M.    Interest  increasing. 

June  Ist. — Short  addresses  in  tent  at  10  a.  m.  Preached  at  8 
p.  M.,  in  Thirty-first  Illinois;  large  solemn  meeting.  Preached  at, 
6  P.  M.,  in  30th  Illinois.  In  both  places  the  regiment  was  brought 
out  in  full.  Services  had  reference  to  the  death  of  our  lamented 
President.     Good  meeting  at  4  p.  M.,  in  tent. 

June  2d. — At  7  P.  M.,  more  than  ordinary  interest  felt.  Ad- 
dressed in  words  of  catUioUy  warning  and  encouragement. 

June  3d. — Preached  in  evening.  Cheering  meeting.  Less  noise, 
but  deep  solemn  feeling. 

June  4th. — ^Expounded  scripture,  and  prayer.  Our  young 
brother  Walcott  spoke  beautifully  and  tenderly.  I  addressed  the 
evening  meeting;  still  earnest,  tender  feeling. 

June  5th. — Good  meeting  both  at  10  A.  M.,  and  7  P.  M.,  though 
many  gone. 

June  7th. — Troops  gone, — tents  and  stores  removed  to  the  city. 

[After  a  few  words  of  personal  acknowledgments,  the  doctor  goes 
on  to  say :] 
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The  other  brethren  assigned  to  the  Seventeenth  corps  will  make 
their  individual  reports.  Some  of  them  were  with  us  but  a  few 
days.  Those  who  remained  to  the  last  labored  most  pleasantly 
and  efficiently.  We  became  a  band  of  brothers  in  our  Master's 
work,  and  are  glad  to  remember  the  happy  days  spent  under  your 
kind  supervision. 

I  fondly  hope,  that  through  the  Spirit  and  blessing  of  God  accom- 
panying the  means  employed,  great  and  lasting  good  may  result  to 
the  souls  of  manyof  our  brave  soldiers ;  and  that  eternity  may  un- 
fold a  bright  revenue  of  glory,  in  the  salvation  of  many  precious 
soulsthrbugh  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord. 

Yours  sincerely,  John  W.  Morrison. 

Rev.  Mr.  Gardner  has  furnished  many  interesting  statements. 
My  space  for  this  corps  will  only  allow  a  few  extracts : 

Station  of  the  Christiah  Com.,  17th  Army  Corps^  \ 

NEAR  Washington,     / 

Rev.  Mr.  Lawrence,  Field  Agent,  ^c. : 

I^have  labored  with  this  corps  for  two  weeks.  The  facilities  for 
work  have  been  good,  and  it  is  evident  that  these  war-worn  vet- 
erans have  appreciated  the  work  done  for  them,  and  been  spiritually 
blessed.  I  have  given  little  time  to  the  distribution  of  i^anitary 
stores — that  part  of  the  work  being  assigned  more  especially  to 
other  hands.  I  have  tried  to  do  these  men  good,  spiritually.  I 
have  attended  many  prayer-meetings,  and  preached  nearly  every 
day— i-Sundays  twice.  These  meetings  have  been  intensely  inter- 
esting. The  attendance  has  been  good,  and  very  many  Christian 
soldiers  have  been*  quickened  and  encouraged  in  their  religious  life, 
and  some  have  been  hopefully  converted  to  God.  We  hope  also 
seed  has  been  sown  that  will  spring  up  in  the  future  and  bear 
fruit  to  the  glory  of  God.  One  evening  I  had  preached  from  the 
words,  '^Behold  the  lamb  of  God  that  taketh  away  the  sin  of  the 
world.'*  After  the  sermon  very  many  testified  to  the  saving, 
power  of  His  blood ;  and  before  the  meeting  closed  something  like 
thirty  rose  to  request  special  prayer  for  their  souls.  One  has  ex- 
pressed hope  and  written  me  the  following: — 

"I  want  to  be  a  soldier  of  Jesus  Christ.  I  will  try  to  serve  the 
Lord — and  I  hope  you  will  pray  for  me  that  I  may  hold  out  to  the 
end.''     This  man  subsequently  told  me  how  he  went  out  into  the 
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grove  by  the  moon  light  to  pray — ^how,  after  he  knelt,  two  soldiers 
came  along — ^how  he  was  tempted  to  desist  from  prayer — ^how  he 
was  strengthened  to  go  on  with  his  petitions — «nd  how  he  had  found 
great  peace  and  joy  in  believing  in  Christ.  He  said  to  me  as  he 
was  about  to  leave  with  his  division: — "God  bless  yon,  my  broths, 
for  coming  to  work  for  the  soldiers.  You  have  been  the  means  of 
saving  my  poor  soul.*' 

I  might  give  interesting  extracts  to  almost  any  extent  from  let- 
ters received  from  Christian  soldiers.  Some  speak  of  praying  wives, 
some  of  family  altars ;  many  of  praying  mothers,  aU  of  the  love  of 
Christ.  Many  of  the  soldiers  expressed  themselves  grateful  for  the 
work  of  the  Christian  Commission.     One  sa/s: — 

"Ood  bless  the  Christian  Commission,  and  the  delegates,  who 
leave  their  homes  to  come  into  this  camp  to  do  the  soldiers  good, 
spiritually.  I  have  been  a  soldier  of  Christ  for  nearly  seventeen 
years,  and  I  can  truthfully  say,  these  meetings,  these  happy  asso- 
ciations have  done  me  good ;  and  I  believe  not  me  only,  but  scores 
of  others.  They  are  to  me  like  the  shadow  of  a  great  rock  in  a 
weary  land.  These  appear  to  me  times  of  refreshing  that  come 
from  the  presence  of  the  Lord. 

"If  it  please  God  that  I  get  home  soon  to  my  wife  and  children, 
we  will  talk  thankfully  of  the  happy  hours  we  spent  with  the  dear 
ministers  of  Jesus  Christ  who  came  out  to  labor  for  the  spiritual 
welfare  of  the  Seventeenth  Army  Corps." 

Such  expressions  as  these  were  and  are  very  encouraging.  The 
work  has  been  very  sweet.  Jesus  has  been  with  us.  He  is  going 
home  with  these  soldiers,  and  he  will  be  "favorable  to  his  land" 
for  their  sake. 

In  my  ministerial  life,  I  have  seen  no  more  decisive  evidence  of 
the  power  of  truth  and  the  reality  of  the  Christian's  hope,  than  since 
I  have  been  here.  May  the  Lord  water  and  bless  the  seed — sown 
in  feebleness  and  faith.  • 

Our  Christian  brotherhood  at  the  station  has  been  delightful — a 
foretaste  of  heaven.  Presbyterian,  Methodist,  Congregational,  Bap- 
tist— ^we  have  been  all  one  in  Christ  Jesus. 

This  Commission  will  soon  close  up  its  work, — its  influence  wilt 
never  die.  It  is  the  marvel  of  the  age.  Such  a  realization  of  the 
great  ideal  of  Christian  charity  as  the  world  never  before  has  seen. 
It  is  sublime  evidence  that  God's  people  are  all  essentially  one  in 
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Christ  Jesus ;  and  that  Christian  lore  is  the  strongest  power  in  the 
hearts  of  true  believers. 

"Glory  be  to  God  on  high.*'  "He  maketh  wars  to  cease  under 
th€  whole  heaven." 

Very  truly  your  brother, 

George  W.  Gardner. 

twentieth  corps — prom  report  op  rev.  s.  h.  lee. 

Waskingtany  June  ISthy  1865. 

Brother  Lawrence: — The  following  brief  report  of  my  work  is 
submitted  according  to  your  request.  Being  plac^  in  charge  of 
the  religious  work  in  the  corps,  I  shall  state  facts  of  a  general  na- 
ture and  such  as  concern  myself  particularly. 

Religious  services  were  held  every  Sabbath  in  different  parts  of 
the  corps  by  the  delegates,  and  on  other  days,  when  strength  was 
sufficient.  But  our  principal  religious  meetings  were  held  in  the 
chapel.  It  was  no  sooner  erected  than  it  was  filled.  The  first 
evening  (there  being  yet  no  seats)  the  ground  was  covered  with 
attentive  hearers.  The  soldiers  of  Sherman's  Army  having  been 
entirely  deprived  of  all  privileges,  religious,  intellectual  and  social, 
were  hungry  for  meetings.  One  said  he  had  not  been  to  such  a 
service  for  a  year,  and  it  seemed  like  getting  out  of  prison,  to  get 
into  a  place  of  prayer.  Preaching  of  the  plainest,  most  direct  kind, 
was  listened  to  with  solemn  interest.  I  never  saw  an  audience  more 
attentive  and  appreciative.  Throughout  our  stay  this  continued  to 
be  the  character  of  our  meetings, — full,  solemn,  earnest.  After  the 
sermon,  the  soldiers  were  very  free  in  conducting  the  social  meeting. 
Those  prayer-meetings  were  models.  I  wish  it  were  possible  to  open 
one  of  them  to  the  view  of  every  church  in  stiff  New  England.  It 
would  be  a  lesson  which  many  a  good  deacon  would  never  forget^ 
and  it  might  inspire  many  a  young  man  properly  to  improve  and 
appreciate  his  advantages.  The  numbers  did  not  diminish  till  the 
regiments  began  to  move  for  home. 

Rev.  James  Land  says: — "I  entered  upon  my  work  as  a  delegate 
of  the  Christian  Commission,  on  the  24th  of  May.  With  the  excep- 
tion of  the  first  day  (when  I  visited  the  Michigan  Brigade  of  Sheri- 
dan's Cavalry)  my  time  has  been  spent  with  the  Twentieth  Army 
Corps.  My  time  was  given  chiefly  to  the  Second  Division,  in  dis- 
tributing reading-matter,  paper,  thread,  pencils,  &c.     As  I  dealt 
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oat  supplies,  I  took  occasion  to  converse  with  the  men  on  the  inter- 
ests of  the  soul.  A  5th  Connecticut  soldier  gave  a  verj  interesting 
account  of  his  experience.  He  said  that  after  a  long  struggle,  one 
night  as  they  stopped  on  a  march  through  South  Carolina,  he  fell 
down  by  the  trunk  of  a  pine  tree  and  gave  himself  up  to  God.  I 
was  distributin  g  papers  among  the  men  of  the  one  hundred  and  eleventh 
Pennsylvania.  One  man  said:  '^Boys,  there  are  some  Christians  left 
yet."  Another  said:  **God  bless  the  Christian  Commission."  And 
another,  '^I  owe  my  life  to  the  Christian  Commission." 

PIFTBENTn  CORPS. — FROM  REPORT  OP  REV.  A.  K.  MOULTON. 

Sunday,  May  28th. — This  is  a  strange  Sabbath  to  me.  I  have 
spent  many  in  the  western  wilds,  but  none  before  in  a  military 
camp.  The  jargon  is  intense.  Bugles  and  drums,  and  mules  and 
men,  all  contribute  to  disturb  the  hallowed  stillness  which  should 
prevail.     Weather  beautiful. 

The  soldiers  crowd  around  our  tent,  and  we,  nothing  loath,  deliver 
to  them  religious  papers  and  Testaments  without  count.  Writing 
paper,  pens,  ink  and  envelopes  too  are  called  for  constantly.  At 
about  eight  o'clock  we  undertook  to  carry  out  the  programme  on 
which  we  had  agreed  last  evening  in  mutual  consultation,  as  fol- 
lows:— Chaplain  Porter  and  brother  Ayer,  went  to  the  meeting  held 
by  the  Chaplain  of  the  First  Division.  Brothers  Gallagher  and 
Purrinton  went  to  the  Second  Division.  Brother  Libby  and  myself 
went  to  the  Fourth  Division,  (there  being  no  Third,)  leaving  brother 
Sanford  to  take  care  of  the  station — Mr.  Jones  and  Mrs.  Bicker- 
dyke  having  gone  to  town.  Every  one  of  the  brethren  took  one 
hundred  papers  and  twenty-five  Testaments,  and  each  two  were  to 
extemporise  meetings,  and  preach  if  possible.  Brother  Libby  and 
myself  soon  exhausted  our  stock,  and  sent  back  two  soldiers  for 
three  hundred  newspapers  and  fifty  more  Testaments,  while  we  got 
up  a  meeting.  I  spoke  to  the  soldiers  from  the  words  of  Paul: — 
"Fight  the  good  fight  of  faith,"  And  brother  Libby  followed  with 
remarks.  The  soldiers  joined  with  us  i#singing,  and  seemed  devout 
and  attentive,  and  some  were  deeply  affected.  After  meeting  in 
the  afternoon  the  bretliren  went  through  the  camp.  Like  the  an- 
cient repairers  of  Jerusalem,  the  brethren  of  this  station  "have  a 
mind  to  work,"   and  besides  their  industrious  dispositions,  they  are 
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men  of  piety  and  intelligence,  as  it  seems  to  me,  and  amply  qualified 
•  for  the  position  they  occupy. 

May  29th. — We  are  all  very  busy,  and  a  soldier  from  Michigan, 
a  Methodist  licensed  minister,  who  has  formerly  been  employed  as 
a  Christian  Commission  delegate,  has  taken  hold  to  labor  with  us. 
By  eleven  o'clock,  I  had  distributed  one  hundred  and  fifty  Testa- 
ments and  papers,  and  all  kinds  of  stationery  in  proportional  quan- 
tity. The  brethren  have  all  been  equally  diligent  giving  out  among 
other  things  three  barrels  of  tomato  and  onion  pickles  which  have 
been  clutched  and  devoured  by  the  soldiers  with  the  voracity  of 
wolves.  A  little  over  half  a  pint  to  a  man  has  been  the  average  in 
distribution. 

Apple  butter,  dried  apples,  and  dried  fruit  and  berries  of  va- 
rious kinds,  and  various  remedies  for  camp  diseases  (with  which  the 
soldiers  are  teriribly  afficted),  some  hundreds  of  shu*t8  and  drawers, 
&c.  have  been  distributed ;  and  as  I  looked  on  and  saw  the  half- 
famished  soldiers,  in  tattered  uniforms,  entreat  the  brethren  for  aid, 
my  emotions  almost  overpowered  me. 

Mr.  Sanford  started  for  Washington,  to  hasten  our  supplies,  but 
before  his  return,  Mr.  Lawrence  came  to  our  tent  and  seemed  to 
approve  our  course  heartily,  [which,  indeed,  I  did,  except  that  I  was 
afraid  that  their  "course"  would  soon  be  run,  unless  they^had  more 
rest.  Brother  Moulton  had  to  have  a  surgeon  called  in,  and  came 
very  near  dying.     W.  A.  L.] 

May  30th. — Mr.  Porter  and  Mr.  Gallagher,  have  been  absent 
laboring  in  the  camp,  but  the  day  has  been  mainly  spent  by  the 
balance  of  our  company  at  our  tent,  receiving  our  supplies,  opening 
and  arranging,  and  delivering  them.  Among  other  things  we  have 
delivered  one  large  barrel  of  pickled  cucumbers,  and 'one  keg  of  the 
same,  almost  literally  one  at  a  time;  one  keg  of  apple  butter,  one 
barrel  dried  apples,  (for  the  sick  exclusively;)  other  dried  fruits  in 
the  same  way,  condensed  milk,  &c.,  with  Testaments,  and  other 
reading  matter,  in  the  shape  of  tracts  and  pamphlets  and  papers. 
We  find  an  unabated  demand  lor  our  camp  disease  remedies.  We 
have  social  meetings  for  prayer  and  conference  every  evening. 

May  81st. — Our  Corps  is  rapidly  moving  away.  It  is  ordered  to 
Louisville. 

We  witnessed  to-day  the  marching  of  two  brigades.  The  exhibi- 
tions of  wild  delight  of  the  soldiers,  as  they  started  on  their  way,  I 
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cannot  describe.  Thej  leaped  into  the  air  with  their  gnns,  their 
heavy  knapsackfl,  haversackB,  blankets,  and  cunp  kettles — ^half 
enough  to  load  a  mule— they  shouted  af  the  top  of  their  voices. 
Many  were  too  feeble  to  indulge  in  all  these  manifestations  of  joy, 
but  they  were  greatly  relieved. 

To^ay  in  our  rambles  in  the  4th  division,  brother  Libby  and 
myself  found  four  men  engaged  at  a  game  of  cards — ^not  at  all  an 
unusual  occurrence — and  after  considerable  haggling  we  bargained 
for  the  cards  to  be  exchanged  for  religious  reading.  Our  bargain 
attracted  considerable  attention,  and  by  the  time  we  got  the  cards 
we  had  a  pretty  good  congregation,  with  whom  we  sang  and  prayed 
and  preached  for  forty  minutes.     Many  wept  freely. 

June  1st. — As  ^this  is  fast  day,  we  had  a  prayer  meeting  ap- 
pointed for  6J  A.  M.,  and  preaching  at  10/  The  prayer  meeting 
was  very  interesting.  By  8J  o'clock  we  had  distributed  over  four 
thousand  papers,  and  other  things  in  proportion.  At  9  A.  M., 
brother  Libby  and  I  started  for  the  14th  Army  Corps,  General 
Morgan,  commander  of  2nd  Division,  in  which  we  intended  to  lo- 
cate, gave  us  a  kind  welcome  and  assured  us  of  his  aid  if  we 
needed.  Chaplain  Morris,  of  the  113th  Ohio,  and  other  brethren 
were  holding  fast  day  meeting  near  head-quarters  of  2nd  brigade. 
At  the  close  there  was  a  hearty  and  unanimous  vote  of  the  soldiers 
for  us  to  pitch  our  tents  on  that  spot.  This  had  been  already  sug- 
gested by  General  Morgan. 

The  above  diary  of  brother  Moulton  tells  its  own  story  better 
than  any  elaborate  argument  or  history.  The  15th  corps  was  gone, 
and  we  "concentrated"  that  station  on  the  14th  Corps,  2nd  Divi- 
sion. 

FOURTEENTH  CORPS. — REPORT  OF  MR.  CHASE. 

"  W.  A.  Lawrence,  &c.  : — The  work  of  the  Commission  at  our 
station  was  of  a  very  interesting  and  gratifying  character.  *  The 
station  was  set  up  May  26th,  and  continued  nineteen  days.  There 
were  received  and  distributed  during  the  time  allowed  us  ninety- 
eight  boxes  and  barrels  of  Christian  Commission  stores,  including 
fifteen  barrels  of  pickles,  twenty-five  hundred  Testaments  and  about 
fifteen  thousand  religious  papers.  Nearly  every  day  three  meetings 
were  held  in  the  chapel  tent,  and  occasionally  meetings  in  the  open 
air  at  diflFerent  points.     Our  supplies  were  gladly  received  by  the 
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men.  They  were  much  in  need  of  clothing.  The  demand  for  this 
was  always  greater  than  we  could  satisfy,  though  we  were  generously 
supplied." 

PART   OP  REV.  M.  C.  STBBBINS'  RBPORT. 

"At  ten  o'clock  on  Saturday  morning,  the  27th  of  May,  brother 
H.  and  myself,  having  been  assigned  to  labor  with  the  Fourteenth 
Army  Corps,  left  the  rooms  of  the  Christian  Commission,  on  Tenth 
street,  in  the  city  of  Washington,  to  enter  upon  our  work,  in  the 
field.  Our  conveyance  was  an  army  wagon  drawn  by  four  mules. 
Into  this  we  climbed,  and  found  a  place  among  the  boxes  of  '  Sol- 
diers' Reading,'  ^Hospital  Stores,'  &c.,  that  were  soon  to  be  dealt 
out  to  the  men  who  had  just  completed  their  great  achievements  in 
fighting,  enduring  and  marching.  Having  been  dragged  and  jolted 
for  about  three  miles  in  a  northeasterly  direction,  over  a  rough  and 
muddy  road,  we  brought  up  at  our  station,  in  an  orchard,  right 
under  the  guns  of  Fort  Bunker  Hill.  Cur  pioneers  were  upon  the 
ground  and  had  already  erected  the  chapel  tent :  [it  is  noticeable 
that  our  delegates  always  "erect"  their  tents.  W.  A.  L.]  They 
were  still  busily  engaged  in  pushing  forward  preparation  for  the 
work.  We  were  soon  afwork  opening  and  distributing  our  stores, 
at  the  same  time  announcing  the  appointments  for  religious  servi- 
ces on  the  morrow.  Hundreds  went  away  bearing  some  religious 
paper,  tract  or  book ;  or  with  pens,  paper  and  envelopes,  to  write 
home  once  more  to  their  friends.  About  seventy-five  were  gath- 
'  ered  at  our  first  preaching  service  on  Sabbath  morning  the  28th 
of  May:  the  number  was  larger  in  the  afternoon,  and  still  larger  in 
the  evening.  From  day  to  day  the  audience  grew,  and  the  interest 
deepened.  On  the  Sabbath  there  were  three  preaching  services, 
the  one  in  the  evening  followed  by  a  season  of  free  conference  and 
prayer.  During  the  week  the  usual  order  was  a  prayer-meeting  at 
ten  o'clock,  also  at  one  o'clock,  and  at  half  past  seven  o'clock  in 
the  evening  preaching  followed  by  a  season  of  prayer  and  con- 
ference. We  did  not  have  to  wait  long  for  evidences  of  th6  pre- 
sence and  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit." 

REPORT  OP  DEACON  ROBERT  LOVE. 

"The  main  army  had  arrived,  and  the  great  review  had  passed. 
By  your  direction  we  pitched  our  tents  in  the  Fourteenth  Corps, 
in  Sherman's  Army,  near  Washington.   Here  incur  chapel  tent  we 


196  UKITBD  6TATBS  CHBISTIAN  COMMISSION. 

established  daily  prayer-meetings,  and  preaching  erery  night. 
Here  again  God  heard  the  prayers  of  his  people,  and  Christ  was 
manifestly  present,  by  his  Spirit  in  the  conviction  and  conversion 
of  sinners.  The  work  was  deep  and  pungent  npon  the  hearts  of  these 
men,  so  much  so  that  they  would  rise  and  request  prayer  for  them- 
selves with  deep  penitence  for  sin,  and  would  very  soon  come  into  the 
sunlight  of  the  Gospel,  and  at  once  testify  for  Christ,  talk  and 
pray  in  all  our  meetings,  and  soon  become  strong  Christians.  It 
would  ,have  rejoiced  me  above  measure  to  have  had  Northern 
Christians  and  Northern  churches  look  in  upon  our  meeting,  and 
see  the  crowds  of  men  that  attended,  and  heard  Christians  and 
young  converts  bless  and  praise  the  Lord  for  the  chapel  tent  and 
for  the  good  meeting  and  for  the  means  of  grace  sent  them  with  so 
many  temporal  comforts,  so  soon  after  their  arrival  in  the  Lord's 
country.  The  arrival  of  General  Sherman's  Army  in  Washington 
was  not  unlike  the  children  of  Israel  going. into  Canaan,  after 
wandering  in  the  Wilderness  forty  years.  In  conclusion  I  would 
say  that  if  there  ever  was  an  institution  on  earth,  that  had  its  ori- 
gin in  heaven,  it  is  the  United  States  Christian  Commission." 

Very  truly, 

RoBBBT  Love, 
Delegate  of  United  States  Christian  Commission. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  principal  articles  of  the 
material  part  of  our  work,  distributed  in  Sherman's  Army  in  those 
four  days:  ' 


938  Bushels  Potatoes, 

94  Barrels  Pickles, 
4,368  Cans  Condensed  Milk, 
1,187  Bottles  Blackberry  Cor., 

2 J  Tons  Dried  Fruit, 

57  Boxes  Shirts, 

24      "     Drawers, 
3,100  House-wives, 
2,737  Combs, 
10,000  Needles, 

91  Pounds  Thread, 


972  Papers  of  Pins, 
132,990  Papers, 
16,444  Knapsack  Books, 
19,529  Copies  Scripture, 
8,240  Hymn  Books, 
9,840  Pens, 
4,872  Pen  Holders, 
648  Pencils, 
288  Bottles  Ink, 
73,440  Sheets  Paper, 
78,500  Envelopes, 
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In  conclusion  there  are  many  tilings  that  might  be  said  about  the 
work,  but  the  best  has  been  said,  in  simply  stating  what  the  work 
was. 

I  have  to  thank  Chaplains  Critchfield,  I^cFarland  and  Porter, 
Mrs.  Porter,  Mrs.  Bickerdyke,  Mrs.  Buell  of  Washington,  and 
Miss  Borden  of  Fall  River,  the  Chaplains  generally  and  the 
agents  and  delegates  of  the  Commission,  for  their  helping  hands. 
May  God  bless  them,  and  the  brave  men  still  living  that  we  labored 
for. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  A.  Lawrbncb, 
Qeneral  Field  Agent^  Sherman' $  Army. 


Report  of  Christian  CommUsion  work  in  Texas. 

BT  JOHN  A.  COLE,  ESQ.,  GENERAL  FIELD  AGENT. 

After  the  surrender  of  the  rebels  in  Virginia,  Major  General 
Sheridan  was  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  Department  of  the 
Gulf,  and  a  large  force  consisting  of  the  Twenty-fifth  corps,  Fourth 
corps  and  portions  of  the  Cavalry  corps  were  ordered  to  Texas. 
The  Twenty-fifth  corps  sailed  from  Fort  Monroe  about  the  first  of 
June,  and  after  a  tedious  passage  landed  on  the  Texan  coast  at 
Brazos  de  Santiago.  One  agent  of  the  Christian  Commission  Mr. 
William  Kirkby  accompanied  the  troops,  taking  a  large  supply  of 
reading  and  hospital  stores  with  him  and  receiving  also  additional 
supplies  from  New  Orleans  as  he  passed  that  city.  Going  as  they 
did,  in  the  heat  of  summer  from  a  northern  latitude  and,  after  a 
long  sea  voyage,  being  exposed  to  severe  marches,  they  suffered 
severely  from  sickness,  particularly  among  the  colored  regiments. 
The  distribution  of  stores  which  the  agent  of  the  Commission  was 
able  to  make  at  this  time,  although  insufficient  to  relieve  the  great 
distress  upon  every  hand,  was  a  great  assistance  and  blessing  to 
many.  In  the  month  of  August,  Rev.  S.  J.  Orange  and  wife  came 
from  St.  Louis  with  a  large  invoice  of  reading  and  hospital  stores, 
furnished  by  th^  Western  Sanitary  Commission.  They  established 
stations  at  Houston  and  Hampstead  and  distributed  their  stores 
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among  the  Cavalry.  In  September  a  more  thorough  system  for  the 
Commission  work  was  entered  upon,  and  ten  experienced  agents  and 
delegates  were  sent  to  establish  stations  at  different  points.  In  a 
few  weeks  these  stations;  every  where  welcomed  by  the  soldiers,  were 
in  successful  operation  at  New  Orleans,  Brazos,  Brownsville,  Indi- 
anola,  and  Austin,  so  situated  that  nearly  every  regiment  in  the 
Department  was  reached  by  their  influence.  One  thousand  boxes 
of  Hospital  stores  and  reading  have  been  distributed  from  them. 

A  short  sketch  of  each  station  will  perhaps  give  the  beet  view  of 
the  nature  and  success  of  the  work.    . 

Brazos.  This  station,  although  established  mainly  as  a  ^^base" 
for  other  stations  in  the  District,  has  an  important  field  of  its  own. 
Every  facility  has  been  granted  by  General  Clark,  Commander  of 
the  Post.  Six  regiments  and  a  large  Post  Hospital  are  supplied 
from  this  station.  The  hospital  is  visited  regularly  and  a  delegate 
officiates  at  all  burials.  A  school  is  held  in  the  rooms  each  day 
for  the  colored  soldiers.  Mr.  William  Kirkby  has  the  charge  of  the 
Commission  in  this  Corps,  and  has  been  assisted  at  the  station  by 
Rev.  W.  W.  Meech,  ^ho  in  the  two  months  ending  December  31st 
had  preached  thirty-four  sermons  besides  other  addresses.  The  only 
regiment  here  that  has  a  chaplain  has  been  furnished  with  a  tent 
for  a  chapel,  and  all  have  been  supplied  with  school-books. 

Brownsville. — Three  hospital  tents,  pitched  upon  a  vacant  lot  in 
the  centre  of  the  town,  have  been  open  every  day  for  the  distribu- 
tion of  stores,  reading  and  writing  materials.  The  tent  has  been 
arranged  with  seats  for  evening  meetings.  Papers,  books,  and  hos- 
pital stores  are  sent  from  time  to  time  from  this  station  to  the  troops 
on  the  upper  Rio  Grande.     This  station  has  proved  very  useful. 

Brownsville  Post  Hospital. — At  this  station  Rev.  Jeremiah  Por- 
ter and  wife  and  Miss  Gary  are  laboring — Mrs.  Porter  having 
charge  of  the  Light  Diet  kitchen,  and  Miss  Gary  teaching  a  school 
for  colored  soldiers.  This  hospital  is  constantly  visited  by  these 
delegates,  and  the  patients  are  assisted  in  every  way  which  kind 
hearts  can  devise  for  their  good.  Mr.  Porter  holds  meetings  at  the 
hospital,  and  also  in  the  camps  in  the  vicinity. 

The  following  extracts  from  Mr.  Porter's  reports  will  show,  in 
part,  the  nature  of  the  work  performed.  Under  date  December 
11th,  he  writes: — "Last  evening  in  our  hospital  prayer-meeting,  six 
colored  men  arose  to  request  our  prayers  for  them,  forty  having 
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previously  stood  up  to  denote  their  trust  in  Christ.  There  is  much 
religious  interest  among  both  white  and  colored  troops.  Mrs.  Porr 
ter  is  managing  the  Light  Diet  Kitchen  with  great  satisfaction  to 
surgeons  and  patients :  many  are  greatly  <;omforted  by  her  means 
daily,  and  some  attribute  their  convalescence  to  her  care.  Our 
stores: — fruits,  berries,  butter,  cheese,  g^pda-crackers,  etc.,  were  most 
timely.  Our  reading  matter  affords  great  pleasure. — Last  Sabbath 
evening,  a  soldier  from  Illinois,  who  seemed  near  death,  sent  forme. 
Hastening  to  his  cot  I  found  him  very  low,  but  his  mind  was  very 
clear  and  he  seemed  resting  in  Christ.  After  I  had  read  and  prayed 
with  him  he  wished  me  to  sing, 

Fm  but  a  traveler  here ; 
Heaven  is  my  home,  Ae. 

^'As  I  am  not  a  singer  I  went  to  our  tent  and  asked  Miss  Gary  to 
go  with  me  and  sing  with  the  dying  man.  She  did  so.  He  wished 
several  hymns  sung.  He  selected:  *0h  for  a  closer  walk  with 
God.'  He  wished  me  to  write  to  his  parents,  brothers  and  sisters 
and  bid  them  meet  him  in  heaven." 

Separate  Brigade  Station. — Rev.  Hugh  McLeod  is  laboring  here, 
having  a  large  marque  tent  for  religious  services.  A  few  extracts 
from  his  reports  will  give  the  best  idea  of  the  good  work  which  is 
going  on  there. 

He  writes  on  December  11th : — "  I  am  with  the  so-called  *  Sepa- 
rate Brigade,* — all  that  is  left  of  the  13th  Army  Corps.  There  are 
five  regiments  from  as  many  States,  numbering  in  the  aggregate 
on  the  ground  some  two  thousand  enlisted  men  besides  officers. 
This  is  my  present  parish.  Neither  of  these  regiments  has  had  a 
chaplain  since  they  came  to  this  State.  The  men  were  needing 
most  pressingly  everything  in  our  line.  They  were  feeling  ag- 
grieved at  Government  keeping  them  so  long  in  the  service  after 
the  war  was  over ;  and  forgotten  by  everybody.  This  depressed 
state  had  its  bad  influence,  resulting  in  general  recklessness,  where 
temptations,  as  here,  met  our  noble  boys  on  every  side.  I  was 
received  most  warmly  by  all.  They  could  hardly  realize  that  I 
was  sent  so  far  by  *home  friends'  to  do  them  good.  The  food  I 
brought,  for  body  and  mind,  was  valued  as  having  come  to  them 
from  home,  and  a  hungry  and  homesick  man  alone  cia  fully  prize 
such  things.  Our  brigade  Thanksgiving  service  was  held  in  the 
Commission  chapel  tent.     The  commander  set  a  good  example  by 
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his  presence  to  his  officers  and  men,  and  oar  tent  was  filled.  This 
service  did  much,  by  the  divine  favor,  in  bringing  about  the  present 
deep  thoughtfalness,  so  general  throughout  the  brigade.  We  have 
services  every  night.  At  the  meeting  last  night  the  tent  was  full, 
and  the  feeling  deeper  than  at  any  previous  meeting.  Some  ten 
profess  to  have  met  with  a  change  in  their  feelings  and  purposes 
since  our  meetings  began  ;  others  are  asking  what  they  ^all  do  to 
be  saved.  Every  one  is  willing  to  be  talked  with — ^many  are 
seriously  thinking." 

On  January  11th,  he  writes: — "With  the  exception  of  two 
nights,  our  meetings  have  continued  during  the  month.  We  have 
three  services  on  the  Sabbath,  and  a  meeting  for  inquiry  and 
prayer,  each  forenoon  at  9  o'clock.  The  first  day  of  the  year  was 
observed  by  all  the  Christians  in  the  brigade  as  a  day  of  fasting 
and  prayer.  Sin  has  an  unusually  strong  hold  here,  especially  in 
the  matter  of  intemperance;  but  there  is  a  change  going  on  in  tins 
particular.  The  more  than  two  hundred  books  in  our  *  Loan  liibra< 
ries '  are  out  nearly  all  the  time.  There  is  but  one  English  book  in 
it  as  I  write.  No  man  is  allowed  to  keep  a  book  more  than  a  week ; 
so  they  circulate  freely."  On  January  15th,  he  writes: — **The 
religious  work  seems  to  be  taking  a  deeper  and  wider  hold.  The 
meetings  last  night  and  to-night  were  both  of  solemn  interest." 
Two  weeks  later,  Mr.  McL.  says: — ^'  Christ  and  His  salvation  are 
the  theme  now  on  every  hand.  On  Sabbath  evening  all  except 
twelve  in  our  crowded  tent  stood  up  either  as  Christians  or  ear- 
nestly desiring  to  become  such.  On  Monday  evening  all  but  five 
stood  up;  on  Tuesday  evening  all  but  three;  and  last  night  all  but 
one.     All  the  regiments  in  the  brigade  share  in  the  blessing." 

Indianola. — ^At  this  station,  Mr.  H.  B.  Town  is  laboring.  In 
addition  to  sustaining  a  fine  reading-room  and  library  for  the  use 
of  the  soldiers  here,  Mr!  Town  has  distributed  stores  to  nearly  every 
regiment  in  the  Fourth  corps,  as  they  were  embarking  for  home ; 
giving  the  sick  many  articles  of  food  and  clothing,  and  by  these 
without  question,  saving  not  a  few  veterans  from  a  soldier's  burial 
by  the  way.  Meetings  are  held  for  colored  troops  in  the  church — 
interesting  and  well  attended.  Papers  and  stores  have  been  sent 
from  here  to  San  Antonio,  Victoria,  and  other  inland  towns.  School- 
books  have  been  distributed  among  the  colored  troops  to  great  ad- 
vantage. 
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In  one  month  were  distributed  from  this  station : — 45  barrels  of 
pickles;  628  bottles  of  preserves,  cordials,  etc.;  Ill  shirts;  159 
pair  of  drawers;  8,900  papers;  7,100  pages  of  tracts;  1,895  hymn- 
books;  2,350  soldier's  books;  455  Testaments;  700  spellers,  arith- 
metics, etc. 

Austin. — Rev.  S.  J.  Orange  and  wife  are  laboring  here.  Mr. 
Orange  writes  on  December  19th : — We  are  very  anxious  to  have  the 
big  tent,  for  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is  at  work  in  the  camp.  We 
hold  two  services  every  day,  and  in  the  last  ten  days  have  had  thirty 
conversions,  and  many  others  desire  the  prayers  of  the  meeting. 
This  afternoon  I  preached  and  two  officers  made  the  good  confes- 
sion,— the  first  of  the  officers.  How  glorious  is  our  work,  and  what 
a  blessed  privilege  that  God  permits  us  to  be  instruments  in  His 
hand  for  so  noble  a  purpose." 

January  11th,  he  writes: — "Our  work  here  is  progressing  most 
gloriously.  Our  tabernacle  is  pitched,  and  the  Lord  meets  us  there 
in  our  two  meetings  every  day.  Not  a  meeting  without  souls  con- 
verted and  backsliders  reclaimed.  We  have  in  the  last  three  weeks 
baptized  forty,  and  organized  a  church  which  now  numbers  one 
hundred  members." 

January  15th,  he  writes: — "  The  meetings  still, continue  twice  a 
day.  Yesterday  four  souls  were  received  into  the  Kingdom  of 
God's  dear  Son — one  whose  head  was  white  as  snoWj  the  oldest  sol- 
dier in  the  command.  We  have  now  one  hundred  and  fifteen  mem- 
bers." 

At  all  of  these  stations  the  work  is  still  in  progress,  and  the  in- 
dications of  continued  prosperity  and  usefulness  were  never  greater 
than  now.     "  To  the  Lord  be  all  the  glory." 
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Beport  from  the  Hational  Comnuttea  on  Ladies*  Christian 

Comissionf. 

It  was  not  until  the  third  year  of  the  war,  that  the  idea  of  form- 
ing  Ladies'  Christian  Commissions  was  carried  ^out  so  as  to  assume 
a  tangible  form,  or  produce  any  practical  results. ' 

Much  time  was  necessarily  consumed  in  inaugurating  a  move- 
ment which  was  to  embrace  in  its  operation  all  the  loyal  territory 
of  the  country,  and  consequently  the  work  was  arrested  almost  in 
its  infancy  by  the  glorious  advent  of  Peace.  Much  good,  however, 
was  done  through  the  instrumentality  of  this  minor  agency  even 
during  its  short  life. 

There  were  at  the  time  of  the  organization  of  Ladies'  Christian 
Commissions,  very  many  societies  formed  among  the  loyal  women 
of  the  land,  intended  to  accomplish  objects  altogether  in  harmony 
with  the  work  of  the  parent  society,  the  results  of  which  were  seen 
and  felt  on  many  battle-fields  from  the  commencement  of  the  rebel- 
lion. The  majority  of  these  subsequently  assumed  the  name  of 
Ladies'  Christian  Commissions,  and  continued  their  labors  as  such. 
It  has  not  been  possible,  to  secure  a  complete  record  of  each  one  of 
these  organizations,  and  from  many  others  of  such  societies,  send- 
ing money  and  goods  to  the  parent  society,  we  have  received  no 
official  records  whatever;  but  enough  is  known  of  their  efficiency 
during  that  short  period  of  their  labors,  to  make  it  certain  that 
they  would  have  prove^  valuable  auxiliaries  in  administering  sub- 
stantial aid  and  comfort  to  the  soldier. 

A  record,  embracing  the  name  of  the  society,  the  date  of  its 
organization,  a  list  of  its  officers,  and  the  amount  of  either  money 
or  goods  contributed  to  the  parent  society,  has  been  received  from 
two  hundred  and  sixty-six  of  these  auxiliaries. 

About  eighty  of  theSe  were  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  repre- 
senting churches  of  all  the  evangelical  denominations.  These  con- 
tributed during  the  year  in  money  some  fifteen  thousand  dollars. 

The  whole  number  whose  records  appear  on  our  books  (266,)  were 
located  in  seventeen  different  States  of  the  Union,  and  the  aggre- 
gate of  their  receipts,  as  reported  to  the  Commission,  amounted  to 
nearly  two  hundred  thousand  dollars. 
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These  figures  can  by  no  means  convey  an  adequate  idea  of  the 
amount  of  self-denying  labor  performed  by  these  societies,  or  the 
results  of  such  labor.  They  cannot  be  estimated.  Neither  are 
they  complete  as  regards  the  amount  contributed,  for  the  reason 
that  a  very  large  amount  of  stores  and  boxes  of  clothing, 
prepared  by  Ladies*  societies,  were  forwarded  to  the  Commission,, 
whose  valuation  coi^d  not  be  obtained.  This  is  particularly  true 
in  regard  to  country  localities,  especially  in  the  west  and  north, 
where  stores  could  be  much  more  easily  obtained  than  money,  and 
the  figures  in  such  cases  are  not  just  criterions  of  the  loyalty  or 
liberality  of  such  neighborhoods. 

Rev.  W.  E.  Boardman,  (former  secretary  of  the  United  States 
Christian  Commission,)  rendered  efficient  service  in  the  organization 
and  early  history  of  our  Ladies*  Christian  Commission. 

Rev.  George  J.  Mingins  was  associated  with  this  movement  on  the 
Pacific  coast.  And  the  ladies  of  California  and  Oregon,  though  so 
far  removed  from  the  fields  of  deadly  confiict,  were  behind  none  in 
their  labors  and  gifts  for  the  soldiers*  comfort. 

The  Lord  has  brought  our  work,  as  a  Commission,  for  the  welfare 
of  soldiers  and  sailors,  to  an  end.  For  whatever  of  good  has  been 
accomplished,  to  His  name  be  all  the  praise. 

Mrs.  W.  G.  Crowbll, 
Sec.  of  National  Committee  on  Ladies'  Christian  Commissions. 
Robert  J.  Parvin, 

Chairmany  ^c. 


CLOSING  OF  THE  COMMISSION. 


The  Fourth  and  Closing  Anniversary  of  the  Commission  was 
held  in  the  Hall  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  Washington,  D.  C, 
on  Sabbath  Evening,  February  11th,  1866.  The  Hall  was  crowded 
to  its  utmost  capacity — thousands  of  those  who  came  were  unable 
to  gain  admittance.  Hon.  Schuyler  Colfax,  Speaker  of  the  House, 
presided.  The  Scriptures  were  read  by  Rev.  Dr.  Taylor.  Prayers 
were  offered  bjb  Rev.  Dr.  Boynton  and  Rev.  Lemuel  Moss.  A 
statement  of  the  work  was  made  by  Geo.  H.  Stuart,  Esq. ;  an  abstract 
of  the  Annual  Report  was  read  by  Rev.  E.  P.  Smith;  and  ad- 
dresses were  delivered  by  Speaker  Colfax,  Maj.  Gen.  Auger,  Rear 
Admiral  Davis,  Hon.  J.  R.  Doolittle,  Bishop  Simpson,  Rev.  Herrick 
Johnson,  Rev.  B.  W.  Chidlaw,  and  Charles  Demond,  Esq.  The 
singing  was  led  by  Philip  Phillips,  Esq.,  of  Cincinnati.  The  Bene- 
diction was  pronounced  by  Rev.  Dr.  Dyer.  Chief  Justice  Chase, 
members  of  the  Cabinet  and.  of  both  Houses  of  Congress,  Lieut.  Gen. 
Grant  and  a  large  number  of  military  and  naval  officers,  and  other 
distinguished  men  of  the  nation  were  present.  At  a  late  hour  the 
large  audience  reluctantly  left  the  Hall,  and  thus  closed,  in  the 
nation's  Capitol,  the  last  of  this  most  interesting  series  of  meetings. 

The  Final  Business  Meeting  of  the  U.  S.  Christian  Commission 
was  held  in  Washington,  D.  C,  on  the  evening  of  Saturday,  Feb- 
ruary 10th,  1866,  when  the  following  Preamble  and  Resolutions, 
were  unanimously  adopted  as  expressive  of  the  feelings  of  the  Com- 
mission at  the  closing  of  its  labors: — 

WhereaSy  The  causes  which  brought  into  existence  and  have 
continued  for  four  years  the  labors  of  the  United  States  Chris- 
tian Commission  have  now  happily  ceased,  therefore, 

Re»olvedy  That  our  most  sincere  thanks  are  due  to  Almighty 
God  for  the  termination  of  the  Rebellion,  and  for  thus  opening  the 
whole  country  to  the  influences  of  Education  and  Religion. 

Resolvedy  That  we  also  express  our  devout  gratitude  to  God,  for 
His  blessing  upon  the  officers  and  delegates  of  the  Commission  in 
their  efforts  to  relieve  the  sufferings  of  our  soldiers  and  seamen — 
and  to  impart  to  them — and  especially  to  the  sick  and  dying — that 
instruction  and  consolation  in  the  religion  of  Jesus,  which  is  beyond 
price. 
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or 


FIELD  STATIONS  AND  WORK  IN  THE  ARMY  OF  THE 
CUMBERLAND  FOR  1864. 


The  following  statements  of  work  in  Tennessee  and  Georgia,  failed 
to  take  their  proper  place  in  the  last  annual  report,  and  are  here 
presented  as  having  too  much  interest  to  be  without  preservation  in 
some  recorded  form. 

NASHVILLfe. 

This  station  continues  as  heretofore  to  be  our  base  of  operations. 
Stores  are  here  received,  and  assorted  and  forwarded.  Delegates 
here  enter  army  lines,  and  are  assigned  to  their  work  in  the  hospi- 
tals and  camps  of  the  city  or  at  stations  farther  on.  Our  Delegates' 
Home  has  witnessed  delightful  scenes  of  Christian  love  and  toil. 
Through  the  kindness  of  Mrs.  Harris  we  have  occupied  one  of  the 
largest  residences  in  the  city  for  the  home.  Our  store  room  and 
reading  and  writing  room  have  been  furnished  free  of  rent  by  order 
of  General  Thomas.  Our  daily  prayer  meeting,  McKendree  chapel 
omitted,  and  in  the  Zollicoffer  Barracks  the  daily  prayer  meeting, 
commenced  during  the  first  week  that  the  Christian  Commission  oc- 
cupied Nashville,  has  never  failed.  These  barrack  meetings  are  be- 
coming quite  a  feature  in  our  work.  All  soldiers  passing  in  de- 
tachments or  regiments,  to  or  from  the  front,  are  quartered  in  these 
barracks  for  the  night  and  sometimes  for  a  week. 

The  same  is  true  at  Louisville.  Here  time  hangs  heavily.  Often 
ifchere  are  very  destitute  men  here.  Our  meetings,  and  our  personal 
aid  and  sympathy,  are  always  acceptable^  and  often  result  in  unex- 
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pected  good.  Many  times  in  oar  meetings  farther  on  to  the  front, 
do  we  hear  soldiers  speak  of  the  meetings  they  had  in  Louisville  and 
Nashville  barracks,  where  they  were  impressed,  and  came  back  to 
their  regiments  resolved  to  do  and  to  be  better.  While  the  regi- 
ments were  going  home  on  their  veteran  furlough,  all  the  barracks 
of  the  city  were  filled,  and  sometimes  a  regfment  would  be  awaiting 
transportation  for  a  week  or  ten  days,  our  meetings  of  one,  two,  or 
three  tim^s  daily,  were  of  great  good  in  recalling  home  pledges  and 
strengthening  the  men  for  a  new  enlistment.  Some  of  the  men 
who  took  so  active  a  part  in  the  great  revival  at  Cleveland  and 
Ringgold  were  awakened  at  these  barracks  as  they  were  passing  to 
the  front. 

Mr.  T.  R.  Ewing,  of  Pennsylvania,  has  been  in  charge  of  this 
station  work,  assisted  by  Deacon  Charles  Crosby,  of  Massachusetts. 
Of  the  hospital  stores  distributed,  large  quantities  during  the  year 
have  come  mainly  from  Cincinnati  and  Pittsburg ;  Indianapolis  and 
BuflFalo  have  also  contributed  freely. 

MURFREESBORO' 

station  has  continued  through  the  year  and  until  May  in  charge  of 
H.  C.  Houghton,  Esq.  Ou%  writing  and  reading  room,  and  daily 
prayer  meeting,  and  the  continual  labors  of  two  or  more  delegates 
with  relief  stores,  have  been  of  great  help  to  the  comfort  and 
spiritual  welfare  of  the  soldiers  at  this  post- 

HUNTSVILLB 

station  was  superintended  by  Rev.  H.  D.  Lathrop  until  the  move- 
ment on  Atlanta  brought  him  to  the  charge  of  the  work  in  Chat- 
tanooga, and  this  station  was  discontinued  for  a  few  months  until 
our  forces,  falling  back  from  Atlanta  in  November,  gathered  around 
Huntsville  and  made  it  an  important  station  again.  Rev.  H. 
McLeod  was  in  charge  when  Huntsville  was  evacuated,  and  brought 
oS  his  forces  and  stores  with  but  slight  loss. 

BRIDGEPORT,   ALABAMA. 

This  station,  mentioned  in  the  last  report  as  set  up  and  superin- 
tended by  Rev.  R.  D.  Douglass,  was  last  in  the  charge  of  Rev.  N. 
B.  Critchfield, — when  Mr.  Douglass,  following  the  11th  Corps, 
went  to  Lookout  Valley.  Our  usual  station  work  of  hospital  dis- 
tribution, chapel  service,  reading  and  writing  room,  was  very  satis- 
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faotorilj  continued  here.  On  the  assignment  of  Mr.  Critchfield  to 
active  work  at  the  front,  where  he  was  afterwards  appointed  chap- 
lain of  28th  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  Sergeant  Glough,  a  disabled 
Ohio  soldier,  i^as  detailed  to  our  service,  and  was  placed  in  charge 
i  f  our  station. 

LOOKOUT  VALLEY. 

General  Hooker's  men,  the  11th  and  12th  Corps,  gathered 
together  in  winter  quarters  in  Lookout  Valley  in  the  month  of  Feb- 
ruary. Mr.  Douglass  set  up  his  station  quarters  and  chapel  near 
the  railroad  station,  one  mile  from  General  Howard's  head-quarters. 
General  Howard  not  only  approved  and  gave  us  efficient  aid,  but  he 
evidently  enjoyed  the  presence  and  work  of  the  Commission.  In 
addition  to  our  usual  Sabbath  services  in  the  chapel,  a .  Sabbath 
school  for  soldiers  and  citizens  was  established.  The  citizens  were 
the  women  and  children — poor  whites  of  the  valley.  An  adjutant 
of  General  Howard  was  the  superintendent,  and  the  General  had  a 
class  of  a  dozen  of  the  smallest  children.  A  great  amount  of  work 
was  done,  and  well  done,  at  this  station.  General  Howard  speaks 
of  it  in  a  letter  to  Philadelphia  ^  a  "model  station,"  and  adds: — "^I 
have  frequently  visited  the  Commission  teiit  of  its  agent,  Mr.  Doug- 
lass. Your  General  Field  Agent,  Rev.  Mr.  S.,  was  with  us  last 
Sabbath  in  our  Sabbath  school.  He  instructed  the  poor  children  in 
a  wonderful  manner.  At  five  that  afternoon  he  preached  to  a  large 
audience  at  my  head-quarters.  The  soldiers  listened  with  marked 
attention,  and  many  a  rugged  man  was  effected  to  tears.  Some  one 
of  the  delegates  preach  at  these  head-quarters  nearly  every  Sab- 
bath evening. 

**I  regard  this  little  station  of  the  Commission  of  incalculable  be- 
nefit to  this  command.  There  seems  tq  be  complete  harmony  and 
co-operatioii  between  the  delegates  and  chaplains,  as  there  ought  to 
be  between  men  working  for  a  common  Lord. 

^^At  one  time  after  the  battle  of  Chattanooga,  in  the  long  march 
to  Knozville  and  back,  there  was  considerable  sickness  in  the  com- 
mand and  much  of  a  scorbutic  character,  whereupon  your  agents 
promptly  furnished  us  with  potatoes  and  other  vegetables,  which  it 
was  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  obtain  through  any  other  channel 
at  that  time." 

CHATTANOOGA. 

Rev.  William  A.  Lawrence  took  charge  of  this  station  after  the 
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battle  of  Mission  Ridge.  He  was  joined  soon  after  by  Rev.  J.  P. 
Loyd  who  took  the  direction  of  the  religious  work  of  thp  camps 
and  hospitals  at  Chattanooga,  until  in  the  reorganization  of  the 
army  under  General  Sherman,  the  Eleventh  and  Twelfth  corps  were 
consolidated  into  the  Twentieth  under  General  Hooker,  and  Gen- 
eral Howard,  was  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  Fourth  corps. 
Mr.  Loyd  took  charge  of  the  Commission  work  in  the  Fourth  corps 
then  lying  at  Cleveland,  preparing  for  the  Atlantic  campaign.  We 
give  herewith  extracts  from  Mr.  Loyd's  report  of  his  work : — 

'^I  reached  Chattanooga  soon  after  the  battle  of  Mission  Ridge.  I 
found  here  a  well-organized  corps  of  efScient  delegates  who  were 
,  visiting  the  sick  and  wounded,  holding  services,  distributing  stores, 
and  writing  letters.  By  request  of  the  field  agent,  I  assumed  the 
direction  of  delegate-work,  leaving  to  Rev.  W.  A.  Lawrence  the 
management  of  finances  and  general  business  matters. 

All  the  churches  were  used  by  the  military  authorities,  either  for 
hospitals  or  other  purposes ;  except  the  Roman  Catholic,  which  was 
protected  by  a  safe-guard,  granted  by  General  Rosecrans. 

We  had  no  special  light  diet-kitehen  then,  but  under  the  super- 
vision of  Mrs.  Dickenson  delicacies  were  daily  prepared  and  sent 
by  the  hands  of  delegates  or  messengers  from  the  hospitals  to  the 
patients.     I  remember  going  on  one  occasion  in  company  with  Mr» 

W and  one  of  our  older  delegates,  to  distribute  what  the 

boys  considered  a  luxury.  It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  means 
transportation  were  then  solicited,  and  tliat  it  was  well  nigh  impossi- 
ble to  get  stores  through.  Even  the  wounded  men  in  hospitals  had 
only  hard  bread  and  side  meat.  In  many  cases  we  prepared  dishes 
for  sick  patients  before  entering  the  hospital.  In  one  ward  there 
were  seventeen  patients,  and  we  had  but  sixteen  messes,  each  con- 
sisting of  a  piece  of  corn  bread,  a  baked  potatoe  hot  from  an  oven, 
and  a  little  stewed  fruit.  When  it  was  known  that  a  fellow-sufierer 
had  not  his  share,  a  comrade  on  another  cot  cried  out,  ^'  Here,  give 
him  mine,  1*11  do  without." 

A  stout  Wisconsin  man,  with  a  leg  shot  ofi*,  holding  up  his  pota- 
toe, said,  "Boys  this  seems  like  getting  back  to  God's  country  once 
more." 

The  mortality  among  the  patients  was  unusually  great,  owing  in 
great  part  to  a  lack  of  proper  nourishment.  On  the  first  of  Janu- 
ary I  visited  the  general  field  hospital,  south  of  Chattanooga,  near 
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the  foot  of  Lookout  Mountain.  The  storm  which  had  raged  in  the 
night,  had  thrown  down  about  twenty  tents.  In  some  cases  conva- 
lescents had  crawled  out  during  the  storm  to  assist  tl\e  nurses  In 
holding  the  tents  to  prevent  their  falling  upon  the  wounded.  In 
company  with  Mrs.  Wittenmyer,  Rev.  Mr.  Edie  and  Mrs.  Bicker- 
dyke,  we  passed  through  the  tents. 

The  feet  of  some  of  the  men  were  frozen,  and  freezing  still.  The 
wind  was  blowing  in  at  every  corner  of  the  tent,  and  through  every 
lap  of  the  canvass.  The  whole  presented  a  scene  of  suffering 
such  as  I  wish  never  again  to  witness.  Mrs.  Bickerdyke,  like  an 
angel  of  mercy,  had  been  up  till  liiidnight,  and  was  out  again  at 
four  o'clock  in  the  morning  with  heated  bricks  and  stoves,  doing  all 
in  her  power  to  relieve  the  intense  suffering. 

The  first  week  in  January  having  been  set  apart  as  a  week  of 
prayer,  we  determined  to  observe  it,  and  appointed  a  meeting  for 
one  o'clock  at  our  reading  room.  When  the  hour  came  there  were 
about  thirty  convalescents  in  the  room  awaiting  a  boat.  We  an- 
nounced to  them  the  fact,  that  this  week  had  been  set  apart  for  a 
concert  of  prayer,  to  be  observed  by  Christians  throughout  the  world, 
and,  that  we  wished  to  commence  our  prayer-meeting.  They  sat 
down ;  we  circulated  hymn-books,  sang,  prayed,  read  a  portion  of 
Scripture,  and  had  commenced  commenting  briefly,  when  the  boat 
was  announced. 

Instantly,  nearly  every  man  was  on  his  feet,  and  with  knapsack 
hastily  arranged,  was  making  for  the  door.  One,  feeling  that  some 
kind  of  an  apology  was  due,  said,  "We  would  like  to  stay  and  hear 
you,  mister,  but  the  boat  has  come  and  we  want  to  go."  A  few  re- 
mained, and  we  resumed  our  comments.  By  the  time  of  closing, 
the  house  had  pretty  nearly  filled  up  again. 

Finding  the  meeting  profitable,  we  concluded  to  continue  it,  and 
it  became  a  daily  institution. 

For  a  description  of  our  daily  duties,  I  give  herewith  the  work  of 

A   BAT  IN   THE   READING   ROOM 

We  open  at  9  o'clock,  A.  M.,  and  close  at  3J  P.  M.  Long  before 
nine,  men  are  trying  the  door,  and  when  it  is  finally  opened  the  room 
fills  up  in  a  few  minutes.  From  that  time  till  closing  nearly  every 
pen  is  in  motion, — a  dozen  men  at  a  time  writing  letters.  We  use 
an  old  store-room  with  a  counter  on  each  side.  That  on  the  south 
u 
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— we  front  east — has  a  row  of  seats  behind  it  where  these  writers 
sit.  Our  inkstands  are  fastened  by  means  of  a  piece  of  tin,  six  inches 
long.  A  hole  is  in  the  centre  through  which  the  neck  of  the  bottle 
is  thrust,  the  ends  are  then  bent  down  and  nailed  on  the  counter. 
This  secures  them  against  military  transportation.  One  or  two 
copies  each  of  Harper  %y  and  the  AUanUc^  and  Contmental  Month- 
ties,  are  fastened  by  slender  chains  to  the  counter.  In  front  of 
each  counter  is  a  row  of  seats,  where  we  have  from  twenty  to  forty 
men  sitting,  reading  our  papers,  looking  at  our  monthlies,  or  enjoy- 
ing the  illustrations  of  Harper* %  Weekly ^  which  we  keep  always  on 
file.  Our  library  is  at  the  far  end  of  the  room  behind  the  counter, 
but  there  is  space  enough  near  the  wall  for  the  boys  to  get  around 
to  it  and  pick  for  themselves.  It  is  a  very  poor  one,  and  I  feel 
half  ashamed  of  it,  but  still  it  is  much  better  than  none.  On  the 
south  side  of  the  room  is  quite  an  array  of  papers,  soldiers'  books, 
and  Testaments.  The  poor  delegate  who  stands  behind  the  counter 
has  a  busy  time  of  it.  At  about  half-past  twelve  some  one  takes 
his  place  while  he  goes  up  to  the  dining-roolu  for  his  lunch.  At 
one,  he  or  some  other  announces,  ^*It  is  our  prayer-meeting  hour; 
please  be  seated  and  we  will  commence."  One  or  two  go  out,  the 
rest  quietly  sit  down,  the  writers  lay  down  their  pens  and  pick  up 
the  Hymn  Books,  and  service  begins.  As  the  meeting  progresses 
the  holy  fire  burns,  fervid  amens  are  heard,  the  singing  is  earnest 
and  the  prayer  of  the  soldier  who  has  fought  many  battles  for  his 
country,  and  feels  that  God  has  protected  him,  is  humble  yet  touch- 
ing. Now  a  few  minutes  are  devoted  to  speaking.  This  is  always 
interesting.  One  remarked  :  *^  The  trials,  temptations,  and  suffer- 
ings in  the  army  are  many  and  severe.  I  have  been  much  exposed 
to  them,  and  while  I  have  not  been  as  victorious  as  I  ought  and 
would  like  to  have  been,  yet  God  has  kept  me  from  falling.  I  have 
served  God  for  twelve  years,  and  have  enjoyed  more  of  religion,  and 
have  grown  more  in  grace  this  last  year,  than  in  all  the  other  years 
together.  I  want  to  be  more  faithful,  more  holy,  and  kept  from 
sin.  Brethren,  pray  that  it  may  be  so."  Another:  "It  is  now 
twenty-eight  years  since  I  entered  God's  service,  and  three  years 
since  I  entered  the  army.  My  mind  and  time  have  been  much  taken 
up  with  worldly  affairs ;  so  much  so  that  I  have  not  had  time  to  attend 
the  prayer  meeting  till  to-day.  I  am  glad  to  be  here  and  to  meet 
with  you.     It  is  a  cross  for  me  now  to  stand  up  and  speak,  while 
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at  home  I  used  to  speak  two  and  three  times  a  week,  but  of  late  I 
have  grown  so  cold  and  worldly  that  I  find  it  a  cross  to  speak  to 
you  of  Christ.  I  am  ashamed  of  it  and  sorry  for  it.  Pray  that 
God  may  forgive  me  and  make  me  better."  Another : — "  I  stand  up 
as  a  witness  for  Christ  to-day,  willing  to  serve  Christ,  but  I  come 
short.  Since  I  left  home  I  have  had  no  opportunity  of  waiting 
upon  God  except  the  one  I  now  have.  If  I  should  die  or  fall  in 
battle  I  hope  it  will  be  well  with  me.  I  trust  that  I  have  made  my 
peace  with  God.** 

A  fourth : — "I  am  thankful  for  the  privilege  of  meeting  with  the 
friends  of  Christ  in  this  place  to-day.  To  meet  with  you  is  a  relief 
from,  the  company  of  the  wicked  and  profane.  My  heart  has  been 
chilled  and  religion  has  grown  cold  by  the  petty  conversation  and 
conduct  of  my  ungodly  comrades.  I  only  heard  of  this  meeting 
two  or  three  days  ago.  To  me  it  is  as  refreshing  as  a  spring  in  a 
desert  to  a  thirsty  traveller.  Only  five  years  since  I  professed  faith 
in  Christ.  I  was  born  in  Scotland,  brought  up  religiously,  but  lived 
ungodly  like  the  prodigal.  God  made  me  feel  my  guilt  and  misery, 
and  in  my  distress  I  cried  unto  him,  and  He  heard  my  cry.  He 
took  me  out  of  the  deep  pit,  from  the  miry  clay,  set  my  feet  upon 
a  rock,  established  my  goings,  and  put  a  new  song  in  my  mouth. 
God  be  praised.** 

The  prayer  meeting  lasts  only  three-quarters  of  an  hour  unless 
it  is  very  interesting,  when  we  sometimes  permit  the  whole  hour 
to  be  used.  The  benediction  is  pronounced,  the  service  is  ended, 
and  the  delegate  returns  to  his  post  behind  the  counter. 

Perhaps  twenty  or  thirty  soldiers  have  come  in,  and  a  dozen  or 
more  are  waiting  to  be  served.  One  has  returned  a  book  and 
wishes  the  record  cancelled.  Another  has  just  selected  one  and 
wishes  it  charged  to  him.  This  one  wants  a  sheet  of  paper,  another 
a  pen,  etc.  Here  a  man  wants  blackberry  cordial.  There  is  one 
would  like  a  few  apples  for  a  sick  man.  This  yoting  man  has  wrap- 
ped up  a  neat  photograph  shadow  of  himself,  and  wants  a  little  paste 
to  fit  it  for  the  mail.  But  the  soldiers  are  orderly.  They  wait  very 
patiently  for  you  to  get  through  with  one  thing ;  but  they  allow  no 
waste  of  time.  If  you  are  folding  papers  they  will  wait  for  you  to 
fold  fifty,  perhaps,  before  they  will  interrupt;  but,  if  you  walk  down 
toward  the  other  end  of  the  counter,  a  half  a  dozen  will  be  sure  to 
hail  you  for  something  in  passing. 
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But  the  closing  hour  has  come.  The  room  is  crowded.  A  half 
dozen  letters  are  yet  unfinished.  The  delegate  is  tired.  What  can 
he  do?  ^'Oor  closing  hour  has  come,  gentlemen.  Please  finish 
your  letters,  and  make  your  selections  of  books,  as  quickly  as  pos- 
sible.'' The  sidewalks  are  yet  full  of  men  passing  and  repassing. 
^^ Christian  Commission"  arrests  the  attention  of  a  soldier.  He 
stalks  in,  followed  by  one  or  a  half  dozen  comrades.  What  is  to 
be  done?  The  delegate  locks  the  door.  Up  jumps  one  or  two  to 
go  out  The  delegate  pr^ent  follows  to  lock  it  again,  or  else  when 
they  go  out  a  half  dozen  will  come  in.  He  returns, — waits  upon  the 
men  at  the  counter, — runs  to  the  door  to  let  another  batch  out, — 
tells  those  who  stand  at  the  door  to  come  back  to-morrow, — answers 
two  or  three  questions,  and  again  locks  the  door.  He  repeats  the 
operation  a  number  of  times,  and  the  room  is  at  last  empty. 

For  hours  after  the  room  is  closed  there  are  raps  and  knocks  and 
shakings  of  the  door,  which  would  make  the  delegate  nervous,  but 
for  the  fact  that  he  can  refreat  to  our  sitting-room  up  stairs.  Here 
he  sits  down  and  looks  over  the  record  of  his  day's  work,  so  as  to 
make  out  his  daily  report,  and,  though  wearied,  he  feels  that  he 
labors  in  a  good  cause,  isind  he  fervently  prays  that  God  may  bless 
the  Word,  water  the  seed  sown,  and  make  it  produce  abundant 
fruit. 

About  the  last  of  January  the  Baptist  Church  was  assigned  to  us 
for  religious  services.  General  Johnson  ordered  seats  to  be  made, 
and  we  opened  it  as  a  post  chapel.  Meetings  were  held  here  each 
Sabbath,  and  every  evening.  Soon  the  awakening  power  of  God 
was  manifest.  Penitents  came  to  the  altar,  and  souls  were  con- 
verted. About  the  same  time  Rev.  D.  Griffin  came  as  a  delegate 
from  Yellow  Springs,  Ohio.  He  was  a  robust,  hearty  looking  man, 
worked  earnestly  and  successfully  for  a  few  days,  took  cold,  and 
was  soon  prostrated  with  fever.  Every  attention  in  our  power  was 
given  him.  The  best  surgeons  were  called  in,  but  in  vain.  He  died 
on  the  sixth  of  February.  His  faith  in  Christ  was  strong,  and  he 
frequently  expressed,  during  his  sickness,  his  submissiveness  and 
willingness  to  die,  and  was  at  times  filled  with  joy.  His  end  was 
peace.  His  funeral  sermon  was  preached  at  our  rooms  February 
seventh  and  his  embalmed  remains  were  sent  home  to  his  friends. 

The  meetings  in  our  chapel  were  crowded  every  night,  and  full  of 
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enthusiasm.  The  Chaplains  labored  faithfully  in  filling  appoint- 
ments to  preach  in  connection  with  the  delegates. 

The  men  were  the  heroes  of  Chickamauga,  and  Mission  Ridge, 
and  Lookout  Mountain.  Very  many  of  them  had  promised  God  in 
the  thick  of  the  fight  to  give  their  life  to  Him,  if  He  would  bring 
them  safely  out.  And  now  God  was  reminding  them  of  promises 
unkept.  Night  after  night  there  was  a  breaking  of  hearts  before 
God,  and  scores  and  hundreds  found  the  Saviour. 

The  mustering  of  his  host  by  General  Sherman,  for  advance 
into  Georgia,  gave  our  work  a  new  impulse  in  April.  At  Ring- 
gold and  Cleveland  a  remarkable  religious  revival  began  among 
the  veteran  troops,  who  knew  very  well  by  the  three  years  past 
what  it  meant  to  be  at  the  front  waiting  marching  orders  with 
the  enemy  lying  in  full  force  before  them. 

At  Ringgold  the  crowded  church  every  night,  the  full  morning 
,  meetings  for  inquirers  of  the  way  of  life,  the  prayer-meetings  es- 
tablished in  the  soldiers*  huts  and  even  on  the  picket-post,  testi- 
fy to  such  grace  and  power  of  God  as  is  rarely  exhibited.  A 
Kentucky  soldier,  one  of  the  most  ungodly  men  in  his  regiment, 
had  spent  the  night  in  prayer  and  found  no  relief.  In  the  morning 
he  met  his  Chaplain  on  his  horse  and  asked  him  to  pray  for  him. 
The  Chaplain  promised,  but  said  the  man,  "I  mean  now."  "What, 
here  in  the  road?'*  **Yes,  here,  Chaplain,  now."  They  knelt  and 
prayed,  and  others  who  were  passing  came  and  knelt,  till  there  were 
more  than  two  or  three  agreeing  in  the  petition  that  the  sinful  one 
should  be  forgiven,  and  the  answer  came.  The  soldier  went  down 
to  his  house  and  carried  the  word  of  Life  to  his  comrades.  They 
could  not  resist  the  claims  of  religion  when  they  were  pressed  upon 
them  so  earnestly  and  persistently. 

The  converted  men  desired  baptism.  They  received  the  ordinance 
at  the  river, — ^some  by  sprinkling,  some  by  immersiop, — but  after 
baptism  they  came  up  from  the  river  to  the  cliurch,  and  all  sat  down 
together  at  the  Lord's  table — Commissary  bread — currant  wine — 
tin  plates  and  tin  cups.  These  were  the  circumstances  of  the  Lord's 
supper,  but  these  did  not  keep  the  Master  from  the  feast  of  love,  nor 
hinder  the  baptism  of  the  Spirit  upon  these  men,  whom  God  was 
making  ready  for  four  months  of  march  and  battle.  For  an  ac- 
count of  the  work  at  Cleveland  and  Resaca  we  refer  again  to  the 
report  of  Rev.  Mr.  Loyd. 
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Major  General  Howard  took  command  of  the  Fourth  Corps, 
about  the  Ist  of  April,  1864.  Shortly  afterwards  I  reached  Cleve- 
land, and  assumed  direction  of  the  Christian  Commission  work 
there.  Rev.  S.  Critchfield  had  preceded  me,  opened  rooms  and 
commenced  religious  services.  W.  J.  Tucker,  from  Andover,  Mass., 
was  sent  to  aid  me.  At  our  first  intertiew  with  General  Howard 
he  gave  us  a  cordial  welcome,  and  assured  us  of  his  co-operation ; 
he  said  he  had  ordered  the  churches  to  be  cleaned,  and  opened  for 
Divine  services,  that  he  usually  had  religious  services  at  his  Head 
Quarters,  on  Sabbath,  but  as  he  was  now  so  conveniently  near  the 
village,  he  would  dispense  with  them  and  attend  one  of  the  churches. 

About  the  middle  of  April,  Rev.  Star  Nichols  and  Brothers  Moody 
and  Bliss,  from  Chicago,  and  Brother  Reynolds,  from  Peoria,  111., 
came  to  our  relief.  Arrangements  were  immediately  made  to  visit 
regiments,  and  hold  brief  services  through  the  day,  and  invite  the 
soldiers  to  our  night  meetings  in  the  churches.  Three  of  these . 
were  put  in  order,  and  soon  all  were  filled,  and  the  Divine  approval 
was  manifested  in  awakenings  and  conversions.  A  four  o'clock 
prayer-meeting,  superintended  by  Brother  Moody,  was  held  for  the 
special  benefit  of  inquirers.  A  Sabbath  School  was  organized 
in  one  of  the  churches,  and  in  this  General  Howard  took  an  active 
paii;,  teaching  a  class  of  little  girls  and  frequently  addressing  the 
school.  The  religious  interest  increased.  The  General  expressed 
to  me  his  regret  that  business  was  so  urgent  that  he  could  not  attend 
and  share  in  the  evening  services.  He  however  was  present  two 
or  three  successive  evenings  of  that  week,  and  never  failed  to  take 
an  active  part,  speaking  in  our  social  meetings, — praying  for  peni- 
tents, and  sometimes  addressing  the  congregation  with  great 
power.  His  last  address,  Sunday  evening  May  1st,  will  long  be 
remembered.  The  church  was  densely  crowded.  Two  or  three 
short  addresses  had  been  given,  when  brother  Moody  went  down 
the  aisle  and  invited  tne  General  forward,  and  requested  him  to 
address  the  audience.  With  a  calm,  unostentatious  manner  he 
commenced.  As  he  progressed  he  became  animated,  and  a  divine 
unction  seemed  to  rest  on  both  speaker  and  congregation.  When 
he  closed,  brother  Moody  made  a  few  brief  remarks,  and  invited 
inquirers  to  occupy  the  central  tier  of  seats.  Eighty-three  took 
their  seats  as  persons  desiring  an  interest  in  the  prayers  of  the 
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church,  and  some,  ere  the  meeting  closed,  received  comfort  in  be- 
lieving in  Christ. 

One  of  the  Head  Quarter's  guard,  himself  a  wicked  man,  told 
me  that  their  General  was  *'a  bully  Christian."  He  said  one  day, 
while  on  duty,  he  heard  some  one  reading  and  stppped  to  listen. 
It  was  the  General  reading  his  Scripture  lesson.  Curiosity  was 
excited.  The  sentinel  walked  his  beat  and  returning,  stopped 
again  to  listen.     The  General  was  now  engaged  in  earnest  prayer. 

Monday  night.  May  2d. — ^Every  church  was  full,  although  the 
entire  Corps  was  under  marching  orders.  Colonel  Buckner  of  the 
Seventy-ninth  Illinois  preached  with  power  to  a  large  congregation, 
and  at  the  close  the  anxious  came  in  crowds  to  the  altar  and  ma^y 
found  peace.  How  many  then  experienced  a  change  of  heart  we 
do  not  know.  Brother  Moody  kept  a  register  of  the  names  of  in- 
quirers, of  which,  during  the  two  weeks  of  his  stay,  there  were 
over  two  hundred. 

An  order  Was  issued  soon  after  our  meetings  were  commenced 
requiring  that  soldiers  attending  religious  services  should  be  passed 
by  the  guards,  until  a  reasonable  time  after  the  close  of  such  ser- 
vices. Brother  Moody  full  of  zeal  would  often  remain  talking, 
singing  and  praying  with  such  as  seemed  deeply  awakened. 

One  evening,  on  returning  to  his  boarding  house,  he  approached 
a  sentinel. 

**Halt!"  rang  out  on  the  air, — ^interrupting  somewhat  the  medi- 
tations of  brother  Moody.     He  obeyed. 

Guard. — **Who  comes  there?'* 

Moody. — ^In  full  heavy  voice — "Pilgrim  Zion  bound." 

Guard. — "Pass  on.  Pilgrim." 

The  corps  moved  on  Tuesday.  Wednesday  morning,  being  duly 
provided  with  canteens,  blankets,  gum-coat,  shelter-tent,  and  haver- 
sacks filled  with  five  days  rations,  Mr.  Tucker  and  myself  set  out  on 
foot  to  follow  the  army.  Twenty-two  miles — fifteen  on  foot  and 
seven  in  a  wagon — ^brought  us  up  with  the  rear  of  the  corps. 

Sticking  one  end  of  a  rail  in  the  forks  of  an  apple-tree  and  put- 
ting a  board  under  the  other,  we  pitched  our  tent  over  it,  spread 
our  blankets,  held  an  evening  devotion,  and  slept  soundly  till  four 
o'clock  in  the  morning. 

Breakfast  over,  we  had  morning  devotions  in  Captain  Bridge's 
Battery,  some  twenty  or  thirty  of  his  men  uniting  with  us. 
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Saturday,  May  7th. — Marched  at  four  o'clock,  A.  M.,  went  into 
camp  near  Tunnel  Hill,  6a.,  at  two.  Preached  to  about  three  hun- 
dred persons  at  seven  P.  M. 

Sunday  8th. — Preached  to  a  good  congregation,  made  up  of 
the  Seventy-first  and  Seventy-fourth  Illinois,  and  the  Twenty-fourth 
Wisconsin  regiments.  Just  as  we  were  singing  the  doxology,  the 
signal  for  breaking  camp  came,  and  in  half  an  hour  we  were  again 
on  the  march.  We  halted  at  the  foot  of  Rocky-face  Ridge.  Here 
we  found  sixteen  or  seventeen  wounded  men  from  the  One  hundred 
and  twenty-fifth  Ohio,  which  had  driven  the  enemy  some  distance 
on  the  ridge.  Returning  with  these  to  the  Division  Hospital  lo- 
cated in  Tunnel  Hill,  we  gave  our  attention  to  the  souls  and  bodies, 
of  the  wounded  and  dying,  as  circumstances  permitted. 

Monday  Night. — Col.  Buckner,  alluded  to  above,  was  brought  in 
severely  though  not  mortally  wounded.  He  was  calm,  resigned  and 
happy.    The  religion  he  had  preached  in  health,  now  comforted  him. 

To  show  that  neither  the  march,  nor  the  excitement  of  approach- 
ing battle  had  dissipated  the  religious  feeling  awakened  at  Cleve- 
land I  give  the  following  instances: — 

During  the  skirmishing  at  Tunnell  Hill,  Chaplain  Burkitt  of  the 
Twenty-first  Kentucky,  said  to  me,  "Brother  Loyd,  I  wish  you 
would  come  and  preach  to  my  regiment  again ;  I  have  not  for  many 
years  seen  such  a  revival  as  is  now  going  on  in  it.  We  have  meet- 
ings every  night,  and  had  sixteen  or  seventeen  seeking  religion  at 
our  meeting  last  night." 

On  Thursday  night,  Johnson  evacuated  his  strong  position  at 
"Buzzard's  Roost,"  and  fell  back  to  Resaca.  A  march  of  nearly 
fifteen  miles  on  Friday  made  us  sufliciently  weary  to  camp  and  enjoy 
a  good  sleep  on  the  ground  without  shelter.  We  were  now  with  the 
hospital  train,  and  the  only  disturbance  of  our  slumbers  was  occa- 
sioned by  the  restlessness  of  the  mules,  whose  heels  were  in  rather 
close  proximity  to  our  heads. 

About  noon  of  Saturday,  the  battle  commenced.  I  will  not  attempt 
a  description.  I  was  not  in  the  fight  but  saw  and  heard  enough, 
and  as  the  brave  boys  were  brought  in  with  faces  disfigured  by 
blood  and  wounds  with  mangled  limbs  and  torn  and  bleeding  bodies, 
I  began  to  realize  the  horrors  of  war. 

We  gave  attention  to  Newton's  Division  Hospital,  which  had 
about  three  hundred  and  fifty  wounded  during  the  battle. 
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Monday  15th. — The  enemy  evacuated  Resaca.  In  the  evening 
I  went  with  an  ambulance  train,  containing  one  hundred  and  twenty 
of  our  wounded  to  the  depot  at  Resaca.  The  men  were  transferred 
to  box  cars,  the  floors  being  covered  with  straw,  and  the  poor  un- 
complaining sufferers  adjusted  themselves,  as  best  they  could,  for 
their  long,  painful  ride  to  Chattanooga. 

Not  being  able  to  march  with  the  corps,  I  remained  at  Resaca. 

Rev.  H.  D.  Lathrop  and  others  came  next  day.  We- secured  an 
old  double-log  house  with  slab  floor  and  a  wide  open  hall  connecting 
with  a  porch  in  front  and  with  sheds  in  the  rear.  Here  we  com- 
menced operations.  Some  captured  and  confiscated  sacks  of  rice 
and  corn  meal  were  obtained.  Camp  kettles  were  borrowed,  and 
brother  Lathrop  and  myself  tried  our  skill  in  boiling  rice  and  mak- 
ing mush.  Plates  and  dishes  we  had  not,  but  the  soldiers  held  out 
their  tin  cups,  or  some  picked  up  fruit  cans,  and  we  filled  them  from 
the  mush  or  rice-kettle  with  a  wooden  ladle  extemporized  for  the 
occasion.  Our  rooms  were  usually  crowded — almost  a  man  for  every 
slab.  We  not  only  arranged  for  feeding  these  with  mush  and  rice, 
but  as  the  wounded  were  coming  from  the  skirmish  lines  every  day 
we  arranged  to  supply  them.  Stores  were  sent  us  from  Chatta- 
nooga, and  better  rooms  were  secured.  A  few  days  later  brother 
Lawrence  came  from  the  front,  and  we  established  a  regular  feed- 
ing station.  With  the  assistance  of  a  half  dozen  soldiers  we  formed 
a  rack  of  railroad  iron  long  enough  to  hold  fifteen  camp  kettles, 
underneath  which  we  could  build  our  fires.  With  these  full,  and  a 
barrel  provided  in  advance,  we  were  ready  for  anything.  We  drew 
cofiee,  sugar  and  hard  bread,  and  occasionally  bought  soft  bread 
when  it  could  be  had, — often  feeding  one  or  two  trains.  We  found 
that  one  barrel  was  not  enough,  and  a  second  was  provided. 

One  Sunday  afternoon  a  telegram  announced  that  a  train  con- 
taining two  hundred  and  fifty  men  was  just  leaving  the  front.  In 
twenty  minutes  our  large  camp  kettles  were  arranged  on  their  iron 
rack,  and  soon  both  barrels  were  full  of  fiot  coffee.  The  train  did 
not  reach  us  till  Monday  morning,  yet  our  coffee  was  still  warm 
and  the  boys  drank  it  with  appreciation.  As  soon  as  the  coffee 
was  served,  our  large  coffee-boilers  were  made  into  water-pots  and 
we  went  from  car  to  car  filling  canteens  with  cold  water.  No  one 
but  a  wounded  soldier  unable  to  help  himself,  and  doomed  to  ride 
from  one  to  three  days  in  a  freight  car,  is  competent  to  say  what 


218  UNITED  STATES  CHBISTIAH  COMMISSION. 

each  a  coffee  station  is  worth.  *  Over  eighteen  hundred  sick  and 
wounded  men  were  thus  fed  in  one  week.  During  most  of  that 
week  I  was  suffering  from  sickness,  and  could  not  go  to  the  train. 
But  Major  Lapham  and  Chaplain  Crissej  of  the  One  Hundred  and 
Eleventh  Illinois  were  always  ready,  with  a  score  of  boys  if 
needed,  to  carry  out  any  suggestion ;  and  they  would  repeat  to  me 
the  expressions  of  gratitude,  as  they  he?ird  them  from  the  lips  of 
the  boys : — "  That  coffee  wan't  made  m  no  camp-kettle.'*  "  God  bless 
the  Christian  Commission.*'  Feeding  the  men  was  not  the  whole 
of  our  work.  On  one  occasion,  some  thirty  or  forty  wounded  men 
had  been  brought  in  and  laid  on  the  floor  of  a  frame  building, 
which  served  as  a  depot  and  a  kind  of  transfer  hospital;  and  strange 
as  it  may  seem,  every  surgeon,  steward,  and  nurse,  to  whose  care 
they  had  been  entrusted,  had  (so  far  as  we  could  learn)  forsaken 
them.  We  were  informed  and  went  on-  immediately  and  with  the 
agents  of  the  United  States  Sanitary  Commission  who  had  prepared 
some  excellent  coffee,  did  what  we  could  for  their  comfort.  Some 
were  screaming  with  pain, — some  groaning  in  agony, — ^while  others, 
suffering  from  intense  thirst,  cried,  "water!  water!"  The  band- 
ages were  dry, — their  wounds  inflamed  and  swelling.  Our  first  work 
was  to  wet  the  tight  bandage;  then  give  them  water  to  drink. 
The  Post  Surgeon  sent  in  some  nurses.  Some  of  us,  with  their 
help,  readjusted  the  bandages;  others  passed  the  coffee.  Soon 
every  complaint  was  hushed ; — ^we  offered  an  evening  prayer,  and 
by  midnight  nearly  all  were  sleeping. 

As  much  has  been  said  about  the  wasting  of  Sanitary  goods,  I 
take  pleasure  in  stating,  that  so  far  as  my.  observation  extended, 
but  little,  comparatively,  was  wasted  or  misapplied.  The  supplies 
for  the  United  States  Sanitary  Commission  at  Resaca  were  large, 
and  well  timed.  When  we  were  at  the  Division  Hospital,  and  had 
no  quilts  nor  spreads,  no  soft  bread  nor  condensed  milk  nor 
crackers,  and  when  our  mattresses — if  we  may  dignify  them  with  the 
name— were  dirty  and  bloody,  having  served  for  two  or  three 
patients  successively,  you  may  imagine  the  gratitude  we  felt  when 
the  Agent  of  the  Sanitary  Commission  reached  us  with  two  wagon 
loads  of  stores. 

While  we  attended  to  physical  wants,  we  did  not  neglect  the 
spiritual.  We  had  services  every  Sabbath  and  nearly  every  night 
through  the  week  at  our  rooms ;  and  usually  in  the  afternoon  in 
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some  of  the  camps  or  hospitals.  We  visited  the  Field  Itospital 
half  a  mile  north  of  Resaca,  daily.  The  surgeon  in  charge  de- 
sired us  not  to  preach  in  the  hospital  tents,  but  requested  that  reli- 
gious services  should  be  held  at  some  convenient  point  where  the 
convalescents  could  attend.  We  accordingly  held  our  services; 
usually  selecting  a  position  near  some  of  the  tents,  so  that  the 
patients  in  them  could  hear.  After  preaching,  we  would  pass  from 
tent  to  tent,  talking  and  praying  with  the  boys,  as  prudence  dic- 
tated.    In  one  ward  there  was  a  great  anxiety  for  preaching. 

"  Chaplain,  won't  you  preach  for  us?"  said  one. 

"And,  chaplain,'*  said  an  Irishman,  "won't  you  plase  praich 
for  us  ?     We  want  to  hear  a  wee  bit  of  civilization  once  more." 

I  referred  the  case  to  the  surgeon.  He  said  every  man  in  the 
tent  must  be  consulted.  If  one  objected  thcf  services  must  not  be 
held.  I  returned  and  asked  every  man.  One  hesitated, — said 
talking  hurt  him.  Others  said,  *'  Let's  have  it,  but  make  it  short." 
I  preached, — the  entire  sermon  lasting  about  twenty  minutes.  I 
asked  the  young  man  if  it  hurt  him.  "Oh  no!"  said  he,  "It  did 
me  good."  I  reported  to  the  surgeon,  and  he  seemed  pleased  and 
afterward  afforded  every  facility  in  his  power  for  benefiting  his 
patients. 

August  Ist  I  went  by  direction  of  the  agent  at  Chattanooga  to 
Rome,  Ga.,  seventeen  miles  west  of  Kingston,  to  open  a  station. 
I  found  there  about  two  thousand  two  hundred  sick  and  wounded 
men  belonging  to  the  Department  of  the  Tennessee. 

John  F.  Loyd, 
AgeirUj  U.  S.  Christian  Commission. 

While  Mr.  Loyd  was  following  the  4th  Corps  in  its  marchings 
and  fightings,  and  feeding  the  wounded  at  Resaca,  the  agents  and 
delegates  of  the  Commission  were  doing  similar  work  at  Tunnel 
Hill  and  Dalton,  and  Rev.  W.  A.  Lawrence  and  Arthur  Lawrence, 
Esq.,  and  D.  J.  W.  French  were  on  their  march  and  mission  with 
the  20th  Corps,  and  Rev.  H.  McLeod  with  the  23d  Corps.  At 
Resaca,  Kingston,  Pumpkin  Vine  Creek,  Kennesaw  Mountain,  Ac- 
worth,  Altoona  Mountains,  Big  Shanty,  Marietta,  Vincing's  Station, 
and  finally  at  Atlanta,  the  Commission  did  its  work.  At  each  sta- 
tion bur  hearts  and  hands  were  full.  Except  at  Atlanta,  the  work 
was  principally  with  sick,  wounded  and  dying  men. 
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Our  five  gallon  cofiee  pots  came  to  be  the  banners  of  the  Com- 
mission, by  which  the  delegates  were  known  at  a  distance. 

At  Atlanta  the  work  of  distribution  of  reading  in  the  regiments 
and  chapel  services  again  began,  and  the  same  delightful  and  won- 
derful meetings  that  we  were  enjoying  when  the  army  broke  camp 
in  May  were  held  every  night. 

When  General  Sherman's  advance  from  Atlanta  became  known, 
all  our  effects  were  shipped  back  to  Chattanooga,  and  the  two  Law- 
rences accompanied  the  army,  one  with  the  right  and  the  other  with 
the  left  wing,  upon  their  unknown  march  into  the  enemy*8  country. 

Our  work  in  the  army  was  for  'a  time  seriously  impeded  and,  we 
feared,  Vholly  interrupted  by  an  order  from  General  Sherman,  pro- 
hibiting all  persons  beyond  Chattanooga.  This  order  was  afterwards 
so  modified  as  to  allow  such  delegates  to  go  as  on  requisition  of  a 
medical  oflScer  were  deemed  necessary  for  distribution  of  hospital 
stores.  Under  this  modification  we  had  no  further  difliculty  during 
the  campaign  against  Atlanta,  except  what  was  inevitable  in  getting 
supplies  over  the  long  line  of  railroad,  which  was  the  only  source 
of  supply  for  100,000  fighting  men.  This  Commission  campaign 
in  Georgia  in  the  heat  of  summer  was  extremely  exhausting  upon 
the  delegates ;  many  of  them  were  prostrated  after  reaching  home, 
and  two  died. 

In  November  the  rebels,  under  General  Hood,  following  our  forces 
as  they  fell  back  from  the  Tennessee  river,  brought  the  "front" 
into  middle  Tennessee,  and  in  a  few  weeks  to  the  fortifications  of 
Nashville.  In  the  fights  at  Columbia  and  Spring  Hill  the  Commis- 
sion was  well  represented,  and  able  to  afford  personal  relief  to  many 
of  the  wounded.  In  the  terrible  battle  of  Franklin,  and  the  hasty 
falling  back  to  Nashville  there  was  all  and  more  than  our  strong 
party  could  do.  The  delegates  who  had  dressed  wounds  till  mid- 
night at  Spring  Hill,  and  then  marched  on  foot  with  the  ambulance 
train  to  Franklin,  (fourteen  miles  before  day,)  and  then  dressed 
wounds  till  dark,  came  into  Nashville  at  midnight  with  ten  box  cars 
loaded  with  wounded,  and  .worked  till  daylight  lifting  and  loading 
them  into  the  ambulances.  We  were  the  sole  persons  in  charge  of 
these  men — not  even  having  nurses  to  carry  them  on  the  stretchers. 

Some  of  the  scenes  in  the  fight  at  Nashville  have  been  given 
elsewhere.  Never  was  our  Commission  more  busy  or  more  useful. 
In  the  days  following  the  battles,  when  Hood  was  flying  in  disgrace 
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and  our  men  cheering  in  triumph,  the  hospitals  in  and  around  Nash- 
ville were  full  of  dying  men.  Our  prisoners  abandoned  by  their 
rebel  captors  at  Franklin  were  in  extreme  destitution,  and  had 
been  cut  oflF  from  all  intercourse  with  home  since  the  battje  of 
Franklin  in  November.  Their  friends  were  also  in  terrible  sus- 
pense, not  knowing  whether  "missing"  meant  dead  or  captured. 
To  minister  to  these  thousands  of  sufferers,  to  console  and  cheer  the 
dying,  to  provide  personal  relief,  to  write  letters  in  all  directions, 
some  for  the  soldiers  still  lingering,  and  some  to  tell  of  death,  and 
carry  "last  words,"  made  our  Christian  Commission  Home  in  Nash- 
ville a  busy  scene.  Weeks  were*  crowded  into  hours,  and  months 
into  days.  The  delegates  caught  the  spirit  of  the  occadon  and 
proved  themselves  to  be  just  such  men  as  the  Commission  seeks  to 
send — home  representatives.  No^  father  or  brother  could  have 
toiled  harder  to  serve  and  comfort  loved  ones  than  have  the  dele- 
gates amid  these  terrible  scenes.  Neither  have  we  labored  in  vain. 
Every  night  we  felt,  and  knew,  that  we  had  relieved  dreadful  suffering, 
which,  but  for  our  presence,  would  have  continued.  Neither  have 
our  labors  been  unrecognized.  Medical  and  general  oflScers  have 
called  to  thank  us  for  aid  to  their  men.  These  testimonials  from 
officers  and  privates  are  our  richest  reward.  I  would  rather  get 
them  than  a  medal  from  Congress.  The  donations  which  the  pri- 
vates were  continually  handing  in,  and  would  not  be  refused  the  privi- 
lege of  giving,  were  very  touching  testimony  to  the  work  of  the  Com- 
mission from  those  who  knew.  We  have  letters  from  officers  daily  of 
congratulations  and  thanks.  I  add  one  received  a  few  days  since 
from  an  officer  who  has  known  us  long  and  thoroughly: — 

"Please  find  enclosed  one  hundred  dollars.  It  is  my  Christmas 
gift  to  our  noble  army  and  naj^.  I  only  wish  it  was  one  hundred 
times  one  hundred. 

"When  I  think  what  our  soldiers  and  sailors  undergo  of  privation 
and  sufferings,  and  remember  that  as  volunteers  these  are  their 
gift  to  the  country,  I  am  ashamed  of  my  offerings,  and  feel  that 
were  I  to  empty  my  purse  for  their  good  my  gift  would  bear  no 
comparison  with  their's,  for  giving  property  is  one  thing  but  giving 
self  is  quite  another. 

"  Twenty-eight  months  of  experience  in  the  army  have  taught  me 
the  various  needs  of  our  soldiers,  and  twenty  months  of  observation 
under  the  most  favorable  circumstances,  have  shown  me  how  the 
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Christian  Commission  is  accustomed  to  meet  those  needs,  and  I  bat 
express  a  continually  deepening  conviction  when  I  say  that  the 
adaptation,  efficiency,  and  economy  realized  seem  to  me  to  be  truly 
wonderful. 

"Very  respectfully  and  truly  yours, 

J.  C.  T." 


MEMORIAL  PAGE-OUR  DEAD. 


In  the  different  reports  and  accounts  of  the  field  work 
of  the  Commission,  mention  has  been  made  of  those  who 
have  died  in  the  service  of  the  Commission.  It  seems 
fitting  that  we  should  gather  their  names  in  a  memorial 
page  of  this  last  Report.  Each  one  might  well  claim  spe- 
cial mention,  but  we  prefer  to  place  them  here.  Their 
work  lives  in  the  hearts  of  their  fellow-laborers.  Their 
record  is  in  the  unspoken  gratitude  of  the  vast  numbers 
of  sufferers  relieved  and  saved.  Their  names,  to  those  who 
know  them,  are  forever  associated  with  all  that  was  self- 
denying,  and  arduous,  and  blessed,  in  the  work  of  the 
Christian  Commission.  Many  returned  delegates  have 
written  from  home,  after  recovery  from  protracted  sick- 
ness, that  they  had  no  regret  for  having  labored  in  the 
army.  If  there  could  come  messages  from  the  departed, 
would  not  their  testimony  be,  that  it  is  sweet  to  give  up 
all  for  country  and  Christ? 

\ 

NAMES. 

Rev.  F.  D.  Ladd, 
Rev.  A.  R.  Dyer, 
Davis  Brown, 
Rev.  Henry  Regan, 
Rev.  F.  H.  Powers, 
Rev.  J.  B.  Hill, 
Rev.  Wm.  Brown, 
Jas.  S.  Kimball, 
J.  Fletcher  Ward, 
Rev.  C.  B.  Magill, 


Rev.  G.  M.  MatoX) 
Rev.  J.  J.  Tucker, 
Dr.  H.  Hayes, 
S.  W.  Tenney, 
Rev.  Cyril  Pearl, 
Rev.  P.  P.  Morril, 
J.  W.  Leighton, 
Reuben  D.  Merritt, 
Rev.  J.  B.  Adams. 
W.  P.  Montelius, 
J.  J.  Rideout, 
Capt.  Jos.  L.  Randall, 
Rev.  H.  W.  Martin, 
Rev.  Jas.  P.  Fisher, 
Miss  Mary  Humbert, 
Miss  Frances  Horsford, 
Rev.  D.  Griffin. 

This  list  contains  all  the  names  of  those  delegates  and 
agents  of  the  Commission  who  have  died  in  the  service, 
that  we  have  been  able  to  recall.  We  are  called  to  add 
the  names  of  the  following  members  of  the  Commission  to 
this  list  of  the  dead : 

Rev.  Benj.  C.  Cutler,  D.D., 
Hon.  Ex-Gov.  Fairbanks, 
Rev.  Francis  Wayland,  D.D. 

The  Executive  Committee  were  all  permitted  to  see  the 
close  of  the  work  of  the  Commission,  and  were  dissolved 
on  February  10th,  1866.  In  the  brief  interval,  and  just 
as  the  final  pages  of  this  Report  are  going  through  the 
press,  we  receive  tidings  of  the  death  of 

John  P.  Crozer 

one  of  the  first  members  of  the  Commission,  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Executive  Committee. 


"  And  I  heard  a  Tofce  trem  heaTen  sayiDg  unto  me,  Write,  Blfwed  are  the  dead 
'Which  die  in  the  Lord  from  henceforth ;  yea,  saith  the  Spirit,  that  they  may  rest  from 
their  labors,  and  their  worlu  do  foUow  them." 


THE  LAST  GIFT  TO  THE  U.  B.  OHEIBTIAIT  OOMMISSIOK. 

The  Christian  people  of  Syria,  and  the  missionaries  laboring 
among  th6m,  who  have  more  than  once  contributed  to  the  Treasury 
of  the  United  States  Christian  Commission,  have  been  among  the 
very  last  donors  to  the  cause,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  following  ex- 
tract from  a  letter  from  Rev.  Samuel  Jessup,  a  missionary  of  the 
American  Board: — 

Duma,  in  the  Mountains  above  Tripoli,  Syria, 

August^  1865. 
Geo.  H.  Stuart,  Esq.: — You  will  doubtless  remember  that 
about  a  year  since  Mr.  AntoniusYanni  sent  a  small  contribution  to 
the  Christian  Commission.  He  was  not  at  all  satisfied  with  that 
contribution,  and  now  sends  you  a  box  of  articles  for  the  benefit  of 
those  who  have  suffered  in  defence  of  our  country.  He  was  greatly 
pleased  with  the  disposition  you  made  of  the  former  contribution, 
and  feels  more  than  willing  to  entrust  you  with  full  discretionary 
powers  in  disposing  of  this  second  gift.  *  *  It  is  a 

truly  spontaneous  offering,  growing  out  of  genuine  sympathy  with 
those  who  have  suffered  for  the  maintenance  of  the  right.  The 
joyful  news  of  peace  came  when  the  box  was  nearly  ready,  yet  we 
know  very  well  that  the  need  of  assistance  to  be  given  to  disabled 
soldiers — heroes  of  the  war — and  their  families,  will  not  pass  away 
for  a  long  time. 

I  have  written  certificates  on  the  paper  around  the  cedar  wood 
canes  of  their  genuineness,  and  also  like  certificates  on  certain  other 
of  the  articles.  It  is  not  an  easy  matter  to  get  pieces  of  the  wood 
from  the  original  great  cedar  grove  large  enough  for  canes,  but  Mr. 
Yanni  has  an  order  from  the  Maronite  Patriarch  for  this  purpose ; 
an  order  given  when  the  Patriarch  was  under  obligations  to  our 
vice-consul;  and  as 'ho  spends  his  summers  near  the  "cedars,"  he 
has  every  opportunity  for  getting  the  large  fragments  that  are  broken 
off  by  the  wind. 

When  you  have  decided  upon  the  best  way  of  appropriating  the 
articles,  I  would  be  much  obliged  to  you  for  a  simple  acknowledge- 
ment of  the  gift  in  the  name  of  the  Commission.         *         * 

With  sentiments  of  highest  regard,  I  am,  most  respectfully, 

Samuel  Jessup. 

This  box  did  not  reach  us  in  time  to  be  included  in  our  statisti- 
cal reports,  but  will  be  disposed  of  by  the  Trustees  of  the  Christian 
Commission  in  accordance  with  the  original  purpose  of  the  donor — 
for  the  material  and  spiritual  benefit  of  our  brave  soldiers. 


Organized,  November   15th,   1861, 
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Closed  its  labors,  January   ist,  i866. 


f 


1- 


The  borrower  must  return  this  item  on  or  before 
the  last  date  stamped  below.  If  another  user 
places  a  recall  for  this  item,  the  borrower  will 
be  notified  of  the  need  for  an  earlier  return. 

Nou-rcceipi  of  overdue  notices  does  not  exempt 
the  borrower  from  overdue  fines. 
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